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POLICE BLOTTER

Blaze Destroys
Cranford Home

CRANFORD -- A home on Wash-
ington Street, just off South Avenue in
Cranford, was destroyed by fire early
Tuesday morning.

Firefighters from several communi-
ties, including Westfield and Linden,
battled the blaze from about 3 until 6
a.m. The structure was reported to be
fully involved as firefighters arrived at
the scene. No injuries were reported in
the smoky blaze scene from several
blocks that sent embers toward adja-
cent buildings.

 Preliminary reports were that the
structure was a complete loss. The
news helicopter hovering over the site
awakened morning commuters.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BIG TURNOUT...Long lines greet early voters in the region. At McKinley School
in Westfield, late arrival of poll workers resulted in many voters being delayed
with long waits to cast their ballots. Although polls were to open at 6 a.m., a
woman, who declined to be identified, described poll workers as “supposed to
arrive at 5:15” arriving at 6:15 and needing to be shown how to work the
equipment.

BREAKING GROUND... Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr join Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA Executive Director
Karin Dreixler for the groundbreaking of their new facility.

Observances Planned
For Veterans Day

AREA – Multiple observances are
planned on Tuesday, November 11, in
honor of Veterans Day.

Ceremonies in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will begin at 11 a.m. with the
laying of wreaths at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, located at 430 Park
Avenue, and will include the dedication
of the Korean War Veterans Memorial
Clock.

Wreaths will be presented at noon at
the Fanwood Memorial Library, located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

In Westfield, Martin Wallberg Post
No. 3 of the American Legion will hold
ceremonies starting at 10:45 a.m. at the
Monument to Veterans of World War I at
the North Avenue and East Broad Street
plaza.

In Mountainside, the Veterans of For-
eign Wars will sponsor a wreath-laying
ceremony at 11 a.m. on Constitution Plaza.
A free lunch for all in attendance will
follow at the Mountainside Elks, located
on Route 22, East.

See articles on Page 6 for further infor-
mation on Veterams Day events.

Lautenberg (D) by 61.3 percent com-
pared to Dick Zimmer’s (R) 36.8 per-
cent. County voters favored Leonard
Lance (R) with 49.7 percent to Linda
Stender’s (D) 45.1 percent for Con-
gress.

In the Union County race for the
three Board of Chosen Freeholder
seats, incumbent Democrats swept to
victory over their Republican oppo-
nents by substantial margins. Victors
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth with
100,372, Nancy Ward of Linden with
99,393 and Rick Proctor of Rahway
with 97,368 defeated John Russitano
of Westfield with 62,599, Michael
Yakubov of Roselle Park with 61,482
and Joseph Franchino of Berkeley
Heights with 61,386 votes.

In municipal races for Union
County, New Jersey, the results are as
follows:

Berkeley Heights Township Coun-
cil (three years, vote for two), Repub-
licans Joseph G Bruno and Elaine
Perna won the two seats. Votes: Mr.
Bruno (R) 3,342; Ms. Perna (R) 3,285;
Alexandra Chirinos (D) 2,908;
Charles Hasz (D) 2,761.

Clark Township Mayor (four years)
was won by Sal Bonaccorso (R, I)
with 4,627 votes over Gary Slodowski
(D) 3,093 votes.

Clark Township Council (three
years, vote for three): The winners
are Alvin Barr (R) 4,304; Sheila
Whiting (R) 4,286, and Angel
Albanese (R) 4,237, defeating Diane
Lanigan (D) 2,956; Nancy Sheridan
(D) 2,911, and Nancy Shanahan (D)
2903.

Cranford Township Council (three
years, vote for two), the vote is split
with winners being Mark Dugan (R)
and Daniel Aschenbach (D). The tal-
lies are: Mr. Aschenbach (D) 5,463;
Kevin Illing (D) 5,364; Christopher
Drew (R) 5,451 and Mr. Dugan (R)
5,517.

Elizabeth Mayor (four years), Chris
Bollwage (D, I) with 17,675 votes
defeated Albert Martin (R) with 4,473
votes.

Elizabeth Council (four years, vote
for three): All were unopposed with
the tallies being Edward Jackus (D)
16,339; Patricia Perkins-Auguste (D)
16,354, and Frank J. Cuesta (D)
16,690.

Fanwood Council (three years, vote
for two): Joan Wheeler (D,I) with
1,875 votes and Russell Huegel (D)
with 1,750 votes defeated Robert
Manduca (R) with 1,682 votes and
Mike Lee Szuch (R) with 1,668 votes.

Garwood Council (three years, vote
for two): Jonathan Linken (D) with
897 votes and Louis Petruzzelli (D)
with 920 votes defeated Timothy O.
Hak (R) with 879 votes and Patricia
Quattrocchi (R) with 861 votes.

In Hillside, there was no election.
Kenilworth Council (three years,

vote for two): Kevin Leary, Jr. (R)
with 1,773 votes and Scott Klinder
(R) with 1,729 votes defeated Robert
Beiner (D) with 1,303 votes and
Darrin F. McMahon (D) with 1,333
votes. For council, one year unex-
pired term, Salvatore Candarella (R)
with 1,782 votes defeated Cheryl
Pantina (D) with 1,331 votes.

Linden Council (three years): 4th
Ward unopposed winner is Derek
Armstead (D) with 1,343 votes. 6th
Ward: Robert Sadowski (D) with 493
votes defeated Diane Wilverding
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(Ind.) with 424 votes. 8th Ward:
Michele Yamakaitis (D) with 1,104
votes defeated Elaine Lubas (Ind)
with 194 votes. 10th Ward: Richard
Puschel (Dem) with 914 votes de-
feated Bruce M. Howe (Ind) with 694
votes.

Mountainside Council (three years,
vote for two): Unopposed winners
Keith Turner (R) with 2,137 votes
and Paul Mirabelli (R) with 2,118
votes.

New Providence Council (three
years, vote for two): Armand
Galluccio (R) with 3,339 votes and
Vincas Vyzas (R) with 3,162 votes
defeated Norman Samodovitz (D)
with 1,638 votes.

Plainfield Council (four years):
Council-At-Large winner is Annie C.
McWilliams (D) with 11,633 votes.
1st Ward (unopposed, two year) win-
ner is William Reid (D) with 2,436
votes. 3rd Ward (unopposed, four
year) winner is Adrian Mapp (D) with
3,329 votes.

Rahway Council (four years): 1st
Ward: Bobby Akbar (D) 1,099 de-
feated Lawrence Bodine (R) 314. 2nd
Ward: Michael Cox (D) 1,058 de-
feated Ken Lund (R) 470. 3rd Ward:
Jerome Scaturo (D) 1,007 defeated
Bryan DesRochers (R) 619. 4th Ward
(unopposed): winner David Brown
(D) 1,555. 5th Ward: Jennifer Wenson
Maier (D) 898 defeated James
Pekarofski (R) 526. 6th Ward: Samson
David Steinman (D) 974 defeated
Kevin Retcho (R) 657.

Roselle Council (three years, all
unopposed): 1st Ward: Yves François
Aubourg (D) 1,046. 3rd Ward: Cecilia
Dallis Ricks (D) 1,263.

Roselle Park Council (three years):
At-Large, Carl Hokanson (D) with
2,523 votes defeated J. Ricky Badillo
(R) with 2,432 votes. 1st Ward,
Laurence Dinardo (D) with 507 votes
defeated Richard Huxford (R) with
471 votes.

Scotch Plains Mayor and Council
(four years): Nancy Malool (R) for
Mayor with 6,126 votes defeated
Kevin Glover (D) with 5,415 votes.
Mary De Paola (R) for Council with
5,875 votes defeated Theresa Mullen
(D) with 5,385 votes.

Springfield Council (three years,
vote for one): Hugh Keffer (D) with
3,050 votes defeated Jerry Fernandez
(R) 2,843 and Steven Grau (Ind.) 746.

Summit Council (three years): 1st
Ward unopposed winner Ellen
Dickson (R) received 2,463 votes.
2nd Ward winner Michael Vernotico
(R) with 2,408 votes defeated Terri
Tauber (D) 2,041.

Union Township Council (three
years unopposed) winner Joseph
Florio (D) received 11,964 votes.

Westfield had no election this year.
Winfield Council: (three years, vote

for one): Oneida Braithwaite (D) with
442 votes defeated Robert Reilly (R)
with 280 votes.

Westfield
Saturday, November 1, Roger E.

Quiros, 36, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop on the
400 block of West Broad Street. He was
held in accordance with state guide-
lines.

Saturday, November 1, Tasean
Thorne, 36, of Elizabeth was arrested on
a Springfield contempt of court warrant
after a motor vehicle stop at North Av-
enue and Clark Street. Thorne was re-
leased after posting $235 bail.

Saturday, November 1, Charles M.
Newsome, 23, of Newark was arrested
at NJ Transit Police headquarters in
Newark on a Westfield contempt of court
warrant, with bail of $300. He was un-
able to post bail and was committed to
the Union County jail.

Saturday, November 1, Andrea Webb,
23, of Roselle was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Cross-
way Place on contempt of court war-
rants from Westfield, for $163; Hillside,
for $90, and Newark, for $2,600. She
posted bail on the Westfield and Hillside
warrants and was released on her own
recognizance per the Newark Police De-
partment.

Monday, November 3, Keirjovan
Rasulala, 22, of Linden was arrested at
South Avenue and Boulevard on three
warrants for contempt of court from
Elizabeth, with total bail of $1,330; a
contempt of court warrant from Linden,
for $989, and a contempt of court war-
rant from Union, for $1,000. He was
unable to post bail on any of the warrants
and was turned over to the Elizabeth
Police Department in lieu of bail.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, October 29, Leslie Winn,

27, of East Orange was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. According to police, he was
processed and released.

Wednesday, October 29, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that someone
damaged her mailbox valued at approxi-
mately $75.

Thursday, October 30, Janet Nicho-
las, 48, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. According to police, she was
processed and released.

Friday, October 31, Kevin Williams,
18, and Dalquan Baines, 18, both of
Plainfield were arrested for criminal mis-
chief after officers stopped their vehicle
after receiving reports they were shoot-
ing houses with a paint ball gun. Ac-
cording to police they were processed
and released.

Friday, October 31, a resident of
Simms Avenue reported that he received
several calls on his cell phone from an
unknown person.

Friday, October 31, a resident of
Jerusalem Road reported that someone
used his name to form a business in
another state.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 28, a resident of

Friar lane reported that someone en-
tered her vacant residence and left it
disorderly. Police said there was also
evidence of underage drinking and drug
use on the premises.

Thursday, October 30, a resident of
Old Tote Road reported that someone
threw a rock through his front window.

Thursday, October 30, Charles Boston,
31, of Newark was arrested for an out-
standing warrant in the amount of $614.

Thursday, October 30, Walter J.
Klemens, 47, of Lake Hiawatha was
arrested for an outstanding warrant in
the amount of $298.

Friday, October 31, a resident of
Knollwood Road reported that someone
entered his vehicle and removed a GPS,
six memory cards, the vehicle registra-
tion and an Ipod connection device.

Friday, October 31, Sebastian Alzate,
21, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license
after being stopped for a motor vehicle
violation. Police said he was also charged
with providing police with false infor-
mation, hindering apprehension and re-

David Samsky The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SIGNATURE MOMENT...President Bill Clinton poses with Congressional can-
didate Linda Stender on Saturday at Union County College in Cranford at a
campaign rally.

ceiving stolen property. He was also
charged with an outstanding Elizabeth
warrant in the amount of $100, authori-
ties said.

Friday, October 31, Patrick J. Fucci,
Jr., 28, of Union was arrested for driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after being in-
volved in motor a vehicle accident on
Route 22 East.

Friday, October 31, Matthew J.
Schwartz, 25, of Linden was arrested for
two counts of contempt of court.

Saturday, November 1, a resident of
Hickory Lane reported that someone
removed a GPS, Nintendo DS game and
a DVD player from his unlocked ve-
hicle.

Fanwood
Thursday, October 30, Robert J.

Stakiwicz, 65, of Cranford was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on the 400
block of South Avenue on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Newark. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Thursday, October 30, Tanya N. Davis,
30, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Plainfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Av-
enue. According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, October 30, Kenneth H.
Meyerdierks, 31, of Paramus was ar-
rested on an outstanding Fairlawn war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and
released.

Thursday, October 30, Curtis M. Por-
ter, 53, of New York, N.Y. was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Florham
Park after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. According to police,
he was processed and released.

Friday, October 31, Matthew J. Laird,
41, of Fanwood was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
Helen Street and charged with theft of a
motor vehicle and driving while intoxi-
cated. According to police, patrol units
were on the lookout for the vehicle after
authorities received a report that the
vehicle had been stolen. Laird was un-
able to post the $2,500 bail and was
transported to the Union County jail.

Friday, October 31, sometime between
7 and 8 p.m., a resident on the 100 block
of Hunter Avenue reported that some-
one removed a $525 camera from her
unattended baby stroller.

Sunday, November 2, Jaime J.
Johnson, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant in
the amount of $1,250. According to po-
lice, he was processed and turned over to
the Union County jail after failing to
post bail.

Sunday, November 2, Sajid A. Ashe,
40, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Union County body warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Av-
enue. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail.

Sunday, November 2, a resident of the
100 block of South Avenue reported that
sometime between Saturday, November
1, at 6 p.m. and Sunday, November 2, at
7 a.m., someone entered his unlocked
motor vehicle and removed a cell phone
valued at $100.

Tuesday, November 4, a resident of
the 100 block of Helen Street reported
that sometime overnight, someone broke
the passenger side view mirror on his
motor vehicle while it was parked in the
street.

“constant negativity.”
When asked if he had any regrets

regarding the campaign, Mr. Glover
said, “Hindsight is always 20/20. We
put out issues that we thought were
important to the community, specifi-
cally taxes, and we hoped they would
have resonated with the citizens of
Scotch Plains.

“We know it’s an ongoing issue
that we’ll still have to contend with,”
Mr. Glover added, “and we’ll have to
work to make certain that we do a
better job on that front.”

Mr. Glover, who will remain on the
council, said he and the Scotch Plains
Democrats would continue to work
for the betterment of Scotch Plains
residents.

“Absolutely, we’re going to con-
tinue,” Mr. Glover said. “We’re in
here to help the citizens of Scotch
Plains. That’s what our campaign and
our mission is all about. So, onward
and upward. Tomorrow’s another day.
We move forward.”
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ing New Jersey and the nation.
Asked what a Democratic Presi-

dent and Democratic majority in Con-
gress might mean for the area, Sen.
Kean said that, “the campaign is over”
and cited the need to “work together”
to fix problems that affect all Ameri-
cans.

“The American people want the
new President and new Congress to
work together,” Mr. Lance told the
crowd after thanking his wife and
family.

In closing his victory speech, he
recalled the words of Abraham Lin-
coln, telling the crowd that America
is still “mankind’s last best hope on
earth.”
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Parents Call Meeting
To Discuss Shabazz Game

Russitano had the second-highest
vote, after Ms. Ward, of all six candi-
dates. County-wide turnout was re-
ported at 69.85 percent.

The top vote-getter was Mr. Estrada
followed by Ms. Ward and Mr.
Proctor.Speaking from their Election
Night headquarters at L’Affaire on
Route 22, East, in Mountainside, Free-
holder Estrada told The Westfield
Leader the economy and healthcare
are the top challenges that lie ahead
for Union County. With the economic
downturn he said the potential for
layoffs and the impact that has on
social services will stretch Union
County’s funds, a message echoed by
Mr. Proctor.

A proponent of alternative energy,
Mr Estrada said, “hopefully green
ideas translate to jobs.” One idea for
generating new jobs is he would like
to see the county begin manufactur-
ing solar panels instead of buying
overseas and out of state. “We have
the know-how,” he said.

When asked about this year’s deci-
sion to spend the bulk of the county’s
capital budget, $20 million of $26
million, on a performing arts center at
the vocational technical school, Mr.
Estrada said it is vital to the county
because “education is important in
society.” He said a performing arts
center could have the possibility of
teaching kids a trade in arts that could
make them more marketable and pos-
sibly bring their talent back to the
community later in life.

As far as tackling the overall bud-
get, he said the county needs to re-
duce expenditures and he plans to
have the freeholders take a close look
at every dollar spent. He said they
have “reduced hiring across the
board,” but have to be careful to not
cut too many jobs where it could
result in overtime costs.Mr. Proctor
agreed that controlling county fi-
nances and taxes are a priority.

During his acceptance speech Mr.
Proctor told the crowd, “I look for-
ward to another term. The people of
Union County voted for us, but they
also were voting for economic stabil-

By RAYNOR DENITZIO and PAUL J.
PEYTON
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SCOTCH PLAINS — Officials from
the Newark and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school districts have reached a provi-
sional agreement on a make-up date for
the football game between Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and Malcolm X
Shabazz High School. However, football
team parents remained concerned over
the safety of students and others follow-
ing a number or murders in Newark that
caused the cancellation of the Shabazz
game earlier this month.

According to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Principal David Heisey, on Monday the
two schools have tentatively agreed to
play the game on Friday, November 21, at
5:30 p.m. at Untermann Field in Newark.

“That’s where it was originally sched-
uled, so them being in our conference it
just makes sense to play them, and that
was the original intent,” Mr. Heisey said.

A special meeting of SPFHS football
team parents was held last night at SPFHS
after press deadline to discuss the situa-
tion, according to one of the parents,
Natalie Taylor. The Times covered the
meeting and will report the outcome in
next week’s paper. Ms. Taylor called the
situation a “safety” issue.

“This unfortunate event has, in my
opinion, cost our football team their hopes
in playing in the post season,” she said in
a e-mail. “Now they want to force us to
play November 21 in Newark – but the
murders are still continuing.”

The status of the game was in question
for the week. Initially scheduled for Oc-
tober 25 in Newark, the game was post-
poned after the city suspended all athletic
events amid safety concerns following a
string of shootings on October 24.

After learning of the game’s cancella-
tion on the afternoon of October 24, Mr.
Heisey said he and Assistant Principal for
Athletics Rob Harmer began working with
officials from Shabazz to try and find a
suitable date, time and location for the
game.

“My concern was having this settled
before the weekend was over,” Mr. Heisey
said.

Mr. Heisey said that Scotch Plains-
Fanwood initially proposed playing the
game at 2 p.m. on Monday in Scotch
Plains, which he said Shabazz rejected,
citing the early start time. The next pro-
posal, according to Mr. Heisey, was a 6
p.m. game on Monday at Union High
School, which was also rejected. Mr.
Heisey said Shabazz then offered a 7:30
p.m. game at Untermann Field in New-
ark, which he said the district rejected due
to the game’s later start time.

“I was concerned with it because of the
late hour,” Mr. Heisey said. “It’s a school
night first of all, so we’re talking not only
the players but our spectators out late on
a Monday night, so they’re not going to
arrive home until much later.”

With the teams unable to work out a
solution, Mr. Heisey said Watchung Con-
ference officials met last Wednesday to
discuss options for playing the game. Mr.
Heisey said the conference proposed
moving Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s game
against Linden to October 31, playing the
Malcolm X Shabazz game on November
4 or November 5 and moving the game
against Westfield High School to No-
vember 9. Mr. Heisey said he felt three
games within this timeframe was too many
for the players.

“[This plan] would mean we’d be play-
ing three football games between Friday,
October 31, and Sunday the ninth, which
is just not acceptable to me,” Mr. Heisey
said.

Mr. Heisey said that Scotch Plains-
Fanwood is willing to travel to Newark.
Shabazz is a member of the Watchung
Conference and the two teams play in
other sports, including soccer and basket-
ball.

“As far as going to Newark, that’s not
a problem,” Mr. Heisey said. “Since the
game wasn’t played on Monday, we’re
anxious to get it played and we want to
play in Newark.”

At 2-4 following last weekend’s loss to
Linden, Scotch Plains-Fanwood still has
playoff hopes. Malcolm X Shabazz is 2-
5 after defeating Kearny last weekend.

Ms. Taylor told the Times that the
Shabazz game situation was a “debacle”
that has put towns like Scotch Plains in a
“negative light” for what said was nega-
tive reporting in other newspapers. She
said intense media coverage of schools
scheduled to play games in Newark has
put added pressure on Raider players. “It

is unfortunate and sad” that the Shabazz
game is now a “consolation” game for the
team, she said.

“It is a terrible, terrible shame, espe-
cially for all our senior players to end
their season in this fashion,” Ms. Taylor
said.

She said Governor Jon Corzine’s at-
tendance at a game last week amounted to
a “PR thing for the City of Newark and
Corzine.” She reasoned that the city didn’t
want negative publicity with many New
York City Marathon runners passing
through the city for last weekend’s mara-
thon. Ms. Taylor also said “our (local)
politicians have not weighed in” on the
issue.

Ms. Taylor said while SPFHS was sup-
posed to make the game against Shabazz,
she heard rumors of low student atten-
dance at Shabazz on the Monday after the
shootings and that the Star Ledger re-
ported that only 300 of 1,200 students
showed for classes at Weequahic High
School.

Calls placed Thursday, Friday and
Monday to the Newark Public Schools
public information director were not re-
turned as city schools are closed this
week.
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ity, the economic development, the
human services, the public safety,
they were voting for all of the ser-
vices the county does for everyone.”

Ms. Ward told The Leader, “We
need to maintain our good strong
economy in Union County.” She said
she would also continue her work on
stopping the elevation of gangs and
gang violence in the county, which
she called a “growing problem.” She
said it is the “key reason” she became
a freeholder. She plans to continue
the programs she started and will
pursue expanding it to local churches
and the juvenile court system, and
involving the community at large.

“The Union County voters they
have voted yes they wanted an all
Democratic freeholder board. They
want their good quality of life to
continue,” Ms. Ward said.

 County Democratic Chairman
Charlotte DeFilippo spoke from a
motorized wheelchair claiming vic-
tory for the Democrats saying “the
people trust us, like us and want us
there.”

GOP  candidates John Russitano of
Westfield, Roselle Park Councilman
Michael Yakubov and Joseph
Franchino of Berkeley Heights gath-
ered to watch the election returns come
in at Mosaico on Route 22 in
Mountainside. Mr. Russitano was the
top GOP vote-getter, with 65,599, fol-
lowed by Mr. Yakubov, with 61,482,
and Mr. Franchino, with 61,386.

Commenting on the results, Union
County GOP Chairman Phil Morin
said, “In a presidential year, with the
turnouts in cities, it’s tough for us to
beat.”

Mr.  Yakubov said, “I was hoping to
win Westfield, Summit and Cranford.”
“I feel like we worked hard, but be-
cause of the national tide, it was hard
to compete. I feel people didn’t look
at the issues; instead, they just voted
down the line,”

Mr. Franchino said, “A lot of people
are desperate, leaning more towards
Democrats who promise change. In
low-income towns, what’s been prom-
ised hasn’t changed.”

FW-SP YMCA Breaks
Ground on New Facility

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA held
their groundbreaking ceremony Octo-
ber 28 at their main facility on Martine
Avenue where their new building will
soon be located.

 Both Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr and Scotch Plains Mayor Mar-
tin Marks joined the celebration de-
spite heavy winds, rain, thunder and
even snow. Ellen Buckley, president
Board of Directors of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, and Bob Kraus,
chairman of the Board of Trustees,
spoke on behalf of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA as well as Karin
Dreixler, executive director.

Those in attendance were enter-
tained by the sounds of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
Moonglowers Band, who added to the
spirit of the celebration by wearing
construction hats while they per-
formed. Also in attendance were fu-
ture Gym Jams Preschool children
who will be the first to attend classes
in the new facility.

The YMCA construction project in-
cludes two phases. The first phase,
which involved the addition of the
Wellness Center mezzanine and ex-
panded parking lot, is now complete.
Phase two has begun with the demoli-
tion of the Red House. Construction
will take place over the next 12 months
to build a new modern facility, which
will house a second pool, Gym Jams
Preschool, program space and staff
offices.
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