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WSO, Temple Capture Jewish
Spirit on Israel’s 60th Anniversary

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Music that spanned
from Israel’s classical inception to its
modern masters enlivened spirits at
Temple Emanu-El for a celebration of
“Israel at 60.” The Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) and the temple jointly
presented the program, which refer-
enced the struggle to not only forge a
Jewish identity, but to establish a cul-
ture unto itself.

Temple Emanu-El Rabbi Douglas
Sagal, introducing the evening, said,

“The notion of a renewed Jewish sover-
eign nation was the stuff of dreams until
hearty, visionary pioneers began the
task of reclaiming the land through
hard labor and grit.”

Sixty years ago, the small country on
the eastern edge of the Mediterranean
earned the right to be called an indepen-
dent state – Eretz Yisrael. Last
Thursday’s celebration of that accom-
plishment and the rise of the Jewish
civilization was captivating. It chose to
focus on the positive accomplishments
of the Jewish people and forgo the
unrelenting struggles that remain in
Israel.

While acknowledging the ever-
present danger Israel faces, Asaf Shariv,
the consul general of the State of Is-
rael, said, in the spirit of the event, “I
know we have problems…but today is
a day of celebration.”

Referencing a line from the first prime
minister of Israel, David Ben-Gurion,
Mr. Shariv said, “[In Israel], if you
don’t believe in miracles, you’re not a
realist,” Mr. Shariv said.

He said that 2007 was a record year
for tourism and that Israel enjoys a
prosperous relationship with the United
States, a unity that was apparent by
evening’s end.

As the night concluded and aisles
emptied, more than a couple of attend-

ees were undeniably humming “I like
to be in A-mer-i-ca” – a response of
nationalistic pride caused, perhaps un-
intentionally, by the orchestra’s jubi-
lant finale of West Side Story.

Before the festivities began, Mr.
Shariv infused a dose of humor into the
evening, describing why it took so long
for the Jews to stumble upon Eretz
Yisrael.

“Moses and the Jews were searching
for 40 years for the one place in the
Middle East that has no oil,” he said.

After watching a film excerpt from

Pillar of Fire, highlighting what it was
“to be a free nation in our own land,”
WSO Conductor David Wroe struck up
the orchestra for Bernstein’s Chichester
Psalms.

The Psalms were delivered in fits
and starts, with blasts of percussion and
timpani at points, while subtle hiccups
of xylophone and harp were heard in
others, creating a surreal feeling. The
music remained cleverly delicate, as if
at any point it could be overtaken.

All involved beautifully performed
the spastic piece, which changed from
reverential to bombastic and from spiri-
tual to impulsive within seconds of one
another.

Bergen County’s Pro Arte Chorale
melded superbly with the orchestra,
and the temple’s cantor, Martha Novick,
succeeded in producing the innocent
quality of a boy soprano.

During the third movement, the
strings shined and offered a contempla-
tive tone of anticipation and peace.

Soon after, Maestro Wroe motioned
feverishly, swimming and whisking as
he instructed the instrumentalists. All,
of course, occurred as the chorale com-
manded the piece with aplomb, sound-
ing as though it were truly ushering in
a new presence, proclaiming at the final
lines, “how pleasant it is...to dwell to-
gether in unity.”

Afterwards, the Greg Wall Ensemble
traced the development of Israeli music
from its pioneer days through state-
hood.

Rabbi Wall explained the beginnings
of Jewish folk music, reminding audi-
ence members that Israel sprang forth
from a land of nomads and Jews living
in the Diaspora, all with their own
disparate languages and cultures.

The flourishing of music in Israel
was on the “same scale as cultivating
the desert,” Rabbi Wall said. He docu-
mented how those coming to Israel,
many times, just had “the clothes on
their backs and the songs in their heart.”

The ensemble’s music sounded like
a Jewish form of coffeehouse jazz –
free flowing, improvisational and play-
ful. The songs were humanized in that
the instruments naturally became the
personification of laughter or sadness.

While Mr. Wall’s clarinet conjured
up thoughts of Indian snake charmers,
the music seemed to marry rap-like
chanting, tribal drums and folk-rock
acoustic guitar. All mixed together, the
music became a rally cry.

That call was then heightened by
Rabbi Wall’s facial expressions. His
face would redden as he blared the
notes and stamped his feet. He smiled
as his face glistened, and when his
portion of a song ceased, he encour-
aged his fellow bandmates, especially
guitarist/vocalist Noah Solomon, to take
center stage.

The ensemble reached a crescendo
during its last piece when three people,
including the temple’s executive direc-
tor, Carolyn Shane, rose from their
chairs and boogied to the joyous lyrics
“Am Yisrael Chai” (the people of Israel
live).

After intermission, Israeli pianist
Alon Goldstein, 38, came out with the
WSO to perform the Piano Concerto
by Robert Schumann, a renowned 19th
Century German composer.

The classical pianist delivered a rous-
ing performance, exuding warmth and
personality in every movement.

As he played, with eyes closed, Mr.
Goldstein repeatedly mouthed words
as if in a trance. The piece darted and
changed speeds quickly, and Mr.
Goldstein – tongue out, face moisten-
ing slightly – playfully grimaced as he
wowed the audience. After each piano
portion ended, his hands jerked sky-
ward in childlike zeal.

To top the night off, the orchestra
brought to life Bernstein’s West Side
Story. Spectators simply could not help
but to move to the beat of every tam-
bourine tap and maraca shake.

Maestro Wroe sent the audience home
with “one final universal message” —
“the spark of love, reconciliation and
harmony, ultimately, will triumph.”

Choral Art Society Showcases
American Music to New Audience

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey presents a pro-
gram of mostly American music on
Saturday. Music Director James Little
will conduct works by George
Gershwin, Randall Thompson and John
Rutter at 8 p.m. at the Union County

Perfroming Arts Center in Rahway.
The Choral Art Society Orchestra

and two soloists – soprano Andi
Campbell and baritone Sidney Jackson
– make up the chorus.

Randall Thompson, who is perhaps
best-known for “Alleluia,” was com-
missioned 50 years ago to write a piece
for the 250th anniversary of the Incor-
poration of Amherst, Mass.

Frostiana: Seven Country Songs is a
setting of seven of Robert Frost’s po-
ems: “The Road Not Taken,” “The Pas-
ture,” “Come In,” “The Telephone,” “A
Girl’s Garden,” “Stopping by Woods
on a Snowy Evening” and “Choose
Something Like a Star.”

The full chorus does not sing to-
gether for all seven poems. The first and

last settings are for mixed voices, the
second and sixth for men, third and fifth
for women, and “The Telephone” is a
dialogue for mixed voices in which the
women’s voices answer the men’s
voices.

English composer John Rutter, who
has written some of the most charming,
melodious orchestral music  ever heard,

and lovely choruses based on many
literary sources, composed the choral
suite Birthday Madrigals for the 75th
birthday of jazz pianist George Shear-
ing.

The words are by William
Shakespeare, John Wilbye, Christopher
Marlowe and Sir Philip Sidney, and
piano and string bass will accompany
the chorus.

The other part of the concert is, in
fact, a “Concert.” Gershwin’s opera
Porgy and Bess has been arranged many
times for orchestra, and even the indi-
vidual highlights, such as “Summer-
time,” have received special arrange-
ments by various instrumentalists.

Mr. Little will lead his choral and
orchestral forces in a single, seamless

WF Book Store Hosts
Husband-and-Wife Duo

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield is hosting a meet
and greet for local author and illustra-
tor Kim Adlerman, and author and
musician Danny Adlerman on Satur-
day, May 17, from 2 to 4 p.m.

This husband and wife’s latest col-
laboration is entitled “Oh No,
Domino,” a children’s book with an
accompanying audio CD that includes
an original piece of music as a bonus.

Mr. and Mrs. Adlerman have writ-
ten nine books and recorded two CDs.
Their first book, “It’s Raining, It’s
Pouring,” written under the pen name
of Kin Eagle, has sold over half-a-
million copies.

Those interested can meet the duo at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (corner
of East Broad and Elmer Streets).

Those unable to attend can call (908)
233-3535, and reserve an autographed
copy of their book.

SP-F Music Boosters
Hold Clothing Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Fanwood High School Music
Boosters Association is holding a
clothing drive on Saturday, May 17,
in front of the Scotch Plains Fanwood
High School from 9 a.m. to noon

This event benefits students par-
ticipating in the high school’s music,
marching band, chorus, color guard
and other fine-arts programs.

Items sought are wearable and us-
able clothing, shoes, belts, handbags,
linens and stuffed animals. For more
information, visit spfk12.org/
musicboosters/.

David Samsky for The Leader/ Times

BELIEVING IN MIRACLES...The Westfield Symphony Orchestra and Temple
Emanu-El presented a rousing evening of music to celebrate “Israel at 60.”

I’M ON MY WAY...Choral Art Society Orchestra members prepare for this
Saturday’s concert. From the top, left to right, are: Ulf Dolling, president elect;
Denise Gregis, treasurer elect; Rosemany Shire, soprano; Fredel Clermont, alto;
Sylvia Degrado, soprano, and Nancy Kevin, alto and orchestral stand-in

setting of six songs, including “Sum-
mertime,” “I Loves You, Porgy,” “It
Ain’t Necessarily So” and “Oh Lawd,
I’m on My Way.”

When asked about the programming
for Saturday, Mr. Little emphasized the
freshness of what the chorus will sing
and what the audience will hear.

“We chose Thompson and Gershwin
because we wanted to present an Ameri-
can program of music that would be
interesting to a new audience. Also,
I’ve never done, or even heard, the
Thompson Frostiana with orchestra,
so it’s something new and fun for me.
[Rutter’s] Birthday Madrigals are great
fun, very approachable from an audi-
ence point-of-view [and] very much in
jazz style,” he said.


