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Neighboring Towns to Have Positive
Outcome From Parking Fines in WF

Westfield Will Be Missed, But Never
Forgotten, as I Move Away

Westfield Library Friends are Grateful
To Community for Book Sale Success

Raising Parking Fines Is Not the
Answer to Budget Problems

While not a Westfield resident, I am
writing concerning the Westfield Town
Council’s proposal to raise parking fines
in Westfield. I, for one, applaud this ac-
tion on the council’s part.

Other towns struggle to compete with
Westfield for stores and customers. It is
wonderful that the Westfield Town Coun-
cil would take it upon themselves to equal
the competition by passing ridiculously
high parking fines in an effective effort to
lose business and to discourage custom-
ers to park downtown in Westfield.

I am sure that in the near future, stores
will begin to look to other more reason-
able towns for cheaper rents and parking,
as well as town governments that are open
and friendly to businesses. Frankly, I think
the proposed raise is far too low and that
the council should give strong consider-
ation to not only fines, but also incarcera-
tion or perhaps even forfeiture of the
vehicle for those committing these egre-
gious parking offenses while in Westfield.

Michael Boyle
Scotch Plains

As a lifelong resident of Westfield, it’s
time for me to say good-bye. While I’m
only moving one county over into my first
home, I leave behind many fond memo-
ries of my childhood town.

Despite all the weekly discussion in
your paper in this section about what’s
wrong with Westfield, there are so many
things that haven’t changed.

We still have a local movie theater and
numerous non-chain restaurants to eat in,
if you’re willing to walk a little bit for a
parking space.

There are many organizations in town
I am grateful to for contributing to mak-
ing me the person I am today.

First, the Westfield Public School Sys-
tem. Most of my education took place
before computers were in the classroom,
and there were still card catalogs in the
library. I can’t tell you how many times in
college and graduate school, the superb
skill set and high expectations of the
Westfield school system prepared me for
higher learning.

I enjoyed the chance to “give back”
while substitute teaching in the system
during my last two years of college.

Second, I’d like to thank the Rotary
Club, the College Women’s Club and
Women’s Club of Westfield for support-
ing my goals of a higher education by
granting me scholarships during all four
years of college.

Finally, I’d like to thank the very polite
parking services officer I occasionally
buy a per-diem parking permit from week-
day mornings at 7 a.m. He is what’s right
with the parking enforcement in our town.

The local stores I’ll particularly miss
are: Sunday mornings at the Bagel Cha-
teau, lunches at Hershey’s and shopping
at the Leader Store and Lord & Taylor.

There are places long gone that I still
miss: Lancaster’s and Hill’s ice cream
shop in particular. This not goodbye for-
ever; my parents still live here and I’ll be
using their washing machine for a while
— maybe I’ll grab a Sloppy Joe at
Hershey’s while my clothes are drying.
And I’ll be back in November to rehearse
with Mr. Matthews at the Baptist Church
for “Carols in the Rounds.”

Margaret Diggory
Westfield

I write to join the growing chorus of
Westfield residents who have written in
and appeared at town council meetings to
urge the town council not to increase the
parking fines for overtime parking in
downtown Westfield.

I greatly appreciate the enormous task
of fashioning the town budget that our
town council is facing. Growing costs
related to the school budget, salaries and
pensions, and the contribution to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
present a difficult challenge to the mem-
bers of the council who have to find a way
to meet these costs without allowing prop-
erty taxes to grow exponentially.

Raising parking fines is not the answer.
However, I believe the detriment in such
a plan greatly outweighs the benefit of the
added revenue.

The reason municipalities began charg-
ing for parking spaces back in the 1930s
was to relieve parking congestion. Unfor-
tunately, once a revenue source was cre-
ated, the temptation to try to make the
most of that source overwhelms the origi-
nal purpose.

In Westfield, parking fees and enforce-
ment has become a cottage industry. The
problem with this is that, while it is cor-
rect to try to run a government like a
business, it is equally important to re-
member the essential purpose of munici-
pal government, which is to promote and
support the vitality of the town.

The manner in which the parking sys-
tem and enforcement is being run is, I
believe, now running contrary to that
goal. Just a few years ago, Westfield had
two parking enforcement people, Bar-
bara Reese and a little Scottish man ev-
eryone just called “Scotty.” (I never did
know his name.) There was never a feel-
ing that they were out to get you, just that
they were doing their job.

Although there was a good chance you
would not get a ticket if you stayed a few
minutes over your meter, the thought that
you just might made the system work.
Certainly, the system was such that you
would never consider avoiding going
downtown just because of parking.

 Today, everything has changed, and
for the worse. We now have at least a
dozen full-time parking enforcement of-
ficers who seem to swarm around town
both on foot and in cars, ready to pounce
on anyone who steps one foot over the
line. I often wonder whether the cost of
the greatly increased number of “special
officers” exceeds any increase in revenue
they generate. I also wonder whether they
are writing tickets at a feverish pace to try
to enhance their chances of getting on the
regular police force.

People are afraid to order a pizza, be-
cause if they park in a loading zone for
just a minute (even at night) to run in and
pick it up, they know with near certainty
that they will receive a ticket.

Increasing the parking fines for over-
time parking will just continue to feed the
feeling we are all getting that downtown
Westfield is not a friendly place to visit,
and Big Brother is constantly watching.
In summary, we are going in the wrong
direction in trying to maintain the vitality
of our downtown area.

We should not be increasing the park-
ing fines, and we should not view parking
enforcement as, first and foremost, a
source of revenue.

As difficult as it is, the chore of balanc-
ing the municipal budget must focus else-
where. I, for one, would pay a few more
dollars in property taxes if it meant that
my downtown once again became a friend-
lier place.

Thomas Walsh
Westfield

The Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library would like to thank all the people
who supported our annual book sale by
donating and purchasing books.

The Friend’s Book Sale has been an
annual tradition for nearly 36 years with
only one break last year due to the library
renovations.

This year’s book sale, held April 16 to
19, raised nearly $20,000. It continues to
be a significant community service, which
also helps provide the “extras” that make
our library so special.

Our latest contribution is the Museum
Pass Program, which allows patrons to
check out admittance tickets to various
New York and New Jersey museums free-
of-charge.

We are most grateful to all of you who
labored before, during and after the event.
Over 150 people worked from the days
prior to collection to the final cleanup.
The collecting, sorting, setting up and
breakdown jobs were accomplished by
student and adult volunteers, some com-

ing from as far away as Maine and Free-
hold.

Thousands of books and audio-visual
products, such as videos, CDs, audio-
books and cassettes were donated by area
residents.

In the meeting room of the Westfield
Library, tables and bookcases overflowed
with fiction, how-to, biography, history,
mystery, romance, western, sci-fi, clas-
sics, cookbooks, religion, self-help and
children’s books.

Prices generally ranged from 25 cents
to $1.50 with coffee table and very recent
publications priced higher. On the final
day, a shopping bag of books sold for $3.
Leftover books were all donated to local
and overseas organizations.

For more information on the Friends of
the Library, please stop by the Westfield
Memorial Library or see the website,
wmlnj.org.

Margaret Han
Allen Soloman,

Book Sale Chairpersons

Global Warming Now Tells Us
Corporate Westfield Must Change

The parking deck scam and the money
spent by the last [Westfield] mayor still
echoes in my memory as a very unwise
political/corporate action that will long
be remembered for its wastefulness and
lack of common sense. It was political
exploitation of the town and its residents.

A town is intended to fulfill the needs
of the public for necessities. That was
once true, but no longer. We now have a
corporate concept of a town with a park-
ing deck dream of 24/7 shopping which,
they hope, will attract shoppers from all
other areas.

We’ve had outrageous events clogging
our streets – filling our air with junk food
smells – making the town impassable
with detours – all intended to bring par-
ents with children into town to shop. Is
this what our residents really want? Or is
this what corporate Westfield wants? I
would encourage Westfield officials to
confine these events to our town parks.

Students can now bring their automo-
biles to school and drive off for lunch.
Our restaurants have expanded into our
streets with increased seating capacity.

The removal of the two police offic-
ers that used to direct traffic in town
now results in two to three stops just to
get through town and the heavy conges-
tion.

The economy is in shambles, and we
may be headed for even worse times.
Right now, even Lord & Taylor, with its
own ample parking, is facing lagging
sales. Merrill Lynch has moved out of its
new space – vacant again.

I went to take my printer to Allied
Business the other day for repair —
they’ve moved from South Avenue to
Raritan Road in Clark.

Global Warming – still ignored by our
town council – is dictating to us that we
cannot, any longer, give our attention to
expanding sales for corporations, nor
make room for more gas-guzzlers in our
parking lots and moving through our
towns.

It’s time to nationalize our oil industry
and to put electric cars on our roads. See
“Who Killed The Electric Car?”

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

Freedom Isn’t Free

A Half-Won War Is Sure to Result
In a Most Unsatisfactory Peace

The Westfield Leader, December 20, 1917 —
There is no doubt that Germany wants peace, but
it is equally certain that is has no offer to make that
is not based solely on its own advantage. There is
not the slightest possibility of any sort of peace at
present and it is wasting time to talk about peace
until the war is won, and it will be won by the
Allies.

It is essentially the duty of statesmen to be pre-
pared for peace as well as war
and it is tolerably certain that the
possibility of peace within a year
has been given the consideration
it deserves, but it is up to the
country at large to think about
winning the war and winning it
in a way that must be conclu-
sive. A half won war is sure to
result in a most unsatisfactory
peace, and no man wants an-
other war at anytime in the near
future.

Even the corrupts officials of the pro-German
fakirs who are trying to run Russia are unwilling to
submit to the arrogant terms demanded by the Kai-
ser. The corruption of these men has disgusted the
whole world and there is no doubt that many of their
leaders are in the pay of Germany, but despite that
fact they were unable to accede to the demands of
their paymaster and face the Russian people after-
wards.

Germany has talked about peace and it will con-
tinue to talk about peace throughout the continuance
of the war but there is no hope in Germany among the
men who really understand the situation for they
must realize that Germany is going to be beaten and
eventually peace terms dictated by the Allies must be
accepted. In the meantime it is our duty to bring
about conditions, which will make Germany admit
its failure just as soon as men, money and arms can
accomplish it.

The American people have trusted President Wil-
son in the time of war and they have found that he is

worthy of their trust and their confidence will sustain
him and support him in whatever he does when
peace becomes a possibility.

Every intelligent American is reading very care-
fully the daily reports of the latest development in
Senatorial and Congressional “camouflage” and
wondering when the politicians will tire of the game
of “passing the buck” and stand ready to accent the
responsibility that is theirs. It is a simple matter to

charge the Secretary of War and
the Secretary of the Navy with
the negligence and incapacity
but so far it has been an impos-
sible task to prove that either of
these officials have been derelict
in a single particular.

It is not pleasant to have the
quarrels and the instances where
prejudice and personal feeling
has influenced official action
published broadcast but there has

not been one single instance disclosed so far that
indicates one bit of dishonesty, or anything that was
crooked. It is quite sure that there will not be any
repetition of the “embalmed beef” and Lumber trust
stories which would not down in 1998 and 1899.

As The Leader has said, more than once, mistakes
have been made and more mistakes are going to be
made before the war is won, but the whole situation
is undoubtedly being handled just as well as each
official knows how to handle it. Some of the mistakes
have been costly and it will not be the part of wisdom
to close any feature of the situation without locating
and disclosing the responsible individual.

Congress must not try to hold anyone responsible
for its own failure to respond promptly to the re-
quests of the President, and the Senate has a bit of
house cleaning that should not be delayed. The
present airing is not doing any harm, but the mem-
bers of Congress must be prepared to hold up their
own share of responsibility for many of the things,
which have delayed the preparation of the American
armies.

War Has Been With Us, But Brave
Soldiers Save Our Freedom

Monday is Memorial Day, the last Monday of
May. It was formerly called Decoration Day to
commemorate U.S. men and women who have died
in military service to our country. It was started to
honor Union soldiers who died during the American
Civil War. After World War I, it was expanded to
include all who died in any war or armed forces
action.

Unfortunately, war has been with us since the birth
of our nation. It’s not something we want – just

frightful things that happen in the world because of
some terrible people. But we have been blessed
because of brave soldiers who died for our freedom.
Please remember them Monday and remember those
still fighting for us today around the world.

Perhaps this is a good weekend not to buy OPEC
gasoline and stay home – attend the Memorial Day
parade in your town and invite friends to a barbecue.
Give blessings to those that have made the sacrifice
for your freedom. Heed history’s lessons.

This Memorial Day, remember the Americans
who died in war for our freedom: More than 4,000
currently in Iraq and 500 in Afghanistan; 4,435 in the
Revolutionary War; 2,260 in the War of 1812; 13,283
in the Mexican War; 558,052 in the Civil War; 2,246
in the Spanish-American War; 116,708 in World War

I; 407,316 in World War II; 33,651 in the Korean
War; 58,168 in Vietnam; and 293 in the Gulf War.

As written on the Korean War Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C., “Freedom isn’t free.” Ordinary men
with extraordinary deeds have defended our fragile
democracy.

WSO Home Tour Was
Memorable, Thank You

It is with great pride and gratitude that
the Friends of the Westfield Symphony
extend our most sincere thanks to
Westfield and the surrounding communi-
ties for their tremendous support of our
24th anniversary Tour of Notable Homes
held on May 10 to benefit the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra.

Special thanks must go to our
homeowners –Jennifer Watty, Pamela and
Andrew Federbush, Veena and Jeet
Sharma, Paul Orlando and Charles
Corrieri (Scotch Plains), and Catalina and
John Reilly (Scotch Plains), whose will-
ingness to open their beautiful homes in
support of the Westfield Symphony made
our 24th Anniversary Tour not just “no-
table,” but also truly memorable.

We also must thank our corporate un-
derwriters, Burgdorff, Coldwell Banker,
Weichert Anthony James, Stop & Shop
Westfield and the many area businesses
that donated to our ticketed auction; our
program advertisers; ticket outlets; and
the talented florists at The Flower Zone,
The Green Room, Christoffer’s
(Mountainside), Apple Blossom (Scotch
Plains) and Jerry Rose (Maplewood)

As in the past, we were touched this
year by so many acts of good will that
served to enhance the day and contribute
to its success. Special thanks to Charles
Hammond, store manager at Stop & Shop,
who helped deliver the generous refresh-
ments that he donated, Baron’s Drug Store
staff, who worked around the clock sell-
ing tickets; and the countless volunteers
who helped keep the tour running
smoothly.

The Friends of the Westfield Sym-
phony are so proud to support Union
County’s Resident Orchestra and we, in
turn, thank you for twenty-four years of
your support.

Myriam Gabriel, Chairperson
2008 WSO Home Tour

A Different Kind of
Leader is Needed

Proven leadership is the most impor-
tant quality that will be needed in our next
Congressman. An endorsement or vote
for status quo keeps the broken system in
place. New Jersey’s Republican Party is
in shambles and a different kind of leader
is essential. New Jersey lacks elected
officials who provide selfless constituent
service.

I still serve as an Army Reserve JAG
officer and have been one for the past two
decades. I have been in command of an
artillery battery, a Special Operations
Team in Iraq and led the streamlining of
prosecutions at the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office as a civilian. New
Jersey needs fearless leadership.

The key to our future is national secu-
rity and an environment for businesses to
thrive. Past elected officials consistently
voted for losing causes. Tax rates in New
Jersey have long been too high. Any
officeholder, who in the past decade has
raised taxes, should be called to account.
We need to cut tax rates and eliminate
wasteful government spending. Pensions
and county government have put New
Jersey in this crisis.

America and New Jersey need to foster
business and economic growth with
Reaganomic tax and spending cuts. Lead-
ership means responsible government,
not excuses.

As evidenced in Iraq, without national
security, nothing else matters. My 20
years as a soldier and Army officer, 10
years as a prosecutor, and service as a
lawyer at the Guantanamo Bay Office of
Military Commissions, have shaped me
as the only candidate with any relevant
national security experience. Issues of
law enforcement, the military, our veter-
ans and international law, are critical to
our nation’s future and should be in the
hands of the only candidate that has served
as a prosecutor and in the military.

For the voters in Somerset, Hunterdon,
Union and Middlesex Counties, in the 7th
Congressional District, the campaign to
www.RockTheCongress.com offers you
an option for a leader who has earned his
way and worked two and three jobs since
grade school. Someone who understands
the effect of higher taxes and prices. The
era of legacy politicians needs to stop and
June 3 would be a great time to start.

Tom Roughneen
Candidate for Congress

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ogdoastich – A poem of eight lines
2. Braize – Charcoal powder or coal

dust
3. Mesorhine – Having a nose of me-

dium width
4. Azymic – Pertaining to unleavened

bread

GARROTE
1. To stumble or stagger
2. To strangle
3. To puncture; pierce
4. To strap with a saddle

RIPARIOUS
1. Haughty; boastful
2. Marine or sea-dwelling
3. Growing or living along the banks of

a stream
4. Gritty; sandy

CYMOPHANOUS
1. Having a wavy, floating light
2. Excessively sweaty
3. Twining about; twisting
4. Round or oval in form

RHAPONTIC
1. Strong; racy
2. Whirling; spinning
3. Rhubarb
4. An eyepatch

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.


