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We’re proud to serve our community, providing
uninterrupted emergency care, with a broad spectrum
of diagnostic and treatment services.
And, our patient’s comfort and convenience is at the top of the list. 
Our average wait time to see a physician, for the more than 1,500 new
patients we’ve seen this month, was under 10 minutes.  We have a staff
of dedicated physicians and nationally recognized emergency care
nurses, and over 100 years of experience as a highly regarded provider
of emergency care for the residents of New Jersey.

Emergency care
you can counton, 

close to home.
OverlookHospital EmergencyServices -
right here at 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician call 888-454-9913.

For more information or to sign up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit

atlantichealth.org.

Union County Clerk Wins
Communications Award

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi won first
place in a communications contest
sponsored recently by the National
Federation of Press Women.

Ms. Rajoppi’s entered a calendar
featuring the 2008 Presidential Elec-
tion. The calendar was submitted in
the category of “Public Service Pub-
lication.”

It describes the important dead-
lines and dates associated with elec-
tions in Union County this year,
including the Presidential Primary
and General Election, and dead-
lines for candidates’ financial re-
ports, petition filing and voter reg-
istration.

“In keeping with the upcoming
Presidential election, the calendar’s
theme is Presidents who have vis-
ited Union County,” Ms. Rajoppi
said.

“From the early days of our na-

tion, when George Washington vis-
ited Elizabethtown for a pre-inau-
gural luncheon, Union County has
been host to more presidents than
can be adequately depicted in a 12-
month calendar,” she added. “I have
offered a sample of photographs
that includes vintage views of Presi-
dents Woodrow Wilson, Theodore
Roosevelt, Calvin Coolidge, Harry
Truman and others as they worked,
campaigned and relaxed here.”

Ms. Rajoppi previously received
an Honorable Mention in a National
Federation of Press Women contest
for her book, “Women in Office:
Getting There and Staying There.”
She also won first place in a New
Jersey NFPW contest for her bro-
chure, “The History of the Union
County Courthouse.”

For more information, call (908)
527-4787. For election-related
questions, call (908) 527-4996.

Senior Citizen Housing Corp.
Celebrates 30 Years in WF

Lapolla Leaving Turnpike
For Private Sector Position

By KATHERINE VOWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Se-
nior Citizens Housing Corporation
celebrated its 30th anniversary on
May 14. Located at 1133 Boynton
Avenue, it is designed to serve the
needs of low-income senior citizens.

In honor of the anniversary, the
complex hosted a party where Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky issued a procla-
mation dedicating the week, begin-
ning May 11, as “Westfield Senior
Citizen Housing Week.”

Other guests included New Jersey
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), town council members
and former mayor Bud Boothe.

“Bud was the spearhead that built
this building 30 years ago,” said Ruth
Smith, executive director of the hous-
ing corporation.

“We wanted to focus on the resi-
dents,” Mrs. Smith said of the
Wednesday afternoon event, which
had a carnival atmosphere with ev-
erything from cotton candy, pop-
corn and a caricaturist, to a perfor-
mance by a ragtime band.

In addition to the building cel-
ebrating an anniversary, five resi-
dents were also commemorating
more than 25 years at the corpora-
tion. Nancy Hill, Flora Cotone,
Eleanor Clausen, Margaret Yuschak
and Mary Elizabeth Miller were all
given plaques in honor of their time
spent at the senior housing develop-
ment.

Board of trustees member Carl
Villane was also recognized for dedi-
cating 30 years to the corporation.

Plans for senior housing began in
the 1960s. “Then and now, there was
a problem for Westfield residents
that couldn’t maintain properties,”
Mr. Boothe said. “We wanted to build
a place so we could keep these resi-
dents in town, since they had con-
tributed so much to the community.”

Ms. Smith was hired as execu-
tive director to Westfield Senior Citi-
zens Housing Corporation in 1990.
She had previously run a neighbor-
hood improvement association
where she was responsible for the
rehabilitation of 133 homes in the
area.

In the 1980’s, she began working
with the New Jersey Department
of Community Affairs where she
helped write statewide housing re-
habilitation codes.

She was hired by the Westfield
Senior Citizens Housing Corpora-
tion with the intent to build a second
housing development. This goal was

realized shortly after Ms. Smith’s
hiring, and in 1995, a second 130-
unit building was opened.

Mr. Boothe, who was serving as
mayor when the second building
opened, said, “We were very aggres-
sive when it came to getting things
done, and I can’t say enough about
the caliber of people and their dedi-
cation to the program.”

The Westfield Senior Citizens
Housing Corporation is recognized
across the nation as a top-ranked
facility. It has received awards for its
management, philosophy and for-
ward thinking.

“It’s not just a job,” said Ms. Smith.
“Not only am I doing something that
is stimulating and exciting, but I’m
getting positive feedback from the
residents.”

“We have a super staff,” Ms. Smith
continued. “The staff impacts the
residents every day, because it is not
a job, it is a mission. The staff has
adopted this mission to keep people
in a happy and safe environment for
as long as possible.”

Original plans for the senior hous-
ing center specified that the devel-
opment would be limited to seniors
who are Westfield residents, former
Westfield residents and the parents
of Westfield residents. “Our original
effort was to provide senior citizens
housing for residents,” said Mr.
Boothe. “Federal laws now state that
you cannot discriminate, the devel-
opment had to be open to everyone.”

Individuals from across the coun-
try are sending in applications with
hopes of getting an apartment at the
senior housing center; however the
current waiting list for both build-
ings has over 300 people. For this
reason, the housing corporation is
not accepting new applications for
the time being. When openings are
available, applicants must be 62 or
older and meet income levels estab-
lished by the federal government’s
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD).

Residents strive to remain active
members of their community through
continuous community service.
“With the tax dollars helping them,
they feel committed to give back to
the community,” Ms. Smith said of
the residents. Residents’ donate their
time to local Lyons veteran’s hospi-
tal, the Center of Hope Hospice, and
activities with the mentally handi-
capped.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WOODBRIDGE — After six years
of running the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority, Westfield resident Michael
Lapolla will resign by the end of June
to start a new career in the private
sector in July.

Mr. Lapolla previously served as
Union County manager, Union
County assistant prosecutor and state
director for former United States
Senator Bill Bradley (D-NJ).

He also has had his hand in politics,
serving as a Union County freeholder
in the 1980’s, including a post as
chairman, and ran unsuccessfully for
Congress from the 7th District in the
2000 Primary against former
Fanwood Mayor Maryanne Connelly.

While not disclosing the name of
his new employer he acknowledged,
“It’s in the transportation field and I
am very excited about the opportu-
nity.”

He said he had planned to stay at the
Turnpike prior to receiving the offer.

“I was not looking [for a new job].
I was contacted by a headhunter. It

was just a phenomenal opportunity
for me and my family,” Mr. Lapolla
said.

Among the accomplishments dur-
ing his tenure include the merger of
the Turnpike Authority and the High-
way Authority, which had run the
Garden State Parkway, implementa-
tion of express EZPass, alternate tolls
on the Parkway where some tollbooths
were removed to decrease traffic con-
gestion, and the widening of both
highways.

Mr. Lapolla said while under his
watch the Turnpike’s workforce was
reduced by 400 workers, which ac-
counts for 13 percent of its employ-
ees.

But one of his favorite projects was
the redesign of the Clark/Westfield
exit on the Parkway.

“It’s great. I enjoy getting off there
and watching the progress we are
making,” he said.

He said he would look fondly upon
his time with the Authority.

“I’ve enjoyed working here. It’s
been a great challenge and a lot of
fun,” Mr. Lapolla said.

Union County to Replace
Springfield Ave. Bridge

CRANFORD — Union County
announced an Inter-Local service
agreement with the Township of
Cranford for the replacement of the
Springfield Avenue Bridge. The
county-owned bridge, which stretches
across the Rahway River, has been
deemed structurally deficient.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford said, “Our Department of
Engineering and Public Works has
been hard at work to see this project
through, and their efforts will result
in a brand new bridge in place by
early 2009.”

The new bridge will be built within
the same footprint of the existing
structure and will be designed and
constructed by the county. The town-
ship will grant a construction ease-
ment on Green Acres property, owned
by the township, in order for the work
to be done. The township owns and
operates a sanitary sewer line under
the bridge, which must be relocated.

As part of the agreement, the county
will be responsible for all the bridge-
work and inspection related to the
relocation of the sanitary sewer lines.
The township will reimburse the
county an estimated $9,500 for de-
sign costs and $100,000 for construc-
tion of the new sewer lines. The county
will spend $233,000 in design costs.

Bids for the construction phase of

this project will be advertised in the
second half of 2008. Construction is
expected to take six to eight months,
officials said.

WF Man Receives
NJPO Planning Award
WESTFIELD – Martin Robins of

Westfield, a senior fellow at the Alan
M. Voorhees Transportation Center,
has received a 2008 Achievement in
Planning Award from the New Jersey
Planning Officials (NJPO) in recog-
nition of his many years of service in
the field of transportation planning.

The award was presented at the
70th Anniversary Celebration of
NJPO banquet on April 25.

The NJPO awards provide recog-
nition of projects throughout New
Jersey that reflect good sense in plan-
ning, dedicated individuals whose
efforts result in enhancing quality of
life, agencies of government generat-
ing model approaches to planning,
and organizations and initiatives pro-
moting the ideals of sound planning.
Other state honorees were selected.

Earlier that day, NJPO held the B.
Budd Chavooshian Memorial State
Planning Conference where experts
examined the anticipated rules from
the Council on Affordable Housing
due in June.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRIDGE...A replacement of the Springfield Avenue Bridge, which crosses over
the Rahway River in Cranford, is expected to be in place by early 2009, according
to Union County Freeholder Betty Jane Kowalski.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


