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Minutemen Stop Blue Devils
For UCT Baseball Crown, 4-2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SP-F Times.
www.goleader.com

May 19, 2002: Two high school
baseball teams playing their hearts
out and refusing to yield provided
one of the most dramatic climaxes in
Union County Tournament history
when second-seeded Westfield
clipped the 14th-seeded Plainfield
Cardinals, 9-8, in a four hour, 11-
inning semifinal classic in Rahway
on May 19. Mike “Sunday” Sofka
performed the final heroics when he
ripped a two-out RBI single to bring
home Ben Koket with the winning
run. Cardinal pitcher Eladio Ortiz –
the “Bionic Arm” – tossed an incred-
ible 205 pitches in his 10 innings on
the mound.

May 17, 2001: The Raider base-
ball team scored three runs in the fifth
inning and another three in the sixth
to startle Cranford, 6-4, in Cranford.
The catalyst in the Raiders’ positive
reaction was junior Brian Schiller,
who started it all with a solo home run
in the fifth and kept the enthusiasm
bubbling with a key bunt in the sixth.

May 16, 2003: Elizabeth maxi-

mized the strength of its sprinters to
capture the team title at the Union
County boys Track and Field Cham-
pionships at Hub Stine Field with 76
points and the Raiders, with the
strength of its field team and distance
runners, placed second with 64.5
points. Raider senior Chris Feighner
took top honors in the shot put with a
shove of 55’1 and the discus with a
toss of 144’2”. Raider Adam Ortyl,
the favored in the javelin, had a per-
sonal-best 160’4” on his second throw
but Blue Devil Dave Ucciferri was
sky-high when he tossed the javelin
168’4” – 20 feet better than his previ-
ous personal best to win the event.

May 19, 2003: The Blue Devil golf
team captured its second Metropoli-
tan Golf Association Tournament of
Champions at Burlington Country
Club in Mount Holly with a team
total of 321. The Blue Devils, who
won the TOC in 1993, nudged St.
Augustine by one stroke. Senior Adam
Karnish turned in the best score for
the Blue Devils with a 78. Sopho-
mores Jim Arbes and Ryan Shallcross
shot 79 and 81, respectively. Fresh-
man Garrett Cockren finished at 83.

CORRECTION:
In the May 15 issue of The Leader

and The SP-F Times article “Blue
Devils Silence Cougars in UCT
Baseball Semis, 5-1,” Blue Devil
centerfielder, Evan Einstein, was
mistakenly referred to as Evan
Eisenberg in four of the five list-
ings. Eisenberg happens to be a
Union County second doubles ten-
nis champion for the Blue Devils,
while Einstein is the standout base-
ball player, who made two great
catches in the game against
Cranford in the Union County
semifinal game on May 10.

We regret the confusion.

contact.”
Additionally, the Blue Devils were

swinging at bad pitches and looking
at good ones.

“That’s high school baseball. They
do those things a lot. You preach until
you are blue in the face looking for
good pitches. They take that one and
the next one is outside and they swing
at it,” said coach Brewster.

Jenkins struck out the side in the
third and recorded two strikeouts each
in the fifth and sixth innings.
Centerfielder Evan Einstein bounced
off a pole in center to record the other
out in the fifth, then made an even
more spectacular face-diving grab in
the sixth for an out.

“They got him in that second in-
ning with a bunch of hits. They put
their bats on the ball and we didn’t
make some plays out there. They are
a good club. They didn’t make any
mistakes. He balanced himself out.
He did a much better job in the last
five innings,” coach Brewster said of
Jenkins.

The 16-5 Blue Devils finally got to
Caravallo in the fifth. With Einstein
on second and Mark Melino, who

singled, on first, Evan Shapiro rapped
a two-run double to left. It was
Shapiro’s 15th double, a WHS single-
season record.

A member of the Minuteman coach-
ing staff, Phil Orsini, a 1998 WHS
graduate who hit a two-run home run
when the Blue Devils captured their
10th UCT title with a 7-1 victory over
Summit in 1997, commented about
Caravallo’s performance. “I’ve
worked with him since seventh grade.
He didn’t have a very good year last
year but here he turned it on and kept
the guys off-balance.”
Westfield 000 020 0 2
Elizabeth 040 000 x 4

You have to go no further back than
last Wednesday to realize how infini-
tesimal is the difference between win-
ning and losing or, as Jim McKay
used to say every week at the start of
each classic Wide World of Sports
show, “The thrill of victory … and the
agony of defeat.”

There were two ball games going
on at separate fields on Rahway Av-
enue: the WHS softball team was play-
ing Roselle Park in the Union County
Tournament, while the baseball team
was hosting Union in what is a huge
rivalry game, made all the huger by
the fact that the Farmers were unable
to find the keys to turn on the lights in
their earlier meeting, turning a poten-
tial 20-18 loss into an 18-12 victory
when WHS’s eight-run top-of-the-sev-
enth was wiped out.

These two games show just how
close the difference between victory
and defeat can be.

The softball team, seeded second
and a prohibitive favorite against 10th-
seed Roselle Park, came up short and
was upset 4-3. The scrappy Panthers
took advantage of a couple of bloop
hits, a two-run opposite field double
that was fair by inches, and a couple of
key defensive plays to pull off the
shocker. There is still the state tourna-
ment for WHS and I wouldn’t be
surprised if the girls go all the way.

The baseball game, meanwhile, was
the total opposite of that first-game
slugfest. Mike Cappiello allowed two
first-inning runs, but then slammed
the door shut. Westfield got one back
in the first, but couldn’t get anything
else as Union’s defense made several
great plays. With two outs in the bot-
tom of the sixth inning, No. 8 hitter
Mike Melillo hit a routine pop-up
behind second base. Three Farmers

In the State Tournament,
It’s Either ‘Thrill’ Or ‘Agony’

Devil of the Week
Harry Bernstein

Lacrosse

surrounded the ball nobody made the
call and the right fielder couldn’t hold
onto the ball after a last-second diving
attempt. Given a two-out life, Mike
Clark drilled a two-run home run and
WHS stole a 3-2 victory from a 2-1
loss. (And the WHS parents put away
their flashlights and candles.)

Just that quickly, a win becomes a
loss … a loss becomes a win. And in
the tournaments, one loss sends you
home; so, technically speaking in this
case, winning is the only thing. If you
don’t show up ready to compete, you
have to live with it forever.

And that’s also something to re-
member on June 12, when The Den
produces New Jersey’s all-time Top
25 winningest high school teams/
towns. Winning a county title — as
both the baseball and softball teams
found out last week — is tough …
winning a sectional title is progres-
sively tougher … and winning a state
title — as the golf team found out
Monday — is by far the toughest; a
state title is the ultimate, a combina-
tion of coaching, talent, timing, skill
and, perhaps most of all, plenty of
luck.

The schools with the most state
championships — team, individual
and relay titles — will be one of the
following 15 schools: Asbury Park,
Bernards, Bridgeton, Columbia,
Haddonfield, Highland Park,
Metuchen, Monmouth, Montclair,
Moorestown, Plainfield, Trenton,
Westfield, Willingboro and Woodbury.

STATE TOURNAMENTS
Baseball: WHS earned a third seed

in North 2 Group 4 and played Co-
lumbia on Tuesday. If they won, the
Devils today host the winner of New-
ark East Side vs. J.P. Stevens. Another
win and they’d likely face either Eliza-

beth or North Hunterdon in the sec-
tional semifinals next Tuesday, with
the sectional final Friday, May 30.

Softball: WHS earned a third seed
in North 2 Group 4 and played
Bridgewater-Raritan yesterday. If they
won, the Devils will play the winner
of J.P. Stevens vs. Union on Tuesday
in the semifinals, with the sectional
final set for Thursday, May 29.

Tennis: WHS eliminated Ridge on
Monday in the North 2 Group 4 final.
Today the Devils will play West
Windsor-Plainsboro South, 11 a.m.,
at Mercer County Park in the state
semifinals. The winner comes back at
3 p.m. in the state Group 4 final against
the Ridgewood-Cherry Hill East win-
ner.

Track and field: WHS will be com-
peting at the North 2 Group 4
sectionals this weekend, where the
boys are expected to make a serious
run at their first title since 1978. Com-
ing off wins at the Watchung Confer-
ence and Union County champion-
ships, coach Jack Martin’s team has
some studs (Brandon Heroux, Adam
Bergo, Alex Tarlow) and several other
guys who can get points.

Lacrosse: While the boys team
didn’t qualify for states this spring,
the WHS girls traveled to Phillipsburg
last Saturday for a Group 4 opening-
round game and staged one of the
great comebacks in school history,
only to fall short 13-10. Trailing 8-0
late in the first half, the girls rallied for
seven straight goals, led by three goals
each by Lauren Brunhofer and Val
Hoffman. But having Ali MacDonald
and Liz McCarthy sent to the bench
after their second cards was too much
to overcome.

Golf: The golfers had their worst
day of the year on Monday, in the state
finals at Beacon Hill in Atlantic High-
lands. The high winds affected all the
Devils except freshman Sean Elliott,
who shot an 80. WHS finished eighth
overall, and fourth in Group 4.

BASEBALL UPDATE
Senior Evan Shapiro’s two-run

double in the county final loss to Eliza-
beth broke the school record for
doubles in a season with 15. Kris
Williams set the old mark in 1995. …
The huge WHS crowd at Saturday’s
UCT baseball final in Elizabeth in-
cluded many former players, alumni
and current students. Among the loyal
fans were Mike Yatcilla and his daugh-
ter Jennie. Yatcilla’s sons Dave (’75),
Jeff (’79) and Rod (’82) were all base-
ball standouts at WHS. … Props to
Elizabeth for the music played during
warm-ups and between innings. But
the Elizabeth coaches and powers-
that-be need to stop their fans from
chanting “Over-rated” at high school
kids. Since Elizabeth was seeded No.
1 and WHS was No. 2, and had an
earlier 9-0 win over Elizabeth to its
credit, I’m not sure what they meant.
… Should the teams meet in the state
tournament, there will be no cowbells
or red-noisemakers for the Elizabeth
fans; in state tournament play, noise-
makers are not allowed.

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
Winners have all the luck; losers

have all the excuses.
IN THE (E)MAIL

We got the following letter last
Thursday from faithful online reader
and former Westfield resident Ken
Cutrer, one of the three very athletic
Cutrer brothers (Bob and Bill were
the others) who starred for the famed
Franklin Bowlers softball teams in
the Town Softball League back in the
mid- to late-1960s before moving prior

to his senior year (’70). He is cur-
rently a minister, living in Louisville,
Ky.

“Another great Den today. I couldn’t
agree with you more. And, speaking
of honoring legends of Westfield, I
propose:

1) Making the Franklin Bowl a city/
state/national monument to stand for
all time as a tribute to excellence.
(And yes, remove the stupid basket-
ball court from right next to where
home plate was!) Where else could
you find local legends competing (at
softball) for eight hours every Sun-
day, stopping only due to extreme
darkness or the beginning of The FBI
(a television show starring Efram
Zembalist Jr.)?;

2) The right-field fence could be
immortalized for the young kids (in-
cluding Glen Kehler and Bruce Jester)
who sat up there waiting to retrieve
the home run balls, mostly hit by my
brother Bill;

3) Remsen’s (now The Prospector’s)
should have a plaque on the door as
the “Eating Place of Champions,” like
so many other eateries.

“I’m quite sure that, if added up, the
Franklin Bowlers’ winning percent-
age would equal that of the Harlem
Globetrotters!” … in His name / Ken

BELIEVE IT OR DON’T
+ When Evan Shapiro is pitching or

DHing, WHS’s shortstop (Mike
Melillo) and second baseman (Mark
Melino) are listed back-to-back in the
Local Yellow Pages phone book.

+ It’s been 10 seasons since the
WHS softball team has reached the
county tournament final. Maggie
McFadden’s 1998 club won the UCT
with a 9-0 victory over Roselle Park.

+ It’s been 29 seasons since the
WHS boys track team captured a sec-
tional championship. The last one
came in 1978, but that streak could
end this weekend. Last Saturday the
boys won their first county champi-
onship since 1987.

AROUND THIS DATE
May 21, 1936: Yankees legend Babe

Ruth shoots an 82 at Echo Lake Coun-
try Club.

May 21, 1955: Bob List hits a grand-
slam home run and pitches a no-hitter
with 10 strikeouts against Union in
the county tournament.

May 23, 1963: Dennis Burke pitches
a no-hitter against Thomas Jefferson
(Elizabeth).

May 23, 2007: Ryan Yarusi scores
10 goals, tying the listed national
single-game record, in a 20-7 state
lacrosse tournament win over Cherry
Hill West.

May 25, 1951: Bob Williams, a
transfer from Dunellen, strikes out 19
in seven innings against Plainfield.

IN PASSING
We were saddened last week to

notice the death of longtime Westfield
police officer Dick Shovlin, 75, whose
sons Rich (’84), Rob (’88) and Ron
(’90) were all solid ballplayers at
WHS.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (263 South
Avenue East) goes to Harry Bernstein.
The senior lacrosse player had 12
goals and 12 assists in the last five
games, including a five-goal, six-as-
sist effort against New Providence
and the 100th goal of his career in
Monday’s win at Ramapo.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

Raider Nine Shut Out
Tigers, 4-0, in Section
Gary Binkiewicz (6-2) tossed a two-

hitter and struck out four, while walk-
ing three as the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
shutout South Plainfield, 4-0, in the
first round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 Tournament in Scotch
Plains on May 19.

In the third inning, Joe D’Annunzio
singled, Binkiewicz and Kevin
Maroney received walks to load the
bases and John Maxwell walked to
bring home D’Annunzio. In the fourth,
Marcus Rivera singled and stole sec-
ond, then D’Annunzio blasted a two-
run homer. In the fifth, Nick Bonadies
cracked a solo home run.
South Plainfield 000 000 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 001 210 x 4

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

UCT Track & Field
Westfield/Eliz UCT Baseball
Westfield/R. Park Softball
Westfield Section Tennis

        Blue Devil

Fast Pitch Softball Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 23th – June 26th, 2008

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Westfield High School

Camp Director:  Maggie McFadden
For More Information call:  732-873-5399
Email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Blue Devil

Field Hockey Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 30th - July 3rd, 2008

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Kehler Stadium

Camp Directors:  Maggie McFadden & Nancy Babbitt
For More Information call:  908-464-2686

Email:  nbabbitt@westfieldnjk12.org

WILLOW GROVE 

SWIMMING CLUB  
INCORPORATED 

P.O. BOX 11 

FANWOOD, N.J. 07023 

 

      2008 Memberships available for the 50th season 

   Facilities (1155 Roosevelt Ave, Scotch Plains): 

• 25 meter pool  

• Kiddie pool 

• Large recreation and picnic area 
     The club offers: 

• Swimming lessons 

• 140 member swim team 

• Family and adult social 

    

      For an application or information please call  
   908-232-2101 and leave a message.  Additional 

      information may be obtained at www.wgsc.info/ 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEALING SECOND…Blue Devil Evan Einstein dives safely into second to
record a stolen base in the seventh inning.


