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Editor’s Note: This is part one of
Mountainside Mayor Bob Viglianti’s
three-part article, inspired and to appear
in the weeks prior to Thanksgiving. The
mayor invites others to write and share
their thoughts as well. Please e-mail
editor@goleader.com.

Having recently retired from business,
I find that I now have time to reminisce
about my growing up in Westfield and
living, now, in Mountainside. I would
like to share these memories with those of
you who are from my era and tell the
newer arrivals about Westfield and
Mountainside from 1940 to today.

I was truly born in Westfield in my
family’s home on Central Avenue. In the
early forties, it was common for doctors
to make house calls and even deliver
children at home. The doctor who deliv-
ered me, Dr. Ross Maggio, not only deliv-
ered me one night, but then went down the
street to deliver another boy who was also
named Bob. We went through the entire
Westfield school system together.

Let’s start down memory lane.
Do you remember when doctors came

to your home when you were ill? I men-
tioned Doctor Maggio whose office was
on Park Place. And then there was one
other doctor who left an impression with
me. That was Dr. Harrington. His house/
office was on the corner of East Broad
and Chestnut. He was an old-time doctor
who lived in the same house as his office
and really cared for his patients. And back
then, very few had health insurance; and
if you couldn’t pay him in full on that
visit, he would just say “pay me next
time.”

Do you remember when Westfield had
trolley cars? The “barn” for the cars at
night was on Grove Street where the Girl
Scouts building is today. Under some of
the roads around town there still remain
some old trolley tracks.

Do you remember when the Rialto had
only one large screen and the tickets for
the Saturday afternoon matinee, double
feature, was 25 cents? Do you remember
the comic races they would show before
the main show and if your ticket number,
that you got from the ticket taker, matched
the race winner you would run up to the
lobby for a prize?

Do you remember when Westfield had
three large grocery stores — A&P on Elm
Street where Traders Joes is today, Na-
tional Food on Central Avenue across
from the old Bombay’s in the Smith
Barney building and O’Connor’s (before
O’Connor’s it was an Acme) near the
corner of Central and South Avenues
where the CVS is today? Later came
Mayfair, which later became Stop & Shop.

Do you remember when Westfield had
two old fashion diners? You remember
the ones made of shiny steel that were
built somewhere else and trucked in and
set on a foundation. The Westfield diner
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By Robert Viglianti
Mayor of Mountainside

Town Tales

Sharing Fun Memories

was on Broad Street next to the original
John Franks. It was later removed when
John Franks expanded. The second one
on North Avenue was named Lou’s Ex-
cellent Diner. It seemed no matter when
you would go in, the owner Louie was
always there and always had a kind word
for all his customers. He also knew most
of them for years. I now believe that this
diner is in Germany. Hope the new owner
is as nice as he was.

Do you remember the White Diamond
hamburger stand on South Avenue where
Norris Auto now has their used car lot? It
seemed that every cook who work in here
had a deep southern accent. Three small
“rat burgers,” fries and a coke were 15
cents. Remember the smell of those steam-
ing onions?

Do you remember the Maladies Shop
on Broad Street, where Ann Taylor is
today? The window was full of ladies
corsets and other undergarments. Do you
remember walking past and snickering
about what you saw and your mother
would pull you to walk faster? I guess
Victoria’s Secret really isn’t that new,
just a different look.

Do you remember Auster’s household
appliances on Broad Street where Panera
is today? Moe and Molly Auster were the
owners and Moe would say “take it home,
use it for a week and if you don’t like it we
will come and pick it up. If you like it stop
by and pay me.” And Rudy, their service
man, could fix anything and when he said
I’ll be at you home at 10 a.m. he meant 10
a.m. Find that today!

Do you remember the R&S Store on
the corner of Broad and Prospect Streets,
where Bovella’s is today? When you
walked in you could smell the oil that had
dripped from the bikes and other ma-
chines for years. But they also had the
bike part you needed to fix your own bike.

Do you remember when Westfield had
four hardware stores? There was Taylor’s
on Elm where Smith and Hawken is to-
day. Goodfriend’s was on Quimby Street
where Joseph Banks is today. Tudor was
on South Avenue, across from the train
station and Central Hardware was on Cen-
tral Avenue across from Sussex Street
(the building is no longer there). Remem-
ber you could walk into any of these
stores and ask for a “what do you call it?”
and they would go to one of their hundred
bins, take out the part and also tell you
how to install it.

Do you remember the “Westfield Shop-
per.” It was the first local shopping paper
in the area that came out weekly. It was
started by Doug and Sue Wychoff who
lived on Clifton Street. How do I know?
I used to cut their lawn for $1.50 per
week. There was also Hugh, their sales-
man, who would sell ads for the paper.
Today you know it as The Suburban News.

Parts two and three of Mayor Viglianti’s
writing will appear in the next two weeks.

FW Block Represents
Many Ethnicities

On a cul-de-sac in Fanwood live 16
families of African, Balinese, Caribbean,
English, German, Irish, Japanese, Peru-
vian and Russian descent. Some are newer
arrivals; some have been here for many
years.

We are Baptist, Catholics, other Chris-
tian denominations, Jews, Jehovah Wit-
ness, Hindi and Agnostics. We are
America. I am proud to be an American,
proud to be a resident of this block and a
member of this community.

Ed Feeley
Fanwood

Lautenberg Thanks
Voters for Support

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
supporters of Sen. Frank Lautenberg.

It was your support throughout this
campaign that led to our victory on Elec-
tion Day. I will keep fighting for you and
standing strong for New Jersey so we can
make a real difference in people’s lives.
Working with President-elect Obama, we
will deliver real change that will brighten
our children’s futures.

Frank R. Lautenberg
United States Senator

Economic-Stimulus Money Just
Creates Idle Hands, Not Work

The Campaign Money from PACs
In the 7th District Congress Election

I was saddened by the election but not
for the normal reasons.

He promised Ohio, Wisconsin, Penn-
sylvania, Michigan and Illinois (among
others) that he would “resurrect” the auto
industry and the steel industry — and put
everyone back to work.

Which begs the question, “why didn’t
their product sell in the first place; and if
they start producing more product that no
one wants to purchase, what are they
going to do with the product?”

He promised “riches” for the poor. OK,
that’s admirable, but what are you going
to do with these people? If they don’t
have education (nor the drive to obtain it)
and the drive to make something of them-
selves, then they will be idle. We already
have lots of idle folks in the inner city (on
the social rolls) — and crime is rampant.

Someone said, “Idle hands are the dev-
ils workshop.” So, if they don’t have to go
to work, what kind of chaos will enve-
lope?

We (the government) don’t want smoke
stack factories, so we’ve chased them
away without a replacement for them —
and now people do not have jobs.

If you can teach a man to fish, he will

take care of himself and build self-es-
teem. If you keep giving him fish, he will
never work. We (the government) have
taken away his boat and his ability to earn
a living.

In today’s headlines, they are going to
give out more “stimulus” money (and
what good, long term, will that have)? It
will just create a need for more.

These are just a few questions I have.
Another is: if he brings the troops home,

the terrorists will have free reign, the
battles will then be on our soil and the
entire world will be destabilized.

Another is: the Democrats decided (in
their infinite wisdom) that they would
create the Community Investment Act,
that banks would need to place mortgages
in the former red line areas and that the
government would purchase back those
notes. Well, that didn’t work and almost
caused the collapse of the entire financial
system. Was there a lot of hanky panky?
Of course there was. But who gave them
the rope to do it?

Four years and we will see. I am not
hopeful.

Carl Swenson
Westfield

I was looking at the Federal Election
Commission’s website on November 9,
and noticed detailed information available
concerning, among other things, political
action committee (PAC) contributions
made to Congressional candidates.

I was surprised to learn that, as of the
most recent reporting date, 468 political
action committee contributions for a total
of $823,017 had been made to Ms.
Stender’s campaign, and 145 political
action committee contributions for a total
of $251,076 had been made to Mr. Lance’s
campaign. Of the contributions to Ms.
Stender, 158 (34 percent) of them were
from the District of Columbia. These
represented $364,964 or 44 percent of
total PAC dollars to her campaign. For
Mr. Lance, 26 (18 percent) of the contri-
butions were from the District of Colum-
bia and these represented $72,000 or 29
percent of total PAC dollars.

There were quite a number of PACs
with addresses in Virginia and Maryland
as well. New Jersey PACs meanwhile
represented only 18 percent by dollars of
Ms. Stender’s PAC contributions and 28
percent for Mr. Lance. I wasn’t aware that
national interest groups were trying so
hard to influence who we elected to Con-
gress.

It was interesting to see the names of
the committees, which were so interested
in our district’s Congressional election.
There were contributions from airline
pilots and flight controllers’ organiza-
tions, the two national party organiza-
tions, all kinds of medical and legal asso-
ciations, business and trade organizations,
including oil companies, as well as pro-
choice groups (I did not see an obvious
pro-life group in the lists), numerous
unions and teacher groups, and a surpris-
ing number of PACs associated with
members of Congress (Nancy Pelosi,

Barney Frank and Steny Hoyer among
them) and local officials.

It seems to me that it is not a good thing
that people who appear to us to be local
candidates receive such large amounts of
money from outside interest groups. Why
are they trying to influence our choice of
Congressperson? What do they expect to
get for their money? To whom will our
Congressperson owe their loyalty when
they cast their votes? Us, the people that
voted for them, or the various organized,
politically motivated outside interest
groups that financed their campaign?

We need to be aware that the way
Congressional campaigns are financed
likely affects to whom our representa-
tives owe their loyalty when they make
decisions in Washington. Will we get
“change” if the political system is de-
signed to perpetuate itself through such
large PAC contributions? Longer term,
will we be able to keep our Republic if
organized interest groups have more in-
fluence than do we, the citizens, as a result
of their campaign financing activities?

Richard Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Candidate Glover
Thanks Supporters

I want to thank everyone that sup-
ported my campaign for mayor, and for
the confidence you placed in me. Ours
was a campaign addressing the needs of
all our citizens, and making our govern-
ment more transparent, accountable and
responsible to the citizens it serves.

Throughout the campaign, I was in-
spired by your passion and devotion to
our community. Everyday I realized that
this campaign was about you and your
desire to make our township even better.
I take away from our effort, and will carry
forever, the kindness and encouragement
that you have shown me.

Thank you all for your good wishes,
and let me say it was an honor to have
been your candidate.

Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains CouncilmanFixing New Jersey’s Affordable

Housing Program Direly Needed
COAH has failed to address the afford-

able housing needs of New Jersey during
a growing economy and booming hous-
ing market. Under the current economic
downturn, its approach will not only fail
to spur low-income housing development,
it will stifle moderate-income housing
development and dampen New Jersey’s
chances for an economic rebound. Our
unemployment rate will continue to in-
crease causing more pain for our resi-
dents.

We need an integrated approach to
development. Forcing the subsidy of low
income housing by the private sector with-
out an economic viability standard will be
like trying to put a round peg in a square
hole. It just won’t work.

Affordable housing development needs
to include moderate-income housing,
called workforce housing, as well as low-
income housing. Most firefighters and
teachers and many secretaries do not

qualify for affordable housing, but would
under workforce housing criteria.

Housing should be considered an in-
frastructure need with federal stimulus
funds dedicated to provide the funds nec-
essary to fill that need. The Legislature
should authorize the Housing Mortgage
Finance Agency (HMFA) to invest in
affordable housing. We can create many
needed jobs now, renovating existing
homes and building new affordable and
workforce housing.

If we do nothing, there will be no
affordable housing, no workforce hous-
ing and no commercial or industrial de-
velopment in our state. The consequences
are that dire. We can’t afford to stand idly
by while our economy flounders under
current economic conditions and coun-
terproductive governmental regulations.

Sen. Ray Lesniak
Union-Elizabeth, LD-20

Elementary School Parent Believes ‘Fuzzy’ Everyday Math
Leaves Westfield and U.S. Kids Behind the World

As a parent of three children in the
Westfield School District, I have been
concerned about their math education,
especially the elementary education. I
researched this topic, looking at how the
United States performed on International
Math Tests and found that the U.S. ranked
12th out of 25 for fourth graders on the
TIMSS (Trends in International Math-
ematics and Science Study) in 2003 and
15th out of 25 by 8th grade. U.S. 15-year-
olds were 26th on the Program for Inter-
national Student Assessment (PISA)
rankings. Including Asian countries, they
ranked 31st. This is mediocrity at best for

an industrialized nation.
I then looked into state standards. In

2005, the NJ Core Curriculum Standards
for Mathematics received a “D” by the
Thomas B. Fordham Foundation, a non-
profit organization that conducts research
in education. Three states: California,
Massachusetts and Indiana received an
“A.”

Some of the reasons that N.J. received
a “D” are: widespread use of calculators;
the lack of memorization of basic facts;
the rejection of teaching standard algo-
rithms; insufficient instruction on frac-
tions; obsession with patterns and

manipulatives; the over emphasis of esti-
mation, probability and statistics; not
gradually increasing the difficulty of prob-
lem solving. All of these are characteris-
tics of Westfield’s Everyday Math cur-
riculum, which is based on the failing NJ
state standards.

Any parent who has worked with their
children on elementary school math will
be familiar with at least some of the
failing characteristics listed above. Par-
ents may also be familiar with how poorly
this curriculum prepares their children
for middle school, where more traditional
math begins to be taught.

The National Advisory Math Panel just
issued a report with 45 recommendations
to address the lagging United States math
scores. One key recommendation was
any math program that revisits a topic
year-after-year without closure should be
avoided. This spiraling is exactly what
Everyday Math does.

I want Westfield to dare to be different.
I ask that we demand performance equiva-
lent to the top performing countries in the
world like Singapore. States like Califor-
nia and Washington have rid themselves
of these “fuzzy” standards. California
studied what high performing countries
in mathematics do and based their stan-
dards on what those countries do. Califor-
nia has even tied their state standards to
questions from past international exams.

Westfield must take steps to imple-
ment math programs consistent with
California’s and with the rest of the world.
We owe nothing less to our children to
enable them to compete in the world that
they will be living in as they grow up.

Amy Flax
Westfield

Zimmer Thanks N.J.
State Electorate

This has been a truly historic national
election, which was distinguished by a
level of engagement by the electorate not
seen in modern times. While I did not
win, I did receive more votes than any
other New Jersey Republican Senate can-
didate in history and I was one of the
relatively few Republican Senate candi-
dates throughout the country with a better
statewide percentage margin against my
opponent than John McCain had against
Barack Obama.

I want to thank all of you who made
phone calls, stuffed envelopes, walked
door-to-door and put up signs. I want to
also thank all of you who contributed
financially.

Since April I’ve campaigned in every
corner of New Jersey. I love this state. But
I remain dismayed that New Jersey faces
an epic crisis of affordability. I ran for the
Senate because it is unacceptable that we
export tens of billions of tax dollars to the
other 49 states and we receive only 61
cents for every tax dollar we send to
Washington, making us dead last in our
rate of return.

The goal of New Jersey’s political lead-
ership should not simply be getting more
money back from Washington so we can
have more of our own boondoggles and
Bridges to Nowhere. The goal must be a
leaner, more thoughtful, less expensive
federal government.

Our children can no longer afford to
raise families in New Jersey. Our parents
can no longer afford to live out their days
in New Jersey. I’ve done my best through-
out this campaign to focus on the issues
that matter most not just to me but also to
the people of my state.

Throughout my political life, I fought
for the same causes I supported during
this campaign: sensible spending, smaller
government, political reform and putting
trust in American ingenuity, not in gov-
ernment.

I hope that with this election comes
more restraint and responsibility. I hope
the change we all want includes a change
from the free spending, wasteful days of
the past.

Momentous policy decisions will be
made in the next few years – decisions
that we need to get right for the sake of our
children and our grandchildren. Though I
will not be a Senator, I intend to work in
every way possible to make sure our
future will be brighter – and I know you
will too.

Thank you again. It has been a privi-
lege to be your candidate.

Dick Zimmer
U.S. Senate Candidate

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thews – Muscular power
2. Sclaff – In golf, to scrape a club

along the ground before hitting it
3. Scrimer – A fencing master
4. Grobian – A person of rude or clown-

ish manners

DESUETE
1. Excessive grief; very sad
2. Withered or emaciated
3. Refined; reserved
4. Out of use

KISMET
1. Doom; fate
2. Grief, sorrow
3. Bizarre; strange
4. Unspoken; unthinkable

USQUEBAUGH
1. A wigmaker or hairdresser
2. Whiskey in Scotland or Ireland
3. Substantial; a large number
4. An expert; specifically, a skilled

theologian used as a consultant
ESCHEW

1. To escape or avoid
2. To banish or ostracize
3. To disregard or consider unimpor-

tant
4. To berate; ridicule

In Flanders Fields
By: Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD

(1872-1918),  Canadian Army
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Thank You, Veterans, For Your
Sacrifices in Keeping America Free
Armistice Day symbolizes the end of World War I

in 1918, when guns fell silent on the Western Front
at the 11th hour, 11th day, the 11th month. The “War
to end all wars.” Unfortunately for the world, that
didn’t hold true. We’ve had many
other horrors of war, and we
continue today in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

Yet we remain free because:
“For centuries, many men and
women of the United States of
America have put their careers,
family and other interests on hold
for months and years at a time.
In uniform, they were thrust into
harm’s way. Military service
could be unpleasant, lonely, dan-
gerous and, sometimes, fatal.
Our veterans did this for one
purpose, and one only — to serve
and protect this country.

“Communities across America
are filled with monuments to remember our veterans
of wars. In the many towns of Union County, some
of these monuments are well known, while others
are forgotten. In Westfield, local veterans who lost
their lives during the First World War are remem-
bered by the monument at the Plaza as well as with
gold-star street names and signs. The 78 Westfielders

who died in World War II are memorialized by a
bronze plaque outside the Town Hall Community
Room. Those lost in Korea and in Vietnam are
remembered…” By Garland “Bud” Boothe, The

Westfield Leader, Nov.2, 2000.
Now we call it Veterans’ Day,

established in 1938. Unfortu-
nately, one year later, World War
II started.

There was a special moment
in Scotch Plains Tuesday at the
11th hour, 11th day, the 11th
month — where a large and rev-
erent crowd of citizens gathered
to honor those who served. Ko-
rean War Veteran Don Wussler
fulfilled a dream, with help from
the community, in dedicating the
Korean War Memorial Clock.
Westfield Bellmaster Jack
Panosh, with the help of the
DPW, carted the town bell to

Scotch Plains to join in honoring our veterans.
“We will never forget” was the phrase following 9-

11. Certainly we should not lest, “Ask not for whom
the bell tolls…it tolls for thee.” – a poem by John
Donne.

Thank you, veterans, for your sacrifices in keeping
America free.


