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Westfield School Boosters Association Presents 41st Annual
Booster Club Awards to 18 High School Senior Athletes

The Westfield High School (WHS)
Booster Club recently awarded 18 stu-
dent athlete scholarships in honor and
memory of WHS coaches, athletes and
boosters. Some scholarships have been
funded by the Boosters Association and
others have been funded in whole or in
part by the Friends of Westfield Track,
Taylor and Love Realtors, the family of
Toni Bristol, the family of Greta
Schoenemann, friends and family of
Marge and Bob Brewster, John Byrne
family, friends and family of Tony
Cofone, Westfield Baseball Associa-
tion, Westfield Tennis Association,
Westfield Basketball Association and
an anonymous donor who has provided
funding for the scholarships in honor of
Peter Houlihan.

A scholarship committee, which con-
sisted of Rick Lessner, Bill Ludlum,
Tom Tresnan, Bill Taylor, Jim Lau and
John Fietkiewicz, evaluated the candi-
dates based on the information received
from the athletes themselves, the Guid-
ance department, and Athletic Director
Ed Tranchina, who also reviewed all
the applications. The selection criteria
consisted of: athletic achievement,
scholastic performance and leadership
qualities, with achievement given the
most emphasis.

The Walter S. Clarkson Honorary
Award was presented by girls cross-
country coach Thom Hornisch on be-
half of the Friends of Westfield Track to
honor Walt Clarkson, the retired and
renowned coach of Westfield cross
country and track teams.

The recipient, Rose Driscoll, the
daughter of Margaret and Myles

Driscoll, earned 10
varsity letters in
c r o s s - c o u n t r y,
winter track and
spring track. She
also earned a var-
sity letter in bas-
ketball as a fresh-
man. Rose was
cross-country, in-
door track and
spring track cap-

tain. She was Third Team All-County in
all four cross-country seasons and she
was selected as the Most Valuable Se-
nior on the cross-country team.

Rose is a distinguished honor roll
student, member of the National Honor
Society and the female recipient from
WHS of the NJSIAA Scholar-Athlete
award. Rose is also a sports editor of
Hi’s Eye and a counselor at Sr. Pat’s
cancer camp. She will attend the Uni-
versity of Scranton in the fall.

The Alumni Scholarship was initi-
ated by the Roger Love family, four
generations, which have graduated from
WHS and participated in varsity athlet-
ics. The award was funded jointly by
Taylor and Love Realtors and the WHS
Booster Association. Roger Love (WHS
Class of ‘57, his daughter Traci, Class
of ‘84, and his grandson, Pat Gray,
Class of 2010) presented the award.

The recipient, Brandon Heroux, son
of Linda and Paul Heroux, earned four
varsity letters (1 in soccer, 3 in spring
track and field). In soccer, Brandon was
Second Team All-County and an All-
State Central Jersey Honorable Men-
tion. Heroux really made his mark
throwing the javelin. He was First Team
All-Conference, All-County and All-
Group 4 his junior year. This year, he
set the Union County and WHS records
for the new javelin and he became the

first WHS athlete to win an individual
event at the Penn Relays.

Brandon co-chairs the Donate A
Smile Charity Fund, which provides
Christmas gifts to homeless children.
He is also an honor roll student, a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society, and
the male recipient from WHS of the
Union County Scholar Athlete award.
Brandon will attend William and Mary,
where he will continue his career throw-
ing the javelin.

The Toni Bristol Honorary Award, in
honor of the longtime volunteer coach
in lacrosse, girl’s soccer and girl’s bas-
ketball, was presented by George
Kapner, the boys varsity soccer coach
and the boys varsity tennis coach.

The recipient, Kim Morawski, daugh-
ter of Susan and Tom Morawski, was
the captain of the girls tennis team,
earned four varsity letters and was a
member of the doubles team that won
the Union County championship all
four years. Last season, she was First
Team All-County, All-Area and All-
Group 4, and Second Team All-State.
Kim was selected Distinguished
Doubles Player of the Year by the Cou-
rier News and she was selected as the
Most Valuable Senior on the team.

Morawski is a
member of the Na-
tional Honor Soci-
ety, an Edward J.
Bloustein Distin-
guished Scholar
and she made the
d i s t i n g u i s h e d
honor roll during
all marking peri-
ods, maintaining a
GPA above 4. She

will attend Muhlenberg College in the
fall.

The Gary Kehler Award, in memory
of Gary Kehler, WHS’s “Hall of Fame”
former Athletic Director, football coach,
wrestling coach and golf coach, was
presented by Coach Kehler’s wife,
Alice, and their sons, Glen and Doug.

The recipient, John Dugan, son of
Maureen and John Dugan, earned three
varsity letters in football and was a
captain of the team in his senior year.
John was the defensive MVP last sea-
son, and he was named First Team All-
County, All-Area and All-Conference,
and Second Team All Group 4.

An Honor Roll student, he is a mem-
ber of the Key Club, works at St. Mary’s
Church helping to feed the homeless
and volunteers at St. Helen’s. He has
assisted the PAL by coaching youth
football and officiating at youth foot-
ball games. Dugan will attend Iona,
where he will continue his football ca-
reer.

The Jack Martin Spirit Award, given
by the Friends of Westfield Track in
honor of legendary WHS cross-coun-
try and track coach Jack Martin, who
began his service as a Westfield coach
in 1972, was presented by Jack Martin.
The award was given to a male or fe-
male runner who exemplifies the spirit,
commitment and achievement to the
programs.

The boys’ recipient, Alex Tarlow, son
of Laura and Jeffrey Tarlow, is an honor
roll student who earned 11 varsity let-
ters in cross-country, winter track, and
spring track. He was a captain of each
of those teams and he was voted the
Most Valuable Senior on the cross-
country and the winter track teams.

Alex earned First Team All-County

honors in cross-country and indoor track
his junior and senior years. He was
selected Second Team All-County in
outdoor track last year. Tarlow won the
Watchung Conference cross-country
championship, the Conference 800
championship, the Union County in-
door 800 championship, and was part
of the County championship distance
medley relay team. Alex will attend the
University of Massachusetts, and he
will continue his track and cross-coun-
try career.

The two Peter Houlihan Memorial
Awards, funded by an anonymous
Westfield Booster and WHS Boosters,
were presented by former booster presi-
dent Bill Ludlum. The scholarships are
given to honor the late Peter Houlihan,
a past member of the Boosters, who
was especially active in promoting soc-
cer through his work with the Westfield
Soccer Association.

The male recipient, Greg O’Brien,
son of Donna Quinn
and Danny
O’Brien, is an
honor roll student
who was an out-
standing goalie on
the soccer team,
earning three var-
sity letters. He was
also on the winter
track team for three
seasons.

Greg was the captain of the soccer
team and was selected Most Valuable
Senior. He was First Team All-County
and All-Conference, and an All-State
Honorable Mention. O’Brien will at-
tend Fordham University, where he will
continue his soccer career.

The female recipient, Corrine
Parkinson, daughter of Janette and Sean
Parkinson, earned three varsity letters
in soccer. She was named First Team
All-County, All-Area and All-Confer-
ence, and Third Team All-Group 4. She
was selected as the MVP of the Union
County Tournament final in 2006.

Corrine is a distinguished honor roll
student who is a member of the Breast
Cancer Awareness Club. She will at-
tend Lehigh University where she will
play soccer.

Bill Mann, President of the Westfield
Basketball Association (WBA), pre-
sented the WBA Awards, given on be-
half of the WBA to male and female
varsity basketball players, who have
demonstrated good sportsmanship and
leadership on the basketball court.

The male recipient, Emanuael Mills,
son of Carolyn and Emanuael Mills,
was a three-sport athlete, who earned
varsity letters in basketball, football
and spring track. He was the captain of
the basketball team and Most Valuable
Senior on the team last season. Manny
will attend Florida A&M in the fall.

The female recipient, Erin Miller,
daughter of Linda and Ed Miller, earned
four varsity letters in basketball. She
was the captain for two years and she
was selected Most Valuable Senior last
season. Miller set numerous WHS
records, including all-time scoring
leader. She received much all-star rec-
ognition, including being selected to
multiple All-County, All-Conference
and All-Area teams.

Erin is an honor roll student, a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society and
the female recipient from WHS of the
Watchung Conference Scholar-Athlete
award. She is also a member of the

Breast Cancer Awareness Club, the
Spanish Club and the Latin Club. Erin
will attend James Madison University.

Owen Brand presented the John
Byrne Memorial Scholarship, on be-
half of the Byrne family in memory of
John Byrne, a former WHS varsity ath-
lete in the late 1970s, to a male or
female varsity athlete, who has com-
peted in at least two sports and has
exhibited leadership, determination,
hustle, academic achievement, and
school and community involvement.

The recipient, James Bender, son of
Sherri and Jim
Bender, played ice
hockey and la-
crosse, with ice
hockey being his
primary sport. A
captain his junior
and senior years,
he earned four var-
sity letters in
hockey. He re-
ceived the Hobey

Baker Award as the MVP of the hockey
team this winter. He also received All-
Conference and All-Area recognition
his junior and senior years. Bender was
the fourth player in WHS history to
score more than 100 career points, fin-
ishing as the third-highest scorer.

Jimmy has also given of his time
extensively as a CYO volunteer and he
will attend St. Bonaventure, where he
will play ice hockey.

The Friends and Family of Marge
and Bob Brewster Award was presented
by sons, Bob and Brad. The Brewsters,
parents of four former WHS athletes,
have been long-time supporters of the
Boosters and the local football, basket-
ball, and baseball programs.

The recipient, Joe Vall-Llobera, son
of Isabel and Humberto Vall-Llobera,
played baseball and football, earning
three varsity letters in football and two
in baseball. He was also captain of the
baseball team. In football last season,
Joe was First Team All-Conference and
the team’s offensive MVP. In baseball,
he was Second Team All-Area.

Joe is an honor student and a member
of the National Honor Society. He is also
a Hugh O’Brien Leadership Ambassa-
dor, Peer Minister, mentor for the
Westfield-Plainfield Connection and
member of Economics for Leaders. Joe
will attend William and Mary in the fall.

Tony Cofone presented the Tony
Cofone/WBA Scholarship, given by the
friends and family of Tony Cofone, in
recognition of his dedication to the
sport of girls’ basketball.

The recipient, Gabrielle O’Leary,
daughter of Karen and John O’Leary,
earned four varsity letters in basketball
and was a team captain. She was a
versatile player, who went from setting
the WHS record for assists in her junior
year to becoming a top rebounder her
senior year, earning selection to The
Star-Ledger’s All-Rebounding Team.
She was Third Team All-Conference,
played in the Union County Senior All-
Star game and received All-Area Hon-
orable Mention.

Gabrielle is a distinguished honor
roll student, member of the National
Honor Society, member of the Spanish
Club, the Latin Club, the Beast Cancer
Awareness Club and the Council for
Caring. O’Leary will attend Syracuse
University.

The Greta Schoenemann Memorial
Scholarship, to honor Greta’s memory,

was presented by Greta’s parents,
Wendy and Robert Schoenemann. The
Boosters have established a scholar-
ship in her name to be awarded to a
senior girl’s soccer player about whom
it can be said – “she was a great team-
mate.”

The recipient, Catherine Cognetti,
daughter of Sheri and Tony Cognetti,
earned 11 varsity letters (3 soccer, 4
winter track, 4 spring track) She has
received all-star recognition in both
soccer and track.

Catherine has maintained a GPA
above 4, and is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society. She is a Peer
Minister at St. Helen’s, Transition
Leader for the Transition Project, and a
member of the Key Club and the Span-
ish Club. She has been the captain of
her club soccer team for the past four
years. Catherine will attend Loyola
College in the fall.

Thom Hornisch presented the Jim
Nicoll Scholarship Award, in honor of
Jim Nicoll, who has served as the Fi-
nancial Secretary of the Friends of
Westfield Track for many years. The
award recognizes the commitment made
by a student athlete to the cross-country
and/or track and field programs both as
a competitor and as a volunteer to the
Friends of Westfield Track and the com-
munity.

The recipient, Evan Friedman, son of
Marie and Stuart Friedman, was a cap-

tain of the cross-
country, winter
track, and spring
track teams. He
earned 10 varsity
letters and he also
played soccer in
his freshman year.
In cross-country,
Evan was Second
Team All-County
his sophomore

year and First Team All-County and
Second Team All-Area his junior and
senior years. In track, he earned All-
County recognition in the 1600 after
both the indoor and outdoor seasons in
his junior year and after the indoor
season this year.

Friedman is a distinguished honor roll
student, who maintains a GPA above 4.
He is a member of the National Honor
Society, National French Honor Soci-
ety, and he received a National Merit
Scholarship Letter of Commendation.
He was the junior class representative,
transition project leader, nominee to the
Governor’s School for Engineering and
a co-founder of the Jewish Awareness
Club. Evan will attend Brown Univer-
sity, where he will continue running
cross-country and track.

The Westfield Baseball League
Award was presented by WBL Trea-
surer Frank Fusaro, who coached many
of the baseball players in the Class of
2008. The award recognizes a senior
student athlete who demonstrates his
leadership and sportsmanship in repre-
senting his town and school.

The recipient, Evan Shapiro, son of
Ellen and Gary Shapiro, earned three
varsity letters in baseball, and he was a
captain of the team this year. Shapiro is
the only pitcher in WHS history to
throw a perfect game, which he did last
year. His junior year, he also earned
All-County, All-Area and All-Confer-
ence recognition.

Shapiro is a volunteer for the Mandy
Reichman Feeding Program of Temple
Emanu-el, where he prepares lunches
for the homeless on a weekly basis. He
will attend Quinnipiac University, and
he hopes to play baseball there.

The Westfield Tennis Association
Award, presented by WTA Treasurer
Tuyen Diep, is given on behalf of the
WTA to a varsity tennis player, who has
demonstrated exceptional dedication to
improving his or her tennis skills, ex-
hibiting good sportsmanship and being
an ultimate team player.

The recipient, Kevin Shallcross, son
of Pamela and David Shallcross, earned
four varsity letters in tennis, and he is a

captain of the team this year. A singles
player, he is undefeated in matches
against Union County players. He won
the county first singles title this year
and he has been selected to the All-Area
First Team all four years. He is also
ranked in the top 225 nationally by the
United States Tennis Association.

Kevin has maintained a grade point
average above 4.
He is a member of
the National Honor
Society, the Na-
tional Society of
High School
Scholars, and the
National Spanish
Honor Society. He
was a National
Merit Scholarship
semifinalist and
the male recipient

from WHS of the Watchung Confer-
ence Scholar Athlete Award.

Kevin is active in the St. Helen’s
Youth Ministry, and he is a member of
the Spanish Club and the Young Repub-
licans Club. Shallcross will attend Wil-
liams College, where he will play ten-
nis.

The Executive Committee Award,
given on behalf of the 51 active Boost-
ers to a student athlete whose hard
work, dedication and leadership are
indicative of what high school athletics
represent, was presented by Tom
Tresnan, the first vice-president of the
Boosters.

The recipient, Alexi Kuska, daughter
of Lesley Kuska, was the captain of the
swim team and earned four varsity let-
ters. Alexi was First Team All-County,
All-Area and All-Public. She was Sec-
ond Team All-State in her senior year.
She holds two individual Union County
records – the 200 and 500 freestyle –
and one County relay record in the
4x100 freestyle. She also holds two
individual school records and two relay
records.

Kuska was the WHS swimmer of the
year for 2006-2007, received the Lt.
Daniel Nicols Award for Team Leader-
ship in 2006 and received the Maj.
Richard Daniels Memorial Award for
Leadership from the Westfield Y.

Alexi is an honor roll student and a
member of the National Society. She
was a Peer Group Leader, member of
the Psychology Club, Drama Club and
the Latin Club. She is also actively
involved in the Teen Ministry at the
Renaissance Church. Kuska will attend
the University of Richmond, where she
will continue swimming.

Bill Taylor, President of the WHS
Boosters, presented the President’s
Award in the name of the Booster Ex-
ecutive Committee President to an out-
standing senior athlete, who exempli-
fies leadership, character, good sports-
manship and the spirit of athletics.

The recipient, Claire Bennett, daugh-
ter of Faith and John Bennett, played
soccer, lacrosse and basketball, earning
four varsity letters in soccer and two in
lacrosse. She was a captain of the soccer
team and the lacrosse team this year.

A goalie on the soccer team, Claire
received the Coach’s Award after her
senior season. She was selected to the
Union County Girls Soccer Coaches
Association First Team in 2007 and
Second Team in 2006. She was selected
to the All-Watchung Conference team
in 2006 and 2007, and to The Star-
Ledger’s All-County Second Team both
years. Claire received All-State recog-
nition from the New Jersey Girls Soc-
cer Coaches Association.

Bennett has maintained a GPA above
4. She is a member of the National
Honor Society, an Edward J. Bloustein
Scholar and she was the female recipi-
ent from WHS of the Union County
Scholar Athlete Award.

Claire has been a sports page editor
of Hi’s Eye this year, and she is active as
a Deacon and middle school adviser at
the Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Claire will attend Amherst College and
she will play soccer there.
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WILLOW GROVE 

SWIMMING CLUB  
INCORPORATED 

P.O. BOX 11 

FANWOOD, N.J. 07023 

 

      2008 Memberships available for the 50th season 

   Facilities (1155 Roosevelt Ave, Scotch Plains): 

• 25 meter pool  

• Kiddie pool 

• Large recreation and picnic area 
     The club offers: 

• Swimming lessons 

• 140 member swim team 

• Family and adult social 

    

      For an application or information please call  
   908-232-2101 and leave a message.  Additional 

      information may be obtained at www.wgsc.info/ 

Evan Friedman


