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Photographers Stage
Circus Of Their Own

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – The circus recently came
to the Arts Guild in Rahway (AGR).

This venue hosted “CIRCUS, CIR-
CUS,” an exhibit of photography cen-
tered on circus–related themes.

Five New Jersey photographers –
Nanci Ori, Jay Seldin, Walter Chandoha,
Ellen Denuto and Grigory Gurevich –
used color and black-and-white pho-
tography to provide their interpretation
of events that occur under and around
the Big Top.

Mr. Gurevich used the bursts of color
usually associated with the circus to
express the emotions associated with
his subject.

This, in itself, provides the viewer
with a refreshing challenge, as one is
used to seeing clowns as happy, not sad
as he depicts in his “Lost.”

Mr. Chandoha, once commissioned
to create promotional photographs
for the Barnum and Bailey Circus,
utilizes the black-and-white contrasts
of silver print to add adventure and
whimsy into his work.

Many aspects of the circus were
viewed from his lens, including “Trainer
Kissing Lion” and “Acrobats.”

Mr. Seldin’s work emphasized the
parades that often accompany the cir-
cus when it comes to town. His photos
were taken on Coney Island and in
Barcelona, Spain.

Ms. Ori’s series of 4x5 inch silver
gelatin prints were created in her dark-
room.

Her family history is entwined with
that of the Ringling Brothers’ Circus, as
her grandfather and his brother invented
the pneumatic calliope that Ringling
Brothers still uses in Baraboo, Wis., the
site of the Circus World Museum.

“I chose to print these images small
to keep them intimate,” Ms. Ori said.

“Performers and staging people have
been putting on the circus for probably
close to 200 years. I do not suspect that
[much has] changed along the way, so
I chose to do them in a sepia tone to give
them a timeless look.”

Ms. Denuto’s large color portrait of a
clown named “Roma” dominated the
exhibit.

The photographer first met Roma
when the clown and his friends were
performing in a circus in Denville, near
Ms. Denuto’s home.

“By the end of the evening, I had met
many of the performers, and their fami-
lies, visiting them backstage or in their
mobile homes,” Ms. Denuto said.

“I visit them every year when they
come to New Jersey, we’ve become
friends,” she said.

“The ‘Circus, Circus’ exhibit…aims
to represent the color, action and drama
of life in the circus through the lives of
performers, their feats of daring and the
colorful world around them,” Lawrence
Cappiello, executive director of AGR,
and curator of the exhibit, said.

The Arts Guild of Rahway is located
at 1670 Irving Street. For more infor-
mation, call (732) 381-7511 or visit
rahwayartsguild.org.

CLOWNING AROUND...“CIRCUS, CIRCUS,” an exhibit at Arts Guild in
Rahway, featured Ellen Denuto’s “Roma,” above.

Canine Org. Improves Lives
Of Those With Disabilities

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Chapter of Canine Companions for In-
dependence, or more commonly known
as CCI, held its biennial fundraiser at
the Basking Ridge Country Club late
last month, raising more than $30,000.
All proceeds went directly to CCI, which
uses the money to breed, train and place
dogs that provide assistance to people
with disabilities so they can ultimately
be more independent.

CCI breeds golden retrievers, as well
as yellow and black labs. CCI places
each dog with a volunteer puppy raiser
for approximately 18 months. This fam-
ily raises the dog as one of its own,
teaching it social skills and basic com-
mands such as sit and stay.

Currently, CCI has 25 puppy raisers
and 37 graduates in New Jersey; one
puppy raiser family and one graduate
reside in Westfield.

CCI volunteer Jen Pottheiser and her
family are raising Callie, a golden re-
triever-yellow lab puppy, in Westfield.
As part of Callie’s training, Ms.
Pottheiser takes her everywhere. Callie
can be spotted at the Garwood Shop
Rite and at numerous restaurants and
shops in downtown Westfield.

Ms. Pottheiser finds the experience
fulfilling.

“People stop to chat constantly when
they see Callie, and the downtown busi-
nesses have been very receptive,” she
said.

Pausing to pet her dog, she looks up
and adds “It’s going to be very hard to
let her go, but any potential hardships of
giving her away is negated by knowing
where she’s going and what good it’s
going to do.”

After a dog’s stay with a volunteer
family, the dog goes to one of five CCI
regional centers, where it receives ad-
vanced training for six to nine months.
In advanced training, the dog is specifi-
cally trained by professional staff.

Lisa Moran is a trainer at a regional
CCI located in Long Island. She said
she “teaches the dogs all different things
that would help a person in need of
assistance to live more independently.”

About halfway through the
fundraiser, Ms. Moran put on a demon-
stration with one of the CCI dogs. Dur-
ing the demonstration, the dog did a
variety of things to help a woman who
was confined to a wheelchair. He pushed
and pulled a door open and closed, and
picked up metal keys and held them in
his mouth until the owner asked for
them. The dog even took money that
was handed to him from a stranger, a
skill that is useful while shopping.

Ms. Moran explained that some dogs
are also trained “to do laundry, get cold
sodas out of the fridge and bring a bottle
of pills. Some can even tug on a sweater,
and pull on or off socks.”

Once advanced training is complete,
a dog is matched with a partner. People
who are in need of a canine companion
participate in an intensive two-week
program at a regional center.

According to Ms. Moran, trainers
“match each dog to a person according
to the capabilities of a person and what
the dog can handle.” Each dog costs
about $40,000 to breed, train and place,

and each recipient gets the dog for free.
Westfield resident Bob Fliegel, a 1996

Westfield High School graduate who
has cerebral palsy, attended “An After-
noon of Wine and Noses” with his CCI
assistance dog Efram. Mr. Fliegel ac-
quired Efram two years ago, only once
he felt he was ready to take on the
responsibilities of having a service dog.

“I feed, walk and take care of the dog
with help from my mom, obviously,”
he said.

At one point, his mother, Sarah
Fliegel, dropped her cell phone. With-
out as much as a command, Efram
lifted his head from Bob’s feet, picked
up the cell phone and placed it in Bob’s
lap. Bob responded by saying, with a
smile, “Efram helps me.”

Mrs. Fliegel’s happiness is appar-
ent when she speaks about Efram’s
impact on her son’s life. “Not only
has he learned more responsibilities
and has become more independent,
Bob is less anxious, happier. Efram
keeps him company and makes him
more social,” she said.

Mrs. Fliegel added that Efram helps
her son become more social through
their involvement in the community.

“He does things through CCI,” she
said. “He speaks publicly about the
organization to raise awareness and
urges others to take dogs, while looking

for new recipients.”
Mr. Fliegel has spoken to schools in

the community, Boy Scout and Girl
Scout troops, about CCI. Mrs. Fliegel
said her son finds great fulfillment in
these public appearances and is cur-
rently available to speak upon request.

The function, “An Afternoon of Wine
and Noses,” featured a silent auction, a
demonstration by one of the CCI dogs,
a reading by Sharon Sakson, author of
“Paws and Effect – The Healing Power
of Dogs,” and a wine and chocolate
tasting.

CCI is in constant need of volunteers
and volunteer puppy raisers; if inter-
ested in volunteering or donating to the
organization, log on to cci.org.

Carolyn Freundlich for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAN’S BEST FRIEND...Westfield resident Bob Fliegel, a 1996 Westfield High
School graduate, has spoken at numerous events on the healing power of dogs. Above,
Mr. Fliegel and canine companion Efram attend “An Afternoon of Wine and Noses.”

Les Marmitons
Announce Dinner Event

CRANFORD – Les Marmitons of
Cranford, drawing members from
across Union County and beyond, will
hold its November Dinner Event on
Monday, November 10, at The
Kenilworth VFW on 21st Street in
Kenilworth at 5:30 p.m.

Chef Dana Chadorf from Doris and
Ed’s will guide members and guests
through the preparation of a multi-
course seafood menu paired with wines.
The event is open to members and
guests.

Les Marmitons is an international
culinary and social club of gentlemen
who share a common interest in friend-
ship shared in preparation, understand-
ing and enjoyment of fine food, wine
and culinary arts.

Les Marmitons of Cranford meet on
the second Monday of the month. For
more information on Les Marmitons of
Cranford, see lesmarmitons.org and se-
lect the Cranford Chapter or e-mail
Richard Dreher, president, at
rdreher@cranfordmarmitons.org.

Potters Will Show and Sell
  This Weekend

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – More than 23
potters will offer functional, ceramic
decorative and kitchen items for sale
at the Potters’ Guild of New Jersey’s
(PGNJ) Fall Show and Sale, which
will be held this weekend at the Com-
munity Presbyte-
rian Church in
Mountainside.

Items for sale
include bakeware,
batter bowls,
pitchers, platters,
plates, mugs, tu-
reens and more.

PGNJ President
Judy Musicant of
Mountainside will
offer her latest
functional art cre-
ations of teapots,
pitchers and bowls
that showcase her
unique and color-
ful glaze combina-
tions.

Norma Messing
of Short Hills will
show her line of stoneware and pot-
tery platters, casseroles and serving
plates for the kitchen and table.

Nancy Zarbock of Pittstown will
bring a new item to Mountainside this
November: raku jewelry or “wear-
able art.”

This is the first time Linda Aldrich
from Boonton, an art teacher at Moun-
tain Lakes High School, will exhibit
at the Mountainside show.

Her work consists of simple, por-
celain vessels with detailed drawings
applied to them.

Livingston potter Carla Horowitz
will display her line of functional
pottery, including her leaf bowls,
while Beth DiCara from Jersey City
will have on hand her whimsical boat–

shaped platters with modeled crabs
and lobsters.

“In these difficult economic times,
we know that everyone wants to
economize. The pottery show is the
perfect place to find well-priced, beau-
tiful, unusual and usable gifts for the
holiday season,” Ms. Musicant said.

When not creat-
ing or selling their
art, PGNJ mem-
bers share their tal-
ent with the com-
munity.

Recently, a si-
lent auction at the
Liberty Science
Center, 100 pieces
of pottery donated
by PGNJ members
netted $1,500 for
the Community
Food Bank of New
Jersey, an organi-
zation that serves
l o w - i n c o m e
people in 18 out of
New Jersey’s 21
counties.

“As our mem-
bership has grown, our charitable
endeavors have become more impor-
tant to the guild,” Ms. Musicant said.

“We couldn’t have been more de-
lighted that we were able to contrib-
ute to this important organization in
this time of growing need,” she added.

Hours for the PGNJ Show and Sale
are Saturday, November 8, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, November
9, from noon to 5 p. m.

The Community Presbyterian
Church is located at 1459 Deer Path
in Mountainside.

The PGNJ meets monthly to view a
member-led demonstration on a topic
of interest.

More information about the PGNJ
can be found on pottersguildnj.org.

The work of Barbara Donatacci

Maxwell Sang - Yellow Iris – Oil Painting

ies.”
Hanna Keselman, Maxwell Sang,

Ellen Renner, Janice Metzger, Betty
Stroppel and Gladys Reimers also re-
ceived memorial awards.

“It is an honor and quite humbling [to
win an award] at an exhibit of such
overall quality. My pictures are in fine
company; [and] my friends in the asso-
ciation are also fine company,” said Ms.
Kolar.

“The judge’s recognition, the cash
value of the award and members’ en-
couragement are especially supportive
in a time of financial uncertainty, which
artists live with regularly and which has
increased for me. Now more of the
population shares it,” she added.

“In addition to changing economics,
there is always uncertainty about the
quality of one’s artwork,” she added. “I
vacillate and can be a terrible judge of
my own finished products. I was hap-
pier than usual that the mood of the
pose, details of likeness, looser strokes
and the temperature of the light and
shadows came together in ‘Dan.’ It was
very affirming that our judge selected
it.”

Mr. Deroo expressed his apprecia-
tion to all who made the “Autumnal
Exhibit 2008” and the artists’ reception
successes, but it was the WAA’s mem-
bers who thanked him for the leader-
ship he has shown over the last few
months.

“It was very nice to see the Westfield
Art Association back on its feet and
holding an annual show. I think Paul
Deroo and his many helpers did a won-
derful job organizing things,” said Ms.
Pearl, who won an award for
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WF Art

“Springtide.”
WAA member, Eileen Willoughby

agreed, saying, “The local art commu-
nity is very grateful to Paul for getting
it up and running again.”

Mr. Deroo is optimistic about the
WAA’s future.

“Overall, everything that I have
seen and heard augurs well for a very
successful future for the WAA,” he
said.

The WAA is open to all artists and
patrons of the arts. Annual membership
dues are $20 for an individual and $30
for a couple or family.

Anyone who would like to join the
WAA should send his or her dues to the
WAA at P.O. Box 874, Westfield N.J.
07090.

More information about WWA is
available on westfieldnj.com/waa/.

NOVEMBER 5 – DECEMBER 7

PAPERPP MILL PLAYHOUSE

BBAILEY HANKS

An Invitation to a Unique Shopping Experience

ARTISTS GALLERY OF GIFTS
 - Offering a new selection of venders -

Handblown Glass • Semi-Precious Stone Jewelry • Mosaic & Leaded Glass
Whimsical Dressups • Fine Art • Holiday Gifts • Folk Art & Vintage Santas

Wearable Art & Lovely Accessories
Featuring Gina Clark – Gold & Gem Stone Collection

PREVIEW – Thursday, November 13th • 7 – 9pm
Friday, November 14th • 10am – 5pm

Saturday, November 15th • 10am – 5pm
Sunday, November 16th • 11am – 5pm

Pam Newell, Hostess – 908-654-3614
603 Clark St. Westfield, NJ

“under a dark and ominous shadow.”
Especially compelling was Kodaly’s
use of solo instruments that offered a
melody followed by the full orchestra’s
interpretation of that same melody.

Maestro Wroe shares his exuberant
passion for any music he presents. He
inspires his professional musicians,
more than 50 in number, and mesmer-
izes his audience with audible extremes.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

WSO’s Monster Music
His forté can rattle the chandeliers,
while his breathtaking pianissimo has
an enthralled audience on the edge of
its seat awaiting a final chord.

For the final bows, Maestro Wroe
graciously shared his well-deserved
applause particularly with the soloists
on flute, oboe and violin. As usual,
Maestro Wroe orchestrated a creative
and inventive night of magic for all.

Courtesy of David Samsky
IT’S ALIVE...The Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) presented Monster
Music, a Halloween celebration featuring the 1931 classic movie Frankenstein
with a new live symphonic soundtrack and a Halloween costume contest.


