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POLICE BLOTTER

Charges Against FW Man
Involve Six More Victims

FANWOOD — For the third time
in a little over a month, prosecutors
have filed additional child endanger-
ment charges against a Fanwood busi-
ness owner, Union County Prosecu-
tor Ted Romankow has announced.

On October 29, Lee Marks, 55, of
Fanwood was charged with four
counts of second-degree endanger-
ing the welfare of a child. He was also
charged with one count of third de-
gree endangering the welfare of a
child and one count of fourth degree
invasion of privacy.

These charges involve six more
alleged victims who are all under the
age of 16, authorities said.

State Superior Court Judge Scott
Moynihan set bail on the latest charges
at $675,000.

The breakdown on the bail is:
$125,000 for each second degree
charge, $100,000 on the third degree
charge and $75,000 for the fourth
degree charge.

Marks has been in the Union County
jail since October 2 on $320,000 bail,

when he was charged with eight counts
of third degree endangering the wel-
fare of a child, authorities said.

He was first arrested on September
19, when prosecutors charged Marks
with second degree sexual assault,
third degree aggravated criminal
sexual contact, third degree endan-
gering the welfare of a child and
multiple acts of lewdness, a disor-
derly person’s offense. At that time,
he posted $150,000 bail.

There are now a total of 18 alleged
victims in the case, and the investiga-
tion is continuing, authorities said.

The prosecutor’s office said Marks
owns a trophy making company but
also ran a part-time photography busi-
ness in his basement. Anyone who
might have used Marks’ services is
encouraged to contact Lieutenant
Richard Trigo of the Fanwood Police
Department at (908) 322-5000, ex-
tension 117.

In addition, anyone who worked
for Marks businesses is urged to con-
tact the authorities.

Scotch Plains Voting Tallies - Unofficial - November 4, 2008

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD  UNOFFICIAL RESULTS

GENERAL ELECTION 2008

DIST #1 DIST #2 DIST #3 DIST #4 DIST #5 DIST #6 DIST #7  TOTAL

REG. VOTERS 682 507 927 733 708 777 812 5146

NO. OF VOTERS 512 405 680 556 540 605 611 3909

PRESIDENT 0

Obama 288 210 397 309 297 327 289 2117 Obama

McCain 216 188 272 239 231 268 310 1724 McCain

Boss 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 Boss

Nader 0 2 2 0 0 2 3 9 Nader

McKinney 1 1 1 1 4 3 1 12 McKinney

Moore 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 Moore

LaRiva 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 LaRiva

Baldwin 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 3 Baldwin

Calero 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 3 Calero

Personal Choice 2 0 0 0 0 2

US SENATOR 0

Lautenberg 238 174 342 268 244 288 246 1800 Lautenberg

Zimmer 234 193 258 236 242 265 298 1726 Zimmer

Brooks 3 1 4 0 1 1 3 13 Brooks

Scheurer 4 4 2 2 5 4 2 23 Scheurer

Carter 3 0 0 0 0 1 4 8 Carter

Boss 1 0 4 0 1 3 3 12 Boss

Lobman 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 Lobman

Personal Choice 1 1

HOUSE OF REP 0

Stender 249 178 360 285 268 273 248 1861 Stender

Lance 203 189 243 194 225 267 276 1597 Lance

Greco 6 1 6 6 2 10 6 37 Greco

Abrams 2 1 6 5 0 3 0 17 Abrams

Hsing 28 13 11 26 20 21 33 152 Hsing

Personal Choice 0 0

FREEHOLDERS 0

Estrada 234 152 334 249 231 264 217 1681 Estrada

Proctor 238 144 329 239 228 255 213 1646 Proctor

Ward 242 148 337 257 237 259 222 1702 Ward

Yakubov 208 200 243 218 239 264 300 1672 Yakubov

Russitano 216 205 247 232 239 272 307 1718 Russitano

Franchino 209 203 246 216 243 271 302 1690 Franchino

Personal Choice 0

COUNCIL MEMBERS 0

Wheeler 251 183 359 286 268 284 240 1871 Wheeler

Huegel 232 168 341 275 250 263 221 1750 Huegel

Szuch 214 179 228 216 226 274 304 1641 Szuch

Manduca 219 190 245 218 228 271 302 1673 Manduca

Personal Choice 0

STATE QUESTION #1 0

Yes 192 143 203 212 180 213 203 1346 Yes

No 102 78 166 120 104 116 166 852 No

STATE QUESTION #2 0

Yes 130 108 156 156 137 167 180 1034 Yes

No 156 101 210 173 147 158 188 1133 No

FANWOOD

11/4/2008

Provisional Ballots 0

Absentee Ballots 0

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BECAUSE THEY CARE...The 24-hour crisis hotline celebrates its 33rd year of
providing hope to people. The organization held its first annual gala fundraiser
at Primavera Regency in Stirling last week, as it honored fellow area residents for
their volunteerism and former Governor Richard Codey. For story, see page 2.

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAILGATE...Westfield High School football fans gather for the alumni tailgate
party last Saturday afternoon in Westfield prior to the football game rivalry with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Westfield won the rain-soaked game, 35-12.

Marine Jenkins
Completes Food Course

AREA — Marine Corps Reserve
Pfc. William Jenkins, the son of Marilyn
Jenkins of Scotch Plains and William
Cody of Plainfield, recently completed
the basic food service course.

During the course with Marine
Corps Detachment, U.S. Army Quar-
termaster Center, in Fort Lee, Va.,
students are taught basic food prepa-
ration, management and food ser-
vices. Studies also included nutri-
tion, meat carving, menu planning,
baking, kitchen health and sanitation
procedures. Pfc. Jenkins is a 2006
graduate of Westfield High School
and joined the Marine Corps Reserve
in April 2008.

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

turned into a political event at the
expense of the students.

“I just don’t feel safe holding my
child up as a poster child to say ‘New-
ark is safe,’” said Natalie Taylor, one
of the parents.

Parents also suggested that the
school could provide buses for spec-
tators due to limited parking at the
field. Officials have secured busses
for spectators and are working on the
possibility of arranging an earlier start
time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F Game

Regional Renewable Energy
Plan Explored by Garwood

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Ed Friedman, a
Garwood resident and operations
manager for renewable energy com-
pany EcoKinetix, appeared before the
borough council on Monday to dis-
cuss the possibility of installing solar
panels on municipal buildings.

Mr. Friedman, who said he has
been “involved with renewables for
about 20 years,” has met with Coun-
cilmen Anthony Sytko and Stephen
Napolitano regarding the use of solar
panels to lower the borough’s energy
bills. Council President and Finance
Chairwoman Kathleen Villaggio said
the borough budgets roughly $48,000
a year for building energy costs.

Mr. Friedman said the two main
options for the borough are purchas-
ing the panels themselves or entering
into what he called a “power purchas-
ing agreement” with a private com-
pany.

If the borough were to purchase the
panels outright, Mr. Friedman esti-
mated it would cost between $800,000
and $1.2 million. He said under this
option, the borough would reduce its
energy bills and be entitled to renew-
able energy certificates for each mega-
watt of energy the system produces.
He said these certificates are traded
as a commodity and guaranteed by
the New Jersey Board of Public Utili-
ties for 15 years.

Mr. Friedman estimated the renew-
able energy certificates would be
worth about $30,000 a year. He said
the state also is in the process of
restarting a rebate program for re-
newable energy and that some towns
set up their own electric company in
order to reap additional tax benefits.

“You’d get the most benefit from
owning the system yourself,” Mr.
Friedman said.

If Garwood were to enter into a
power purchasing agreement, a pri-
vate company would purchase and
install the panels and then sell energy
to the borough at a reduced rate. The
private company would then be en-
titled to the renewable energy certifi-
cates. Mr. Friedman said this arrange-
ment “would still hedge [the
borough’s] energy costs.”

Mr. Friedman said he would like to
meet with Borough Engineer Don
Guariello to inspect the roofs of the
municipal building, fire department
and public works buildings to get
better estimates for what sort of sys-
tems and savings are possible. He
said much of the unskilled labor for
installing the system could be done
by volunteers and that the basic main-
tenance of the system could be done
by the borough’s public works de-
partment.

Mr. Sytko said he has met with
representatives from Kenilworth,

Cranford, Westfield and Fanwood
about joining together to use solar
energy. He said he, along with Mr.
Napolitano and Councilman William
Schadewald, would meet in the next
month to discuss renewable energy
further.

During the workshop portion of
the meeting, Councilman Keith Sluka
suggested the council consider a
“resolution asking the state to recon-
sider a reconfiguration” of the for-
mula for splitting revenue from traf-
fic tickets written by municipal po-
lice departments. Mr. Sluka said un-
der the current system, the county
and municipalities split the money
50/50, and he would like to see mu-
nicipalities get a larger share.

“We’re asking for it to go to 80
[percent] to us and 20 [percent] to
them,” Mr. Sluka said.

Mr. Sluka said Union and Fanwood
have passed similar resolutions. The
council will consider the matter at a
later meeting.

Also on Monday, the council ap-
proved an ordinance to set two-hour
parking limits on certain sections of
Chestnut, Maple and Oak Streets.
Borough Attorney Robert Renaud said
the ordinance was “recommended by
the police department and also the
police committee.”

The council also introduced ordi-
nances to restrict parking in front of
248 Myrtle Avenue, to establish a fee
for certificates of nonconformity and
two bonding ordinances for road
projects in the borough. Public hear-
ings on these ordinances will be held
on Tuesday, November 25.

comment portion, two North Avenue
residents spoke about noise coming
from the loading dock area of the
A&P store on South Avenue directly
behind their properties.

Pointing to a “quality of life issue,”
resident Melvin Rosa said, “I’m not
an anti-business person; I’m just try-
ing to get a little balance.”

Mr. Rosa said the sounds of deliv-
ery trucks unloading could be heard
early in the morning, at night and also
on weekends.

Mayor Mahr thanked Mr. Rosa for
bringing the problem to the govern-
ing body’s attention and said she and
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis would
follow up.

“We do have the jurisdiction and
the authority to step in here,” the
mayor said.
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FW Council

Westfield
Tuesday, November 4, Jose Familia,

21, of the Bronx, N.Y. was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on the 600
block of South Avenue, West, on a
Perth Amboy traffic warrant in the
amount of $278. He was released on
his own recognizance with a court
date.

Wednesday, November 5, James
Ball, 37, of Westfield was arrested on
the 100 block of Cacciola Place on an
active criminal warrant out of
Chatham for $200. He was released
after bail was posted.

Wednesday, November 5, Salvatore
DiPiazza, 42, of Westfield was ar-
rested at the intersection of Windsor
Avenue and Ripley Place on active
motor vehicle warrants from Spring-
field, for $1,000; Cranford, for $200;
Garwood, for $200, and Newark, for
$125. He was turned over to the
Springfield Police Department.

Thursday, November 6, John Burd,
28, of Westfield was arrested on the
500 block of North Avenue, East, on
a Westfield traffic warrant for $245.
Burd was able to go before the mu-
nicipal court judge and establish a
payment plan. He was subsequently
released.

Friday, November 7, a residence
on the 1000 block of Minisink Way
was burglarized sometime between 1
p.m. and 11 p.m. that day. Approxi-
mately $20,000 to $25,000 in jew-
elry, including a diamond bracelet
and a diamond engagement ring, was
removed from the premises. Police
said there were signs of forced entry
at the front door of the residence.

Saturday, November 8, Donnell
Clark, Jr., 24, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after a motor vehicle stop
on the 300 block of Clark Street. He
was released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, November 4, Francisco

Marte, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop. According to police,
he was processed and released.

Wednesday, November 5, a resi-
dent of Mountain Avenue reported
that someone entered her motor ve-
hicle and removed money.

Wednesday, November 5, a resi-
dent of Tack Circle reported that some-
one entered his motor vehicle and
removed a GPS valued at $225.

Friday, November 7, Tamika
Currie, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. According to po-
lice, she was processed and released.

Friday, November 7, Rebecca
Mejias, 20, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated. According to police, an
officer responded to an accident in
which a car struck a tree, and arrested
Mejias at the scene. She was pro-
cessed and released, police said.

Friday, November 7, Kayawdut
Bekah, 48, of Perth Amboy was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Sunday, November 9, a resident of
Plainfield Avenue reported that his
ex-wife calls his house several times
during the day and night at all hours.

Sunday, November 9, a resident of
William Street reported that some-
one entered his motor vehicle and
removed change from his glove com-
partment.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 4, Sajid A.

Khan, 32, of the Bronx, N.Y. was
arrested and charged with driving with
a suspended license after a motor
vehicle stop on Chipmunk Hill.

Tuesday, November 4, a resident of
Peachtree Lane reported that some-
one slashed both passenger side tires
on his motor vehicle and scratched
the rear quarter panel several times
while it was parked in the driveway.

Friday, November 7, a 15-year-old
juvenile was transported to Overlook
Hospital after police said he was found
drunk behind Deerfield Elementary
School. According to police, when
the juvenile was being transferred,
officers found suspected marijuana
on him. The case was turned over to
the juvenile detective, police said.

Monday, November 10, David L.
Hill, 55, of Newark was arrested at
the Essex County jail on an outstand-
ing Mountainside warrant in the
amount of $1,100.

Fanwood
(No report provided)

goleader.com/subscribe

FW Approves Building Plan
At Martine and South Aves.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A Preliminary and
final site plan application by Fanwood
Village Investors, to develop the cen-
tral piece of property of the Revised
Downtown Redevelopment Plan on the
corner of Martine and South Avenues
was unanimously approved by the
Fanwood Planning and Zoning Board
of Adjustment.

At a special hearing heard on Monday
night, the owner of the property, Roy
Pascal of Westfield, presented testimony
from his site plan engineer, architectural
engineer, traffic engineer and his own
testimony to the board, reviewing some
of the revisions made to the plan.

The most significant change requested
by the applicant was to replace the 16
second- and third- floor residential units
with office space. Mr. Pascal testified that
he believed that office space would be
more marketable in today’s economic
climate. He testified that there were an
abundance of residential units in other
buildings in the Redevelopment Zone that
remained vacant as well as a lack of
quality, office space.

Several architectural modifications to
accommodate that change were discussed
by the engineers and board members,
including ceiling height and window
placement.

An easement was approved permitting
a pedestrian walkway from Martine Av-
enue to the interior parking lot, traversing
through borough property.

The application required a D variance
to approve a building height of 38.5 feet,
which was 3.5 feet higher than the 35 feet
maximum permitted by ordinance. This
building height increase was necessary to
accommodate the office space, according
to the applicant’s site engineer, Joseph
Jaworski.

Mr. Pascal consented to several rec-
ommendations made by the board, in-
cluding an enhanced architectural fea-
ture, extending the roofline at the corner
of the building, moving a transformer pad
to the interior of the parking lot and revis-
ing window placement to make the upper
stories look more residential and less com-

mercial. The overall look and design ele-
ments of the building would remain the
same, coordinating with the downtown’s
Victorian style.

The applicant agreed to enhance the
landscaping and surrounding area with
benches, planters and trash receptacles
that matched the style chosen for the rest
of the downtown by the borough. Board
members all concurred that office space
would enhance foot traffic in the down-
town redevelopment zone.

Board Chairman Greg Cummings said
it was a benefit to the borough to add these
ratables without adding any additional
burden to the school system. The office
space would replace 16 previously
planned residential condominium units.
It was unknown at this time how the
office and retail spaces would be divided,
Mr. Pascal said.

The board spent considerable time dis-
cussing the parking plan with the
applicant’s traffic engineer to insure the
availability of adequate parking. Mr.
Pascal’s traffic engineer, Craig Peregoy,
testified that the office and retail space
would have peak parking requirements at
opposite times to the peak parking hours
needed by the residential units being de-
veloped on other sites in the Redevelop-
ment Zone.

In total, 106 residential units were ap-
proved for the entire downtown area.
There will be 46,750 square feet of retail
space and 21,821 square feet of office
space. Approximately 294 parking spaces
will be developed in the parking lot be-
hind the buildings, with an additional 44
spaces of on-street parking.

Mr. Pascal told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that he hoped to begin
construction in the spring and expected
the project to take nine to ten months to
complete. Mayor Colleen Mahr said she
would be thrilled to see the old building
come down.

In other business, the board set the
agenda for their next regular meeting,
which will hear one application for a
driveway widening. The next meeting of
the board will be on Wednesday, No-
vember 19, at 7:30 p.m. in the council
chambers.


