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“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

The CyberKnife.  Painless, non-invasive, highly accurate.
The CyberKnife has revolutionized the way we treat tumors in patients. 

Using advanced robotics and sophisticated image guidance, we can 

more accurately target inoperable tumors with higher doses of radiation.  

For many, it offers a hopeful option without the incisions or pain of

surgery.  As the first hospital in the northeast to have the CyberKnife, 

Overlook adds the benefit of experience to a technology that’s truly

remarkable.  Faster recoveries, fewer complications and better quality

of life mean getting you back on target.

For a referral to an oncologist call 866-413-2786.  For more information 

or to sign up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

This is how we see inoperable tumors.

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

My column in The Westfield Leader,
October 2, discussed litigation wherein
your federal tax dollar is at work to re-
quire a New York community redo its
government structure – so that governing
body members are elected by wards or
some proportional scheme, instead of at-
large, the objective being to make it likely
a Hispanic would win in a now largely
Hispanic part of town. Case pending.

But this quest for mechanisms to allo-
cate, share and control power has been
with the world since day two and us since
1787. This brings us to 2000, 2004, 2008,
and several elections in the 19th Century:
the Electoral College (EC).

If you believe the simplistic “whoever
gets the most votes should win” approach,
which has a lot to recommend it, the EC
is an anachronism, clearly a wrong result.
Abolish it, they cry. Bottom line, impos-
sible, absent a brand new Constitution.
(Do we really want a revolution every 20
years, as Jefferson suggested?) or impos-
sible Constitutional amendment. Any
change nationwide would require 38
states, [3/4], including some who benefit
mightily now from the present EC, to
agree. The small population states [10
have only three or four electoral votes
each] have influence far beyond voters
from the large states in the EC.

They would be lost in the “whoever
gets” scheme. Folks, they ain’t gonna
agree. In addition, nationwide “Winner
take all” would encourage, even more so
than today, the candidates to concentrate
on the big states “in play” and ignore the
rest. The right 12 large states alone have
the EC votes to elect the President. I think
Nixon was the last candidate to appear in
all 50 states, and that may have been
showboating – but he won 49.

“Get around” the EC? The National Con-
ference of State Legislatures proposed, in
2006, a plan, the National Popular Vote
(NPV) Movement, which Maryland adopted
in 2007, and New Jersey adopted, January
13, 2008. California’s legislature passed it;
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger vetoed
it in 2006. Superficially, it is simple: it
creates a contract only among concurring
“NPV” states, effective only when states
with an aggregate of 270 electoral votes
have signed on. Then the electors in every
NPV state are “required” to cast all their EC
votes to conform to the winner of the na-
tional popular vote, regardless of the local
results. Voila, the victor by nationwide popu-
lar vote.

As usual, the devil is in the details. The
statute is tough to explain in allotted space.
The chief election official in each NPV
state shall determine the total votes in all

Fair Allocation Of Power;
The Electoral College

states and declare the national popular
vote winner, for purposes of his/her state.
It may not be that simple, what with
contests, recounts, etc.; it can – and has –
taken weeks to decide who won, say,
Florida. The New Jersey electors that are
to go vote in Trenton in early December
and send results to Washington are those
representing the party whose candidate
got the most votes in all 50 states, not, as
now, who won in the Garden State. Our
“chief election official” is required to
treat “as conclusive” the statement of 49
counterparts as to the results in those
respective states. The 2000 election
showed that “conclusive” ain’t necessary
having so, so long as state and federal
courts are sitting.

My point: the NPV, which half the
states have not even acted on, can create
more questions and problems than it
solves. President Bush undoubtedly was
hindered in 2000 by the month delay in
recruiting and clearing and confirming
hundreds of people for the new adminis-
tration. What happens if the electors in
the NPV states holding the commanding
number of EC votes just have not been
determined, for many reasons? This needs
a lot more work and clarification.

See the excellent discussion of the EC
in the novel “The People’s Choice,” by
Jeff Greenfield.

My preferred solution: EC votes be split
by each Congressional district (CD). In
California that would give the Republi-
cans a couple dozen electoral voters. Here
the Republicans would get around six of
15, and New Jersey is solid blue no more.
Each CD would vote for one elector, rep-
resenting a specific slate, and two more at-
large statewide would go to the statewide
winner; this would produce a result roughly
proportional to the total popular vote. Per-
fectly legal, up to the state legislatures to
enact. Maine and Nebraska already re-
quire splitting of EC votes.

The important feature: minority voters
get EC representation and New Jersey
(and others) should start having appear-
ances from candidates who ignore states
like ours. That could give the minority
some influence in the final EC result.

But both parties benefit from the sys-
tem now in place and do not want any
change. It won’t be New Jersey to change.

Like most of the comments made here,
don’t hold your breath waiting for mean-
ingful discussion, let alone solution.

Former Westfield Mayor Bud Boothe
has been following state and local gov-
ernmental issues in New Jersey for half a
century, and periodically writes columns
based on his research and experience.

Governor Appoints Local
Residents to State Boards

TRENTON — Governor Jon
Corzine this week announced the di-
rect appointments that include local
residents: Frank Savino of Cranford
to Fire Protection Equipment Advi-
sory Committee, Mary Hall Gregg of
Westfield to New Jersey Health In-
formation Technology Commission,
Emil Cappetta of Summit to New
Jersey State Board of Dentistry and
Maxine Feinberg of Westfield to New
Jersey State Board of Dentistry.

The complete list of appointments
is:

Atlantic Cape Community College
Board of Trustees: Reappoint David
Evans (Galloway, Atlantic).

Bergen County Community Col-
lege Board of Trustees: Reappoint
Philip Ciarco, III (Lyndhurst, Bergen).

Board of Boiler, Pressure Vessel
and Refrigeration Rules: Appoint
Madeleine Chernesky, P.E. (Lake
Como, Monmouth).

Board of Pharmacy: Reappoint
Margherita Lafragola (East Ruther-
ford, Bergen); Reappoint Richard
Palombo, (Beesley’s Point, Cape
May).

Brookdale Community College
Board of Trustees: Reappoint Rich-
ard Maser, PE, PP, CME (Long
Branch, Monmouth); Reappoint Gene
Mulroy (Colts Neck, Monmouth).

Burlington County College Board
of Trustees: Reappoint Cindy Perr,
Esq. (Medford, Burlington).

County College of Morris Board of
Trustees: Reappoint Jeffrey Advokat,
Esq. (Denville, Morris).

Fire Protection Equipment Advi-
sory Committee: Appoint Robert
Young, Sr. (Port Monmouth,
Monmouth); Appoint Frank Savino
(Cranford, Union); Reappoint Angela
Morello Lange (Boonton, Morris);
Reappoint Richard Ravaioli (Union,
Union); Appoint Walter Dubyna
(Clifton, Passaic); Reappoint Timo-
thy Krulan (Long Valley, Morris);
Appoint Gerard Duffy (Bloomfield,
Essex); Appoint Chief Michael
Postorino (Sparta, Sussex); Reappoint
Scott Nichols (Sussex, Sussex); Ap-
point Laura Single (Ramsey, Bergen).

Gloucester County College Board
of Trustees: Appoint Douglas Wills,
Esq. (Mullica Hill, Gloucester); Re-
appoint George Scott, D.P.M., D.O.
(Williamstown, Gloucester).

Hunterdon County Board of Elec-

tions: Appoint Stewart Palilonis, Esq.
(Lambertville, Hunterdon).

Mercer County Community Col-
lege Board of Trustees: Reappoint
Mark Matzen (Trenton, Mercer).

New Jersey Building Authority:
Appoint William Mullen
(Succasunna, Morris).

New Jersey Health Information
Technology Commission: Appoint
Mary Hall Gregg, Ph.D. (Westfield,
Union).

New Jersey State Board of Den-
tistry: Appoint Steven Brisgel (Short
Hills, Essex); Reappoint Emil
Cappetta, D.M.D. (Summit, Union);
Reappoint Maxine Feinberg, DDS
(Westfield, Union); Appoint Sheila
McFadden Dashkow, DDS (Cherry
Hill, Camden); Appoint Shirley
Birenz, RDH (Belmar, Monmouth);
Reappoint Dr. Herbert Dolinsky (Jer-
sey City, Hudson); Reappoint
Alexander Hall, DMD (Riverdale,
Morris); Reappoint Arnold
Rosenheck (West Orange, Essex).

New Jersey Transportation Trust
Fund Authority: Appoint Louis
Giammarino (West Orange, Essex);
Reappoint Honorable Joseph Ripa
(Voorhees, Camden).

Ocean County Board of Elections:
Reappoint Alfonso Santoro
(Beachwood, Ocean); Reappoint
Honorable George Gilmore (Toms
River, Ocean)

South Jersey Port Corporation:
Appoint Robert Anthony DeAngelo,
Sr. (Paulsboro, Gloucester).

Sussex County Board of Elections:
Appoint Elizabeth Kaplan (Green
Township, Hunterdon).

Sussex County Community Col-
lege Board of Trustees: Reappoint
Thomas Long (Newton, Sussex);
Appoint Wayne Yahm (Franklin, Sus-
sex).

Kean Welcomes Maryland
Lt. Gov. Steele to New Jersey

TRENTON — State Senate Repub-
lican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) recently welcomed former
Maryland Lieutenant Governor Michael
Steele to New Jersey. The Former Lt.
Governor was invited by Senator Kean
to address the Senate Republican cau-
cus about critical issues facing the state
and nation.

“Lieutenant Governor Steele is a
dedicated public servant who has cham-
pioned a number of worthy causes that
he and I believe are paramount to hav-
ing a responsive government and a
strong state,” Mr. Kean stated. “Fiscal
responsibility, government accountabil-
ity and environmental preservation and
protection top the list.”

In the hour-long meeting with the
caucus, Mr. Steele stressed the impor-
tance of grass roots organization and
constituent outreach. He also gave an
anecdotal story of how he successfully

fought to have a property tax cap re-
main in place in his home county of
Prince George’s Maryland.

 “New Jersey and Maryland are simi-
lar in many respects,” Mr. Kean contin-
ued, “so Lieutenant Governor Steele
can understand and relate to some of
the pressing issues facing our state. I
believe the meeting was very beneficial
and hope some of the ideas we dis-
cussed will be successfully imple-
mented to help make New Jersey more
affordable and government more ac-
countable.”

Senator Kean and Lt. Gov. Steele
first met four years ago when both were
members of the inaugural class of As-
pen-Rodel Fellows, a two-year leader-
ship program that identifies rising po-
litical leaders from across the country.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HI-FIVE...President Bill Clinton and New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine ex-
change greetings during the campaign rally in Cranford last Saturday at Union
County College.
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