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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
HONOR AND SERVICE...During the Memorial Day ceremony in Garwood on
Monday at the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Gary Wetzel gave the invocation and
benediction, and Kenny Matz spoke of his experiences in Iraq with the U.S. Army.

Debbie Hoffman for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBRANCE...Members of Mountainside VFW Post 10136 salute the flag
at the borough’s annual Memorial Day remembrance at Constitution Plaza. Also
attending were Mayor Robert Viglianti and members of the borough council.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
PRIMARY DEBATE...The GOP Candidates for Congress, 7th District, debated
their positions at Mountainside Borough Hall on Thursday, May 22, in an election
event sponsored by The Westfield Leader  and  The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Pictured, left to right, are:  A.D. Amar, Kelly Hatfield, Darren Young, Sen.
Leonard Lance, moderator Fred Rossi of The Leader, Tom Roughneen, Mayor
Martin Marks and Kate Whitman. See the one hour video at goleader.com.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
WE REMEMBER…Lieutenant Colonel Michael Hrycak, Grand Marshal of the
Westfield Memorial Day parade, addresses the crowd on Monday at the Monu-
ment to Veterans of World War I. Standing behind him, from left to right, are:
Peter Hogaboom, master of ceremonies; Rick Harrison, president of Chapter 688
of Vietnam Veterans of America; Patrick Tighe, commander of American Legion
Post No. 3 in Westfield; Bob Farley, commander of the Mountainside Veterans of
Foreign Wars, and Westfield Councilman Mark Ciarrocca. Seated at far right is
Al Riker, chaplain of American Legion Post No. 3.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
MARCHING AND REMEMBERING…Dozens of civic, community and band organizations from the region marched up East
Broad Street in Westfield, with hundreds of pedestrians lining the streets to remember American fallen soldiers in the annual
Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 26. The view is from the Ward Building balcony, courtesy of residents Al and Lisa
DiDonato.

WF Town Council to Adopt
Historic. Pres. Ordinance
By KATHERINE VOWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Historic Pres-
ervation Ordinance, which will be
adopted next Tuesday by the town
council, will offer homeowners the
ability to designate and preserve land-
marks and districts throughout
Westfield.

The historic preservation commis-
sion and the former town planner,
Judith Thornton, updated the ordi-
nance, dating back to 1984, in accor-
dance with state statutes. The ordi-
nance was brought to the council’s
attention in February before it was
sent to the planning board and his-
toric preservation commission for
review.

“The ordinance is a tool for the
Town of Westfield, if they want to use
it,” said Fourth Ward Councilman
James Foerst, who heads the council’s
code review and town property com-
mittee.

The ordinance creates mechanisms
for allowing the historical preserva-
tion of individual landmarks and
homes, or districts where there is a 75
percent majority vote amongst the
community members.

Mr. Foerst referred to Kimball Av-
enue as a successful example; “utili-
zation of the Historical Preservation
Ordinance and the cooperative effort
of people in the commission has
brought this district to a higher level.”

In addition to laying out provisions
for designating potentially historic
districts, the ordinance offers districts
the ability to protest the designation.

If 20 percent of homes protest, it
“raises the bar for passage,” accord-
ing to Mr. Foerst.

If the 20 percent were met, in order
for a zone to be designated as his-
toric, the area would need the ap-
proval of a supermajority (6-3), not
the usual majority (5-4).

The Historic Preservation Commis-
sion will have nine voting members
and two alternates.

Two of the nine voting members
would be individuals with experience
in building and historic preservation,
and both Westfield and non-Westfield

residents may fill these two posi-
tions.

The provision allowing for non-
Westfield residents to take part in the
commission led fellow Fourth Ward
Councilman Tom Bigosinski to vote
against the ordinance’s introduction.

“The ordinance I think is good in
all respects, and it serves an impor-
tant purpose,” Mr. Bigosinski said.

However, the councilman said, “I
don’t want someone from South Jer-
sey sitting on a committee that is
going to make a decision about the
character of my neighborhood.”

According to Mr. Foerst, by having
the commission open to non-Westfield
residents, the council is hoping to
attract a wider range of individuals
with experience in historic preserva-
tion and building.

Mr. Foerst said, “There are a lot of
people in New Jersey and the sur-
rounding areas who have expertise in
historic preservation. Also, as a vol-
unteer, it saves money. We won’t have
to go out and hire a consultant.”

Mr. Foerst referred to Town Engi-
neer Ken Marsh as an out-of-town
resident who can bring a level of
expertise to the process.

“What would happen if he wanted
to volunteer in Westfield after leav-
ing?” Mr. Foerst asked.

According to Mr. Bigosinski, the
overabundance of Westfield volunteers
leaves no reason for the council to look
elsewhere for committee members.

“We have enough intelligent, quali-
fied volunteers in this town to fill a
nine-member board. I might feel dif-
ferently if we had a shortage of vol-
unteers, but we have more volunteers
than we know what to do with,” Mr.
Bigosinski said.

“The real stakeholders are Westfield
residents,” he said. “So the commis-
sion should consist exclusively of
Westfield residents.”

Mr. Foerst spoke to The Westfield
Leader after last Tuesday’s meeting
and said, “We’re talking about two of
nine positions. People who have a
love of Westfield and knowledge of
the town should not be excluded be-
cause of geographical boundaries.”

Portion of Garwood Municipal Aid
Could Be Restored in State Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council said on Tuesday that a
portion of its Consolidated Municipal
Property Tax Relief Aid (CMPTRA)
could be reinstated pending approval of
the state’s budget.

Kathleen Villaggio, council presi-
dent and finance chairman, said a per-
centage of the CMPTRA funding which
was to be cut in the original state budget
could be restored, but that the state
cautioned municipalities not to factor
this funding into their budgets yet since
it needs legislative approval.

“We were notified that our aid has
been restored in the amount of
$154,993,” Ms. Villaggio said. “That’s
an unofficial, official type of notifica-
tion.”

According to a press release on the
New Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs website, Governor Jon
Corzine suggested the move, which
would restore 25 percent of the cut in
CMPTRA aid to towns with less than

10,000 residents, to lessen property tax
increases. The plan calls for these com-
munities to face no more than a $100
average property tax increase due to the
CMPTRA cuts.

Ms. Villaggio said the borough’s av-
erage property tax increase per home-
owner over last due to the CMPTRA
cuts would be $97.50.

The council also held a public hear-
ing on the 2008 municipal budget dur-
ing the meeting. Resident Bruce Pater-
son asked the council if pension costs
would stabilize in the coming year.

Ms. Villaggio said the borough could
face another increase.

“At this point in time we thought that
the pension on the police and fire would
level off in the budget, but there’s some
indication that next year may also be an
increase,” Ms. Villaggio said.

Ms. Villaggio said the borough hopes
to adopt its budget at the end of July or
early August and that the borough will
send out estimated tax bills at the end of
June.

In other business, the council passed
a resolution proposed by Council-
man Anthony Sytko, the borough’s
representative to the Union County
Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board, to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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BOE Hires New Beechwood
Principal; OK’s Teacher Pact
By KATHERINE EMIRE-NIEVES

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
borough’s board of education (BOE)
on Tuesday night appointed Robert
Phillips as the new principal for
Deerfield Elementary School, filling
the vacancy left when Jeanette
Baubles was appointed Chief School
Administrator (CSA).

After receiving about 80 resumés
for the position, Ms. Baubles recom-
mended and the board approved the
appointment of Mr. Phillips, effec-
tive July 1 through June 30, 2009. No
details of Mr. Phillips were released

at Tuesday’s meeting.
Board President Mary Beth

Schaumberg commended Ms.
Baubles on adhering to the estab-
lished timeline on finding her replace-
ment. Mr. Phillips, who will receive a
salary of $117,000 a year, is expected
to be in attendance at the next board
of education meeting on Tuesday,
June 10, to introduce himself to the
public.

The BOE also ratified a new con-
tract with the union staff. No details
by press time.

The board also approved the hiring

GOP Congressional Candidates
Face Off in Mountainside Forum

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — With the
Primary election now less than a week
away, the seven Republican candi-
dates for the congressional nomina-
tion in the 7th District gathered at the
Mountainside Borough Hall for a
debate hosted by The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last Thursday night. Polls on
Tuesday will be open from 6 a.m.
until 8 p.m.

The 7th District stretches Union,
Hunterdon, Middlesex and Somerset
counties.

The hour-long debate was moder-
ated by Fred Rossi of The Leader and

The Times and was split into three
rounds. The first round of questions
focused on domestic issues, the sec-
ond round on foreign affairs, and in
the final round, candidates spoke on a
topic of their choice. Candidates were
given two minutes to respond to each
question and were offered a two-
minute closing statement.

Issues such as the economy, prop-
erty taxes, illegal immigration, gaso-
line prices and Social Security were
the key topics during the debate’s first
round. The wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, the Middle East conflict and ter-
rorism served as the salient issues of
the second round of questions.

Martin Marks, the mayor of Scotch

Plains, emphasized his conservative
credentials in an effort to separate
himself from the other candidates.
Mr. Marks said he is the “across-the-
board conservative” candidate and
that the Republican Party has lost its
roots. He said voters should not be
afraid to nominate a conservative.

“All too often, we like to go with
the comfortable shoe,” Mr. Marks
said. “The candidate that might be
better known, have a better name, a
better political pedigree, one that
might be considered moderate, so
maybe they would do better in a Gen-
eral Election. And quite frankly, that
doesn’t work too often.”

When asked about how to reform
America’s image on the world stage,
Darren Young said that situations such
as the treatment of detainees at
Guantanamo Bay and Abu Gharib
had made America “hated and feared
across the world.” He called for rights
for prisoners at Guantanamo Bay as
one way to improve the opinion of
America abroad.

“One of the foundations [of
America] is due process of law, and
we’re denying this to these people,”
Mr. Young said. “And you call them
enemy combatants, but still, they’re
deserving of a fair trial like anyone
else.”

Mr. Young also said that the federal
government has lost credibility do-
mestically, citing a recent govern-
ment report that showed energy prices
falling 2 percent last month despite a
10 percent increase in oil prices.

“How can anybody believe any-
thing that comes out of this govern-
ment?” Mr. Young questioned. “We
need a congressman that will insure
accountability and transparency and
truthfulness from the federal govern-
ment.”

Kelly Hatfield spoke of the danger
posed by China, stating that aside from
the threat posed economically by
China’s growing economy, the United
States must be mindful of the military
threat posed by China, particularly if it
attains nuclear capabilities.

“I think that countries like North
Korea and Syria and Iran getting hold
of nuclear technologies and nuclear

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Voters to Decide Senate,
7th Dist. House Races

By LAURA MORTKOWITZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — This Tuesday, June 3,
area voters head to the election polls
to select candidates in the Demo-
cratic and Republican Primaries for
New Jersey Senate, members of Con-
gress for the 7th District, and three
seats for Union County freeholder.
There are no competitive Primary
races at the local municipal level.
Polls are open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The most hotly contested race lo-
cally is the Republican race for Con-
gress in the 7th District, where seven
candidates are vying to fill Republi-
can Rep. Mike Ferguson’s seat. They
are: Seton Hall University business
professor A.D. Amar of Watchung;
former Summit councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield; State Senator Leonard Lance
(LD-23, Clinton); Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks; former assis-
tant prosecutor in Essex and Union
counties and Iraq War veteran Tom
Roughneen of Watchung, the daugh-
ter of former Governor Christine
Whitman, Kate Whitman of Peapeck,
and Darren Young of Summit.

Three other candidates – former
Wathchung Mayor Victor Sordillo,
Bridgewater Councilman Michael
Hsing and former Hillsborough Deputy
Mayor Chris Venis – had sought Re-
publican support but declined to file
nomination petitions by the April dead-
line to run in the Primary.

On the Democratic side, Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood
is running uncontested. She came
within a percentage point of unseat-
ing Mr. Ferguson two years ago.

The Democratic Senate race is be-
tween incumbent U.S. Senator Frank
Lautenberg of Cliffside Park, who is
seeking a fifth term, Rep. Rob Andrews
(D-1st, Haddon Heights) and

Morristown Mayor Donald Cresitello.
The Republican Senate race is be-

tween former Rep. Richard Zimmer of
Delaware Township, State Senator Jo-
seph Pennacchio (LD-26, Pine Brook)
and Ramapo College professor Murray
Sabrin of Fort Lee. Businesswoman
Anne Estabrook had to withdraw from
the running after suffering a minor stroke
in March. Her replacement, former
Goya Foods executive Andy Unanue,
dropped out of the race on April 11, and
was replaced by Mr. Zimmer.

In the race for Union County free-
holder, incumbent Democrats Angel
Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick Proctor of
Rahway and Nancy Ward of Linden
face opposition in the June Primary
from Carmen Southward of Linden,
Carlos Cedeno and Marlene Abitanto,
both of Elizabeth and running under
the banner “Democratic Change for
Elizabeth,”  Armando Burgos of Eliza-
beth, under “The Time is Now” ballot
slogan, and Diane Murray of Hill-
side, running under the “Insure Your
Future” name.

On the Republican side, Roselle
Park Councilman Michael Yakubov,
John Russitano of Westfield and Jo-
seph Franchino of Berkeley Heights,
endorsed by the Union County GOP
organization, face opposition from
Krzysztof Nowak of Cranford,
Dolores Makrogiannis of Scotch
Plains and Jeffrey Payer of Summit,
who are running under the “Constitu-
tional Republicans Protecting the Lib-
erty Platform,” a ballot line aligned
with Mr. Sabrin.

Tuesday’s Primary is predicted to
have a low turnout with some candi-
dates saying the move of New Jersey’s
Presidential Primary to February will
reduce turnout.

Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
story.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Two Students Are Arrested
After Fight Involving Gun

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Police arrested two
18-year-old students Thursday afternoon
following a fight at Tamaques Park in
Westfield during which one suspect al-
legedly pulled a loaded .22 caliber hand-
gun on four schoolmates.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department told The
Westfield Leader Friday that the alterca-
tion involved seven students from Union
Catholic High School in Scotch Plains.
According to Captain Auchter, the dis-
pute at the park stemmed from an inci-
dent earlier that day at the high school,
“involving someone being hit with a
quarter.”

He said the suspects met up with the
victims at about 3 p.m. at the park. A
physical confrontation reportedly broke
out between suspect Anthony Raymond,
18, of Springfield and a 17-year-old male
fellow student, during which Raymond
allegedly assaulted the other student. Ac-
cording to police, the 17-year-old sus-
tained minor cuts and bruises and did not
require medical attention.

As other students attempted to inter-
vene, suspect Claude Fils-Aime, 18, of

Rahway allegedly drew the handgun and
told the other students to “back away.”

Captain Auchter said the four victims,
including one 18-year-old and three 17-
year-old males, at that time retreated and
called police. The suspects fled the scene
in a 2004 Mitsubishi.

Detective Joseph Costanzo of the
Westfield Police Department arrested the
suspects about 10 minutes later at the
intersection of Westfield Avenue and
Raritan Road in Clark.

Fils-Aime was charged with posses-
sion of a weapon for unlawful purposes,
unlawful possession of a weapon, aggra-
vated assault, possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He was
released after posting $50,000 bail.

Raymond was charged with posses-
sion of a weapon for unlawful purposes,
unlawful possession of a weapon and
simple assault. He was released after post-
ing $35,000 bail.

Captain Auchter said a 16-year-old
male from Union, also a student at the
high school, was with the suspects. He
was not charged and was taken into pro-
tective custody by police and later re-
leased to a parent.

Stender: U.S. Needs to ‘Stop
Putting Money in Big Oil’
By LAURA MORTKOWITZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
candidate for the 7th Congressional
District Linda Stender and House Ma-
jority Whip James Clyburn (D-S.C.)
called for the creation of a national
policy to address the issue of rising gas
prices and dependency on foreign oil,
Tuesday, May 27, at a Lukoil station on
Route 22 East in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Clyburn said the national aver-
age for a gallon of gasoline is 2 cents
shy of $4.

“Families should not have to make
the choice between food and healthcare
and going to work,” Mrs. Stender said.

She believes that energy costs must be
lowered to help families and small busi-
nesses. One solution that has worked to
lower prices in the past was to tempo-
rarily halt shipments to the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve (SPR). Mr. Clyburn
said that President George W. Bush has
to stop filling up the SPR and instead
“keep [the gas] in the marketplace.”

As of Tuesday, the SPR was holding
703.9 million barrels of gasoline, which,
at the market price, is more than $90
billion worth. According to Mr.
Clyburn’s belief, halting the stockpil-
ing of gasoline may help the prices in
the market go down because there will
be more to go around.

However, this is only a temporary
solution. Mr. Clyburn said for the sake of
protecting the environment and the na-
tion, “we cannot continue on our path.”

He believes that the country needs to
stop being reliant on fossil fuels and
instead wants to see a “smorgasbord”
of sources being used.

“We feel that we can have home-

grown sources,” Mr. Clyburn said ref-
erencing vegetable oil as an example
that Mrs. Stender has spoken of.

Mrs. Stender also said the country
has to “stop putting money in Big Oil
and, instead, invest in new technolo-
gies, new resources.”

Mr. Clyburn and Mrs. Stender share
a common desire in distancing the
United States from foreign oil.

“As long as President Bush is ad-
dicted to Big Oil, we will never wean
ourselves off foreign oil, nor will we
invest in the types of green technology
we need to reduce gas prices,” Mr.
Clyburn said.

“For too many years President Bush
and Republicans in Congress have pro-
tected the interests of Big Oil; it’s time
for new leaders with innovative ideas to
come to Washington and join our ef-
forts to change President Bush’s de-
structive energy policies and fight for
energy independence.”

According to Mrs. Stender, the United
States can end its dependence on for-
eign oil by investing in renewable ener-
gies.

“This is not something that I think
can get fixed over night because of the
global economy that we live in,” she
said.

Mrs. Stender wrote the state’s Global
Warming Response Act, which, she
said, created the strictest standards in
the nation to curb global-warming emis-
sions. The act mandates an 80-percent
reduction of global-warming emissions
levels by 2050.

“It’s time to stop talking and start
taking real action to increase our en-
ergy independence and make our coun-
try safer and more secure,” she said.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
STATE OF REPAIR...Two Prospect Street properties owned by Allan Chrone,
including one pictured above, are being demolished after a nearly two-year delay.
The properties have been cited for property-maintenance-code violations and
housed S.W.A.T. training during the time. Neighbors have continued to complain
at Westfield Town Council meetings about the dilapidated states of the two homes.
Once demolished, Ralph Rapuano, Jr. will develop three new homes. According
to town policy, a house going through the subdivision-approval process cannot be
demolished before receiving the authorization of the town.

Laura Mortkowitz for The  Westfield Leader
GAS PRICES…Linda Stender, Democratic candidate for the 7th Congressional
District, and James Clyburn, House Majority Whip, meet at Lukoil on Route 22 in
Scotch Plains on Tuesday to discuss their concerns about the rising price of gasoline.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
CONGRATULATIONS...Westfield Firefighter Captain Michael Brennan of
Fanwood, right, is congratulated by Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly on Monday
during Captain Brennan’s last day on duty prior to his retirement.
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Republicans Faceoff on
Issues in Race for Congress

ask county, state and federal elected
officials to join efforts against the
Federal Aviation Administration’s
airspace redesign at Newark Liberty
International Airport.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy said he
would add his name to a letter from
local mayors opposing the plan. Mr.
Sytko also said that all legal action
opposing the FAA would be heard as
one case in the Washington D.C. cir-
cuit.

Mr. Paterson and resident Anne
Leonard both expressed concern over
an Alcoholic Beverage Control item on
the agenda for the council’s next meet-
ing to review a application to allow
Rosie’s Wine Bar on North Avenue and
the Station Bar and Grill on Center
Street, formerly Robert’s Steak House,
to serve alcohol outdoors.

Ms. Leonard said her concern was
that the borough’s sidewalks did not
have enough space to accommodate
outdoor dining. Mr. Paterson also said
that he was unsure if Bensi on South

Avenue was properly sectioning off its
café section.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
said the sidewalk café ordinance speci-
fies a certain amount of space that must
be between the curb and the tables.

Police Chief William Legg also said
that although Bensi was in compliance
the last time he checked, he would
check again.

Mr. Paterson also expressed con-
cern over a proposal to lower the age
restrictions in the age-restricted por-
tion of the Garwood Mews condo-
minium complex on North Avenue in
from 55 to 50. Mr. Paterson said he
felt it was not fair to make this deci-
sion without giving more of a say to
those residents already living in the
development.

Mayor McCarthy said the proposal
was a reaction to a request from the
developers. Ms. Villaggio also said that
federal law allows for a certain percent-
age of units within a development to
have a different age restriction.

FW Approves $1.8 Million
Livingston-Wilbor Purchase

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Borough
Council approved a resolution last Wednes-
day giving the borough permission to pur-
chase the Livingston-Wilbor property lo-
cated on South Avenue for $1.8 million.
The vote occurred during a special meet-
ing of the council, which was held after the
meeting of the Fanwood Redevelopment
Agency. The council also acts as the
borough’s redevelopment agency.

The council approved the purchase by
a vote of three to two, with council mem-
bers Joan Wheeler, Kathy Mitchell and
Donna Dolce voting yes and council mem-
bers David Valian and Bruce Walsh vot-
ing no. Councilman Anthony Parenti ab-
stained from the vote under advice from
the municipal attorney since he owns
property across from the site.

“It wasn’t an abstention by choice, it
was because I own property too close to
the site,” Mr. Parenti said.

Garry Wilbor, who operates a machine
shop at the site, currently owns the prop-
erty. Mr. Wilbor’s shop was damaged last
year when a firewall from an adjacent
development project, the Station Mews,
collapsed onto the building and has been
operating in a reduced capacity since then.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
that the borough was interested in the
property as part of its overall redevelop-
ment plan. Mayor Mahr said the rear
portion of the property is attractive as
shared parking, and that she was con-
cerned that if the machine shop was re-
built it would decrease property values
and deter further development.

“I believe that we can sort of start to see
the finish line and that’s why this piece
was so crucial as far as I was concerned,
because it was the last parcel along South
Avenue that wasn’t in play,” Mayor Mahr
said. “If that light industrial use really

was rebuilt, I strongly believe that what
you see is what Fanwood would have
gotten in the end, which is a very incom-
plete, very broken redevelopment.”

Mr. Valian, one of the council mem-
bers who voted no on the resolution, said
although he agreed with the reasons be-
hind acquiring the land, he did not agree
with the timing of the purchase. Mr. Valian
said this was an important move for the
borough and a “very, very difficult deci-
sion for the council.”

“The intention is absolutely a positive
thing for Fanwood, I understand that com-
pletely,” Mr. Valian said. “I just didn’t
feel that this was the right time.”

Mayor Mahr said that the total cost of
the property is $1.3 million for the land
itself and $500,000 toward the relocation
of Mr. Wilbor’s equipment. The borough
passed a bond ordinance to fund the pur-
chase of the property last December.
Mayor Mahr also said because of the way
the bond is structured, the purchase would
not affect the borough’s budget in 2008,
2009 or 2010.

“So, for me, the fact that we could work
out this purchase without it having any
impact on the municipal budget for the
next three years was a great thing because
we don’t plan on holding on to this prop-
erty,” Mayor Mahr said.

Mayor Mahr said that once the pur-
chase and sale is finalized, which she said
should be within a few weeks, Mr. Wilbor
will remain at the site for the next four
months and pay rent to the borough as he
explores his options. The mayor said the
borough has had preliminary discussions
with two developers about purchasing the
property.

“It’s important and it’s exciting and I
think Fanwood is really going to be better
off with the light industrial use gone,”
Mayor Mahr said. “There’s not a place for
that in the downtown anymore.”
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Garwood Borough Council

Westfield
Friday, May 23, Robert W. Carter, 52,

of Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing traffic warrant from Roselle after a
motor vehicle stop on the 600 block of
Ripley Place. He was released after post-
ing $58 bail.

Saturday, May 24, Andre G. Terry, 23, of
East Orange was arrested on outstanding
traffic warrants from Newark, with bail of
$100, and Bloomfield, with bail of $90,
following a motor vehicle stop at Windsor
and Grandview Avenues. Terry was re-
leased after posting bail on both warrants.

Saturday, May 24, Dagoberto
Gonzalez, 49, of Vauxhall was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop at Central
and Myrtle Avenues. He was released on
his own recognizance to a responsible
individual.

Fanwood
Wednesday, May 21, Bryan E. Green,

28, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with forgery, theft by deception and con-
spiracy after allegedly attempting to pass
various fraudulent checks at a local bank.
According to police, he was transported
to the Union County jail.

Friday, May 23, a resident of the 300
block of LaGrande Avenue reported that
sometime between the hours of 10 p.m.
on Thursday, May 22, and 8 a.m. on
Friday, May 23, someone siphoned $30
worth of gasoline from a motor vehicle
that was parked in the victim’s driveway.

Friday, May 23, John M. Perricone, 24,
of Colonia was arrested on an outstanding
Perth Amboy warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, May 24, a resident of the 100
block of Beech Avenue reported that,
sometime between the hours of 10 p.m.
on Friday, May 23, and 8 a.m. on Satur-
day, May 24, someone siphoned $40 worth
of gasoline from a motor vehicle owned
by the victim while it was parked in front
of the victim’s house.

Saturday, May 24, a 17-year-old Scotch
Plains juvenile was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Park Avenue and
charged with possession of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia, which
was found in view in the vehicle.

The Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Canine Unit was called to the scene,
resulting in the arrest of a second 17-year-
old Scotch Plains juvenile, who was a
passenger, on charges of possession of
marijuana, possession with intent to dis-
tribute a controlled dangerous substance
and possession of drugs within a school
zone. According to police, both juveniles
were released to their parents pending a
court date in the Union County Juvenile
Court.

Sunday, May 25, Mario G. Cornejo,
32, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Newark after
a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Sunday, May 25, Tony M. Gordon, 32,
of Covington, Ga. was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Plainsboro and
Sayreville after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, May 25, Nathaniel Q. Poole,
59, of Rahway was arrested on an out-
standing Linden warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he was
processed and released after posting bail.

Monday, May 26, a resident of the 100
block of Midway Avenue reported that
someone broke into their motor vehicle
while it was parked in their driveway and
removed a navigation system and CDs
valued at $400.

Tuesday, May 27, William I. Rouland,
23, of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing Rahway warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, May 20, a resident of Fawn

Ridge Drive reported that someone stole
fish valued at $700 from the pond in his
backyard.

Tuesday, May 20, a resident of Rolling
Hills Road reported that someone entered
her house during the night through a win-
dow and stole her pocketbook.

Wednesday, May 21, heating equip-
ment valued at $650 was reported stolen
from outside of a business on Jerusalem
Road.

Thursday, May 22, a resident of Victor
Street reported that someone entered his
motor vehicle and removed his global
positioning system, valued at $300, from
his dashboard.

Friday, May 23, a resident of Westfield
reported that while he was driving on
Park Avenue, he was involved in a con-
frontation with another driver. When both
vehicles reached the light at Park and
Mountain Avenues, the other driver ex-
ited his vehicle and struck the victim in
the face, police said. According to au-
thorities, the suspect then drove away.

Friday, May 23, Philip Wright, 27, of
Kenilworth was arrested and charged with
Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) after be-
ing stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, he was processed at
police headquarters and transported to the
Union County jail on $2,500 bail.

Saturday, May 24, Jeffrey Silverman,
45, of Jersey City was arrested and charged
with aggravated assault on a police of-
ficer. According to police, the officer was
conducting an investigation into a distur-
bance, at which time Silverman allegedly
attempted to grab papers out of the
officer’s hand. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Town Hears of Draining
Concerns on Norman Place

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Norman Place resi-
dents brought drainage issues to the town
council’s attention Tuesday night.

Bob Beller said because the problem has
persisted since 2002 and the neighborhood’s
homeowners have heard limited response
from the town, an association has been
formed to represent the area.

“What do I have to do to get your atten-
tion,” he asked the council. “Why can’t we
get some relief?”

As a solution to the drainage issue, the
association has pushed for the street to be
repaved to correct certain pitch issues.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan, who
chairs the council’s public works commit-
tee, said, “There are many roads [in
Westfield] that are in your condition or
worse.” She said Norman Place is not being
“singled out,” but because the town is in
“dire straits” financially, many pavement
projects, including Norman Place, are “tak-
ing a backseat.” She did say that drainage
issues would be addressed.

Mr. Beller, after Ms. Neylan said she
understood his frustration, said, “I’m not
sure you can [understand]…There’s a his-
tory of this.”

Town Engineer Ken Marsh said drain-
age was a “town-wide problem” and that
the “sins of the past” have caused the prob-
lems of today, referring to the fact that
certain streets, which were previously flood-
plains, are extremely flat.

Mr. Marsh said he took “great issue”
with Mr. Beller’s assertion that the town has
done nothing with Norman Place. Over the
past five years, Mr. Marsh said the town has
put in an inlet, extended pipe and helped a
neighbor with a backyard problem.

He said the street does need to be repaved

but “didn’t make the cut” due to budgetary
constraints. Mr. Marsh said the town is
getting prices on pipe extensions that would
make the trunk sewer available to backyard
drains.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky then confirmed
with Mr. Marsh that within 90 days, the
connection could be made, which Mr. Marsh
corroborated. Mayor Skibitsky also said
when the council decides which roads to
repave, Norman Place would be taken “un-
der strong consideration.”

Ms. Neylan said, “It doesn’t seem like
anything is being done, but the wheels are in
motion” on formulating a solution.

Both fourth-ward councilmen implored
the Norman Place Association to keep them
notified of all developments.

On a separate matter, Len Berman of
Prospect Street, who has regularly attended
recent meetings to voice concerns about
two rundown properties on his street,
thanked the council for listening to his
concerns. After years of waiting, Mr.
Berman said he saw signs of “progress.”
One home has been demolished, and one is
in the process of demolition.

Developer Ralph Rapuano, Jr. will even-
tually construct three homes in the area.

“Mr. Berman, it’s always good to see
your smiling face,” the mayor said.

At next week’s public meeting, the mayor
will bestow the Westfield Civic Award upon
Dr. Thomas Streko and Dr. Malcolm
Schwartz for their heroic actions in February.

Dr. Streko and Dr. Schwartz rushed to
the aid of Michael Fitzhenry, 13, who had
been hit by a car on Mountain Avenue. The
boy, who has since recovered, sustained a
skull fracture and a serious concussion.

The mayor has invited the entire town to
take part in the evening, which begins at 8
p.m. at town hall.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside BOE
of Melanie Graff as a substitute child
care worker for the 2008-2009 school
year; the appointment of Sandra Diaz
as speech language specialist for the
summer programs and the acceptance
of the resignation of Susan Marchelitis,
special-education teacher, who has
served the district for the past year.

At the start of the meeting, the
board recognized the achievement of
Amanda Radick, a first-grade student
at Beechwood School.

In celebration of “School Library
Media Month” in April, students in
kindergarten through grade 2 were
encouraged to participate in an essay
contest sponsored by the New Jersey
Association of School Librarians
(NJASL). The topic was “Why My
School Library Is Important to Me.”

Amanda was one of four winners
in the state. She was honored with a
certificate from the BOE and will
receive a state certificate from the
NJASL, along with a $25 gift certifi-
cate from Barnes & Noble.

Also on Tuesday night, the board
resolved to follow the advice of its
district Supervisor of Technology, Kevin
Tighe, and withdraw its membership to
the Union County Audiovisual Aid
Commission (UCAAC) in favor of Dis-
covery Channel’s Discovery Educa-
tion.

Mr. Tighe explained that with the
UCAAC membership, 40,000 video
clips are available to students, but
70,000 video clips are available with
the Discovery Channel at a cost sav-
ings to the district of $1,500.

arms poses the largest threat to us,”
Ms. Hatfield said. “China is right
along with them.”

The tone of the debate was for the
most part civil, but with only a few
days left before voters’ head to the
polls this Tuesday, June 3, candidates
worked hard to highlight differences
from each other during their re-
sponses.

Kate Whitman said during the third
round of questioning that Mr. Marks,
Ms. Hatfield and Mr. Lance had all
voted for tax increases during their
time as elected officials.

“When given the chance, every
single person on this dais voted for
tax increases,” Ms. Whitman said.

Thomas Roughneen also criticized
Mr. Marks’ characterization of him-
self as a conservative in light of prop-
erty tax increases in Scotch Plains.

“You know you also hear about
your across-the-board [conserva-
tism],” Mr. Roughneen said. “Well,
sorry, Marty, over there in Scotch
Plains, it’s not all about the state
legislators. Taxes are up almost 50
percent.”

During his closing statement, Mr.
Marks defended his record as an
elected official in Scotch Plains and
encouraged Ms. Whitman and Mr.
Roughneen to seek elected office on
the municipal level before criticizing
the record of those who have served.

“Let me just quickly address my two
colleagues to either side of me,” said
Mr. Marks, referring to Ms. Whitman
and Mr. Roughneen. “Quite frankly,
we’re getting a little tired of hearing
that you’ve never, ever raised taxes.
Frankly, walk a mile in my shoes.”

“Results, not excuses,” said Mr.
Roughneen after Mr. Marks finished
his statement.

Mr. Marks said Mr. Lance and Ms.
Whitman were “moderates” and ac-
cused some of the candidates of “play-
ing fast and loose with the term con-
servative.

“I truly wonder why we are going
back to the same names and same
faces as our potential future leaders
when they have failed us,” Mr. Marks
said.

Mr. Roughneen also criticized Mr.
Lance, both for what he saw as his
failure to address the state’s pension
issues while in the Legislature and
Mr. Lance’s endorsement from the
Sierra Club.

“You have Leonard Lance over here
being endorsed by the Sierra Club
because he thinks we should have
$10 gallons of gas I guess,” said Mr.
Roughneen. “Whereas I think because
my brother, you know, fought the war
in the Middle East through the ’90s
when we were protecting Middle

Eastern oil, that we need to take care
of ourselves.”

Ms. Whitman said she was not sur-
prised by the attacks against her be-
cause of her family name (her mother
is former Governor Christine
Whitman) but said that she was “the
only candidate who has put out a
detailed legislative agenda to get
Congress working for the people.”

“In contrast, my opponents have
not presented detailed plans,” Ms.
Whitman said. “They’ve presented
few, if any, new ideas or solutions in
the past six months of campaigning.”

Mr. Lance chose not to address the
criticisms from his colleagues directly
and instead offered praise for each of
the other six Republican candidates
during his closing statement. Mr.
Lance said that although each candi-
date brings strength to the race, he
has a record in Trenton that can be
directly compared to Democrat nomi-
nee Linda Stender, a state assembly-
woman from Fanwood.

“I have the record in contrast to
Linda Stender because Linda Stender
and I have been in the Legislature
together, and our records could not be
more starkly opposite,” Mr. Lance
said.

Both A.D. Amar and Mr. Young
drew laughter from the crowd with
their closing statements. Mr. Amar,
who said that he has been classified
as the “shoestring” candidate, pro-
duced a pair of shoelaces from his
pocket and promised that he will bring
the shoestring with him to Washing-
ton, D.C., if he is elected to Congress.

“I will use the shoestring budget on
everything,” Mr. Amar said. “Our
governments – local, state and fed-
eral – are so wasteful, and they live so
much beyond their means. They for-
get we can’t afford them.”

Mr. Young, the evening’s last
speaker, used his closing statement to
“have a little fun” by providing a list
of the top four reasons why voters
should choose him. Mr. Young said
he intended to provide a top 10 list,
but that as a politician, he had to “get
used to delivering less than what I
promised.”

Among the reasons, Mr. Young said
that he is a direct descendant of John
Adams and that there had never been
a congressman named Darren. Mr.
Young also said that he offered voters
“the audacity of nope.”

“To paraphrase Barack Obama, I of-
fer you the audacity of nope,” Mr. Young
said. “Nope, that is not the responsibil-
ity of the federal government.”

A full video of the debate, along
with video interviews with each can-
didate, is available on The Leader/
Times Web site at goleader.com.
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Voters to Decide Senate,
7th Dist. House Races

By LAURA MORTKOWITZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — This Tuesday, June 3,
area voters head to the election polls
to select candidates in the Demo-
cratic and Republican Primaries for
New Jersey Senate, members of Con-
gress for the 7th District, and three
seats for Union County freeholder.
There are no competitive Primary
races at the local municipal level.

Polls on Tuesday will be open from
6 a.m. until 8 p.m.

The most hotly contested race lo-
cally is the Republican race for Con-
gress in the 7th District, where seven
candidates are vying to fill Republi-
can Rep. Mike Ferguson’s seat. They
are: Seton Hall University business
professor A.D. Amar of Watchung;
former Summit councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield; State Senator Leonard Lance
(LD-23, Clinton); Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks; former assis-
tant prosecutor in Essex and Union
counties and Iraq War veteran Tom
Roughneen of Watchung, the daugh-
ter of former Governor Christine
Whitman, Kate Whitman of Peapeck,
and Darren Young of Summit.

Three other candidates – former
Wathchung Mayor Victor Sordillo,
Bridgewater Councilman Michael
Hsing and former Hillsborough Deputy
Mayor Chris Venis – had sought Re-
publican support but declined to file
nomination petitions by the April dead-
line to participate in the Primary.

On the Democratic side, Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood
is running uncontested. She came
within a percentage point of unseat-
ing Mr. Ferguson two years ago.

The Democratic Senate race is be-
tween incumbent U.S. Senator Frank
Lautenberg of Cliffside Park, who is
seeking a fifth term, Rep. Rob Andrews
(D-1st, Haddon Heights) and

Morristown Mayor Donald Cresitello.
The Republican Senate race is be-

tween former Rep. Richard Zimmer,
Delaware Township, State Senator
Joseph Pennacchio (LD-26, Pine
Brook) and Ramapo College profes-
sor Murray Sabrin of Fort Lee. Busi-
nesswoman Anne Estabrook had to
withdraw from the running after suf-
fering a minor stroke in March. Her
replacement, former Goya Foods ex-
ecutive Andy Unanue, dropped out of
the race on April 11, and was replaced
by Mr. Zimmer.

In the race for Union County free-
holder, incumbent Democrats Angel
Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick Proctor of
Rahway and Nancy Ward of Linden
face opposition in the June Primary
from Carmen Southward of Linden,
Carlos Cedeno and Marlene Abitanto,
both of Elizabeth and running under
the banner “Democratic Change for
Elizabeth,”  Armando Burgos of Eliza-
beth, under “The Time is Now” ballot
slogan, and Diane Murray of Hill-
side, running under the “Insure Your
Future” name.

On the Republican side, Roselle
Park Councilman Michael Yakubov,
John Russitano of Westfield and Jo-
seph Franchino of Berkeley Heights,
endorsed by the Union County GOP
organization, face opposition from
Krzysztof Nowak of Cranford,
Dolores Makrogiannis of Scotch
Plains and Jeffrey Payer of Summit,
who are running under the “Constitu-
tional Republicans Protecting the Lib-
erty Platform,” a ballot line aligned
with Mr. Sabrin.

Tuesday’s Primary is predicted to
have a low turnout with some candi-
dates saying the move of New Jersey’s
Presidential Primary to February will
reduce turnout.

Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
story.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE REMEMBER…Veterans and citizens are joined by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Marching Band parading on
Park Avenue on Monday to remember American soldiers who have made the ultimate sacrifice to preserve the country’s freedom.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SALUTING OUR HEROES… A member of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider Marching Band plays “Taps” during Monday’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day parade in remembrance of those United States service-
men and women who died in service to our country.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
 A SPECIAL GROUP OF VETS… Korean War veterans salute the nation’s war
dead during Monday’s annual Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade.

New Q.U.E.S.T. Unveiled;
Coles Staff Cuts Questioned

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the review committee for The Gifted
and Talented department discussed
updates to the “Thinking Is Basic”
(TIB) program at last Thursday’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting. The program will
now be known as Q.U.E.S.T. (Ques-
tion, Understand, Explore, Seek,
Think).

Rather than completely changing
the program, instead the district up-
dated and revised the program, Assis-
tant Superintendent Madeline Meyer
said.

“We recognize that the program
that’s been in effect has been a very
good program,” she said.

After an overview, Hope Swarts,
supervisor of specialized programs
of study, said the main differences
will be beginning the pull-out pro-
gram in third grade, adding criteria to
the selection process (three bench-
marks), teacher input forms (teachers
can refer students at any point), a
“much more extensive” parent form,
and  a committee to evaluate the chil-
dren.

In grades 7 and 8, students can
nominate themselves for the program
and would have to present a portfolio
of work to the selection committee.
All changes plus criteria and other
information will be accessible to par-
ents online.

“I’m really enthusiastic about this,”
Board Vice President Sasha Slocum
said.

Board President Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse shared his enthusiasm
for having students nominating them-
selves to the selection committee,
saying that it was a “valuable” life
skill.

On another matter, two parents in
attendance asked for clarification re-
garding a staff reduction and increase
in class size at Coles Elementary
School.

“There have been no decisions

made about sections in any of our
elementary schools,” Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Hayes said. “The
number of sections will be directly
related to enrollment.”

“We’ll be monitoring the situation
and will do everything we can to
make sure we keep the [class] sizes
reasonable,” she said. “Unfortunately,
it was premature information that may
have caused alarm.”

Ms. Hayes said no decisions have
been made to increase class sizes and
that school officials “heard parent’s
concerns loud and clear.”

“Your child is going to be in good
hands in September in Coles,” she
said.

Also during the meeting, board
members approved a contract with
the Morris-Union Jointure Commis-
sion for participation in special edu-
cation services and programming for
the 2008-2009 school year at a fee of
$26,210. The board also approved
contracts with the Union County Edu-
cational Services Commission
(UCESC) for special education tu-
ition, professional services, non-pub-
lic technology program, non-public
school nursing services, administra-
tion of IDEA-B funds for non-public,
and environment safety program.

Board member Linda Nelson said
she attended an Author’s Day event
with the fifth grade at Terrill Middle
School. “I’m extremely impressed
with [their] level of writing,” she said.
“I appreciated being invited.”

Board member Nancy Bauer said
that she attended the Senior Awards
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

“It’s always inspiring to hear about
the exceptional things our students
are doing,” she said.

Prior to the meeting, BOE mem-
bers recognized the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s “Spiffy” Jazz
Band, as well as the 2008
Moonglowers.

“We’re very proud of you,” Mr.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GOP Congressional Candidates
Face Off in Mountainside Forum

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — With the
Primary election now less than a week
away, the seven Republican candi-
dates for the congressional nomina-
tion in the 7th District gathered at the
Mountainside Borough Hall for a
debate hosted by The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last Thursday night. Polls on
Tuesday will be open from 6 a.m.
until 8 p.m.

The 7th District stretches Union,
Hunterdon, Middlesex and Somerset
counties.

The hour-long debate was moder-
ated by Fred Rossi of The Leader and

The Times and was split into three
rounds. The first round of questions
focused on domestic issues, the sec-
ond round on foreign affairs and in
the final round candidates spoke on a
topic of their choice. Candidates were
given two minutes to respond to each
question and were offered a two-
minute closing statement.

Issues such as the economy, prop-
erty taxes, illegal immigration, gaso-
line prices and Social Security were
the key topics during the debate’s first
round. The wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, the Middle East conflict and ter-
rorism served as the salient issues of
the second round of questions.

Martin Marks, the mayor of Scotch

Plains, emphasized his conservative
credentials in an effort to separate
himself from the other candidates.
Mr. Marks said he is the “across the
board conservative” candidate and
that the Republican Party has lost its
roots. He said voters should not be
afraid to nominate a conservative.

“All too often we like to go with the
comfortable shoe,” Mr. Marks said.
“The candidate that might be better
known, have a better name, a better
political pedigree, one that might be
considered moderate, so maybe they
would do better in a General Elec-
tion. And quite frankly, that doesn’t
work too often.”

When asked about how to reform
America’s image on the world stage,
Darren Young said that situations such
as the treatment of detainees at
Guantanamo Bay and Abu Gharib
had made America “hated and feared
across the world.” He called for rights
for prisoners at Guantanamo Bay as
one way to improve the opinion of
America abroad.

“One of the foundations [of
America] is due process of law and
we’re denying this to these people,”
Mr. Young said. “And you call them
enemy combatants, but still they’re
deserving of a fair trial like anyone
else.”

Mr. Young also said that the federal
government has lost credibility do-
mestically, citing a recent govern-
ment report that showed energy prices
falling 2 percent last month despite a
10 percent increase in oil prices.

“How can anybody believe any-
thing that comes out of this govern-
ment?” Mr. Young questioned. “We
need a congressman that will insure
accountability and transparency and
truthfulness from the federal govern-
ment.”

Kelly Hatfield spoke of the danger
posed by China, stating that aside from
the threat posed economically by
China’s growing economy, the United
States must be mindful of the military
threat posed by China, particularly if it
attains nuclear capabilities.

“I think that countries like North
Korea and Syria and Iran getting hold
of nuclear technologies and nuclear
arms poses the largest threat to us,”
Ms. Hatfield said. “China is right
along with them.”

The tone of the debate was for the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRIMARY DEBATE...The GOP Candidates for Congress, 7th District, debated
their positions at Mountainside Borough Hall on May 22 in an election event
sponsored by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and The Westfield Leader.
Pictured, left to right, are: A.D. Amar, Kelly Hatfield, Darren Young, Sen.
Leonard Lance, moderator Fred Rossi of The Times, Tom Roughneen, Mayor
Martin Marks and Kate Whitman. See the one hour video at goleader.com.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Council OKs $1.9 Mil.
Livingston-Wilbor Purchase Deal

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council approved a resolution
last Wednesday giving the borough
permission to purchase, at a total cost
of $1.875 million, the Livingston-
Wilbor property located on South
Avenue. The vote occurred during a
special meeting of the council, which
was held after the meeting of the
Fanwood Redevelopment Agency.
The council also acts as the borough’s
redevelopment agency.

The council approved the purchase
by a vote of three to two, with council
members Joan Wheeler, Kathy
Mitchell and Donna Dolce voting yes
and council members David Valian
and Bruce Walsh voting no. Council-
man Anthony Parenti abstained from
the vote under advice from the mu-
nicipal attorney since he owns prop-
erty across from the site.

“It wasn’t an abstention by choice,
it was because I own property too
close to the site,” Mr. Parenti said.

Mr. Walsh said he understood the
reason behind the purchase of the
Livingston-Wilbor property, but felt
the cost was too much with some of
the other issues the borough is facing
at this time.

Garry Wilbor, who operates a ma-
chine shop at the site, currently owns
the property. Mr. Wilbor’s shop was
damaged last year when a firewall
from an adjacent development project,

the Station Mews, collapsed onto the
building and has been operating in a
reduced capacity since then.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
that the borough was interested in the
property as part of its overall redevel-
opment plan. Ms. Mahr said the rear
portion of the property is attractive as
shared parking, and that she was con-
cerned that if the machine shop was

SP SID Ordinance Set For
Introduction On June 10

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — An ordi-
nance to create a Special Improve-
ment District (SID) in two commer-
cial business districts will be intro-
duced at the township council’s June
10 meeting and voted on two weeks
later, Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool
said on Tuesday night.

Reporting on a meeting held last
week, with about 45 business and
property owners, the third such meet-
ing in the past two months, Ms. Malool
called that final session “productive”
and “informative.” The council’s con-
sideration of the SID ordinance will
come four years after its June 2004
rejection of a similar proposal in the
face of vocal opposition from busi-
ness and property owners. Opposi-
tion this year, while vocal at times,
has been somewhat muted in recent
weeks.

The proposed SID would encom-
pass business and commercial prop-
erties located on Park Avenue, Front
Street, Terrill Road, East Second
Street, a portion of Westfield Avenue
and on both sides of Route 22.

The ordinance to be introduced next
month will include a provision call-
ing for a first year tax assessment of
a flat $400 on each property within
the SID boundaries to fund the SID.
Ms. Malool said this was in response
to concerns raised by downtown prop-
erty owners about the exact level of
tax assessments being considered to
finance the initial year of the SID’s

operations. The original proposal
called for a six-tiered formula de-
pending on a property’s assessed
value, with the assessments ranging
from $250 to $2,000 per year.

In other business at its 45-minute
meeting, the council approved a spe-
cial use permit allowing Stage House
Restaurant to place six tables and
chairs in front of the tavern section of
the building on Park Avenue and a
few tables under the porch area along
Front Street for al fresco dining.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association President Mike
Dempsey presented Parks and
Recreation Director Ray Poerio with
a check for $9,500 to pay for additional
fencing at the new fields at the Union
County Vocational-Technical School.
The facility, which includes a lit soccer
field and 90-foot baseball diamond,
was formally opened last night. Mr.
Poerio told the council the additional
fencing was needed because players
were hitting baseballs farther than
first anticipated.

The council’s conference meeting
next week will be held on Wednesday
instead of Tuesday, due to the June 3
Primary election.

By Fred Rossi
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POLICE BLOTTER

Jessica Jaskula for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THANKS FOR THE MUSIC…Members of the “Spiffy” Jazz Band at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School are congratulated by members of the Board of
Education last Thursday.

Two Students Are Arrested
After Fight Involving Gun

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Police arrested two
18-year-old students Thursday after-
noon following a fight at Tamaques
Park in Westfield during which one
suspect allegedly pulled a loaded .22
caliber handgun on four schoolmates.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Fri-
day that the altercation involved seven
students from Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains.

According to Captain Auchter, the
dispute at the park stemmed from an
incident earlier that day at the high
school, “involving someone being hit
with a quarter.”

He said the suspects met up with
the victims at about 3 p.m. at the
park. A physical confrontation re-
portedly broke out between suspect
Anthony Raymond, 18, of Spring-
field and a 17-year-old male fellow
student, during which Raymond al-
legedly assaulted the other student.
According to police, the 17-year-old
sustained minor cuts and bruises and
did not require medical attention.

As other students attempted to in-
tervene, suspect Claude Fils-Aime,

18, of Rahway allegedly drew the
handgun and told the other students
to “back away.”

Captain Auchter said the four vic-
tims, including one 18-year-old and
three 17-year-old males, at that time
retreated and called police. The sus-
pects fled the scene in a 2004 Mitsubishi.

Detective Joseph Costanzo of the
Westfield Police Department arrested
the suspects about 10 minutes later at
the intersection of Westfield Avenue
and Raritan Road in Clark.

Fils-Aime was charged with pos-
session of a weapon for unlawful
purposes, unlawful possession of a
weapon, aggravated assault, posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. He was released
after posting $50,000 bail.

Raymond was charged with pos-
session of a weapon for unlawful
purposes, unlawful possession of a
weapon and simple assault. He was
released after posting $35,000 bail.

Captain Auchter said a 16-year-old
male from Union, also a student at the
high school, was with the suspects.
He was not charged and was taken
into protective custody by police and
later released to a parent.

Stender Calls for ‘Stop in
Putting Money in Big Oil’
By LAURA MORTKOWITZ

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Democratic
candidate for Congress in the 7th
District Linda Stender and House Ma-
jority Whip James Clyburn (D-S.C.)
on Tuesday called for the creation of
a national policy to address the issue
of rising gasoline prices and depen-
dency on foreign oil, at a Lukoil sta-
tion on Route 22, East, in Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Clyburn said the national aver-
age for a gallon of gasoline is 2 cents
shy of $4.

“Families should not have to make
the choice between food and
healthcare and going to work,” Mrs.
Stender said.

She believes that energy costs must
be lowered to help families and small
businesses. One solution that has
worked to lower prices in the past was
to temporarily halt shipments to the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR),
she said.

Mr. Clyburn said that President
George W. Bush has to stop filling up
the SPR and instead “keep [the gas]
in the marketplace.”

As of Tuesday, the SPR was hold-
ing 703.9 million barrels of gasoline,
which, at market price, is more than
$90 billion worth. By halting the
stockpiling of gasoline, the prices in
the market will “hopefully” go down
because there will be more to go
around, according to Mr. Clyburn.

However, this is only a temporary
solution. Mr. Clyburn said that for the
sake of protecting the environment
and the nation, “we cannot continue
on our path.”

He believes that the country needs
to stop being reliant on fossil fuels
and instead wants to see a “smorgas-

bord” of sources being used.
“We feel that we can have home-

grown sources,” Mr. Clyburn said, ref-
erencing vegetable oil as an example
that Mrs. Stender has spoken of.

Mrs. Stender also said the country
has to “stop putting money in Big Oil
and, instead, invest in new technolo-
gies, new resources.”

Mr. Clyburn and Mrs. Stender share
a common desire in distancing the
United States from foreign oil.

“As long as President Bush is ad-
dicted to ‘Big Oil’, we will never
wean ourselves off foreign oil, nor
will we invest in the types of ‘green’
technology we need to reduce gas
prices,” Mr. Clyburn said. “For too
many years President Bush and Re-
publicans in Congress have protected
the interests of ‘Big Oil’; it’s time for
new leaders with innovative ideas to
come to Washington and join our
efforts to change President Bush’s
destructive energy policies and fight
for energy independence.”

According to Mrs. Stender, the
United States can end its dependence
on foreign oil by investing in renew-
able energies.

“This is not something that I think can
get fixed overnight because of the global
economy that we live in,” she said.

Mrs. Stender wrote the state’s Glo-
bal Warming Response Act, which,
she said, created the strictest stan-
dards in the nation to curb global-
warming emissions. The act man-
dates an 80-percent reduction of glo-
bal-warming emissions levels by
2050.

“It’s time to stop talking and start
taking real action to increase our en-
ergy independence and make our
country safer and more secure,” she
said.
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Fanwood Council Approves
Livingston-Wilbor Purchase

rebuilt it would decrease property
values and deter further development.

“I believe that we can sort of start to
see the finish line and that’s why this
piece was so crucial as far as I was
concerned, because it was the last
parcel along South Avenue that wasn’t
in play,” Ms. Mahr said. “If that light
industrial use really was rebuilt, I
strongly believe that what you see is
what Fanwood would have gotten in
the end, which is a very incomplete,
very broken redevelopment.”

Mr. Valian, one of the council mem-
bers who voted no on the resolution, said
although he agreed with the reasons
behind acquiring the land, he did not
agree with the timing of the purchase.
Mr. Valian said this was an important
move for the borough and a “very, very
difficult decision for the council.”

“The intention is absolutely a positive
thing for Fanwood, I understand that
completely,” Mr. Valian said. “I just
didn’t feel that this was the right time.”

Ms. Mahr said that the total cost of
the property is roughly $1.3 million for
the land itself and about $500,000 to-

ward the relocation of Mr. Wilbor’s
equipment. The borough passed a bond
ordinance to fund the purchase of the
property last December. She also said
because of the way the bond is struc-
tured, the purchase would not affect the
borough’s budget in 2008, 2009 or 2010.

“So, for me, the fact that we could
work out this purchase without it hav-
ing any impact on the municipal bud-
get for the next three years was a great
thing because we don’t plan on hold-
ing on to this property,” Ms. Mahr said.

Ms. Mahr said that once the pur-
chase and sale is finalized, which she
said should be within a few weeks, Mr.
Wilbor will remain at the site for the
next four months and pay rent to the
borough as he explores his options.
She said the borough has had prelimi-
nary discussions with two developers
about purchasing the property.

“It’s important and it’s exciting and
I think Fanwood is really going to be
better off with the light industrial use
gone,” Ms. Mahr said. “There’s not a
place for that in the downtown any-
more.”

most part civil, but with only a few
days left before voters’ head to the
polls this Tuesday, June 3, candidates
worked hard to highlight differences
from each other during their re-
sponses.

Kate Whitman said during the third
round of questioning that Mr. Marks,
Ms. Hatfield and Mr. Lance had all
voted for tax increases during their
time as elected officials.

“When given the chance, every
single person on this dais voted for
tax increases,” Ms. Whitman said.

Thomas Roughneen also criticized
Mr. Marks’ characterization of him-
self as a conservative in light of prop-
erty tax increases in Scotch Plains.

“You know you also hear about
your across-the-board conservative,”
Mr. Roughneen said. “Well, sorry
Marty, over there in Scotch Plains it’s
not all about the state legislators. Taxes
are up almost 50 percent.”

During his closing statement, Mr.
Marks defended his record as an
elected official in Scotch Plains and
encouraged Ms. Whitman and Mr.
Roughneen to seek elected office on
the municipal level before criticizing
the record of those who have.

“Let me just quickly address my
two colleagues to either side of me,”
said Mr. Marks, referring to Ms.
Whitman and Mr. Roughneen. “Quite
frankly, we’re getting a little tired of
hearing that you’ve never, ever raised
taxes. Frankly, walk a mile in my
shoes.”

“Results, not excuses,” said Mr.
Roughneen after Mr. Marks finished
his statement.

Mr. Marks said Mr. Lance and Ms.
Whitman were “moderates” and ac-
cused some of the candidates of “play-
ing fast and loose with the term con-
servative.”

“I truly wonder why we are going
back to the same names and same
faces as our potential future leaders
when they have failed us,” Mr. Marks
said.

Mr. Roughneen also criticized Mr.
Lance, both for what he saw as his

failure to address the state’s pension
issues while in the Legislature, and
Mr. Lance’s endorsement from the
Sierra Club.

“You have Leonard Lance over here
being endorsed by the Sierra Club
because he thinks we should have
$10 gallons of gas I guess,” said Mr.
Roughneen. “Whereas I think because
my brother, you know, fought the war
in the Middle East through the ’90s
when we were protecting Middle
Eastern oil, that we need to take care
of ourselves.”

Ms. Whitman said she was not sur-
prised by the attacks against her be-
cause of her family name (her mother
is former Governor Christine
Whitman), but said that she was “the
only candidate who has put out a
detailed legislative agenda to get
Congress working for the people.”

“In contrast, my opponents have
not presented detailed plans,” Ms.
Whitman said. “They’ve presented
few, if any, new ideas or solutions in
the past six months of campaigning.”

Mr. Lance chose not to address the
criticisms from his colleagues directly
and instead offered praise for each of
the other six Republican candidates
during his closing statement. Sen.
Lance said that although each candi-
date brings strength to the race, he
has a record in Trenton that can be
directly compared to Democrat nomi-
nee Linda Stender, a state assembly-
woman from Fanwood.

“I have the record in contrast to
Linda Stender, because Linda Stender
and I have been in the Legislature
together and our records could not be
more starkly opposite,” Mr. Lance
said.

Both A.D. Amar and Mr. Young
drew laughter from the crowd with
their closing statements. Mr. Amar,
who said that he has been classified
as the “shoestring” candidate, pro-
duced a pair of shoelaces from his
pocket and promised that he will bring
the shoestring with him to Washing-
ton D.C. if he is elected to Congress.

“I will use the shoestring budget on
everything,” Mr. Amar said. “Our gov-
ernments, local, state and federal are
so wasteful and they live so much
beyond their means, they forget we
can’t afford them.”

Mr. Young, the evening’s last
speaker, used his closing statement to
“have a little fun” by providing a list
of the top four reasons why voters
should choose him. Mr. Young said
he intended to provide a top 10 list,
but, that as a politician, he had to “get
used to delivering less than what I
promised.”

Among the reasons, Mr. Young said
that he is a direct descendant of John
Adams and that there had never been
a congressman named Darren. Mr.
Young also said that he offered voters
“the audacity of nope.”

“To paraphrase Barack Obama, I of-
fer you the audacity of nope,” Mr. Young
said. “Nope, that is not the responsibil-
ity of the federal government.”

A full video of the debate, along
with video interviews with each can-
didate, is available on The Leader/
Times website at goleader.com.

Whitehouse said. “Your directors
have expected a lot from you and
you’ve certainly responded.”

Reading two resolutions, Ms.
Slocum said the “Spiffy” Jazz Band
took first place in the New Jersey
International Association of Jazz
Educators State Finals for Division
2.

In the second resolution, Ms.
Slocum acknowledged that the 2008
Moonglowers placed first place in
the New Jersey State Jazz Gala in
Trenton and the Festivals of Music in
Boston. They also placed first place
and achieved high scores at state com-
petitions at JP Stevens, Carteret, North
Warren, Edison and Montgomery. The
group also took home a second place
finish in the New Jersey International
Association of Jazz Educators State
Finals for Division 2.

 “It’s amazing to have both first
and second place in the same dis-
trict,” Superintendent Hayes said, re-
ferring to the results of the New Jer-
sey International Association of Jazz
Educators State Finals for Division
2. “The music program gets better
every year.”

Durand Thomas, faculty director
of the “Spiffy” Jazz Band, said many
members are on honor roll and super
honor roll and said the group also
consists of both the valedictorian and
salutatorian.

The BOE will meet next on June 9,
when a Student Recognition program
will be featured. They will also meet
on June 12, for an open agenda meet-
ing, and on June 26, for a regular
public meeting.
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SPF BOE

Laura Mortkowitz for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GAS PRICES…Linda Stender, Democratic candidate for Congress in the 7th
District, and James Clyburn, House Majority Whip, meet at Lukoil on Route 22,
East, in Scotch Plains on Tuesday to discuss their concerns about the rising price
of gasoline.

David Samsky for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONGRATULATIONS...Westfield firefighter Captain Michael Brennan of
Fanwood is congratulated by Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly on Monday during
Captain Brennan’s last day on duty prior to his retirement.
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GOP Congress Candidates
Faceoff at Forum in MS

Some Garwood Aid Could
Be Restored in State Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council said on Tuesday that a
portion of its Consolidated Munici-
pal Property Tax Relief Aid
(CMPTRA) could be reinstated pend-
ing approval of the state’s budget.

Kathleen Villaggio, council presi-
dent and finance chairman, said a
percentage of the CMPTRA funding
which was to be cut in the original
state budget could be restored but that
the state cautioned municipalities not
to factor this funding into their bud-
gets yet since it needs legislative ap-
proval.

“We were notified that our aid has
been restored in the amount of
$154,993,” Ms. Villaggio said. “That’s
an unofficial, official type of notifica-
tion.”

According to a press release on the
New Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs website, Governor Jon
Corzine suggested the move, which
would restore 25 percent of the cut in
CMPTRA aid to towns with less than
10,000 residents, to lessen property
tax increases. The plan calls for these
communities to face no more than a
$100 average property tax increase
due to the CMPTRA cuts.

Ms. Villaggio said the borough’s
average property tax increase per ho-
meowner over last year due to the
CMPTRA cuts would be $97.50.

The council also held a public hear-
ing on the 2008 municipal budget
during the meeting. Resident Bruce
Paterson asked the council if pension
costs would stabilize in the coming
year.

Ms. Villaggio said the borough
could face another increase.

“At this point in time, we thought
that the pension on the police and fire
would level off in the budget, but
there’s some indication that next year
may also be an increase,” Ms.
Villaggio said.

Ms. Villaggio said the borough
hopes to adopt its budget at the end of
July or early August and that the
borough will send out estimated tax
bills at the end of June.

In other business, the council passed

a resolution proposed by Council-
man Anthony Sytko, the borough’s
representative to the Union County
Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board, to
ask county, state and federal elected
officials to join efforts against the
Federal Aviation Administration’s
(FAA) airspace redesign at Newark
Liberty International Airport.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy said he
would add his name to a letter from
local mayors opposing the plan. Mr.
Sytko also said that all legal action
opposing the FAA would be heard as
one case in the Washington, D.C.
circuit.

Mr. Paterson and resident Anne
Leonard expressed concern over an
alcoholic beverage control item on the
agenda for the council’s next meeting
to review an application to allow
Rosie’s Wine Bar on North Avenue
and the Station Bar and Grill on Center
Street, formerly Robert’s Steak House,
to serve alcohol outdoors.

Ms. Leonard said her concern was
that the borough’s sidewalks did not
have enough space to accommodate
outdoor dining. Mr. Paterson also said
that he was unsure if Bensi on South
Avenue was properly sectioning off
its café section.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
said the sidewalk café ordinance
specifies a certain amount of space
that must be between the curb and the
tables.

Police Chief William Legg also
said that although Bensi was in com-
pliance the last time he checked, he
would check again.

Mr. Paterson also expressed con-
cern over a proposal to lower the age
restrictions in the age-restricted por-
tion of the Garwood Mews condo-
minium complex on North Avenue in
from 55 to 50. Mr. Paterson said he
felt it was not fair to make this deci-
sion without giving more of a say to
those residents already living in the
development.

Mayor McCarthy said the proposal
was a reaction to a request from the
developers. Ms. Villaggio said that
federal law allows for a percentage of
units within a development to have a
different age restriction.

Westfield
Friday, May 23, Robert W. Carter,

52, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant from
Roselle after a motor vehicle stop on
the 600 block of Ripley Place. He was
released after posting $58 bail.

Saturday, May 24, Andre G. Terry,
23, of East Orange was arrested on
outstanding traffic warrants from New-
ark, with bail of $100, and Bloomfield,
with bail of $90, following a motor
vehicle stop at Windsor and Grandview
Avenues. Terry was released after post-
ing bail on both warrants.

Saturday, May 24, Dagoberto
Gonzalez, 49, of Vauxhall was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop at
Central and Myrtle Avenues. He was
released on his own recognizance to a
responsible individual.

Fanwood
Wednesday, May 21, Bryan E.

Green, 28, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with forgery, theft by
deception and conspiracy after alleg-
edly attempting to pass various fraudu-
lent checks at a local bank. According
to police, he was transported to the
Union County jail.

Friday, May 23, a resident of the
300 block of LaGrande Avenue re-
ported that sometime between the
hours of 10 p.m. on Thursday, May 22,
and 8 a.m. on Friday, May 23, some-
one siphoned $30 worth of gasoline
from a motor vehicle that was parked
in the victim’s driveway.

Friday, May 23, John M. Perricone,
24, of Colonia was arrested on an
outstanding Perth Amboy warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue.

Saturday, May 24, a resident of the
100 block of Beech Avenue reported
that, sometime between the hours of
10 p.m. on Friday, May 23, and 8 a.m.
on Saturday, May 24, someone si-
phoned $40 worth of gasoline from a
motor vehicle owned by the victim
while it was parked in front of the
victim’s house.

Saturday, May 24, a 17-year-old
Scotch Plains juvenile was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Park
Avenue and charged with possession
of marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia, which was found in
view in the vehicle.

The Union County Sheriff’s De-
partment Canine Unit was called to
the scene, resulting in the arrest of a
second 17-year-old Scotch Plains ju-
venile, who was a passenger, on
charges of possession of marijuana,
possession with intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance and
possession of drugs within a school
zone. According to police, both juve-
niles were released to their parents
pending a court date in the Union
County Juvenile Court.

Sunday, May 25, Mario G. Cornejo,
32, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Newark
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. According to police, he was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, May 25, Tony M. Gordon,
32, of Covington, Ga. was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Plainsboro
and Sayreville after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. According to
police, he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, May 25, Nathaniel Q. Poole,
59, of Rahway was arrested on an
outstanding Linden warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. According to po-
lice, he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Monday, May 26, a resident of the
100 block of Midway Avenue reported
that someone broke into their motor
vehicle while it was parked in their
driveway and removed a navigation
system and CDs valued at $400.

Tuesday, May 27, William I.

Rouland, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding Rahway warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue. According to police, he was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, May 20, a resident of Fawn

Ridge Drive reported that someone
stole fish valued at $700 from the pond
in his backyard.

Tuesday, May 20, a resident of Roll-
ing Hills Road reported that someone
entered her house during the night
through a window and stole her pock-
etbook.

Wednesday, May 21, heating equip-
ment valued at $650 was reported sto-
len from outside of a business on
Jerusalem Road.

Thursday, May 22, a resident of
Victor Street reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle and removed
his global positioning system, valued
at $300, from his dashboard.

Friday, May 23, a resident of
Westfield reported that while he was
driving on Park Avenue, he was in-
volved in a confrontation with another
driver. When both vehicles reached
the light at Park and Mountain Av-
enues, the other driver exited his ve-
hicle and struck the victim in the face,
police said. According to authorities,
the suspect then drove away.

Friday, May 23, Philip Wright, 27,
of Kenilworth was arrested and charged
with DWI after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation. According to
police, he was processed at police
headquarters and transported to the
Union County jail on $2,500 bail.

Saturday, May 24, Jeffrey Silverman,
45, of Jersey City was arrested and
charged with aggravated assault on a
police officer. According to police, the
officer was conducting an investiga-
tion into a disturbance, at which time
Silverman allegedly attempted to grab
papers out of the officer’s hand. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

MS Hires Principal;
OK’s Teachers Pact

By KATHERINE EMIRE-NIEVES
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanewood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board of
education (BOE) on Tuesday night hired
Robert Phillips as the new principal for
Deerfield Elementary School, filling the
vacancy left when Jeanette Baubles was
appointed Chief School Administrator.
The appointment of Mr. Phillips is effec-
tive July 1 through June 30, 2009. He will
receive a salary of $117,000 a year. De-
tails of his experience were not released.

The BOE ratified a new teachers’ union
contract, but the details were not released.

The board also hired Melanie Graff as
a substitute child care worker for the
2008-2009 school year; appointed Sandra
Diaz as a speech language specialist for
summer programs and accepted the res-
ignation of Susan Marchelitis, special
education teacher.

On the advice of supervisor of technol-
ogy, Kevin Tighe, the board ended mem-
bership in the Union County Audiovisual
Aid Commission (UCAAC) in favor of
Discovery education with an anticipated
savings of $1,500.
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Presents

Long-Term Care and Estate Planning 101
A Comprehensive Overview of Services

Last Wills and Testaments | Powers of Attorney | Living Wills | Home Care | Assisted Living
Nursing Homes | Costs of Care | Payer Sources | Evaluating Your Needs

Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street

Thursday, June 12th at 7PM

Please call for more information or to reserve your seat: 908-709-1999

Nicholas A. Giuditta, III

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Kennedy Returns Home After
Brain Cancer Diagnosis

Senator Ted Kennedy, 76, returned
to his Hyannisport home on Cape
Cod, Mass. last Wednesday follow-
ing a diagnosis by Massachusetts
Medical Center doctors that he has a
malignant brain tumor, according to
the Cape Cod Times.

Operating to remove a lesion near
the top of the brain “can result in
severe disability and a vastly dimin-
ished quality of life,” Dr. Patrick
Murray, chief of neurosurgery at Cape
Cod Hospital, told the paper.

Mr. Kennedy was hospitalized af-
ter suffering a seizure over the week-
end at his home on Cape Cod.

He has served in the Senate since
replacing his brother, President John
F. Kennedy, in 1962.

Early Retirement Plan Details
Released by Gov. Corzine

Governor Jon Corzine has released
details of an early retirement plan for
state employees, The Star Ledger has
reported. The plan, officials said,
would save $136 million through
eliminating 3,300 state positions.

Edwards Backs Obama Over
Clinton in Race for Nomination
Democrat John Edwards has en-

dorsed Barack Obama over Hillary
Rodham Clinton for the party’s nomi-
nation for President.

Mr. Edwards, a candidate for vice-
president with John Kerry four years ago,
dropped out of the race earlier this year.

Saudis Won’t Increase Oil
Production to Lower Gas Prices

Saudi Arabia’s leaders told Presi-

dent George W. Bush two weeks ago
that they would not increase oil pro-
duction to halt soaring gasoline prices
in the United States, the Associated
Press reported.

National Security Advisor Stephen
Hadley said, “What they’re saying to
us is...Saudi Arabia does not have cus-
tomers that are making requests for oil
that they are not able to satisfy.”

Obama Within 65 Delegates
Of Capturing Nomination

Senator Barack Obama has moved
with 65 delegates of the 2,026 needed to
win the Democratic Party nomination for
President over Senator Hillary Clinton.

Puerto Rico (55), Montana (16),
and South Dakota (15) will hold pri-
maries on Tuesday, June 3.

Poll Finds Most Teens Using
Credit Cards to Buy Gasoline
A new poll from Junior Achieve-

ment and The Allstate Foundation has
found that 70 percent of teenagers are
using credit cards to buy gas, a statistic
that’s up from 51.9 percent in 2007,
and 45.9 percent in 2006. The poll
determined that gas is now the top
item teens buy with their credit cards,
surpassing “clothes,” which had topped
the list previously.

Hackett Pleads Guilty to
Corruption, Resigns as Mayor
Orange Mayor Mims Hackett, Jr.

resigned Tuesday after pleading guilty
to accepting a $5,000 bribe to steer a
city contract to an insurance broker.
He resigned last year from the state
assembly following his arrest. His may-
oral term was set to expire in July,
WCBS 880 News Radio reported.

Marks Cites Local Experience,
Conservative Group Backing

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Running as the
“true conservative” in the 7th Con-
gressional District Republican Pri-
mary, Martin Marks touts his experi-
ence as Scotch Plains mayor for the
past nine years and as councilman for
three years.

Endorsed by the Right-to-Life anti-
abortion lobby, he said he is the “clear
conservative candidate” on social is-
sues. Looking at a probable, low voter
turnout Primary, he said it will be the
“motivated voters” that come to the
polls for the Tuesday, June 3 Primary.
He identified these voters as “Pro
Life, pro family, [and] pro traditional
marriage.”

“Those are the [voters] that, I think,
will carry the day for me,” Mr. Marks
said.

Speaking on his experience as a
mayor during an interview on May
16, he said, “It’s very frustrating be-
ing at the lowest level of government
and having to rely on upper levels of
government, whether it be county,
state or federal, and the rules, regula-
tions, mandates, grants and aid that’s
provided to you.”

He said “the economy and taxes”
are the main issues on voters’ minds.
“Quite frankly, I think our govern-
ment spends too much and they tax
too much.”

Mr. Marks supports a line item veto
to cut “pork” projects that are tacked
on to “relevant spending bills.” He
also favors a balanced budget amend-
ment to the United States Constitu-
tion “to force government to live
within its means.”

“That’s why we have these incred-
ible trillion dollar deficits running
up,” he said. He also favors a “much
simpler [federal] tax” or a “flat tax at
a single rate” that “eliminates a lot of
loopholes and deductions.” Mr. Marks
said he would support looking into a
“fair tax or value added tax instead of
an income tax.”

The candidate said he wants to see
“red tape” and “bureaucracy” cur-
tailed within cabinet level, federal
government departments. He is sup-
portive of the creation of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

“If there is one thing our govern-
ment should be doing, it’s protect-
ing us, especially in light of what
happened in 2001,” Mayor Marks
said.

On veterans’ affairs, he called the
treatment of United States veterans
by government and the America
people “a national disgrace.”

“Quite frankly, if we can spend
billions of aid going to third world
nations; if we can spend billions of
dollars on a space shuttle program; if
we can spend billions of dollars on
pork projects all across the country,
we can certainly invest the resources

into our veterans and their families to
try to make them as whole as possible
again and give them the dignity they
deserve,” Mr. Marks said.

The candidate blamed mistakes in
the “War On Terror” on the “inability
to gather reliable intelligence,” as well
as diplomatic errors by the United
States. He favors having American
generals “dictate the [military] plan,
not the politicians in Washington.”

“The [Iraq War] plan should have
been devised in such a way for over-
whelming and massive strength and
ultimately success. It would have
saved American lives. It would have
brought this war to a close a lot
sooner,” he said. He said for the na-
tion to “just pickup and leave right
now” would be a “disservice” to U.S.
troops.

He said withdrawal from Iraq of
U.S. troops must be done “efficiently
and cautiously” to protect the troops,
while maintaining stability in the re-
gion.

Mr. Marks said if the U.S. “had
made some prudent decisions several
years ago and tapped the resources
we have on our own oil” the country
would not be looking at $4-plus gaso-
line prices now.

“We are the largest oil producer
in the world behind the Russians
and the Saudis. We also have un-
tapped resources that might even
rival the Saudis,” he said, citing
ANWAR (Artic National Wildlife
Refuse) in Alaska, oil deposits in
North and South Dakota and off-
shore drilling possibilities. “Unfor-
tunately, it is environmental extrem-
ist groups that have blocked explo-
ration and development of our own
oil resources.”

Mr. Marks said he supports drilling
in ANWAR and off-shore, as well as
development of alternative energy
resources, such as wind, solar and
nuclear power.

“This [U.S. dependence on foreign
oil] is not just a financial issue, this is
a national security issue that we have
to deal with,” he said, citing Venezu-
ela and Iran.

Mayor Marks said the closing of
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter will impact Scotch Plains resi-
dents, while “putting a burden” on
other local hospitals. He said the in-
creasing number of charitable care
cases is likely due, in part, to illegal
immigrants utilizing emergency
rooms as their primary care physi-
cians.

A dentist, Mr. Marks said talk of a
national or socialized health care plan
is “particularly scary to me.”

“My fear is [creating] a socialized
medicine system…will doom us to
mediocrity,” Mr. Marks said.

View all seven videos for the GOP
7th Congressional District candidates
at goleader.com/08Congress.

Amar Says Controls on
Fuel Speculators Needed

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A business pro-
fessor at Seton Hall University, Re-
publican 7th Congressional District
candidate A.D. Amar said he decided
to run for Congress due to what he
sees as a decline in the United States
economic policy.

“I think it is very important that we
rebuild our industrial and economic
base because if we don’t do that we
will continue to slide down and that is
going to end up creating even more
economic problems,” he said.

The candidate said he is well versed
in the “global economy,” having
worked in Poland, Russia and the
United Kingdom, and that he under-
stands how American businesses and
corporations work.

“This is a globalized world. We have
to know how to deal with the world
and still bring America out on top,” he
said. “If we cannot negotiate with the
world and cannot bring America on
top than we will lose our lead.

I don’t think any candidate in the
race knows how to handle things at
the national or international level and
I do,” he said.

Mr. Amar had entered the 2004
primary early against Mr. Ferguson.
“I felt the margin of victory we were
having against the Democrats was
actually going down. I was afraid we
were going to lose our seat if we did
not do something that connected with
that new demography in the district,”
he said. He dropped out of that race at
the request of the party and endorsed
Mr. Ferguson.

On social issues, the candidate said
he has “respect for life, respect for
marriage and respect for family, chil-
dren and love, God.”

On the prospect of adding addi-
tional tolls on Route 78 and 80, as
proposed by Governor Jon Corzine
earlier this year, Mr. Amar said he
would “not support any toll of any
kind.” He called tolls an “inexpensive
way to tax people.” He said tolls would
slow traffic, thus increasing gasoline
consumption and “reducing the busi-
ness environment along Route 78”
due, in part, to the increase in the cost
of commutation.

He said gasoline consumption has
actually been on the decline in the
U.S. and since supply and demand is
not an issue, Mr. Amar blames high
fuel costs on “market manipulation.”

“The speculators shoot up the prices
because they know if they start buy-
ing now and create a kind [impres-
sion] on demand, the price will move
up. And when the price moves up
they will sell and make money,” Mr.
Amar said. For the short-term, he
favors “putting some type of control
on the speculators.”

As a long-term solution to lower
gasoline prices, Mr. Amar favors rid-

ding the United States of the “internal
combustion engine.” He said when
Henry Ford created the assembly line
to manufacture automobiles “acces-
sible economically to all Americans,
he really made these oil producing
countries so rich.”

“We have to understand that our
interest lies in not using the oil at all,”
he said. He said the nation needs to
put funding into technologies that
leads to the “elimination of the con-
sumption of gas” powered motor ve-
hicles.

“America is based on innovation.
America runs on American ingenu-
ity,” he said. “If we make use of our
ingenuity, our innovation, and learn
to protect it…we will have no prob-
lem and the gas problem will disap-
pear.”

Mr. Amar said America entered the
Iraq War “with a lack of informa-
tion.”

“In hindsight, it was a big strategic
mistake…now we have put hundreds
of billions of dollars [in to the war].
We have put in more than 4,000 lives.
We have sacrificed these lives. These
lives are far more precious than the
money we are putting in [to the war],”
he said. “Why would we just walk
out?”

He favors moving U.S. troops away
from conflict areas to the “outskirts”
to stop insurgents entering from bor-
der countries, while reducing United
States troop causalities. Mr. Amar
said the U.S. should let Iraqis “settle
their problems.” He said this action
would also lead to needing less troops.

“I don’t see any reason why we
cannot stay in Iraq the way we have
stayed in Japan – friendly, helpful, a
nice, strong relationship. Like we are
in Korea. I don’t see why that should
not happen,” he said. “Cut and run is
not what we want to do.”

View all seven GOP 7th Congres-
sional District candidate videos at
goleader.com/08Congress.
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Whitman to House:
Say ‘No’ to Farm Bill
Kate Whitman, a Republican can-

didate for Congress in New Jersey’s
7th District, has called for United States
House members to vote no on the
2008 Farm Bill.

 “The bill is rife with subsidies and
budget gimmicks at a cost to
hardworking taxpaying Americans of
nearly $300 billion... The last thing
Congress should be doing is passing
a bill that rewards wealthy farmers
and will contribute to even higher
food prices,” Ms. Whitman said.

 She  said the last time the farm bill
was passed in 2002, it was determined
that the average subsidy payment “to
large and commercial farms was 1,100
percent larger than the average pay-
ment to small farms.”

Burial Grounds Earn Spot
On Historic Place Registers
WESTFIELD — Governor Jon

Corzine has notified Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky that the Burial Grounds of
the Presbyterian Church in the West
Fields of Elizabeth Town, along the
northerly side of Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, has been listed on the New
Jersey Register of Historic Places on
July 27, 2007, and  onto the National
Register of Historic Places.

This burial ground, sometimes
known as the Revolutionary Cem-
etery, is 286 years old and is best
known for the large number of Revo-
lutionary War veterans buried there.
It also is famous for the gravestones
of Westfield’s founding fathers and
for the famous stone carvers repre-
sented in the cemetery.

The mayor, Town of Westfield and
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission had previously approved the

“Burial Grounds” for historic desig-
nation.

 The cemetery joins two other local
historic sites on Mountain Avenue
listed in the National and New Jersey
Registers of Historic Places – the
Westfield Historical Society’s Miller-
Cory House Museum and the
Westfield Historical Society’s Reeve
House History Center.

Former Westfield Town Historian
Ralph H. Jones has described the
cemetery as “a memorial and resting
place of the men and women who
cleared the forest, planted the fields,
created a rural community and fought
to gain and keep the independence
and liberties we still enjoy today.”

Vote Tuesday
June 3 Primary
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Best-Selling Author Ken
Kurson Addresses GOP

If you sometimes leak urine when you laugh, cough, sneeze, or exercise,
you may have a medical condition known as stress urinary incontinence.

If you experience pressure-like discomfort or problems with bladder or
bowel control, you may have pelvic organ prolapse. These conditions

affect millions of women, and cause discomfort and embarrassment

Stress urinary incontinence and pelvic organ prolapse are common and
treatable conditions. You can learn more at a FREE educational seminar,

“Pelvic Health: Start Living Again.”

When: Friday June 6 at 11:30 AM
Location: Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse

2376 North Ave. • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
Lunch will be served

The event is hosted by:
Special Surgery for Women

at Trinitas Hospital
Labib E. Riachi, MD

S A P P H I R E
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 750 $409 $368
FULL ea. pc. 890 $499 $449
QUEEN set 2020 $1099 $989
KING set 2990 $1649 $1484

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 300 $149 $134
FULL ea. pc. 420 $229 $206

J A D E
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 550 $299 $269
FULL ea. pc. 700 $389 $350
QUEEN set 1620 $899 $809
KING set 2420 $1349 $1214

C R Y S T A L
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 410 $219 $197
FULL ea. pc. 550 $299 $269
QUEEN set 1260 $699 $629
KING set 1940 1049 $944

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR.*

Factory Authorized Price Reduction.

What an incredible, once-a-year opportunity to purchase the world’s finest mattress! 
Unparalleled comfort and quality have been the hallmarks of every Shifman hand-tufted 

mattress since 1893. They’re entirely handmade in the USA, utilizing only the finest cotton 
felt upholstery. What’s more, each boxspring is 8-way hand-tied with fine Italian twine. 

So, don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping. 

Save 35%-50% 
Plus an additional 10%

on closeout covers only

*On Our Entire Shifman CollectionNow Extended thru June 2nd!!.

SALE

EXTENDED

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623
Monday - Saturday 10-5:309 • Thursday ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

Hatfield Favors Drilling in
ANWAR, Nuclear Power

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — In order to win
the Union County Republican orga-
nizational line in the June 3 Primary
for the 7th District Congressional seat,
Kelly Hatfield of Summit is banking
on her 13 years of local elective expe-
rience at the local level.

“Having served as a local elective
official on the front line really distin-
guishes me [from the opposition] in
that I really know how the decisions
in Washington affect people locally,”
the candidate said during a May 12
interview with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

She served six years on the Summit
Board of Education and another nine
years on the city’s common council.

Getting to the issues, the candidate
said economists are saying gasoline
prices are soaring due to “the lack of
consumer confidence” and the drop-
ping of the value of the United States
dollar. Short-term, Ms. Hatfield sup-
ports “halting the strategic petroleum
reserves” to increase gasoline sup-
plies.

The candidate, who holds Masters
of Science and Doctorate degrees in
microbiology, said ethanol and farm
subsidies are part of the problem and
are causing food prices to rise, in-
cluding transportation costs to ship
food supplies.

“As far as a long-term plan is con-
cerned, I think we need to take a look
at exploration and conservation,” she
said. “As far as exploration, I would
consider, and I think we can do it in a
sensible manner, drilling in ANWAR
(Artic National Wildlife Refuge). I’m
not a big proponent of drilling off-
shore.”

“As far as conservation, we need to
continue to look to research and de-
velopment for hybrid cars and, then,
we also need to investigate alterna-
tive energies,” she said, noting that 12
percent of energy in Spain is pro-
duced from windmills, while 80 per-
cent of France’s energy is from nuclear
power,” she said.

“It needs to be a group of alterna-
tives, I think. It’s not just one focus,”
Ms. Hatfield said. “I think we need to
look at solar, wind, geothermal radi-
ant changes and nuclear energy.” She
said the U.S. would have to look for
ways to store nuclear waste “safely.”

On the Iraq War, the candidate be-
lieves that the President and Con-
gress “have to listen to the generals

on the ground.” She said the Presi-
dent and his/her administration “must
set the policy.”

“We want to get out of Iraq. But we
also want to make sure that the Iraqi-
elected officials know that they need
to provide the leadership to protect
their country, and also to rebuild Iraq,”
Ms. Hatfield said. “My thought is
that if they send a clear message to
generals on the ground that that’s our
policy… We need to leave it up to
them to tell us when we’ve accom-
plished those goals, when we’re suc-
cessful and then start withdrawing,”
she said.

“I think just withdrawing immedi-
ately really puts us at great risk. I
worry that terrorists and extremists
would have the opportunity to take
over the government in Iraq and forge
relationships with Iran. We know
that’s dangerous. It would make the
Middle East very unstable and also
would compromise Israel and that’s a
big concern.”

Speaking on the closing of
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter, Ms. Hatfield said the issue has
resulted from “emergency room care
that’s being given to uninsured and
undocumented folks.”

“Closing this facility is going to
really stress other hospitals in our
area,” she said. “Charity care (medi-
cal care to those who can’t pay for
medical care) is a state issue… But
what is at the heart of this is really
health care. We need to do a better
job. Republicans need to step up to
the plate and come up with a plan
that’s going to alleviate uninsured
folks, so that we don’t have folks
showing up at the emergency room
without appropriate health care to
back them up.”

She said “undocumented workers”
are not eligible for health care nor
charitable care, “So that in itself is an
issue and costing Muhlenberg Hospi-
tal millions of dollars.”

The candidate said the U.S. must
secure its border to cut down illegal
immigration. She said between a com-
bination of a fence on the Mexican-
U.S. border and wireless technology,
“we should be able to secure our
border.” She said she does not sup-
port amnesty, calling it “disrespect-
ful to people.”

Ms. Hatfield favors federal tax cuts.
She also said a Congressional Demo-
crats proposal to remove the federal
tax cuts approved in 2001 and 2003,
will mean $2,500 less per family in
income.

She called the cut “a disaster” for
small businesses, which, she said,
creates 80 percent of all new jobs in
New Jersey. She said elimination of
the tax cuts would mean a $4,000
additional cost for small businesses.
Ms. Hatfield supports reauthoriza-
tion of the federal tax cuts and wants
to see the federal corporate tax rate
lowered to make companies more
competitive internationally.

All seven GOP 7th Congressional
District candidate videos can be
viewed at goleader.com/08Congress.

National Coalition for Life
Endorses Martin Marks

Martin Marks, a Republican candi-
date for Congress in the 7th District,
has won the endorsement of one of the
nation’s largest political action com-
mittee – the Republican National Coa-
lition for Life.

“I am honored to have the endorse-
ment of the Republican National Coa-
lition for Life (RNCL). I am proudly
both a social and fiscal conservative,”
Mr. Marks said. “In Congress, I will
stand-up for New Jersey’s strong sense
of family and community. I will work
closely with the other Congressional
conservatives from New Jersey to pro-
tect taxpayers and stop the liberal
agenda of redefining family values.”

“This endorsement is a testament
for those who are truly conservative
on all fronts and I am honored to have
been recognized by the leadership of
the RNCL as such,” he said.

Mr. Marks has also secured the
endorsement from the Conservative
Leadership in Somerset County.

“The RNCL decided to endorse
Marks, due largely to his consistent

conservative stances on fiscal respon-
sibility and the importance of low
taxes, pro-life issues, Second Amend-
ment rights, a strong National Secu-
rity posture and limited government,”
said John DiMarco, Somerset County
coordinator for the Republicans for
Conservative Leadership.

“We must come together and rally
behind the true consensus conserva-
tive in this race, Mayor Martin Marks,
who is the only candidate who can
unite the winning Republican coali-
tion of social conservatives, economic
conservatives, national security con-
servatives and mainstream libertar-
ians” Mr. DiMarco said.

The Republican National Coalition
for Life PAC supports Republican con-
gressional candidates who are “uncon-
ditionally pro-life.” “Candidates who
recognize the inherent right to life of
every innocent human being, from con-
ception until natural death, without dis-
crimination, are eligible for support by
RNC/Life PAC.” For more information
visit rnclife.org.

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times\

WESTFIELD — Ken Kurson, co-
author, with Rudy Giuliani, of Lead-
ership, which spent 25 weeks on the
New York Times bestseller list, was the
guest speaker at the Westfield home of
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21),
Wednesday evening, May 21.

Mr. Kurson related his days with
former New York City Mayor Rudy
Giuliani right after 9/11, and of sub-
sequent times with the mayor as chief
operating officer of Mr. Giuliani’s
campaign for the GOP Presidential
nomination in 2008. Mr. Kurson spoke
highly of the mayor’s character –
particularly his leadership during the
times of uncertainty of 9/11 in New

York City.
Questions from the audience were

discussed regarding the  popularity of
Mayor Giuliani, as well as general
political matters, including the state of
the nation, current contenders for Presi-
dent of the United States, New Jersey
issues and the prospects of Republi-
can candidates for office in Union
County, the state and the nation.

Several dozen Republicans from
Legislative District 21 attended the
affair including former Congressman
Bob Franks, Assemblyman Eric
Munoz of Summit, Congressional
candidate in the 7th District Kelly
Hatfield of Summit and former State
Senate President Frank McDermott
of Westfield.

IN HONOR…George Rogers, Marine veteran and Westfield resident, adds a
ribbon, Sunday, to the thousands hanging on the iron fencing during the memorial
ceremony at his church, the Marble Collegiate Church on Fifth Avenue in New
York City. Each ribbon is in memory of a service person killed in the Iraq war to
date. Mr. Rodgers’ ribbon is in the memory of Marine Lance Corporal Brad S.
Shuder, age 21.

ELIZABETH — Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi will open her
office on May 31, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
for voters seeking last-minute absentee
ballots. The office will be open as a
public service for voters seeking absen-
tee ballot applications who will be un-
able to vote at the polls in the Primary
Election on Tuesday, June 3.

“Every voter should have the op-

portunity to cast his or her ballot in
the Primary Election for the United
States Senate, the House of Repre-
sentatives, county and municipal of-
fices,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “We want to
ensure that even those who have a
last-minute change of plans can have
a chance to vote.”

Walk-in applications are accepted
up to 3 p.m. on June 2, the day before
the primary election.

“By opening the office on the Satur-
day before the primary election, as we
have done for the past 12 years, we
hope to assist those citizens whose
working hours or other commitments
keep them from applying during the
work week,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

Voters will be able to drop-off their
completed absentee ballots at the
Union County Clerk’s office. This
option allows voters to pick up their
ballots, vote in privacy and deposit
them in a secured lockbox – all at the
same office.

“Voters used to pick up absentee
ballots at the Clerk’s office and then
had to drive across town to deliver them
to the Board of Elections,” Ms. Rajoppi
said. “The current option makes voting
more accessible, particularly for senior
citizens.”

Completed ballots will be kept in a
secure lockbox under the control of the
Union County Board of Elections, who
will collect them for counting.

The Clerk’s office has processed
more than 1,600 absentee ballots to
date for the Primary Election and ex-
pects the number to exceed 2,000 by
Primary Day.

To obtain an application, voters may
download the form at the clerk’s website
at ucnj.org/ctyclerk/absent04.html, but
they must bring the completed applica-
tion to the county clerk’s office on May
31, between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m., or on
June 2, before 3 p.m. For more infor-
mation, contact the clerk’s office at
(908) 527-4996.

Feely President, CEO
HACKETTSTOWN — James

Feely, a former Mountainside resi-
dent, is the new president and chief
executive officer of TDI Power, a
power supply and conversion com-
pany headquartered in Hackettstown.

TDI Power’s Chairman of the
Board, Joshua Hauser, announced the
Board of Directors’ appointment.

“Jim Feely has served for 11 years
as the company’s CFO and, more
recently, as a member of the
Executive Management Team,” Mr.
Hauser said. “He has played a pivotal
role in modernizing the company’s
finances and improving control over
costs.”

“The Board has full confidence in
Jim Feely’s experience, breadth of in-
dustry knowledge, judgment and de-
cisive leadership style,” noted Mr.
Hauser.

James Feely, new CEO and president
of TDI Power.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

County Clerk Extends
Office Hours for Absentees

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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By Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor, Town of Westfield

From the Mayor's Desk

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

In Response to May 15 Article About
Potential Fanwood Police Layoffs

Westfield Board of Education
Setting the Record Straight

Plainfielders Ask, ‘If Solaris Tells a Big Enough Lie, Long
Enough…’About Muhlenberg Hospital Closing

Correction: Merill
Lynch Has Not Closed
My co-workers and I here at Merrill

Lynch were surprised last Friday when
we started hearing from clients that a
letter to the editor in The Westfield Leader
[May 22 by Barbara Briemer] mentioned
we had closed our office here in Westfield.

As has been the case since 1978, the
Merrill Lynch office is open for business
in Westfield. We happily remain at 530
South Avenue, and look forward to serv-
ing the community for many years to
come.

Larry Engel
Westfield

Leader’s Rossi Shines
As Debate Moderator
Fred Rossi from The Westfield Leader

was excellent as moderator for the Re-
publican Congressional Debate in
Mountainside on May 22.

Mr. Rossi was well prepared with ques-
tions that were focused on the campaign
statements made by each candidate. He
kept to the time frame and topics.

Each candidate was given equal and
sufficient time to express their views and
answer every question.

The debate gave each of us a chance to
listen to the candidates and compare their
proposals. I would like to see the national
presidential debates run as well as this
one.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Meandering Down
Memory Lane

Your recent article [David Corbin]
about the Union County Baseball Cham-
pionship, along with your “Walk Down
Memory Lane” pieces, have give us the
opportunity to relive some great moments
from [our son] Phil’s Westfield High
School baseball-playing days.

Thanks for providing the chance for us
to think about those fun days again!

Michele and John Orsini
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Garrote – To strangle
2. Riparious – Growing or living along

the banks of a stream
3. Cymophanous – Having a wavy,

floating light
4. Rhapontic – Rhubarb

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ZOKOR
1. A burrowing rodent that looks like a

mole rat
2. Calcium tungstate
3. A Turkish dish consisting of boiled

rice, mutton or fish and spices
4. A wedge

CULPON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
3. An arrow or arrowhead
4. A shred or splinter

TEFF
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A grain plant of Abyssinia from

which flour is made
4. Excessive grief; very sad

SARCOID
1. Like or consisting of flesh
2. Slow-moving; sluggish
3. Rust-colored
4. Scaly, as with fish

Chefs Were Great at
D.A.R.E. Cook-off

In Westfield Last Week
If you weren’t at Top Line Appliance

Center these past two Mondays, you re-
ally missed a great treat. I want to person-
ally thank Police Officer Gary Moore, his
D.A.R.E. staff, John Moretti from Top
Line and his staff for a wonderful evening
my friends, family and I had Monday
night, May 19 at the Dare-to-Dine Cook-
off in Westfield. Where can you experi-
ence food from three different restaurants
at the same time and know the proceeds
go to a good cause?

It was interesting listening what others
thought about the same food you were
eating. These fine restaurants Chez
Catherine, Limani Seafood Grill, and 16
Prospect Street, brought their best chefs
and staff and provided us with a true
gourmet meal in a flash. Even though we
all voted on the best meal, in my opinion,
all three chefs were the winner.

Policeman Gary Moore has dedicated
his life to teach our children of Westfield
safety, how to handle themselves in cer-
tain social circumstances, and the dan-
gers of alcohol and street drugs. This
incredible evening’s proceeds along with
the other two nights of dining will go
toward the purchase of a new D.A.R.E.
vehicle.

Please support your local businesses:
Chez Catherine, Limani Seafood Grill,
16 Prospect Street and Top Line.

Gary and John, please continue to offer
these great dining experiences.

Maureen O’Connor
Westfield

I would like to correct some of the
coverage of the May 20 Board of Educa-
tion meeting that was reported in the May
22 issue of The Westfield Leader.

Contrary to the newspaper article, I
was in fact present for the entire board
meeting and joined my fellow members
in unanimously approving an emergency
communication system for the district.
This is a step that we are taking in con-
junction with the town. By doing so, both
entities are realizing savings as we enter
into a shared service for the safety and
security of our students, staff, parents and
community members.

The presentation that was made at our
last meeting did include many facts about
the system, including cost. To clarify,
both the school district and the town will
each realize a savings of $6,550 due to our
partnership.

We expect the system to be in place
during the next school year. We will
implement it on a district-wide basis ini-
tially, and there could be a use in the
future for school-based notifications.

Report cards, however, will continue to
be distributed as they are now.

The board is grateful to Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan, who has
agreed to make school security and emer-
gency preparedness a board goal this year;
to Business Administrator Bob Berman
for investigating the various vendors most
suitable for our needs; and to Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and other town officials for
their willingness to work together toward
a common goal. As chairman of the Ad
Hoc Committee for Committee Outreach,
I’d also like to thank The Westfield Leader
for its coverage of our board meetings
throughout the year. I recognize that the
topics covered are numerous and that re-
porters work on tight deadlines.

Ann Cary
Westfield Board of Education

Editor’s Note: The May 22 article on
page 1 of The Westfield Leader on the
BOE meeting incorrectly stated the board
attendance. We regret the error.

In regards to an article written for The
Scotch Plains Fanwood Times [May 15]
headed “Mahr Calls FW PBA Statements
Regarding Layoffs ‘Irresponsible.’”

I have no doubt that the [borough coun-
cil] is working diligently on the informa-
tion it received regarding cut backs for
Fanwood. I’m sure the citizens and em-
ployees of Fanwood would not question
the diligence and sincerity of the council
members.

On the other hand, I don’t understand
why the posting of a flyer would cause
eyebrows to rise. In my opinion, it was a
way to let the citizens in town know that
this possibility may come to pass.

If that hypothetical [proposal] was put
on the table, people had the opportunity to
have a voice early on with their concerns
for the Fanwood Police Department, and
to let the council know that they don’t
want to lose any of their officers.

I don’t understand why some people
thought the posting of the flyer was an
irresponsible act. Councilman David
Valian stated that the PBA posting was a
“scare tactic.”

With all due respect to the councilman,
I took it as a heads up to the people in
Fanwood.

I welcomed the information that was
posted. It made me aware of the possibil-
ity of a change or changes in my town —
just like the umbrella I carry when I hear
or read that there is a chance of rain. I may
not use the umbrella but I’m prepared.

I guess the bottom line is — under the
vest is a man just trying to save his job, as
any other working person would try to do.
They are there when we need them, and
we just want to be there when they need
us.

Letting the townspeople know there is
a meeting via flyer is fine with me. I
wasn’t appalled in the least nor did I take
it as a scare tactic. It’s just a matter of
interpretation of words on a piece of pa-
per. I call it information.

I submit this with much respect to the
council members and my utmost support
of the Fanwood Police Department.

Rose Tzerefos
Fanwood

Solaris Systems and its CEO John
McGee continue to foster the myth that
they have done everything they can to
keep Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center open.

We seriously question their assertion
that they lost $17 million in 2006, since
their federal income tax forms for 2006
indicate net assets of over $22 million.
They need to open their books if anyone
is to believe them.

They assert investing $50 million in
Muhlenberg, $8.6 million during 2005,
a year when they asserted financial
losses. We question their assertions.

Then Solaris told local and state offi-
cials in the fall of 2007 they would not be
closing, only to reveal a few weeks later
that they were trying to market the hos-

pital or close it. Of course, they refuse to
show what was marketed or what the
offers were.

Their business associates, Cain Broth-
ers in New York, turned away legitimate
potential offers. Only opening Solaris’
books fully will reveal if they are truly out
of money.

In the meantime they have followed
Gov. Jon Corzine’s plan to close most
urban hospitals with virtually no provi-
sion for vital medical services. They make
no provision for persons needing public
transportation, or for the births of 800
babies in Plainfield, or for any vital medi-
cal services.

Solaris has been closing key income
producing components of Muhlenberg
for 10 years. That, coupled with the
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Governor’s unconscionable cuts in char-
ity care, has broken the medical system.

Thank goodness the attorney general is
investigating these alleged misdoings. A
business like Solaris needs to get out of
medical care. We have a plan for the
community and municipalities to buy,
own and run Muhlenberg Medical Center
that can be demonstrated to work.

Yes, it is time for Solaris to get out of
town, it is time for the state to act on
behalf of the medical needs of the citizens
of the three counties served by
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center.

Rev. James Colvin
Rev. Sarah Seivard Colvin

Plainfield

Jim Hely Commended For
N.J. Superior Court Nomination

I want to congratulate local attorney
Jim Hely on being nominated for a seat on
the Superior Court and commend the gov-
ernor for an excellent choice.

Jim has been part of the Westfield
community since birth; I first met him
when he was elected to the town council
in the 1980s, one of the few Democrats in
that era to win a seat.

Two episodes during his tenure on the
council come immediately to mind. Jim is
an avid bike rider and would ride to town
hall for our evening meetings. He pro-
posed that Westfield should have a man-
datory bike helmet law. The council put
the proposal through the usual process,
and the proposed ordinance came up for a
final vote. Jim of course was a strong
advocate.

Some of us were not too sure: the usual
arguments about interfering with personal
freedoms, choice, government control,
etc. In one of the few times I went to a
meeting not knowing pretty much how I
would vote, I outlined different state-
ments and reasoning: one pro, one con.
Twenty-four people spoke. What per-
suaded me, ultimately, was the testimony
from trauma surgeons about the effects of
a non-helmet accident on the rider; if he
survived, his family and the taxpayers
would have to pick up astronomical medi-
cal bills. The ordinance passed.

Subsequently, the New Jersey Legisla-
ture copied the Westfield ordinance with
minor modifications. The Hely bike hel-
met law is in force statewide and I have to
think it has saved dozens or hundreds

from severe injury.
In 1994-1996, the council was deliber-

ating creation of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation as the next step in revitaliz-
ing our downtown area with a special tax.
People I respected, merchants and others,
were vehemently opposed. I felt strongly
it was in the best interests of the town, and
wanted a unanimous council, bipartisan,
to concur. It took a number of months.
Jim did not grandstand in opposition but
gave the matter long and thoughtful con-
sideration. Eventually, Jim was persuaded
by the many presentations that this was in
the best interests of the town. His vote
made it 9-0.

I felt then, and still do, that creation of
the DWC was my most important accom-
plishment in five years as mayor.

Jim follows in the footprints of a num-
ber of eminent Westfield lawyers who
have gone on to distinguish themselves
on the bench.

I write this having just read an article in
The New York Times about the problems
and conflicts in the many states where
judges are elected. I think that process is
a disaster. As I reflect on the Westfield
judges I have known, all good lawyers
and not particularly active in politics even
locally, and undoubtedly taking income
cuts, I doubt any of them would have had
any interest in running for a judicial post,
to the detriment of the New Jersey Court
system and our citizens.

Jim, good luck and best wishes.

Bud Boothe
Westfield Mayor, 1992-96

It’s Time Again for Voters to Decide
The Primary Issues on Their Minds

For the first time, this year New Jersey had a
Presidential Primary election on February 5, sched-
uled early enough for residents to have a voice in
selecting the candidates for President — we think,
all considerations of super delegates put aside –
rather than being among the last in the nation in June
as was the case in the past.

New Jersey Democrat voters chose Senator Hillary
Clinton over Senator Barack Obama by about a 10-
point margin for 107 of the delegates — 20 more
Democrat delegates from New Jersey, unique to the
party nationally, are “super-delegates” chosen by
party bosses who can do whatever they want. As
matters have turned out, the “super delegates” will
decide the Democrat Party candidate for President
due to the closeness of the voting nationally as no
candidate has achieved the majority of delegates
chosen by the voters.

New Jersey Republicans chose Senator John
McCain as their candidate for President. That con-
test was decided early across the nation.

But, there is still a regular Primary in New Jersey
this year, and every year – few voters seem to notice
the election this Tuesday, June 3.

The Primary provides party members (and those
unaffiliated) the opportunity to select candidates for
many important offices to be put forth in the General
Election on Tuesday, November 4. These offices
include the United States Senate, representatives for
Congress, freeholders and town governments.

As important as the office is, there is very little
campaigning or publicity for Senator Frank
Lautenberg’s Democrat Primary re-election bid, or
for that of his opponents, Rep. Rob Andrews of
Haddon Heights and Morristown Mayor Donald
Cresitello. There have been a few cable TV ads with
still photos from the past of Mr. Lautenberg with
someone else speaking and few if any public appear-

ances, leading some to question the vitality of the
Senator, now in his mid 80s, and correspondingly,
the sagacity of sending him to another six-year term
to represent the interest of New Jerseyans.

The Republicans are waving former Rep. Dick
Zimmer of Delaware Township and State Senator
Joseph Pennacchio of Pine Brook on to the Primary
on Tuesday along with professor Murray Sabrin of
Fort Lee aggressively seeking the upset.

One real battle in this Primary Election is right in our
back yard – the GOP competition for Congress in the
7th District with seven candidates slugging it out. See
goleader.com for details and candidate videos. As-
semblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood, the lone
Democrat candidate for the office, is in waiting.

The recent GOP debate in Mountainside, which
can be viewed at goleader.com, led to compiling
what may be the public’s main issues at this time.
They include: the economy, Iraq War, energy crisis,
abortion, health care, illegal immigrants, taxes, New
Jersey’s fair share of taxes, special interests, corrup-
tion, pork projects and earmarks, the public’s confi-
dence in government, gas prices, energy policy,
money spent in campaigns, national security, terror-
ism, Iran, Syria, North Korea, balance of trade,
export of jobs, veterans, sanctuary cities, education,
America’s priorities, government bureaucracy, glo-
bal warming, environment, immigration reform, the
War on Drugs, GI Bill, Patriot Act, inflation and
Social Security.

We urge you to make known the issues primary on
your mind.

Just like the state flower, the violet, blue and white
campaign road signs have sprung up in many places
over the weekend — seems blue and white is the
color of choice, and with no party affiliation to be
included. The roundup of these signs next week,
hopefully, will be swift and complete.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

As your mayor, I am compelled to
respond to the recent letters to the editor
regarding Westfield’s parking plan and
overtime parking fines. There are numer-
ous misconceptions and inaccuracies that
need to be cleared up for the benefit of all
the residents and stakeholders in this
matter. It’s time to bring the facts to the
forefront.

Westfield is indeed a fortunate and
unique place. The popularity and vitality
of Westfield’s downtown area along with
its centrally located train station, which
handles the highest volume of ridership
on NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley line, cre-
ates a heavy demand for several types of
parking – shopper, employee and com-
muter – in a relatively small area and in
close proximity to surrounding residen-
tial areas. Consequently, the town has
implemented a comprehensive parking
plan to manage its parking inventory.

I take exception to the statement by one
writer that “downtown Westfield is not a
friendly place to visit.” I personally fre-
quent the downtown area to dine and shop
with my family and find it a most pleasant
place to be. The town has worked very
hard to incorporate many user-friendly
features into its parking plan, including
reducing the hours of enforcement; en-
hancing signage; merging and reconstruct-
ing Lot 1 and the former Lot 8 (opposite
Trader Joe’s) and reallocating existing
spaces to create 124 more 4-hour spaces
for shoppers and diners right in the heart
of the downtown area; installing
paystations that allow additional parking
time to be added from any other paystation
in town; offering free parking in Lot 3
(Southside train station) and Lot 6
(Watterson St.) in the permit spaces after
noontime on weekdays and all day Satur-
day; offering free parking town-wide on
Sundays; extending “night owl” hours
and locations for residents who live in the
downtown area; selling daily commuter

Downtown Westfield Parking
Facts and Misconceptions

permits to minimize vacant spaces; pro-
viding rechargeable “smart cards” usable
at both meters and paystations to reduce
the reliance on cash and coin; installing
all new meters on the street that offer 10
free minutes at the push of a button to
those “just running into” an establish-
ment to drop something off or pick some-
thing up; and providing 10 free minutes as
a grace period at the end of the paid time
in the paystation lots. (Yes, that means no
overtime parking summonses are issued
in the paystation lots until 11 minutes
after the paid time has expired.).

While it is understood that it is never
pleasant to receive a parking summons,
enforcement is a necessary component of
any effective parking plan. Enforcement
is an important tool used to maximize the
availability of parking spaces as well as
assure order and safety. (Imagine the dis-
order that would result if there were no
enforcement to insure that the regulations
were being consistently followed.) The
town employs five traffic enforcement
officers, not the 12 as one writer alleged,
and their duties include not only enforce-
ment of the parking regulations in the
downtown area, but also enforcement of
parking regulations town-wide. They also
sell daily permits, direct traffic, and en-
force certain state statutes, such as no
parking on or near a crosswalk, that are
vital to the safety of pedestrians and mo-
torists in the downtown area as well as
around the schools.

I also take exception to the statement,
“It appears that the mayor and council
have little regard for the health of the
downtown.” Let me reiterate that the town
has worked very hard to make parking
more user-friendly. Further, as I wrote in
a letter to the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce in April, the town has spent a
lot of time, money and effort to optimize
all of our parking assets, and the results

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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The 101 days between Memorial Day
and Labor Day could be days filled with
fun, vacation, picnics, relaxation or other
summer activity. But traffic-safety advo-
cates know these critical 101 days trans-
late into crowded highways and an in-
crease in unnecessary traffic mishaps.

There are six factors that contribute to
most summer fatal crashes: failure to wear
safety belts or use child-safety seats prop-
erly, drinking and driving, fatigue, car-
maintenance failures, speeding and driver
distractions.

Traditionally, Americans travel more
than one trillion miles in these 101 days
– an extra 10.5 million miles per month
than other month of the year. Unfortu-
nately though, an average of 270 addi-
tional people die in traffic fatalities
each month during the summer com-
pared to the rest of the year. Of the 25
deadliest traffic-fatality days in the past
five years, 20 of them fell during the
101 days from Memorial Day weekend
to Labor Day.

New Jersey drivers face an even greater
challenge this year. Tourism experts pre-
dict vacation and recreational resort travel
will hit all-time highs this year despite
gasoline prices nearing $4 a gallon. High
gasoline prices usually mean shorter trips
with a higher number of motor vehicles
going to local resort areas. This leads to
exceeding our highway system design
capacity and causing traffic delays that,
in turn, will aggravate drivers. Aggrava-
tion can then lead to temper flaring, dan-
gerous driving and crashes.

The law-enforcement community is
mapping out strategies designed to re-
duce highway tragedies during the 101
days. Police will try to keep traffic mov-
ing as safely as possible. At the same
time, they will be looking for traffic law

Fanwood Views

By Councilman Tony Parenti

Avoid Traffic Accidents
This Summer

violators and, in particular, those who are
speeding, cutting in and out of traffic,
hogging the left lane and following too
closely. There will be extra patrol units on
duty scanning the roadways for drunk
drivers, motorists driving while fatigued,
talking on cell phones while driving and
not using safety belts. The increase in
police presence is not to build up revenue
for municipalities or the state. The intent
is to make our highways safe by employ-
ing crash-prevention strategies.

The New Jersey State Association of
Chiefs of Police and the New Jersey Po-
lice Traffic Officers Association endorse
the 101 Days program and pledge their
strength, dedication and concern to help
make this a safe summer. Both associa-
tions are encouraging every police de-
partment to promote and participate in
safety campaigns that not only cover these
101 days, but will also last throughout the
year as well.

The bottom line is – if you drive right
and plan safety into everything you do,
you’ll reduce your chances of being in a
crash. If you think this will only happen to
the “other guy,” remember to the “other
guy,” you are the other guy. Safeguard
yourself and your family, always drive
safely.

Courtesy of Suzy Minken (L), Kim Choma (R)
SPECTACULAR RAINBOWS...Last week, spectacular rainbows filled the evenings skies following the spring rains. At left,
a rainbow, last Thursday, jumps from Elm Street and the Westfield train station into the evening sky. At right, a rainbow
is photographed, last Friday, from a deck in Mountainside as it descends to Westfield below. See this in color at goleader.com.

Global investment experience 
is right around the corner

At Smith Barney, we put 130 years of investing experience
behind every client relationship we build, and every decision 
we make. With nearly 600 branches nationwide, we’re avail-
able to help you with the full range of financial services: 

Smith Barney
Linda M. Gelson

Westfield, NJ 07091
(908) 518-5402

INVESTMENT PRODUCTS: NOT FDIC INSURED. NO BANK 
GUARANTEE. MAY LOSE VALUE
© 2008 Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC. Securities are offered through Citigroup Global 
Markets Inc. Smith Barney is a division and service mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and its 
affiliates and is used and registered throughout the world. Citi and Citi with Arc Design are trade-
marks and service marks of Citigroup Inc. and its affiliates, and are used and registered throughout 
the world. Working WealthSM is a service mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Citigroup Global 
Markets Inc. and Citibank are affiliated companies under the common control of Citigroup Inc.

Little-Known Facts
SPRING LAKE – Peter Echausse of

Westfield “hammered” his way through
the course and placed 74th in the Spring
Lake Five Mile Race on May 24.

Westfield Parking Fines and Fees
Are Not Adding Up with Experiences
I have been watching weekly the de-

bate over the parking dilemma and the
raise in parking fines. Now I get to relate
my own personal experience.

On May 20 at 6:20 a.m., I parked in Lot
301 at the train station and used my park-
ing card at the pay station. I had to switch
over to a parking card because, typically,
these new, wonderful machines won’t
take dollars — especially in inclement
weather.

But that is not the point of this letter. I
also wonder every day why there is a
seven-year wait when there are many
vacant spots each day, and a police officer
sits at the entrance of the train station in
the morning and collects $5 versus my $6
at the pay station.

But this too is not the point of the letter.
In any event, when I returned home on the
evening of May 20, I had received the
infamous Westfield parking ticket. And
of course I was perplexed as to why.

I parked in space 309; my receipt said
space 309, yet my ticket said space 306.
When I looked down at the pavement,
there was no space 306 – when the spaces
were recently painted with new numbers,
someone or some agency went 305, 309,
307, 308, 309. You got it – two 309s!
Brilliance! At 6:20 a.m., I am only look-
ing at my space and number, but doesn’t
our great staff of five enforcers notice the
discrepancy? You have to laugh – is this
just another way to gain more revenue?

I read Mr. Carauana’s financial facts
column in The Westfield Leader last week,
and candidly, it does not add up. Approxi-
mately $415,000 in salaries and benefits
for five officers, a supervisor and clerical
support? So – on average $55,000 per

person.
I hope these enforcement officers are

also the great police enforcers we have, so
they are doing more than parking tickets.
However, I cannot tell that from the col-
umn.

Nice, many of our Westfield teachers
are compensated similarly, and certainly,
the aides in our schools don’t make that
type of compensation; yet, we chose to let
many of them go to make our budget.

If our loss for parking violations was
$205,000 in 2007, at least cut the staff in
half so we break even and make the re-
maining employees more productive.

And please stop talking about these
great new pay stations. The one behind
Baron’s continues to have issues and only
accepts change, and I mentioned the reli-
ability at the train station.

Finally, I lived all over the country in
large cities and small towns, and I have
never witnessed such a debate over parking
problems and issues. All of us can see the
increasing number of vacant stores; many
of us have been harassed by parking en-
forcement or received tickets, and our busi-
ness owners are being vocal and rightly so.

Mr. Carauana — just because you don’t
receive letters from folks not willing to
shop in Westfield anymore doesn’t mean
it isn’t happening. I never wrote a letter
until now, and I am one that is happier to
go online or go to Cranford or Menlo Park
versus shopping or eating in Westfield.

Oh, and today, I paid my $6 at the pay
station and received no receipt. Who
knows if it was processed or what I will
find on my windshield when I get home.

Eric Shepcaro
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Scotch Plains Native
Completes Navy
Nuclear Training

FHTNC — Navy Petty Officer 3rd
Class Joseph A. Agbuya, a 2006
graduate of Academy Of Information
Technology, Scotch Plains, recently
graduated from the Navy’s Nuclear
Power School at Naval Nuclear Power
Training Command, Goose Creek,
S.C.

During the six-month course,
Agbuya received fundamental train-
ing in technical fields related to the
nuclear power program. Agbuya stud-
ied mathematics and physics for three
months in preparation for hands-on
training later in the course. In the
latter half of the course, Agbuya spent
hours becoming familiar with nuclear
reactor theory and operations. With
his newly acquired knowledge,
Agbuya is prepared to operate a reac-
tor on a nuclear-powered submarine
or aircraft carrier, ensuring the avail-
ability of propulsion and power.

Agbuya joined the Navy in No-
vember 2006.

Westfield Police Dept.
Holds Bike Auction

WESTFIELD – A bicycle auc-
tion will be held on Wednesday,
June 18, at the Westfield Armory
Parking Lot, 500 Rahway Avenue,
according to Chief John Parizeau of
the Westfield Police Department
(WPD).

There will be approximately 52
bicycles up for auction. These are
bicycles that have been in the posses-
sion of the WPD for at least six months
with undeterminable ownership. Bi-
cycles will be available for inspec-
tion from 1 to 1:30 p.m., with the
auction starting promptly at 1:30 p.m.

Any individual who feels that his
or her bicycle may be in the posses-
sion of the WPD must bring proof of
ownership by Tuesday, June 17, at 2
p.m. to the WPD.

Cranford Chefs Cook
Winning Meal for Six
AREA – Two members from The

Cranford Chapter of Les Marmitons
cooked an exquisite five-course din-
ner, for free, for Lucille Buonocore.

Ms. Buonocore was one of the win-
ners of The Arc of Union County’s
fundraising event held at the
Westwood in Garwood.

“I didn’t even buy a ticket to the
event,” said Lucille. “A friend of mine
invited me to go and now that I have
been, I plan to go to The Arc’s Tricky
Tray fundraiser from now on. It was a
thrilling, fast-paced evening, with
over 300 baskets of prizes and over
300 energized guests. We had a blast.”

Each year merchants donate mer-
chandise and gift certificates to The
Arc’s event. For the second time, Les
Marmitons members Richard Dreher
and Robert Riel donated a gourmet
evening of dining, along with their
time, cooking skills and talents.

Ms. Buonocore met with Mr.
Dreher and Mr. Riel. Sharing their
expertise and guidance to plan a din-
ner of a lifetime, She convinced them
to cook for six guests instead of four.

The diners savored a caramelized
onion tart; seared scallop with orange-
soy glaze; a salad of mixed spring
greens with blood oranges, cranber-
ries and pecans; veal saltimbocca,
mushroom risotto, butter-braised as-
paragus and oyster mushrooms with
peas and tarragon for the entrée; and
orange infused flan for dessert.

For more information on this year’s
Arc Tricky Tray event, please visit
arcunion.org.

To learn more about Les
Marmitons, please visit
lesmarmitons.org and select the
Cranford Chapter.

WF Chefs Compete
In DARE Finals June 2

WESTFIELD – Three Westfield
chefs will compete in the Dare-to-
Dine finals on June 2. The chefs are
from Mama Lou’s, Limani Seafood
Grill and Top Line. Dare-to-Dine held
its first cook-off, Monday, May 12, to
raise money for Westfield DARE,
which helps give students skills to
avoid involvement with drugs, gangs
and violence.

Tickets for the final cook-off on
June 2 at Top Line are $30 per person.
For more information, contact Naomi
McElynn of the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce at (908) 233-3021.

Gerry Cooney to Tee
Off at WACC Golf

WESTFIELD — Former heavyweight
boxer Gerry Cooney will greet partici-
pants in the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce golf outing on Monday, June
9, at the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield. Mr. Cooney, known for his
powerful left hook and first-round knock-
out of Ken Norton in 1981, will be partici-
pating in the Third Annual Golf Outing.
Since retiring from boxing in 1990, Mr.
Cooney has spent his time working with
orphans, youth groups and various chari-
ties.

“Golf is such a challenging game,”
said Mr. Cooney, “and I always meet such
great people out on the golf course. I’m
happy to give back to the local commu-
nity.”

The golf outing begins at 10:30 a.m.
with brunch before heading to the first
tee. Use of golf carts and locker rooms, as
well as on course refreshments, will be
included. A three-hour cocktail party,
complete with open bar, door prizes and
raffles, will finish out the day.

Registrations are still being accepted
to participate in this event. Call the WACC
at (908) 233-3021 or see
westfieldareachamber.com for registra-
tion information.

Girl Scouts to Present
Home Baked Bread

At Cannonball House
SCOTCH PLAINS — On Sunday, June

1, at the 250-year-old Cannonball House
in Scotch Plains, Girl Scouts will present
home baked bread to earn a patch for their
sashes.

The activity supports the Fanwood
Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House resto-
ration project at the intersection of Terrill
Road and Raritan Road.

Girl Scouts will convene from 1 to 3
p.m. at Cannonball House (1840 Front
Street in downtown Scotch Plains) for
colonial games, butter making and other
activities.

“We’d hold the event at Frazee House,
but conditions there are not yet suitable
for public use,” said Denise Hughes, presi-
dent of Fanwood Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House, Inc. “That’s what the res-
toration project will address. We’re de-
veloping ambitious plans for the building
and grounds around Frazee House.”

Community awareness of the Frazee
restoration is vital to its completion.
“Bread baking reminds us of the story of
Betty Frazee and her encounter at the
kitchen door with the Redcoats,” said
Mrs. Hughes. “In time, we hope that
Betty and her bread, and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, will be as familiar to Ameri-
cans as Molly Pitcher and the Monmouth
battlefield.”

For more information, contact Ray
Pardon at (908) 370-7067 or Blanchard
Hiatt at (908) 233 9194.



Page 6  Thursday, May 29, 2008 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Miller-Cory to Offer Tours,
Colonial Cooking on Sunday
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum will feature tours of
the historic farmhouse and a demon-
stration of 18th-century open-hearth
cooking in the Frazee Building this
Sunday, June 1, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Located at 614 Mountain Avenue
in Westfield, the house was built by
Samuel Miller for his wife, Sabra, in
1740. At that time, Westfield had one
church, 14 houses, one blacksmith,
one tavern and one schoolhouse.

The Millers had 100 acres, and
their property stretched from what is
now the Miller-Cory House Museum
to the beginning of downtown
Westfield. In 1972, the house be-
came a museum, assuming the name
Miller-Cory after its first owner,
Samuel Miller, and Joseph Cory, who

bought the house in 1782.
Costumed docents will conduct

tours of the restored, fully furnished
house. Additionally, members of the
cooking committee will demonstrate
the skills and techniques used in
18th-century open-hearth cooking,
using authentic recipes and seasonal
foods. Taste treats will be offered for
visitors to sample.

Admission is $2.50 for adults, $1
for students and free for children
under age 4. Other upcoming events
include the annual “Aunt Carrie’s
Attic Sale” on Saturday, May 31,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and “Better Not
to Get Sick – 18th Century Medi-
cine” on Sunday, June 8.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
also is available weekday mornings
for group tours, as well as after school
for Boy Scout and Girl Scout groups.
All tours must be arranged in ad-
vance. For information, call (908)
232-1776 weekday mornings.

Gallery Event to Aid
Cancer Foundation

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation (ECF),
a non-profit organization based in
Scotch Plains, will sponsor a spring
fundraising event entitled “An After-
noon of Art, Bagels and Bilinis” on
Sunday, June 8. It will be held from
noon to 3 p.m. at the Jim Kempner
Fine Art Gallery in New York City.

Guests will have the opportunity to
tour three floors of the gallery, in-
cluding a small sculptured garden;
listen to discussions of art from local
artists and the gallery owner, and bid
on upscale silent auction items. They
also will be able to attend a light
reception featuring champagne and
mimosas. The gallery is located at
501 West 23rd Street.

All proceeds will benefit ECF, a
support agency that serves children
and young adults who have been
diagnosed with cancer and their
families. For more information, con-
tact  Barbara Kopel at (908) 322-
4323, extension no. 17, or
barbara@emmanuelcancer.org. In-
formation also is available online at
emmanuelcancer.org.

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group for
those caring for elderly or chronically
ill loved ones will meet on Monday,
June 2, at 8 p.m. in the parish center of
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, call Marilyn
Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

AARP Luncheon Set
Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter 4137 of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons will hold
its luncheon on Monday, June 2, be-
ginning at noon at B.G. Fields Res-
taurant, located at 560 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield.

Anyone interested in attending is
asked to call Katherine at (908) 232-
1362 for more information. During
the program, Chaplain Justina Traina
will install chapter officers for the
2008-2009 year.

UNITED WAY OF WESTFIELDUNITED WAY OF WESTFIELDUNITED WAY OF WESTFIELDUNITED WAY OF WESTFIELDUNITED WAY OF WESTFIELD

Submitted by Colleen Echausse
Trustee

The Arc: Providing Full Life
To Developmentally Disabled

This continues a series of articles
featuring the 18 human service agen-
cies that are part of the Westfield
United Way.

Jessica was born in 1997 into a
loving and supportive family. While
pregnant, her mother discovered that
the baby she was carrying had
Down’s syndrome. When Jessie was
only two months old, she was en-
rolled in The Arc of Union County’s
Early Intervention Program, which
offers specialized services to infants
who are at risk for, or are showing
signs of, developmental delays.

Jessie attended weekly speech and
physical therapy sessions and devel-
oped skills such as tracking human
faces and objects. She reached many
milestones, and at age 3, enrolled in
The Arc’s Bright Beginnings Child
Development Center.

Today, Jessie is a happy, good-
natured and energetic third grader in
her local school district. She is deter-
mined to live her life to the fullest.
She has modeled for various publica-
tions, including Toys R Us and Girl
Scout catalogues, and also appeared
on an episode of “Sesame Street.”

Jessie participates in Special Olym-
pics Track and Field and enjoys gym-
nastics, bowling, softball and karate.
She is a wonderful child and her par-
ents are grateful to The Arc and to the
Westfield United Way for the early
support and services that have en-
abled Jessie to be where she is today.

Jessie is just one of many people
with developmental disabilities who
have been given an opportunity to
live a full life with the help of The
Arc of Union County. The Arc has
been in existence since 1949, and its
mission is to empower and support
people with developmental disabili-

ties and their families.
The Arc provides many services for

Union County residents with develop-
mental disabilities during their vari-
ous life stages. It provides early inter-
vention, day care and educational ser-
vices for children. Children also can
participate in Camp Star, a day camp
located in Rahway River Park, where
activities include arts and crafts, mu-
sic, physical education, nature explo-
ration and swimming.

Adults can receive vocational train-
ing and employment services, resi-
dential and support services, special
needs programming and recreation
programs. Every program participant
can receive clinical services, which
include health and behavioral inter-
ventions and rehabilitative therapies.

The Westfield United Way sup-
ports 18 member agencies like The
Arc of Union County through the
generous contributions of local indi-
viduals, businesses and profession-
als. This year’s annual campaign
currently is underway, with a goal of
raising $715,000. Please send your
tax-deductible donations to the
Westfield United Way, 301 North
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090 or
make an online donation at
www.westfieldunitedway.org.

Emerald Society Posts
Date For ‘Irish Fling’
COUNTY – On Sunday, June 8,

the Union County Emerald Society
will host an “Irish Fling” from 12:30
to 4 p.m. outside on the deck at the
Blackthorn Irish Restaurant and Pub,
located at 651 North Michigan Av-
enue in Kenilworth.

During the event, disk jockey Tif-
fany will play Irish favorites and clas-
sic oldies. There also will be raffles
and door prizes. The party will be
held rain or shine. Admission is $25
per person and includes a hot buffet,
dessert, beer, wine and soda.

The Union County Emerald Soci-
ety seeks to celebrate Irish heritage
and culture while also supporting
causes including Project Children,
the Union County Baseball League
and Hurricane Katrina relief.

Sylvie Macdonald Is Named
FLAG Program Director

WESTFIELD – The board of the
FLAG program (Foreign Language
Awareness Group) in Westfield has
appointed Sylvie Macdonald as the
program’s new director. She takes
over from Greet Hershey.

A Westfield resident, Ms.
Macdonald helped launch this pro-
gram in 1988. She has been active
with FLAG since then, teaching both
French and Spanish classes and serv-
ing as a board member.

The board of FLAG also has wel-
comed new board member Caroline
Loffredo, who is a Westfield resi-
dent and FLAG French teacher.

A self-supporting program within
the Westfield Parent Teacher Council
for the past 20 years, FLAG offers
after-school active language classes
in French, Spanish and Chinese to
children in kindergarten through
grade 5, taught by highly trained na-
tive or fluent professional teachers.

In the past, FLAG offered Italian
and Japanese classes and has intro-
duced new language classes for kin-
dergarten children. A new curricu-
lum is implemented for returning
FLAG students.

Registration for FLAG will take
place the first week of school, and
every student will receive a registra-
tion form in their PTO packets.

Classes also are open to children
residing in Westfield but who do not
attend Westfield public schools.

For additional information about
this educational program, call Ms.
Macdonald at (908) 232-4429.

Metro Rhythm Chorus
Offers Free Lessons

CRANFORD – The Metro Rhythm
Chorus will offer a series of three free
vocal lessons for female singers be-
ginning Wednesday, June 4, and con-
tinuing on the two subsequent
Wednesdays, June 11 and 18.

These Guest Night programs will
be held from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, located at Springfield and
Union Avenues.

The Metro Rhythm Chorus is part
of the Sweet Adelines International
organization, a worldwide, non-profit
music education association for
women that seeks to advance the art
form of a cappella harmony, barber-
shop style.

“We are offering the free vocal les-
sons in an effort to interest women in
making music an essential part of their
lives,” said Interim Director Judy Dou-
glas. “Our members come from all
walks of life. We have teachers, home-
makers, nurses and students. Our cho-
rus members range in age from the late
teens to early seventies.”

Guest Night vocal lessons are of-
fered without obligation. Anyone
wishing to attend can stay as long as
they like and participate in the re-
hearsal to whatever degree they are
comfortable. Music will be provided.

A CONTAINER OF FUN…Members of the Garden Club of Westfield gather for
a workshop on container planting at Williams Nursery in Westfield last month.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Jane Maniello, Jane Curtis, Cathleen Lamond,
Nancy Brandt, Mary Ann Malloy, Ruth Paul and Anne Arkel. For club member-
ship information, call (908) 232-3974.

SPIRITED CAMPOREE…Boy Scouts of Troop 73, sponsored by the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield, were among 2,900 scouts from over 150
troops from across the United States who participated in the 2008 West Point
Camporee May 9 to 11 at the West Point Military Academy in New York. Activities
included leadership reaction, canoeing, camouflage painting, military drill, wilder-
ness survival, land navigation, weapons handling and communications.

The Sundance School
and Summer Camp
Limited openings available for our Nursery

Pre-K & Primary (Ages 2 - 6)

Select openings for  Elementary Grades 2 -4

31 years of creative, exceptional education

Open House
Sunday, June 1st - 1 to 4 PM

401 Greenbrook Rd. - North Plainfield
RSVP - (908) 561-5055

www.thesundanceschool.comG
89
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June 2008 Events 

 at the Westfield Memorial Library
Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM Begins June 21 
Closed Sundays  

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

June  5 
June  6 
June 11 
June 13 
June 18 
June 20 
June 20 
June 25 

June 27 

2 and 7 pm 
1:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

7:00 pm 
1:30 pm 
2:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

1:30 pm 

Documentary Film: “Deliver Us from Evil”

TGIF! Italy’s Cities 
Gordon James Jazz Quartet 
Library Closed – Staff Development Day 

Documentary Film: “The Cambridge 28”

TGIF! George Gershwin Remembered 
Merynda Adams plays the harp 
Reading and Book Signing by poet and 
author Frank Finale 
TGIF! Classic Movie Week: “Stage Door”

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

ADULT PROGRAMS

June   2 

June 16 

 3:45 pm 

 9:30 am 

Aesop’s Fables - Roosevelt Middle 
School Children’s Theatre Troup  
Registration for “Catch the Read-
ing Bug” and “Little Listeners” 
Summer Reading Programs begins

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

The Leader • The Times

New Subscriber • Renewal

One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76

College $20 (September - May)

       Name

   Address

         City State ZIP

   Phone #

  Payment Cash Check Charge

        CC #

 Exp. Date

 Signature

Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

Thrift Shop to Feature
Cooking, Garden Books

SCOTCH PLAINS – Hundreds of
cookbooks and gardening books,
among them some “vintage” selec-
tions, will be on sale beginning Sat-
urday, June 7, at 10 a.m. at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop. Located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains,
the shop is all-volunteer operated
and all proceeds are donated back
into the local communities.

The sale will continue until the
following Saturday, June 14. Vari-
ous pieces of kitchen equipment
also will be on display, such as can-
ister sets, cookie jars, utensils and
baking pans. While in the shop, pa-
trons are invited to enter a free Father’s
Day drawing for a five-and-a-half-
inch portable black-and-white televi-
sion with AM/FM radio, complete
with torch, lantern and siren.

Interested persons should write
their name and telephone number on
a slip of paper and put it in the
drawing bag. No purchase is neces-
sary. The drawing will take place on
Thursday, June 12. Individuals need
not be present to win.

Shop hours are 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday. For more information
or directions, call (908) 322-5420.

Fanwood’s Zachary Koch
Honored as Eagle Scout

FANWOOD – Fanwood Boy Scout
Zachary Koch of Troop 33 was for-
mally recognized as an Eagle Scout
at an Eagle Court of Honor May 10 at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

The rank of Eagle is the pinnacle of
a Boy Scout’s career. A
candidate must ad-
vance through five
scout ranks, earn 21
merit badges and take
on positions of leader-
ship and responsibility
within his troop. The
final challenge is an
Eagle Scout Leadership
Service Project, de-
signed and fully car-
ried out by the scout.

Zak’s Eagle Project
conveys an urgent en-
vironmental message.
Working in cooperation with the Bor-
ough of Fanwood’s Environmental
Commission last fall, he organized
and directed volunteers who affixed
special medallions on all storm drains
on Fanwood’s south side.

These markers, along with infor-
mational door hangers left at each
house, remind residents not to foul
the storm drains with trash, oil, pesti-
cides or other waste.

In addition, Zak set up an informa-
tion booth promoting watershed aware-
ness at last year’s Fanny Wood Day
festival. Profits from the sale of T-
shirts he had printed were donated to
the Fanwood Nature Center. Skanska

USA donated materials for the work.
Zak credits his experiences in Boy

Scouting for his own environmental
awareness, including camping trips,
working at the Fanwood Recycling
Center and troop service.

A member of Troop
33 since fifth grade, Zak
has served as a patrol
leader and as the troop’s
senior patrol leader, dur-
ing which he spear-
headed a reform of the
Quartermaster system
and formed a troop
equipment committee.

A sophomore at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, he has
been active in the Air
Force Junior ROTC,
earning the rank of sec-

ond lieutenant. He has lettered in
varsity swimming for the past two
years and is a chess instructor for two
Scotch Plains-Fanwood elementary
schools’ after-school enrichment pro-
grams. His long-term goal is to attend
the United States Military Academy
at West Point. Zak is the son of Kvitka
and Dan Koch of Fanwood.

Troop 33 welcomes new mem-
bers, ages 11 to 17, at any time of the
year. The troop also sponsors a co-ed
Venture Crew for young men and
women ages 14 to 20. For more in-
formation, visit bsatroop33.com
online or call Scoutmaster Tom Loop
at (908) 755-7634.

Author to Spotlight
First Ladies of ’20s

FANWOOD – Author and speaker
Feather Schwartz Foster will enter-
tain the women of the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church with her tales about
the presidents’ wives of the 1920s on
Thursday, June 5, at 6 p.m. in the
church dining room.

Mrs. Foster has had a lifelong in-
terest in Presidential and American
history. She has written and lectured
about her several books, including
“Ladies: A Conjecture of Personali-
ties,” “Garfield’s Train” and “On The
Road With the Old Gals.”

The women of the Presbyterian
Church and guests will partake in a
covered dish dinner prior to Mrs.
Foster’s talk. Attendees may enter the
dining room from McDermott Place
or Marian Avenue. To make reserva-
tions for this program, call Barbara
Knapp at (908) 889-8891.

Zachary Koch

Building Yesterday Today

Small to Large
Additions & Renovations

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com
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Arc Walk-A-Thon on Tap
In Scotch Plains June 8

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Step Up
for The Arc of Union County’s 2008
Walk-A-Thon will be held on Sun-
day, June 8, at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools, lo-
cated at 1776 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. Registration will start at 10
a.m., with the walk beginning at 11
a.m. There is no fee to register.

Free to all participants and volun-
teers of the walk, breakfast snacks
will be provided courtesy of the New
Jersey Masons. Throughout the event,
walkers will be provided with bottles
of water donated by Sam’s Club of
Linden. After walkers have completed

their laps, lunch will be served and
provided by Applebee’s of Watchung.

Participants are invited to form a
walk team of four or more people
and receive personalized T-shirts
with their team name on the back.
Children’s activities also will be
available during the event, including
face painting and games, and music
will be provided as well.

The Arc of Union County, based in
Springfield, is a non-profit, member-
ship-based organization that serves
individuals with developmental dis-
abilities and their families. Its support
services include early intervention, a
state-approved school for children ages
3 to 9, an inclusive preschool program,
a variety of respite services, job train-
ing and placement, year-round recre-
ational activities, summer day camp
and residential services.

This event will be sponsored in
part by Sovereign Bank. For more
information about the walk, call Cari
Libysen, special events coordinator,
at (973) 315-0020. Information also
is available at arcunion.org.

Historical Society Receives
Westfield Rotary Records

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club of
Westfield recently entrusted its his-
torical records to the Westfield His-
torical Society. These records date back
to its founding in 1922 and include
history books, journals, many photo-
graphs, banners and memorabilia. The
historical society is organizing the
club’s records and may display some
of them at a future date at the society’s
new facility on Mountain Avenue.

Comprised of successful business-
men and women wishing to give some-
thing back to the community, the club
conducts many local projects, helps
Eagle Scouts achieve their goals and
participates in international exchanges.

The club sponsors a high school
service club called the Interact Club,
and Early Act service clubs in
McKinley and Jefferson Elementary
Schools in Westfield. Additionally, the
club sponsors Boy Scout Venture Crew
27. All these youth groups do service
projects to help the local community.

The club has maintained a scholar-
ship fund since 1922 to help young
people pursue higher education. In
1967, the club started Pancake Day to
fund scholarships for college students.
Since that time, the club has distrib-
uted $2 million in scholarships.

Local service projects the club runs
include collecting used bicycles to be

recycled as transportation for needy
working people in developing coun-
tries; the Adopt a Highway program
and the Hunger Project, which dis-
tributes food baskets to the poor at
Thanksgiving. The club also supports
the Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless.

Each year, the club presents the
Rotary Philhower Award to an out-
standing elementary school teacher,
which includes a stipend from the
Rotary Club. The club also held a
“Humanitarian Award Dinner” for 20
years, which honored 22 distinguished
Westfield citizens and raised approxi-
mately $150,000 for the Rotary Inter-
national drive to eradicate polio.

The Rotary Club of Westfield has
fielded four district governors, includ-
ing Charles Philhower, William Garbe,
Weyman Steengrafe and, last year, Dr.
D. Michael Hart. Last year, under the
leadership of Club President Dr. Ed
Shen, the club became a 100 percent
Paul Harris Fellow Club. Fewer than 1
percent of the 33,000 Rotary clubs
worldwide achieve this status.

The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
every Tuesday for lunch from 12:15 to
1:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
Guests are always welcome. For more
information, visit westfieldrotary.com.

Optimist Club Recognizes
Oratorical Contest Winners
WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club

of Westfield recently chose Michaela
Tropeano of Roosevelt Intermediate
School as the winner of the club’s
oratorical contest for middle school
students. Aditi Jain and Maura
Heinbokel, both of Edison Interme-
diate School, were named the second
and third place winners, respectively.

With the assistance of fine arts in-
structors Kimberly Jonny and Michael
Altmann, the club honored the three
winners at a dinner on May 14 at
Ferraro’s in Westfield, presenting each
of them with a United States Savings
Bond. Each of the young people also
had received a medallion and a Cer-
tificate of Achievement at the finals.

Seventh-grade Public Speaking stu-
dents at Edison and Roosevelt Schools
in Westfield participated in competi-
tions at their respective schools. Each
gave a public address that was four to
five minutes in length on one of four
topics. Topics included “The Ben-
efits of Volunteerism,” “The Positive
and Negative Effects of Teen Stars on
Their Counterparts,” “The Effects of
Bullying” and “Does Having a Safe
School Infringe on Privacy Rights?”

Faculty and administration selected
10 finalists (five from each interme-
diate school), and members of the
Optimist Club chose the winners. The
other finalists included Chloe Bryen,
Theresa DiPalma, Meghan Fleck,
David Gallagher, Julia Miller, Anika
Niva and Sarah Seitz. Each finalist
received a Certificate of Achievement.

This is the third year the club, which

has been active in the community
since 1989, has sponsored the con-
test. Other programs and service
projects the club organizes and par-
ticipates in include holiday food bas-
kets, the annual Halloween haunted
house, an essay contest, a ninth-grade
orientation service project and the
annual Project Graduation (BASH).

The club also gives annual recog-
nition for special achievements in the
community, including the Friend of
Youth Award, the Karyn Oros Youth
Volunteer Award and the Middle
School Teacher of the Year Award.

Senior Singers Seek
Additional Voices

SCOTCH PLAINS – Several mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains Senior Citi-
zen Advisory Committee who enjoy
singing together are seeking other se-
niors to join them in unstructured sing-
ing sessions. Their idea has the sup-
port of the Scotch Plains Recreation
Commission and resident pianist Skip
Ungar, who will accompany the sing-
ers. There is no charge to participate.

Interested persons are asked to reg-
ister before Sunday, June 1, in Room
113 of the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, located at 430 Park Avenue.

Based on the number of respon-
dents, sessions will be held on Fri-
days from 1 to 2:15 p.m. in the Towne
House at Green Forest Park on
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
For more information, call (908) 322-
6700, extension no. 221.

Emily Katz of Troop 821
Is Gold Award Recipient

FANWOOD – Emily Katz of Se-
nior Girl Scout Troop 821 of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains recently
earned her Gold Award, the highest
award in Girl Scouting. She was
among the honorees at an
awards ceremony that was
held Tuesday at the
Fanwood Presbyterian
Church.

Achieving the Gold
Award requires 30 prereq-
uisite hours each in lead-
ership and career explora-
tion, among other require-
ments. The Gold Award
culminates in a 65-hour
project that the candidate
plans and executes herself.

Emily’s interest in becoming a physi-
cal therapist, along with the current
issues of obesity, diabetes and eating
disorders among children, inspired her
to design a workshop program called
“Have Fun, Stay Healthy.” The project,
geared toward middle school girls in
the community, involved finding pro-
fessionals willing to donate their time
to run fitness, yoga, jazzercise and
nutrition stations for the girls to par-
ticipate in at the workshop.

Participants used what they learned
about nutrition to put together salads
for a free lunch. Each girl also got to
take home a yoga mat, which Emily
arranged to have donated, to encour-
age the girls to continue exercising at

home. Extra yoga mats and a yoga
DVD were donated to Girl Scout
Camp Hoover to inspire girls to learn
lifelong healthy habits on an ongoing
basis.

Emily, a junior at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High
School, is the daughter of
David and Lori Katz of
Fanwood. She is on the
varsity tennis team, volun-
teers in the athletic train-
ing room and plays in the
high school wind ensemble
and in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Jazz. She also is
involved in Amnesty In-
ternational and Schools for

Schools, a club that raises money to-
ward building a school in Uganda.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl
Scout community includes more than
900 girl members from kindergarten
through 12th grade. Currently part of
Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council, it soon will join with sur-
rounding councils to become the Girl
Scouts of the Heart of New Jersey
Council. More information is avail-
able at fanwoodscotchplainsgs.org.

Emily Katz

JCC Offers Students
Summer Memberships
SCOTCH PLAINS  – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey is offering special sum-
mer-only memberships for full-time
college and graduate students.

These memberships are valid
through Sunday, August 31, and pro-
vide full member benefits. Students
may begin the summer with a free
fitness evaluation and orientation.

Student members also may take
advantage of member rates for fit-
ness classes, including yoga and
Pilates, as well as personal training
and massages.

The cost of this special college and
graduate student summer member-
ship is $125. Full-year student mem-
berships are available for students
who attend colleges in the area.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information or to register for a sum-
mer student membership, contact
Membership Services Director Marla
Itzkin at mitzkin@jccnj.org or (908)
889-8800, extension no. 236.

Used Phones to Benefit
Memorial Scholarship
WESTFIELD – The members of

the Northern New Jersey Alumnae
Association of Theta Phi Alpha will
raise funds by collecting old cellular
phones, digital cameras, GameBoys,
MP3 players and empty ink cartridges
to turn in for recycling.

Items may be dropped off between
4 and 10 p.m. daily now through Mon-
day, September 15, at the Knights of
Columbus hall, located at 2400 North
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Donated cel-
lular phones and inkjet cartridges will
be recycled in accordance with Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency regula-
tions or refurbished and reused.

Funds raised will benefit the
Megan V. Beck Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund. A 2002 graduate of
Westfield High School, Megan was
a junior at Kean University and presi-
dent of Kean’s Theta Phi Alpha chap-
ter when she died.

The Northern New Jersey Alum-
nae Association of Theta Phi Alpha
has determined to endow a perma-
nent scholarship in Megan’s memory
and in honor of her life.

Theta Phi Alpha was founded at the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor
in 1912. The women’s fraternity cur-
rently maintains chapters on college
campuses and active alumnae asso-
ciations nationwide.

Attorneys At Law

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

“I loved my Westfield
neighborhood then...

I love my Meadow Lakes
neighborhood now.”

�a not-for-profit corporation.Affiliated with

Call today to schedule a personalized visit, 1-800-564-5705. 

Convenient location to Princeton, NYC and Philadelphia • Over 100 acres 
Dynamic cultural events • State-of-the-art computer center • Magnificent arboretum 

3 sparkling lakes • Indoor and outdoor pool • 18-hole golf course membership 

A Full-Service Senior Living Community
300 Meadow Lakes • East Windsor, NJ 08520 • 1-800-564-5705 • phsseniorliving.com

Deposits are now being accepted for Green Meadows, our new lakeside apartments. 
Prime locations are still available . . . so why wait?

-Weyman Steengrafe

Mothers to Hear Talk
On Communication

CRANFORD – The Wednesday,
June 4 meeting of the Union County
Chapter of Mothers and More will
focus on how couples can sustain a
connection while parenting.

Chapter meetings take place on the
first and third Wednesdays of each
month at 8 p.m. in Room 23 at the
Cranford United Methodist Church,
located at 201 Lincoln Avenue.

Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Michael Barmak will teach partici-
pants how to improve communication
with their partner and bring back the
romance. He is director of the Postpar-
tum Counseling Center of New Jersey,
located in Cranford, and currently ap-
pears as a couples therapy expert on
the PBS television series “Real Moms,
Real Stories, Real Savvy.”

Mothers and More is a non-profit
organization dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of mothers through sup-
port, education and advocacy. Vari-
ous fun and educational activities
are available. New members are al-
ways welcome. For more informa-
tion, call Lori at (732) 388-4390 or
Katy at (908) 272-4881.

WINNING PUPILS…Westfield intermediate school teachers Kimberly Jonny,
far left, and Michael Altmann, far right, flank Optimist Oratorical Contest
winners, from left to right, Michaela Tropeano (first place), Aditi Jain (second
place) and Maura Heinbokel (third place). Contest coordinator Irv Brand is
pictured second from the right.

Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday Eve ‘til 9 • SUN 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069    valleyfurnitureshop.com    (908) 756 - 7623 

Kindel • Stickley • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • DR Dimes • French Heritage

SHOP OUR GALLERIES FOR HUGE SAVINGS ON NEW ORDERS TOO
STICKLEY, SHIFMAN, LEATHER AND FRENCH HERITAGE

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

63rd ANNUAL MEMORIAL CLEARANCE SALE
TENT SALE - SPECTACULAR REDUCTIONS - SAVE 35-70%
Shifman Bedding Sale - Lowest Prices of the Year on the Entire Collection

SALE EXTENDED THRU SUNDAY, JUNE 1ST
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WF Resident Receives
NJTEA Excellence Award

WESTFIELD — Dave Richards, of
Westfield, recently received the New
Jersey Technology Education Award
(NJTEA) Middle School Program Ex-
cellence Award.

Mr. Richards graduated from
Millersville University with a Bachelor
in Science. He has been teaching at
Mount Pleasant Middle School in

Livingston for the past two years.
Mr. Richards introduced many new

units of instruction and activities, in-
cluding the Solar Springs project and
Google Sketch Up, in the curriculum.

“He has done an outstanding job
updating the facilities and instructional
materials,” said technology education
supervisor, James Novotny.

Mr. Richards was also a recipient of
a grant from Exxon this year and has
been actively involved with the NJTEA.

“Of importance to the program is the
cross-curricular connections that Dave
is making with other program areas,”
added Novotny. “I think this really sets
the MPMS technology education pro-
gram apart from others in the State.”

“We congratulate Dave for receiving
this distinguished award,” said Louis
Melchor, MPMS Principal. “We ap-
preciate all he does to promote the
technology program here at MPMS
and prepare our students with the skills
they will eventually need to be success-
ful in a technological society.”

“The award has been quite an honor
to me by recognizing the many im-
provements made to the program,” Mr.
Richards said.

Each year the NJTEA recognizes
one outstanding program, teacher and
administrator in Technology Educa-
tion. The winner is selected by a com-
mittee of peers and is based on curricu-
lum, instruction and professional de-
velopment.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 
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– Obituaries –
Carol Linn Cavaliere, 60, Parishioner;
Was Employed as Market Researcher

Carol Linn Kennedy Cavaliere, 60,
of Largo, Fla., formerly of Westfield,
passed away on Saturday, May 17, at
Hospice House Woodside in Largo.

Born in Elizabeth to Carol and
Logan Kennedy, Linn graduated with
honors from Linden Hall in Lititz, Pa.
and received an associates’ degree in
fashion merchandising from the Labo-
ratory Institute of Merchandising in
New York City. She worked for many
years at Statistical Research Inc. as a
market researcher.

Linn recently was a member of the
First Baptist Church in Westfield and,

prior to that, was a member of the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
in Scotch Plains. She was active in
the Willow Grove Gadabouts and the
12 O’Clock Club. Linn also was a
past vice president of Women for
Women of Union County.

Her other interests included read-
ing, Bible study, cats and spending
time with her grandchildren.

She was predeceased by her par-
ents.

Surviving are her husband, An-
drew Cavaliere, and her son, Robert
Sleesman, daughter-in-law, Colleen
Sleesman, and grandchildren, Ashley
and Logan Sleesman, of Pinellas
Park, Fla.

Services were held on Saturday,
May 24, at the chapel at Ranchero
Village in Largo, Fla. Arrangements
were by the Neptune Society of Palm
Harbor, Fla.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be sent to the First Bap-
tist Church, 170 Elm Street, Westfield,
N.J. 07090 in support of the Church
Building Fund.

May 29, 2008

Anne Smith, 76
Anne Benfer Smith, 76, of Forked

River, formerly of Westfield, died on
Tuesday, May 20, at Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital in New
Brunswick.

Born in Newark and raised in Hill-
side, she had lived in Westfield for 55
years and in Forked River the last two
years.

Mrs. Smith had been a clerk for 35
years with the Plainfield Post Office,
retiring in 1998. She also was trea-
surer of the Plainfield Credit Union.

Her husband, Walter Smith, prede-
ceased her in 1990.

Surviving are three daughters,
Helene Zupko, Linda Hogrelius and
Tracey Famula; three sons, Robert
Smith, Craig Smith and Jason Smith;
eight grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, May 24, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Burial took place at Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery in East Orange.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

May 29, 2008

Mildred Cox, 95
Mildred Trautwein Cox, 95, of

Westfield died on Tuesday, May 20,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Newark, she was raised in
West Orange. She had lived for 45
years in Union before moving to
Westfield 20 years ago.

Mrs. Cox had been a nurse’s aide at
Union Hospital in Union, having re-
ceived her nursing training at Marga-
ret Hague Hospital in Jersey City.
She also was a member of the Union
Hospital Auxiliary.

Her husband, Kenneth B. Cox, pre-
deceased her in 1967.

Surviving are two daughters and
sons-in-law, Virginia Rorden and her
husband, Warren, and Leila Amato
and her husband, John; four grand-
children and nine great-grandchildren.

Services were held on Tuesday,
May 27, at the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Burial followed at Hollywood Me-
morial Park in Union.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to a favorite charity.
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High School Students Help
University Researchers

SCOTCH PLAINS — A group of
nine sophomores at The Pingry
School, including one from Scotch
Plains, have created physical models
for viral enzymes that are effective in
destroying harmful bacteria.

This year’s team members are
Becky Krakora of Scotch Plains,
Jonathan Ciriello, Mac Cordrey,
Danielle Cosentino, Calvin Jones,
Bozhena Lisko, Yamini Nabar, Will
Pinke and Neha Srivastava.

The students’ research should help
scientists working on new treatments
against disease-causing bacteria.

The students worked on the project
through May of this year as members
of Pingry’s SMART Team. SMART
(Students Modeling a Research Topic)
teams are teams of high school stu-
dents that collaborate with university
researchers in creating physical mod-
els of proteins the researchers are
studying.

This year 29 high schools partici-
pated in the program.

Pingry’s SMART team worked with
Rockefeller University scientists
Vince Fischetti and Ray Schuch in
creating physical models of lytic en-
zymes that kill bacteria.

These lytic enzymes are released
by viruses known as bacteriophages,

or phages, which exclusively infect
bacteria. Phages have attracted inter-
est from scientists seeking new ways
to kill antibiotic-resistant bacteria.
Tests on phage lytic enzymes show
that they kill bacteria instantly.

One of the lytic enzymes the Pingry
students studied is effective against
Bacillus anthracis, the bacteria that
causes anthrax, while the other is
effective against Staphylococcus
aureus bacteria, which can cause
pneumonia and meningitis.

The physical models the Pingry
students constructed will help guide
Dr. Fischetti in modifying the en-
zymes for medical use.

“In order to use these enzymes
therapeutically they need to be modi-
fied to allow them to remain in the
blood for longer periods of time…The
models will allow us to make better
decisions as to where these modifica-
tions need to occur so that they do not
interfere with the activity of the en-
zymes,” Dr. Fischetti said.

During Pingry’s Spring Break in
March, the SMART team traveled to
San Diego, where the students pre-
sented a poster on their models at the
American Society for Biochemistry
and Molecular Biology (ASBMB)
annual meeting.

GET SMART…The Pingry School SMART Team. In the back row, left to right:
Pingry Science Teacher and SMART Team Supervisor Tommie Hata, Dr. Ray
Schuch, Will Pinke, Calvin Jones, Mac Cordrey, Jonathan Ciriello, Becky
Krakora. Front row, left to right: Bozhena Lisko, Neha Srivastava, Danielle
Cosentino, Yamini Nabar and Vince Fischetti.

LEADING LOWER SCHOOL...On
May 9, Briella and Jake Payami, of
Scotch Plains, were the Lower School
“Heads for the Day” at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison. Briella, a
first grader, and Jake, a third grader,
greeted students upon arrival, made
announcements at Lower School lunch
and met with Lower School Head
Regina Bassoul-Restivo. Pictured, left
to right, are: Ms. Bassoul-Restivo,
Briella, Kapriana (Briella and Jake’s
sister) and Jake. Briella, Jake and
Kapriana are the children of Maurice
and Renee Payami of Scotch Plains.

Starlite Chorale Posts
Spring Concert Dates
CLARK — The Starlite Chorale

will perform its spring concert during
the first weekend in June at the
Osceola Presbyterian Church, located
at 1689 Raritan Road in Clark.

Under the direction of Dr. Tony
Godlefski, this 16-member choral
group will perform on Friday, June 6,
at 8 p.m. and Sunday, June 8, at 4:30
p.m. Entitled “Summertime Ser-
enade,” the concert will feature swing
tunes, Big Band standards, summer
songs and Broadway hits.

Admission is $15, $10 for senior
citizens and free for children. Tickets
may be reserved by calling (973) 768-
6720, or purchased at the door.

WF’s Zachary Schwartz
Honored with Caring Award
WESTFIELD — The Middlesex

County Guidance Council recently
honored Zachary Schwartz, a senior
at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison and the son of Dr. and Mrs.
Malcolm Schwartz of Westfield, dur-
ing the organization’s 21st Annual
Caring Awards Ceremony.

The award honors students who
have made significant contributions
to their schools and communities.

Zachary has been a volunteer with
the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
since 2007, as well as a peer leader at
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield since
2006. He has also performed com-
munity service activities at Naomi’s
Way, a transitional housing facility
for homeless mothers in New
Brunswick, since 2004. At Wardlaw-
Hartridge, Zachary has been a peer
leader, providing guidance for ninth
graders by helping them adjust to
school and social situations.

A certified Emergency Medical

Technician(EMT) and lifeguard,
Zachary has worked at Chelsea As-
sisted Living since 2006 as a con-
cierge, and he worked at a childcare
facility in Westfield. He has also
worked as an EMT in Connecticut
during the summer, an activity that
has inspired him to establish a stu-
dent-run EMT at Quinnipiac Univer-
sity next year, where he will be at-
tending college.

In nominating him for the Caring
Award, Susan Swenson, director of
College Counseling at Wardlaw-
Hartridge wrote: “Often described as
a responsible young man with a strong
sense of commitment to those things
about which he is passionate, Zachary
takes great pride in all of his accom-
plishments. His enthusiasm, commit-
ment and self-motivation have been
inspiring to all around him. His
achievements are not just for the
moment, but are lifelong accomplish-
ments.”

WF Students Receive
Honor Roll Status

WESTFIELD – Two local college
students received honor roll status at
Washington and Lee University.
Colette Moryan, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Jeffrey Moryan, of Westfield,
and William Harbaugh, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Mark Harbaugh, of
Westfield, both achieved honor roll
status for the winter term.

Late Kean English
Professor Honored

UNION — The memory of late Kean
University English professor Mary
Kaye Millard was honored at a recent
ceremony, where three Kean students
received the memorial McDonnell-
Millard Prize for Distinguished Writ-
ing in College Composition and one
professor was awarded the McDonnell-
Millard Adjunct Faculty Fellowship.

The 2008 student awardees are: first
runner-up Marjorie Michel, who was
awarded $250; second runner-up
Alexander Rosen, who received $150;
and the winner Sandra Abujawdeh, who
took home $350. Faculty recipient Saul
Cohen was awarded $250.

Ms. Millard was a specialist in com-
position instruction with expertise in
developing adult thinkers through the
process of writing. Two weeks after she
was appointed as an assistant professor,
Ms. Millard was diagnosed with cancer
and eventually succumbed to the ill-
ness.

Ms. Millard’s family, including her
mother, Dorothy McDonnell, her sis-
ter, Jane Steele, and Jane’s husband,
Michael, her son, Ross, and daughter,
Alice, as well as her brothers Peter, Paul
and Richard McDonnell established
the awards.

WF Student Receives
Memorial Award

WESTFIELD — Alexandra Pecora
has been selected as the 2008 recipient
of the Brian Piccolo Memorial Award.
This award, given by UNICO National,
the largest Italian-American service or-
ganization in the United States, recog-
nizes students who have achieved ex-
cellence academically and athletically
as well as “service about self”.

Alexandra, a Westfield High School
senior, is co-captain of her softball team,
JV captain of the field hockey team,
and was nominated for the award by
field hockey coach, Molly Phelan, soft-
ball coaches Tara Pignoli and Caitlin
MacDonald, and WHS Athletic Direc-
tor, Ed Tranchina.

Eight Union County students were
honored at an awards banquet held on
May 4, at Snuffy’s Pantagis Restaurant.

Alexandra is the daughter of Francine
Lubrano-Pecora and Richard Pecora.

Local Cadet Graduates
From The Citadel

WESTFIELD — Cadet Sean Rich-
ard Callahan of Westfield graduated
May 3 from The Citadel, The Mili-
tary College of South Carolina, where
he earned a bachelor’s degree in Mod-
ern Languages.

U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham (R-
S.C.) delivered the commencement
address to the South Carolina Corps
of Cadets and active duty military
students who participated in the
graduation ceremony.

Cadet Callahan also achieved
dean’s list and a Gold Star for achiev-
ing a 3.7 grade point average or higher.

Ann Marie Poladian, 39
Ann Marie Poladian, 39, of

Garwood, formerly of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
died on Saturday, May 24.

Her mother, Deborah Marie Siano,
predeceased her.

Surviving are her husband, Michael
Poladian; her son, Ryan Poladian,
and her daughter, Casey Poladian.

The funeral was held on Tuesday,
May 27, from the Dooley Funeral
Home, 218 North Avenue, West, in
Cranford. A Mass of Christian Burial
followed at St. Anne’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Garwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Atlantic Healthcare Hos-
pice, 33 Bleeker Street, Millburn, N.J.
07041.

May 29, 2008

Mary Ceklosky, 65
Mary Priscilla Ceklosky (Wilson),

65, of Westfield died on Monday,
May 26, at Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital in Rahway.

Mrs. Ceklosky was born in
Johnstown, Pa. and had lived in
Bayonne before moving to Westfield
35 years ago. She was a loving wife,
mother and grandmother who enjoyed
knitting, crocheting and traveling.

Surviving are her husband, Michael;
six daughters, Marlene and Louis
Iacoponi, Priscilla and Paul Duncan,
Audrey and Doug Logar, Michele
Ceklosky, Justine and Dave Logar and
Monica and Jim Gildea; nine grand-
children; a brother, Harold Wilson,
and three sisters, Marlene Cathey,
Maxine Myers and Alice Nicholas.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, May 29, at
the Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake
Funeral Home, 582 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield. The funeral will be
held at 9 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, May
30, from the funeral home, with a 10
a.m. mass to follow at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Interment will be at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions to
the American Cancer Society or St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital
would be appreciated.

May 29, 2008

BEST OF THE BEST…Fourth-grade student authors from Essex and Union
County schools were honored by Celebrate NJ! on May 13 at the Livingston Mall.
Their work was selected as part of the 2008 statewide “Best of the Best” list for
outstanding achievement in journalism. Students were chosen from over 6,000
fourth-grade participants in the program this year.

Young Student Authors
Honored by Celebrate NJ!

SCOTCH PLAINS — Fourth-grade
student authors from Essex and Union
Counties were honored by Celebrate
NJ! on May 13 at the Livingston Mall.
Their work was selected as part of the
2008 statewide “Best of the Best” list
for outstanding achievement in jour-
nalism.

Selected students represented the
following schools: Robert Morris
School, Elizabeth; J. Ackerman Coles
Elementary School, Scotch Plains; St.
Bartholomew Academy, Scotch Plains;
and Brookdale Avenue School, Verona.
Students were chosen from more than
6,000 fourth-grade participants in the
program this year.

Celebrate NJ!, a non-profit organi-
zation in Freehold, conducts a state-
wide writing contest designed to help
students build writing skills as they
connect to their home state.

Executive Director Karen Hatcher
said, “I was impressed by this year’s
winners. They selected topics that sur-
prised our judges and they showed
great poise in front of hundreds of
people. If tonight is any indication, I
think NJ’s future is well in hand!”

Celebrate NJ!’s school program is
an interactive online program designed
to make the required study of New
Jersey enjoyable and engaging for
fourth-grade students and teachers.

The ultimate goal is to create a news-
paper for the kids, written by the kids,

celebrating New Jersey.
Peggee Klastava, from St.

Bartholomew Academy in Scotch
Plains, said, “The children in my social
studies class loved researching and shar-
ing their favorite New Jersey people
and places. They really showed that
they were proud of their state.” She also
stated that the awards ceremony “was
exciting and wonderful” for the stu-
dents.

The students also received a con-
gratulatory letter from Mayor Martin
Marks of Scotch Plains.

DAY IN THE LIFE OF…Children’s author Dan Gutman gave students a peek
into “a day in the life of a children’s book writer” when he spoke at McKinley
Elementary School. After giving an inspirational speech, a few “Dan Fans” were
given the honor of having lunch with Mr. Gutman where they shared pizza,
writing tips and trade secrets with each other.

Church Women to Hold
‘Needle Nite’ on June 6

FANWOOD – The women of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church will
present a “Needle Nite” program on
Friday, June 6, at 7:30 p.m. in the
church’s Westminster Hall, located
on Marian Avenue in Fanwood.

An overview of the program pro-
vided by the organizers of “Needle
Nite” stated that, “if you have a de-
sire to learn a new needle skill, the
women of the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church will be glad to help you.

“If you would like to use your
needle skills to benefit Children’s
Specialized Hospital with quilts or
afghans, the women of the Fanwood

Presbyterian Church will be glad to
have you join them. Their goal this
year is 25 quilts.”

Begun in the fall of 2002, “Needle
Nite” offers participants, including
novices, the opportunity to learn new
skills, complete unfinished projects
and begin new projects.

Materials, patterns and guidance
will be available during the session.
Walk-ins are welcome. For further
information on “Needle Nite,” inter-
ested individuals are asked to call the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church office
at (908) 889-8891 or e-mail
fanwoodpres@erols.com.
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Honor Roll
Roosevelt Intermediate School

Third Marking Period

WESTFIELD — Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School Principal Stewart
Carey announced that the following
seventh and eighth grade Westfield
students were named to the third
marking period honor roll for the
2007-2008 school year. They are:

7th Grade Distinguished
Honor Roll

Juliana Albano, Jennifer Amador, Lauren
Anzevino, Valentina Bonnefil, Chloe Bryen,
Kathryn Capodanno, Colleen Caprario, Andres
Chang, Katelizabeth Chin, Cassandra Clark,
Samuel Cravo, David Cui, Elizabeth Cusick,
Peter Fagan, Brian Farrell, Erin Fitzpatrick,
Emma Forstenhausler, Angela Gallagher, Col-
leen Gallagher, Daniel Gallagher, Edmund
Han, Allison Hecht, Rachel Hertzberg, Emily
Hutchinson, Molly Jennings, Jessica Kenny,
Geoffrey Ko, Marina Kovalenko, Alexander
Laitamaki, Caitlin Lawrie, Steven Lee, Francis
Leong, Jennifer Mandelblatt, Jeffrey Marino,
Catherine Meixner, Eric Mikalauskas, Olivia
Mobarakai, Jessie Murray, Michaela Nies, Eric
Oberman, Molly Prybylski, James Reynolds,
Brett Ripperger, Kyra Sagal, Benjamin
Schwartz, Colleen Sheridan, Anna Simon,
Connor Swingle, Margaret Tanji, Austen Thien,
Katherine Towers, Michaela Tropeano, Natalie
Tupper, Kelly Vasel, Garrett Williamson, Alana
Zepka, Brian Zilberberg

7th Grade Honor Roll
Andrew Aldana, Anthony Aldana, Jas-

mine Aldana, Oria Alexander, Steven Amato,
Delia Annitsakis, Megan Ariola, Mariah Baker,
Lucas Bizzaro, Alexander Breakstone, Chris-
tian Burgdorf, Joe Burke, Kristen Burns, John
Jack Campbell, Madelyn Cannone, Riyad
Carey, Michael Cash, Ian Cauley, Grace Cerra,
Daniel Cetlin, Celia Childs, Jack Colwell, Mary
Cornwell, Theresa De Palma, Liam Devin,
Giana Di Giorgio, Hailey Dobosiewicz,
Samantha Doles, Claire Dorwart, Mark
Eisenhauer, Samuel Eliades, Christian Fechter,
Lisa Federico, Alyssa Fernandez, Benjamin
Fine, Jesse Finver, Austin Fishman, Mark
Frega, Andrew Fromm, Kyla Gargiulo, Mat-
thew Gates, Brett Glen, Matthew Gordner,
Jayne Gradel, Jacob Greenberg, Adam Greene,
Caroline Greenspan, Elizabeth Griesmer, Mat-
thew Haner, Brenton Harries, Christopher
Harris, Mark Hartzell, Alexander Herbster,
Asher Horowitz, Lilly Horowitz, Aidan
Hughes, Taylor Jackson, Miranda Jakubek,
Alexander Jeffery, Carissa Jenkins, Lisa John,
Ashley Kaiser, Liam Keller, Sonya Khedr,
Lauren Koenigsberg, Valerie La Porta, Daniel
Lacorte, William Lavelle, Daniel Luzzi, Julia
Mannino, Svetlana Marhefka, Cassandra
Masciale, Hannah Mc Roberts, Liam
McElheny, Drew Mellusi, Tyler Melofchik,
Valerie Mennona, Kevin Mikovits, Justin
Mitchell, Gregory Morano, Sophie Mushell,
Jack Mustard, Anika Niva, Michael Paone,
Victoria Parsloe, Grace Partridge, Elana
Pascoguin, Scott Pass, John Peterson, Gregory
Rachman, Kendall Reid, Elinor Reinhardt,
Henry Resnikoff, Lindsay Ripperger, Chan-
dler Robertson, Samantha Rohwetter, Thomas

Ross, Aaron Rubin, Charlotte Russo, Lillian
Russo, Joseph Salmon, William Sanders, Tyler
Schiavo, Alexander Schiffer, Tara Sciortino,
Joel Seltzer, Leon Shum, Lilly Sisto, David
Solomon, Laura Streaman, Elisabeth Sulmont,
Emma Tabachnick, Annalyn Tanella, Ryan
Tormey, Jennifer Tresnan, Briana Virzi, Kirsten
Von Der Wroge, Matthew Webb, Courtney
Weiss, Reece Zakarin, Nicole Zimmerman,
Jessica Zucker

8th Grade Distinguished
Honor Roll

Alana Basil, Markian Borkowsky,
Madeline Chandler, Sarah Chandler, Sarah
Collins, Rebecca Daaleman, Samantha Ellner,
Rory Fitzpatrick, Katherine Fox, Caroline
Gelinne, William Geoghegan, Alex
Goldschmidt, Zoe Greenburg, Caitlin Hering,
Alexandra Hoffman, Taylor Ingber, Katharine
Jaruzelski, Alexandra Jason, Kaitlyn Johnson,
Kelly Kalis, Elizabeth Kuehn, Thomas Lutz,
Finbar Martinson, Marc Mazzucco, Kavita
Mehta, Hannah Millen, Emily Miller, Katie
Morris, Kevin Oster, Olivia Pecora, Audrey
Peterson, Keith Peterson, Julia Queller, Patrick
Reilly, Jack Rickles, Ilana Rood, Madeline
Rosenberg, Charles Scott, Jessica Sipe,
Stephanie Tepper, Brian Vander Schaaf, Tyler
Varian, Hannah Weeks, Michael Woods,
Caroline Zee

8th Grade Honor Roll
Edward Allen, Grace Antonelli, Arjun

Asija, Meghan Bachmann, Eunbyeol Baek,
Sam Baldwin, Loren Ball, Mia Ballan, Tara
Bange, Zachary Bebel, Daniel Berke, Caroline
Bertoni, Joy Binder, Alexander Bond, Morgan
Bowen, Alexandra Caggiano, Eleanor Callinan,
Nicholas Canavan, Philip Cara, Robert
Ciardullo, Emily Clauss, Maura Colwell, Kelly
Anne Crowley, Jonathan David, Alexandra
Davidson, Sydney Doskow, Patrick Dyer, Max
Edelsack, Caroline Ehrhardt, Nicholas Ertman,
Allison Faktor, Andrew Felix, Abraham Fertig-
Cohen, Richard Fletcher, Christopher
Gerckens, Kendall Hagan, Brennan Haley,
Kelsey Hall, Matthew Hall, Andrew Hay,
Hannah Hays, Nick Hering, Kelly Higgins,
Matthew Huff, Erica Jakub, Patrick Johnson,
Michael Kalimtzis, Jenna Karnofsky, Ashley
Kattak, Lawrence Keating, Kurt Kowalski,
Marilyn Kowalski, Eric Kozlowski, Kayla
Krasnoo, Dara Levy, Carolyn Maguire, Rich-
ard Malacrea, Max Mancini, Anna Margolis,
Katie Marino, Nicole Marques, Cali Mazzara,
Joseph Mc Donald, Peter Mebane, Jessica
Morse, Julianne Mucci, Sarah Murphy,
Caroline O Connor, Mary Jane O Connor,
Stephanie Olson, Gabriella Pirrone, Brian Pol-
lock, Elizabeth Queisser, Sarah Ramire, Henry
Ritter, Sam Rosenburgh, Megan Roth, Alexa
Rothenberg, Alexandra Rubin, Rebecca Sarkos,
Abigail Sawers, Kate Schell-Sheehan, Casey
Schuster, Kayla Seigelstein, Sara Shields,
Kendra Simcox, Ashley Simmons, Emily
Smith, Mercedes Smith, Samantha Sterba, Ross
Sugarman, Haley Tanella, Rebecca Tunis,
Alexa Turitz, Thomas Walsh, Peter Wanfried,
Victoria Wang, Aimee Wenta, Daniel Wolf,
Ross Workman, Katherine Yamano, Madison
Yarusi, Jacob Ziff

WCW Announces 2008
Scholarship Winners

WESTFIELD — The Woman’s
Club of Westfield is awarding eight
Spring 2008 Scholarships to worthy
Westfield High School students. Each
winner will receive a $5,000 fresh-
man grant.

The award ceremony took place at
the Masonic Lodge in Westfield. Along
with members of WCW and the
student’s families, Assemblyman Jon
M. Bramnick, Dr. Margaret Dolan
Superintendent of Westfield Schools
and Interim WHS Principal Dennis
Fyffe also attended.

General Scholarship Winners are:
Catherine Cognetti, the daughter

of Sherilyn and Anthony Cognetti.
Catherine has earned 11 varsity let-

ters. Her grade
point average is
4.17 and she has
taken nine honor
c l a s s e s .
Catherine is a
member of the
National Honor
Society, is a Peer
Minister and has
worked as a
playground di-

rector. She will attend Loyola Col-
lege of Maryland and major in politi-
cal science.

Christina Cognetti is Catherine’s
twin and daughter of Sherilyn and
Anthony Cognetti. Christina has vol-
unteered at Children’s Specialized
Hospital and worked as a camp coun-
cilor. She is a
member of The
National Honor
Society and the
French Honor
Society. She has
a reputable soc-
cer career and
pushes her team-
mates to suc-
ceed. Christina
will attend the University of Scranton
and major in occupational therapy.

Elise Colasanti is the daughter of
Regina and John Colasanti. She has
volunteered a minimum of twenty
hours a week with the Westfield Res-

cue Squad. Elise is
a member of the Na-
tional Honor Soci-
ety and is a Ventnor
Scholar. She has
taken Honors and
AP classes in every
area. Elise will at-
tend Muhlenberg
College and major

in biology.
Rose Driscoll. Rose is the daugh-

ter of Margaret and Myles Driscoll.
She has been a valuable member and
fierce competitor for WHS track:
cross-country, winter and spring
teams. Rose was captain of all three.
She has taken challenging courses,

and has been inducted
into the National
Honor Society. Rose
will attend the Univer-
sity Scranton and ma-
jor in occupational
therapy.

Kristian Wendel is
the daughter of Deborah and Warren
Wendel. She has had a challenging
course schedule while attending WHS
and maintains a high grade point av-
erage. She excels
on the softball field
and she also plays
basketball. Krissy
is a member of the
National Honor
Society, plays the
viola in the Sym-
phony Orchestra
and has received
the Girl Scout Silver Award. Krissy
will attend St. Francis University and
major in physical therapy.

Matthew Wolski is the son of
Lorraine and Michael Wolski. He is a
member of the National Honor Soci-
ety and a strong yet
considerate stu-
dent. Matt is a Boy
Scout, an Eagle
Scout and is in
Who’s Who
Among American
High School Stu-
dents. Matt plays
the trumpet for the
WHS concert band, plays baseball
and volunteers for Meals on Wheels.
Matt is a talented artist and has had
his art work displayed. He will attend
Steven’s Institute of Technology and
major in mechanical engineering.

The Erma Sloane Chambers schol-
arship is given for community ser-
vice. This year the tribute goes to:

Angela Kerins.
Angela is the

daughter of Sally and
John Kerins. She has
earned the Silver and
Gold Girl Scout
Awards. Angela is a
Peer Minister and
took part in the Model

United Nations club. Her grade point
average is over 4.0 and she is a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society.
She is an acting member of the drama
club, and has been very involved in
theater and music in WHS and in the
Community. Angela will attend the
College of New Jersey and major in
political science and chemistry.

The Antiques Department Schol-
arship is bestowed in the name of
former WCW member Ruth L.
Quadenfield and this year is given to
E l i z a b e t h
Harbaugh.

Elizabeth is
the daughter of
Barbara and
Paul Harbaugh.
She is a mem-
ber of the Na-
tional Honor
Society and has
a passion for
creative writing. Elizabeth received
both the Silver and Gold Girl Scout
Awards. She debated in the Model
United Nations, was a member of the
yearbook staff, took part in the Tran-
sition Project and was a contributing
writer and served as review Page
Editor for WHS’s newspaper. Eliza-
beth is a Peer Minister and a C.C.D
teacher. She will attend Carnegie
Mellon University and major in En-
glish.

Catherine Cognetti

Christina Cognetti

Elise Colasanti

Elizabeth Harbaugh

Kristian Wendel

Matthew Wolski

Angela Kerins

ABOVE AND BEYOND…WHS students are honored at the Woman’s Club of
Westfield’s Scholarship Award Ceremony. Pictured are: Assemblyman Jon M.
Bramnick, Dr. Margaret Dolan, Superintendent of Westfield Schools and Interim
WHS Principle Dennis Fyffe. Assemblyman Bramnick gave each winning student
a certificate of official recognition from the Legislature.

Local Student Receives
Travel Grant to Italy
SCOTCH PLAINS — Jennifer

Gaglioti of Scotch Plains, who at-
tends Loyola College, will participate
in the Ambassador Peter F. Secchia
Voyage of Discovery program. This
program sends Italian-American stu-
dents on an all-expenses-paid educa-
tional trip to Italy.

The program is sponsored by the
National Italian American Founda-
tion (NIAF), which will be sending 40
students to Italy’s Campania region
from June 3 through 12.

“The goal of NIAF’s Voyage of
Discovery program is to strengthen
Italian-American students’ under-
standing of their heritage and the con-
tributions Italy is making to the United
States and the world,” NIAF Chair-
man A. Kenneth Ciongoli said.

On the trip, students will travel the
country, attend conferences with lo-
cal politicians, enjoy cooking lessons,
hear from experts on the region’s so-
cial problems and visit the Italian
Parliament in Rome.

Westfield Students
Receive Spring Awards

WESTFIELD — Morristown-
Beard School held its Academic
Awards Ceremony on April 30. Three
Westfield students were honored with
Spring Awards for academic and moral
excellence. Awards were presented to:

Ava Scheininger, grade 12, who was
inducted into the Cum Laude Society;
Evan Bakst, grade 10, who was in-
ducted into the Spanish Honor Soci-
ety; and Meghan Evans, grade 12,
who received the Susan Marie May
Art Award.

FW Student Makes
Savannah Dean’s List
FANWOOD — Jesse Bruch of

Fanwood made the dean’s list at the
Savannah College of Art and Design in
Savannah, Ga., for winter quarter 2008.

Full-time undergraduate students
who earn a grade point average of 3.5 or
above for the quarter receive recogni-
tion on the dean’s list.

Jesse is an Interactive Design/Game
Development major.

Rose Driscoll

Westfield Students Receive
Top Scores in French Exam
WESTFIELD – A record of 105

students from Westfield High School
(WHS) took part in the nationwide
“Grand Concours” French exam. The
exam includes listening, reading com-
prehension, grammar and culture
questions.

Over 100,000 elementary and sec-
ondary students take part in this exam
and almost 4,000 of these students
came from New Jersey.

Recent announcements of test re-
sults indicate that WHS has 31 New
Jersey laureates and 23 nationally
ranked students. Pingry School also
announced three students from the
area who were placed within the top
10 in the state.

Three WHS students ranked first in
the state, and two students are na-
tional winners. Abigail Burton and
Siyu Xiao in level 2, both achieved
first place in the state and in the
nation. Samantha Ritter in level 4,
placed first in the state and third na-
tionally.

The top five students for each level
in the state are invited to an awards
ceremony on Thursday, May 22 at 7
p.m. at Rutgers University. The cer-
emony will be hosted by the Ameri-
can Association of Teachers of French.

Also attending the event is the As-
sociation President, WHS teacher,
Marie-Laure Hollander, Dr. Wilhem-
Darnis, Honorary Consul of France
for New Jersey, as well as the Cul-
tural attachés from the French Con-
sulate and the Quebec Government
Delegation.

The following WHS and Pingry
students all placed within the top ten
in the state or nationally:

Level One: Sergio Gomez (Pingry).
Level Two: Patrick Conlon,

Katherine Frega, Joshua Mazen,
Kevin Mulvey, Priyanka Nayer,
Megan Reilly and Matthew Ritter.

Level Three: Mark Bishop, Abigail
Burton, Monica Damico, Mary
McKevitt, Joshua Perlman, Amy
Rosenfeld, Darla Stabler, Yixao Wang,
George Wharam and Siyu Xiao.

Level Four: Kathryn Abruzzo,
Stephanie Albright, Sara Birkenthal,
Alex Chartrain, Meghan Hager
(Pingry) Allison Jakobovic, Jennifer
Jean-Louis, Ross Kettleson, Christo-
pher Latimer, Elaheh Nozari, Angela
Ramirez (Pingry) Samantha Rittter,
Abigail Ryan, Jeannette Sharpless,
Eriene-Heidi Sidhom and Marisa
Stotter.

Level Five: Lindsay Walsh.

Spanish Class Fights Poverty
WESTFIELD — Eighth-grade stu-

dents in Lynne Gerber’s Spanish class
at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in
Westfield raised
$2,600, which
they presented in
a check to Heifer
International, an
organization com-
mitted to ending
poverty and hun-
ger through sus-
tainable resource
gifts, specifically
livestock and en-
v i ronmen ta l l y
sound agriculture.

“This is the first
year my students
and I have col-
lected for a cause
that will purchase
livestock and tree seedlings in an
effort to bring self-reliance to a fam-
ily or a town,” explained Ms. Gerber.

Roosevelt students raised funds
through family donations by prepar-
ing a simple meal of beans and rice in
lieu of a more elaborate meal at home

or in a restaurant.
“I’m so proud of what these eighth

graders accom-
plished during the
week we were cel-
ebrating diversity,”
stated Ms. Gerber.
“Our Spanish stu-
dents at Roosevelt
I n t e r m e d i a t e
School have a his-
tory of helping
Hispanics who
have been victims
of natural disas-
ters, such as hurri-
canes, floods,
earthquakes or
catastrophic mud
slides.”

Since 1996, Ms.
Gerber’s classes
have raised over

$8,000 for the American Red Cross’
Disaster Relief Fund.

“As our youngsters learn new lan-
guages, they become sensitive to the
needs and concerns of the people
whose language they are sharing,”
she noted.

GIVING BACK…Eighth graders in
Lynne Gerber’s Spanish class at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield recently gathered in the
school’s auditorium to hear the an-
nouncement of their fundraising ef-
forts to support Heifer International,
an organization that helps diminish
hunger and poverty worldwide.

Westfield Resident Miller
Receives Fulbright Grant

WESTFIELD – Brandt Miller, a
Bates College student from Westfield,
has received a grant for postgraduate
research from the Fulbright U.S. Stu-
dent Program.

Brandt received a research fellow-
ship for work in Mongolia. Through
cultural immersion and a survey of
oral and written narratives, he will
investigate changing Mongolian mas-
culinities.

He hopes his subject groups – no-
madic herders, urban dwellers and
Buddhist monks – will provide insight
into how forces such as tourism, enter-
tainment and business are changing
men’s lives and modifying traditional
ideals.

He will live in the Altai Mountains of
western Mongolia with the nomadic
Kazakhs, the largest minority in
Mongolia, during their falconry sea-
son. He will then stay in the Gobi desert
at the oldest Buddhist monastery in
Mongolia. Lastly, he will conduct re-
search amongst urbanized inhabitants
in the capital city of Ulaanbaatar.

Brandt spent a semester of his jun-
ior year in Mongolia, and immedi-
ately fell in love with the country. “It is
a land filled with such contrasts,” he
says. “You have ancient traditions
mixed with socialist remnants from
the years as a Soviet satellite, and
combining with new influences from
the U.S. and China. Living in yurts,
nomadic herders of camel, reindeer
and yaks contrast with entrepreneurs
of the capital city exposed to discos
and the Internet.”

Brandt plans to use his education as

an English major with a creative writ-
ing concentration and a minor in an-
thropology to write a creative nonfic-
tion piece about his experiences in
Mongolia during this transitional time
for that nation.

“The intimate environment of Bates,
the access to the wonderful minds of
professors and the intellectually curi-
ous student body have fueled my de-
sire to push myself into intellectual
and emotional arenas that I never
thought possible,” Brandt said. “A fel-
lowship, such as the Fulbright, is the
ideal opportunity to utilize my aca-
demic and personal interests during
the first step in my post-college jour-
ney.”

The Fulbright Program, established
in 1946, is sponsored by the U.S. State
Department. Fulbright recipients come
from all 50 states, the District of Co-
lumbia and Puerto Rico and from more
than 250 U.S. institutions, represent-
ing a diverse cross-section of Ameri-
can higher education. About 1,200
U.S. Student Program grants are
awarded each year.

Brandt is the son of Jennifer Brandt
and Jeffrey Miller of Springfield. He
is a 2004 graduate of Morristown-
Beard School.

Fanwood Resident
Finne Earns Masters
FANWOOD – Maryjane Finne of

Fanwood received a Master of Arts
degree for New Brunswick Theologi-
cal Seminary at Kirkpatrick Chapel
at Rutgers University on May 17.

WF’s Euwer and SP’s Watts
Explore Issues of Diversity

SCOTCH PLAINS – This year,
Pingry Headmaster Nat Conard and
Lower School Director Ted Corvino
attended the People of Color Confer-
ence (PoCC) in Boston with 12 col-
leagues and six students, including
Grade 3 teacher Patti Euwer, a resident
of Westfield, and kindergarten teacher
Homa Watts, a resident of Scotch Plains.

The conference, sponsored by the
National Association of Independent
Schools (NAIS), is designed for people
of color who serve in a variety of roles
at independent schools.

According to the NAIS Web site,
teachers, students and administrators
of color from across the country and
world, along with Caucasian allies and
participants, gather to celebrate, nur-
ture, and activate representative diver-
sity, multiculturalism, and equity and
justice for independent schools.

Some of the staff members had at-

tended previous conferences, includ-
ing both Ms. Euwer, and Ms. Watts.

Ms. Watts described the conference’s
origins. “[The] people of color who
were working in various independent
schools…felt that their needs were dif-
ferent than the rest of the community,
and at times, the staff and faculty at
their [respective] schools didn’t under-
stand them. Attending PoCC is… es-
sential to my well-being. I need to go
and recharge my soul,” she said.

Ms. Euwer said, “It is important to
me that all students feel welcome and
safe when they come to school and
walk into my classroom.”

The faculty who attended empha-
sized the long-lasting benefits of at-
tending PoCC, including a deeper un-
derstanding of the issues facing teach-
ers and schools, how to address these
issues and each individual’s role in the
larger picture of diversity.

Franklin Elem. School
Practices the Three R’s

Westfield Family
Performs in Graduation

WESTFIELD — As Montclair State
University celebrated its centennial year,
a Westfield family participated in the
commencement ceremonies at the Izod
Center at the Meadowlands.

Albert Hein was  honored by leading
the procession along with fellow mem-
bers of the Class of 1958, celebrating
their golden anniversary of graduation
from Montclair.

Mr. Hein’s daughter Megan received
her master’s degree in Child Advocacy
from the university. Mr. Hein received
his Bachelor of Arts degree from then-
Montclair State Teachers College in
June 1958 and a Master of Arts degree
from Montclair State College in 1963.

Mr. Hein taught English at Cranford
High School and retired after teaching
for 38 years.

Megan is a graduate of Westfield
High School and earned her Bachelor
of Arts degree in sociology from Mary
Washington University in 2006. She is
now employed as a case supervisor at
the Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates of Passaic County.

WESTFIELD — Franklin Elemen-
tary School in Westfield is going
green. The students and staff have
been doing their part to help the envi-
ronment.

On Earth Day, students attended an
assembly to learn more about the
three R’s – reduce, reuse and recycle.
The fourth-grade students, led by
music teacher Elsa Hahn, sang musi-
cal numbers to celebrate the earth,
including the crowd favorite “This
World is Your World.”

Michele Saltzman’s second-grade
class created a Kid Pix slideshow
highlighting what children can do
everyday to help the environment.

Assistant Principal David Heller an-
nounced that there would be a school-
wide recycling contest. The children
were encouraged to bring in old cell
phones, computer ink cartridges and
DVDs. The winning class would be
treated to an ice-cream party.

In addition to the assembly, Franklin
School has made a conscious effort to
incorporate the three R’s into its daily
routines.

The children are now recycling pa-
per, plastic and milk cartons. The school
is also trying to use less water and
conserve electricity.

“We are excited by and proud of the
children’s initiatives and are looking to

the future to continue our green goals,”
Eileen Cambria, the school’s first-year
principal, said.

COLORBLIND…Two teachers from the surrounding area attended the People
of Color Conference (PoCC) in Boston. At the event, teachers, students, and
administrators of color from across the country and world, along with Caucasian/
White allies and participants, gathered to celebrate diversity, and justice for
independent schools.

WHEEL DONE...Former Westfield Superintendent of Schools William Foley
arrives at Tybee Island outside Savannah, Ga., after completing a cross-country
bike trek to raise money for cancer research. Mr. Foley traveled with a group of
30 riders, passing through nine states and riding almost 3,000 miles in 27 days. The
former superintendent raised $1,500 for the LUNGevity Foundation in memory
of his sister, Cathy, who died of lung cancer.

SPFHS Alumna Earns
Disney Internship

FANWOOD – Sonya Smith-Gar-
ner, a 2004 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School graduate, attended the
Disney College Program Presenta-
tion sponsored by the Centenary
Career Center.

At the presentation, Sonya learned
how to take college courses while
networking with Disney theme
parks, taking the opportunity to build
up her résumé.

Once she has completed her cur-
riculum at Disney, Sonya will gradu-
ate with honors from Centenary Col-
lege in Hackettstown in May.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, May 29, 2008 Page 11

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section
 Pages 11-15

Properties Unlimited 
REALTORS® 

Office: 908-233-9292 ext. 5495 

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST  WESTFIELD, NJ 
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

 

The REAL ESTATE Market is ALIVE and WELL 
 

When you are ready to BUY, SELL or INVEST  I m ready to help. 
 

GEORGE BIPS, REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®    CELL:  908.477.5379 
 

VISIT MY ONLINE REAL ESTATE CENTER 24 HOURS A DAY AT 

www.FinePropertiesNewJersey.com 

KRISSY WENDEL WHACKS DOUBLE, MATTHEW FANS 7

BrH2O Girls Nip Blue Devils
In Softball Quarterfinals, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pitching prowess and a timely
double led the visiting Bridgewater-
Raritan High School softball team to
a 1-0 victory over Westfield in a North
Jersey, Group 4 Section 2 first-round
game on May 21. Panther catcher
Sammy DeSimone drove in the sole
run with a double to deep center in the
third inning.

Junior pitcher Cyndil Matthew (9-
3), who struggled a bit getting the ball
across the plate in a 4-3 loss to Roselle
Park during a Union County
quarterfinal game on May 14, had no
trouble finding the mark against the
18-6 Panthers. She recorded seven
strikeouts, walked only two and
yielded four hits – two in the third
inning.

“Cyndil pitched a really great game
today. I’m proud of the effort she
gave. She struggled a little against
Roselle Park and, I think, she showed
the type of player she is to come back
and pitch a quality game,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Tara Pignoli. “She
put us in a position to win. She kept
them off-balance, threw a lot of off-
speed pitches and typically was ahead
in the count. They got a little ball that
dropped in and they got the big hit

when they had the runner on. That
was the difference in the game.”

Panther pitcher Lauren
Fitzsimmons, who will play for The
College of New Jersey next year, also
had very little difficulty finding the
mark. Fitzsimmons (16-6) recorded
12 strikeouts, including fanning the
side in the first inning, walked one

and allowed just one hit.
“Certainly, their pitcher pitched a

great game and really kept us off-
balance as well. She pretty much kept
us off the bases the whole game,” said
coach Pignoli.

Panther Lindsay Durant had the
first hit of the game and the last hit of

ADAM BERGO, MIKE ALLEMAN BREAK MEET RECORDS

Devil Boys Get 3rd, Raiders 4th
At Group Section Track Meets

Hawks Stop Blue Devil Nine
In NJSIAA Quarterfinals, 4-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil senior Adam Bergo
broke a meet record in the triple jump
and Raider senior Mike Alleman
broke a meet record in the shot put in
their respective groups at the North
Jersey Group 3 and 4, Section 2 Cham-
pionships at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield on May 23-24.

The Westfield High School boys
placed third in the Group 4 meet with
a total of 55.5 behind Franklin at 106
and Irvington at 73. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys placed
fourth with a 42 total in the Group 3
meet, which was won by Morristown
with 98 points. The Raider girls fin-
ished tied for fifth with New Brunswick
with 46 points. The Blue Devil girls
totaled two points in their meet.

On May 23, Bergo won the high
jump with a clearance of 6’8” and he
got some company for the trip to the
Group 4 meet this Saturday at Egg
Harbor with teammate Jordan
Johnson tying for fourth with a height
of 6’2”. Bergo also finished fourth in
the 400-intermediate hurdles with a
time of 57.47.

“Having a partner in the high jump
is 10 times better than being out there
alone. We can encourage each other,
push each other to go higher and
higher. On top of that, it is just good
company to sit around and laugh,
while you are waiting for the next
height. We are definitely proud of
what he is doing because he contrib-
uted a lot of points this year. We are

both looking forward to Egg Harbor.
It should be a good time,” Bergo said.

The next day, Bergo had a distance
of 44’9.25” on his first attempt at the
triple jump to break the former record
of 43’11” set last year by Irvington’s
Ameer Wright, who finished second
this year with a distance of 43’5.5”.

“It was hard to run because I had to
start all way at the end of the runway.
I put everything I had today into my

jumps to produce something good,”
said Bergo, who also commented on
the long wait period between jumps.
“I got my first jumps in early, while I
was warm. I waited. Did another
warm-up and did my last jump.”

Once again, Bergo got company
when Blue Devil Malcolm Allen, who
had fouled on his first two attempts,
qualified for the finals on his third

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superb pitching, a mix of spectacu-
lar fielding plays and capitalizing with
two runs in the sixth earned the J.P.
Stevens High School baseball team to
a 4-2 victory over Westfield in the
quarterfinal round of the NJSIAA
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tour-
nament in Westfield on May 24.

Hawks’ pitcher Connor Medler (9-
0) struck out five, walked one, hit a
batter and gave up five hits. Blue
Devil starting pitcher Chris Jenkins
(5-3) locked in a pitchers’ duel tossed
100 pitches, recorded nine strikeouts
and walked two, while yielding six
hits, including a home run, before
being relieved by Evan Shapiro in the
sixth inning.

The 17-6 Hawks took a 1-0 jump in
the first when Mike Zinno singled
and scored on a sacrifice fly ball. The
Blue Devils tied the score in the bot-
tom of the inning when leadoff hitter
Evan Einstein worked a walk and
Shapiro responded with an RBI triple
to right-centerfield.

After Jenkins retired the Hawks in
the second and third innings, the Hawks
resounded with a run in the fourth on
Zinno’s home run to right-center to
seize a 2-1 lead. In the top of the sixth,
after Billy Dumchus worked a free
pass and Zinno drew an intentional
walk off Shapiro, it turned out to be
Jesse Sattler’s lucky day after Einstein
stationed in center field came up just
short on making a spectacular diving
play on a ball that managed to escape
his glove when he made contact with
the ground. Both runners crossed the
plate to give the Hawks a 4-1 lead.

“One thing you need to say about
J.P. Stevens. They made a bunch of
great plays. The catch in left field
against the fence, the diving catch in
center and the diving catch at second
base. Our kids were stinging the ball,
hitting it right on the nose. Then they
turned two big double plays in the
game, so hats off to them. I liked the
way they played the game,” said
Westfield Head Coach Bob Brewster.
“If it were not for that doggone tree
root out in right center, Evan makes

the catch. It’s in his glove as he hits the
ground. There’s a tree root and there’s
probably three of them in that whole
outfield and he found one. He makes
that catch, but who knows what hap-
pens. The whole game changes a little
bit. It’s now 2-1 instead of 4-1 and that
ties the game at the end.”

Westfield plated a run in the home
seventh when A.J. Murray reached
first on a misguided throw, swiped
second base and scored on Mike
Mellilo’s single.

“When it comes right down to it,
there is only one statistic that matters
and that is wins and losses. I don’t
think we should be making excuses, I
don’t think anyone of us played par-
ticularly well today and you have to
give them credit,” said Jenkins. “The
bats were cold. I made mistakes. Ev-
eryone on this team made mistakes. I
think one noble play is that you have
to give credit to Evan Einstein. He
worked off his butt out there and we
appreciate that.”
J.P. Stevens 100 102 0 4
Westfield 100 000 1 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING A MEET RECORD…Blue Devil senior Adam Bergo soared 44’9.25” on his first attempt at the triple jump to
break the former record of 43’11” set last year by Irvington’s Ameer Wright.

FANWOOD

RECREATION
SPONSORS THE FOLLOWING

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS

July7-11 and August 4-8

For more info please go to

 www.fanwoodsoccercamp.com

or email fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com

June30-July 3 and July 21-25

For more info go to www.fanwoodsportscamps.com

or email tbaylock@spfk12.com

June 23-27 and July 14-18

For more info go to www.fanwoodsportscamps.com

or email kewing@spfk12.org

Camps are run by Scotch Plains Fanwood High School

District Adult Teachers and Coaches

Raider Basketball Camp

Fanwood Baseball Camp

Fanwood Soccer Camp

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAGGING A HAWK AT HOME…Blue Devil catcher Justin Olsen, No. 23, slaps the tag on J.P. Stevens Bill Dumchus on
a perfect strike from pitcher Evan Shapiro in NJSIAA Quarterfinals action in Westfield. J.P. Stevens won, 4-2.

Devils Den on Page 14
Memory Lane on Page 15
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Westfield School Boosters Association Presents 41st Annual
Booster Club Awards to 18 High School Senior Athletes

The Westfield High School (WHS)
Booster Club recently awarded 18 stu-
dent athlete scholarships in honor and
memory of WHS coaches, athletes and
boosters. Some scholarships have been
funded by the Boosters Association and
others have been funded in whole or in
part by the Friends of Westfield Track,
Taylor and Love Realtors, the family of
Toni Bristol, the family of Greta
Schoenemann, friends and family of
Marge and Bob Brewster, John Byrne
family, friends and family of Tony
Cofone, Westfield Baseball Associa-
tion, Westfield Tennis Association,
Westfield Basketball Association and
an anonymous donor who has provided
funding for the scholarships in honor of
Peter Houlihan.

A scholarship committee, which con-
sisted of Rick Lessner, Bill Ludlum,
Tom Tresnan, Bill Taylor, Jim Lau and
John Fietkiewicz, evaluated the candi-
dates based on the information received
from the athletes themselves, the Guid-
ance department, and Athletic Director
Ed Tranchina, who also reviewed all
the applications. The selection criteria
consisted of: athletic achievement,
scholastic performance and leadership
qualities, with achievement given the
most emphasis.

The Walter S. Clarkson Honorary
Award was presented by girls cross-
country coach Thom Hornisch on be-
half of the Friends of Westfield Track to
honor Walt Clarkson, the retired and
renowned coach of Westfield cross
country and track teams.

The recipient, Rose Driscoll, the
daughter of Margaret and Myles

Driscoll, earned 10
varsity letters in
c r o s s - c o u n t r y,
winter track and
spring track. She
also earned a var-
sity letter in bas-
ketball as a fresh-
man. Rose was
cross-country, in-
door track and
spring track cap-

tain. She was Third Team All-County in
all four cross-country seasons and she
was selected as the Most Valuable Se-
nior on the cross-country team.

Rose is a distinguished honor roll
student, member of the National Honor
Society and the female recipient from
WHS of the NJSIAA Scholar-Athlete
award. Rose is also a sports editor of
Hi’s Eye and a counselor at Sr. Pat’s
cancer camp. She will attend the Uni-
versity of Scranton in the fall.

The Alumni Scholarship was initi-
ated by the Roger Love family, four
generations, which have graduated from
WHS and participated in varsity athlet-
ics. The award was funded jointly by
Taylor and Love Realtors and the WHS
Booster Association. Roger Love (WHS
Class of ‘57, his daughter Traci, Class
of ‘84, and his grandson, Pat Gray,
Class of 2010) presented the award.

The recipient, Brandon Heroux, son
of Linda and Paul Heroux, earned four
varsity letters (1 in soccer, 3 in spring
track and field). In soccer, Brandon was
Second Team All-County and an All-
State Central Jersey Honorable Men-
tion. Heroux really made his mark
throwing the javelin. He was First Team
All-Conference, All-County and All-
Group 4 his junior year. This year, he
set the Union County and WHS records
for the new javelin and he became the

first WHS athlete to win an individual
event at the Penn Relays.

Brandon co-chairs the Donate A
Smile Charity Fund, which provides
Christmas gifts to homeless children.
He is also an honor roll student, a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society, and
the male recipient from WHS of the
Union County Scholar Athlete award.
Brandon will attend William and Mary,
where he will continue his career throw-
ing the javelin.

The Toni Bristol Honorary Award, in
honor of the longtime volunteer coach
in lacrosse, girl’s soccer and girl’s bas-
ketball, was presented by George
Kapner, the boys varsity soccer coach
and the boys varsity tennis coach.

The recipient, Kim Morawski, daugh-
ter of Susan and Tom Morawski, was
the captain of the girls tennis team,
earned four varsity letters and was a
member of the doubles team that won
the Union County championship all
four years. Last season, she was First
Team All-County, All-Area and All-
Group 4, and Second Team All-State.
Kim was selected Distinguished
Doubles Player of the Year by the Cou-
rier News and she was selected as the
Most Valuable Senior on the team.

Morawski is a
member of the Na-
tional Honor Soci-
ety, an Edward J.
Bloustein Distin-
guished Scholar
and she made the
d i s t i n g u i s h e d
honor roll during
all marking peri-
ods, maintaining a
GPA above 4. She

will attend Muhlenberg College in the
fall.

The Gary Kehler Award, in memory
of Gary Kehler, WHS’s “Hall of Fame”
former Athletic Director, football coach,
wrestling coach and golf coach, was
presented by Coach Kehler’s wife,
Alice, and their sons, Glen and Doug.

The recipient, John Dugan, son of
Maureen and John Dugan, earned three
varsity letters in football and was a
captain of the team in his senior year.
John was the defensive MVP last sea-
son, and he was named First Team All-
County, All-Area and All-Conference,
and Second Team All Group 4.

An Honor Roll student, he is a mem-
ber of the Key Club, works at St. Mary’s
Church helping to feed the homeless
and volunteers at St. Helen’s. He has
assisted the PAL by coaching youth
football and officiating at youth foot-
ball games. Dugan will attend Iona,
where he will continue his football ca-
reer.

The Jack Martin Spirit Award, given
by the Friends of Westfield Track in
honor of legendary WHS cross-coun-
try and track coach Jack Martin, who
began his service as a Westfield coach
in 1972, was presented by Jack Martin.
The award was given to a male or fe-
male runner who exemplifies the spirit,
commitment and achievement to the
programs.

The boys’ recipient, Alex Tarlow, son
of Laura and Jeffrey Tarlow, is an honor
roll student who earned 11 varsity let-
ters in cross-country, winter track, and
spring track. He was a captain of each
of those teams and he was voted the
Most Valuable Senior on the cross-
country and the winter track teams.

Alex earned First Team All-County

honors in cross-country and indoor track
his junior and senior years. He was
selected Second Team All-County in
outdoor track last year. Tarlow won the
Watchung Conference cross-country
championship, the Conference 800
championship, the Union County in-
door 800 championship, and was part
of the County championship distance
medley relay team. Alex will attend the
University of Massachusetts, and he
will continue his track and cross-coun-
try career.

The two Peter Houlihan Memorial
Awards, funded by an anonymous
Westfield Booster and WHS Boosters,
were presented by former booster presi-
dent Bill Ludlum. The scholarships are
given to honor the late Peter Houlihan,
a past member of the Boosters, who
was especially active in promoting soc-
cer through his work with the Westfield
Soccer Association.

The male recipient, Greg O’Brien,
son of Donna Quinn
and Danny
O’Brien, is an
honor roll student
who was an out-
standing goalie on
the soccer team,
earning three var-
sity letters. He was
also on the winter
track team for three
seasons.

Greg was the captain of the soccer
team and was selected Most Valuable
Senior. He was First Team All-County
and All-Conference, and an All-State
Honorable Mention. O’Brien will at-
tend Fordham University, where he will
continue his soccer career.

The female recipient, Corrine
Parkinson, daughter of Janette and Sean
Parkinson, earned three varsity letters
in soccer. She was named First Team
All-County, All-Area and All-Confer-
ence, and Third Team All-Group 4. She
was selected as the MVP of the Union
County Tournament final in 2006.

Corrine is a distinguished honor roll
student who is a member of the Breast
Cancer Awareness Club. She will at-
tend Lehigh University where she will
play soccer.

Bill Mann, President of the Westfield
Basketball Association (WBA), pre-
sented the WBA Awards, given on be-
half of the WBA to male and female
varsity basketball players, who have
demonstrated good sportsmanship and
leadership on the basketball court.

The male recipient, Emanuael Mills,
son of Carolyn and Emanuael Mills,
was a three-sport athlete, who earned
varsity letters in basketball, football
and spring track. He was the captain of
the basketball team and Most Valuable
Senior on the team last season. Manny
will attend Florida A&M in the fall.

The female recipient, Erin Miller,
daughter of Linda and Ed Miller, earned
four varsity letters in basketball. She
was the captain for two years and she
was selected Most Valuable Senior last
season. Miller set numerous WHS
records, including all-time scoring
leader. She received much all-star rec-
ognition, including being selected to
multiple All-County, All-Conference
and All-Area teams.

Erin is an honor roll student, a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society and
the female recipient from WHS of the
Watchung Conference Scholar-Athlete
award. She is also a member of the

Breast Cancer Awareness Club, the
Spanish Club and the Latin Club. Erin
will attend James Madison University.

Owen Brand presented the John
Byrne Memorial Scholarship, on be-
half of the Byrne family in memory of
John Byrne, a former WHS varsity ath-
lete in the late 1970s, to a male or
female varsity athlete, who has com-
peted in at least two sports and has
exhibited leadership, determination,
hustle, academic achievement, and
school and community involvement.

The recipient, James Bender, son of
Sherri and Jim
Bender, played ice
hockey and la-
crosse, with ice
hockey being his
primary sport. A
captain his junior
and senior years,
he earned four var-
sity letters in
hockey. He re-
ceived the Hobey

Baker Award as the MVP of the hockey
team this winter. He also received All-
Conference and All-Area recognition
his junior and senior years. Bender was
the fourth player in WHS history to
score more than 100 career points, fin-
ishing as the third-highest scorer.

Jimmy has also given of his time
extensively as a CYO volunteer and he
will attend St. Bonaventure, where he
will play ice hockey.

The Friends and Family of Marge
and Bob Brewster Award was presented
by sons, Bob and Brad. The Brewsters,
parents of four former WHS athletes,
have been long-time supporters of the
Boosters and the local football, basket-
ball, and baseball programs.

The recipient, Joe Vall-Llobera, son
of Isabel and Humberto Vall-Llobera,
played baseball and football, earning
three varsity letters in football and two
in baseball. He was also captain of the
baseball team. In football last season,
Joe was First Team All-Conference and
the team’s offensive MVP. In baseball,
he was Second Team All-Area.

Joe is an honor student and a member
of the National Honor Society. He is also
a Hugh O’Brien Leadership Ambassa-
dor, Peer Minister, mentor for the
Westfield-Plainfield Connection and
member of Economics for Leaders. Joe
will attend William and Mary in the fall.

Tony Cofone presented the Tony
Cofone/WBA Scholarship, given by the
friends and family of Tony Cofone, in
recognition of his dedication to the
sport of girls’ basketball.

The recipient, Gabrielle O’Leary,
daughter of Karen and John O’Leary,
earned four varsity letters in basketball
and was a team captain. She was a
versatile player, who went from setting
the WHS record for assists in her junior
year to becoming a top rebounder her
senior year, earning selection to The
Star-Ledger’s All-Rebounding Team.
She was Third Team All-Conference,
played in the Union County Senior All-
Star game and received All-Area Hon-
orable Mention.

Gabrielle is a distinguished honor
roll student, member of the National
Honor Society, member of the Spanish
Club, the Latin Club, the Beast Cancer
Awareness Club and the Council for
Caring. O’Leary will attend Syracuse
University.

The Greta Schoenemann Memorial
Scholarship, to honor Greta’s memory,

was presented by Greta’s parents,
Wendy and Robert Schoenemann. The
Boosters have established a scholar-
ship in her name to be awarded to a
senior girl’s soccer player about whom
it can be said – “she was a great team-
mate.”

The recipient, Catherine Cognetti,
daughter of Sheri and Tony Cognetti,
earned 11 varsity letters (3 soccer, 4
winter track, 4 spring track) She has
received all-star recognition in both
soccer and track.

Catherine has maintained a GPA
above 4, and is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society. She is a Peer
Minister at St. Helen’s, Transition
Leader for the Transition Project, and a
member of the Key Club and the Span-
ish Club. She has been the captain of
her club soccer team for the past four
years. Catherine will attend Loyola
College in the fall.

Thom Hornisch presented the Jim
Nicoll Scholarship Award, in honor of
Jim Nicoll, who has served as the Fi-
nancial Secretary of the Friends of
Westfield Track for many years. The
award recognizes the commitment made
by a student athlete to the cross-country
and/or track and field programs both as
a competitor and as a volunteer to the
Friends of Westfield Track and the com-
munity.

The recipient, Evan Friedman, son of
Marie and Stuart Friedman, was a cap-

tain of the cross-
country, winter
track, and spring
track teams. He
earned 10 varsity
letters and he also
played soccer in
his freshman year.
In cross-country,
Evan was Second
Team All-County
his sophomore

year and First Team All-County and
Second Team All-Area his junior and
senior years. In track, he earned All-
County recognition in the 1600 after
both the indoor and outdoor seasons in
his junior year and after the indoor
season this year.

Friedman is a distinguished honor roll
student, who maintains a GPA above 4.
He is a member of the National Honor
Society, National French Honor Soci-
ety, and he received a National Merit
Scholarship Letter of Commendation.
He was the junior class representative,
transition project leader, nominee to the
Governor’s School for Engineering and
a co-founder of the Jewish Awareness
Club. Evan will attend Brown Univer-
sity, where he will continue running
cross-country and track.

The Westfield Baseball League
Award was presented by WBL Trea-
surer Frank Fusaro, who coached many
of the baseball players in the Class of
2008. The award recognizes a senior
student athlete who demonstrates his
leadership and sportsmanship in repre-
senting his town and school.

The recipient, Evan Shapiro, son of
Ellen and Gary Shapiro, earned three
varsity letters in baseball, and he was a
captain of the team this year. Shapiro is
the only pitcher in WHS history to
throw a perfect game, which he did last
year. His junior year, he also earned
All-County, All-Area and All-Confer-
ence recognition.

Shapiro is a volunteer for the Mandy
Reichman Feeding Program of Temple
Emanu-el, where he prepares lunches
for the homeless on a weekly basis. He
will attend Quinnipiac University, and
he hopes to play baseball there.

The Westfield Tennis Association
Award, presented by WTA Treasurer
Tuyen Diep, is given on behalf of the
WTA to a varsity tennis player, who has
demonstrated exceptional dedication to
improving his or her tennis skills, ex-
hibiting good sportsmanship and being
an ultimate team player.

The recipient, Kevin Shallcross, son
of Pamela and David Shallcross, earned
four varsity letters in tennis, and he is a

captain of the team this year. A singles
player, he is undefeated in matches
against Union County players. He won
the county first singles title this year
and he has been selected to the All-Area
First Team all four years. He is also
ranked in the top 225 nationally by the
United States Tennis Association.

Kevin has maintained a grade point
average above 4.
He is a member of
the National Honor
Society, the Na-
tional Society of
High School
Scholars, and the
National Spanish
Honor Society. He
was a National
Merit Scholarship
semifinalist and
the male recipient

from WHS of the Watchung Confer-
ence Scholar Athlete Award.

Kevin is active in the St. Helen’s
Youth Ministry, and he is a member of
the Spanish Club and the Young Repub-
licans Club. Shallcross will attend Wil-
liams College, where he will play ten-
nis.

The Executive Committee Award,
given on behalf of the 51 active Boost-
ers to a student athlete whose hard
work, dedication and leadership are
indicative of what high school athletics
represent, was presented by Tom
Tresnan, the first vice-president of the
Boosters.

The recipient, Alexi Kuska, daughter
of Lesley Kuska, was the captain of the
swim team and earned four varsity let-
ters. Alexi was First Team All-County,
All-Area and All-Public. She was Sec-
ond Team All-State in her senior year.
She holds two individual Union County
records – the 200 and 500 freestyle –
and one County relay record in the
4x100 freestyle. She also holds two
individual school records and two relay
records.

Kuska was the WHS swimmer of the
year for 2006-2007, received the Lt.
Daniel Nicols Award for Team Leader-
ship in 2006 and received the Maj.
Richard Daniels Memorial Award for
Leadership from the Westfield Y.

Alexi is an honor roll student and a
member of the National Society. She
was a Peer Group Leader, member of
the Psychology Club, Drama Club and
the Latin Club. She is also actively
involved in the Teen Ministry at the
Renaissance Church. Kuska will attend
the University of Richmond, where she
will continue swimming.

Bill Taylor, President of the WHS
Boosters, presented the President’s
Award in the name of the Booster Ex-
ecutive Committee President to an out-
standing senior athlete, who exempli-
fies leadership, character, good sports-
manship and the spirit of athletics.

The recipient, Claire Bennett, daugh-
ter of Faith and John Bennett, played
soccer, lacrosse and basketball, earning
four varsity letters in soccer and two in
lacrosse. She was a captain of the soccer
team and the lacrosse team this year.

A goalie on the soccer team, Claire
received the Coach’s Award after her
senior season. She was selected to the
Union County Girls Soccer Coaches
Association First Team in 2007 and
Second Team in 2006. She was selected
to the All-Watchung Conference team
in 2006 and 2007, and to The Star-
Ledger’s All-County Second Team both
years. Claire received All-State recog-
nition from the New Jersey Girls Soc-
cer Coaches Association.

Bennett has maintained a GPA above
4. She is a member of the National
Honor Society, an Edward J. Bloustein
Scholar and she was the female recipi-
ent from WHS of the Union County
Scholar Athlete Award.

Claire has been a sports page editor
of Hi’s Eye this year, and she is active as
a Deacon and middle school adviser at
the Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Claire will attend Amherst College and
she will play soccer there.

John DuganErin Miller Brandon HerouxClaire Bennett Corrine Parkinson Emanuael Mills Joe Vall-LloberaGabrielle O’Leary Catherine Cognetti Alexi KuskaAlex Tarlow Evan Shapiro

Greg O’Brien

Rose Driscoll

Kim Morawski

Kevin Shallcross

James Bender

WILLOW GROVE 

SWIMMING CLUB  
INCORPORATED 

P.O. BOX 11 

FANWOOD, N.J. 07023 

 

      2008 Memberships available for the 50th season 

   Facilities (1155 Roosevelt Ave, Scotch Plains): 

• 25 meter pool  

• Kiddie pool 

• Large recreation and picnic area 
     The club offers: 

• Swimming lessons 

• 140 member swim team 

• Family and adult social 

    

      For an application or information please call  
   908-232-2101 and leave a message.  Additional 

      information may be obtained at www.wgsc.info/ 

Evan Friedman
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BrH2O Girls Nip Blue Devils
In Softball Quarterfinals, 1-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

the game – an infield single to second
in the second inning and a booming
triple to center in the sixth. But the
middle two hits became the deciding
factor. Jordan Helman dropped a soft
single over first in the third inning
and DeSimone brought her home with
her two-out double.

The 16-5 Blue Devils’ only hit came
in the bottom of the second when
Krissy Wendel drilled a leadoff double
to centerfield. Fitzsimmons fanned
the next two batters and got the next
one to ground out to second. In the
fourth inning, Blue Devil Katie
Abruzzo ripped a hard liner to center
that was snagged by Panther Lauren

Fair. Two batters later, Erin Scialabba
scalded a sizzler that was smothered
by shortstop Maria Caro and tossed
to first for the third out.

“That’s softball and that’s what it
comes down to a lot of times with one
hit. We did have some hard-hit balls
but could not find a hole,” said coach
Pignoli. “If I were to change anything
about our batting, I think we looked at
too many third strikes. I don’t know if
we had the confidence or what, but
you do want to go down swinging,
particularly in a state game. You don’t
want to look at a third strike.”
BrH2O-Raritan 001 000 0 1
Westfield 000 000 0 0

SHAPIRO RAPS TWO-RUN DOUBLE

Blue Devils Trigger, 8-7,
Victory Over Columbia

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A.J Murray drove in the winning
run with a walk to lead the Westfield
High School baseball team to a knee-
shaking, 8-7, victory over Columbia
in the opening round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tourna-
ment at Tamaques Park in Westfield
on May 23.

Interestingly, Westfield senior
catcher Justin Olsen had tied the
game with a dramatic solo home run
in the bottom of the ninth to even the
contest 4-4 on May 21. The game
was halted, however, due to dark-
ness, and rain postponed the game
the following day. So the stage was
set for an exciting conclusion, and it
happened.

Columbia’s Joe Meola scored a run
off pitcher Evan Shapiro with a sui-
cide squeeze and Steven Tamayo
doubled in two more runs that gave
Columbia a 7-4 lead in the top of the
10th inning. The 17-5 Blue Devil bats
spoke loudly in the bottom of the
10th. Mike Mosier unloaded a triple
to deep right. Mike Melino worked a
walk and stole a base, and Evan
Einstein ripped a stinging single up
the middle scoring Mosier. With run-
ners in scoring position, Shapiro
stepped up to the plate in a key two-
out situation and punished the ball to
left field for a two-run double that
tied the game. Olsen drew an inten-
tional walk and Mike Cappiello
worked a walk that set the stage for
Murray.

“The thing is we did not quit. Evan
(Shapiro) pitched and gave up a
couple of runs. A lot lesser of a kid
would have pouted on what he did on
the mound, but he got rid of that and

went up there and lined the ball for a
double. Now, then you have A.J with
the bases loaded. You know he struck
out four times in the game and he
was pressing. I said, ‘relax, relax,’
and he took ball four. Sometimes
that’s a hard thing to do to take that
fourth ball when it is a full count
bases loaded tie. I’m proud on the
way we came back and we got just
enough hits to keep us in there,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster.

“I was just looking anything over
the plate. I got one a little inside and
I just threw the bat head on the ball
and was lucky enough to get a hit and
score both runs,” said Shapiro. “All of
us would agree we’re just a team that
refused to quit. Even in that last in-
ning I let up three runs and no one on
this team would ever just give up.
Everyone had my back. Even if they’re
not performing on the field, we’re all
yelling and cheering on our team-
mates and that is all we’re about.”

“I went out there just looking to cut
down my swing, just get it in play and
get a chance to score the run from
third and it worked out. Four balls,
took them and it was a good at bat,
added Murray.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COVERING FIRST…Blue Devil second baseman Ariel Gale covers first base to
make the putout on a Panther. Gale made four putouts covering first and initiated
two additional putouts.

Ft. Lee Jolts Raiders
In Section Softball, 19-1

mentum after two innings when Fort
Lee plated 10 runs on 21 walks and a
hit batsman. Key defensive plays from
Nielsen at third and Colineri at short-
stop, highlighted by a double play
prevented further damage.

“We knew we had a shot and then
that first inning happened. We did not
get down but kept our head into the
game the entire time. Nicole (Colineri)
was really solid defensively today.
We have this chemistry that when-
ever she gets the ball, she knows
where to go,” said Nielsen.

“Definitely, this season we came
in with high expectations. It’s rough
when a fellow captain (Brianna
Mahoney) gets hurt. We had to fill
some spots and that definitely hurt
us but overall team mentality was
there,” said Colineri, who will con-
tinue her softball career at Kutztown
University. “The main focus and
Stephanie’s (Goines) was to keep
everyone together, keep spirits high
and push through. I’m really happy
and proud to have been part of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders. I
had fun. The team worked hard and
it was a great.”

“As soon as Brianna got hurt I
knew I had to step up. A lot of times
it was very hard since I have not
pitched for two years. I had to fight
through every game just to make it
through,” added Goines. “I had a great
time with so many good people. I had
great coaching and I’m going to miss
a lot of it.”
Fort Lee 371 62 19
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 001 00 1

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NAILED AT SECOND…A solid defensive stop on the part of senior shortstop
Nicole Colineri resulted in a double play in the fourth inning. One breakout inning
awarded Ft. Lee the victory on May 21.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Walks and one breakout inning was
all that was required, as Ft. Lee
knocked out the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball team,
19-1, in five innings in the first round
of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 Tournament in Scotch Plains on
May 21.

Ft. Lee pitcher Elisa Gouvouniotos
employed a strong pitching perfor-
mance, fanning four and walking one.
Christina Zalakostas and Gillian
Gimson each drove in four runs and
Diane Cho added three RBI. The
Raiders totaled seven hits, including
an RBI triple from Stephanie Goines,
who went 2-for-3. Olivia Camilla
went 2-for-2, while Nicole Colineri,
Saxony Nielsen and Katie Cornacchia
each singled.

Raider starting pitcher Goines, who
walked the first four batters, was im-
mediately relieved by freshman Olivia
Brokan, who pitched the remainder
of the game.

“There are those things about soft-
ball that drive you insane and things
that you love about it. You have to
have a good time and you have to
play. You can’t look at a scoreboard
because anything can happen. One
inning, that’s all you need, maybe
two. You want it to end but then some-
thing happens in just one second and
you’re having fun again and you want
it to keep going,” said Raider Head
Coach Kelly Covert.

The 11-11 Raiders found them-
selves on the wrong side of the mo-

 

 
 

With Westfield Coaches 
 

BASEBALL -Dave Duelks 
Dates: June 23-June 26 & July 7-July 10 

 

BASKETBALL -Neil Horne 
Dates: June 30-July 3 

 

WRESTLING -Glen Kurz 
Dates: Aug. 4-Aug. 7 & Aug.11-Aug. 14 

 

FLAG FOOTBALL -Dave Duelks 
Dates: June 30-July 3 & July 14-July 17 

 

ROLLER HOCKEY -George Giresi 
Dates: June 23-June 26  

 

SOCCER (Ages 8-14)- Chuck Ropars 
Dates: June 23-June 26 & June 30-July 3 

 

LOOK FOR ADDITIONAL SUMMER CAMPS OFFERED: 
Bowling, Golf, Hip-Hop, Tennis, Karate, Field Hockey, 
Playground, Soccer Squirts, H.S.Musical, Lacrosse, 

Multi-Sports, Computers, Table Tennis  
 

Register Now! 
 

Camp Registration & Information:   
The Westfield Recreation Department ~ 425 East Broad Street

Phone: (908) 789-4080 ~ Email: tkastner@westfieldnj.gov 

Website: www.westfieldnj.gov/recreation 

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

WESTFIELD

BLUE DEVIL 2008
BASKETBALL CAMPS

Basketball Association

The philosophy of our camp is to teach
fundamentals of the game and have fun doing it.

INFORMATION: 908-612-9515

CAMP FEATURES:
Drill Stations teaching the fundamentals of the game: ball handling, dribbling, shooting,
passing, rebounding, defense, one-on-one moves & team offense
Daily Contests: one-on-one, foul shooting, hot shot and knockout
Game play, T-shirts

JOE MARINO

2008 Blue Devil Basketball Camp

For:

Where:

When:

Time:

Cost:

Boys & Girls entering grades 4-9

Westfield High School

Monday July 7th thru Friday July 11th (5 days)

9:00am - 1:00pm

$70.00     (*2 full court games per day)

2008 Fun & Fundamentals Basketball Clinic
For:

Where:

When:

Time:

Cost:

Boys & Girls entering grades 2-5

Westfield High School

Monday June 24th and Tuesday June 25th (2 days)

9:00am - 12:00pm

$50.00

I.

II.

BOYS VARSITY

BASKETBALL COACH

GIRLS VARSITY

BASKETBALL COACH

• KEVIN EVERLY • JOE MARINO
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For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2007 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated. 
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Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker President’s Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007
Direct Line: 908-928-9121
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Open House: Sunday, June 1st 1-4 pm • 5 Stoneleigh Park, Westfield
MAGNIFICENT STONELEIGH PARK

Five Stoneleigh Park is a stately home which immediately catches the eye with its soaring red tile roof lines and intricate trim
detail over the stucco facade. Nestled on the bend of the historically designated circle in Westfield, this stately home
harkens to a grand lifestyle. The neighborhood, too, provides a step back to days long past, lined with elegant older homes,
meticulously manicured, and with children playing, filling the Park with laughter. Close to town, train and all schools, yet
serene and intimate, this is one of the most sought after neighborhoods in Westfield for good reason.  Five Stoneleigh Park
has preserved in its turn of the century elegance while nodding to the updates required for today’s living. The home has a
gracious flow which starts in the large center hall foyer with beautiful wainscoting and moldings, nine foot ceilings, two
fireplaces, and hardwood floors. The kitchen brings us back to today and has granite counters, a center island, wet bar,
planning/computer desk station, modern amenities and appliances, custom cabinetry and a tray ceiling with recessed
lighting. A total of seven bedrooms, three full and two half baths provide plenty of room to grow into! The professionally
landscaped and lighted 2/3 acre provides a truly park-like, private setting which changes with bursts of color each season.
The large brick patio is the perfect entertainment spot providing tranquility and privacy surrounded by lush evergreens and
beautiful perennial plantings.   Please join me for a public open house event on Sunday, June 1st or call me for a private
viewing of this very special place to call home.  $1,399,900.  WSF0245
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Devils 3rd, Raiders 4th at Group Section Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

attempt then added a distance of 42
feet to tie for fifth.

“As partners, we can’t go as far as
we could without each other. It’s good
stuff,” said Bergo.

“Yesterday, I did well in the long
jump, so I wanted to come back today
in the triple. I fouled on my first two
jumps and was upset. I barely got into
the finals and I knew, when I got in the
finals, I would just go after it,” said
Allen, who placed fourth in the long
jump with a leap of 20’9”.

Blue Devil Brandon Heroux added
four inches to his personal-best to
take first in the javelin with a toss of
202’4” on his first attempt.

“Everything came together at the
right time,” said Heroux, who added,
“I have a problem waiting around
after my first throw. It’s a bad prob-
lem. I have to get that fixed. You
should be having your best throws at
the end, not in the beginning.”

Interestingly, Heroux, more than
most javelin throwers, has had a ten-

dency to make the javelin stick nicely
into the ground.

“It’s just the way it kicks over in the
air. Usually, that’s what you want,”
chuckled Heroux.

Blue Devil Dan Markowski took third
in the pole vault with a height of 12 feet
followed by teammate Tim Woods, who
tied for fourth with North Hunterdon’s
Ryan Freitag at 11’6”. Alex Tarlow
finished sixth in the 800 meters at
1:58.63 and sixth in the 1,600 at 4:32.38.
Westfield also finished fifth in the 4x400
with a time of 3:27.17.

In the clash of the Titans, Alleman
plunged the metal orb into the dirt
63’11.5” away from the circle on his
third throw in the preliminary round
to break the previous shot put record
of 62’2” established by Dayton’s
Bruce Heide in 1973. On his final
throw, Alleman had a colossal shove
of 64’7.25 but fouled.

“I still got to work on a lot of stuff,
get my leg under me and stop watch-
ing the shot coming out,” Alleman

analyzed. “I keep following it out
with my head and that is why I’m
fouling. Once I stop doing that, I
should be alright.”

Morristown freshman phenom Nick
Vena, whose personal-best throw is
67’9.25”, also broke Heide’s record
with a shove of 63’9” on his final throw.

“I finally found the middle of the
circle. It really helped a lot. I still have
to understand the circle a bit more but
Mike threw great today,” said the left-
handed Vena, who has developed a
powerful spinning technique. “It took
me a while to get that down. I still need
a lot more time with it.”

Raiders Alleman and Jason Boff
placed 2-3 in the discus with respec-
tive tosses of 153’9” and 140’1”.
Raiders Mike Chervenyak at 164’2”
and Frank Mellana at 157’0” placed
4-5 in the javelin and Louvon Powell
placed fifth in the long jump with a
distance of 19’7.5”. Pat Doliber at
9:45.2 and Dan Sapienza at 9:46.55
crossed 3-4 in the 3,200 and Rahway’s
Bryan Champagne with a distance of
44’2.5” beat Raider Kyle
Rowbotham’s 2006 meet record in
the triple jump by one inch.

Raider Sarah Canfield placed sec-
ond in the triple jump with a distance of
35’6.25” and teammate Whitney Adams
placed fourth at 34’7” on May 23. The
next day Canfield took top honors in the
long jump with a leap of 16’3”. On May
17, Canfield set a Raider record in the
long jump with a leap of 17’4.75” at the
Union County meet.

“It was tougher to jump. The wind
was tough. I really wanted the triple
jump yesterday. It feels good that I
got to make up for it today,” said
Canfield.

Raider Carlaya Jones with a shove
of 38’8.75” and Erin Rossi at 37’2.75”
placed 2-3 in the shot put. Rossi at
119’5”, Jones at 117’9” and Kim
Wenson at 99’8” placed 4-5-6 in the
discus. Cassy Valdes crossed fifth in
the 800 meters with a time of 2:22.05
and the Raiders finished sixth in the
4x400 with a time of 4:11.62.

Blue Devil Lisa Nehring finished
sixth in the 1,600 with a time of
5:20.34 and the 4x400 team finished
sixth with a time of 4:11.37.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Showboating Is a No-No,
Hot-Dogging is a Yes-Yes

While trying to get a score the other
night, I turned on ESPN. As always, I
had the mute button on. While I never
did get the score, I did get to see almost
a solid hour of home runs, 3-point shots,
dunks, guys pounding their chests and
hockey fights. But it could’ve been
worse; I could’ve turned to ESPN2, and
seen poker championships, or maybe
ultimate fighting.

But that got me to thinking. ESPN
was created in 1979. Kids in high school
today were born in 1990, or later. So,
maybe what’s happening is not really
the fault of anybody born after, say,

1985; they would be coming of sports
age just around the time ESPN was
kicking into full gear as the “hip” place
to get your sports “slash” entertain-
ment.

Watching ESPN gives the viewer a
quick lesson in Showboating 101. So,
in reality, it’s no surprise that the kids
today think it’s normal to …

1) jump up and down or just gener-
ally act like an idiot after scoring a
touchdown or making a tackle (even if
your team is down three touchdowns);

2) pound your chest or point at your
heart (or up to the heavens) after mak-
ing a basket or hitting a home run (even
if your team is way behind in the game);

3) wear a baseball cap backward and
without bending the bill (that’s ok for
rally-caps, however);

4) wear basketball shorts that look
more like skirts;

5) wear black socks and play football
or basketball (that’s ok, however, if you
are a soccer player, bicycle racer, a
mailman, or are retired), etc., etc., etc.

It’s all part of the “hip” culture that
Nike, ESPN, FoxSports and the other
mega corporations are trying to create
among the 18-to-35 age group. For us
old-schoolers, having grown up in the
age of coaches like Paul Brown, Bear
Bryant, Woody Hayes, Gary Kehler,
Walt Clarkson and Bobby Knight, those
things are not even imaginable. Some-
body who did any of the above-men-
tioned things under those coaches would
not see the field/court/pool/pitch for
quite a while, if ever, no matter how
good they were and no matter how
much screaming mommy and daddy
did to the athletic director and Board of
Education. Anyhow, everybody tells me

it’s a different world these days, that it’s
“just the way it is” and there’s nothing
I can do about it.

But I don’t have to like it, and there is
something I can do about it. Much like
“blitzes” in football used to be called
“red dogs,” showboating used to called
“hot-dogging.” And eating hot dogs is a
good thing. So, when I get depressed
about the world of sports, or the world
in general (at least until November), I
wander around New Jersey and eastern
Pennsylvania in a constant search of
competition for Max’s in Long Branch
as the best hot dog around.

Today might be a good time to up-
date our list. So here they are, The
Den’s Top 10 Hot Dogs, starting at No.
10 (note: this does not include out-of-
business places like Callahan’s, Fort
Lee; Syd’s, Union; Coney Joe’s,
Morrisville, Pa., and Casino’s, Tren-
ton):

Honorable mention: Jimmy’s
(Palmer Township, Pa.), Father and Son
(Linden), Hiram’s (Fort Lee), Jimmy
Buff’s (Scotch Plains), Texas Weiners I
and II (Plainfield, Green Brook),
Stewart’s (Hamilton, Raritan,
Burlington and Washington townships),
Charley’s (Kenilworth).

10. Hot Grill, Clifton (3 ½ peanuts).
The dogs were good, the rolls were
good, they had spicy brown mustard.
But the Grill earns its spot because of
all the old black and white photos on the
wall of the legendary Clifton Phillies
semipro baseball teams and of Clifton
guys who made it to the big leagues.

9. Galloping Hill Inn, Union (3½).
The roll and the mustard make this a
good place to hit, especially on the way
home at night from a win over Union in
football or baseball (have they found
the keys for the lights yet?).

8. Amazing Hot Dog, Verona (4).
Many, many interesting choices on the
menu board, but we went for the My
Schmiero, a hot dog with creamed
cheese and scallions (even better than it
sounds), and the Amazing, a hot dog
wrapped in bacon.

7. Hot Dog Johnnie’s, Buttzville (4).

Hidden among the trees on scenic Route
46 near the Delaware Water Gap, and
with a stream in the rear of the property,
this is a true Jersey legend. But the bees
can drive you crazy.

6. Toby’s Cup, Lopatcong (4). Bet
you can’t eat just three! Toby’s makes
’em “Easton style,” which means with
a sliced pickle placed between the dog
and the bun. The place is smaller than a
medium-sized Hummer. But the line
move pretty quick, and you can usually
find somebody to talk about the
Phillipsburg football, wrestling or base-
ball teams while you wait.

5. Windmill, Westfield many and
other locations (4). Pretty similar to
Max’s, with spicy brown mustard, green
and red relish … but the Max’s rolls are
far superior. Still, if you’re not near
Long Branch and there’s a Windmill
nearby, it ain’t bad.

4. Rutt’s Hutt, Clifton (4). The leg-
end of North Jersey. They were very
good, but not Max’s, by a long shot. Of
course, people in Passaic and Essex
counties feel Max’s can’t compare with
Rutt’s. And so it goes.

3. JandG Texas Weiners, Dunellen
(4½). There are many “original Texas
Weiners” places in New Jersey (do they
have Jersey Dogs in Texas?), but this is
our by-far favorite. Along with the one-
screen movie theatre, the two best rea-
sons to visit Dunellen.

2. Charlie’s Pool Room, Alpha. (5).
One of these days I’ll try the “Blue
Plate” special: 5 mealies (with onions
and Ma Fencz’s famous secret sauce)
served on a blue plate. John and Joe
Fencz make this 100-year-old building
a must-visit trip back in time. An hour
there and you half expect some of the
Little Rascals or Laurel and Hardy to
wander in for a couple of dogs, mok
(rhymes with Coke and means mus-
tard, onion and ketchup). Joe is the host
and can talk baseball (pro or local-
amateur) or Alpha/Phillipsburg sports
for hours; John does the cooking.

1. Max’s, Long Branch (5). Still our
champion. The giant spicy brown mus-
tard squirters, the sweet green relish,
the hot red relish! And now the cheese
dog! Been going there 55 years and
never once had a bad one.

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
’Tis better to lose with grace than to

win in disgrace.
STREAKING

The WHS boys tennis ran its win
streak to 60 with its 3-2 win over Cherry
Hill East in the state Group 4 final.
That’s the longest streak for any male
sports team at WHS, breaking the old
mark of 59 set by the swim team (1957-
62). The only longer streaks are 74 by
the girls swim team (1984-90) and 92
by the girls cross country team (1994-
2003).

STATE TOURNEY UPDATE
The WHS tennis team was

Muhammad Ali, West Windsor-
Plainsboro South was George Foreman
and Cherry Hill East was Smokin’ Joe
Frazier. That’s what it felt like last
Thursday at Mercer County Park, a
heavyweight showdown, and when the
slugging was done, WHS was the state
Group 4 champs, outlasting WW-P
South, 4-1, and C.H. East, 3-2. Coach
George Kapner’s club played either
Dwight Englewood or Rumson-Fair
Haven yesterday in the Tournament of
Champions semifinals and with a win
would be in the TOC final today, likely
against Delbarton. WHS’s 30 wins into
the TOC ties the school record for W’s,
set by the 1985 softball team and last
year’s tennis team.

The boys track team finished third in
North 2 Group 4, a rugged section that
includes Franklin and Irvington. But
Adam Bergo won the triple and high
jumps, Brandon Heroux took the jav-
elin for the second straight year, and
Alex Tarlow qualified for this weekend’s
Group 4 meet in two events, the 800 and
1600.

The baseball team came up against a
hot pitcher, who got plenty of defensive
help from each of his outfielders, and
the result was J.P. Stevens 4, WHS 2 in
the second round of the sectional tour-
nament. If you go by the stars, the next
sectional title for WHS will be in 2027,
since the previous two were in 1949 and
1988; that would make me 82, so let’s
hope it happens sooner. Evan Shapiro
tied the school record for extra-base
hits in a season (20), set by Lamont
Turner and Jay Anderson.

The softball team’s hopes for a sec-
tional/state title ended last Wednesday
as the girls managed just one hit and
dropped a 1-0 opening-round sectional
game to Bridgewater-Raritan. Although
there were still regular-season games
left against Linden and Union, coach
Tara Pignoli can now have her baby
(due date was yesterday) without hav-
ing to worry about the added pressure
of the state tournament.

TITLE COUNTDOWN
It’s now 14 days until The Den re-

veals the Top 25 winningest high school
sports programs in New Jersey history
on June 12. These are (alphabetically)
the 10 winningest teams: Asbury Park,
Bernards, Columbia, Haddonfield,
Montclair, Moorestown, Plainfield,
Trenton, Westfield and Willingboro.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
Since next week we will name the

2007-08 Devil of the Year, this week’s
final free sub of the 2007-08 school
year goes to Dean Thompson. The jun-
ior won the most pressure-packed match
of his life last Thursday, avenging an
early-season loss to outlast Cherry Hill
East’s Ross Silverberg in a third-set
tiebreaker and provide the winning
points as WHS won the state Group 4
title.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Dean Thompson

Tennis

No. 1 Blue Devil Boys Claim
Group 4 Net Championship
The No. 1-ranked Westfield High

School boys tennis team edged No. 2
Cherry Hill East, 3-2, to claim its
second straight Group 4 title at Mer-
cer County Park in West Windsor on
May 22. The victory raised the Blue
Devils’ season record to 30-0 and
extended their win streak to 60.

The outcome of the match was de-
cided when Blue Devil Dean Thomp-
son endured a third-set victory over
Ross Silverberg at second singles.
Thompson won the first set, 6-2, but
dropped the second set, 2-6, before
winning the decisive set 7-6 (7-3).

Blue Devil Kevin Shallcross
dropped his first singles match to
Ravi Yegva-Raman, 6-2, 6-3, but Blue
Devil Ravi Netravali stopped Nikhil
Yegva-Raman, 6-2, 6-4, at third

singles. At first doubles, David
Bernstein and Max Rubin defeated
Blue Devils Justin Snyder and Graeme
Stahl, 6-4, 4-6, 6-3. At second doubles,
Blue Devils James Chu and Evan
Eisenberg topped Jon Chalik and Dan
Kim, 6-2, 6-3.

In the semifinals, the Blue Devils
defeated fifth-ranked West Windsor
South, 4-1. Shallcross drew with Leland
Richardson, 3-6, 7-5, and Thompson
drew with Junjiro Muri, 4-6, 6-1.
Netravali stopped Julian Richardson,
6-4, 6-4. Snyder and Stahl topped
Demetri Vrahnos and Dan Ng, 6-2, 6-0.
Chu and Eisenberg defeated Ronak
Patel and Zach Halperin, 6-4, 6-2.

Westfield advanced to defend its
title in the Tournament of Champions
held on May 27 in West Windsor.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING THE MEET RECORD…Raider Mike Alleman broke the meet
record in the shot put with a push of 63’11.5”.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE LONG JUMP…Raider Sarah Canfield won the long jump with
a leap of 16’3” and placed second in the triple jump with a distance of 35’6.25”.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Group 3&4 Section Track
Westfield/BrH2O Softball

SPF/Fort Lee Softball
Westfield/JP Stevens Baseball

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

SCOTCH PLAINS $799,000 WESTFIELD $550,000 WESTFIELD $1,385,000 WESTFIELD $949,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $895,000 FANWOOD $429,900

A beautiful, new, 55+ adult community at ‘Heather
Glen’.  Fantastic Essex model includes 4 Bedrooms,
3.5 baths, premium corner lot with wood and lake
views, 1st floor Master Bedroom suite with fireplace
and spa bath, open floor plan and gourmet Kitchen
with stainless steel appliances.

Charming 3 Bedroom, 2 bath home has been recently
renovated and offers a granite Kitchen, new 1st floor
bath, Living Room with wood-burning fireplace, For-
mal Dining Room, freshly painted interior and exte-
rior, finished basement, newer furnace, updated elec-
tric, brand new roof and much more.

A true American classic offers 11 rooms and includes
5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, wide-plank oak floors, custom
built-ins, moldings, modern Kitchen with breakfast
room off Family Room, Master Suite addition with
full bath, Formal Dining Room with built-in cabinet
and fireplace and Living Room with fireplace and
French doors.

Gracious expanded Ranch has style and sophistica-
tion.  Home offers a half acre, private setting prop-
erty with winter views and expansive rooms that of-
fer incredible light and space.  Walls of windows bring
outdoors inside.

House beautiful with many updates including refin-
ished hardwood floors, neutral décor, fenced back-
yard, landscaping and bessler stairs to attic storage.
This wonderful home features 8 rooms and includes
3 Bedrooms.

WESTFIELD $599,000
This move-in condition Colonial sold for 13%

more than its list price in only 4 days.  Con-

tact any of our extraordinary Agents and let

them design a personalized marketing plan for

your home.

Spacious center hall Colonial features 8 rooms, 3 nice-
sized Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Living Room with fireplace,
Formal Dining Room with corner cabinet, newer
Kitchen with breakfast nook, large Master Bedroom
with walk-in closet & full bath, basement Recreation
Room, sun-filled Family Room addition with built-
ins  French doors to yard.

CRANFORD $724,900
Spotless Colonial in unique park setting!  Home of-
fers 9 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2 updated
baths, vinyl siding and windows, Kitchen with cherry
cabinets and Corian counters, Family Room and Liv-
ing Room with gas fireplaces.
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Alyssa Straniero, a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School varsity soccer
player, plans to collect used soccer
cleats, in good condition, to send to
impoverished children in Brazil as
her senior year project. Her goal is to
collect 250 pairs of any brand, any
size, girl’s, boy’s, women’s, or men’s
cleats in good, clean condition and
have businesses add to the donation.

The inspiration for Straniero’s
project came from a trip to Brazil
with her varsity soccer team. Soccer
is the “second religion”, after Ca-
tholicism, in Brazil.

The team brought along used soc-
cer jerseys to give to the disadvan-
taged children after a game. Some of
those children owned only one or two
outfits of clothing. Alyssa was so
overwhelmed by their gratitude when
they received the used team shirts
that she actually gave them her favor-
ite sweatshirt off her back but she
realized they needed cleats far more
than the shirts.

As a varsity soccer player, Alyssa
has been aware that a team sport
develops more than a strong body, it
develops superior interpersonal
skills and a strong work ethic, which
are vital to success in business and
in life.

Soccer could very well be a
Brazilian’s ticket out of poverty. The
collection will take place June 2
through June 8 at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. Please clean
up your cleats, double knot the laces,
put a dryer sheet into each shoe and
place them in a zip lock plastic bag.
Alyssa would like to put a face to the
donation, so if possible, please slip
in a photo or Xerox of yourself or
your team with your name, team
name and address on it. Straniero is
also offering to pick up a group do-
nation at a parent or coach’s home, if
she is contacted via e-mail at
dandy29@verizon.net.

SPF Athlete Seeks
Cleats for Brazilians

Model
Now Open!

In The Heart Of 
Downtown Westfield!

Luxury Condominium Residences
For Those 55-plus

Winner of the Great American Main Street Award

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com
Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan
which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state
statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to
change without notice.

THE SAVANNAH - DESIGNED BY JAMES WARD

BROKERS
WELCOME

David B. Corbin (May 23, 1998 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF THREE FIRSTS...Raider Karl Jennings won the 110-hurdles in 14.4,
the 400-hurdles in 55.8 and the high jump with a height of 6’4” at the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 tournament in Millburn on May 23, 1998.

WF’s Einstein Receives
NJ Devils Scholarship
Evan Einstein, who was Assistant

Captain of the Westfield High School
Ice Hockey, was one of four recipi-
ents out of more than 40 applicants to
receive a $2500 scholarship from the
NJ Devils Alumni Association, which
was presented to him at the 15th an-
nual Scholar Athlete Luncheon of the
NJ State Interscholastic Athletic As-
sociation at Pines Manor in Edison
on May 18.

Einstein was also named the first
recipient of the Gary Kehler Coaches’
Award presented to the senior hockey
player, who excelled in academics,
leadership, discipline and teamwork.
He will be attending the University of
Michigan this fall.

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SPF Times –
wwwgoleader.com

May 23, 1998: Senior Karl
Jennings captured three firsts and jun-
ior Blair Woodward grabbed one as
the Raider boys placed second, total-
ing 113 points, behind Morristown at
118.5 at the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 State Track and Field Cham-
pionships held in Millburn. Jennings
crossed first in the 110-hurdles with a
time of 14.4. He won the 400-hurdles
with a time of 55.8 and took top
honors in the high jump, clearing 6-4.
Woodward excelled in the long jump,
leaping a personal-best distance of
23-05.

May 20, 1998: Seniors Suzanne
Vinegra and Kate Brahm went on a
serving rampage and the Blue Devil
girls volleyball team easily seized its
third-straight Union County volley-
ball title by downing the Union Farm-
ers, 15-4, 15-3, in New Providence.

May 21, 1999: Senior Mike Stotler
and junior Mike Todd had two goals
each to lead the Blue Devil boys
lacrosse team to an 8-0 victory over
Manasquan in the opening round of
the NJSIAA tournament in Westfield.

May 25, 2002: The number 11
played a significant role at the Union
County Baseball Tournament at Me-
morial Field in Linden. Not only did
Westfield win its 11th UCT title by
defeating A. L. Johnson, 7-4 [11 to-
tal], but also the number 11 showed
up in several additional instances.
The last time the Blue Devils won a
UCT baseball title was in 1997 when
they toppled Summit, 7-1. Phil Orsini,
an 11th grader at the time, was the
hero with a two-run homer.

This year, senior pitcher Jay Cook
and senior centerfielder Ben Koket
(uniform No. 11) contributed to the
majority of those 11s. Cook recorded
seven strikeouts, yielded three walks
and hit a batter – the sum equals 11.
After a shaky start, Cook retired 11
straight batters. Koket (No. 11) got
the first hit of the game, scored the
first run and recorded the final putout
with a brilliant catch in centerfield.
The Blue Devils also had 11 hits and
hit the Crusader pitcher the hardest in
the fifth and sixth innings – 5+6=11.
Additionally, 11 Blue Devils stepped
to the plate in those innings. Senior
Jim McKeon (No. 22) – 2x11 – had a
two-run double and a one-run single.

This Center Hall Colonial reveals a charming interior boasting hardwood floors, mold-
ings, archways and a family room addition. The fire lit living room with French doors and 
the formal dining room with corner cabinet craft a lovely entertaining venue. The kitchen 
with breakfast room and a powder room complete the first floor. The second floor offers a 
master suite with ample closet space & full bath. A rec room and delightful yard with 
brick patio enhance this lovely setting. Presented for $949,000. 

    

            Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

            908-233-6417, Direct Dial
                NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Wychwood ColonialsWychwood ColonialsWychwood ColonialsWychwood Colonials    

Radiating with a heartwarming glow, this Colonial is enlivened by lovely details: hard-
wood floors, archways, moldings, delightful built-ins, French doors, a family room addi-
tion and an updated kitchen with granite counters. The foyer opens to the living room 
with fireplace and adjacent formal dining room. The master suite with full bath & bal-
cony is joined by nicely sized bedrooms. A rec room, enclosed porch and a beautifully 
landscaped  yard with deck highlight the allure of this home. Presented for $1,059,000. 

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

��������	���
NJAR Circle of Excellence—2007 Gold Award 

�����
����������������������
600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated
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CLASSIFIEDS

APT FOR RENT - LINDEN

Luxury apartment - 5 rms, 2
bedrms, 2 bths, laundry hookup,
balcony, off-street parking, sepa-
rate entrance in 2 family quiet
house. 5 min walk to NYC train. 1
or 2 adults, No pets/No smoking.
$1450/mo, utils not included plus
1-1/2 mos security (917) 930-3095

SUMMER READING TUTOR

ORTON-GILLINGHAM METHOD
Certified teacher

Spec. Ed., M.Ed., Reading Room
(973) 271-8709

FOUND

Silver loop earring with stones
found near Osborn Ave. &

Cumberland St.
Please call (908) 456-3084

to claim with details.

HOUSE MOVING SALE

SATURDAY, MAY 31st
*9 AM* (no earlier)

910 TICE PLACE, WESTFIELD

GARAGE SALE

Sat, May 31, 8AM-1PM
714 Boulevard, Westfield

Furniture, books,
baby items & more!

FABULOUS GARAGE SALE

841 Summit Ave, Westfield
Saturday, May 31, 9AM-4PM
Don’t miss...The best you have

ever been to! Fantastic gifts
and household items.

REIDY ESTATE AUCTION

Items from the
Estate of Helen M. Reidy

of Scotch Plains, NJ
will be sold here at

The Castners Gallery
#6 Wantage Ave.

Branchville, NJ 07826
See www.castners.com

for pictures & a detailed list
of items that will be sold.

Partial list:
Quality Furniture, Jewelry, Art,

(too much to list)
Auction starts 6/7 at 5:30 PM.
Call (973) 948-3868 for terms &
preview times or check website.

SMALL PROJECT SPECIALIST

Happy Handyman Service
Interior - Exterior Repairs
Deck and Fence Sealing

Honey - Do - Lists
House - Walkway washing

(9 0 8)  2 1 7 - 2 1 0 8

MULTI - FAMILY GARAGE SALE

WESTFIELD
759 Warren Street

Saturday, May 31, 9AM-4PM
China, Cookware, Dinette set,
Artwork, Clothing, Designer Bags,
Household Items, and more!

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Prime Office Space

400 Sq. Ft.
Available May 1, 2008

$800 per month
(201) 891-1130

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Prime Office Space

1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Floor
Available August 1, 2008

$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!

Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.

Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

BOOKKEEPER WANTED

CPA firm needs part timer familiar
with Peachtree and Quickbooks
for write ups & bank recs.
If interested fax resume to:

(908) 272-4911

SUMMER SPECIAL ED TUTOR

Experienced elementary teacher
with Master’s Degree in Sp. Ed..
Will work to find the best methods
to help your child learn! 1:1 tutoring
sessions available in home or at
library this summer. $65 per hour,
Email: NTteach@Verizon.net

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
1936 sqft

1st floor with parking
(908) 757-5844

EXPERT MATH TUTOR

Cert. math teacher, MA, offers
tutoring in all areas of math from
elementary through calculus &
statistics, plus SATs and
enrichment. Available now thru
summer. Patient, experienced.
Excellent references, great
results. Call Mel, (732) 603-9521.

MEDICAL OFFICE

Reliable/upbeat person for Dr. in
Union - Pt. intake/filing. Exp.+/
Will train. Bilingual/Spanish Req.
Fax Resume (908) 687-1271

MOVING SALE

Sofa, Loveseat, Bedroom Set,
Kitchen Set and Much More!

Very Very Reasonably Priced!
(908) 233-0184 or

(908) 889-5961

SUMMER COUNSELOR NEEDED

Work at camp in Warren, NJ.
Teach art on the computer to kids
ages 3-12. Fun curriculum: kids
make their own books. Looking
for 2 people who are great with
kids, creative and have some
knowledge of computers. June 30-
Aug 22. Paid Training begins mid-
June. Summer pay: $3250-3750.

Call (908) 518-1998 or
Julie@GeckoKids.com

Weber Completes
Training in Israel

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mike Weber,
of Scotch Plains, recently completed
a seminar on Security and Crisis
Management at the Academy for
Advanced Security and Anti Terror
Training, IMI-Industries, LTD in Is-
rael.

Along with his graduate class from
Metropolitan College of New York,
he participated in the eight-day pro-
gram covering: Emergency, Disaster
and Crisis Management, and Instal-
lation and Event Security.

Mr. Weber is completing his last
semester of work at Metropolitan
College of New York where he will
obtain a Masters of Public Adminis-
tration Degree in Homeland Security
and Disaster Management. He is self-
employed as a consultant in his own
emergency management and disaster
planning company, 74 Degrees West
and Associates, LLC. He is a former
graduate of Linden High School and
has Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees
in Public Administration from Slip-
pery Rock University and The Ameri-
can University, respectively.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

         BRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STONEONEONEONEONE

MASON CONTRACTOR
For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs

732-388-3151
Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Cursi

Murph
Construction Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

www.murphconstruction.com

Office: 908.654.9098

Cell: 908.233.9588

ROMAN
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms

Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

Free Estimates       Fully Insured
(732) 680-9626

Contractor, LLC

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Ceramic Tile - Patio & Decks

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

908-232-7383

Custom

Wallpaper

Painting

By Diego Serrano
TOTAL RESTORATION

(973) 479-1718
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Home renovations and

handyman service.

Kitchens, baths,

basements, additions

and more.

Ed & the Boys

973-819-5720

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

Westfield
Gutter-Clean

L.L.C.
Cleaning, Repairs and

Installations

Seamless Gutters

Free Estimates / Insured

908-233-8956

Residential Remodeler • Builder

908.233.0900

www.GO-KENT.com

• Emergency Repairs

• Blacktop Seal Coating

• Gutters

908-343-6701

CELEBRATING OUR 22ND YEAR IN BUSINESS!

B&D
PLUMBING

and
HEATING

908-654-7505     LICENSE #7638

REPAIRS / SERVICE WORK / SMALL DRAIN CLEANING

WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS

NO JOB TOO SMALL / WE DO IT ALL

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

ALTERATIONS

Life is a gift . . . live
healthier with Herbalife!

Increased energy
Weight Management

Strengthened immunity
Feel and be healthier with all

natural products

Heather LeBreton   908-644-7926

www.herbal-nutrition.net/hblebreton

J & R
FURNITURE

Refinish - Restore - Repair

No Job Too Small

Free Estimates,
Pickup & Delivery

Call Joe:
732-371-5054

have been measurable. Our paystations
currently average over 71,000 parking
transactions per month, indicating that
we are still attracting customers to our
downtown. And even with the downturn
in the national and regional economies,
the downtown occupancy rate is at a
healthy 95 percent. It is the town that
established and maintains the Special
Improvement District whose mission it is
to market and promote the downtown
area.

Finally, I need to address the one
writer’s assertion that, “[The Town]
should not be increasing the parking fines,
and we should not view parking enforce-
ment as, first and foremost, a source of
revenue,” followed by the statement, “I
would pay a few more dollars in property
taxes if it meant that my downtown once
again became a friendlier place.” While I
respect that this writer is speaking for
himself, I, on the other hand, must con-
cern myself with all the townspeople,
including those who may be on fixed
incomes, or those who have been laid off
and are trying to make ends meet, or those
who are putting children through college.

Make no mistake; municipalities across
the state are in the midst of a growing
financial crisis due to significant decreases
in state aid, new tax and budget rules
imposed by the state, and declining rev-
enues. The challenge in Westfield, as in
other communities, is to cut expenses and
increase revenues in appreciable ways
while balancing the needs and interests of
all constituents. I have stated previously
in this newspaper that we are entering a
new era of government, one that will
necessarily depend more heavily on local
revenues for continued viability. To ease
the property tax burden on our residents
and to avoid cuts in services, every poten-
tial source of revenue will be considered.
(It is important to note here that Westfield
is primarily a residential community.
Without significant commercial ratables
within its borders to offset residential
property taxes, homeowners pay 93 per-
cent of the aggregate property taxes lev-
ied.)

I do not believe that the residents of this
town should pay one dime more in prop-
erty taxes to subsidize the few people who
do not comply with the parking regula-
tions. The town council acted on parking
fines first because they are avoidable.
Parking fines, not fees, were increased.
No one will pay a fine if they are in
compliance. Further, the changes were

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Westfield Mayor on Parking
made after long and detailed delibera-
tions by the Finance Policy Committee
and the Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee.

The town will continue to move for-
ward with its parking plan. A new parking
brochure is currently being prepared to
keep the public and merchants informed
of all the recently implemented parking
improvements. We will continue to closely
monitor the parking situation in the down-
town area. And I will continue to frequent
the downtown area to enjoy the great
restaurants, wonderful shops and friendly
people.

State Urges Hurricane
Preparedness in NJ

TRENTON — The New Jersey Office
of Emergency Management (NJOEM)
advises New Jersey residents to plan and
prepare for the hurricane season that usu-
ally runs from June 1 through November
30. The peak time for hurricane and tropi-
cal storm activity in New Jersey runs
from mid-August through the end of Oc-
tober. The combination of warm ocean
water, humid air and consistent winds
contributes to the formation of “tropical
cyclones” over the Atlantic Ocean, Car-
ibbean Sea and Gulf of Mexico.

As they gain strength, these cyclones
are classified as tropical depressions, tropi-
cal storms or hurricanes. The Saffir-
Simpson Hurricane Scale rates hurricane
strengths, from Category 1 to Category 5.
Most of these storms remain over the
ocean without affecting the U.S. coast-
line. When they approach land, tropical
storms and hurricanes can be extremely
deadly and destructive – even as far north
as New Jersey, and even when they do not
make landfall.

NJOEM suggests the following readi-
ness steps: Get a kit of emergency sup-
plies for 72 hours, make an evacuation
and shelter plan, stay informed of pos-
sible threats and have a battery-powered
radio.

NJOEM remains in constant commu-
nication with all county offices of emer-
gency management, the National Weather
Service and state and federal partners to
deliver timely information to the public
as well as respond to any incidents in a
timely manner.

For more information regarding Hurri-
cane Season, see ready.nj.gov/plan/hur-
ricane-before or call 211.
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Recent Home Sales
Westfield:

Majestic Homes II, LLC. to Mark
D. Hines and Marianne Rose, 445
Topping Hill Road, $1,300,000.

Beverly A. and John A. Charters to
Michael J. and Nancy E. Walker and
Eugene G. Walker, 702 South Av-
enue, West, $655,000.

Edward J. and Dina M. Orr to Owen
and Jamie McKeon, 754 West Broad
Street, $480,000.

Richard L. Yorkowitz to 415
Westfield Avenue, LLC, 415 Westfield
Avenue, $360,000.

Louis J. Durante to Joseph C.
Whelan and Heather M. McGovern,
734 Marcellus Drive, $540,000.

Stephen and Beryl Levy to Sharon
Wright, 905 Union Street, $755,000.

759 Central Avenue, LLC to Jed
Efrus, 759 Central Avenue,
$1,650,000.

James and Kaila Chen to Glenn
and Hollie Karaban, 53 Moss Av-
enue, $590,000.

YARCAR, LLC to Yossi Arbitsman,
948 Sedgewick Avenue, $250,000.

Lawrence M. Rolnick and Kim-
berly A. Sorrentino to Sabina and
Bastiaan Schuttevaer, 1170 Lawrence
Avenue, $1,503,750.

Cheryl Smith to Kieran A. Brown
and Jeffrey W. Flynn, 523 Birch Av-
enue, $620,000.

Bradford T. Spiers and Aimee L.

Spiers to Vincent D. and Judith A.
Salerno, 538 North Chestnut Street,
$960,000.

Bella Properties, LLC to David
and Leslie O’Connor, 731 Harding
Street, $1,140,000.

Louis and Helene E. Walker to
Barry and Susan Higgins, 859 Wil-
low Grove Road, $590,000.

D & C Realty Associates, LLC to
Robert C. Nemeth, 33 Mohawk Trail,
$995,000.

Deutsche Bank National Trust Co.
to Kiryl and Claudia Mauryshchau,
1513 Pine Grove Avenue, $375,000.

D. Villane Construction, LLC to
Brigid and Chris Robertshaw, 296
Seneca Place, $1,050,000.

Ryan R. Bussey and Susan Bussey
Carter and Mark Bussey to Thomas
Stappas, 357 Brightwood Avenue,
$364,000.

Blodwen and Richard Fletcher to
Michael and Lindsay Iwanicki, 257
Edgewood Avenue, $935,000.

Benjamin and Janine Jacobson to
Rooney J. and Roseanna A. Coleman,
27 Scudder Road, $1,607,500.

Elias F. and Michelle Habayeb to
Scott L. and Tricia Lerner, 824
Kimball Avenue, $775,000.

John A. and Beverly Charters to
Michael D. and Anita Miller, 311
Temple Place, $725,000.

Ryan and Kathleen Oligino to Tjerk

and Eveline DeBruin, 300 Wells
Street, $795,000.

Eric J. and Gail E. Friedman to
Adam and Stacy Burrick, 9 Settlers
Lane, $959,000.

Mulligan Homes, LLC to Karen J.
Egert, 125 Cedar Street, $839,900.

Scotch Plains:
Fay Tropeano to Quan Li and

Yuanpeng Huang, 18 Ditzel Farm
Court, $750,000.

Werner C. Sturm to Grant M. and
Laura M. Watt, 9 Clydesdale Road,
$700,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public auction on WEDNESDAY, JUNE
11, 2008,  in the Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such
later time and place to which said sale may then be adjourned, all of the several lots and
parcels of land assessed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each
respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable
against said lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed
to the 11th day of June 2008.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to
the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other
method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold.
Properties for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the
Borough of Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property
with interest and costs. Payments must be in the form of cash, certified check or money
order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.). In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLK LOT OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION TOTAL DUE
22 6 Johnson, Kevin & Aretha 70 Portland Avenue $  7,901.86
26 51 Kiss, Joseph & Evelyn 24 Mary Lane $  5,735.39
27 60 Clark, Charles & Jill 162 Farley Avenue $  6,526.06
55 10 SJF Real Estate Holding 65 South Avenue $  5,774.76
60 2 Patel, Hasmukh &

    Mahendra 190 South Avenue $     252.87
61 2.01 Twelve Springs Inc 209 South Avenue $  4,331.85
64 10 Messercola Bros Bldg 34 S Martine Avenue $  5,296.27
66 2 Seaboard Associates 265 South Avenue $27,578.23
66 3 Seaboard Associates 275 South Avenue $14,713.37
116 62 Roane, I. & Griffin, S. &

     Murray 71 Trenton Avenue $  6,703.83
116 90 Bates, Keith 1 Saville Row $  9,319.00

Colleen M. Huehn
Collector of Taxes

4 T - 5/15, 5/22, 5/29, 6/5/08, The Times Fee: $334.56

Dennis and Pamela Brooks to
Needlepoint Homes, LLC, 1670 Coo-
per Road, $300,000.

Kin Wai and Jeanette M. Ng to
Jeffrey and Christina Anderson,
$675,000.

Robert and Aimee Cantwell to Todd
M. Manegold and Christina M.
Porcella, 1820 Quimby Lane,
$600,000.

Neil Armstrong to Carlos Ramos
and Michael G. King, 1616 Front
Street, $360,000.

Paul N. and Judith N. Gorski to
Zachary and Victoria Silsby, 532

Westfield Road, $440,000.
La Casa Construction, LLC to Ri-

chard D. Villane, 2292 Mountain
Avenue, $347,500.

John and Domenica Kroll to Louis
Kang and Katarzyna Stevens, 2116
Aldene Avenue, $375,000.

John J. and Lauren A. Paino to
Cathy Lee Tomlinson, 2405 Bryant
Avenue, $422,000.

Ralph Froehlich, Sheriff of Union
County to Mohammad A. Chaudry
and M. Eijaz Malik, 310 Willow Av-
enue, $230,000.

Dorothy Robinson to William Petix,
Jr., 2441 Hill Road, $375,000.

Anthony J. DiFilippo to Bassam I.
and Patricia K. Markho, 2447 Hill
Road, $770,000.

Deutsche Bank Trust Company of
America to James Cornell and Will-
iam Humphreys and Richard
Humphreys and Michael H. Cornell,
227 Willow Avenue, $305,000.

Pinnacle Developers Corporation
to Celine and Sefton D. Bass, Jr.,

2163 Rarutan Road, $859,900.
Mohammad A. Chaudry and M.

Eijaz Malik to Justus Nyamiaka and
May Ann Desaca, 310 Willow Av-
enue, $268,000.

Estate of Alphonso Blasucci to
Romano and Mary Del Roio, 2087
Westfield Avenue, $285,000.

Estate of Lawrence H. Mueller, Jr.
to Susan Petras and Christophe Blaise,
1031 Cellar Avenue, $193,000.

Collette M. Rex to Caswell L. and
Juliett Samms, 226 Hawthorne Av-
enue, $399,000.

Albert Allahand to John Wyatt, 530
Park Avenue, $212,500.

Estate of Gail E. Desantis to Brian
Wilson and Meghan Gatens, 231
Hawthorne Street, $437,600.

Dorothy White to Thomas W. and
Jennifer L. Phillips, 418 Warren
Street, $315,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Special Meeting

DATE OF MEETING: Monday, June 9, 2008

LOCATION: Evergreen School – New Multipurpose Room
2280 Evergreen Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey  07076

TIME: 7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING: The Board will meet to recognize high school stu-
dents for their accomplishments.

1 T - 5/29/08, The Times Fee: $28.56

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Broker / Sales Associate
DIRECT LINE: 301-2005
E mail: revaberger@aol.com

REVA BERGER

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE   209 CENTRAL AVENUE   908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 1st • 1-4pm

Nestled into a lush green professionally landscaped setting with winding
paths and charming stone walls this gracious home has wonderful and
thoughtful amenities. The spacious family room with high ceilings offers
glass walls for gorgeous views of the surrounding gardens. The large garden
room off the dining room and the kitchen will become a favorite place to
entertain, have quiet dinners or just curl up with a book. The well thought
out newer eat-in kitchen also overlooks the garden. All three baths are
new and for the busy family looking for choices for more living space a
second family room and a computer room are offered. In supurb condition,
this wonderful home shows the tender loving care it was given and
welcomes both family and friends to a relaxed life style.  DIRECTIONS:
Cooper Rd. right on Heather, right on Highlander, left on Clydesdale,
right on Sunnyfield, left on Sleepy Hollow Lane.  Offered at $739,000.
WSF0392  GSMLS #2518210

1249 Sleepy Hollow Lane, Scotch Plains

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD $1,395,000
This early Art-Deco 1940’s home is a unique and pristine home filled with
amenities galore!  This 9 room home features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, Master
Bedroom Suite with sitting area and marble spa bathroom, Gourmet kitchen
with sleek wood cabinetry, granite countertops and stainless steel appliances,
3 car attached garage, hardwood floors, sound system, CAC, conservatory
with floor-to-ceiling nine-light windows that overlook the professionally
landscaped lush property.  WSF0314

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, June 1st • 1-4pm
465 Topping Hill Road

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD J. B. CALDORA CONSTRUCTION $2,750,000
Extraordinary Caldora constructed luxury colonial home, situated on a private lane in
Wychwood. This home has 11 rooms, 4 bedrooms, 4 marble baths, 3 fireplaces, butlers
pantry with sink and wine cooler, kitchen with two subzero appliances, two dishwashers and
a 48" range. A grand staircase leads to bridge overlooking great room. Triple trey ceiling w/
crown molding in dining room and coffered trey ceiling in Master bedroom. Master suite
includes California closets and a Jacuzzi tub.  MLS # 2494177

WESTFIELD ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO $1,329,000

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

WESTFIELD D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION $949,000
This 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths custom Tudor Colonial home features “Energy Star” rated
construction by D. Villane Construction...a top quality builder with an impeccable reputation.
Convenient location close to schools, Memorial Pool and transportation. *Photo of similar
home.  MLS # 2496261

Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable attention to detail set this home at
the pinnacle of new construction. Nearly 4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 5 1/2
baths, 2 story entry foyer flanked by library/study, formal living & dining rooms. A custom
crafted center island kitchen opens to a large family room with a distinctive wood burning
fireplace. Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany inlay borders will complement
the detail & craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence. Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings
are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite. Customize this
home as your own with the builder. QUICK CLOSING.  MLS # 2518842

WESTFIELD ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO $1,569,000
This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast
nook, wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning
fireplace w/marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath,
closets, dry bar & bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full
baths, laundry room & walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets,
fireplace & a spa like retreat w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details.
QUICK CLOSING.  MLS # 2488244

 
 
 
 
 

Other locations available. 

 
 
 

Please call The Westfield Office 
(908) 654-7777 

 
 

 
 

Our Builders will  
work with their plans 

or yours. 

New Construction in Westfield and Mountainside

Prospect Street in Westfield 
3 Homes starting at $1,250,000 

 

Wild Edge Lane in Mountainside 
2 Homes starting at $2,500,000 

 

Wyandotte Trail in Wandotte Trail in Westfield 
1 Home at $2,995,000 

 
 

TO BE BUILT 
ELEGANT HOMES BY 

RALPH RAPURALPH RAPUANO 
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2008 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDING

DECEMBER 31, 2008
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2008 2007

1. Surplus $2,900,000.00 $2,475,000.00
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues $5,830,317.63 $6,645,591.39
3. Receipts from Delinquent Taxes $775,000.00 $600,000.00
4. Local Tax for Municipal Purposes $15,133,486.22 $14,323,944.02

 Total General Revenues $24,638,803.85 $24,044,535.41

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2008 BUDGET 2007 BUDGET

1. Operating Expenses:  Salaries & Wages $9,147,457.00 $8,878,001.00
                                         Other Expenses $11,546,133.19 $11,395,426.58

2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations $550,798.66 $460,342.83
3. Capital Improvements $5,000.00 $100,000.00
4. Debt Service $1,881,415.00 $1,730,765.00
5. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes $1,508,000.00 $1,480,000.00

Total General Appropriations $24,638,803.85 $24,044,535.41
Total Number of Employees 177 176

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT
BONDS

Interest $2,418,860.00
Principal $11,700,000.00
Outstanding Balance $14,118,860.00

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, on May 13, 2008.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on June 10, 2008 at 8:00
o’clock P.M., at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2008 may
be presented by the taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the budget are available in the office of Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076, (908) 322-6700, during the hours of 8:30 A.M.
to 4:00 P.M.
1 T - 5/29/08, The Times Fee: $128.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Tuesday,
June 17, 2008, for the

“PROPOSED STORM SEW-
ERS ON VARIOUS ROADS
(ROANOKE ROAD/ORENDA
CIRCLE) IN THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract will include, but will not be limited to,
the following in estimated quantities:

510 Linear Feet - 12 inch High Density
Polyethylene Pipe

4 Each - Construct Type ‘E’ Inlets
1 Each - Construct Manhole
The successful bidder shall start con-

struction ten (10) days after notice of award
of Contract is given, and shall complete all
work within thirty (30) calendar days after
notice to proceed.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must also
be accompanied by a Surety Company
Certificate stating that said Surety Com-
pany would provide the bidder with the
required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collu-
sion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualifica-
tion Statement, Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.

All bidders must submit with their bid a
copy of their New Jersey Business Regis-
tration Certificate. Failure to submit proof
of registration will disqualify the bid.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engi-
neer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $25.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town; it is deemed advis-
able to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T - 5/29/08, The Leader Fee: $65.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on June
9, 2008 in the Council Chambers in the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeals for
variance(s) from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

Robert Green & Joan Mucksavage,
901 Irving Avenue, Applicant is seeking
permission to construct two first floor addi-
tions contrary to Sections 11.09E5 and
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a 20 foot side yard setback
on a corner lot. Proposed is 10 feet. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum coverage by
buildings and above ground structures of
20%. Proposed is 23%.

Sandra L. Morrow, Ph.D, 635 Forest
Avenue, Per Section 19.06 of the Land
Use Ordinance – Applicant seeks Certifi-
cation that a non-conforming use is lawful.
Per Section 11.09 and 14.03B of the Land
Use Ordinance, the current use is not
permitted. Applicant seeks a certification
that the described use, namely, a one-
person psychologist’s office/practice op-
erated by the owner/occupant of the pre-
mises located in a residential zone is a
legal non-conforming use. The current
ordinance does not allow the services of a
psychiatrist or other health service any of
which involve patient and client visitation
to the premises to operate as a home
occupation.

Thomas R. Summers, 545 Hanford
Place, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a single story addition contrary to
Sections 12.04F1 and 11.09E5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20%. Proposed is
20.8%. Ordinance requires a minimum
street side yard setback for a corner lot of
20 feet. Proposed is 8.21 feet.

Bryant & Jacqueline Pantano, 18 Ply-
mouth Road, Applicant seeks permission
to construct a one-story rear addition, a
two-story side addition, an enclosed front
entrance porch, a rear dormer and a new
garage contrary to Sections 11.06E,
12.04F, and 12.04E of the Land Use Ordi-
nance.  Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 15 feet. Proposed is
10.5 feet. Ordinance allows a maximum
coverage by buildings and above ground
structures of 20% of 2,732 square feet.
Proposed is 20.4% or 2,798 square feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum FAR of 30%
or 4,000 square feet. Proposed is 29.7%
or 4,068 square feet.

Simon & Karen Lack, 10 Kimball
Circle, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a two-story addition contrary to Sec-
tion 12.03D&E of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a front yard setback of
50.7 feet. Proposed is 26 feet.

Michael & Caroline DeFreitas, 793
West Broad Street, Applicant is seeking
permission to retain a 6 foot fence contrary
to Section 12.07C of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum
height of 4 feet for a fence in a street side
yard or in a portion of a rear yard closer to

the street than the minimum street side
yard setback of 20 feet. Proposed is 6 feet.

Kenneth & Suzanne Welsh, 639
Dorian Road, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to construct a one-story addition con-
trary to Section 11.08E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of 10 feet. Pro-
posed is 7 feet 6 inches.

Robert E. Nash, 1915 Grandview Av-
enue, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a second story addition contrary to
Sections 12.04F1 & F2 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
coverage by buildings and above ground
structures of 20%, 22% with a deck. Pro-
posed is 22.2%, 22.9% with a deck.

C. F.G. R., L.L.C., 214 East Grove
Street, Applicant seeks preliminary and
final major site plan approval along with
associated “c” and “d” variances and a “b”
appeal seeking certification that the exist-
ing (and proposed) basement use is a
legal non-conforming use and alternatively,
applicant will seek a “d” variance for the
basement use. The applicant proposes to
add approximately 297 square feet of build-
ing area to the first floor and add 2,494
square feet to the second floor office space.
The proposal includes enclosing areas
that are currently first floor porches and
adding a front entry. By doing so the build-
ing coverage increases by approximately
572 square feet. The applicant proposes
to add a sidewalk that leads from the street
to the front entry. The all improvements
coverage as a result of the added building
coverage and the sidewalk increases by
approximately 779 square feet. The appli-
cant also proposes to raise and change
the roof configuration, make changes to
the site lighting and use the entire base-
ment for tenant space. Applicant is seek-
ing variances from the following sections
of the Land Use Ordinance:

11.22E.5 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum front yard setback of 40 feet. Pro-
posed is 34.5 feet.

11.22E.8 – Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building height of 30 feet. Proposed
is 42.83 feet.

11.22E.10 – Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum all improvements coverage of 50%.
Proposed is 60.5%.

17.02B2 – Ordinance requires 102 park-
ing spaces by zone. Proposed are 42
parking spaces.

17.02C5a – Ordinance requires 117
parking spaces by use. Proposed are 42
parking spaces.

17.10C – Ordinance allows a maximum
illumination level of 0.5 F.C. Proposed is
greater than 0.5 F.C.

Section 12.04C – Ordinance permits the
basement to be used only for storage and
similar support functions.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 5/29/08, The Leader Fee: $129.03

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
May 28, 2008 the following ordinance en-
titled:

CALENDAR YEAR 2008
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH

A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

was adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 5/29/08, The Times Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
proposals will bc received by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education; Union
County, New Jersey, for

LEASE PURCHASE FINANCING

The official bid opening will be held at
the Business Administrator’s office of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion, Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, at 1
pm, prevailing time, June 11, 2008, at
which time they will be publicly opened
and read aloud. ‘She bids must be clearly
marked on the envelope “Tax-Exempt
Lease Purchase Bid,” and must contain,
inter alia, the name and address of the
bidder. and the date and hour of bid open-
ing.

Bidders are required to comply with all
requirements of the Public Schools Con-
tracts Law, NJSA 18A:18-I, et seq., P.L.
1975, c.127 (N.J.A.C. 17:27) and with all
other Federal Laws and New Jersey Stat-
utes not specified herein.

Bid Specifications can be obtained by
contacting Phoenix Advisors, LLC (609)
291-0130. Bids must be on the proposal
form and in the manner designated in the
bid specifications. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period ending thirty (30) days
after the bid opening. Faxed bids will not
be accepted.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education reserves the right to reject any
and all bids or to waive any informalities in
the bidding if it is in the best interest of the
Board of Education to do so.

By Order of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education

Anthony Del Sordi
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/29/08, The Times Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

COUNTY OF UNION
NEW JERSEY

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

EMERGENCY BACK-UP
GENERATORS FOR THE

WESTFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Town of Westfield desires to pur-
chase two (2) fixed station emergency
back-up generators to replace existing
units for both Fire Houses located in the
Town of Westfield.

For a copy of the request for proposals,
or questions, regarding the request for
proposal, interested companies should
contact:

Office of the Town Clerk
425 East Broad Street

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(908) 789-4030

Completed Requests for Proposals must
be received before 12:00 noon on Tues-
day, June 17, 2008 and the envelope
submitting the response must be clearly
designated as “Response to Request for
Proposal – “Emergency Back-Up Genera-
tors.”
1 T - 5/29/08, The Leader Fee: $26.01

SHIPS AHOY!…Cub Scout Pack 171 recently made an overnight trip to Battle-
ship Cove in Fall River, Mass. to explore the world’s largest collection of historic
naval ships. After touring the battleship Massachusetts, destroyer Joseph P.
Kennedy, Jr., submarine Lionfish and PT Boats 617 and 796 and the Russian
missile corvette Hiddensee, the scouts, parents and leaders spent the night on
board the Massachusetts. Battleship Cove’s Nautical Nights program included a
storyteller and major motion picture depicting naval experiences during World
War II, when the vessels at the museum were engaged in active service.

Westfield Inter. Schools
Host Career Day

WESTFIELD – Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools in
Westfield held Career Awareness Days
this spring. More than 65 professionals
visited the schools in morning sessions.

Students in the sixth, seventh and
eighth grade were introduced to a wide
variety of occupations. The guidance
departments of both schools arranged
the career days.

“It was a pleasure to have such a
wonderful group of talented and dedi-
cated professionals speak to our stu-
dents,” Roosevelt Guidance Counselor
Kim Schumacher said. “We know the
students gained a greater sense of the
possibilities the future holds. Our ca-
reer day was a great success due to the
wonderful response from the many
members of our local community who
participated.”

TRICKS OF THE TRADE…Janet
Keeler of the Seeing Eye Dog Puppy
Project brought a popular friend with
her to career day, on May 14, at Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield. The
German Shepherd, Espie, was wel-
comed by many students, including
seventh graders Divine Prunty, left,
and Terence Gmelin.

SP-F Students Present
Research at Susquehanna

SCOTCH PLAINS – Two local col-
lege students presented the results of
their research and coursework at
Susquehanna University’s Senior
Scholars’ Day on April 15.

Fanwood’s Courtney Veeck is a
senior biology major. She graduated
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) in 2004, and is the
daughter of Robert and Joy Veeck.
Courtney presented research on “The
Comparative Diets of two Symatric
Foxes Located in Central Pa.”

Scotch Plains’ Allyson Salisbury is
a senior environmental science ma-
jor. She graduated from SPFHS in
2004, and is the daughter of Brian
and Connie Salisbury. Allyson pre-
sented research on “Water Budget
Study of Montandon Marsh, 2003-
2007.”

Senior Scholars’ Day allows
Susquehanna students to present re-
sults of research and creative projects
to the public. The session has more
than 90 presentations from nearly 120
students in a variety of academic pro-
grams.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Technology Commit-
tee for the Township of Scotch Plains has
performed extensive research into the tele-
phone services for the Township of Scotch
Plains as provided through  the Township
Municipal Building; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the aforemen-
tioned research, the Technology Commit-
tee has recommended that the Township
of Scotch Plains enter into a service agree-
ment with PAETEC Communications, Inc.
to provide local and dedicated long dis-
tance phone service to the Township of
Scotch Plains and has advised that
PAETEC would provide such services in
the most cost efficient and effective man-
ner; and

WHEREAS, the Technology Commit-
tee has reviewed the May 2, 2008 pro-
posed service agreement from PAETEC
Communications, Inc. and recommended
that the Township of Scotch Plains enter
into such an agreement for such services;
and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township
Council have reviewed the recommenda-
tion of the Technology Committee and the
proposed service agreement with PAETEC
Communications, Inc. and found it to be
reasonable, acceptable and in the best
interest of the Township of Scotch Plains;
and

WHEREAS, this contract is awarded
without competitive bidding under the pro-
vision of said Local Public Contracts Law
because the services are of such a quali-
tative nature and will not permit the receipt
of competitive bids due to the subjective
difference in the work product of such
persons and the fact that the ethical re-
quirements of such profession will not
permit such bidding, pursuant to N.J.S.A
40:11-5(1)(ff).

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Mayor and  Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains that the Mayor
and/or Township Clerk are hereby autho-
rized to enter into the service agreement
with PAETEC Communications, Inc., dated
May 2, 2008; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a
copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded
to PAETEC Communications, Inc., One
PAETEC Plaza, 600 Willowbrook Office
Park, Fairport, New York, 14450.

Dated: May 27, 2008
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk
1 T - 5/29/08, The Times Fee: $50.49

NATIVE TASTE…Beverly Friend displays artifacts during a visit to the Trailside
Nature and Science Center. Her workshop in traditional Native American
cooking for adults 18 years and older will be offered at Trailside in Union County’s
Watchung Reservation on Tuesday, June 10, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Cranford Theater
Is ‘OUT OF ORDER’
CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-

matic Club (CDC) will infuse the
summer season with a dose of impro-
visation.

CDC has booked the Morris
County-based improv troupe “OUT
OF ORDER” for a one-night-only
performance, on June 7, at 8 p.m.,
entitled “IMPROV JELLY.”

OUT OF ORDER player Russ
Crespolini said he was thrilled to bring
the group to Cranford, even if it is
only for one night.

Performing without scripts, sets or
costumes, the troupe uses a series of
musical games, character pieces and
interactive group scenes that involve
audience participation to put together
a full-length-show experience. The
June 7 performance will have a sum-
mer twist to it.

“We really take all of our sugges-
tions from our audience,” said Group
Director and Founder Kym Frank.
“They set the stage for us in terms of
characters and locations, and then we
whip up some incredibly hilarious
scene on the spot.”

Tickets cost $10. The theater is
located at 78 Winans Avenue. For
more information and to purchase
tickets, call (908) 276-7611.

Summer Workshop Offers
Something for All Abilities

WESTFIELD – From the novice
music student to the accomplished mu-
sician, the Westfield Summer Work-
shop (WSW) offers something for all
ability levels in its 2008 program.

Instruction on
many instruments
is offered, from pi-
ano to guitar. For
those who are un-
decided about
which instrument
to pursue, there is a
Music Sampler so
they can learn the
basics of playing
the clarinet, flute,
snare drum, violin
and trumpet.

Students must
supply their own in-
struments for all classes except Kids on
Keys and Music Sampler. Information
on instrument rental is available from
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
at (908) 789-9696.

Vocal music is also very much a part
of the WSW. Different classes teach
songs from the latest shows and mov-
ies, and techniques such as proper
breathing, tone production and diction.

In addition to the music classes, the
program includes courses in arts, crafts,
communications, dance, drama and
special interests for students from pre-
school to grade 8.

The 2008 WSW
will be held from
June 30 until July
31, from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m., at
Edison Intermedi-
ate School on
Rahway Avenue in
Westfield. Early
morning drop-off
and an afternoon
program with the
YMCA are also
available. Enroll-
ment is open to
residents of all

communities.
Professionals, as well as degreed and

certified instructors teach classes at the
WSW.

For additional information on the
WSW, call (908) 518-1551, visit the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts stu-
dios at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield or log on to
njworkshsopforthearts.com.

Class Offers Traditional
Native American Cooking

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will offer a workshop in traditional
Native American cooking for adults 18
years and older at the Trailside Nature
and Science Center on Tuesday, June
10, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

“The sense of taste provides a com-
pelling way to experience our Ameri-
can heritage,” said Freeholder Rick
Proctor. “Cooking these traditional
dishes will provide the participants
with unique new insights and stories
to share with family and friends.”

Beverly Friend, who is of Chero-
kee descent, will return to Trailside to
demonstrate traditional Native Ameri-
can cooking using modern techniques.

Ms. Friend will relate childhood sto-
ries passed down through generations,
as participants assist in the prepara-
tion of time-honored dishes, such as
corn soup.

The fee for the workshop is $15 for
Union County residents and $20 for
non-residents. Limited space is avail-
able. To pre-register call (908) 789-
3670. Walk-ins will be accommodated
only as space permits. Doors open 15
minutes prior to the event.

For more information visit ucnj.org/
trailside. The Trailside Nature and
Science Center is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside,
within Union County’s Watchung
Reservation.

Concert and Art Reception
Fundraiser for Darfur

WATCHUNG – The Watchung
Arts Center and the Darfur Rehabili-
tation Project, Newark, are co-spon-
soring a concert and art reception
benefit to raise money and support
for the displaced people of Darfur.

This event will take place from 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday, June 15.

The artist reception is scheduled
to take place on Sunday from 1 to 3
p.m. with the “An Afternoon of
Chamber Music” concert to follow
at 3 p.m. and conclude at 5 p.m.

The concert will feature mixed
sounds of string instruments, piano
and showcase solos by individual
instruments, including voice.

Pianist Annie Chiang, sophomore
at Ridge High School; violinist Chris-
topher Chen, seventh grader at Lawton
C. Johnson Summit Middle School;
cellist Daniel Birnbaum, sophomore
at Ridge High School, and soprano
Julie Corson from the William Annin
Middle School in Basking Ridge will
perform at the recital.

Through their efforts and talent,
these performers are hoping to use
music and art to inspire others and to
aid in the relief of the Darfur conflict.

Ticket prices are $25 for adults
and $15 for students.

The art exhibition, entitled “Bleed-

ing Drapes – Art from and for
Darfur,” opens on June 4, and will
remain at the arts center until June
29. Artwork by Khalid Kodi, adjunct
professor of the fine arts department
of Boston College, portrays the hor-
ror of the on-going tragedy in his
homeland, Sudan, and will fill both
the upper and lower galleries.

Kodi is a member of the Board of
the Darfur Rehabilitation Project and
an award-winning graphic designer,
illustrator, painter and sculptor with
an international reputation.

Tickets may be purchased in ad-
vance by calling (908) 753-0190, or
e-mail at wacenter@optonline.net.

For the complete schedule or for
more information, please visit
watchungarts.org.

The Watchung Art Center is located
at the Watchung Circle, 18 Stirling
Road, Watchung. For more informa-
tion about The Darfur Rehabilitation
Project go to darfurrehab.org.

MUSIC TO THE EARS…Workshop
band members can experience per-
forming with fellow musicians during
the Westfield Summer Workshop ex-
perience this summer.

SPFHS Alum
Graduates NJIT

SCOTCH PLAINS – On May 3,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
senior Carlaya Jones-Fowler gradu-
ated New Jersey Institute of Tech-
nology-Upward Bound Mathemat-
ics and Science Program.

She received an award for Most
Improved Student and Female Ath-
lete of the Year.

Library Friends Seek
Yard Sale Donations
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friends

of the Mountainside Public Library
will hold a fundraiser yard sale on
Saturday, June 7, from 9 a.m. to noon
in the parking lot next to the library.

Donations for the sale may be
dropped off at the library during regu-
lar library hours from Monday, June
2, through noon on Thursday, June 5.
Items must be clean and in working
condition. Household items, toys,
games, collectibles, art, kitchenware,
small furniture and other such mer-
chandise are welcome.

The Friends cannot accept com-
puters, televisions, books, clothing,
car seats or large furniture. The li-
brary is located on Constitution
Plaza in Mountainside. For more
information, call the library at (908)
233-0115.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, May 29, 2008 Page 19

          Fine Art & Crafts
at Nomahegan Park

JEWELRY • CLOTHING • GLASS • WOOD • FIBER • TOYS • FOLK ART • FINE ART

PHOTOGRAPHY • FURNITURE • GREAT FOOD •ROUND TRIP BAND - ENTERTAIMENT

CO-SPONSORED BY UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS & 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & COMMUNITY RENEWAL AND ROSE SQUARED

 Garden St Pky to exit 138, west 2 miles or Rt. 22 to 
Rt. 577 South 1.3 miles; follow signs

908-874-5247 OR ROSESQUARED.COM

SPRINGFIELD AVE, CRANFORD
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Whether Redbelt is an intellectual
look at martial arts or a martial arts
film written and directed by an intel-
lectual, leave it to Pulitzer Prize win-
ner David Mamet to be the brains
behind this engaging lesson in phi-
losophy and brawn. Constructed in
the auteur’s savvy, wisecracking style,
the film further defines the legacy-
proclaiming term, Mametesque.

Mamet delivers life’s underbelly
sans gloss, yet never without a con-
templation in social psychology. By
play or film’s end the soul always gets
a thorough workout, the human con-
dition is assayed and a meditation on
how the wiles of chance can affect
our fortunes is tossed up for conjec-
ture.

In this case, the drama is played out
within the intriguing world of those
who perceive the need for a serious
preparation against incursion. At the
eye of the desperate storm that will
take place is Chiwetel Ejiofor as Mike
Terry, jiu-jitsu instructor
extraordinaire. His business acumen
isn’t quite as astonishing.

Act 1, scene 1: Mike’s threadbare
martial arts school. Like him, it reeks
with idealism. His few students are
confident of his integrity. Joe Ryan, a
cop played by Max Martini, is his
unflinching star pupil, a black belt
aspirant. Keeping the books, wife
Sondra (Alice Braga) complains about
her impossible task.

This could be an entrée to the plot.
But, when more exigent circumstances
come to bear, it’s later for that. We met
the panicked lady (Emily Mortimer)
via the prologue. In the rain she sought
a pharmacy. Closed! Now, in a crazy
moment, she hurtles into Mike’s world.
A gun discharges. OK, it’s a mistake.
A good deed is done.

Skip to the second kindness and
begin to wonder about the road paved
with good intentions. In a bar, Mike
comes to the rescue of movie star
Chet Frank, played by a paunchy,
effete Tim Allen. Dispatching the
celebrity’s assailants with notable
aplomb, word spreads fast. Fight pro-
moters make offers. It’s no use. Mike
doesn’t compete…yet.

However, when invited for dinner
at the actor’s home and offered an
opportunity to both instruct and co-
produce his current war movie, Mike
doesn’t demur. At long last, a way to
pull the school out of debt without
compromising his values. Making the
dream-come-true even better, Chet’s
wife wants to back Sondra in a fash-
ion venture.

Still, we can’t help but be wary.
The first hint that all is not what it
appears to be occurs after Mike gifts

Redbelt: Holds Up Well

his money-strapped cop/student with
a Rolex Chet gave him. Attempting to
hock the watch, L.A.’s finest is told
it’s hot. Maybe there’s an explana-
tion. But if something is afoot, what’s
the deal and how long has it been in
progress?

Now, there are basically two types
of folks when it comes to this sort of
thing. Those who must figure it out
before the closing credits, and those
who are amazed that the human mind
can so exquisitely weave such de-
tailed sojourns into the depths of de-
ceit. While both should be satisfied,
special good luck to the first group.
This is Mamet’s forte.

Drawn into the world of martial
arts, we are soon commiserating with
Mike’s attempt at purity in a profes-
sion easily compromised by the love
of a quick simoleon. Isn’t it the sad
truth? Whether it’s our stamp collec-
tion, a love of cars or collecting string,
there’s always someone who wants
us to “stop being a sucker,” to enter
dollar signs into the equation.

Mamet knows this well. A tug of
war ensues. But when push comes to
shove, in Redbelt, it all boils down to
a time-honored, fight movie cliché.
Will Mike succumb to the promoters’
promise of beaucoup bucks and sully
his principled hands in the ring of
combat?

Sure, it’s about the cash but only on
the surface. You see, the villains here
aren’t simply content to make a bunch
of moolah. To borrow from Homer
and reference the title match between
Achilles and Agamemnon, there is
the issue of vanity. That is, though the
bad guys know they’re wrong, they
want their adversaries to say they’re
right.

Therefore, in Mamet’s little par-
able there is much loathing and seeth-
ing between the forces of good and
evil. Add to that the long-revered, oft-
quoted codes propounded by martial
arts gurus, and yet another layer of
thought is added to the moral discus-
sion. These conflicting factors all
claim a place on Mike Terry’s visage.
We root for him.

Fists of fury fans expecting a non-
stop, karate chopping of heads should
skip this one. Indeed, Mamet couldn’t
help but have it all lead up to the big
bout. And it’s a doozie. But, by apply-
ing to his filmmaking the tenets he so
smartly examines, the tightly fastened
Redbelt proves that “less is more” is
as valuable in storytelling as it is in
martial arts.

* * *
Redbelt, rated R, is a Sony Pictures

Classics release directed by David
Mamet and stars Chiwetel Ejiofor,
Alice Braga and Emily Mortimer.
Running time: 99 minutes.

UC MusicFest Opens Lineup
For a Contest-Winning Band
CRANFORD — The Love Hope

Strength Foundation, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and Union County MusicFest ’08 are
bringing music back to Nomahegan
Park on September 5 and 6. This
year’s MusicFest lineup has an open
spot for bands to audition to fill.

Interested bands must produce a
live video recording of their own ver-
sion of The Alarm’s “Strength.” The
video should be posted on
YouTube.com and a link sent to the
Union County MusicFest Web site
with information about the band. A
panel of musicians and producers will
narrow the videos down to five, which

will be voted upon by the fans.
The winning band will receive the

final spot at the Union County
MusicFest ’08 lineup, two hotel rooms
for the weekend of the performance
and promotion on both the Union
County MusicFest Web site and the
Love Hope Strength Foundation Web
site.

Last year’s MusicFest packed more
than 50,000 people at Nomahegan
Park to watch Live, Chuck Berry,
English Beat, The Alarm, Fountains
of Wayne, Apples in Stereo and
Smithereens.

To learn more, visit ucmusicfest.com
or lovehopestrength.org.Funding Approved For

Performing Arts Academy
ELIZABETH — The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders has ap-
proved $20 million in funding for a new
countywide performing arts high
school.

In partnership with Kean University,
the new Academy for Performing Arts
will provide students with career track
training in dance, acting, stage man-
agement, and stage technology.

“The performing arts are becoming a
vital part of Union County’s economic
landscape, and the Academy for Per-
forming Arts will provide a wonderful
opportunity for young residents to grow
into careers that enrich our communi-
ties,” said Freeholder Chairman Angel
G. Estrada.

“I am proud to welcome the Acad-
emy of Performing Arts to our award-
winning family of countywide schools,”
said Thomas Bistocchi, Superintendent
of the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools. “I would like to thank all
those who made this partnership with
Kean University possible.”

A cooperative arrangement with
Kean University will enable students at
the Academy to spend their senior year
at the Kean campus in Union. The
seniors will take a full freshman college
course load with a concentration in
performing arts major.

“We are very excited to partner with
Union County to provide students with
a challenging academic environment
as they hone their creative skills to
professional standards,” said Dawood
Farahi, president of Kean University.

Of the $20 million in funding, $15
million is slated for the construction of
a new 42,000 square-foot high school
facility on the campus of the Union
County Vocational-Technical School

District, located at 1776 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains.

The new facility will include class-
rooms and offices, a 4,000-square-foot
theater, a large performance studio,
dressing and changing rooms and stor-
age for costumes and sets.

Construction is expected to begin in
September 2008 and be completed in
December 2009.

The remaining $5 million will be
used for enhanced classroom space at
Kean University. Seniors who are
spending their freshman year at Kean
will also use the university’s studio
space, theater, and other performing
arts resources.

The school will open in September
2008, with a freshman class of 55
students.

Additional classes will be added in
each of three following years until the
school reaches its planned capacity of
approximately 200 students in grades
9-12.

For more information about Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools,
visit ucvts.tec.nj.us.

Artistic Tributes Receive
Awards at Members’ Show

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At the Scotch
Plains–Fanwood Art Association’s
(SPFAA) annual members’ show, held
at the Scotch Plains Public Library a
few weeks prior, tributes to family
members, a military ship and a trea-
sured family pet took home first place
honors.

Judith White, of Roselle, won both
“Best in Show” and first place in the
oil category for her painting, “Going
Up the Hudson.”

The painting, featuring Ms. White’s
grandparents on a small boat, was
inspired in part by a photograph of
Ms. White’s grandmother taken
around WWI.

“My grandfather was an amateur
photographer. He wasn’t in the pic-
ture because he took the picture,” Ms.
White said.

Using a separate photograph of her
grandfather, Ms. White incorporated
her two grandparents together into
one painting to create the tribute.

She mixed in sepia coloring and
washed the painting multiple times to
get the effect of an old photograph.

Betsy Ruff, of North Plainfield,
won first place in the watercolor cat-
egory for “Sandy,” a portrait of the
family’s now-deceased airedale ter-
rier.

“My kids grew up with Sandy,”
said Ms. Ruff. “As I was painting
‘Sandy,’ his spirit became obvious,”
she continued.

“The painting is very typical of him.
He was always ready to take off.”

Marie Gerus, of Rahway, won first
place in the mixed-media category
for her painting, “The Rose.”

Ms. Gerus took a random and unor-
thodox approach to create “The Rose.”

“I had no inspiration. I took ink,
diluted it with water, put it on a piece
of paper and turned the paper around

to see what evolved. When I added
acrylic, I noticed that it started to take
the shape of a rose,” she explained.

“I think it’s exciting when you don’t
know how your work will turn out,”
Ms. Gerus continued.

“Planning my work is boring to
me,” she said. “I find it much more
exciting when I don’t know how a
piece of art will turn out.”

Steve Tomczyk was awarded first
place in the acrylic category for his
painting, “Sea Runner From China to
San Diego.”

The painting features Sea Runner,
a Liberty Ship used by the govern-
ment to transfer troops and material
during WWII.

Mr. Tomczyk, who was stationed
in China as a member of the Marine
Corps, sailed back to the United States
on the Sea Runner.

He used house paint to create the
pink-tinged sky and the blues, greens
and grays of the water surrounding
the ship.

Other first place winners included
Marion Derrett for her pastel,
“Hands”; Connie Pinkowski, for her
photograph, “The Colors of
Barcelona”; and Steve Willis, for his
graphite, “Looking Up.”

Watercolor artist and instructor
Sandra Frank, of Westfield, judged
this year’s SPFAA members’ show
entries.

“Although we had a smaller num-
ber of entries in this year’s member
show, the quality of the work was
high, and I’m very pleased that our
membership is increasing,” said Paula
Pearl, the newly elected president of
SPFAA.

“We’re hoping to have another
members show in the fall,” she said.

Anyone interested in joining the
SPFAA is invited to contact Ms. Pearl
by phone at (908) 322-2590 or by e-
mail at Paulapearl@aol.com.

First place winners, clockwise from top left, are Judith
White, Marion Derrett, Betsy Ruff, Connie Pinkowski

AND THE WINNER IS…Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada,
right, and Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski congratulate Charles Rubin, on May 6,
on winning first place in the amateur category in the 2008 Union County Employee
Art Show. The exhibit is open to the public weekdays until June 2, from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. at the Elizabethtown Gas Company, located at Liberty Hall Center.

WF’s Uhr Uses Pastels
To Convey Love of Nature

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — One medium,
three different perspectives.

This is the best way to describe the
pastel paintings of three local artists
currently on exhibit at the Artist
Framer in Cranford.

Titled “The Pas-
tel Show,” the ex-
hibit showcases
the work of Bar-
bara Uhr, of
Westfield; Althea
Howlett Scheller,
of Watchung; and
Judith Banyas, of
Roselle Park.

Each artist uses
the potential of the
pastel medium to
express her per-
ception of nature.

The result is an
exhibit replete
with beauty and as
varied as the sea-
sons themselves.

For example,
Ms.Uhr’s paint-
ings are vibrant,
while Ms.
Scheller’s work
has a dreamlike
quality to it.

The paintings of Ms. Banyas stands
apart from those of Ms. Uhr and Ms.
Scheller by presenting a realistic, al-
most photographic, representation of
her subject matter.

The differences in presentation
serve to unite the exhibit under one
theme: the beauty and harmony of a
personal relationship with nature.

Much of Ms. Banyas’s work de-
picts scenes of the Delaware River
Basin, where kayaking, a favorite ac-
tivity, allows her to see a special side
of the river.

“As an artist, I want to give every-
one a chance to see the charm and
grandeur of the river,” she said, add-
ing that she chose pastels as her me-
dium because they allow her to “get
my hands into the picture.

“Working with pastels makes me
feel that I am in direct contact with
every part of the river as I work,” she
said.

Ms. Scheller, who paints in water-
colors as well as pastels, also feels a
oneness with nature.

“To be in touch with your sur-
roundings and know that you cannot
keep the moment but would like to
keep the memory is what I endeavor
to convey in my paintings,” she said.

Likewise, Ms. Uhr sees pastels as a

way to convey her love of nature.
“My works are my medium for

connecting and communicating,” she
said. “Some [people] use words; I use
color [to] hopefully convey an emo-
tion, a feeling or a thought.”

One interesting aspect of “The Pas-
tel Show” is the way all three artists

use the shades of
pink and purple –
two colors that
predominate in a
large number of
their pieces.

In “Sunset Over
the Bay,” Ms.
Scheller uses
pinks and purples
to emphasize tran-
sition into night-
fall, while Ms. Uhr
uses the same
shades to high-
light clouds in
“Clouds in the
Sun,” and Ms.
Banyas employs
them in a reflec-
tion of mountains
in a pond in “Two
Ponds Trail.”

“The Pastel
Show” will be at
the Artist Framer
until June 7.

The gallery is located at 17 North
Avenue in Cranford.

For gallery hours, call (908) 931-
1133.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

LOCAL TALENT…An art exhibit took place last week featuring the work of
Studio Sandra Cerchio students. The show was held in the art gallery of the Scotch
Plains Public Library. Pictured from left to right are, Carol Ekstrand, Mary Lynn
Parsloe, art instructor Sandra Cerchio, Carmela Resnick and Lilly Shelton.

NJPAC Presents Two
New Performances

NEWARK — The Tony Award-
winning musical, Movin’ Out, will be
showing at the New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center from June 10 though
June 15.

The musical, based on 24 classic
songs by Billy Joel will have eight
performances, and tickets range from
$23 to $79

After, from June 19 to 29, the
NJPAC will present a new production
of The Other Side of Newark, written
by Newark-born playwright Enid
Rudd.

There will be 10 performances of
this special engagement, and all tick-
ets are priced at $10.

“With this play, I wanted to say
something about racial problems –
the idea of rejecting people because
they are different color, or religion, or
so on,” said Enid Rudd. “I wanted
people to consider how much we lose
because of that.”

The Work of Westfield
Artist Barbara Uhr
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the farmhouse store

like no other store in Westfield

Free Parking
221 North Ave East                908-654-0444

www.TheFarmhouseStore.com

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THINGS ARE LOOKING UP…The excitement of young love and the
confusion of growing up are explored in Westfield Community Players’
Starting Here, Starting Now, an intimate revue from one of the most
respected teams in contemporary musical theatre, Richard Maltby, Jr.
and David Shire.  Pictured above, Kaye Gonzales, Jeffrey Dopson and
Tracey Lynne Haskell, three talented singers, perform the collage of
sophisticated, quick-patter songs reminiscent of Stephen Sondheim’s
lyrics. Tickets are available, by calling (908) 232-1221, for shows on May
30 and 31 at 8 p.m.

Westfield Community Players
Present Starting Here, Starting Now

Woman Pursues Her
Passion in Art and Law

CRANFORD — Award-winning
artist Theodosia “Theo” Tamborlane
of Cranford is currently the featured
artist at the New Jersey State Bar
Association Headquarters in New
Brunswick.

Ms. Tamborlane’s show opened in
conjunction with the 50th anniver-
sary celebration of the New Jersey
State Bar Foundation. The show, a
solo exhibition of her paintings, will
continue through the summer.

She recently won first prize in a
show at the Watchung Art Center for
her painting “Autumn Collage.”

Seven of her recent pieces are cur-
rently featured in The Sheaf, a New
Jersey literary art magazine.

Prior to becoming an artist, Ms.
Tamborlane practiced health law in
New Jersey for approximately 30
years. Today, she is counsel to the
law firm of Morales, Mendonca and
Pagan, LLC, in Union.

She will also have a solo show at
the Pearl Street Gallery in Elizabeth,
beginning on June 6. She can be
contacted at Tamborlane@aol.com.

NJ Choral Arts Society Offers
Inspiring Finale at UC Arts Center

By SAM JULIANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The New Jersey Cho-
ral Art Society performed a revue of
some of the opera’s most revered
passages, including George
Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, at a con-
cert on Saturday evening, May 17, at
the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway.

The two-hour season finale in-
cluded Randall Thompson’s
“Frostiana” and “Birthday Madrigals”
by John Rutter.

Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess vies
with Carlisle Floyd’s Susannah as the
greatest American opera. It is also the
crowning achievement in Gershwin’s
short-lived career and a work that has
exerted an enormous influence on
20th-century music.

More than any other work, it wed-
ded choral singing with jazz, and
many of its numbers are penultimate
standards of the form.

The Choral Art Society’s musical
director, James Little, and accompa-
nist Mary Beth Fall presided over the
two-part concert, which was typi-
cally facilitated with the collabora-
tion of the 25- piece Choral Art Soci-
ety Orchestra.

The marvelous acoustics in the
landmark former movie theatre, lo-
cated in the new arts district of down-
town Rahway, contributed to a most
memorable evening of timeless mu-
sic.

The concert began with two beau-
tiful works by America’s most distin-
guished composer, Randall Thomp-
son (1899-1984), the sad and elegiac
Alleluia, which was apparently a late
addition to the lineup, and Frostiana,
which combines ravishing Thomp-
son music and some of Robert Frost’s
most beloved poems, including “The
Road Not Taken” and “Stopping By
Woods on a Snowy Evening.”

The Choral Art Society was in its
element with these two sometimes-
neglected gems, infusing them with
haunting choral harmony and seem-
ingly perfect pitch and balance.

Alleluia, sung a cappella, was re-
peated over and over, with an intro-
spective, weaving, deeply felt vocal

line, until a final “Amen.” The chorus
was then joined by the orchestra in the
ravishing Frostiana, which stands as
vintage Americana, enjoining some of
the nation’s most unforgettable verses
with music that tonally embellishes
and defines the very essence of beauty.

The society’s program director must
be issued the highest compliment for
treating audience members to works
that may well have eluded them over

the years, regardless of their musical
acumen.

Two distinguished solo voices, the
soprano Andi Campbell and the lyric
baritone Sidney Jackson, then led the
society’s reading of twelve passages
from Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, in
addition to an introductory number.

Ms. Campbell thrilled the audi-
ence with a soaring range, powerful
delivery and clear diction, while Mr.
Jackson showed great flair, but at
times with less than satisfying pro-
jection of his fine intonation.

The revered and unforgettable
“Summertime,” “I Got Plenty of
Nuttin,” “Bess, You Is My Woman
Now” (a duet) and “It Ain’t Necessar-
ily So” – representing some of the
best songs in American musical the-
atre – were impressively rendered.

The jazzy and bouncy rhythms were
certainly a style departure for the
normally more traditional and sedate
Choral Arts Society membership; the
singers were sweated up after per-
forming the timeless Gershwin tunes,
giving the vaunted songbook a more
than serviceable reading.

Some of the other numbers per-
formed included: “A Woman is a
Sometime Thing,” “Gone Gone
Gone,” “Oh I Can’t Sit Down,” “I
Ain’t Got No Shame,” “There’s A
Boat Dat’s Leavin” and “Oh Lawd,
I’m On My Way.”

Maestro Little of the Choral Art
Society was surely aware that few
works, American or otherwise, con-
tained as many identifiable songs as
does Porgy and Bess, and the society
showed that it wanted to give its loyal
concertgoers a number of popular,
readily accessible classics.

Indeed, Gershwin’s music retains
an indelible place in modern culture.
He creates songs unsurpassed in the
fertility of their melodic invention, the
variety of their structures and the per-
fection of their craftsmanship.

Gershwin showed his true grit in
these songs, capturing deep emotions
in his music and demonstrating his
ability to accommodate and accentu-
ate the skills of his chosen performers.

There was a marked rhythmic and
choral contrast in many numbers (“My
Man’s Gone Now” is a perfect ex-
ample), and Ms. Campbell did a com-
mendable job navigating these op-
posing currents.

The bold and adventurous Choral
Art Society of New Jersey did its home-
work with Gershwin and delivered with
the proper amount of eloquence and
complexity needed to resurrect his in-
comparable melodies. The mix of Th-
ompson and Gershwin at the revamped
rustic venue was a perfect match.

SAVING THE BESS FOR LAST...The Choral Art Society presented an operatic
revue, including Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, in its finale.

Summer Theatre Camp
Open to Local Students

RAHWAY — The Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) in
Rahway offers two weeks of Summer
Theatre Camp to local students.

Children’s Stage Adventures (CSA)
offers an experience for students to
participate in the production of a live
performance.

On the Monday morning of each
week, the Missoula Children’s The-
atre-trained husband-and-wife team
of CSA will hold an auditions work-
shop to cast pre-registered students
to perform in a production.

The auditions will give CSA par-
ticipants an opportunity to put their
“best foot forward” and places more
emphasis on spirit, attitude and par-
ticipation, rather than talent. Nothing
needs to be prepared for this work-
shop.

The show is rehearsed throughout
the week. At the end of the week, 50
to 60 local students perform a high-
quality musical production of a clas-
sic children’s tale.

Each production is complete with
professionally designed scenery, cos-
tumes, props, makeup, sound and
lighting equipment.

The first week’s performance is
The Princess and the Pea, and the
second week’s performance is The
Emperor’s New Clothes.

For more information, contact
(732) 499-8226 or visit ucpac.org.

This program is appropriate for
students in kindergarten through 12th
grade.

See It In Color
At Goleader.com

WHS Senior Presents
Disney Sing-A-Long

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School senior Mia Pafumi will be
presenting her senior project, The
Disney Princess Sing-A-Long, at
Westfield High School, on June 5
from 4 to 6 p.m.

Mia will be bringing the magic of
Disney to the stage. Girls and boys of
all ages are invited to meet and greet
the princesses. Those interested can
enjoy an afternoon full of singing,
refreshments, photos and autographs.
Admission to this event is $5.

For additional information and ad-
vance purchase of tickets, contact Mia
at (908) 654-6422 or e-mail
Ciaobella0430@aol.com.

All net proceeds from the sing-a-
long will be donated to C.A.S.T.
(Community Actors Student Theater)
a non-profit children’s theater orga-
nization.

Art Studio Opening for
Public’s Viewing Pleasure

Concert Band to Perform
Spring Concert in Westfield
WESTFIELD — On Sunday, June

1, at 2 p.m., the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts Concert Band under
the direction of conductor Howard
Toplansky will perform a spring con-
cert in the Westfield Community
Room at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield. The concert is open to the
public and admission is free.

“We are delighted to be playing at
the Westfield Community Room.
Our musical selections are geared
to please a variety of musical tastes
and range from Renaissance to Rag-
time favorites,” stated Mr.
Toplansky.

The “March of the Tankmen” by
S.A. Chernetsky will be a featured
selection. Chernetsky is considered
the “Sousa of Russia” and is known
for his exceptional compositional
merit.

Chernetsky was the director of
the Red Army Band from 1932 to
1950 and was known to have com-

posed more than 50 marches of spir-
ited and patriotic character just dur-
ing World War II.

The concert will also offer “Danc-
ing with the Wind” by Tracey
Behrman and the “Overture in Clas-
sical Style” of Charles Carter.

Also planned for the concert are
“March of Freedom” by V.
Vishnevetsky and “Fugue on the
theme Zhuruvele” by Anton
Arensky.

Rounding out the program will
be “Wir Gruessen mit Musik” by
Sigfried Rundel and the waltz
“Queen of the Ball” by V. Bekker.

Closing the concert will be the
newly discovered “Triumph of the
Victors” by an anonymous Russian
composer.

 For further information about the
concert or to learn how to become a
member of the NJWA Concert Band,
call (908) 789-9696 or e-mail
njwaband@att.net.

CRANFORD — Jersey Central Art
Studios (JCAS), a New Jersey non-
profit, arts-based organization, is
moving ahead with plans to develop a
working arts center that utilizes exist-
ing space in downtown Cranford.

JCAS will be starting the review
process of works done by profes-
sional visual artists who are inter-
ested in leasing space.

Ultimately, artists will be jury se-
lected to ensure a high standard of
quality.

The arts center is expected to host
a variety of media that could include
painting, ceramics, photography, jew-
elry, stained glass, printmaking and
sculpture. Artists will have the option

of sharing space to display and sell
their work and to work with other
artists.

The public will be encouraged to
visit the studios, observe the artistic
process, purchase original artwork
and interact with the artists. In this
way they will get a first-hand look at,
and be immersed into, the entire cre-
ative process.

JCAS is committed to enhancing
Cranford’s downtown by making cul-
tural opportunities more available for
local residents and surrounding com-
munities.

Not only has the Cranford Town-
ship Committee been supportive, but
Mayor Bob Puhak also has been an
advocate for the effort.

“There is a strong interest and com-
mitment to the arts in Cranford, but
the truth is that there exists substan-
tial potential for more,” he said. “The
effort to establish an arts center and
studios makes sense in enhancing this
already great community and our
downtown core.”

Founded by Cranford resident Deb
Leber, along with David Leber, Allen
Barkin and Chuck Robertson, JCAS
has taken on the task of expanding
high quality arts in Cranford. Artists
interested in leasing space may get
more information by visiting jcas.org
or calling (908) 272-3743.
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Inspirational . . .

There are no goodbyes for us,
Wherever you are,

You will always be in my heart.

(reference: Gandhi)


