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Devils 3rd, Raiders 4th at Group Section Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

attempt then added a distance of 42
feet to tie for fifth.

“As partners, we can’t go as far as
we could without each other. It’s good
stuff,” said Bergo.

“Yesterday, I did well in the long
jump, so I wanted to come back today
in the triple. I fouled on my first two
jumps and was upset. I barely got into
the finals and I knew, when I got in the
finals, I would just go after it,” said
Allen, who placed fourth in the long
jump with a leap of 20’9”.

Blue Devil Brandon Heroux added
four inches to his personal-best to
take first in the javelin with a toss of
202’4” on his first attempt.

“Everything came together at the
right time,” said Heroux, who added,
“I have a problem waiting around
after my first throw. It’s a bad prob-
lem. I have to get that fixed. You
should be having your best throws at
the end, not in the beginning.”

Interestingly, Heroux, more than
most javelin throwers, has had a ten-

dency to make the javelin stick nicely
into the ground.

“It’s just the way it kicks over in the
air. Usually, that’s what you want,”
chuckled Heroux.

Blue Devil Dan Markowski took third
in the pole vault with a height of 12 feet
followed by teammate Tim Woods, who
tied for fourth with North Hunterdon’s
Ryan Freitag at 11’6”. Alex Tarlow
finished sixth in the 800 meters at
1:58.63 and sixth in the 1,600 at 4:32.38.
Westfield also finished fifth in the 4x400
with a time of 3:27.17.

In the clash of the Titans, Alleman
plunged the metal orb into the dirt
63’11.5” away from the circle on his
third throw in the preliminary round
to break the previous shot put record
of 62’2” established by Dayton’s
Bruce Heide in 1973. On his final
throw, Alleman had a colossal shove
of 64’7.25 but fouled.

“I still got to work on a lot of stuff,
get my leg under me and stop watch-
ing the shot coming out,” Alleman

analyzed. “I keep following it out
with my head and that is why I’m
fouling. Once I stop doing that, I
should be alright.”

Morristown freshman phenom Nick
Vena, whose personal-best throw is
67’9.25”, also broke Heide’s record
with a shove of 63’9” on his final throw.

“I finally found the middle of the
circle. It really helped a lot. I still have
to understand the circle a bit more but
Mike threw great today,” said the left-
handed Vena, who has developed a
powerful spinning technique. “It took
me a while to get that down. I still need
a lot more time with it.”

Raiders Alleman and Jason Boff
placed 2-3 in the discus with respec-
tive tosses of 153’9” and 140’1”.
Raiders Mike Chervenyak at 164’2”
and Frank Mellana at 157’0” placed
4-5 in the javelin and Louvon Powell
placed fifth in the long jump with a
distance of 19’7.5”. Pat Doliber at
9:45.2 and Dan Sapienza at 9:46.55
crossed 3-4 in the 3,200 and Rahway’s
Bryan Champagne with a distance of
44’2.5” beat Raider Kyle
Rowbotham’s 2006 meet record in
the triple jump by one inch.

Raider Sarah Canfield placed sec-
ond in the triple jump with a distance of
35’6.25” and teammate Whitney Adams
placed fourth at 34’7” on May 23. The
next day Canfield took top honors in the
long jump with a leap of 16’3”. On May
17, Canfield set a Raider record in the
long jump with a leap of 17’4.75” at the
Union County meet.

“It was tougher to jump. The wind
was tough. I really wanted the triple
jump yesterday. It feels good that I
got to make up for it today,” said
Canfield.

Raider Carlaya Jones with a shove
of 38’8.75” and Erin Rossi at 37’2.75”
placed 2-3 in the shot put. Rossi at
119’5”, Jones at 117’9” and Kim
Wenson at 99’8” placed 4-5-6 in the
discus. Cassy Valdes crossed fifth in
the 800 meters with a time of 2:22.05
and the Raiders finished sixth in the
4x400 with a time of 4:11.62.

Blue Devil Lisa Nehring finished
sixth in the 1,600 with a time of
5:20.34 and the 4x400 team finished
sixth with a time of 4:11.37.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Showboating Is a No-No,
Hot-Dogging is a Yes-Yes

While trying to get a score the other
night, I turned on ESPN. As always, I
had the mute button on. While I never
did get the score, I did get to see almost
a solid hour of home runs, 3-point shots,
dunks, guys pounding their chests and
hockey fights. But it could’ve been
worse; I could’ve turned to ESPN2, and
seen poker championships, or maybe
ultimate fighting.

But that got me to thinking. ESPN
was created in 1979. Kids in high school
today were born in 1990, or later. So,
maybe what’s happening is not really
the fault of anybody born after, say,

1985; they would be coming of sports
age just around the time ESPN was
kicking into full gear as the “hip” place
to get your sports “slash” entertain-
ment.

Watching ESPN gives the viewer a
quick lesson in Showboating 101. So,
in reality, it’s no surprise that the kids
today think it’s normal to …

1) jump up and down or just gener-
ally act like an idiot after scoring a
touchdown or making a tackle (even if
your team is down three touchdowns);

2) pound your chest or point at your
heart (or up to the heavens) after mak-
ing a basket or hitting a home run (even
if your team is way behind in the game);

3) wear a baseball cap backward and
without bending the bill (that’s ok for
rally-caps, however);

4) wear basketball shorts that look
more like skirts;

5) wear black socks and play football
or basketball (that’s ok, however, if you
are a soccer player, bicycle racer, a
mailman, or are retired), etc., etc., etc.

It’s all part of the “hip” culture that
Nike, ESPN, FoxSports and the other
mega corporations are trying to create
among the 18-to-35 age group. For us
old-schoolers, having grown up in the
age of coaches like Paul Brown, Bear
Bryant, Woody Hayes, Gary Kehler,
Walt Clarkson and Bobby Knight, those
things are not even imaginable. Some-
body who did any of the above-men-
tioned things under those coaches would
not see the field/court/pool/pitch for
quite a while, if ever, no matter how
good they were and no matter how
much screaming mommy and daddy
did to the athletic director and Board of
Education. Anyhow, everybody tells me

it’s a different world these days, that it’s
“just the way it is” and there’s nothing
I can do about it.

But I don’t have to like it, and there is
something I can do about it. Much like
“blitzes” in football used to be called
“red dogs,” showboating used to called
“hot-dogging.” And eating hot dogs is a
good thing. So, when I get depressed
about the world of sports, or the world
in general (at least until November), I
wander around New Jersey and eastern
Pennsylvania in a constant search of
competition for Max’s in Long Branch
as the best hot dog around.

Today might be a good time to up-
date our list. So here they are, The
Den’s Top 10 Hot Dogs, starting at No.
10 (note: this does not include out-of-
business places like Callahan’s, Fort
Lee; Syd’s, Union; Coney Joe’s,
Morrisville, Pa., and Casino’s, Tren-
ton):

Honorable mention: Jimmy’s
(Palmer Township, Pa.), Father and Son
(Linden), Hiram’s (Fort Lee), Jimmy
Buff’s (Scotch Plains), Texas Weiners I
and II (Plainfield, Green Brook),
Stewart’s (Hamilton, Raritan,
Burlington and Washington townships),
Charley’s (Kenilworth).

10. Hot Grill, Clifton (3 ½ peanuts).
The dogs were good, the rolls were
good, they had spicy brown mustard.
But the Grill earns its spot because of
all the old black and white photos on the
wall of the legendary Clifton Phillies
semipro baseball teams and of Clifton
guys who made it to the big leagues.

9. Galloping Hill Inn, Union (3½).
The roll and the mustard make this a
good place to hit, especially on the way
home at night from a win over Union in
football or baseball (have they found
the keys for the lights yet?).

8. Amazing Hot Dog, Verona (4).
Many, many interesting choices on the
menu board, but we went for the My
Schmiero, a hot dog with creamed
cheese and scallions (even better than it
sounds), and the Amazing, a hot dog
wrapped in bacon.

7. Hot Dog Johnnie’s, Buttzville (4).

Hidden among the trees on scenic Route
46 near the Delaware Water Gap, and
with a stream in the rear of the property,
this is a true Jersey legend. But the bees
can drive you crazy.

6. Toby’s Cup, Lopatcong (4). Bet
you can’t eat just three! Toby’s makes
’em “Easton style,” which means with
a sliced pickle placed between the dog
and the bun. The place is smaller than a
medium-sized Hummer. But the line
move pretty quick, and you can usually
find somebody to talk about the
Phillipsburg football, wrestling or base-
ball teams while you wait.

5. Windmill, Westfield many and
other locations (4). Pretty similar to
Max’s, with spicy brown mustard, green
and red relish … but the Max’s rolls are
far superior. Still, if you’re not near
Long Branch and there’s a Windmill
nearby, it ain’t bad.

4. Rutt’s Hutt, Clifton (4). The leg-
end of North Jersey. They were very
good, but not Max’s, by a long shot. Of
course, people in Passaic and Essex
counties feel Max’s can’t compare with
Rutt’s. And so it goes.

3. JandG Texas Weiners, Dunellen
(4½). There are many “original Texas
Weiners” places in New Jersey (do they
have Jersey Dogs in Texas?), but this is
our by-far favorite. Along with the one-
screen movie theatre, the two best rea-
sons to visit Dunellen.

2. Charlie’s Pool Room, Alpha. (5).
One of these days I’ll try the “Blue
Plate” special: 5 mealies (with onions
and Ma Fencz’s famous secret sauce)
served on a blue plate. John and Joe
Fencz make this 100-year-old building
a must-visit trip back in time. An hour
there and you half expect some of the
Little Rascals or Laurel and Hardy to
wander in for a couple of dogs, mok
(rhymes with Coke and means mus-
tard, onion and ketchup). Joe is the host
and can talk baseball (pro or local-
amateur) or Alpha/Phillipsburg sports
for hours; John does the cooking.

1. Max’s, Long Branch (5). Still our
champion. The giant spicy brown mus-
tard squirters, the sweet green relish,
the hot red relish! And now the cheese
dog! Been going there 55 years and
never once had a bad one.

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
’Tis better to lose with grace than to

win in disgrace.
STREAKING

The WHS boys tennis ran its win
streak to 60 with its 3-2 win over Cherry
Hill East in the state Group 4 final.
That’s the longest streak for any male
sports team at WHS, breaking the old
mark of 59 set by the swim team (1957-
62). The only longer streaks are 74 by
the girls swim team (1984-90) and 92
by the girls cross country team (1994-
2003).

STATE TOURNEY UPDATE
The WHS tennis team was

Muhammad Ali, West Windsor-
Plainsboro South was George Foreman
and Cherry Hill East was Smokin’ Joe
Frazier. That’s what it felt like last
Thursday at Mercer County Park, a
heavyweight showdown, and when the
slugging was done, WHS was the state
Group 4 champs, outlasting WW-P
South, 4-1, and C.H. East, 3-2. Coach
George Kapner’s club played either
Dwight Englewood or Rumson-Fair
Haven yesterday in the Tournament of
Champions semifinals and with a win
would be in the TOC final today, likely
against Delbarton. WHS’s 30 wins into
the TOC ties the school record for W’s,
set by the 1985 softball team and last
year’s tennis team.

The boys track team finished third in
North 2 Group 4, a rugged section that
includes Franklin and Irvington. But
Adam Bergo won the triple and high
jumps, Brandon Heroux took the jav-
elin for the second straight year, and
Alex Tarlow qualified for this weekend’s
Group 4 meet in two events, the 800 and
1600.

The baseball team came up against a
hot pitcher, who got plenty of defensive
help from each of his outfielders, and
the result was J.P. Stevens 4, WHS 2 in
the second round of the sectional tour-
nament. If you go by the stars, the next
sectional title for WHS will be in 2027,
since the previous two were in 1949 and
1988; that would make me 82, so let’s
hope it happens sooner. Evan Shapiro
tied the school record for extra-base
hits in a season (20), set by Lamont
Turner and Jay Anderson.

The softball team’s hopes for a sec-
tional/state title ended last Wednesday
as the girls managed just one hit and
dropped a 1-0 opening-round sectional
game to Bridgewater-Raritan. Although
there were still regular-season games
left against Linden and Union, coach
Tara Pignoli can now have her baby
(due date was yesterday) without hav-
ing to worry about the added pressure
of the state tournament.

TITLE COUNTDOWN
It’s now 14 days until The Den re-

veals the Top 25 winningest high school
sports programs in New Jersey history
on June 12. These are (alphabetically)
the 10 winningest teams: Asbury Park,
Bernards, Columbia, Haddonfield,
Montclair, Moorestown, Plainfield,
Trenton, Westfield and Willingboro.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
Since next week we will name the

2007-08 Devil of the Year, this week’s
final free sub of the 2007-08 school
year goes to Dean Thompson. The jun-
ior won the most pressure-packed match
of his life last Thursday, avenging an
early-season loss to outlast Cherry Hill
East’s Ross Silverberg in a third-set
tiebreaker and provide the winning
points as WHS won the state Group 4
title.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Dean Thompson

Tennis

No. 1 Blue Devil Boys Claim
Group 4 Net Championship
The No. 1-ranked Westfield High

School boys tennis team edged No. 2
Cherry Hill East, 3-2, to claim its
second straight Group 4 title at Mer-
cer County Park in West Windsor on
May 22. The victory raised the Blue
Devils’ season record to 30-0 and
extended their win streak to 60.

The outcome of the match was de-
cided when Blue Devil Dean Thomp-
son endured a third-set victory over
Ross Silverberg at second singles.
Thompson won the first set, 6-2, but
dropped the second set, 2-6, before
winning the decisive set 7-6 (7-3).

Blue Devil Kevin Shallcross
dropped his first singles match to
Ravi Yegva-Raman, 6-2, 6-3, but Blue
Devil Ravi Netravali stopped Nikhil
Yegva-Raman, 6-2, 6-4, at third

singles. At first doubles, David
Bernstein and Max Rubin defeated
Blue Devils Justin Snyder and Graeme
Stahl, 6-4, 4-6, 6-3. At second doubles,
Blue Devils James Chu and Evan
Eisenberg topped Jon Chalik and Dan
Kim, 6-2, 6-3.

In the semifinals, the Blue Devils
defeated fifth-ranked West Windsor
South, 4-1. Shallcross drew with Leland
Richardson, 3-6, 7-5, and Thompson
drew with Junjiro Muri, 4-6, 6-1.
Netravali stopped Julian Richardson,
6-4, 6-4. Snyder and Stahl topped
Demetri Vrahnos and Dan Ng, 6-2, 6-0.
Chu and Eisenberg defeated Ronak
Patel and Zach Halperin, 6-4, 6-2.

Westfield advanced to defend its
title in the Tournament of Champions
held on May 27 in West Windsor.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING THE MEET RECORD…Raider Mike Alleman broke the meet
record in the shot put with a push of 63’11.5”.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE LONG JUMP…Raider Sarah Canfield won the long jump with
a leap of 16’3” and placed second in the triple jump with a distance of 35’6.25”.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Group 3&4 Section Track
Westfield/BrH2O Softball

SPF/Fort Lee Softball
Westfield/JP Stevens Baseball

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

SCOTCH PLAINS $799,000 WESTFIELD $550,000 WESTFIELD $1,385,000 WESTFIELD $949,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $895,000 FANWOOD $429,900

A beautiful, new, 55+ adult community at ‘Heather
Glen’.  Fantastic Essex model includes 4 Bedrooms,
3.5 baths, premium corner lot with wood and lake
views, 1st floor Master Bedroom suite with fireplace
and spa bath, open floor plan and gourmet Kitchen
with stainless steel appliances.

Charming 3 Bedroom, 2 bath home has been recently
renovated and offers a granite Kitchen, new 1st floor
bath, Living Room with wood-burning fireplace, For-
mal Dining Room, freshly painted interior and exte-
rior, finished basement, newer furnace, updated elec-
tric, brand new roof and much more.

A true American classic offers 11 rooms and includes
5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, wide-plank oak floors, custom
built-ins, moldings, modern Kitchen with breakfast
room off Family Room, Master Suite addition with
full bath, Formal Dining Room with built-in cabinet
and fireplace and Living Room with fireplace and
French doors.

Gracious expanded Ranch has style and sophistica-
tion.  Home offers a half acre, private setting prop-
erty with winter views and expansive rooms that of-
fer incredible light and space.  Walls of windows bring
outdoors inside.

House beautiful with many updates including refin-
ished hardwood floors, neutral décor, fenced back-
yard, landscaping and bessler stairs to attic storage.
This wonderful home features 8 rooms and includes
3 Bedrooms.

WESTFIELD $599,000
This move-in condition Colonial sold for 13%

more than its list price in only 4 days.  Con-

tact any of our extraordinary Agents and let

them design a personalized marketing plan for

your home.

Spacious center hall Colonial features 8 rooms, 3 nice-
sized Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Living Room with fireplace,
Formal Dining Room with corner cabinet, newer
Kitchen with breakfast nook, large Master Bedroom
with walk-in closet & full bath, basement Recreation
Room, sun-filled Family Room addition with built-
ins  French doors to yard.

CRANFORD $724,900
Spotless Colonial in unique park setting!  Home of-
fers 9 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2 updated
baths, vinyl siding and windows, Kitchen with cherry
cabinets and Corian counters, Family Room and Liv-
ing Room with gas fireplaces.


