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Hadassah to Welcome
Physician at Meeting
WESTFIELD – Westfield

Hadassah will hold its next general
meeting on Monday, November 17,
at noon at Temple Emanu-El, located
at 756 East Broad Street in Westfield.

The program will feature Dr.
Chaitali Gupte, a fourth-year resi-
dent in internal medicine at Overlook
Hospital in Summit. She will speak
on “Osteoporosis and You.”

Dr. Gupte’s talk will include an over-
view of osteoporosis, plus a discus-
sion of diagnostic tests and various
treatments. She will provide informa-
tion on current recommendations for
combating osteoporosis and talk about
new therapies that are available.

Additionally, Dr. Gupte will answer
questions from the audience follow-
ing her presentation. Guests are wel-
come. For further information, call
Carole Thau at (908) 771-9251.

Films to Be Screened as Part
Of ‘Jewish Literature’ Series
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library will present two spe-
cial movie nights, both of which will
be held in conjunction with the
library’s “Let’s Talk About It: Jewish
Literature” book discussion series.

The Counterfeiters, an Academy
Award winner from 2007, will be
shown on Wednesday, November 12,
at 7 p.m. This film depicts the true
story of the largest counterfeiting
operation in history, set up by the
Nazis in 1936.

American Splendor, Oscar nomi-
nated in 2003, will be screened on
Wednesday, November 19, at 7 p.m.
This original mix of fiction and real-
ity illuminates the life of comic book
hero and everyman Harvey Pekar.

According to the library, the “Let’s
Talk About It: Jewish Literature”
book discussion series has been a
great success. Members of the com-
munity have come to the library af-
ter having read one of the graphic
novels and joined in a discussion led
by Professor Edward Shannon of
Ramapo College.

Professor Shannon has given an
overview of graphic novels, comics
and American culture at the time the
books were written, after which he
has engaged participants in lively
conversation.

Two more discussions are sched-
uled. The first will feature “The Quit-

ter” by Harvey Pekar on Tuesday,
November 18, and the second will
focus on “The Rabbi’s Cat” by Joann
Sfar on Tuesday, December 9. Both
will begin at 7 p.m.

The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more information about
these or any library programs, call the
library at (908) 322-6400.

Public Focus on Government
Should Extend Past Elections
By REV. DR. DARLA TURLINGTON

I’m writing this before Election Day,
but you will be reading it after Novem-
ber 4. If you are pleased with the
election results, I congratulate you. If
you are disappointed, I offer my con-
dolences. If you are not too concerned
either way, I resonate with you.

Don’t get me wrong. I have a strong
preference for who serves as my Presi-
dent and Congressional leaders. For
the next four years, I’d much rather
have changes that move in the direc-
tion of my political and economic
philosophy, but I’ll live with changes
that favor the opposing philosophy if
that is what comes.

And that’s not because I don’t care.
It’s because I care more about my
fellow citizens, even wrong-headed
ones, than about the current adminis-
tration. Over the long haul, I trust the
checks and balances at the heart of our
governmental system to work, and I
see a variety of positions among lead-
ers and populace as a sign of health.

That’s why I’ve been dismayed
during the election season. Sure, there
were misleading campaign slogans
and inaccurate criticisms, but we
know to take them with a grain of salt
(don’t we?). What has disturbed me is
the person-to-person labeling and dis-
dain, as individuals discussed the cam-
paign. Why should my liking one of
the candidates make a proponent of
the other “sick”? What is it about my
considered judgment that justifies
someone rolling their eyes? Why
should my preference cause a col-
league to distance from me?

I can only conclude that the people
responding in such rejecting ways
have lost touch with that patriotic

ideal of our republic – civilized pub-
lic debate. When they ask what I
think, they are really asking for agree-
ment with what they think. That makes
for cozy sameness, but doesn’t do a
thing for the search for truth and
creative solutions.

And often, when they state what
they think, it turns out they have not
thought at all, but are parroting rheto-
ric they picked up from their favorite
commentator or from some sarcastic
e-mail flitting around the world wide
web. With the remarkable freedom of
inquiry we have, plus access to
Internet data, why should we act un-
informed? Where’s the power of dis-
cernment that can agree with part of
a platform instead of swallowing it all
whole? Where’s the insight that sepa-
rates personality from position and
knows when one is being moved by
gut-level reaction rather than by per-
suasive arguments?

This lowest common denominator
of public discourse is what I am con-
cerned about. So I appeal to you, my
fellow citizens, to set a new goal for
yourself. Strive to pay attention to
government long after the election.
Inform yourself about bills and votes.
Advocate for your thoughtful posi-
tions. Be informed and involved after
the election, when you are no longer
fed “one-liners.” Dig into the complex
issues that face our country and care
about answers, rather than who offers
them. Who knows, maybe in four years,
you’ll be running for election!

* * * * * * *

Reverend Turlington is senior pas-
tor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

John Gilmartin Is Honored
On Attaining Eagle Status

John Gilmartin

WESTFIELD – John Gilmartin,
currently a senior at Westfield High
School and a member of Holy Trinity
Boy Scout Troop 73, was honored at
an October 26 ceremony at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall in Westfield to rec-
ognize his attaining the rank of Eagle
Scout. Eagle status is the highest rank
available in Boy Scouting.

John, the son of Kathy and James
Gilmartin of Westfield, has been an
active member of Troop 73 since 2002.
He most recently served as the troop’s
Senior Patrol Leader for the scout
year 2007-2008.

His Eagle project was a two-phase
task. The first phase involved a river
cleanup of the portion of the Rahway
River alongside Droeschers Mill in
Cranford, and the second phase was
the construction and installation of
signs reminding the public to keep
the area’s rivers clean.

 A veteran lifeguard at the Westfield
Memorial Pool, this summer John

also participated in a Future Leader
Camp held at Norwich Military Uni-
versity in Vermont, completing the
program as the Honor graduate of
Delta Company.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

Monday-Friday 10-7 • Saturday 10-5:30 • Sunday 1-5 • SALE NOW THRU NOVEMBER 11
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  (908) 756 - 7623  www.valleyfurnitureshop.com 

Kindel • Stickley • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • Dimes • French Heritage

GREATEST SAVINGS OF THE YEAR!!

63RD ANNIVERSARY SALE
STICKLEY 50% OFF TRUCKLOAD SALE

DOOR PRIZE DRAWING - $1500 STORE GIFT CERTIFICATE

Save up to 65% off in our Shifman Truckload SALE
30 - 50%Off Fine Oil Paintings

50%Off Oriental Rugs (Orders and Floor ) R E F I N I S H I N G  &
R E U P H O L S T R Y

( In excess  of  $1000)

10%Off

inence (SUI) because they think it’s a natural 

ms when we can treat these conditions in 

Many women live with the pain, pressure and dropping sensation of pelvic organ prolapse 
or with the inconvenience of stress urinary incont
part of getting older. These conditions affect millions of women, causing discomfort and 
embarrassment. But why cope with these proble
one day–with less discomfort and faster recovery than with traditional procedures. To learn 
more, visit www.beatprolapse.com and www.beatsui.com or contact us at our office.

Labib E. Riachi, M.D.
240 Williamson Street, Suite 304
Elizabeth NJ 07202
908-282-2000 • www.RiachiSurgery.com

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Genealogist to Discuss
Cemeteries at Meeting
WESTFIELD – Beverly Yackel of

the Monmouth County Genealogical
Society will discuss cemeteries at the
regular meeting of the Genealogical
Society of the West Fields on Thurs-
day, November 13. It will begin at 1
p.m. at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, located at 550 East Broad Street.

A genealogist for many years, Ms.
Yackel will discuss how to locate the
final resting place of family members
and the proper methods of working in
a cemetery to preserve the markers
and record their data safely.

Additionally, she will talk about
the importance of preserving old cem-
etery sites and how to conduct an
“inventory” for posterity. Attendees
will be invited to relate stories about
their own cemetery treks (spooky or
otherwise) in a question-and-answer
session after the main presentation.

The meeting is open to the public.
Refreshments will be served after the
program. For more information, call
Nancy Humphrey at (908) 612-6029.

Easing Tax Preparation
To Be Program Topic
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library has invited the
public to attend “Painless Tax Prepa-
ration: Understanding IRS 1040 Re-
quirements” on Monday, November
17, from 7 to 9 p.m. There is no charge.

Gene Reiss, an AARP tax aide vol-
unteer, will be the presenter. This pro-
gram is designed to teach participants
how to identify the types of documents
needed to file a Federal tax return, help
them understand which government
and financial forms are required and
enable them to become comfortable
with all nine sections of Form 1040.
Light refreshments will be served.

Pre-registration is highly recom-
mended, as space is limited. The li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. For more information, to regis-
ter or to get directions, call the library
at (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

WHS Junior Katie Ramiré
Races For Girl Scout Gold

WESTFIELD – Katie Ramiré, a
Westfield resident and junior at
Westfield High School,
recently completed her
Girl Scout Gold Award
requirements. She is a
member of Troop 722.
The Gold Award – the
highest award available
to Girl Scouts – focuses
on interests, utilizes lead-
ership skills and involves
reaching out to the com-
munity.

For her Gold Award
project, Katie hosted a
Kids Fitness Day and
Relay Race at Westfield’s
Wilson Elementary School on Octo-
ber 5. This event focused on educat-
ing girls and boys in fourth and fifth
grades. Throughout the event, par-
ticipants learned about the impor-
tance of exercise, healthy snacking
and hydration, as well as how to
properly do stretches and warm-ups.

 At the end of the day, a relay race
took place featuring three teams. It
was designed as an opportunity for
the youngsters to link their newfound
knowledge and their physical ability

together.
Katie, who enjoys the sport of run-

ning, currently is a mem-
ber of the Westfield High
School Cross Country
team. She chose this
project for her Gold Award
because she wanted to in-
troduce the sport of run-
ning to young children
while also promoting
health and fitness.

Local organizations in-
cluding ShopRite of
Garwood, ShopRite of
Clark, Stop n’ Shop,
Trader Joe’s and
Hershey’s Subs and Deli-

catessen, all of Westfield, donated
items for the event.

Katie also extended thanks to her
parents, Lee and Margaret Ramiré;
her sister, Sarah Ramiré; her project
mentor, Catherine Feuerstein; nurse
Joan Patella; coaches Thomas
Hornish and Hilary Brown; Troop
Leader Kim Friedman and other
helpers, including Mary Honrath,
Ingrid Migliorini, Liz Kamel, Emily
Harris, Tyler Cusick, Caraugh Ball,
Liz O’Connor and Rachel Friedman.

Katie Ramiré

SCHOOL SPIRIT…The Rotary Club of Westfield welcomes Westfield Public
Schools Superintendent Margaret Dolan to its October 14 luncheon meeting at the
Westfield Area “Y.” Pictured, from left to right, are: Robert Love, Superinten-
dent Dolan, Jubb Corbet, Darielle Walsh and Mark Elsasser.

Superintendent of Schools
Speaks to Westfield Rotary

WESTFIELD – “Going Green” was
among the themes Superintendent of
Westfield Public Schools Margaret
Dolan discussed during her October
14 talk at the Rotary Club of Westfield’s
weekly luncheon meeting.

She spoke on the simple initiatives
put in place to reduce the electric bill
of the school system by as much as 30
percent one month versus the prior
year’s same month.

Superintendent Dolan also stated that
there currently are more than 6,200
students in the Westfield Public Schools
system. “We are happily bursting at the

seams,” she told her audience.
She described the successful open-

ing of the Lincoln School in Septem-
ber – on time and below budget – that
enrolls preschoolers and
kindergarteners from every district.
The superintendent noted that while
the Lincoln School building was con-
structed in the 1920s, it has been
transformed inside with state-of-the-
art, 21st-century utilities and tech-
nology for the benefit of the students.

The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
every Tuesday for lunch from 12:15 to
1:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
Guests are always welcome. For more
information about the organization,
visit westfieldrotary.com.

Hiking Club Offers
Variety of Activities

AREA – The Union County Hiking
Club offers various hiking and bicy-
cling activities, most of which take
place in central and northern New
Jersey. Membership dues are $10 per
year. Prospective members may try
out the club by taking part in up to
three outings before joining. For a free
schedule, which includes a new mem-
ber application, call (908) 527-4900.


