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Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
END OF AN ERA...Westfield Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh (right) Monday
night announced his retirement after serving 15 years as Westfield Town Engi-
neer. Planning Board chairman Vincent Wilt is pictured at left.

Honoring Veterans Day – the 11th Hour of the 11th Day of the 11th Month

Forest Glen Elevation Plans
Ok’d; Town Engineer Retires

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During the work-
ing session of the Westfield Planning
Board meeting on Monday night fi-
nal elevation plans for Forest Glen
Estates were approved.

The Estates include plans for three
homes on a two-and-a-half acre par-
cel of land located on a newly created
cul-de-sac, named Forest Court, off
of Rahway Avenue. Each home backs
a wooded area of Tamaques Park.
Rudy Daunno, son of the owner of
Daunno Development, showed a site
plan, floor plans and a rendering of
one of the homes to board members
Vincent Wilt, Robert Newell and
William Drew, board attorney Russ
Finestein and town engineer Kenneth
Marsh.

Mr. Daunno said the company
plans to begin demolition of the old
homes on the property in January
2009 and complete the new homes

by July. Recently, Daunno purchased
the property from Carl and Olga
Peschke, who originally began hear-
ings with the planning board in 2005.

The board also discussed how it
could monitor applicants’ use of base-
ments, spurred on by a recent Grove
Street applicant stating it would not
use its finished basement because use
of a basement requires additional
parking, which the applicant could
not offer.

Mr. Marsh announced his retire-
ment at the regular meeting. He has
served as town engineer for 15 years.
“This has been a good board to work
with,” he said. “I’ll miss this.”

He told The Westfield Leader that
after his time on the job concludes at
the end of the month he plans to take
some time off then do consulting
work. He said he would like to focus
on environmental engineering, which
he studied at the New Jersey Institute
of Technology.

Observances Planned
For Veterans Day

AREA – Multiple observances are
planned on Tuesday, November 11,
in honor of Veterans Day.

In Westfield, Martin Wallberg Post
No. 3 of the American Legion will
hold ceremonies starting at 10:45 a.m.
at the Monument to Veterans of World
War I at the North Avenue and East
Broad Street Plaza.

Ceremonies in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will begin at 11 a.m. with
the laying of wreaths at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building, located at
430 Park Avenue, and will include the
dedication of the Korean War Veter-
ans Memorial Clock.

Wreaths will be presented at noon
at the Fanwood Memorial Library,
located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.

In Mountainside, the Veterans of
Foreign Wars will sponsor a wreath-
laying ceremony at Constitution Plaza
at 11 a.m. A free lunch will follow for
all in attendance at the Mountainside
Elks, located on Route 22, East.

See articles on Page 6 for further
information on Veterans Day events.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
BIG TURNOUT...Long lines greet early voters at McKinley School in Westfield. Late arrival of poll workers resulted in
many voters being delayed with long waits to cast their ballots. Although polls were to open at 6 a.m., a woman, who declined
to be identified, described that poll workers were “supposed to arrive at 5:15” in the morning but had arrived at 6:15 a.m.
and needed to be shown how to work the equipment.

Citizens In the Region Lineup to Vote in Heavy Turnout

Lance Defeats Stender In Contest
For Seventh Congressional Seat

By JOHN MAGUIRE
and SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

BRIDGEWATER – Republican
State Senator Leonard Lance defeated
Democratic Assemblywoman Linda
Stender to maintain the GOP’s con-
trol of New Jersey’s Seventh Con-
gressional District, capturing the seat
being vacated by Republican U.S.
Rep. Mike Ferguson, who is retiring.

In a fiercely contested race pro-
jected as a dead heat days ago, Sen.
Lance received 142,004 votes (51
percent) to Asw. Stender’s 115,871
(42 percent) of the final tally. Inde-
pendent Michael Hsing, a
Bridgewater councilman, collected 6
percent of the votes cast.

Local Republican leaders and sup-
porters, including State Sen. Tom
Kean, Jr., former Jersey City Mayor

Bret Schundler, outgoing Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks and
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, lis-
tened as Sen. Lance thanked those in
attendance for their hard work and
vowed to represent them when he
goes to Congress.

“I will go to Washington to fight for
the Republican Party as I know it,” a
visibly emotional Mr. Lance told the
packed crowd in attendance at the Elks
Club in Bridgewater on Tuesday night.

Sen. Lance heaped praise on his
supporters, singling out Sen. Kean
and Kate Whitman, one of his Pri-
mary Election opponents, for their
efforts on behalf of his campaign.

The turnout for Mr. Lance in Union
and Hunterdon Counties was recog-
nized as a key factor in his victory.
Sen. Lance received 18,437 votes
more than Asw. Stender in his home

county of Hunterdon and 11,172 more
votes in Somerset. He also defeated
Asw. Stender in her own Union
County backyard, 48,204 to 43,771.

“What separates us politically is
far less than what unites us as Ameri-
cans,” Sen. Lance stated after prais-
ing his opponent, who did not con-
cede until 10:45 p.m.

Asw. Stender, who campaigned
with former President Bill Clinton
last weekend at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford, lost by over 25,000
votes in her latest bid for a seat in
Congress. In 2006, Asw. Stender, a
former Fanwood mayor and Union
County freeholder, lost to Mr.
Ferguson by less than 3,000 votes. An
estimated 20-percent increase in voter
turnout did not help Mrs. Stender.

Introducing his successor, Con-
gressman Ferguson congratulated
Sen. Lance on what he called a “re-
sounding victory.” He cited the
catchphrase “Stender is a Spender”
that he had coined in his last cam-
paign and that Mr. Lance used to
good effect in his successful bid.

At about 11 p.m., Asw. Stender
greeted a gathering of supporters at
the Crowne Plaza in Clark prior to
giving her concession speech. She
introduced her family, who sur-
rounded her at the podium, and
thanked her staff and her many cam-
paign volunteers for their efforts.

“It’s been a spectacular journey,”
said Asw. Stender, who told the crowd
that, although her own Congressional
bid was unrealized, “we’re on our
way to having Barack Obama elected
as President.”

Asw. Stender thanked, among oth-
ers, her “friends in organized labor.”
She predicted they “will get stronger
in the next administration.”

Mrs. Stender offered her best
wishes to Sen. Lance on his victory,
saying that officials from both sides
of the political aisle “will have to
work together” in addressing issues
facing the state and nation.

She told her audience that it was
“my privilege and honor to work with
you, to represent you,” adding that
she looked forward to continuing,

Union County Democratic Slate
Wins for 14th Consecutive Year

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE and
CAROLYN FREUNDLICH

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union County
Freeholder Democrats cruised to vic-
tory Tuesday for the 14th consecutive
year. Chairman Angel Estrada and free-
holders Rick Proctor and Nancy Ward
will each serve another three-year term.
The GOP has not won a county race
since 1994 and has not held a seat on the
nine-member board of chosen free-
holders since 1997.

Democrats won by 111,666 votes
Tuesday. Democrats won in Rahway,
Winfield, Hillside, Linden and Union.
Locally, Republicans won in Westfield,
Mountainside, Fanwood and Garwood.
Overall, Democrats won Scotch Plains,
yet Republican John Russitano had the
second-highest vote, after Ms. Ward, of
all six candidates. County-wide turn-
out was reported at 69.85 percent.

The top vote-getter was Mr. Estrada
followed by Ms. Ward and Mr. Proctor.

Speaking from their Election Night
headquarters at L’Affaire on Route 22,
East, in Mountainside, Freeholder
Estrada told The Westfield Leader the
economy and healthcare are the top
challenges that lie ahead for Union
County. With the economic downturn
he said the potential for layoffs and the
impact that has on social services will
stretch Union County’s funds, a mes-
sage echoed by Mr. Proctor.

A proponent of alternative energy,
Mr Estrada said, “hopefully green ideas
translate to jobs.” One idea for generat-
ing new jobs is he would like to see the
county begin manufacturing solar pan-
els instead of buying overseas and out
of state. “We have the know-how,” he
said.

When asked about this year’s deci-
sion to spend the bulk of the county’s
capital budget, $20 million of $26 mil-
lion, on a performing arts center at the
vocational technical school is Scotch
Plains, Mr. Estrada said it is vital to the
county because “education is impor-
tant in society.” He said a performing
arts center could have the possibility of
teaching kids a trade in arts that could
make them more marketable and possi-
bly bring their talent back to the com-
munity later in life.

As far as tackling the overall budget,

he said the county needs to reduce
expenditures and he plans to have the
freeholders take a close look at every
dollar spent. He said they have “re-
duced hiring across the board,” but
have to be careful to not cut too many
jobs where it could result in overtime
costs.

Mr. Proctor agreed that controlling
county finances and taxes are a priority.

During his acceptance speech Mr.
Proctor told the crowd, “I look forward
to another term. The people of Union
County voted for us, but they also were
voting for economic stability, the eco-
nomic development, the human ser-
vices, the public safety, they were vot-
ing for all of the services the county
does for everyone.”

Ms. Ward told The Leader, “We need
to maintain our good strong economy
in Union County.” She said she would
also continue her work on stopping the
elevation of gangs and gang violence in
the county, which she called a “grow-
ing problem.” She said it is the “key
reason” she became a freeholder. She

plans to continue the programs she
started and will pursue expanding it to
local churches and the juvenile court
system, and involving the community
at large.

“The Union County voters they have
voted yes they wanted an all Demo-
cratic freeholder board. They want their
good quality of life to continue,” Ms.
Ward said in her acceptance speech.

Union County Democratic Chair-
man Charlotte DeFilippo spoke from a
motorized wheelchair claiming victory
for the Democrats saying “the people
trust us, like us and want us there.”

Senator Ray Lesniak, Assembly-
woman Annette Quijano, who won an
unexpired seat in 20th Legislative Dis-
trict left by the resignation of Neil
Cohen, and Linden councilman Derek
Armstead also came out to support the
county Democratic freeholders.

Republican candidates John
Russitano of Westfield, Roselle Park
Councilman Michael Yakubov and
Joseph Franchino of Berkeley Heights

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

 Election Day Voting Results
From President to Local

AREA — In New Jersey, Senator
Barack Obama (D) won the 15 elec-
toral votes for President with 57 per-
cent of the popular vote (2,062,583
votes) over Senator John McCain (R),
who received 42 percent (1,534,718
votes). Independent Ralph Nader re-
ceived 1 percent of the vote and inde-
pendent Bob Barr received 0.2 percent
of the vote.

Nationwide, with 95 percent report-
ing, Senator Obama garnered 52 per-
cent of the 119 million votes cast com-
pared to 46 percent for Senator McCain.

Democrats increased their majority
control of the 100-member Senate on
Tuesday by winning at least 56 seats,
with four more contests yet to be de-
cided in close races in Alaska, Oregon,
Minnesota and Georgia.

Incumbent U.S. Senator Frank
Lautenberg of New Jersey, who has
held office for the past 26 years, except
for a two-year hiatus, breezed to re-
election for a fifth term of six years over
his Republican opponent Dick Zimmer.
Mr. Lautenberg received 56 percent of
the vote (1.8 million votes) compared
to Mr. Zimmer’s 44 percent (1.4 mil-
lion votes).

In the 435-member House of Repre-
sentatives, Democrats won 251 seats
and were leading in five. Republicans
won 171 seats and were leading in six.
After all contests are settled, Demo-
crats could have a net gain of up to 20
seats. Two Louisiana seats will not be
decided until December because hurri-
canes postponed the state’s primaries
until Tuesday.

Democrats won seven of the 11 Gov-
ernor seats up for election, capturing
Washington, North Carolina, Missouri,
Montana, West Virginia, New Hamp-
shire and Delaware. Republicans won
governorships in Indiana, Vermont,
North Dakota and Utah.

In the local race for the Seventh
District Congressional seat, Republi-
can State Senator Leonard Lance of
Hunterdon County defeated Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood.
Mr. Lance received 51 percent of the

votes district-wide (142,004), Mrs.
Stender received 42 percent (116,171)
and Independent candidate Michael
Hsing received 6 percent (15,826). In-
dependents Dean Greco received 3,008
votes and Thomas Abrams was at 2,408.

Democrats won eight of the Con-
gressional seats in New Jersey, com-

Malool, DePaola Lead GOP
Sweep in Scotch Plains Twp.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK and
 FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Republicans
swept the municipal elections on Tues-
day, with Councilwoman Nancy Malool
being elected to a four-year term as
mayor and newcomer Mary DePaola
winning election to the township coun-
cil for four years.

Unofficial returns showed Mrs.
Malool defeating Democratic Coun-
cilman Kevin Glover by a 6,126-5,415
margin, while Mrs. DePaola defeated
Democrat Theresa Mullen by a 5,875-
5,385 margin.

Their victories maintain Scotch
Plains Republicans’ 3-2 majority on
the council.

Mrs. Malool, who has been a council
member since 2002, will assume the
mayoralty on January 1, succeeding
Republican Martin Marks, who is fin-
ishing up his ninth year in the mayor’s
seat.

Mrs. Malool will vacate her council
seat when assuming the mayoral slot.
Her former council seat will be filled by
an interim Republican appointee who
will serve until a special election in
November 2009. The winner of that
election will fill out what will be, at that
time, the remaining one year on the
term, which expires at the end of 2010.

The Scotch Plains Republicans tri-
umphed despite President-Elect Barack
Obama, a Democrat, winning by more
than 1,270 votes in the township. The

Scotch Plains GOP won in 16 of the
township’s 22 voting districts, includ-
ing nine in which Sen. Obama was
victorious.

Speaking to dozens of supporters at
Scotch Hills Country Club, Mrs. Malool
thanked everyone for their support and
said “relief is the biggest emotion com-
ing to me.”

Mrs. DePaola echoed Mrs. Malool’s
remarks, saying the Republican ticket
“couldn’t have done it without help
from our supporters.”

She added that she was “proud of the
positive and above-board campaign we
ran despite the Democrats being nasty
to us in person and on their literature.”
Mrs. DePaola said the GOP victories
were proof that “running a positive
campaign works.”

Speaking from Dick Samuel’s home
in Scotch Plains, Mr. Glover and Mrs.
Mullen offered their congratulations to
their opponents.

In addition, Mr. Glover said, “We
thank the citizens of Scotch Plains for
their support. The election’s over, and
now it’s time to move on.”

Mrs. Mullen, a political newcomer,
said the opportunity to run was a “great
chance for me to meet the citizens of
Scotch Plains.”

Speaking from Scotch Hills, Mayor
Marks urged party backers to work
hard in next year’s special election and
in 2010, when three council seats will
be at stake.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CHANGE IS COMING...President-elect Barack Obama defeated Republican
John McCain, becoming the first African-American to attain the office of President.
He and Vice President-elect Joe Biden will be sworn in on January 20, 2009.

John Maguire for The Westfield Leader
VICTORY…Congressman-elect Leonard Lance (R-Hunterdon) makes his victory speech Tuesday night at the Elks Club
in Bridgewater. At his left is Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-New Providence), who is retiring after four terms. Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.
(LD-21, Westfield), partially blocked, is at Mr. Lance’s right.
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