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Musical Revue Dares You to ‘Have Flair’
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By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Billed as a musical
revue, Starting Here, Starting Now
by lyricist Richard Maltby, Jr. and
composer David Shire is as light as a
spring breeze. Westfield Community
Players’ (WCP) final production of
the season, a two-act show, utilizes a
cabaret/black box theater setting –
the perfect venue for this intimate
show.

Three talented singers deliver the
collage of sophisticated, quick-patter
songs reminiscent of Stephen
Sondheim’s lyrics.

Dressed in stunning black-and-
white outfits, Jeffrey Dopson, Kaye
Gonzales and Garwood’s Tracey
Lynne Haskell sing, dance and act out
the songs, which unfold as mini-dra-
mas.

Act I explores the humorous, mel-
ancholy and sometimes angry ups
and downs of romance. All three per-
form the theme song of Act I, made
famous by Barbara Streisand in the
1960’s, without much hoopla. Their
powerful lyrics and melody present
the message of hope for a new rela-
tionship.

The three singers, backed up nicely
by percussionist Vincent Livolfi and
musical director/pianist Mary Beth
McFall, offer a combination of inter-
esting duets, solos and trios.

Ms. Gonzales’ clever portrayal of a
frazzled woman in “Crossword
Puzzle” displays a character having a
breakdown while doing the Sunday
New York Times puzzle. Quite a bril-
liant actress, Ms. Gonzales spits out
her tale with amazing vocal dexterity.
Her character’s brains have driven
away her boyfriend when she out-
smarts him on every clue.

After Ms. Gonzales’ tour-de-force,
Ms. Haskell gets a turn to shine in the
ballad “Autumn.” Her lush mezzo-

soprano voice soars lovingly, caress-
ing each phrase. Her reflective inter-
pretation showcases great control and
well supported soft high notes.

Mr. Dopson solos impressively in
“I Don’t Remember Christmas,” in
which he professes that he doesn’t
remember his ex-girlfriend. Of
course, as Shakespeare once wrote,
“he doth protest too much,” and the
audience sees that he’s only deluding
himself.

The funniest song of the night is
“I’m Going to Make You Beautiful,”
in which Ms. Gonzales dons the
smock of a beauty consultant at the
cosmetic counter of Lord & Taylor.
Not an easy number because of its
marathon of notes, tongue-twisting
lyrics and choreography complete
with powder puffs and shopping bags,
it got the biggest hand of the night.

Choreographers Barbara Greco-
Brady and Patrick Starega show their
stuff, especially in “I Don’t Believe
It,” with a takeoff on musical chairs.
They also make their mark in “One
Step,” in which Ms. Gonzales tri-
umphs.

Linda Correll – an accomplished
actress herself, who knows how to get
the most from each character – has
expertly directed the tuneful trio. Not
afraid to let the actors find the truth of
each song, she doesn’t over-direct
them.

The 25 songs are brought to life
with professional lighting design by
Bob Murray assisted by Michael
Bieber and executed by Jessica Foerst.

The ending lyrics of the last num-
ber, “Flair Reprise,” challenge the
audience: “Dare to be loved, to go
mad and to have not a care; to have
flair.”

WCP has followed this advice with
the selection of a delightful musical
program that runs weekends through
the end of the month.

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OFF TO A GOOD START…At Westfield Community Players’ Starting Here,
Starting Now, a musical revue, starring Jeffrey Dopson, Tracey Lynne Haskell
and Kaye Gonzales, weaves stories of people falling in and out of love.

Wilcox Follows the Music to Westfield

davidwilcox.com
David Wilcox will perform at the Coffee with a Conscience Series this Saturday evening.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Folksinger David
Wilcox follows the music when he
tours. For him, music is about the
heart.

“I want to sing songs that I can
believe in and that matter to people,”
Mr. Wilcox says.

He will bring his blend of intricate
acoustic guitar and poetic lyrics to
Westfield’s Coffee with Conscience
series this Saturday evening, benefit-
ing the Keith Knost Special Needs
Trust.

“Coffee with Conscience” opens
the doors of the fellowship hall in the
Westfield Methodist church to all
members of the community and be-
yond to sit back, take in live music
and socialize, while giving the net
proceeds to a particular charity.

Eight years ago, Keith Knost, now
45 and residing at Manor Care in
Mountainside, was driving to Louisi-
ana for work and crashed his car due
to a mechanical failure. As a result of
his injuries, he is paralyzed from the
chest down, with full function of his
arms, neck and head.

Ahrre Maros, organizer of the
events, met Mr. Knost when they were
both in their teens while attending the
Summit Unitarian Church where Mr.
Knost’s dad was minister.

“Since my injury happened, he is
one of the few friends I have on the
East Coast, most are out West. He has
been an angel for me and a dear
friend,” Mr. Knost says of Mr. Maros.
Mr. Knost was living in Boulder,
Colo., for some time prior to the acci-
dent, working as an artist and running
a theatre house in Denver “Playback
Theatre West.”

“I love to work, I miss it,” Mr.
Knost says. Now he says he has given
up painting because he does not have
the proper space. His supplies are
kept in storage in Rhode Island, where
his parents retired.

The donations will help Mr. Knost
gain a better quality of life and assist
in his medical care costs. Mr. Wilcox
has been searching to perform for

causes like Mr. Knost’s, as well as
national disasters and wartime relief
efforts.

“I love playing in settings where
music is part of something bigger.
That’s usually a great thing,” says Mr.
Wilcox.

During a show, he plays a special
brew of songs that suit the cause or
the audience’s mood.

“I love songs that stir conversation
and communicate interesting con-
cepts or issues, stuff you can take
back to your life and do something
with. Not just singing for the way it
sounds, but singing to communicate,”
Mr. Wilcox reveals.

His melodies, played on his acous-
tic guitar, are what speak at the “heart
level,” Mr. Wilcox explains. “The
combination of the two when they are
in sync – that’s what makes it really
powerful for me,” he continues.

He recently “spoke to the heart” of
hundreds of people in Sudan, Africa,
for their first national day of prayer
because a friend said, “your song
needs to be there.” He is talking of
“Three Brothers,” a song about rec-
onciliation from his new album “Air-
stream.”

“There are settings where my songs
can be really powerful and under-
stood because of the context in which
they are sung,” says Mr. Wilcox, who
is planning to head to Bolivia soon to
perform at a benefit. “It’s always so
fun to sing in settings like that, when
they are really ready to hear.”

With 13 albums to choose from,
Mr. Wilcox says he could play for an
hour-and-a-half or three hours, de-
pending on the vibe. The audience
may even have a treat to a few, new
unrecorded songs to go along with
their coffee.

The fellowship hall at First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, lo-
cated at 1 East Broad Street, seats 250
people.

Tickets cost $26 are available at
davidwilcox.eventbrite.com. Justin
Roth will open the show. Doors open
at 7:30 p.m., and the concert will start
at 8 p.m.

Comic Book Day – Helping
To Bridge the Age Gap

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — On May 2, the
latest big-budget superhero movie, Iron
Man, (reviewed on page 22) hit the-
atres. Packed with all the typical trap-
pings – namely, catchy CGI special
effects, grand explosions and exciting
action sequences – the film will likely
be a major topic for kids in the first
couple months of summer.

However, at the same time, the film
makes the classic comic book from
which it derives seem rather dull and
passé, adding to the list of problems
faced by the comic-book industry at
present.

“Most comics today are intended
for older readers,” said Peter Mandle,
owner of Cranford’s Rogue Comics.
“They exist for the people who grew
up with these characters, and those
guys are over 18.”

So how does the comic industry
appeal to its supposed ‘child’ fan base?

One approach is Free Comic Book
Day. Begun in 2002, by Joe Field of
Flying Colors Comics, the promo-
tion is held on the first Saturday of
May, (usually after the release of a
superhero movie) and distributes spe-
cially made comics from all distribu-
tors (Marvel, DC, Dark Horse, etc.)
for free.

The comic book promotion has
three main goals – to introduce every-
one to the joys of reading comics, to
call back former comic book readers
and to thank current comic book buy-
ers for their continued support.

The promotion takes place in all
comic stores and has been considered
a success over the years, as 12-mil-
lion comics have been distributed
since the promotion’s inception.

In addition to Rogue Comics, Little
Shop of Comics in Scotch Plains par-
ticipates.

Steve Olsen, owner of Little Shop,
said the comic industry is starting to
capitalize on the boom of Iron Man
and other Marvel success stories.

He said the day caters to the younger
fan-base in hopes of “building up
comics again.”

When asked about the actual read-
ing, of comics as opposed to watch-
ing the visually exciting films, Mr.
Mandle replied, “If kids can read
hundreds of pages of  ‘Harry Potter,’
they can read a 22-page comic book.”

As for the more adult aspects of the
genre, Mr. Mandle maintained that
while they exist, the majority of comics
are intended for all ages and that the
“classic” books (Spider-Man, Batman,
etc.) are suitable for everyone.

He specifically pointed out Ultimate
Spider-Man, an ongoing reboot of the
classic Spider-Man story, as the best
all-around comic for any age group.

Overall, Mr. Mandle believes that
with superhero movies continually
being made and promotions like Free
Comic Book Day, comics will con-
tinue to be popular.

This reporter can personally attest
to that, having visited a packed Rogue
Comics on Free Comic Book Day.

The store was filled with young
children holding comics and toys,
while both parents and children dis-
cussed Iron Man, Star Wars and the
upcoming Indiana Jones sequel.

Seeing comics bridge the age gap
between parent and child proves that
Free Comic Book Day, and comics in
general, are living up to the goals of
the promotion and more.

TOWN FOLK...The Greg Wall Ensemble, featuring Adrienne Cooper, left,
Rabbi Wall, center, and Noah Solomon, right, performed Jewish folk tunes
during “Israel at 60.” See page 24.

David Samsky for The Leader/ Times

Literary Luncheon Helps
JLEP Carry on its Missions

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Five prominent female
authors spoke, last month, at a Liter-
ary Luncheon sponsored by the Jun-
ior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
(JLEP).

The JLEP is an organization of
women committed to improving lo-
cal communities through the leader-
ship of trained volunteers. For more
than 70 years, JLEP has worked to
serve needy organizations through-
out greater Union County with the
hands-on efforts of its members. The
Literary Luncheon serves as a
fundraiser for the league.

Sally Cook, Doreen Cronin, Linda
Francis Lee and Wendy Mass also
spoke at the event, held at the Grand
Summit Hotel.

Peggy Post, great-granddaughter-
in-law of the etiquette authority Emily
Post, served as the mistress of cer-
emonies at the luncheon. Mrs. Post
has been the spokesperson for the
Emily Post Institute since 1991. The
institute was founded in 1946 by its
namesake, who died in 1960 at the
age of 86.

Mrs. Post carries on the family
tradition through writing books such
as “Emily Post’s Etiquette, Personal
Skills for Professional Success” and
“Emily’s Everyday Manners.”

She also conducts etiquette work-
shops at schools and places of busi-
ness.

Bestselling author Adriana Trigiani
served as honorary chairperson.

Mrs. Trigiani, whom JLEP consid-
ers an “honorary JLEP member,” re-
galed attendees with her hilarious
sense of humor by announcing that
she was running for President of the
United States and disclosing her plan
for world peace after being elected.

“I will get all the presidents and
kings from other countries together
and make them wear spandex until
they agree to stop all the wars,” she
explained to her mostly female audi-
ence, which responded by laughing
and clapping.

Mrs. Trigiani is the author of many
instant bestselling novels, including

“Lucia, Lucia” and “Rococo.” Her
first novel, “Big Stone Gap,” is going
into film production sometime this
year, with Mrs. Trigiani directing.

Ms. Cook – a former Westfield
resident and author of Hey Batta Batta
Swing! – spoke not only of writing,
but of her newly formed association
with Project Sunshine, of which she
is now a special advisor.

Now living in New York City, she is
currently at work on additional pic-
ture books and young-adult novels.
Ms. Cronin’s book, “Click Clack
Moo, Cows that Type,” received a
Caldecott Honor Award in 2001. Ms.
Cronin said that she was inspired to
write the book after the death of her
father.

Texas native Linda Francis Lee
spoke of the process of writing her
novel, “The Devil in the Junior
League.”

Now living in New York City, Ms.
Lee is also the author of 14 historical
and contemporary romance novels.

Universal Studios has optioned
“The Devil in the Junior League.”
Actress Jennifer Garner will play the
leading role of Fredericka Mercedes
Hildebrand Ware in the movie.

Wendy Mass, the author of six nov-
els for young readers, entertained at-
tendees with her “Top Ten Reasons
Why I am a Children’s Author.”

A native of New Jersey, Ms. Mass
also entertained the audience by un-
rolling 50 feet of rejection letters she
has received over the course of her
career.

“I still get rejection letters,” she
announced.

“None of [the JLEP] efforts would
be possible without the funds raised
here today,” said Elizabeth Ferguson,
the current JLEP President.

According to Ms. Ferguson, funds
raised by the Literary Luncheon will
allow the JLEP to “carry on its mis-
sion of promoting volunteerism, [de-
velop] the potential of women and
[improve] communities through the
effective leadership of trained volun-
teers.”

Anyone wishing more information
on the JLEP can log onto jlepnj.org.

Oklahoma! Comes Sweeping
Down the Plain to Cranford
CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-

matic Club (CDC) Theatre, located at
78 Winans Avenue, will perform the
Rogers and Hammerstein classic Okla-
homa! this weekend.

Performances will be held at 8 p.m.
tomorrow,  May 16, and Saturday, May
17.

The production staff and cast have
worked to recreate the love story that
has captured hearts since its Broadway
debut in 1943.

Starring in the cast are Chris Grimm,
as Curly, and Corinne Chandler, as
Laurey Williams.

“We are thrilled to have two actors
and singers who are also going to dance
the dream ballet. Often, the ballet is
danced by two dancers, instead of the
actors cast in the roles of Curly and
Laurey,” said choreographer Fausto
Pineda.

 Allison Acquafredda, as Ado Annie,
and Michael Miguel, as Will Parker,
also star.

Filling out the cast of leads are
Maureen Monroe, as Aunt Eller; Joel
Redmount, as Ali Hakim; Kevin Kessler,
as Jud Fry; and Sam Rosalsky, as An-
drew Carnes.

The cast also includes Shelly
Aberson-Nartozky, Dan Berman, Ella
Chamis, Lauren Costa, Charlie
Delrisco, Jennifer Dilzell, Steven
Douches, Catalina Gaglioti, Kimberly
Gelfand, Ashley Gotz, Matthew Kelk,
Kelsey Kilpatrick, Colleen Kraft, Sa-
rah Kramer, Zach Love, Mary

O’Connor, Becky Randazzo, Dylan
Randazzo, Joe Reina, Melissa Riegel,
Susan Roberts, Todd Roman, Olivia
Whitehouse, Tiffany Wilson and Rich-
ard Zielski.

The production falls under the co-
direction of Broadway veteran Juan
Pineda and Fausto Pineda, director and
choreographer. Patricia Pineda serves
as assistant to the directors, and Valerie
Pineda is musical director. Liz Howard
and Judi Chandler are co-producing the
show, with Bill Chamis serving as stage
manager.

With classic songs, such as “Oh What
A Beautiful Morning” and “Okla-
homa!”, along with crowd-pleasing
dances in “Kansas City” and “The
Farmer and the Cowman,” audiences
will understand why Oklahoma! has
become such an important part of mu-
sical theater history.

Tickets for Oklahoma! are on sale
now and are available for $20. If inter-
ested, reserve seats at cdctheatre.org or
by calling (908) 276-7611.

PEOPLE WILL SAY WE’RE IN
LOVE…Chris Grimm, as Curly, and
Corinne Chandler, as Laurey, rehearse
a scene for the upcoming performances
of Oklahoma! at the CDC Theatre in
Cranford.


