
Page 20  Thursday, May 22, 2008 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

the farmhouse store

Free Parking
221 North Ave East                908-654-0444

www.TheFarmhouseStore.com

like no other store in Westfield
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Comedy Reigns at First Night
Of ‘Movies in May’ Film Fest

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD –  The local filmmak-
ers of Fanwood and Scotch Plains
were given a chance to shine, earlier
this month, as the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library hosted the first night of
the “Movies in May” film festival.

Conceived four years ago by the
directors of the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood libraries, “Movies in May”
began as a way for local high school
students to develop and showcase their
own films; now, however, many lo-
cals submit their own works.

The film fests’ movies displayed a
great variety of subject matter. Trail-
ers were shown for The Roadhouse, a
drama concerning a troubled couple
stuck in a rundown hotel, and Proceed
with Caution, a zombie horror film
made by the students of Scotch Plain-
Fanwood High School. A music video
from an upcoming documentary on
New Jersey band The Smithereens
was also on display, as well as pieces
from two other documentaries.

Kites featured an interview with
kite expert Archie Stewart. The other,

Ode to an Adventure, was the
evening’s most sobering piece. It dealt
with filmmaker Tim Matthews’ four-
year battle with cancer and how mu-
sic and family have helped him to
recover.

Despite going through many set-
backs with his treatment, Tim dis-
played constant optimism on film,
discussing his concept of writing an
album around his experience, ending
it on an optimistic note.

The night’s main focus however,
was comedy, as most of its films
focused on that genre. The
“mockumentary” trailer The Triumph
of William Henry Harrison focused
on the concept of President Harrison,
who died after 30 days in office, fak-
ing his death and secretly gaining
power. Daniel Califf Glick directed
and wrote the film.

Life in a Game, the most offbeat
showing of the evening, was about a
boy who realizes that his life is part of
a video game. The film was filled
with sound effects, graphics and in-
side jokes that would delight gamers,
including a climactic “boss battle”

that was a treat for those who appre-
ciate the art of video-game
dénouement.

Many of the evening’s laughs came
from filmmaker Will Eisenberg, who
produced three films. While his mov-
ies (My Life is Complicated,
Sleepover, Top 5) were simply wildly
exaggerated takes on teenager-angst-
fueled murders, an overeager male
sleepover host and a couple revealing
their five celebrity crushes, respec-
tively, they were made all the funnier
because of their ridiculousness.

The festival concluded with its
longest film, The Waiting Game, in
which a group of men sit and wait for
their significant others in a clothing
store.

Written and directed by Adam
Chinoy and Marcos Cosme, the film
showed men in different relationships,
including a cowed husband popping
pills, a gay man, a man unable to
understand his perpetually angry,
Spanish-spouting wife and another
who didn’t understand why his fiancée
needed four hours to pick clothes.

Not to be outdone, the film also
featured a drunken Santa Claus and a
silent, unmoving old man who seemed
to die at the film’s conclusion.

After the night ended, Dan Weiss,
director of the Fanwood Memorial
Library, commented on how the fes-
tival had become a continual success
over the years.

“Our first year was a big deal be-
cause we were able to set up a forum
with [Oscar-nominated screenwriter]
David Magee, who wrote Finding
Neverland. We haven’t had anything
of that level since, but the festival’s
continued to be extremely popular.”

Mr. Weiss added that the festival is
a great attraction for teenagers. “At
this point, we allow for anyone to
submit, but we do get a generally high
turnout from the high schools.

“And with the technology avail-
able, it’s amazing to see what the
students can create. Their films al-
ways look extremely professional,”
he added.

Mr. Weiss further stated that he
views the festival as an “outlet for
creativity,” not simply a project for
the high schoolers alone. He also
added that the festival has been able
to promote “library and community
interaction,” bringing in teenagers and
adults who don’t normally frequent
the library.

It also requires the cooperation of
both Scotch Plains and Fanwood li-
braries, which “helps them have a
good relationship.”

Overall, the festival, which had two
other showcases on May 8 and 10 in
Scotch Plains, is not only a fine way
to see future filmmakers, but also a
way for two towns to continue to
cement their relationship.

Eclectic Mix of Art, Design
Highlights Homes Tour

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –  During the Friends
of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s (WSO) annual Notable
Homes Tour, held earlier this month,
five local residences showcased a wide
range of architecture, design, fine-art
pieces and sports memorabilia.

“It’s really become a Westfield tra-
dition,” said Myriam Gabriel, home
tour chairperson. “It’s a symbiosis
between the town businesses, deco-
rators, builders and
homeowners…and this year, with it
falling on Mother’s Day weekend,
we’ve had aunts and moms who have
even come from out of state.”

Ms. Gabriel also spoke of three
local residents, originally from Eu-
rope, who chose to travel the entire
home tour by bicycle.

The tour featured three Westfield
residences and two in Scotch Plains,
including one located in a newer age-
55+ community.

That particular multi-level home
on Briar Hill Drive featured soaring
ceilings and two-story windows, a
fully furnished loft space overlook-
ing the family room and a mix of
carefully juxtaposed antique furni-
ture and china, including the
homeowner’s teapot collection.

Also in Scotch Plains, artifacts from
South America accentuated a Black
Birch Road residence. While the front
rooms displayed formal flair with
tufted damask upholstery and a
Schonbek crystal chandelier, the rear
living spaces were more relaxed, high-
lighted by wallpaper and textiles that
featured nature, birds and elephants.
The sunroom showcased the
homeowner’s autographed sports
memorabilia.

In Westfield, a Bradford Avenue
colonial built in 1937 was recently
updated with handsome moldings and
restored hardwood floors. Vivid col-

ors taken from the Oriental carpets
were infused throughout, along with
notable furnishings such as a
Biedermayer dining room table and
armoire and a French Louis XVI game
table.

The exterior of a Kimball Avenue
center-hall Colonial home is often
recognized for its unique serpentine
brick wall, inspired by a Thomas
Jefferson design in Virginia. Inside, a
vast collection of art pieces was inter-

spersed throughout the home’s lavish
rooms with rich, deep tones provid-
ing the perfect backdrop.

The grand kitchen featured a re-
splendent custom armoire that housed
the refrigerator and pantry, as well as
a unique circular banquette set into
the colossal center island.

On Minisink Way, what was once a
three-bedroom ranch was transformed
into a magnificent six-bedroom Co-
lonial. Here, antiques and family heir-
looms blended expertly with sleek
contemporary styling.

Upstairs, each room offered some-
thing unique to behold, from the vi-
brant colors, one-of-a-kind window
treatments and hand-painted charac-
ters in the children’s rooms to the
exquisite master bedroom suite, fea-
turing a 19th century furniture set
with Mother-of-Pearl inlay.

Carol Tener, a home tour commit-
tee member, is also involved in the
home-selection process for the No-
table Homes Tour each year. She said
local builders and decorators are of-
ten the ones who recommend homes
to be considered for the tour.

“We’re so fortunate that
homeowners are willing to share
with the community,” Ms. Tener
said. “And we really do try to take
good care and provide plenty of
docents.”

Many local businesses provide
flower arrangements, refreshments
and live musical entertainment, as
well as donations for a gift basket
raffle. A plant sale is also held an-
nually in the backyard of one the
homes, with this year’s featuring
geraniums.

“This is all the Friends,” said WSO
executive director Elizabeth Ryan
regarding the careful planning and
execution of the tour. “And we
couldn’t survive without them.”

All proceeds from the Tour of No-
table Homes benefit the WSO.

Kimball Avenue
Minisink Way

Black Birch Road

Tom Vella and the Wayside
Blend Halos and Pitchforks

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Crossroads in
Garwood was filled to capacity, Sat-
urday night, with the energetic, joy-
ful fans of Westfield band Tom Vella
and the Wayside. The band, which
has been playing with various lineups
and names with frontman Vella over
the years, was celebrating the release
of its first full-length album, Halos
and Pitchforks.

The band played an hour-plus set,
showcasing most of the songs on the
album, as well as unreleased fan fa-
vorites. Mr. Vella, who sang and
played acoustic guitar, performed with
exceptional passion, bringing to mind
Matchbox Twenty frontman Rob Tho-
mas as he sweated out most of his
body moisture during the show.

The other band members didn’t
come as close to dehydration, but
each one brought a unique sound to
the band. Guitarist Rick Krueger con-
sistently fired off jam-band-style so-
los, reminiscent of Santana and the
Allman Brothers. Drummer Dave
DeRiso and bassist Erik Breseher
were consistently solid, even when
playing tribal or Latin-flavored beats.

But the most eye-catching figure

on stage was percussionist/saxophon-
ist/flutist Billy Carrion Jr., who ef-
fortlessly switched instruments
throughout the show, often within
one song. Mr. Carrion also consis-
tently bantered with Mr. Vella about
the heat, saying he felt like a rotis-
serie chicken and proceeded to spin
around to demonstrate.

All these different styles meshed to
form a sound reminiscent of rock-
pop bands from the ’90s such as
Matchbox Twenty, Dave Matthews
Band, Counting Crows and too many
others to list here. It was a sound the
loyal crowd loved, applauding and
cheering the band as if they were at an
arena show.

The Wayside returned the love
through banter with the crowd and
even changing its setlist to include
the heavily requested original “The
One.”

The band also invited Kenny Allen,
a musician who played harmonica on
Halos, onstage for a surprisingly joy-
ful cover of “Folsom Prison Blues”
and the funk-laced original “Sweaty
Booty,” which would’ve made [leg-
endary funk bassist] Bootsy Collins
smile.

The most amazing thing about the

band, however, is its ability to garner
such a loyal fan-base after making
music together for less than 10
months.

“We got together because I had
saved enough to make a solo record,
and I needed a band,” said Mr. Vella,
who has been performing solo and
with other bands for years. “But the
chemistry between us was so good
that we decided we were going to be
a band afterwards.”

Mr. Carrion added, “We all bring
something different to it. Rick has a
jam-band base, I grew up with Latin
and salsa music, Tom has his acoustic
rock, and Dave and Erik are just an
awesome rhythm section. We came
together like the robot lions making
[’80s cartoon hero] ‘Voltron.’”

Band members also credit their
close friendships to helping create a
stronger bond and band. “We all hung
out for every game of the Giants
playoffs. That’s serious bonding
there,” Mr. Krueger added. “And since
everyone works to write songs equally,
there’s no band drama; it’s really a
family.” He also added that even
though Mr. Vella’s name is up front,
“it puts more pressure on him than it
does [on] us.”

As for itsrecord, the Wayside has a
lot of love for producer Matthew
Aidekman. “We totally trusted him
making the record,” Mr. Carrion said.
“He could make me take an impos-
sible horn idea and play it. We all
listened to his ideas, and he listened to
us. It was like having a sixth member.”

The Wayside has previously opened
for The Smithereens, Bob Marley’s
Legendary Wailers and guitarist Tim
Reynolds. Regardless of whom they
perform with, their fans are sure to
follow.

“I met Tom six years ago in a col-
lege business class,” said Lee Frankel,
owner of the Crossroads. “To see how
he’s made such a change in his career
and made it work so well is just amaz-
ing. The whole band is just on another
level; I think they’ll be doing great
things very soon.”

Halos and Pitchforks is available
now and can be ordered through
myspace.com/tomvella.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SO YOU THINK YOU CAN TELL HEAVEN FROM HELL...? Westfield band
Tom Vella and The Wayside celebrated the release of its new album, Halos and
Pitchforks, at Crossroads in Garwood.

Carriage House Goes
‘Gothic’ for Anniversary

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series (CHPS) celebrated 10
years of bringing poetry to the
Fanwood community with a night
devoted to the Gothic tradition in
literature.

The anniversary
celebration, which
was held in the
newly renovated
Kuran Arts Center,
featured well-
known area poets
i m p e r s o n a t i n g
Gothic and other
poetic greats.

R o b e r t
C a r n e v a l e ,
Catherine Doty,
Adele Kenny,
Diane Lockward,
Tom Plante, Alex
Pinto and Susanna
Rich dressed in pe-
riod costume and
read from the
works of Robert
Frost, Percy
Bysshe Shelley,
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Edgar Allan
Poe, Emily Dickinson, Joe Bolton,
Frank Stanford, Christina Rossetti and
Marianne Moore.

The present-day poets read from
their own work as well.

Linda Radice, dressed in white from

head to toe, portrayed the “Ghostly
Lady of the House” and greeted at-
tendees at the door.

The poets processed to the reading
area to the tune of Bach’s “Toccata
and Fugue in D Minor.”

After a short intermission and break
for refreshments,
those members of
the audience
dressed in Gothic
costume were in-
vited to read origi-
nal poems.

Prior to the read-
ings, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen
Mahr presented a
township procla-
mation recogniz-
ing CHPS.

State Assembly-
woman Linda
Stender (LD-22,
Scotch Plains) fol-
lowed Mayor
Mahr and pre-
sented a Joint Leg-
islative Resolution
proclaimed by the
New Jersey State

Senate and the General Assembly
honoring and congratulating CHPS
on its 10th Anniversary.

“When I established the Carriage

Adele Kenny goes Gothic

CONTINUED: CARRIAGE HOUSE19

MOVIES IN MAY...From left to right, local residents Tim Matthews, Adam Chinoy and Daniel Glick display their
moviemaking skills at the Movies in May Film Fest.


