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By Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor, Town of Westfield

From the Mayor's Desk

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

In Response to May 15 Article About
Potential Fanwood Police Layoffs

Westfield Board of Education
Setting the Record Straight

Plainfielders Ask, ‘If Solaris Tells a Big Enough Lie, Long
Enough…’About Muhlenberg Hospital Closing

Correction: Merill
Lynch Has Not Closed
My co-workers and I here at Merrill

Lynch were surprised last Friday when
we started hearing from clients that a
letter to the editor in The Westfield Leader
[May 22 by Barbara Briemer] mentioned
we had closed our office here in Westfield.

As has been the case since 1978, the
Merrill Lynch office is open for business
in Westfield. We happily remain at 530
South Avenue, and look forward to serv-
ing the community for many years to
come.

Larry Engel
Westfield

Leader’s Rossi Shines
As Debate Moderator
Fred Rossi from The Westfield Leader

was excellent as moderator for the Re-
publican Congressional Debate in
Mountainside on May 22.

Mr. Rossi was well prepared with ques-
tions that were focused on the campaign
statements made by each candidate. He
kept to the time frame and topics.

Each candidate was given equal and
sufficient time to express their views and
answer every question.

The debate gave each of us a chance to
listen to the candidates and compare their
proposals. I would like to see the national
presidential debates run as well as this
one.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Meandering Down
Memory Lane

Your recent article [David Corbin]
about the Union County Baseball Cham-
pionship, along with your “Walk Down
Memory Lane” pieces, have give us the
opportunity to relive some great moments
from [our son] Phil’s Westfield High
School baseball-playing days.

Thanks for providing the chance for us
to think about those fun days again!

Michele and John Orsini
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Garrote – To strangle
2. Riparious – Growing or living along

the banks of a stream
3. Cymophanous – Having a wavy,

floating light
4. Rhapontic – Rhubarb

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ZOKOR
1. A burrowing rodent that looks like a

mole rat
2. Calcium tungstate
3. A Turkish dish consisting of boiled

rice, mutton or fish and spices
4. A wedge

CULPON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
3. An arrow or arrowhead
4. A shred or splinter

TEFF
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A grain plant of Abyssinia from

which flour is made
4. Excessive grief; very sad

SARCOID
1. Like or consisting of flesh
2. Slow-moving; sluggish
3. Rust-colored
4. Scaly, as with fish

Chefs Were Great at
D.A.R.E. Cook-off

In Westfield Last Week
If you weren’t at Top Line Appliance

Center these past two Mondays, you re-
ally missed a great treat. I want to person-
ally thank Police Officer Gary Moore, his
D.A.R.E. staff, John Moretti from Top
Line and his staff for a wonderful evening
my friends, family and I had Monday
night, May 19 at the Dare-to-Dine Cook-
off in Westfield. Where can you experi-
ence food from three different restaurants
at the same time and know the proceeds
go to a good cause?

It was interesting listening what others
thought about the same food you were
eating. These fine restaurants Chez
Catherine, Limani Seafood Grill, and 16
Prospect Street, brought their best chefs
and staff and provided us with a true
gourmet meal in a flash. Even though we
all voted on the best meal, in my opinion,
all three chefs were the winner.

Policeman Gary Moore has dedicated
his life to teach our children of Westfield
safety, how to handle themselves in cer-
tain social circumstances, and the dan-
gers of alcohol and street drugs. This
incredible evening’s proceeds along with
the other two nights of dining will go
toward the purchase of a new D.A.R.E.
vehicle.

Please support your local businesses:
Chez Catherine, Limani Seafood Grill,
16 Prospect Street and Top Line.

Gary and John, please continue to offer
these great dining experiences.

Maureen O’Connor
Westfield

I would like to correct some of the
coverage of the May 20 Board of Educa-
tion meeting that was reported in the May
22 issue of The Westfield Leader.

Contrary to the newspaper article, I
was in fact present for the entire board
meeting and joined my fellow members
in unanimously approving an emergency
communication system for the district.
This is a step that we are taking in con-
junction with the town. By doing so, both
entities are realizing savings as we enter
into a shared service for the safety and
security of our students, staff, parents and
community members.

The presentation that was made at our
last meeting did include many facts about
the system, including cost. To clarify,
both the school district and the town will
each realize a savings of $6,550 due to our
partnership.

We expect the system to be in place
during the next school year. We will
implement it on a district-wide basis ini-
tially, and there could be a use in the
future for school-based notifications.

Report cards, however, will continue to
be distributed as they are now.

The board is grateful to Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan, who has
agreed to make school security and emer-
gency preparedness a board goal this year;
to Business Administrator Bob Berman
for investigating the various vendors most
suitable for our needs; and to Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and other town officials for
their willingness to work together toward
a common goal. As chairman of the Ad
Hoc Committee for Committee Outreach,
I’d also like to thank The Westfield Leader
for its coverage of our board meetings
throughout the year. I recognize that the
topics covered are numerous and that re-
porters work on tight deadlines.

Ann Cary
Westfield Board of Education

Editor’s Note: The May 22 article on
page 1 of The Westfield Leader on the
BOE meeting incorrectly stated the board
attendance. We regret the error.

In regards to an article written for The
Scotch Plains Fanwood Times [May 15]
headed “Mahr Calls FW PBA Statements
Regarding Layoffs ‘Irresponsible.’”

I have no doubt that the [borough coun-
cil] is working diligently on the informa-
tion it received regarding cut backs for
Fanwood. I’m sure the citizens and em-
ployees of Fanwood would not question
the diligence and sincerity of the council
members.

On the other hand, I don’t understand
why the posting of a flyer would cause
eyebrows to rise. In my opinion, it was a
way to let the citizens in town know that
this possibility may come to pass.

If that hypothetical [proposal] was put
on the table, people had the opportunity to
have a voice early on with their concerns
for the Fanwood Police Department, and
to let the council know that they don’t
want to lose any of their officers.

I don’t understand why some people
thought the posting of the flyer was an
irresponsible act. Councilman David
Valian stated that the PBA posting was a
“scare tactic.”

With all due respect to the councilman,
I took it as a heads up to the people in
Fanwood.

I welcomed the information that was
posted. It made me aware of the possibil-
ity of a change or changes in my town —
just like the umbrella I carry when I hear
or read that there is a chance of rain. I may
not use the umbrella but I’m prepared.

I guess the bottom line is — under the
vest is a man just trying to save his job, as
any other working person would try to do.
They are there when we need them, and
we just want to be there when they need
us.

Letting the townspeople know there is
a meeting via flyer is fine with me. I
wasn’t appalled in the least nor did I take
it as a scare tactic. It’s just a matter of
interpretation of words on a piece of pa-
per. I call it information.

I submit this with much respect to the
council members and my utmost support
of the Fanwood Police Department.

Rose Tzerefos
Fanwood

Solaris Systems and its CEO John
McGee continue to foster the myth that
they have done everything they can to
keep Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center open.

We seriously question their assertion
that they lost $17 million in 2006, since
their federal income tax forms for 2006
indicate net assets of over $22 million.
They need to open their books if anyone
is to believe them.

They assert investing $50 million in
Muhlenberg, $8.6 million during 2005,
a year when they asserted financial
losses. We question their assertions.

Then Solaris told local and state offi-
cials in the fall of 2007 they would not be
closing, only to reveal a few weeks later
that they were trying to market the hos-

pital or close it. Of course, they refuse to
show what was marketed or what the
offers were.

Their business associates, Cain Broth-
ers in New York, turned away legitimate
potential offers. Only opening Solaris’
books fully will reveal if they are truly out
of money.

In the meantime they have followed
Gov. Jon Corzine’s plan to close most
urban hospitals with virtually no provi-
sion for vital medical services. They make
no provision for persons needing public
transportation, or for the births of 800
babies in Plainfield, or for any vital medi-
cal services.

Solaris has been closing key income
producing components of Muhlenberg
for 10 years. That, coupled with the

More letters page 5

Governor’s unconscionable cuts in char-
ity care, has broken the medical system.

Thank goodness the attorney general is
investigating these alleged misdoings. A
business like Solaris needs to get out of
medical care. We have a plan for the
community and municipalities to buy,
own and run Muhlenberg Medical Center
that can be demonstrated to work.

Yes, it is time for Solaris to get out of
town, it is time for the state to act on
behalf of the medical needs of the citizens
of the three counties served by
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center.

Rev. James Colvin
Rev. Sarah Seivard Colvin

Plainfield

Jim Hely Commended For
N.J. Superior Court Nomination

I want to congratulate local attorney
Jim Hely on being nominated for a seat on
the Superior Court and commend the gov-
ernor for an excellent choice.

Jim has been part of the Westfield
community since birth; I first met him
when he was elected to the town council
in the 1980s, one of the few Democrats in
that era to win a seat.

Two episodes during his tenure on the
council come immediately to mind. Jim is
an avid bike rider and would ride to town
hall for our evening meetings. He pro-
posed that Westfield should have a man-
datory bike helmet law. The council put
the proposal through the usual process,
and the proposed ordinance came up for a
final vote. Jim of course was a strong
advocate.

Some of us were not too sure: the usual
arguments about interfering with personal
freedoms, choice, government control,
etc. In one of the few times I went to a
meeting not knowing pretty much how I
would vote, I outlined different state-
ments and reasoning: one pro, one con.
Twenty-four people spoke. What per-
suaded me, ultimately, was the testimony
from trauma surgeons about the effects of
a non-helmet accident on the rider; if he
survived, his family and the taxpayers
would have to pick up astronomical medi-
cal bills. The ordinance passed.

Subsequently, the New Jersey Legisla-
ture copied the Westfield ordinance with
minor modifications. The Hely bike hel-
met law is in force statewide and I have to
think it has saved dozens or hundreds

from severe injury.
In 1994-1996, the council was deliber-

ating creation of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation as the next step in revitaliz-
ing our downtown area with a special tax.
People I respected, merchants and others,
were vehemently opposed. I felt strongly
it was in the best interests of the town, and
wanted a unanimous council, bipartisan,
to concur. It took a number of months.
Jim did not grandstand in opposition but
gave the matter long and thoughtful con-
sideration. Eventually, Jim was persuaded
by the many presentations that this was in
the best interests of the town. His vote
made it 9-0.

I felt then, and still do, that creation of
the DWC was my most important accom-
plishment in five years as mayor.

Jim follows in the footprints of a num-
ber of eminent Westfield lawyers who
have gone on to distinguish themselves
on the bench.

I write this having just read an article in
The New York Times about the problems
and conflicts in the many states where
judges are elected. I think that process is
a disaster. As I reflect on the Westfield
judges I have known, all good lawyers
and not particularly active in politics even
locally, and undoubtedly taking income
cuts, I doubt any of them would have had
any interest in running for a judicial post,
to the detriment of the New Jersey Court
system and our citizens.

Jim, good luck and best wishes.

Bud Boothe
Westfield Mayor, 1992-96

It’s Time Again for Voters to Decide
The Primary Issues on Their Minds

For the first time, this year New Jersey had a
Presidential Primary election on February 5, sched-
uled early enough for residents to have a voice in
selecting the candidates for President — we think,
all considerations of super delegates put aside –
rather than being among the last in the nation in June
as was the case in the past.

New Jersey Democrat voters chose Senator Hillary
Clinton over Senator Barack Obama by about a 10-
point margin for 107 of the delegates — 20 more
Democrat delegates from New Jersey, unique to the
party nationally, are “super-delegates” chosen by
party bosses who can do whatever they want. As
matters have turned out, the “super delegates” will
decide the Democrat Party candidate for President
due to the closeness of the voting nationally as no
candidate has achieved the majority of delegates
chosen by the voters.

New Jersey Republicans chose Senator John
McCain as their candidate for President. That con-
test was decided early across the nation.

But, there is still a regular Primary in New Jersey
this year, and every year – few voters seem to notice
the election this Tuesday, June 3.

The Primary provides party members (and those
unaffiliated) the opportunity to select candidates for
many important offices to be put forth in the General
Election on Tuesday, November 4. These offices
include the United States Senate, representatives for
Congress, freeholders and town governments.

As important as the office is, there is very little
campaigning or publicity for Senator Frank
Lautenberg’s Democrat Primary re-election bid, or
for that of his opponents, Rep. Rob Andrews of
Haddon Heights and Morristown Mayor Donald
Cresitello. There have been a few cable TV ads with
still photos from the past of Mr. Lautenberg with
someone else speaking and few if any public appear-

ances, leading some to question the vitality of the
Senator, now in his mid 80s, and correspondingly,
the sagacity of sending him to another six-year term
to represent the interest of New Jerseyans.

The Republicans are waving former Rep. Dick
Zimmer of Delaware Township and State Senator
Joseph Pennacchio of Pine Brook on to the Primary
on Tuesday along with professor Murray Sabrin of
Fort Lee aggressively seeking the upset.

One real battle in this Primary Election is right in our
back yard – the GOP competition for Congress in the
7th District with seven candidates slugging it out. See
goleader.com for details and candidate videos. As-
semblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood, the lone
Democrat candidate for the office, is in waiting.

The recent GOP debate in Mountainside, which
can be viewed at goleader.com, led to compiling
what may be the public’s main issues at this time.
They include: the economy, Iraq War, energy crisis,
abortion, health care, illegal immigrants, taxes, New
Jersey’s fair share of taxes, special interests, corrup-
tion, pork projects and earmarks, the public’s confi-
dence in government, gas prices, energy policy,
money spent in campaigns, national security, terror-
ism, Iran, Syria, North Korea, balance of trade,
export of jobs, veterans, sanctuary cities, education,
America’s priorities, government bureaucracy, glo-
bal warming, environment, immigration reform, the
War on Drugs, GI Bill, Patriot Act, inflation and
Social Security.

We urge you to make known the issues primary on
your mind.

Just like the state flower, the violet, blue and white
campaign road signs have sprung up in many places
over the weekend — seems blue and white is the
color of choice, and with no party affiliation to be
included. The roundup of these signs next week,
hopefully, will be swift and complete.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

As your mayor, I am compelled to
respond to the recent letters to the editor
regarding Westfield’s parking plan and
overtime parking fines. There are numer-
ous misconceptions and inaccuracies that
need to be cleared up for the benefit of all
the residents and stakeholders in this
matter. It’s time to bring the facts to the
forefront.

Westfield is indeed a fortunate and
unique place. The popularity and vitality
of Westfield’s downtown area along with
its centrally located train station, which
handles the highest volume of ridership
on NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley line, cre-
ates a heavy demand for several types of
parking – shopper, employee and com-
muter – in a relatively small area and in
close proximity to surrounding residen-
tial areas. Consequently, the town has
implemented a comprehensive parking
plan to manage its parking inventory.

I take exception to the statement by one
writer that “downtown Westfield is not a
friendly place to visit.” I personally fre-
quent the downtown area to dine and shop
with my family and find it a most pleasant
place to be. The town has worked very
hard to incorporate many user-friendly
features into its parking plan, including
reducing the hours of enforcement; en-
hancing signage; merging and reconstruct-
ing Lot 1 and the former Lot 8 (opposite
Trader Joe’s) and reallocating existing
spaces to create 124 more 4-hour spaces
for shoppers and diners right in the heart
of the downtown area; installing
paystations that allow additional parking
time to be added from any other paystation
in town; offering free parking in Lot 3
(Southside train station) and Lot 6
(Watterson St.) in the permit spaces after
noontime on weekdays and all day Satur-
day; offering free parking town-wide on
Sundays; extending “night owl” hours
and locations for residents who live in the
downtown area; selling daily commuter

Downtown Westfield Parking
Facts and Misconceptions

permits to minimize vacant spaces; pro-
viding rechargeable “smart cards” usable
at both meters and paystations to reduce
the reliance on cash and coin; installing
all new meters on the street that offer 10
free minutes at the push of a button to
those “just running into” an establish-
ment to drop something off or pick some-
thing up; and providing 10 free minutes as
a grace period at the end of the paid time
in the paystation lots. (Yes, that means no
overtime parking summonses are issued
in the paystation lots until 11 minutes
after the paid time has expired.).

While it is understood that it is never
pleasant to receive a parking summons,
enforcement is a necessary component of
any effective parking plan. Enforcement
is an important tool used to maximize the
availability of parking spaces as well as
assure order and safety. (Imagine the dis-
order that would result if there were no
enforcement to insure that the regulations
were being consistently followed.) The
town employs five traffic enforcement
officers, not the 12 as one writer alleged,
and their duties include not only enforce-
ment of the parking regulations in the
downtown area, but also enforcement of
parking regulations town-wide. They also
sell daily permits, direct traffic, and en-
force certain state statutes, such as no
parking on or near a crosswalk, that are
vital to the safety of pedestrians and mo-
torists in the downtown area as well as
around the schools.

I also take exception to the statement,
“It appears that the mayor and council
have little regard for the health of the
downtown.” Let me reiterate that the town
has worked very hard to make parking
more user-friendly. Further, as I wrote in
a letter to the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce in April, the town has spent a
lot of time, money and effort to optimize
all of our parking assets, and the results

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16


