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Defensive end Willie Johnson and
linebacker TJ Mruz led the Blue Dev-
ils with nine and seven tackles, re-
spectively. Gray, Henry Kwok and
Brandon Dietz had six tackles each,
while Nick Matthews and Murray
had five each. DeFazio had three tack-
les, a fumble recovery that set up a
TD and an interception.

The Blue Devil defense showed its
moxie when the Minutemen’s open-
ing drive ground to a halt at the
Westfield 29 thanks to Dietz’s tackle
on fourth down. The Blue Devils’
possession went absolutely nowhere
until Gray pulled off his fake punt,
slanted down the right sideline, eluded
some defenders and dashed into the
end zone with 3:59 left in the first
quarter. The point after failed.

“That’s what it was! It’s his option.
If it’s there, keep it. He did a great
run,” coach DeSarno said.

On the Minutemen’s next posses-
sion, DeFazio recovered a fumble on
the Elizabeth 34. Twenty-seven sec-
onds after their first TD, right guard
Dietz and center Josh Firestone created
a hole and Johnson bolted through for
his 34-yard TD. The two-point conver-
sion attempt failed. Early in the second
quarter, the Blue Devils concluded a
six-play, 66-yard drive with Johnson’s
31-yard TD run. The successful point
after made the score 19-0.

After the Minutemen offense sput-
tered, the Blue Devils took over but
Graham intercepted DiIorio’s pass at
the Westfield 43. Quarterback Jaheed
Mayers hit Lamar Fitzgerald for a 36-
yard completion and four plays later,
with 3:30 left in the half, Graham
pushed in from the one. The point
after was good.

With two seconds left in the half,
Gray’s punt rolled out of bounds at
the Minutemen’s 36. Reserve quar-

terback Ibn Spivey lined up behind
center, Mayer lined up on the left
sideline and Graham lined up on the
right. The expected “Hail Mary” pass
to Graham, instead went to Mayer,
who soared 64 yards, untouched for
the TD. The point after tightened the
score to 19-14.

“We had our opportunities and that
touchdown at the end of the half was
the difference. That really hurt us,”
said coach DeSarno. “We were wor-
ried about Graham on the one side
and the other guy killed us.”

After the Blue Devils’ first posses-
sion of the third quarter spun its
wheels, Gray faked a run and kicked
a booming punt that came to rest on
the Elizabeth 36. On the next play,
Graham found a hole in the middle
and bolted 64 yards for the TD. The
point after gave the Minutemen a 21-
19 lead. The Blue Devils’ next drive
stopped at the Elizabeth 36. With the
help of a 15-yard penalty, the Minute-
men scored again when Graham
scooted in for an eight-yard TD.

DiIorio engineered a 12-play, 61-
yard scoring drive when Johnson added
his two-yard TD plunge to make the
score 28-26 with 9:16 remaining.
DeFazio’s interception at the Westfield
40 gave the Blue Devils hope that
quickly dimmed on four plays. The
Blue Devils got one last chance with
2:42 remaining but a pair of offensive
penalties hampered the drive.

“I thought we did a good job up
front, both sides of the ball, and
Ricardo ran hard,” coach DeSarno
said. “He knew whom he was going
against. He took it as a challenge,
playing in the same game as Ray
Graham. He wanted to show that he is
a great back too.”
Elizabeth   0 14 14   0 28
Westfield 12   7   0   7 26

taken advantage of. If you’re not get-
ting off the field on third down, you
know it’s going to be a long day.
Offensively, I thought we had every-
thing we needed. We had a couple of
opportunities and we shot ourselves
in the foot. Mistake here, a mistake
there,” said Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. “I don’t know if our focus
was good because of some issues we
dealt with during the week. I’m not
going to use that as an excuse, we
can’t but we should have had a better
effort today. Every day you have to
line up and play.”

Linden scored back-to-back TDs
in the opening quarter. Burns found
an opening and rolled 11 yards for the
first TD. The Tigers recovered a
fumble on the Raider 22-yard line
and Meyers later scored on a 20-yard
quarterback keeper with 3:51 left to
make the score 13-0.

Early in the second quarter, the
Raiders recorded a safety after a bad
snap went through the end zone. Later,
the Raiders charged up field with a
66-yard offensive drive, which in-
cluded a 38-yard kickoff return by
junior Javen Hawkins, Green’s 23-
yard reception and a six-yard run by
Taylor. Unfortunately for the Raid-
ers, Binkiwicz was sacked, stopping
the drive.

Burns put the Tigers ahead, 20-2,
with his 27-yard TD run with 1:12
left in the half. Another Raiders’ scor-
ing chance came to rest with six sec-
onds left when they marched to the
Linden 13 where Binkiewicz put a

pass right into a Linden defender.
In the third quarter, Ronnie Fields

had a 37-yard kickoff return to the
Raiders 48-yard line. From there,
Taylor carried four times, ending with
his 12-yard TD sliced around the right
sideline, making score to 20-8 with
6:03 left.

“The runs were designed to cut out
to the outside and that’s what I did.
The wide receivers, Kenny Azard,
Mike Marsan did well gauging on the
corners opening up the wide end. We
did a good job on that drive. It was
one of the best we had in a long time.

The team got together on the same
page and we just punched one in. We
tried to do all that we could but it was
not enough,” said Taylor.

“That play was there all day. We
did not block it right the entire first
half. By the front they were in, that
play should have been run every time.
It was there every, every time,” said
coach Ciccotelli.

Chavis sealed the deal with his three-
yard TD run in the fourth quarter.

“This to me is the ultimate team
game. We have a lot of kids who are
doing well but we need everyone do-
ing it. We still have some kids making
young mistakes for whatever reasons
and we have to look at as a coaching
staff to just keep on coaching, just
keep coaching,” concluded coach
Ciccotelli.
Linden 0 2 6 0 8
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 7 12 8 0 27

Lady Soccer Raiders Shut Out
Johnson, 3-0, for UCT Crown
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are. Kept it cool!”
Due to the offense’s constant pres-

sure, Raider senior goalkeeper Jackie
Law’s job, for the most part, was not
as difficult as it could have been.

“Our defense is always strong but
we had a two-hour breakfast this morn-
ing and talked about all the things we
needed to do. It was intense. We defi-
nitely focused a lot on the offensive
part of the ball,” Law said. “Katie,
Emily and Raychel were absolutely
unbelievable. They really stepped up.
We expect that from Katie and Raychel
because they are team captains but
today Emily Nagourney stepped up in
a huge way. She’s only a sophomore.
She’s got so much potential. Our cen-
ter midfielders are one of the biggest
reasons why we ended up winning.”

With 15 minutes remaining, Law’s
job did get intense when the Crusad-
ers were awarded a penalty kick. Law
read correctly and dove to her right to
preserve the shutout.

“(Head) Coach (Kevin) Ewing al-
ways does penalty kicks. This year he
really helped me a lot to learn how to
read the kicker, as opposed to guess-
ing or reacting to the ball,” Law said.
“There was a lot of adrenalin. The
crowd was going. I read her body like
Mr. Ewing told me to. I made the
save. I was thankful for that.”

One incident that also took a lot of
pressure off the Raiders’ defense came
three minutes into the second half when
Crusader striker and top-scorer Rachel
Syko, who had been successfully cor-
ralled by Glover, Prestridge, Devon
Daly and Delia McGee in the first half,
went down with a knee injury.

“You never want to see a player go
down because we’ve all been hurt. It
definitely relieved a little bit of the
pressure. She’s a great player. When
we scouted them, she was one of the
biggest reasons why. We knew she
was going to be a big threat,” Law
said. “I think Ally, Delia, Stephanie
and Devon definitely focused on shut-
ting her down. We did that. We took
her out of the game. It took a lot out of
us to beat them like this.”

“This is truly amazing! It’s a good
way to remember my high school
career as a soccer player,” Cornacchia
said.

“We definitely played our hearts
out today,” said Law. “It feels amaz-
ing. It’s going to feel better tomorrow
when we wake up and realize that we
four-peated.”
AL Johnson 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 3 3

finish due to an ongoing and persis-
tent groin pull.

“We have been nursing it, nursing
it, nursing it. She tried to run today
and she went down at about a mile-
and-a-half, so she’s out for the sea-
son,” said coach Hornish.

The Blue Devil freshmen team won
its fifth straight title, taking all seven
top places to finish with a 15 total.
Danielle Grimes took top honors. The
JV team won their race with a total of
20. It was the JV’s seventh consecu-
tive UC title. Sophomore Tierney
Cummings crossed first.

“Being that we have a very strong
JV program, we will be up there next
year,” coach Hornish said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GANG TACKLE…Blue Devils Henry Kwok, TJ Mruz and Willie Johnson help
their teammate bring down Elizabeth quarterback Jaheed Mayers. David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING IT DOWNFIELD…Raider Delia McGee, No. 9, brings the ball
downfield into Crusader territory.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLOWING THROUGH…Raider halfback Anthony Taylor, No. 2, rushed for
107 yards and scored a 12-yard touchdown against the Tigers.
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