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the farmhouse store

like no other store in Westfield

Free Parking
221 North Ave East                908-654-0444

www.TheFarmhouseStore.com

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THINGS ARE LOOKING UP…The excitement of young love and the
confusion of growing up are explored in Westfield Community Players’
Starting Here, Starting Now, an intimate revue from one of the most
respected teams in contemporary musical theatre, Richard Maltby, Jr.
and David Shire.  Pictured above, Kaye Gonzales, Jeffrey Dopson and
Tracey Lynne Haskell, three talented singers, perform the collage of
sophisticated, quick-patter songs reminiscent of Stephen Sondheim’s
lyrics. Tickets are available, by calling (908) 232-1221, for shows on May
30 and 31 at 8 p.m.

Westfield Community Players
Present Starting Here, Starting Now

Woman Pursues Her
Passion in Art and Law

CRANFORD — Award-winning
artist Theodosia “Theo” Tamborlane
of Cranford is currently the featured
artist at the New Jersey State Bar
Association Headquarters in New
Brunswick.

Ms. Tamborlane’s show opened in
conjunction with the 50th anniver-
sary celebration of the New Jersey
State Bar Foundation. The show, a
solo exhibition of her paintings, will
continue through the summer.

She recently won first prize in a
show at the Watchung Art Center for
her painting “Autumn Collage.”

Seven of her recent pieces are cur-
rently featured in The Sheaf, a New
Jersey literary art magazine.

Prior to becoming an artist, Ms.
Tamborlane practiced health law in
New Jersey for approximately 30
years. Today, she is counsel to the
law firm of Morales, Mendonca and
Pagan, LLC, in Union.

She will also have a solo show at
the Pearl Street Gallery in Elizabeth,
beginning on June 6. She can be
contacted at Tamborlane@aol.com.

NJ Choral Arts Society Offers
Inspiring Finale at UC Arts Center

By SAM JULIANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The New Jersey Cho-
ral Art Society performed a revue of
some of the opera’s most revered
passages, including George
Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, at a con-
cert on Saturday evening, May 17, at
the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway.

The two-hour season finale in-
cluded Randall Thompson’s
“Frostiana” and “Birthday Madrigals”
by John Rutter.

Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess vies
with Carlisle Floyd’s Susannah as the
greatest American opera. It is also the
crowning achievement in Gershwin’s
short-lived career and a work that has
exerted an enormous influence on
20th-century music.

More than any other work, it wed-
ded choral singing with jazz, and
many of its numbers are penultimate
standards of the form.

The Choral Art Society’s musical
director, James Little, and accompa-
nist Mary Beth Fall presided over the
two-part concert, which was typi-
cally facilitated with the collabora-
tion of the 25- piece Choral Art Soci-
ety Orchestra.

The marvelous acoustics in the
landmark former movie theatre, lo-
cated in the new arts district of down-
town Rahway, contributed to a most
memorable evening of timeless mu-
sic.

The concert began with two beau-
tiful works by America’s most distin-
guished composer, Randall Thomp-
son (1899-1984), the sad and elegiac
Alleluia, which was apparently a late
addition to the lineup, and Frostiana,
which combines ravishing Thomp-
son music and some of Robert Frost’s
most beloved poems, including “The
Road Not Taken” and “Stopping By
Woods on a Snowy Evening.”

The Choral Art Society was in its
element with these two sometimes-
neglected gems, infusing them with
haunting choral harmony and seem-
ingly perfect pitch and balance.

Alleluia, sung a cappella, was re-
peated over and over, with an intro-
spective, weaving, deeply felt vocal

line, until a final “Amen.” The chorus
was then joined by the orchestra in the
ravishing Frostiana, which stands as
vintage Americana, enjoining some of
the nation’s most unforgettable verses
with music that tonally embellishes
and defines the very essence of beauty.

The society’s program director must
be issued the highest compliment for
treating audience members to works
that may well have eluded them over

the years, regardless of their musical
acumen.

Two distinguished solo voices, the
soprano Andi Campbell and the lyric
baritone Sidney Jackson, then led the
society’s reading of twelve passages
from Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, in
addition to an introductory number.

Ms. Campbell thrilled the audi-
ence with a soaring range, powerful
delivery and clear diction, while Mr.
Jackson showed great flair, but at
times with less than satisfying pro-
jection of his fine intonation.

The revered and unforgettable
“Summertime,” “I Got Plenty of
Nuttin,” “Bess, You Is My Woman
Now” (a duet) and “It Ain’t Necessar-
ily So” – representing some of the
best songs in American musical the-
atre – were impressively rendered.

The jazzy and bouncy rhythms were
certainly a style departure for the
normally more traditional and sedate
Choral Arts Society membership; the
singers were sweated up after per-
forming the timeless Gershwin tunes,
giving the vaunted songbook a more
than serviceable reading.

Some of the other numbers per-
formed included: “A Woman is a
Sometime Thing,” “Gone Gone
Gone,” “Oh I Can’t Sit Down,” “I
Ain’t Got No Shame,” “There’s A
Boat Dat’s Leavin” and “Oh Lawd,
I’m On My Way.”

Maestro Little of the Choral Art
Society was surely aware that few
works, American or otherwise, con-
tained as many identifiable songs as
does Porgy and Bess, and the society
showed that it wanted to give its loyal
concertgoers a number of popular,
readily accessible classics.

Indeed, Gershwin’s music retains
an indelible place in modern culture.
He creates songs unsurpassed in the
fertility of their melodic invention, the
variety of their structures and the per-
fection of their craftsmanship.

Gershwin showed his true grit in
these songs, capturing deep emotions
in his music and demonstrating his
ability to accommodate and accentu-
ate the skills of his chosen performers.

There was a marked rhythmic and
choral contrast in many numbers (“My
Man’s Gone Now” is a perfect ex-
ample), and Ms. Campbell did a com-
mendable job navigating these op-
posing currents.

The bold and adventurous Choral
Art Society of New Jersey did its home-
work with Gershwin and delivered with
the proper amount of eloquence and
complexity needed to resurrect his in-
comparable melodies. The mix of Th-
ompson and Gershwin at the revamped
rustic venue was a perfect match.

SAVING THE BESS FOR LAST...The Choral Art Society presented an operatic
revue, including Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, in its finale.

Summer Theatre Camp
Open to Local Students

RAHWAY — The Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) in
Rahway offers two weeks of Summer
Theatre Camp to local students.

Children’s Stage Adventures (CSA)
offers an experience for students to
participate in the production of a live
performance.

On the Monday morning of each
week, the Missoula Children’s The-
atre-trained husband-and-wife team
of CSA will hold an auditions work-
shop to cast pre-registered students
to perform in a production.

The auditions will give CSA par-
ticipants an opportunity to put their
“best foot forward” and places more
emphasis on spirit, attitude and par-
ticipation, rather than talent. Nothing
needs to be prepared for this work-
shop.

The show is rehearsed throughout
the week. At the end of the week, 50
to 60 local students perform a high-
quality musical production of a clas-
sic children’s tale.

Each production is complete with
professionally designed scenery, cos-
tumes, props, makeup, sound and
lighting equipment.

The first week’s performance is
The Princess and the Pea, and the
second week’s performance is The
Emperor’s New Clothes.

For more information, contact
(732) 499-8226 or visit ucpac.org.

This program is appropriate for
students in kindergarten through 12th
grade.

See It In Color
At Goleader.com

WHS Senior Presents
Disney Sing-A-Long

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School senior Mia Pafumi will be
presenting her senior project, The
Disney Princess Sing-A-Long, at
Westfield High School, on June 5
from 4 to 6 p.m.

Mia will be bringing the magic of
Disney to the stage. Girls and boys of
all ages are invited to meet and greet
the princesses. Those interested can
enjoy an afternoon full of singing,
refreshments, photos and autographs.
Admission to this event is $5.

For additional information and ad-
vance purchase of tickets, contact Mia
at (908) 654-6422 or e-mail
Ciaobella0430@aol.com.

All net proceeds from the sing-a-
long will be donated to C.A.S.T.
(Community Actors Student Theater)
a non-profit children’s theater orga-
nization.

Art Studio Opening for
Public’s Viewing Pleasure

Concert Band to Perform
Spring Concert in Westfield
WESTFIELD — On Sunday, June

1, at 2 p.m., the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts Concert Band under
the direction of conductor Howard
Toplansky will perform a spring con-
cert in the Westfield Community
Room at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield. The concert is open to the
public and admission is free.

“We are delighted to be playing at
the Westfield Community Room.
Our musical selections are geared
to please a variety of musical tastes
and range from Renaissance to Rag-
time favorites,” stated Mr.
Toplansky.

The “March of the Tankmen” by
S.A. Chernetsky will be a featured
selection. Chernetsky is considered
the “Sousa of Russia” and is known
for his exceptional compositional
merit.

Chernetsky was the director of
the Red Army Band from 1932 to
1950 and was known to have com-

posed more than 50 marches of spir-
ited and patriotic character just dur-
ing World War II.

The concert will also offer “Danc-
ing with the Wind” by Tracey
Behrman and the “Overture in Clas-
sical Style” of Charles Carter.

Also planned for the concert are
“March of Freedom” by V.
Vishnevetsky and “Fugue on the
theme Zhuruvele” by Anton
Arensky.

Rounding out the program will
be “Wir Gruessen mit Musik” by
Sigfried Rundel and the waltz
“Queen of the Ball” by V. Bekker.

Closing the concert will be the
newly discovered “Triumph of the
Victors” by an anonymous Russian
composer.

 For further information about the
concert or to learn how to become a
member of the NJWA Concert Band,
call (908) 789-9696 or e-mail
njwaband@att.net.

CRANFORD — Jersey Central Art
Studios (JCAS), a New Jersey non-
profit, arts-based organization, is
moving ahead with plans to develop a
working arts center that utilizes exist-
ing space in downtown Cranford.

JCAS will be starting the review
process of works done by profes-
sional visual artists who are inter-
ested in leasing space.

Ultimately, artists will be jury se-
lected to ensure a high standard of
quality.

The arts center is expected to host
a variety of media that could include
painting, ceramics, photography, jew-
elry, stained glass, printmaking and
sculpture. Artists will have the option

of sharing space to display and sell
their work and to work with other
artists.

The public will be encouraged to
visit the studios, observe the artistic
process, purchase original artwork
and interact with the artists. In this
way they will get a first-hand look at,
and be immersed into, the entire cre-
ative process.

JCAS is committed to enhancing
Cranford’s downtown by making cul-
tural opportunities more available for
local residents and surrounding com-
munities.

Not only has the Cranford Town-
ship Committee been supportive, but
Mayor Bob Puhak also has been an
advocate for the effort.

“There is a strong interest and com-
mitment to the arts in Cranford, but
the truth is that there exists substan-
tial potential for more,” he said. “The
effort to establish an arts center and
studios makes sense in enhancing this
already great community and our
downtown core.”

Founded by Cranford resident Deb
Leber, along with David Leber, Allen
Barkin and Chuck Robertson, JCAS
has taken on the task of expanding
high quality arts in Cranford. Artists
interested in leasing space may get
more information by visiting jcas.org
or calling (908) 272-3743.
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58 Elm Street • Westfield
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JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Inspirational . . .

There are no goodbyes for us,
Wherever you are,

You will always be in my heart.

(reference: Gandhi)


