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HANDY MAN…Spooky Handy, a New Brunswick-based folk singer, recently
performed at the Mountainside Public Library as part of the library’s Folk Music
Cafe. The new cafe is held on the third Thursday of every month and will feature
different folk singers. Each performance is followed by a sing-a-long and a live
jam session. More information can be obtained by contacting the library at
folkmusiccafe@yahoo.com.

Emerging Artists Can
‘Make Art Their Day Job’

RAHWAY – Emerging artists inter-
ested in establishing a full-time career
in the arts or those who want to reassess
the direction taken to achieve such a
career can have their questions answered
by a panel of artists at the “Make Art
Your Day Job” workshop on Wednes-
day, November 12.

The program runs from 6:15 to 9:15
p.m. The workshop, coordinated by the
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
in the Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal, takes place at the
Union County Performing Arts Center,
located at 1601 Irving Street in Rahway.

The panel moderator, Andy
Bernstein, is a musician and arts educa-
tor. He has spent 18 years touring world-
wide and recording with New Jersey
roots-rockers, The VooDUDES.

The other panelists include Ray
Andersen, Kim Leary, and Sheryl
Sinkow.

Ray Andersen played with the Stone
Pony house band, Cats on a Smooth
Surface, and frequently jammed with
Bruce Springsteen. Finding his true call-
ing, he makes music for kids as Mr. Ray.

Pre-registration is required by No-
vember 7. The registration form and fee
of $10 should be sent to the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, 633 Pearl St., Elizabeth, N.J.
07202. Make checks payable to the
County of Union.

To receive a registration form or more
information, contact the office at (908)
558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. N.J. Relay us-
ers dial 711.

WHS Presents Comedy
Museum from Nov. 13-15

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) will present Museum,
its fall production, on November 13, 14
and 15.

The comedy, which satires the mod-
ern art world, was written by Tina Howe.
Museum takes place on the final day of
a group show of three fictitious con-
temporary artists being exhibited in a
major Manhattan modern art museum.

The comedy premiered in 1976 at
the Los Angeles Actors Theatre and
was later produced at the New York
Shakespeare Festival and Kennedy
Center.

In the course of the day, 40 people
walk through the show: art lovers, skep-
tics, foreigners, students, lost souls,
fellow artists and, of course, museum
guards.

The exhibit, entitled “The Broken
Silence,” consists of four all-white paint-
ings, a group of small but menacing
sculptures, and a clothesline from which
realistic, clothed figures hang out to
dry.

The range of humorous characters
include an older couple that cannot
operate its audio tour headphones prop-
erly, a museum guard who struggles to
keep visitors under control, a pair of
socialites who argue about where the
blank canvases might look better and
numerous visitors who secretly steal
clothespins from the exhibit.

“I’m very proud of our talented stu-
dents as they prepare for this produc-
tion,” WHS Drama Teacher Daniel
Devlin said. “This is a very exciting yet
challenging work. It is unlike many
plays and relies a great deal on the
acting ensemble as a whole, as opposed
to an individual actor to carry the show.

The script offers excellent opportuni-
ties for the performers to develop their
characters.”

The WHS production features an
ensemble cast of 26 students to portray
the 40 characters in the story, requiring
some performers to play two different
parts. The male actors include Peter
Carmo, David Kabakow, Chris Mench,
Bobby O’Rourke, Ross Pohling, Travis
Przbylksi, Julian Seltzer, Nick
Shorrock, Michael Tarnofsky, Garrett
Verdone and Adam Ziering.

The female performers are Mallory
Boesch, Tori Bonsall, Jane Cederroth,
Madeleine DeJohn, Annie Fructman,
Catalina Gaglioti, Rebecca Glasser-
Baker, Jessica Harris, Colleen McCabe,
Annie Oldakowski, Melissa Riegel,
Rebecca Romano, Jenna Roth, Dara
Silverman and Jessica Sipe.

Mr. Devlin, who teaches both Drama
and English, is directing Museum as his
first theater production at WHS.

Art teacher Roy Chambers de-
signed the set, which he also con-
structed with assistance from WHS
students. Student Tzvetie Garneva is
the stage manager, assisted by Adam
Kavalin. Student crews, headed by
seniors Matt Di Fabio and Josh
Schwartz, respectively, are also han-
dling the sound and lighting.

Performances will take place at 4
p.m. on Thursday, November 13, and
7:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday,
November 14 and 15, at the Westfield
High School auditorium, located at
550 Dorian Road. Tickets for general
admission seating are available at the
door for a cost of $8. For more infor-
mation about the show, call (908)
789-4549.

Westfield Resident Davis
Leads NJPAC Gala Event

YOU ARE THE STRONGEST LINK…Westfield resident Lenore Davis, center,
heads the Link Community School gala fundraiser at NJPAC on November 12
with help from other Westfield residents, left to right, Hilary Abramowitz, Jody
Weisman, Marcy Fischer and Lucilla Vollbrechthausen.

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Lenore Davis is co-chairing Link Com-
munity School’s 11th annual A Taste
of Newark gala to be held on Wednes-
day, November 12, at 5:30 p.m. at
NJPAC in Newark.

Serving on the benefit committee,
along with others from around the NJ/
NY area, are Westfield residents Hi-
lary Abramowitz, Marci and Stephen
Fisher, Margaret Kuehn, Jody
Weisman, Lucilla Vollbrechthausen
and Lisa Hicks.

A Taste of Newark, the school’s
major fundraiser, will celebrate the
school and the rebirth of Newark. This
year’s gala comes during the school’s
40th anniversary as an independent
middle school serving youth of all
ability levels from families of limited

means in Newark and the surrounding
areas.

A Taste of Newark features the foods
from 25 restaurants and caterers from
the area, live and silent auctions, and
performances by the school’s African
dancers and the boy’s chorus.

Many Westfield establishments have
donated to the event’s auction, includ-
ing Adler’s Jewelers, Cool Vines, Vic-
tor Passucci Salon, Beauty Reborn at
Salon Visage, InSync, Menina, I to
Eye, Shape Up with Ron Reason, Two
Bumbles and a Bee, J. Winthrop and
The Green Room.

For information about the event and
tickets, visit linkschool.org or contact
event coordinator Suzanne Bellofatto
at (973) 642-5343 or
sbellofatto@linkschool.org.

Musical Club’s Concert
To Feature Brahms, Bach

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will present an evening
concert on Wednesday, November 12,
at 8 p.m. at the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street.

Music for voice, organ and piano
quartet will be fea-
tured. Soprano
Suzanne Beeny-
Jones, accompa-
nied by pianist
Mary Beth
McFall, will per-
form four songs
from the
W e s e n d o n c k
Lieder by Richard
Wagner, which are
settings of texts by
German poet
M a t h i l d e
Wesendonck.

The composer
later used the mu-
sical ideas in two
of the songs,
“Träume” and “Im
Treibhaus,” in his
opera Tristan und
Isolde.

This song cycle is one of only two
Wagner works that are still regularly
performed, aside from his operas.
Club members Debra Biderman and

Lubove Schnable, violinists, and
Carolle-Ann Mochernuk, pianist, will
be joined by guest cellist Linda Fink
to perform two movements of the
Piano Quartet No. 1, Opus 25 of
Johannes Brahms.

The last move-
ment, Rondo alla
Zingarese, is influ-
enced by “gypsy”
music, and its con-
clusion has been
described as one of
the most exciting
in all of chamber
music.

Organist F. Allen
Artz will round out
the program with
organ works of J.
S. Bach.

Merrilyn Crane
serves as the pro-
gram chairman.
The performance
is free and open to
the public.

Refreshments
will be served af-
ter the program, to

give those in attendance the opportu-
nity to meet the performers.

For more information, call (908)
232-2173.

ARTZ, ENTERTAINMENT…Organist
F. Allen Artz will perform on the Musical
Club’s evening concert on November 12.

Coffee With Conscience
Presents Double Bill

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its ninth season by presenting two
well-respected touring singer/
songwriters on a double bill. Jim
Boggia and Greg Tannen will share
the stage at the First United Method-
ist Church of Westfield, located at 1
East Broad Street (corner of North
Avenue) on Saturday, November 8.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $17. Advance purchase of tick-
ets is recommended, by going to
boggiatannen.eventbrite.com. All net
proceeds from this evening’s concert
will be donated to the Plainfield Chap-
ter of Habitat for Humanity.

Mr. Boggia is a singer/songwriter/
multi-instrumentalist. Born blind in
one eye and with limited vision in the
other, Mr. Boggia grew up an only
child with an acutely developed ear for
music. His early fascination for such
iconoclastic pop classics as the Kinks
and Stevie Wonder helped to inform
an aesthetic sensibility that would push
him to create album-length listening
“experiences” on his own releases.

Mr. Tannen is the son of an amateur
jazz pianist and the grandson of a
magician. Mr. Tannen’s music can be
heard on national TV, national radio
and in award-winning films. For more
information about this concert, visit
boggiatannen.eventbrite.com.

Pineda Lyric Company
Presents The Merry Widow

CRANFORD – The Pineda Lyric
Opera Company (Pineda Lyric) will
open its season with Franz Lehar’s
comic operetta The Merry Widow at the
CDC Theatre in Cranford on Novem-
ber 8 and 9.

Premiering in Vienna in 1905, more
than a hundred years later, The Merry
Widow remains one of the most popular
operettas of all time.

The opera whisks audiences away to
the decadent, champagne-filled days of
Parisian elite.

“It’s a fantastic tale of escapism,”
Pineda Lyric’s Executive Director and
Co-Producer Valerie Pineda said.

“These outrageous personalities will

indulge in anything to take their minds
off their failing economy and turbulent
political state —champagne, flirtations,
lies, romance. As over-the-top as this
story is, in many ways, it’s very reflec-
tive of the current climate,” she added.

Christina Rohm (christinarohm.com)
stars as Hanna Glawari, the wealthy
and clever woman on the husband hunt.
Tom Avakian appears as the Baron
Mirko Zeta, the bumbling, desperate
leader of Pontevedro, a tiny country
that without Hanna’s fortune will be
forced into bankruptcy.

Jeremy Moore plays Count Danilo,
the only man around who is not burning
to marry Hanna, at least not for her
newfound fortune. Luis Cabrera plays
Count Camille de Rosillon, a French
attaché who longs for the flirtatious, but
married Baroness Valencienne, as
played by Elizabeth Hillebrand
(elizabethh.com).

Lavish parties, political plots, and
romantic hijinks abound in this fully
staged, lavishly costumed production.

Mark Hyczko (markhyczko.com)
will lead the professional opera singers
and professional chamber orchestra in
such memorable melodies as “The
Merry Widow Waltz,” “Vilja” and “Off
to Chez Maxine’s.”

In addition to the Pineda Lyric, Mae-
stro Hyczko has conducted with
Canada’s Mercury Opera and the Little
Opera Company of New Jersey. He is
on faculty at both Wagner College and
Rutgers University and also holds the
positions of director of music and or-
ganist at St. Peter’s Church in Freehold
and Choir Director and Organist at
Temple B’nai Or in Morristown.

The Pineda family makes up The
Merry Widow artistic team. Juan and
Fausto Pineda co-direct this over-the-
top comedy. With fancy balls, famous
Can-Can girls of Paris and the lilting
“Merry Widow Waltz,” Fausto Pineda
choreographs multiple exciting dance
numbers. Valerie and Patricia Pineda
round out the team as producers.

The Pineda Lyric celebrates its pre-
miere season with a pre-performance
champagne reception and lecture with
Maestro Hyczko.

For an additional fee of $15, long-
time opera fans and newcomers alike
can experience the The Merry Widow
up close and personal. Guests will be
allowed to mingle and enjoy cham-
pagne, light hors d’ouvres and a per-
sonal presentation by Maestro Hyczko
on stage prior to curtain, as well as
preferred seating. Reservations are ex-
tremely limited, so call to reserve tick-
ets.

The Pineda Lyric presents two per-
formances of The Merry Widow on
Saturday, November 8, at 8 p.m. and
Sunday, November 9, at 2 p.m. at the
CDC Theatre in Cranford.

Tickets cost $30 for adults, $25 for
seniors and $15 for students.

The pre-opera champagne reception/
lecture costs $15 (in addition to perfor-
mance ticket). For more information
and tickets, call (908) 731-1377 or visit
pinedalyric.com.

Cuban Tenor Luis Cabrera sings the role
of Camille, and soprano Christina Rohm
performs the role of Hanna Glawari.

Readers Can Explore
‘The Safety of Secrets’
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store in Westfield will hold a meet and
greet for DeLauné Michel, author of
“The Safety of Secrets,” on Saturday,
November 8, from 2 to 4 p.m.

“The Safety of Secrets” is an explo-
ration of the bonds forged in childhood
and challenged decades later, of the
fulfillment of dreams and the damage
they can cause.

Raised in south Louisiana, Ms.
Michel has worked as an actor and is
the founding producer of Spoken Inter-
ludes, a reading series in New York and
Los Angeles. Coming from a literary
family of seven published writers in
two generations, including Andre
Dubus III, James Lee Burke, and André
Dubus, Ms. Michel lives up to her
family’s talent with “The Safety of
Secrets.”

The public can meet Ms. Michel at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (corner
of East Broad and Elmer Streets). For
more information, call (908) 233-3535.

Doree Valenza Demonstrates
‘The Art of Collage’ in SP

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
meeting will be held on Monday, No-
vember 10, at 7 p.m. on the lower level
of the Scotch Plains Library, located at
1927 Bartle Avenue.

A brief business meeting will be
followed by a demon-
stration/workshop on
creating a collage us-
ing a variety of materi-
als. Supplies will be
provided for those who
would like to try their
hand at collage.

The demonstration/
workshop is free and
open to the public. For
more information, con-
tact Paula Pearl at (908)
322-2590.

Doree Valenza, a Livingston artist,
earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree
from Caldwell College. She is certified
to teach grades K-12. She continued
with her studies at Fashion Institute of
Technology, School of Visual Arts, Wil-
liam Paterson University, Kean Col-
lege, NJCVA and has attended other art
related workshops and seminars.

Ms. Valenza is both a painter and a
collagist. Her inspiration comes from
subjects as varied as the cultures of the
fertility goddess, ancient cave paint-
ings, Mesoamerica and the American
Indian. She lists the artists Matisse,
Kandinsky, Gauguin, Calder and her
college art professor Ugo Giannini as
her favorites.

Energized by great color combina-
tions and their intensity, and stimulated
by the colors in nature, especially those
found in the American Southwest, her
works continue to metamorphose. Her

collage paintings combine paper and
paint arranged in a design-like puzzle
that is spontaneous in that it has no
preconceived plan.

The work evolves layer-by-layer,
piece-by-piece, all while trying to in-
corporate design elements with strong

structural balance.
Each series of Ms.

Valenza’s work contin-
ues to evolve. The
Southwest and Native
Americans inspire the
pictographic abstract
designs in her “Poison
Rain Series.”

She uses symbolic
shapes of dancing corn,
lightning, snakes,
Petroglyphs and poi-
son blue rain as com-

ments on the fragile state of the envi-
ronment.

In another series, “Wallpaper
Colorforms,” she recycled wallpaper
that she scraped from her studio walls.

To learn more, visit
doreenvalenza.com.

Star Tulips 2007, cut and painted paper on
masonite,  24" x 24"

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

KEEP ON TRUCKING...Westfield
band Southern Fried Funk opens for
Derek Trucks at Starland Ballroom.
See story on page 20.


