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Alyssa Straniero, a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School varsity soccer
player, plans to collect used soccer
cleats, in good condition, to send to
impoverished children in Brazil as
her senior year project. Her goal is to
collect 250 pairs of any brand, any
size, girl’s, boy’s, women’s, or men’s
cleats in good, clean condition and
have businesses add to the donation.

The inspiration for Straniero’s
project came from a trip to Brazil
with her varsity soccer team. Soccer
is the “second religion”, after Ca-
tholicism, in Brazil.

The team brought along used soc-
cer jerseys to give to the disadvan-
taged children after a game. Some of
those children owned only one or two
outfits of clothing. Alyssa was so
overwhelmed by their gratitude when
they received the used team shirts
that she actually gave them her favor-
ite sweatshirt off her back but she
realized they needed cleats far more
than the shirts.

As a varsity soccer player, Alyssa
has been aware that a team sport
develops more than a strong body, it
develops superior interpersonal
skills and a strong work ethic, which
are vital to success in business and
in life.

Soccer could very well be a
Brazilian’s ticket out of poverty. The
collection will take place June 2
through June 8 at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. Please clean
up your cleats, double knot the laces,
put a dryer sheet into each shoe and
place them in a zip lock plastic bag.
Alyssa would like to put a face to the
donation, so if possible, please slip
in a photo or Xerox of yourself or
your team with your name, team
name and address on it. Straniero is
also offering to pick up a group do-
nation at a parent or coach’s home, if
she is contacted via e-mail at
dandy29@verizon.net.
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David B. Corbin (May 23, 1998 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF THREE FIRSTS...Raider Karl Jennings won the 110-hurdles in 14.4,
the 400-hurdles in 55.8 and the high jump with a height of 6’4” at the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 tournament in Millburn on May 23, 1998.

WF’s Einstein Receives
NJ Devils Scholarship
Evan Einstein, who was Assistant

Captain of the Westfield High School
Ice Hockey, was one of four recipi-
ents out of more than 40 applicants to
receive a $2500 scholarship from the
NJ Devils Alumni Association, which
was presented to him at the 15th an-
nual Scholar Athlete Luncheon of the
NJ State Interscholastic Athletic As-
sociation at Pines Manor in Edison
on May 18.

Einstein was also named the first
recipient of the Gary Kehler Coaches’
Award presented to the senior hockey
player, who excelled in academics,
leadership, discipline and teamwork.
He will be attending the University of
Michigan this fall.
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SPF Times –
wwwgoleader.com

May 23, 1998: Senior Karl
Jennings captured three firsts and jun-
ior Blair Woodward grabbed one as
the Raider boys placed second, total-
ing 113 points, behind Morristown at
118.5 at the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 State Track and Field Cham-
pionships held in Millburn. Jennings
crossed first in the 110-hurdles with a
time of 14.4. He won the 400-hurdles
with a time of 55.8 and took top
honors in the high jump, clearing 6-4.
Woodward excelled in the long jump,
leaping a personal-best distance of
23-05.

May 20, 1998: Seniors Suzanne
Vinegra and Kate Brahm went on a
serving rampage and the Blue Devil
girls volleyball team easily seized its
third-straight Union County volley-
ball title by downing the Union Farm-
ers, 15-4, 15-3, in New Providence.

May 21, 1999: Senior Mike Stotler
and junior Mike Todd had two goals
each to lead the Blue Devil boys
lacrosse team to an 8-0 victory over
Manasquan in the opening round of
the NJSIAA tournament in Westfield.

May 25, 2002: The number 11
played a significant role at the Union
County Baseball Tournament at Me-
morial Field in Linden. Not only did
Westfield win its 11th UCT title by
defeating A. L. Johnson, 7-4 [11 to-
tal], but also the number 11 showed
up in several additional instances.
The last time the Blue Devils won a
UCT baseball title was in 1997 when
they toppled Summit, 7-1. Phil Orsini,
an 11th grader at the time, was the
hero with a two-run homer.

This year, senior pitcher Jay Cook
and senior centerfielder Ben Koket
(uniform No. 11) contributed to the
majority of those 11s. Cook recorded
seven strikeouts, yielded three walks
and hit a batter – the sum equals 11.
After a shaky start, Cook retired 11
straight batters. Koket (No. 11) got
the first hit of the game, scored the
first run and recorded the final putout
with a brilliant catch in centerfield.
The Blue Devils also had 11 hits and
hit the Crusader pitcher the hardest in
the fifth and sixth innings – 5+6=11.
Additionally, 11 Blue Devils stepped
to the plate in those innings. Senior
Jim McKeon (No. 22) – 2x11 – had a
two-run double and a one-run single.

This Center Hall Colonial reveals a charming interior boasting hardwood floors, mold-
ings, archways and a family room addition. The fire lit living room with French doors and 
the formal dining room with corner cabinet craft a lovely entertaining venue. The kitchen 
with breakfast room and a powder room complete the first floor. The second floor offers a 
master suite with ample closet space & full bath. A rec room and delightful yard with 
brick patio enhance this lovely setting. Presented for $949,000. 

    

            Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

            908-233-6417, Direct Dial
                NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Wychwood ColonialsWychwood ColonialsWychwood ColonialsWychwood Colonials    

Radiating with a heartwarming glow, this Colonial is enlivened by lovely details: hard-
wood floors, archways, moldings, delightful built-ins, French doors, a family room addi-
tion and an updated kitchen with granite counters. The foyer opens to the living room 
with fireplace and adjacent formal dining room. The master suite with full bath & bal-
cony is joined by nicely sized bedrooms. A rec room, enclosed porch and a beautifully 
landscaped  yard with deck highlight the allure of this home. Presented for $1,059,000. 

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

��������	���
NJAR Circle of Excellence—2007 Gold Award 

�����
����������������������
600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated
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