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HISTORY...On Tuesday night, Barack Obama and Joe Biden were elected
President and Vice President of the United States of America, respectively.

Malool, DePaola Lead GOP
Sweep in Scotch Plains Twp.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK and
FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Republicans
swept the municipal elections on
Tuesday, with Councilwoman Nancy
Malool being elected to a four-year
term as mayor and newcomer Mary
DePaola winning election to the town-
ship council for four years.

Unofficial returns showed Mrs.
Malool defeating Democratic Coun-
cilman Kevin Glover by a 6,126-5,415
margin, while Mrs. DePaola defeated
Democrat Theresa Mullen by a 5,875-
5,385 margin.

Their victories maintain Scotch
Plains Republicans’ 3-2 majority on
the council.

Mrs. Malool, who has been a coun-
cil member since 2002, will assume
the mayoralty on January 1, succeed-
ing Republican Martin Marks, who is
finishing up his ninth year in the
mayor’s seat.

Mrs. Malool will vacate her coun-
cil seat when assuming the mayoral
slot. Her former council seat will be
filled by an interim Republican ap-
pointee who will serve until a special
election in November 2009. The win-
ner of that election will fill out what
will be, at that time, the remaining
one year on the term, which expires at
the end of 2010.

The Scotch Plains Republicans tri-
umphed despite President-Elect
Barack Obama, a Democrat, winning

by more than 1,270 votes in the town-
ship. The Scotch Plains GOP won in
16 of the township’s 22 voting dis-
tricts, including nine in which Sen.
Obama was victorious.

Speaking to dozens of supporters
at Scotch Hills Country Club, Mrs.
Malool thanked everyone for their
support and said “relief is the biggest
emotion coming to me.”

Mrs. DePaola echoed Mrs.
Malool’s remarks, saying the Repub-
lican ticket “couldn’t have done it
without help from our supporters.”

She added that she was “proud of
the positive and above-board cam-
paign we ran despite the Democrats
being nasty to us in person and on
their literature.” Mrs. DePaola said
the GOP victories were proof that
“running a positive campaign works.”

Speaking from Dick Samuel’s
home in Scotch Plains, Mr. Glover
and Mrs. Mullen offered their con-
gratulations to their opponents.

In addition, Mr. Glover said, “We
thank the citizens of Scotch Plains for
their support. The election’s over, and
now it’s time to move on.”

Mrs. Mullen, a political newcomer,
said the opportunity to run was a
“great chance for me to meet the
citizens of Scotch Plains.”

Speaking from Scotch Hills, Mayor
Marks urged party backers to work
hard in next year’s special election
and in 2010, when three council seats
will be at stake.

Mayor Marks called the Republi-
cans’ “resounding victory” a result of
the candidates’ “hard work” but said
there were other reasons as well.

Alluding to the political battles with
Mr. Glover and Democratic Party
chairman Richard Samuel since the
2006 election — which have involved
numerous letters to the local newspa-
pers, shouting matches and arguments
at council meetings, as well as vari-
ous Internet postings — the mayor
offered a toast to Mr. Samuel and “his
40 years of political experience.”

Mr. Marks said, “Without your (Mr.
Samuel’s) efforts over the past two
years,” the Republicans’ victory might
not have been possible amidst this
year’s Democratic trend.

The mayor said Scotch Plains resi-
dents “got tired” of Mr. Samuel’s

John Maguire for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OFF TO D.C...On Tuesday, State Senator Leonard Lance won the election for
Congress in New Jersey’s Seventh District representing the region. Mr. Lance
received 51 percent of the votes. Linda Stender of Fanwood received 42 percent,
and Independent candidate Michael Hsing received 6 percent. Rep. Mike Ferguson
is pictured at left, and Sen. Tom Kean Jr., right, is partially obscured.

Summary of Election Day,
Nov. 4, Voting Results

AREA — In New Jersey, Senator
Barack Obama (D) won the 15 elec-
toral votes for President with 57 per-
cent of the popular vote (2,062,583
votes) over Senator John McCain (R),
who received 42 percent (1,534,718
votes). Independent Ralph Nader re-
ceived 1 percent of the vote and inde-
pendent Bob Barr received 0.2 per-
cent of the vote.

Nationwide, with 95 percent re-
porting, Senator Obama garnered 52
percent of the 119 million votes cast
compared to 46 percent for Senator
McCain.

Democrats increased their major-
ity control of the 100-member senate
on Tuesday by winning at least 56
seats, with four more contests yet to
be decided in close races in Alaska,
Oregon, Minnesota and Georgia.

Incumbent U.S. Senator Frank
Lautenberg of New Jersey, who has
held office for the past 26 years, ex-
cept for a two-year hiatus, breezed to
re-election for a fifth term of six years
over his Republican opponent Dick
Zimmer. Mr. Lautenberg received 56
percent of the vote (1.8 million votes)
compared to Mr. Zimmer’s 44 per-
cent (1.4 million votes).

In the 435-member House of Rep-
resentatives, Democrats won 251 seats
and were leading in five. Republicans
won 171 seats and were leading in
six. After all contests are settled,
Democrats could have a net gain of
up to 20 seats. Two Louisiana seats
will not be decided until December
because hurricanes postponed the
state’s primaries until Tuesday.

Democrats won seven of the 11
Governor seats up for election, cap-
turing Washington, North Carolina,
Missouri, Montana, West Virginia,
New Hampshire and Delaware. Re-
publicans won governorships in Indi-

ana, Vermont, North Dakota and Utah.
In the local race for the Seventh

District Congressional seat, Republi-
can State Senator Leonard Lance of
Hunterdon County defeated Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood.
Mr. Lance received 51 percent of the
votes district-wide (142,004), Mrs.
Stender received 42 percent (116,171)
and Independent candidate Michael
Hsing received 6 percent (15,826).
Independents Dean Greco received
3,008 votes and Thomas Abrams gar-
nered 2,408.

Democrats won eight of the Con-
gressional seats in New Jersey com-
pared to five for the Republicans.

In the special election to fill an
unexpired term in the New Jersey
20th Legislative District, due to the
resignation of former Assemblyman
Neil Cohen (D) of Roselle, who re-
signed upon being investigated for
child pornography charges, Demo-
crat Annette Quijano of Elizabeth
easily defeated Republican challenger
Linda Gaglione of Union in the
heavily Democratic district. Ms.
Quijano received 71 percent (33,677
votes) compared to 29 percent (13,635
votes) for Ms. Gaglione.

New Jersey had two public ques-
tions on the ballot. Question no. one,
requiring voter approval for borrow-
ing, was approved by 57 percent.
Question no. two, to change the Con-
stitution for selecting certain judges,
was defeated by 55 percent against.

In Union County, voter turnout was
approximately 70 percent with
209,380 votes cast from 299,762 reg-
istered voters in a population of ap-
proximately 515,000. County voters
favored Barack Obama  by 63.5 per-
cent compared to 35.6 percent for
John McCain . They favored Senator
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Fanwood Democrats Retain
Both Borough Council Seats

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Democrats won
both of the open seats for three-year
terms on the Fanwood borough
council on Election Day.

Incumbent Council President
Joan Wheeler and Russell Huegel
received the largest number of over-
all votes (not counting absentee
ballots); they swept four of the
borough’s seven voting districts,
defeating Republican challengers
Robert Manduca and Mike Lee
Szuch.

Mrs. Wheeler, however, had to
savor her victory by telephone from
an Elizabeth hospital bed; she badly
injured her knee while campaign-
ing door-to-door along Kempshall
Terrace Sunday afternoon.

“I just spoke to [Mrs. Wheeler] a
few minutes ago…she’s obviously
very excited about the [election]

results,” said Mr. Huegel during the
local Democrats’ celebratory gath-
ering at a pizza restaurant on South
Avenue.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said Mrs.
Wheeler “doesn’t have to have sur-
gery, so that’s the good news; but
she’s going to be convalescing for
quite a while.”

In a brief Election Night cell
phone call to Mrs. Wheeler, Mayor
Mahr quipped, “Congratulations;
you got another three years [in of-
fice] whether you wanted it or not.”

Commenting specifically on the
double win for Fanwood’s Demo-
crats, Mayor Mahr told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “What I be-
lieve resonates with the public is
that they have a mayor and a council
that talks to them, that we are very
transparent in good times and in
bad…and I think people like what
they see downtown.”

Mr. Huegel told The Times, “I’m
very excited to be coming on board;
I think I want to explore, perhaps
maybe a little more aggressively
than the council has in the past,
sharing some services and trying to
consolidate where it makes sense to
try to save as much money for the
taxpayers.”

“I understand 2009 is going to be
another tough [budget] year,” Mr.
Huegel said.

Across the street at a Cuban res-
taurant, both defeated Republican
council candidates talked about their
campaigns and also looked ahead.

Pointing to what he termed a

“communications problem” be-
tween the governing body and resi-
dents, Mr. Manduca told The Times,
“Most people aren’t looking; they
grit their teeth and they pay their
taxes, but they don’t really get in-
volved.”

“One of the hard things is just
getting the message out,” continued
Mr. Manduca. “We view this as an
important step in a kind of rebuild-
ing and developing the network to
inform people quickly.”

“We’re going to regroup and run
again next year,” vowed Mr. Szuch.
“There are a lot of opportunities out
there and this is just the start.”

“I think it’s important to really be
a lot more clear on the issues that
are going on out there and let the
voters know what is
happening…we’re going to be a lot
more visible,” Mr. Szuch said.

Shortly before the polls closed, offi-
cials estimated township voter turnout
as high as 85 percent; that figure far
surpasses the 77 percent turnout tally
in the last presidential race in 2004.

Borough officials also pointed to a
larger-than-usual number of requests
for absentee ballots this year, many
coming from the parents of college
students who wanted their votes to be
counted.

Fanwood has 5,146 registered vot-
ers; 1,647 of those voters are regis-
tered Democrats, while 1,261 are
Republicans.

Democrats occupy the mayor’s
office and all but one seat on the
six-member borough council.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PEOPLE’S CHOICE...Scotch Plains Mayor-Elect Nancy Malool poses with her running mate, Mary DePaola, Mayor Martin
Marks and Councilwoman Paulette Coronato Tuesday night at Scotch Hills Country Club upon hearing that the voters selected
them as the winning ticket. Pictured, left to right, are: Ms. Coronato, Ms. DePaola, Ms. Malool and Mr. Marks.

Lance Defeats Stender For
Seventh Congressional Seat

By JOHN MAGUIRE and
SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BRIDGEWATER – Republican
State Senator Leonard Lance defeated
Democrat Assemblywoman Linda
Stender to maintain the GOP’s con-
trol of New Jersey’s Seventh Con-
gressional District, capturing the seat
being vacated by Republican U.S.
Rep. Mike Ferguson, who is retiring.

In a fiercely contested race pro-
jected as a dead heat days ago, Sen.
Lance received 142,004 votes (51
percent) to Asw. Stender’s 115,871
(42 percent) of the final tally. Inde-
pendent Michael Hsing, a
Bridgewater councilman, collected 6
percent of the votes cast.

Local Republican leaders and sup-
porters, including State Sen. Tom
Kean, Jr., former Jersey City Mayor
Bret Schundler, outgoing Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks and
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, lis-
tened as Sen. Lance thanked those in
attendance for their hard work and
vowed to represent them when he
goes to Congress.

“I will go to Washington to fight for
the Republican Party as I know it,” a
visibly emotional Mr. Lance told the
packed crowd in attendance at the
Elks Club in Bridgewater.

Sen. Lance heaped praise on his
supporters, singling out Sen. Kean
and Kate Whitman, one of his Pri-
mary Election opponents, for their
efforts on behalf of his campaign.

The turnout for Mr. Lance in Union
and Hunterdon Counties was recog-
nized as a key factor in his victory.
Sen. Lance received 18,437 votes
more than Asw. Stender in his home
county of Hunterdon and 11,172 more
votes in Somerset. He also defeated
Asw. Stender in her own Union
County backyard, 48,204 to 43,771.

“What separates us politically is
far less than what unites us as Ameri-
cans,” Sen. Lance stated after prais-
ing his opponent, who did not con-
cede until 10:45 p.m.

Asw. Stender, who campaigned
with former President Bill Clinton
last weekend at Union County Col-

lege in Cranford, lost by over 25,000
votes in her latest bid for a seat in
Congress. In 2006 Asw. Stender, a
former Fanwood mayor and Union
County freeholder, lost to Mr.
Ferguson by less than 3,000 votes. An
estimated 20-percent increase in voter
turnout did not help Mrs. Stender.

Introducing his successor, Con-
gressman Ferguson congratulated
Sen. Lance on what he called a “re-
sounding victory.” He cited the
catchphrase “Stender is a Spender”
that he had coined in his last cam-
paign and that Mr. Lance used to
good effect in his successful bid.

At about 11 p.m., Asw. Stender
greeted a gathering of supporters at
the Crowne Plaza in Clark prior to
giving her concession speech. She
introduced her family, who sur-
rounded her at the podium, and
thanked her staff and her many cam-
paign volunteers for their efforts.

“It’s been a spectacular journey,”
said Asw. Stender, who told the crowd
that, although her own Congressional
bid was unrealized, “we’re on our
way to having Barack Obama elected
as President.”

Asw. Stender thanked, among oth-
ers, her “friends in organized labor.”
She predicted they “will get stronger
in the next administration.”

Mrs. Stender offered her best
wishes to Sen. Lance on his victory,
saying that officials from both sides
of the political aisle “will have to
work together” in addressing issues
facing the state and nation.

She told her audience that it was
“my privilege and honor to work with
you, to represent you,” adding that
she looked forward to continuing,
“working for the country we love.”

At the Republican gathering, Sen.
Kean praised Sen. Lance to The
Westfield Leader, saying, “he has been
there for this area as a state senator,
and he will represent the area well as
a member of Congress.

“Right now, the American people
want ideas and solutions,” he added,
saying that Sen. Lance was the right
person to confront the challenges fac-
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Union County Democrats
Win Freeholder Seats

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE and
CAROLYN FREUNDLICH

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County Freeholder Democrats cruised
to victory Tuesday for the 14th con-
secutive year. Chairman Angel
Estrada and freeholders Rick Proctor
and Nancy Ward will each serve an-
other three-year term. The GOP has
not won a county race since 1994, and
has not held a seat on the nine-mem-

ber board of chosen freeholders since
1997.

Democrats won by a margin of
victory of 111,666 votes Tuesday.
Democrats won in Rahway, Winfield,
Hillside, Linden and Union. Locally,
Republicans won in Westfield,
Mountainside, Fanwood and
Garwood. Overall, Democrats won
Scotch Plains, yet Republican John

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CELEBRATE...Incumbent Union County Freeholders Rick Proctor (left), Nancy
Ward and Angel Estrada celebrate their re-election Tuesday night at L’Affaire
Fine Catering in Mountainside.
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