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          Fine Art & Crafts
at Nomahegan Park

JEWELRY • CLOTHING • GLASS • WOOD • FIBER • TOYS • FOLK ART • FINE ART

PHOTOGRAPHY • FURNITURE • GREAT FOOD •ROUND TRIP BAND - ENTERTAIMENT

CO-SPONSORED BY UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS & 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & COMMUNITY RENEWAL AND ROSE SQUARED

 Garden St Pky to exit 138, west 2 miles or Rt. 22 to 
Rt. 577 South 1.3 miles; follow signs

908-874-5247 OR ROSESQUARED.COM

SPRINGFIELD AVE, CRANFORD
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Choirs Make ‘Joyful Noise’
For ‘Harmony and Hope’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD – Choir students from
Wardlaw–Hartridge School (WHS) in
Edison recently performed with Cherry
Hill–based Joyful Noise Chorus (JNC)
to present a first annual benefit choral
concert, entitled “Harmony and Hope,”
at the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Plainfield.

All money raised by the concert was
donated to JNC, a choir that is made up
of 36 physically and neurologically
challenged adults.

WHS’s Upper School Concert Choir
and seventh- and eighth-grade Treble
Choir participated in the concert.

Matthew LaPine, WHS’s Middle and
Upper School choral music teacher,
directed both WHS choirs.

Singing individually as well as col-
lectively, the WHS choirs performed
liturgical, gospel and cultural selec-
tions.

JNC performed traditional favorites
such as “This Land is Your Land” by
Woodie Guthrie.

JNS also performed “I’m Your Joy-
ful Friend,” a selection specifically com-
posed for them by Nick Page, a com-
poser and conductor who founded the
Mystic Chorale in the Boston area.

Sisters Allison and Beth Fromm
started JNC in 2000.

Also assisting JNC are Cathy
Sonnenberg, associate director; and
Mark Gary, assistant director.

According to the organization, JNC
“fosters an atmosphere of community,
acceptance, and teamwork in which
members can discover their voices and
express themselves through music.”

JNC has given more than 50 perfor-
mances in New Jersey and Philadel-
phia.

Funding from the Philadelphia Eagles
Community Quarterback program has
enabled JNC to commission seven new
works by composers Chester Alwes,
James Bassi, Gerald Cohen, Elliot
Levine, Alice Parker, Steven Sametz
and Jon Washburn.

The JNC will compile the new songs
into a repertoire that is more manage-
able for developmentally disabled
choirs to perform.

The idea for a joint choir concert
came about last February, after Mr.
LaPine met Ms. Fromm and Ms.
Sonnenberg at the American Choral
Directors Association’s (ACDA) 2008
Eastern Division Convention in Hart-
ford, Conn.

Mr. LaPine told The Leader and The
Times that it was the WHS students’
idea to make the concert a benefit.

“When the WHS students [learned]
that Joyful Noise [Chorus] would be
singing with us, they felt that this con-
cert should…benefit the Joyful Noise
organization,” he said.

“This concert was truly remarkable,
but it was more than just a benefit
concert for the JNC,” continued Mr.
LaPine.

“[It] was an opportunity for the com-
munity to see proof that no matter the
curveballs life has thrown you, a [posi-
tive attitude] and love can go a long
way.”

Ms. Sonneberg said, “We looked for-
ward to singing with Matthew and his
students with huge anticipation and
excitement. Our members love making
music and making new friends through
music…Music is contagious. Our sing-
ers sing with uninhibited love and joy.
You can’t help but to feel their love and
joy and share in it.”

JNC member Todd Emmons said, “I
loved singing with the students; they
were superb. They brought me to tears
they sang so beautifully. I love the
group and Matt, too. I couldn’t let go of
Matt when I hugged him.”

WHS sophomore Lotus Cannon, of
Edison, remarked: “[The Joyful Noise
Chorus] helped me understand the
power of singing and what it can do...our
concert with them was a life-changing
experience.”

“Matthew LaPine and his students
were so warm, friendly and welcom-
ing,” Ms. Fromm said. “They made
the members of Joyful Noise feel val-
ued and special.”

The JNC was especially thrilled with
the standing ovation it received at the
end of the concert.

Because of the event’s success, the
JNC has invited the WHS choirs to sing
with them in Cherry Hill.

Each $100 raised at the concert will
provide one rehearsal for JNC mem-
bers. Money raised will also fund the
ensemble’s trip to spring and summer
concerts.

The WHS Upper School Choir is the
premiere performing choral ensemble
of the Wardlaw Hartridge Upper School.

The Middle School Treble Choir is in
its first year at WHS.

Additional information on WHS can
be found at whs.org.

For more on JNC, visit
joyfulnoisechorus.org.

MAKE SOME NOISE...Wardlaw-Hartridge’s Upper School Choir participates
in the “Harmony and Hope” benefit concert.

The Acoustics Are Good
At Recent FML Concert
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library (FML) celebrated
“Jazz Month” with a Sunday after-
noon acoustical guitar concert featur-
ing the music of “The John Carlini
Trio”: guitarist John Carlini, mando-
linist Don Stiernberg and bassist Brian
Glassman.

The Friends of the Library (FOL)
made the concert possible.

The band played music ranging
from soft and soothing classical se-
lections to mellow jazz, upbeat Bra-
zilian-inspired, Bossa nova-like melo-
dies and toe-tapping bluegrass favor-

ites.
The FML concert was the last stop

in a four-day, New Jersey mini-tour
for the trio.

Mr. Carlini is well known in musi-
cal circles as one of the founding
member of the seventies’ west coast
“New Acoustic Music” scene.

With both parents being gifted mu-
sicians, music was a big part of his
life growing up in New York City.

By the time he was a teenager, Mr.
Carlini was a master of bluegrass
music, having studied under the leg-
endary bluegrass fiddler Benjamin
“Tex” Logan.

In addition to touring, Mr. Carlini,
who now lives in Berkeley Heights,
arranges, composes and conducts.

He has been nominated for a
Grammy and a Drama Desk award,
and he has appeared at Carnegie Hall,
among other accomplishments.

“Acoustical music is a specific slice
of the music-market pie,” said Mr.
Carlini, adding that many music fans
are devoted to acoustical music.

“Playing at FML is a great oppor-
tunity to get acoustical music out to
the public,” he continued.

Mr. Stiernberg, who studied the
mandolin under mandolin great Jethro
Burns, is considered a quintessential

jazz mandolinist.
He has been performing mandolin

jazz for about six years and also plays
the guitar and sings.

He has released a solo CD and
collaborated on two albums with Mr.
Carlini.

In addition, Mr. Stiernberg plays
mandolin on the recordings of doz-
ens of other artists of a varied selec-
tion of musical genres.

Currently living in Illinois, Mr.
Stiernberg, was impressed with the
FML audience.

“I’m always surprised as a Chica-
goan traveling in New Jersey [that]
there are so many nice towns…and

people are easy to talk to and so
supportive of our string-jazz music,”
he said.

“We are holding the torch for acous-
tical music in New Jersey,” said Mr.
Carlini.

Mr. Glassman, one of the great
acoustic jazz bassists in the New York
tradition, has also made a name for
himself in the field of Jewish music.

He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Music from Rutgers University
and a Master of Arts in Teaching
degree in Music Education from City
University of New York.

The performers he has recorded,
toured or performed with include
Andy Statman, John Pizzarelli and
Benny Golson, among others.

“I had fun performing [at the FML
concert]” said Mr. Glassman.

“The audience was warm and re-
ceptive, and it was an intimate set-
ting. The acoustics were good, and
the staff at the library was very help-
ful with the setup,” he said.

Carol Campell, vice president of
FOL, said the Friends are “very happy
to bring such worthwhile programs to
the Fanwood community.”

Mr. Carlini and Mr. Stiernberg can
be reached at johncarlini.com and
donstiernberg.com, respectively.

House Poetry Series 10 years ago, my
hope was that Fanwood’s 19th cen-
tury Carriage House, for which the
series was named, would have a new
purpose and a new life in serving
poetry, poets and the community as a
setting for the shared celebration of
written words,” said Ms. Kenny, CHPS
founder and director.

Ms. Kenny, along with Mr. Plante,
co-directs the Fanwood Arts Council,
of which the CHPS is a satellite
project.

According to Ms. Kenny, the
CHPS began as a project funded in
part by the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts, through a grant ad-
ministered by the Union County Di-
vision of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.

Since 1998, the CHPS has featured
more than 55 distinguished poets, in-
cluding Pulitzer Prize, National Book
Award, and Pushcart Prize recipients.

In addition, countless local poets

have read in open readings over the
years.

“I set the standards high, and now,
both the Carriage House and the se-
ries are nationally known for their
openness to all styles and genres of
contemporary and historical poetic
voice,” continued Ms. Kenny.

“After 10 amazingly successful
years, like the old Carriage House
itself, the CHPS has a rich history.
I’m very grateful,” she said.

“Gothic” was made possible by
grants from the Scotch Plains/
Fanwood Service League and the
Fanwood Recycling Association.

The Kuran Arts Center is located
on Watson Road, on the grounds of
Fanwood’s Borough Hall.

All readings are free and open to
the pubic

For more information on the po-
etry series,  call (908) 889-7223,
(908) 889-5298 or visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

It is, alas, ironic that Speed Racer,
the Wachowski Brothers’ live-action
adaptation of the series that origi-
nated as the Japanese anime “Mach
GoGoGo,” is anything but swift. For
all its colorful, dizzying, quick-splice
freneticism, it reminds me of the
frightened cartoon cat whose legs are
moving so fast that it achieves no
forward motion.

Yet, there is a curious appeal in its
quirkiness, a nuttiness that implies
there just has to be something more to
this helter-skelter, neo-campy lam-
poon of every racing movie cliché.
Either that, or it’s some failed experi-
ment in combating attention deficit
disorder, recycled as a feature film. In
any case, that surprise around the
corner never materializes.

Doubtless, the target audience of
this PG-rated, mixed-media bag of
special effects won’t be as confounded
by the infinite mass of minutiae and
lore as will their adult counterparts.
Bob Dylan’s observation, “Because
something is happening here, but you
don’t know what it is, do you, Mr.
Jones?” is once again applicable. For
kids, it’s antique.

But those who weren’t brought up
with the computer and remember
presidents going further back than
Clinton can’t help but be a bit amazed.
The Wachowskis, who broke new
ground with The Matrix franchise,
prove here, in a virtual showcase of
things CGI, that there’s still plenty
new magic to be pulled from the hat.

Unfortunately, whether an inten-
tional part of the hyperkinetic effect
or the fallout of its technological in-
dulgence, the f/x parade doesn’t pro-
ceed in any particular order. Of course,
if you hang on to this cutting-edge
bronco long enough to scratch the
gloss and grok its gist, it’s just the
same old jive. A troubled young
racecar driver chases a ghost.

Said title character, a Grand Prix
hopeful portrayed by Emile Hirsch,
is haunted by the unclear legacy of
older brother Rex, a once upon a time
racing great whose death remains
shrouded in mystery. Now in the cock-
pit at the family’s Racer Racing, run
by Pops Racer (John Goodman),
Speed is hell-bent on vindicating the
fallen driver.

His determination and skill don’t
go unnoticed. Upstaging a retinue of
British corporate moguls and other
gangsters is Roger Allam’s namesake
and proprietor of mighty Royalton
Industries. The megalomaniac wants
Speed to drive for him. In a scene that
takes an acerbic swipe at college re-
cruiting, he invites the whole family
for a tour.

Mom Racer, played by Susan

Speed Racer: Can’t Get
Out of its Own Way

Sarandon, is all “ooh la la.” Pops is
cautiously impressed: “We can de-
sign and build a new car in 36 hours.”
Money, money, money. But ulti-
mately, it’s like when George Bailey
almost accepts a job from Mr. Potter
in It’s a Wonderful Life (1946). Speed
draws back. There is something dank
and unkosher here.

Besides…Pops is against it. Racer
Racing has never accepted outside
sponsorship. Royalton, a tycoon not
used to being denied, rants like a
spoiled child. Shades of Greek plays
and their omens, he bleats that Speed
will never win without the conglom-
erates on his side…that the powers
that be have been fixing the Grand
Prix for many, many years.

“Oh, yeah!?” says Speed, and you
can guess the rest…all two hours and
fifteen minutes of it. Navigating
through the ensuing morass of twists,
turns and endless characters, each
with their own mishigoss, soon grows
wearisome.

Speed’s impish little brother,
Spritle, (Paulie Litt) and his chim-
panzee, Chim Chim, routinely attempt
comedy relief within the pseudo-se-
rious farce. But the blips of weird-
ness, delivered merry-go-round style
instead of with an ebb and flow, are
more curious than amusing. The film
establishes a unique formula, and then
beats it to death.

Nevertheless, Christina Ricci as
Speed’s devoted girlfriend, Trixie,
adds a soupçon of eccentricity and
visual exoticness to the scenario. And
Taejo Togokhan (Rain) as Speed’s
Eastern counterpart supplies the in-
scrutable subtext. Proposing an alli-
ance, the scion of Togokhan Motors
says he, too, wants to save the family
business from Royalton control.

But the real mystique belongs to
none other than Racer X (Matthew
Fox). We’re not supposed to know the
identity of this masked fairy god racer
who always arrives just in the nick of
time to help our hero. But while it’s
probably a joy to be eight and figur-
ing out this old plot ploy for the first
time, anyone over that age who can’t
is in real trouble.

Deeper messages in what is essen-
tially Johnny’s first anti-establishment
primer, including a diatribe against the
new feudalism big business continues
to forge, may put off reactionary par-
ents. However, if only concerned with
doing your perfunctory duty, then just
buy Jr. some popcorn, set Speed Racer
on automatic pilot and enjoy a snooze.

* * *
Speed Racer, rated PG, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by
Andy Wachowski and Larry
Wachowski and stars Emile Hirsch,
Christina Ricci and John Goodman.
Running time: 135 minutes.
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Visual Arts Center Offers
Teen Portfolio Program

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey is offering a new pro-
gram this summer for aspiring art stu-
dents. Entitled “Portfolio Development
Intensive,” this four-week course offers
high school students the opportunity to
produce a complete entrance portfolio
for fine-arts colleges.

Based on the curriculums and port-
folio requirements of the top five fine-
art schools, each week of the program
is designed to cover a specific topic,
and each topic will be closely exam-
ined through demonstrations, hands on
exercises, critiques and art history les-
sons.

Each weekly session concludes with
a class critique that parents are invited
to attend.

The first session, held from July 14 to
18, is “Perspective and Spatial Illu-
sion.”

The program will run from noon to 4
p.m. Monday through Friday, with the
weekly critique held from 3 to 4 p.m. on
Fridays. Participants are encouraged to
take all four sessions, but attendance at
all four is not mandatory.

In addition to the four-week ses-
sions, there are supplementary Digital
Photography Workshops in which stu-
dents will learn how to properly photo-
graph their artwork with professional
equipment and build a digital library of
their work, which will be formatted to
a CD.

Participants will also learn how to
order, label and present slides from
their digital files. These workshops are
set for Saturday, July 26, and Saturday,
August 9, both from noon – 4 p.m.

For additional information, contact
(908) 273-9121, extension 13, or visit
artcenternj.org. The arts center is lo-
cated at 68 Elm Street.

Senior Artists Display Art
At Freeholders Gallery
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders is spon-
soring an exhibition featuring paint-
ings by Rahway senior citizens
through June 2.

The event will take place in the
Freeholders Gallery, located on the
6th floor of the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, Elizabethtown
Plaza at Rahway Avenue, Elizabeth.
The gallery is open from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. weekdays.

The painters take classes with art
instructors Karen Buffa and Janice
Giorgio at the Rahway Senior Cen-
ter.

The Rahway Senior Center is lo-
cated at 1306 Esterbrook Avenue.
For more information about the cen-
ter and its activities, call (732) 827-
2016.

STRINGS ATTACHED...From left to right, mandolinist Don Stiernberg, guitar-
ist John Carlini  and bassist Brian Glassman entertained the crowd at Fanwood
Memorial Library as the trio attempted to “get acoustical music out to the public.”

“Acoustical music is a specific slice of the music-market pie...Playing at [Fanwood
Library] is a great opportunity to get acoustical music out to the public.”

~ John Carlini


