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POLICE BLOTTER

Westfield Voting Tallies, Unofficial - November 4, 2008

Parents, School Officials
Discuss SPF – Shabazz Game

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Parents of stu-
dents in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) football team held a
meeting on November 5, to discuss their
concerns over the situation surrounding
the Raiders’ game with Malcolm X.
Shabazz High School in Newark.

In addition to parents, local school
officials were also in attendance, includ-
ing SPFHS Principal David Heisey, As-
sistant Principal for Athletics Rob Harmer,
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes, School Board President Trip
Whitehouse and Head Football Coach
Steve Ciccotelli.

During the meeting, Mr. Heisey ex-
plained to parents the series of events that
transpired after the game was cancelled
following a string of shootings in Newark
on October 24. Mr. Heisey said Newark
rejected offers by Scotch Plains-Fanwood
to play the game on October 27, either in
Scotch Plains or Union.

After Scotch Plains-Fanwood rejected
a 7:30 p.m. game at Untermann Field in
Newark on October 27, Watchung Con-
ference athletic directors met to discuss
possibilities for replaying the game.

Mr. Heisey said at that meeting a vote to
award a forfeit was taken and split five to
five. The conference also suggested the
possibility of playing the game on either
November 4 or 5. Mr. Heisey said this
proposal was unacceptable since it would
have meant playing three games in 10 days,
while New Jersey State Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association (NJSIAA) rules prohibit a
team from playing three games in nine days.

“It may not violate the NJSIAA rule
literally, but in the spirit of the rule it was
not a wise decision,” Mr. Heisey said.

On November 3, Mr. Heisey said the
two districts reached a tentative agree-
ment to play the game at Untermann Field
on November 21. On Tuesday, Mr. Heisey
told The Westfield Leader that the start of
game had been moved to 4 p.m. from the
originally proposed 5:30 p.m. Parents had
requested a time change at last week’s
meeting.

 Although the game comes too late in
the season to affect the team’s power
points and play-off hopes, Mr. Heisey
said he felt playing the game is still im-
portant, particularly since the district has
remaining games against Shabazz in other
sports this school year.

“I’m of the sense that we are a member
of the conference and we’ve had some
great games with Malcolm X. Shabazz,”
Mr. Heisey said.

Parents expressed concern over the
safety of both spectators and players at
the game and also what they felt was the
biased portrayal of SPFHS in media cov-
erage of the game. Parents also said that
they felt the game had turned into a politi-
cal event at the expense of the students.

“I just don’t feel safe holding my child
up as a poster child to say ‘Newark is
safe,’” said Natalie Taylor, one of the
parents.

Parents suggested that the school could
provide buses for spectators due to lim-
ited parking at the field. Officials have
secured busses for spectators and are
working on the possibility of arranging an
earlier start time.
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moved to approve variance because,
“Ferraro’s deserves to have the sign
there. The establishment greatly im-
proves the downtown and I agree there
needs to be balance.”

One-story additions were approved
for the back of homes on 106 Dickson
Road and 747 St. Mark’s Avenue. Two-
story additions were approved by the
board for the back of home on 538

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EYE-CATCHING SALUTE…Town Bank President Robert Dowens and branch
manager Kathleen Daly stand next to their sign in Westfield on the South Avenue
Circle thanking our veterans. The bank has received several phone calls and
honking horns in support for veterans. The sign was placed last Friday for
Veterans Day, Tuesday, November 11.

During the workshop portion of the
meeting, Councilman Keith Sluka sug-
gested the council consider a “resolu-
tion asking the state to reconsider a
reconfiguration” of the formula for split-
ting revenue from traffic tickets written
by municipal police departments.

Mr. Sluka said under the current
system the county and municipalities
split the money 50/50 and he would
like to see municipalities get a larger
share.

“We’re asking for it to go to 80
[percent] to us and 20 [percent] to them,”
Mr. Sluka said.

Mr. Sluka said Union and Fanwood
have passed similar resolutions. The
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Garwood – Renewable Energy
council will consider the matter at a
later meeting.

Also on Monday, the council ap-
proved an ordinance to set two-hour
parking limits on certain sections of
Chestnut, Maple and Oak Streets. Bor-
ough attorney Robert Renaud said the
ordinance was “recommended by the
police department and also the police
committee.”

The council introduced ordinances
to restrict parking in front of 248 Myrtle
Avenue, to establish a fee for certifi-
cates of nonconformity and two bond-
ing ordinances for road projects. Public
hearings on the ordinances will be held
Tuesday, November 25.

Mountainside PTA, Students Clip
6,000 Box Tops, Earn More Than $600

MOUNTAINSIDE — Students collected
more than 6,000 box tops for their education
program through the end of October, earn-
ing more than $600 of the $1,500 goal set by
the PTA. Danielle Soular’s second-grade
class collected more than 400 box tops,
earning the class a donuts and cider party.
The children also received bookmarks and
stickers in appreciation of their efforts.

Box Tops Co-Chairperson Susan
Buchner recently spoke at a meeting of the
Mountainside Senior Citizens Club telling
members about the program and encourag-

ing them to participate.
Residents can help with the fundraising

program by clipping box top coupons on
participating products and placing them in
the collection box in the lobby of the
Mountainside Municipal Building.

Until December 31, residents can earn
five extra box tops for Deerfield School by
signing up for the newsletter at
mountainsideschools.org. For more infor-
mation, contact Mountainside PTA co-
chairs Elisa Roland and Susan Buchner at
mountansideboxtops@gmail.com.

CLIP AND SAVE...Beechwood Elementary School second grade teacher Danielle
Soular is surrounded by some of her students. The class is the winner of the recent
Mountainside PTA Box Tops collection competition.

schools globally are doing and mirror
them so American students can achieve
better results in math.

Ms. Dolan responded, “I couldn’t
agree more.” She said the district does

look into what others are doing in that
regard. She said Everyday Math his-
torically came out of a similar idea
when Japan was scoring higher than the
United States and the University of
Chicago developed the math program
out of its study of Japan’s methodology.

Part of the finance approvals were a
four-page list of stipends ranging from
about $400 to $7,000 for co-curricular
activities. Ms. Riegel said in response,
“It’s important to get job description for
stipends.” She said this has been an
issue of hers for years and has gone
unresolved.

The district was granted two Fiscal
Year 2009 grants in the amount of
$1.36 million for funding special edu-
cation and $56,238 for funding pre-
school.

The board also announced that it
adjusted its out-of-district placement
budget last month by an increase of
approximately $160,000. Ginny Leiz,
board president, said the district “will
likely not accept another entry into
the district.”

The board also amended its bylaw to
no longer allow  non-residents to speak
at meetings.

Vice Principal of Westfield High
School Joan Carrion was listed on the
personnel items of the Westfield Board
of Education’s agenda as resigning ef-
fective January 2, 2009. After the meet-
ing, Ms. Dolan told The Leader Ms.
Carrion lives in Bergen County and has
a young child, which led Ms. Carrion to
accept a position “minutes” from her
home. The board will advertise the
open position immediately.

The school calendar approval was
tabled due to an  increase of absentee-
ism that had taken place last week
during the half-day schedule on Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday for two
parent-teacher conferences and one
for a curriculum meeting.

The state mandates three half-days
in the fall. The board scheduled the
four-hour sessions all in one week, as
opposed to splitting it up throughout
the fall months because teachers said it
would be easier to keep track of when
the conferences occur. However, the
result has caused absenteeism to rise to
up to 6 percent, where 1 or 2 percent is
normal, said Ms. Dolan.
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Westfield Board of Education
Westfield Avenue.

Two-story additions on back of home
and modification of existing roof height,
elevating the roof 20 inches higher, was
approved for a home at 556 Bradford
Avenue. A second-floor addition was
approved for 125 Belmar Terrace.

The owner of 776 Lenape Trail was
given permission to add a front portico
to improve the front stoop of the home.
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Westfield Bd. of Adustment

Westfield
Tuesday, November 4, Jose Familia,

21, of the Bronx, N.Y. was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on the 600
block of South Avenue, West, on a
Perth Amboy traffic warrant in the
amount of $278. He was released on
his own recognizance with a court
date.

Wednesday, November 5, James
Ball, 37, of Westfield was arrested on
the 100 block of Cacciola Place on an
active criminal warrant out of
Chatham for $200. He was released
after bail was posted.

Wednesday, November 5, Salvatore
DiPiazza, 42, of Westfield was ar-
rested at the intersection of Windsor
Avenue and Ripley Place on active
motor vehicle warrants from Spring-
field, for $1,000; Cranford, for $200;
Garwood, for $200, and Newark, for
$125. He was turned over to the
Springfield Police Department.

Thursday, November 6, John Burd,
28, of Westfield was arrested on the
500 block of North Avenue, East, on a
Westfield traffic warrant for $245. Burd
was able to go before the municipal
court judge and establish a payment
plan. He was subsequently released.

Friday, November 7, a residence on
the 1000 block of Minisink Way was
burglarized sometime between 1 p.m.
and 11 p.m. that day. Approximately
$20,000 to $25,000 in jewelry, in-
cluding a diamond bracelet and a dia-
mond engagement ring, was removed
from the premises. Police said there
were signs of forced entry at the front
door of the residence.

Saturday, November 8, Donnell
Clark, Jr., 24, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop on the
300 block of Clark Street. He was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, November 4, Francisco

Marte, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Wednesday, November 5, a resi-
dent of Mountain Avenue reported
that someone entered her motor ve-
hicle and removed money.

Wednesday, November 5, a resi-
dent of Tack Circle reported that some-
one entered his motor vehicle and
removed a GPS valued at $225.

Friday, November 7, Tamika
Currie, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. According to po-
lice, she was processed and released.

Friday, November 7, Rebecca
Mejias, 20, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated. According to police, an
officer responded to an accident in
which a car struck a tree, and arrested
Mejias at the scene. She was pro-
cessed and released, police said.

Friday, November 7, Kayawdut
Bekah, 48, of Perth Amboy was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Sunday, November 9, a resident of
Plainfield Avenue reported that his
ex-wife calls his house several times
during the day and night at all hours.

Sunday, November 9, a resident of
William Street reported that some-
one entered his motor vehicle and
removed change from his glove com-
partment.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 4, Sajid A.

Khan, 32, of the Bronx, N.Y. was
arrested and charged with driving with
a suspended license after a motor
vehicle stop on Chipmunk Hill.

Tuesday, November 4, a resident of
Peachtree Lane reported that some-
one slashed both passenger side tires
on his motor vehicle and scratched
the rear quarter panel several times
while it was parked in the driveway.

Friday, November 7, a 15- year-old
juvenile was transported to Overlook
Hospital after police said he was found
drunk behind Deerfield Elementary
School. According to police, when
the juvenile was being transferred,
officers found suspected marijuana
on him. The case was turned over to
the juvenile detective, police said.

Monday, November 10, David L.
Hill, 55, of Newark was arrested at
the Essex County jail on an outstand-
ing Mountainside warrant in the
amount of $1,100.


