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POLICE BLOTTER

Katherine Vowell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DARE TO DINE…At the second “DARE to Dine” cook-off on May 20, three
restaurant chefs competed to raise funds for the Westfield DARE program.
Pictured, left to right, are: Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Stacy Weinman, Officer Gary
Moore, John Moretti, owner to the Top Line Appliance Center, Naomi McElynn,
Elise Wilkins, Lori Vaughan and Audrey Hodapp. See article page 10.

WF DARE Program Holds
Cook-Off to Raise Funds

By KATHERINE VOWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — DARE to Dine held
its second cook-off, Monday, at the Top
Line Appliance Center at 576 North
Avenue in Westfield.

This was the second of three “Iron
Chef”-type cook-offs taking place to
raise money for the Westfield DARE
program.

The public is the judge at these events,
and chefs are rated based on the taste
and appearance of the food. Monday
night’s winner, Limani Seafood Grill,
will challenge Top Line’s “top chef”
John Cucollo, on Monday, June 2.

This past Monday’s event was sold
out, with close to 250 tickets purchased.
All proceeds go to the Westfield DARE

program, which will use the funds to
purchase a new vehicle.

“The cook-off supports the Westfield
DARE program and pushes support for
local businesses,” said Officer Gary
Moore, instructor and mentor for the
Westfield DARE program.

Other restaurants that participated in
the cook-off included, Chez Catherine,
16 Prospect, Feast Catering, Mama
Lou’s, Mojave Gill and The Brick Oven.

DARE helps give students the skills
they need to avoid involvement with
drugs, gangs and violence.

Tickets for the final cook-off on June
2 are $30 per person. For more infor-
mation, contact Naomi McElynn at
(908) 233-3021 or the Top Line Appli-
ance Center at (908) 232-5200.
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WF Murder
routed the call to Newark, where a 911
operator told the county officer, “What
are [police] going to do? By the time
they come out, this car will be gone.”

The operator also incorrectly entered
information about Honrath’s vehicle
into the 911 system and failed to report
its last-known location or that it was in
motion.

“My hope, and the hope of the
Massachi family, is that first contacts in
an emergency will be properly trained
and adhere to their own policies and
procedures,” said the family’s attorney,
Brian Levine, who also serves as the
Scotch Plains township attorney.

The two-week trial was set in motion
after a state appeals court ruled last
November that municipal governments
could be held liable when police dis-
patchers and operators do not follow
prescribed policies.

Katherine Vowell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUBBER DUCKIE…The Second Annual Rubber Duck Race took place on
Sunday, May 18, at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield to raise awareness and funds
for Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA). Close to 500 people gathered outside to
cheer on 4,500 rubber ducks floating across Mindowaskin pond. This year’s race
raised $16,500. Pictured, from left to right, are: Rutgers football player Art Forst;
Patrick Higgins, who is diagnosed with SMA and is the son of Maureen and Bill,
coordinators of the race; and Rutgers football player Shamar Graves.

Residents Make Budget
Suggestions to GW Council

By KATHERINE VOWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At an informal,
public council meeting in Garwood,
May 17, council members asked the
community for suggestions regard-
ing how the borough could share ser-
vices with neighboring towns to im-
prove efficiency and minimize ex-
penses. This comes at a time when the
state has cut $154,000 in state aid to
the borough, which officials said is
forcing Garwood to apply for ex-
traordinary aid.

In attendance were Council Presi-
dent Kathleen Villaggio, Councilmen
Stephen Napolitano and Anthony Sytko
and Mayor Dennis McCarthy, who sat
by as an observer.

The main topic of discussion revolved
around the proposal for a new $500,000
fire truck for the Garwood Fire Depart-
ment. With plans to develop North Av-
enue to accommodate three-story struc-
tures, the fire department has requested
a ladder truck, which would provide
quicker access to a high floor in the
event of a fire.

One resident, who requested not to
be named, was opposed to purchasing
a new fire truck and suggested the
borough share a ladder truck owned by
bordering towns. “I have a big problem
understanding the need with Cranford
and Westfield owning ladder trucks,”
he said. “It seems like a lot of duplica-
tion and a big waste of money.”

The council responded by stating

that the fire truck was justified if it
could save a life. “You cannot put a cost
on a life,” said Mr. Napolitano.

Ms. Villaggio also noted that the
small streets in Garwood might not
accommodate the neighboring towns’
ladder trucks.

Other items of discussion included
implementing fees at local swimming
pools and ice skating rinks to generate
revenue for the recreation committee.
Mr. Napolitano replied by saying such
a proposal was already in discussion
amongst the committee.

Another community member, Bruce
Paterson, suggested a “piggyback rela-
tionship” between the recreation de-
partment and the library, stating that the
library was “over-funded.”

“We are mandated by the state to
fund the library $205,000,” said Ms.
Villaggio. “Right now, the library is
getting the minimum level required for
it to run.”

However, a board of trustee member
for the Garwood library said that a
relationship between the library and
recreational department could be nego-
tiated.

Further cost-saving suggestions from
residents included decreasing the num-
ber of recycling pick ups from bi-weekly
to monthly, cutting the number of bulk
pickups in the town, regulating garbage
pickup efficiency by having the truck
pickup trash from both sides of the
street at once and the development of
borough-owned property.

Fanwood CERT to Deliver
President’s Service Award

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT) announced Monday
that it has teamed with the White
House to become a certifying organi-
zation for the President’s Volunteer
Service Award, a national program
recognizing Americans who have
demonstrated a sustained commit-
ment to volunteer service.

Established by President George
W. Bush in 2003, the award gives
presidential recognition to individu-
als, families and groups who meet
requirements for volunteer service,
measured by the number of service
hours performed over 12 months.

The Fanwood CERT is one of thou-
sands of organizations that have joined
forces to deliver the President’s Vol-
unteer Service Award and honor the
volunteers who strengthen the United
States.

As a certifying organization for the
award, the Fanwood CERT is respon-
sible for verifying service hours,
nominating potential recipients and
delivering the award.

“We are extremely proud to recog-
nize our most outstanding volunteers
with the President’s Volunteer Ser-
vice Award,” said Lieutenant Richard
Trigo of the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment.

“Fanwood’s CERT volunteers are
role models in our community, do-
nating their time, energy and talent to
bring us closer together as neighbors

and a nation,” he added. “The award
is our way of thanking these volun-
teers and inspiring everyone in our
community to make volunteering a
central part of their lives.”

The award is issued by the
President’s Council on Service and
Civic Participation, a group convened
by President Bush to help foster and
encourage a culture of volunteer ser-
vice and civic participation among
Americans. Chaired by two-time Su-
per Bowl Champion Darrell Green,
with former United States Senators
Bob Dole and John Glenn as honor-
ary co-chairmen, the council is com-
posed of leaders in government, me-
dia, entertainment, business, educa-
tion, nonprofit and volunteer service
organizations and community volun-
teering.

Fanwood’s CERT was established
in 2005 as part of Fanwood’s Office
of Emergency Management, to edu-
cate the public and assist police, fire
and rescue squad responders with
additional support during major emer-
gencies and events.

More information is available at
the Web site FanwoodCERT.org. For
more information about volunteering
with the Fanwood CERT, visit the
Web site or call Lt. Richard Trigo at
(908) 322-5000. For further informa-
tion on the President’s Volunteer Ser-
vice Award, access
presidentialserviceawards.gov or call
1-(866) 545-5307.

Freeholders to Introduce
2008 Budget on May 29

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders deter-
mined the items to be discussed at its
next regular meeting during the board’s
monthly agenda-setting session last
Thursday night. Among the items on
the agenda are the county’s 2008 oper-
ating and capital budget.

County Manager George Devanney
released his executive budget of $436.8
million with a proposed tax levy of
$254.3 million in February. Under that
plan, spending would increase $22.4
million over last year while taxes would
jump $15.5 million, 6.48 percent, ac-
cording to information released by the
county’s public information depart-
ment. County taxes would increase in
20 of the 21 towns in Union County.

Final numbers for the operating and
capital budget were not available at
press time.

According to Sebastian D’Elia, di-
rector of the county’s office of public
information, final budget numbers will
be available by the end of the week.

Also set on the agenda is a capital
ordinance for funding various projects,
including: renovations and acquisition

of various equipment for Union County
College; and the construction of a per-
forming arts facility in conjunction with
Kean University at the Union County
Vocational Technical Schools. Some
$53 million in capital requests have
been presented for this year’s budget by
department directors.

The board also considered a resolu-
tion authorizing an application for fund-
ing $250,000 of the Essex/Union Auto
Theft Task Force, and a resolution ap-
proving water rescue training for
firefighters in the county in the amount
of $30,000.

Following the requests from county
department heads, the board entered
into executive session. Although
board members were unable to com-
ment on the exact nature of the ses-
sion, items discussed included a po-
tential land acquisition, contract mat-
ters and issues related to the county
jail.

The items set on the agenda will be
discussed at the freeholder’s next
regular meeting. Due to the Memo-
rial Day holiday, the next meeting is
scheduled for May 29, at 7 p.m. at the
Union County Administration Build-
ing in Elizabeth.

sional office space on the first floor of
retail buildings. One of the current build-
ing owners requested the board to ap-
prove a variance to allow this non-
permitted usage.

Board Chairman Gregory Cummings
voiced his opposition to the proposal,
saying it was not something previously
supported by the planners and would be
“deleterious to a thriving, retail area.”

Those who supported the idea cited
the need of building owners to have
flexibility when leasing a property, es-
pecially in difficult economic times. In
a compromise, the board voted to ap-
prove a maximum of 25 percent of
ground-floor retail space for profes-
sional office use, with the option to
rescind that usage after the first leasers
leave. Board members will form an ad-
hoc committee to review an ordinance
regarding that usage.

Other aspects of the plan discussed
included cross-access easements of the
shared parking arrangement, building
heights, sidewalks, open-space and
landscaped areas, mid-block crossings
and other aesthetic design features.

Officials said the borough intended
on purchasing the Livingston-Wilbor
property located on South Avenue, be-
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Fanwood Planning Board
tween the Ling property and  Soverign
Bank. The borough was currently ne-
gotiating a purchase price. The land
would need to be capped in order to
contain ground contamination that mi-
grated from the original Dean Oil site.

T & M Redevelopment Coordinator
Daniel McCarthy said the price to con-
tain the soil would not be expensive and
would actually lower the purchase price
of this property. The borough’s inten-
tion was to flip the property to a devel-
oper, after the soil was secured, board
member Jack Molenaar told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Located at 238 South Avenue, the
light-industrial property was the site of
a construction accident, last year, when
a firewall under construction at the
Station Mews redevelopment project
next door collapsed onto the Livingston-
Wilbor building.

The planning board, at its next public
meeting on May 28, will review the
proposed modifications to the plan. The
board will then forward its recommen-
dations to the mayor and council.

Grace Period Proposed
Prior to Issuance of Tickets

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) revealed,
Tuesday, that the town is looking into
establishing a 15-minute grace period
that would be honored before parking
tickets are issued. Business owners ap-
peared at a town council meeting, last
month and were critical of the council’s
proposed decision to increase parking
fines from $20 to $32. Owners said that
the amount of parking tickets given and
the level of enforcement were driving
customers out of town.

On the parking-enforcement issue,
DWC Executive Director Sherry Cronin
said if the grace period concept were
pursued, courtesy cards that feature the
date and time would be issued to over-
time parkers; once the additional 15
minutes had expired, a ticket would be
issued. If approved by the town coun-
cil, the town’s parking-enforcement staff
would administer the program.

Ms. Cronin said the town would be
asked to better monitor pay station lots
so that people are not being ticketed
upon arrival. In some instances, it is not
apparent to the parking-enforcement
officers whether a person is first arriv-
ing at a space or not. Incidents have
been reported in which people first
entering empty spaces and paying for
parking have been ticketed.

She said efforts are being made to
encourage longer-term downtown
parkers to park on the outskirts of the
business district in order to make
more space available to patrons of
both stores and service businesses
within the downtown. Ideas discussed
Monday’s meeting included remote
parking with jitney service, renting
underutilized private space for this
use and discounted permits for em-
ployers to purchase for employees.

Joe Spector, owner of The Leader
Store on East Broad Street, suggested
that the town look into legal arrange-
ments with private-property owners to
add more parking spaces in the down-
town. He said a “stacked” parking deck
at a “less visible” location in Westfield
could help add parking capacity.

In addition, the DWC discussed the
predominance of downtown vacancies
and the recurrence of graffiti on town
property. The DWC suggested com-
munity service as a suitable punish-
ment for those defacing buildings.

On another issue, Ms. Cronin said
retail vacancies in the business district
are increasing in the downtown, in-
cluding spaces previously occupied by
Tarpley Jewelers, the Christian Science
Reading Room and the South Avenue
Merrill Lynch location. She said occu-
pants are being found for some vacant
spaces, with Verizon taking over the
former Blockbuster Video space on
North Avenue, Staples moving into the
Kay-Bee Toys vacancy and, pending
approval by the planning board,
Xocolatz moving into the former
Annie’s Gourmet Kitchen on North
Avenue next to the Westfield Diner.

When asked for a number on vacan-
cies, Ms. Cronin said, “I suspect the
occupancy rate is in the low 90s [per-
cent],” further noting that the number
was based on retail square footage.

The DWC also discussed ways to
punish those caught writing graffiti,
suggesting that they would be assigned
to do cleaning and maintenance of the
downtown as part of their imposed
community service.

Ms. Cronin said the DWC has been
working to remove or paint over graffiti
promptly, but the problem continues to
worsen. The group considered the ad-
dition of closed-circuit cameras to
monitor areas of downtown.

Concepts for improving the East Broad
Street façade of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts were also discussed.

New DWC Chairman Dominick
Verdic ran Monday’s meeting, follow-
ing the resignation of David Martone
last month. Mr. Martone resigned after
it was determined the new South Av-
enue location of his cooking school
was outside the boundaries of the spe-
cial-improvement district. Since he held
a merchant seat, he had to resign.

A vice chairman to take Mr. Verdic’s
former board position has yet to be
named, along with a replacement for
Mr. Martone.

Westfield
Saturday, May 17, Lynde Jules, 19,

of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield criminal warrant
after a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue, West, and Crossway Place.
Jules was released after posting $200
bail.

Sunday, May 18, Kevin
Quattlebaum, 27, of Jersey City was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on the 600 block of South Av-
enue, West. He was charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle and was released
with two summonses.

Scotch Plains
Monday, May 12, a business on

Martine Avenue reported that some-
one threw a rock at the window of his
building.

Tuesday, May 13, a resident of
Seneca Road reported that his neigh-
bor took garbage and threw it on his
lawn.

Tuesday, May 13, a resident of
Seneca Road reported that someone
removed her daughter’s pocketbook,
which was left at a Park Avenue store.

Wednesday, May 14, a business on
Park Avenue reported that someone
damaged a sign at the rear of the store.

Sunday, May 18, William Graham,
53, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged for driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after being stopped for a mo-
tor vehicle violation. According to
police, Graham was transported to
headquarters where he was processed
and released on a summons.

Sunday, May 18, a resident of Mid-
way Avenue reported that someone
removed her backpack from an East
Second Street store.

Fanwood
Sunday, May 11, Jaime R. Jervis,

26, of Roselle was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Roselle,
Roselle Park and Elizabeth after a
field investigation.

Monday, May 12, Vanderlei C.
Rodrigues, 34, of Newark was ar-
rested on an outstanding no-bail body
warrant from the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement Authority.
According to police, he was processed
and turned over to immigration offi-
cials.

Monday, May 12, Stephanie A.
Kendall, 29, of Fanwood was arrested
after a field investigation on Mary
Lane for an outstanding Plainfield
warrant. According to police, she was
processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department.

Wednesday, May 14, Justo Caceres,
30, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Edison warrant, as well
as a no-bail body warrant from the
Immigration and Customs Enforce-

ment Authority. According to police,
he was processed and turned over to
immigration officials.

Sunday, May 17, Alesia E. Bur-
gess, 44, of Irvington was arrested
and charged with driving under the
influence (DUI) on Martine Avenue
for operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of drugs/alcohol.
According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
adult.

Monday, May 19, Peter M.
Cacciuttolo, 20, of Fanwood was ar-
rested on Forest Road and charged
with criminal mischief to borough
property at a Forest Road park. Two
male, 17-year-old Fanwood juveniles
were also arrested and charged with
criminal mischief to borough prop-
erty.

Mountainside
Tuesday, May 13, Tameca Holland-

Womack, 25, of Somerville was
arrested and charged with driving with
a suspended license after being
stopped on Route 22, East for several
motor vehicle violations.

Thursday, May 15, Kevin
Woodbridge, 25, of Union was ar-
rested at the Scotch Plains Police
Department for an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount
in the amount of $500.

Friday, May 16, an employee at a
Route 22 gas station reported that a
man asked the attendant to fill his
vehicle with gas and after receiving
the gas stated that he left his wallet at
an area restaurant. According to po-
lice, the suspect fled the scene when
the attendant went to notify police of
the incident.

Monday, May 19, a resident of
Wychwood Road reported illegal
dumping to police after observing
three garbage bags full of beer cans
and other garbage on municipal prop-
erty. According to police, the dump-
ing seems to be ongoing as this is not
the first incident the resident, as well
as other area residents, continuously
clean up discarded garbage bags.

Monday, May 19, Tony Forbes, 22,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license
and failure to exhibit documents after
a motor vehicle stop on Route 22,
East. He was also charged with an
outstanding warrants out of Green
Brook Township in the amount of
$314.

Tuesday, May 20, Meghan Nadeau,
23, of Warren was arrested and
charged for DWI, refusal to submit to
a breath test and consumption of an
open container of alcohol in a motor
vehicle. According to police, she was
also issued a summons for careless
driving for driving with a flat tire. She
was processed and released to a re-
sponsible adult, police said.

tual aid now more than ever.
Edward Laferrera, captain of the

South Plainfield Rescue Squad, said
that South Plainfield has already
developed a close relationship with
the Plainfield squad.

“Plainfield uses Muhlenberg on a
much more frequent basis than we
do,” Mr. Laferrera said. “We back
up Plainfield because for every call
we receive, they probably get four
or five. It [Muhlenberg closing] will
be a bigger burden on us as well.”

The added distance is not the only
thing concerning local rescue
squads. The influx of patients that
will occur at remaining hospitals
has left many wondering how hos-
pitals, such as Overlook, JFK and
Robert Wood Johnson, are going to
cope.

“It is not just a matter of dis-
tance,” said Joseph Law, an emer-
gency medical technician for the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, which
takes approximately 60 percent of
its calls to Muhlenberg.

“We are looking at a big change
considering the majority of patients
go to Muhlenberg or
Overlook…Muhlenberg and Union
[Hospital] will be down, and Over-
look has too many patients as is. For
us to bring our patients there is out
of the way for them not having the
room.”

Mr. Law continued by saying,
“When a hospital has no beds, they
can’t take any more patients, so
where do we take them when Over-
look is filled with Muhlenberg,
Union and their own patients?”

“Hospitals are all pretty much at
capacity with Muhlenberg open,”
Mr. Laferrera said. “JFK, which is
already overwhelmed with patients,
will be worse off with Muhlenberg
closed. Sometimes we go there and
our crews will have to wait 10 to 15
minutes to get a bed. I can’t imagine
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Rescue Squads Cont.
what it will be like with Muhlenberg
closed.”

Similarly, Mr. Lawson said, “I’ve
been at hospitals where you have
three or four crews walking in at
once that have to wait.”

Regardless of the squad, every-
one seems to agree that the situa-
tion at Muhlenberg is unfortunate,
and that another hospital closing is
the last thing a rescue squad wants
to see happen.

“Somebody is going to have to
help out when more hospitals be-
come entrenched with the same situ-
ations,” Mr. Oatis said. “I just hope
that sometime, somewhere, some-
one can come up with a solution
that will help a lot of people.

“We would rather not be running
to far off places, but if we have to,
we will,” Mr. Oatis added. “As long
as we continue to get great volun-
teers, we will serve our community
and the community surrounding us.”

Westfield, Cranford and
Mountainside Rescue Squads were
contacted for this story, but phone
calls were not returned.
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SID Est’d
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SP Council
property; Sunrise Court; the 300
block of Union Avenue; Valleyscent
Avenue; Watchung View Place;
White Oak Road and sections of
Woodside Road and Sycamore Av-
enue.

The township is also planning to
request bids in the next few months
for a state Department of Transpor-
tation-funded project on Deer Path
and a portion of Glenside Avenue.

The 22nd street, Cellar Avenue,
will be repaved in conjunction with
Clark Township, where about half
the street lies. The two towns will
evenly split the approximate $10,000
cost of this project.

SID’s boundaries as well as a mem-
ber of the council and possibly a
member of the township planning
board and a non-business-owning
resident.

After Mrs. Malool briefed council
members about the Tuesday meeting,
Mayor Martin Marks asked her to set
out in a memorandum for council
members all of the criteria and details
to be included in an ordinance.

Township Attorney Brian Levine
will also work with Mr. Jessup to
craft the formal language of an ordi-
nance that the governing body plans
to introduce on Tuesday, June 10 and
voted on, after a public hearing, at the
council’s Tuesday, June 24 meeting.


