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VEECK FINISHES NINTH, HATCH CROSSES TWELVTH

Blue Devils Nipped for Third
In Union County X-C Meet

SWEENEY CROSSES THIRD, SCRUDATO GETS EIGHTH

Summit Boys Top Blue Devils
For Union County X-C Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AL Johnson successfully defended
its title by placing three of it runners
in the top-8 at the Union County girls
cross-country championships at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on Octo-
ber 29. The Crusaders, who stung
Scotch Plains-Fanwood by one point
for the title last year, totaled 63 to top
second-placed Summit at 92.

The Cranford Cougars managed to
wiggle past Westfield for third place
by virtue of their No. 6 runner finish-
ing ahead of the Blue Devils’ sixth
runner. Both teams totaled 101.
Roselle Catholic placed fifth at 127,
New Providence too sixth at 184 and
the Raiders placed seventh at 191.

Roselle Catholic’s Ines Simoes was
not deterred at all with the sloppy
conditions as she ran right through a
huge puddle, while others opted to run
around it at the .8-mile mark, en route
to winning the individual title with a
time of 19:04.5. Nichelle Harris, one
of only five Rahway runners, crossed
second with a time of 19:28.41.

“One of the things about this county
race, which has not existed for a long
time, was you had a lot of teams here
that are very similar in capability,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Thom
Hornish. “For a while, one or two
teams were dominant and you didn’t
have displacement. In this race, you
had Roselle Catholic winning the in-

dividual title and Rahway running a
very good individual runner but that
wasn’t part of a team. You had
Cranford that was running well. You
had Westfield, you had Scotch Plains,
you had Johnson and you had Sum-
mit. This is a very important thing for
the county in that you had a strong
field. Whoever won this race deserves
a lot of credit.”

Brittney Veeck was the first Raider
to cross, finishing ninth with a time of
20:10.24 as compared to her time of
20:37.51 last year. Sophomore Alyssa
Hatch, who crossed 12th with a time
of 20:28.64, was the first of seven
Blue Devils, who ran in a fairly de-
cent pack. Sharon Faktor placed 17th
at 21:01.88, while Bridget Grogan,
Shannon Murray and Amy
Roggenburg finished 23-24-25 with
respective times of 21:26, 21:26.44

and 21:27.08. After Raider Laura
Bruce placed 38th at 21:51.59, Blue
Devils Daryl Garfinkel and Allie
Lowenstein finished 39-40 with re-
spective times of 21:55.08 and
22:04.2. Raiders Christine McLean
and Emily Carow had respective times
of 22:21.26 and 22:22.58 and team-
mates Alison Acevedo and Chana
Biner had respective times of 23:00.23
and 23:25.62.

“We had good performances. Our
plan was to try and split up some of
the top teams in this race, which would
be Summit and ALJ. We had a tight
group but we needed to get a little bit
better placement in the end,” said
coach Hornish.

The Blue Devils lost a chance for
additional team points when No. 1
runner Aileen Grogan was unable to

By DAVID B. CORBIN
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Last year, fierce competition made
the Union County boys cross-coun-
try championship a nail-biter but the
Westfield High School (WHS) boys
chewed up just enough to win their
third straight title by nipping Sum-
mit, 65-66. The Summit boys, under
Head Coach Neal Sharma, a former
WHS runner and present Westfield
resident, never forgot the sting and
had three of their runners finish be-
fore the Blue Devils’ No. 1 runner to
claim the Union County title at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on Octo-
ber 29.

The Hilltoppers with a total of 43
became the first team, other than
Westfield or Cranford, to win a UC
title in 20 years. Cranford won from
1997 to 2004 and Westfield had won
from 1989 to 1996 before winning
the previous three. The Blue Devils
took second with a total of 68, Roselle
Catholic was third at 109 and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders were
fourth at 121.

Hilltoppers Tomas Salazar, Fran-
cisco Azevedo and Tom Chin fin-
ished 5-6-7 ahead of Blue Devil Ryan
Scrudato, who crossed eighth with a
time of 17:02.93. Last year, Scrudato

finished 30th with a time of 17:59.06.
“At the mile mark, it was pretty

evenly mixed, our guys and their guys
bunched up together. At about a mile-
and-a-half, they made a move and our
guys didn’t react,” said Blue Devil
Assistant Coach Chris Tafelski. “It’s
a learning experience. That’s the way
we are going to take it and it’s a
mistake we are not going to make two
times. We race the sectionals on the
same course, so hopefully we can
turn out a good team average.”

“We went out hard and were with
them for the first mile then they took
off. I guess they wanted it more,” said
Scrudato, who added, “We are look-
ing forward to sectionals, taking one
race at a time.”

Hilltopper Mike Schaffer crossed
11th followed by Blue Devils Tyler
Cusick, who finished 26th last year
with a time of 17:49.28, and Andrew
Marra with respective times of
17:16.98 and 17:17.21. Blue Devils
Andrew Kirna at 17:21.3 and Julian
Applebaum at 17:28.21 crossed 16th
and 19th, respectively. Zach Lizmi
and Mike Kelley finished 24-25 with
respective times of 17:34.42 and
17:36.15.

Raider Martin Sweeney kept close
to New Jersey top-20 runners DJ

Thornton of Union Catholic and Gov-
ernor Livingston Highlander Chris
Johnson, who crossed 1-2 with re-
spective times of 16:16.11 and
16:22.46 on the muddy course.
Sweeney finished third with a time of
16:38.41, much better than his time
of 17:25.95 last year and three sec-
onds faster than Raider Pat Doliber,
who won the individual title last year.

“I was hoping to draft off DJ and
Chris. That drained me a little bit.
Unfortunately, they pulled away from
me a little bit. I was expecting them to
pull away more,” Sweeney said.
“There were a few puddles that you
couldn’t avoid and it was a little soft
in a few places but it wasn’t as bad as
I expected.”

Raiders Brandon Wheeler, Brian
Walsh and Alex Parker finished 27-
28-30 with respective times of
17:53.06, 17:54.64 and 17:57.71. Bob
Evans finished 33rd with a time of
18:02.96, Greg Favreau was 36th at
18:12.3 and Jon Kirby was 39th at
18:21.63.

TOP 10 TEAM TOTALS:
1. Summit 43, 2. Westfield 68, 3. Roselle
Catholic 109, 4. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
121, 5. Governor Livingston 123, 6.
Union Catholic 163, 7. Cranford 175, 8.
New Providence 243, AL Johnson 260,
10. Rahway 278.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING AMIDST SOME COUGARS…Blue Devil Sharon Faktor, center, runs with some Cranford Cougars at the .9-
mile point of the Union County cross-country meet.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CJ, TJ AND SWEENEY…GL Highlander Chris Johnson, Union Catholic Viking TJ Thornton and Raider Martin Sweeney
run down the muddy path at the Union County cross-country meet. Thornton took first, Johnson placed second and Sweeney
finished third.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,795,000

WESTFIELD TUDOR COLONIAL $849,900WESTFIELD COLONIAL $569,000

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious
amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19 room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace,
sitting room, his & her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases
add convenience to luxury. Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the
hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings. An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite tops,
pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Very charming move-in Colonial featuring an inviting open front porch, Formal Living Room
and Dining Room, Eat-In-Kitchen with a separate dining area which opens to the Family
Room, hardwood floors, natural woodwork and classic period details. The 300‘ deep backyard
has a paver patio and mature trees and plantings. MLS # 2579723

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 11/9  12-4PM $1,289,000
This captivating 10 room, 5 Bedroom, 4.5 bath Center Hall Colonial style home beautifully
articulates the best of 1930’s architectural design with notable custom amenities for today’s
lifestyle. The masterful kitchen design features Canadian Birch cabinetry, granite countertops,
wet bar, and an endless array of epicurean appointments. A grande sized family room (21x17)
with custom built-in maple cabinetry, dining room with corner cabinets & elegantly
appointed living room with fireplace combine to create a floor plan custom designed for
your enjoyment. The tastefully finished basement offers a recreation room with built-in
cabinetry, wine cellar and sauna. Additional amenities include a charming back staircase to
kitchen, guest suite, generous closets and storage space, multi-zone heating and central air,
beautifully manicured property and storybook location. Directions: E. Broad to Wychwood
to Winyah #872. MLS # 2534082

This 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths custom Tudor Colonial home features “Energy Star” rated
construction by D. Villane Construction...a top quality builder with an impeccable
reputation. Beautiful moldings, third floor loft/computer room, Eat In Kitchen with Stainless
Steel Appliances and granite counter tops. Professionally landscaped with sprinklers,
Mahogany front porch. Convenient location close to schools, Memorial Pool and
transportation. MLS # 2552579

SCOTCH PLAINS CAPTIVATING RANCH $599,000
This classic Ranch style home boasts a sparkling, most spacious interior combined with
quality upgrades and amenities throughout. The home offers an updated kitchen (‘08),
master suite with walk-in closet and newer private bath, first floor laundry, furnace and
central air (‘05), Certainteed Cedar Impressions siding and 50‘ custom deck with hot tub
(‘05), hardwood floors, delightful front porch, fireplace in Living Room and more. Set on
a spectacular 1.4 acre property yet just moments from schools, shops, NY transportation
and recreation. MLS # 2578629

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


