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The 101 days between Memorial Day
and Labor Day could be days filled with
fun, vacation, picnics, relaxation or other
summer activity. But traffic-safety advo-
cates know these critical 101 days trans-
late into crowded highways and an in-
crease in unnecessary traffic mishaps.

There are six factors that contribute to
most summer fatal crashes: failure to wear
safety belts or use child-safety seats prop-
erly, drinking and driving, fatigue, car-
maintenance failures, speeding and driver
distractions.

Traditionally, Americans travel more
than one trillion miles in these 101 days
– an extra 10.5 million miles per month
than other month of the year. Unfortu-
nately though, an average of 270 addi-
tional people die in traffic fatalities
each month during the summer com-
pared to the rest of the year. Of the 25
deadliest traffic-fatality days in the past
five years, 20 of them fell during the
101 days from Memorial Day weekend
to Labor Day.

New Jersey drivers face an even greater
challenge this year. Tourism experts pre-
dict vacation and recreational resort travel
will hit all-time highs this year despite
gasoline prices nearing $4 a gallon. High
gasoline prices usually mean shorter trips
with a higher number of motor vehicles
going to local resort areas. This leads to
exceeding our highway system design
capacity and causing traffic delays that,
in turn, will aggravate drivers. Aggrava-
tion can then lead to temper flaring, dan-
gerous driving and crashes.

The law-enforcement community is
mapping out strategies designed to re-
duce highway tragedies during the 101
days. Police will try to keep traffic mov-
ing as safely as possible. At the same
time, they will be looking for traffic law
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violators and, in particular, those who are
speeding, cutting in and out of traffic,
hogging the left lane and following too
closely. There will be extra patrol units on
duty scanning the roadways for drunk
drivers, motorists driving while fatigued,
talking on cell phones while driving and
not using safety belts. The increase in
police presence is not to build up revenue
for municipalities or the state. The intent
is to make our highways safe by employ-
ing crash-prevention strategies.

The New Jersey State Association of
Chiefs of Police and the New Jersey Po-
lice Traffic Officers Association endorse
the 101 Days program and pledge their
strength, dedication and concern to help
make this a safe summer. Both associa-
tions are encouraging every police de-
partment to promote and participate in
safety campaigns that not only cover these
101 days, but will also last throughout the
year as well.

The bottom line is – if you drive right
and plan safety into everything you do,
you’ll reduce your chances of being in a
crash. If you think this will only happen to
the “other guy,” remember to the “other
guy,” you are the other guy. Safeguard
yourself and your family, always drive
safely.

Courtesy of Suzy Minken (L), Kim Choma (R)
SPECTACULAR RAINBOWS...Last week, spectacular rainbows filled the evenings skies following the spring rains. At left,
a rainbow, last Thursday, jumps from Elm Street and the Westfield train station into the evening sky. At right, a rainbow
is photographed, last Friday, from a deck in Mountainside as it descends to Westfield below. See this in color at goleader.com.

Global investment experience 
is right around the corner

At Smith Barney, we put 130 years of investing experience
behind every client relationship we build, and every decision 
we make. With nearly 600 branches nationwide, we’re avail-
able to help you with the full range of financial services: 

Smith Barney
Linda M. Gelson

Westfield, NJ 07091
(908) 518-5402

INVESTMENT PRODUCTS: NOT FDIC INSURED. NO BANK 
GUARANTEE. MAY LOSE VALUE
© 2008 Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC. Securities are offered through Citigroup Global 
Markets Inc. Smith Barney is a division and service mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and its 
affiliates and is used and registered throughout the world. Citi and Citi with Arc Design are trade-
marks and service marks of Citigroup Inc. and its affiliates, and are used and registered throughout 
the world. Working WealthSM is a service mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Citigroup Global 
Markets Inc. and Citibank are affiliated companies under the common control of Citigroup Inc.

Little-Known Facts
SPRING LAKE – Peter Echausse of

Westfield “hammered” his way through
the course and placed 74th in the Spring
Lake Five Mile Race on May 24.

Westfield Parking Fines and Fees
Are Not Adding Up with Experiences
I have been watching weekly the de-

bate over the parking dilemma and the
raise in parking fines. Now I get to relate
my own personal experience.

On May 20 at 6:20 a.m., I parked in Lot
301 at the train station and used my park-
ing card at the pay station. I had to switch
over to a parking card because, typically,
these new, wonderful machines won’t
take dollars — especially in inclement
weather.

But that is not the point of this letter. I
also wonder every day why there is a
seven-year wait when there are many
vacant spots each day, and a police officer
sits at the entrance of the train station in
the morning and collects $5 versus my $6
at the pay station.

But this too is not the point of the letter.
In any event, when I returned home on the
evening of May 20, I had received the
infamous Westfield parking ticket. And
of course I was perplexed as to why.

I parked in space 309; my receipt said
space 309, yet my ticket said space 306.
When I looked down at the pavement,
there was no space 306 – when the spaces
were recently painted with new numbers,
someone or some agency went 305, 309,
307, 308, 309. You got it – two 309s!
Brilliance! At 6:20 a.m., I am only look-
ing at my space and number, but doesn’t
our great staff of five enforcers notice the
discrepancy? You have to laugh – is this
just another way to gain more revenue?

I read Mr. Carauana’s financial facts
column in The Westfield Leader last week,
and candidly, it does not add up. Approxi-
mately $415,000 in salaries and benefits
for five officers, a supervisor and clerical
support? So – on average $55,000 per

person.
I hope these enforcement officers are

also the great police enforcers we have, so
they are doing more than parking tickets.
However, I cannot tell that from the col-
umn.

Nice, many of our Westfield teachers
are compensated similarly, and certainly,
the aides in our schools don’t make that
type of compensation; yet, we chose to let
many of them go to make our budget.

If our loss for parking violations was
$205,000 in 2007, at least cut the staff in
half so we break even and make the re-
maining employees more productive.

And please stop talking about these
great new pay stations. The one behind
Baron’s continues to have issues and only
accepts change, and I mentioned the reli-
ability at the train station.

Finally, I lived all over the country in
large cities and small towns, and I have
never witnessed such a debate over parking
problems and issues. All of us can see the
increasing number of vacant stores; many
of us have been harassed by parking en-
forcement or received tickets, and our busi-
ness owners are being vocal and rightly so.

Mr. Carauana — just because you don’t
receive letters from folks not willing to
shop in Westfield anymore doesn’t mean
it isn’t happening. I never wrote a letter
until now, and I am one that is happier to
go online or go to Cranford or Menlo Park
versus shopping or eating in Westfield.

Oh, and today, I paid my $6 at the pay
station and received no receipt. Who
knows if it was processed or what I will
find on my windshield when I get home.

Eric Shepcaro
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Scotch Plains Native
Completes Navy
Nuclear Training

FHTNC — Navy Petty Officer 3rd
Class Joseph A. Agbuya, a 2006
graduate of Academy Of Information
Technology, Scotch Plains, recently
graduated from the Navy’s Nuclear
Power School at Naval Nuclear Power
Training Command, Goose Creek,
S.C.

During the six-month course,
Agbuya received fundamental train-
ing in technical fields related to the
nuclear power program. Agbuya stud-
ied mathematics and physics for three
months in preparation for hands-on
training later in the course. In the
latter half of the course, Agbuya spent
hours becoming familiar with nuclear
reactor theory and operations. With
his newly acquired knowledge,
Agbuya is prepared to operate a reac-
tor on a nuclear-powered submarine
or aircraft carrier, ensuring the avail-
ability of propulsion and power.

Agbuya joined the Navy in No-
vember 2006.

Westfield Police Dept.
Holds Bike Auction

WESTFIELD – A bicycle auc-
tion will be held on Wednesday,
June 18, at the Westfield Armory
Parking Lot, 500 Rahway Avenue,
according to Chief John Parizeau of
the Westfield Police Department
(WPD).

There will be approximately 52
bicycles up for auction. These are
bicycles that have been in the posses-
sion of the WPD for at least six months
with undeterminable ownership. Bi-
cycles will be available for inspec-
tion from 1 to 1:30 p.m., with the
auction starting promptly at 1:30 p.m.

Any individual who feels that his
or her bicycle may be in the posses-
sion of the WPD must bring proof of
ownership by Tuesday, June 17, at 2
p.m. to the WPD.

Cranford Chefs Cook
Winning Meal for Six
AREA – Two members from The

Cranford Chapter of Les Marmitons
cooked an exquisite five-course din-
ner, for free, for Lucille Buonocore.

Ms. Buonocore was one of the win-
ners of The Arc of Union County’s
fundraising event held at the
Westwood in Garwood.

“I didn’t even buy a ticket to the
event,” said Lucille. “A friend of mine
invited me to go and now that I have
been, I plan to go to The Arc’s Tricky
Tray fundraiser from now on. It was a
thrilling, fast-paced evening, with
over 300 baskets of prizes and over
300 energized guests. We had a blast.”

Each year merchants donate mer-
chandise and gift certificates to The
Arc’s event. For the second time, Les
Marmitons members Richard Dreher
and Robert Riel donated a gourmet
evening of dining, along with their
time, cooking skills and talents.

Ms. Buonocore met with Mr.
Dreher and Mr. Riel. Sharing their
expertise and guidance to plan a din-
ner of a lifetime, She convinced them
to cook for six guests instead of four.

The diners savored a caramelized
onion tart; seared scallop with orange-
soy glaze; a salad of mixed spring
greens with blood oranges, cranber-
ries and pecans; veal saltimbocca,
mushroom risotto, butter-braised as-
paragus and oyster mushrooms with
peas and tarragon for the entrée; and
orange infused flan for dessert.

For more information on this year’s
Arc Tricky Tray event, please visit
arcunion.org.

To learn more about Les
Marmitons, please visit
lesmarmitons.org and select the
Cranford Chapter.

WF Chefs Compete
In DARE Finals June 2

WESTFIELD – Three Westfield
chefs will compete in the Dare-to-
Dine finals on June 2. The chefs are
from Mama Lou’s, Limani Seafood
Grill and Top Line. Dare-to-Dine held
its first cook-off, Monday, May 12, to
raise money for Westfield DARE,
which helps give students skills to
avoid involvement with drugs, gangs
and violence.

Tickets for the final cook-off on
June 2 at Top Line are $30 per person.
For more information, contact Naomi
McElynn of the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce at (908) 233-3021.

Gerry Cooney to Tee
Off at WACC Golf

WESTFIELD — Former heavyweight
boxer Gerry Cooney will greet partici-
pants in the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce golf outing on Monday, June
9, at the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield. Mr. Cooney, known for his
powerful left hook and first-round knock-
out of Ken Norton in 1981, will be partici-
pating in the Third Annual Golf Outing.
Since retiring from boxing in 1990, Mr.
Cooney has spent his time working with
orphans, youth groups and various chari-
ties.

“Golf is such a challenging game,”
said Mr. Cooney, “and I always meet such
great people out on the golf course. I’m
happy to give back to the local commu-
nity.”

The golf outing begins at 10:30 a.m.
with brunch before heading to the first
tee. Use of golf carts and locker rooms, as
well as on course refreshments, will be
included. A three-hour cocktail party,
complete with open bar, door prizes and
raffles, will finish out the day.

Registrations are still being accepted
to participate in this event. Call the WACC
at (908) 233-3021 or see
westfieldareachamber.com for registra-
tion information.

Girl Scouts to Present
Home Baked Bread

At Cannonball House
SCOTCH PLAINS — On Sunday, June

1, at the 250-year-old Cannonball House
in Scotch Plains, Girl Scouts will present
home baked bread to earn a patch for their
sashes.

The activity supports the Fanwood
Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House resto-
ration project at the intersection of Terrill
Road and Raritan Road.

Girl Scouts will convene from 1 to 3
p.m. at Cannonball House (1840 Front
Street in downtown Scotch Plains) for
colonial games, butter making and other
activities.

“We’d hold the event at Frazee House,
but conditions there are not yet suitable
for public use,” said Denise Hughes, presi-
dent of Fanwood Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House, Inc. “That’s what the res-
toration project will address. We’re de-
veloping ambitious plans for the building
and grounds around Frazee House.”

Community awareness of the Frazee
restoration is vital to its completion.
“Bread baking reminds us of the story of
Betty Frazee and her encounter at the
kitchen door with the Redcoats,” said
Mrs. Hughes. “In time, we hope that
Betty and her bread, and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, will be as familiar to Ameri-
cans as Molly Pitcher and the Monmouth
battlefield.”

For more information, contact Ray
Pardon at (908) 370-7067 or Blanchard
Hiatt at (908) 233 9194.


