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TAKING THE A TRAIN…On May 17, Manuel Ovando from Scotch Plains crosses
the river with the New York City Gay Men’s Chorus for its one-night-only perfor-
mance at the New Jersey Performing Art Center (NJPAC). In total, more than 20
members of the chorus are from New Jersey and will get to stay on this side of the
Hudson River for this rare New Jersey show. The chorus will perform its recent show,
“Take the A Train: The Music of Billy Strayhorn,” in addition to music by Rufus
Wainwright and tunes from South Africa, all of which focus on music by gay
composers.

Nathenson’s Still Lifes
To Be Displayed at UCC

either natural, machine made or hand-
made, as a metaphor for nature and
human form. He mainly photographs
fruit, vegetables, fabrics, vessels, rocks,
vines or any small piece of nature.

To accomplish chiaroscuro and the
form he wants in
his works, it is nec-
essary for Mr.
Nathenson to use
a photographic
technique that em-
phasizes texture
and detail.

In 2005, in
Plainfield, he had
a solo exhibition
at Swain Galleries,
“Color Still Lifes,
a premiere.”

In 2007, he also participated in a
group exhibition, “Artists Who Teach
Art,” which was held at the Mayo
Performance Center in Morristown.

The opening exhibition will be held
on Friday, May 16, from 6 to 8 p.m. in
the Tomasulo Gallery, located on the
college’s Cranford campus at 1033
Springfield Avenue.

Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m.
Monday through Thursday, and from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday. Evening
hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesday
through Thursday. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 709-7155.

CRANFORD – From May 16
through June 26, the exhibition,
“Howard Nathenson, Recent Color
Still Lifes” will be on display at Union
County College’s MacKay Library in
Cranford.

This solo exhi-
bition is comprised
of color photogra-
phy by New Jersey
artist Howard
Nathenson. All of
Mr. Nathenson’s
photographic work
is, “… based on my
feeling that people
relate their sur-
roundings to their
own and other, per-
haps imagined, hu-
man dramas.”

Mr. Nathenson uses “chiaroscuro,”
the arrangement of light and dark
elements in a pictorial work of art, in
his photographs, which adds mystery
to each of his works.

He uses the still-life setting as a
stage and the objects he photographs,

Howard Nathenson’s “4 Ornaments”

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 and 1/2 popcorns

Oh, that we might be bequeathed
an Iron Man, a superhero for his
times. Not so much for the extraor-
dinary feat stuff, though it would be
nice to have someone put a damper
on terrorists, arrogantly reckless
drivers and other lowlife scum. But
what we really could use is some of
that quality of character Robert
Downey, Jr.’s champion exudes.

Tony Stark, aka Iron Man, up-
dated and contemporized since his
introductory appearance in the
March 1963 issue of Marvel
Comics’s “Tales of Suspense,”
pleases a humanitarian wish. Inheri-
tor of the world’s largest manufac-
turer of weapons, the MIT grad, tech
genius and ladies man has decided to
rethink things. Call it a fit of con-
science.

True, the awakening may be more
of a fantasy than the flying around,
the extraordinary strength and the
remarkable intuitiveness. Imagine
the world’s largest oil producer call-
ing a press conference and announc-
ing a change of heart. No more
stranglehold, sez he. It just wasn’t in
the interest of the commonweal. Well,
that’s ostensibly what Tony does.

Of course, not everybody is going
to be happy with the call to compas-
sion. Which brings us to the meanies.
While not compulsory to real life,
despite evidence to the contrary in
Congress, it is a fact going back to
the Greek stage that villains are a
most necessary element of success-
ful drama. Iron Man’s enemies are
eager not to disappoint.

Director Jon Favreau, working
from a screenplay by Messrs. Fergus,
Ostby, Marcum and Holloway, does
a swell job of gleaning the tale from
the source material. Translating the
soul and impetus of “Iron Man,” he
establishes an all-too-familiar con-
text. It’s the Mideast. One minute,
bon vivant Tony is showing off a
weapon; the next, he’s captured.

Gosh, it looks awful gloomy…in a
cave, all alone except for this equally
genius, Dustin Hoffman-in-Papillon-
looking guy, Yinsen (Shaun Toub).
The terrorists torture our boy every
so often. They want him to make
weapons of mass destruction, prob-
ably so they won’t be embarrassed
next time the inspectors come call-
ing. They give him supplies.

Lesson 1 to the Bad Guys. You
don’t give captives in caves the raw
materials to make weapons and say
you won’t kill ‘em if they produce.
Tony knows the score. That under-
stood, he gets to work, aided by the
unselfish Doc Yinsen who, whilst
previously saving his American
friend’s life, installed a super duper
pacemaker gizmo, ala Tin Man.

Shortly thereafter, the slime come
to see why Stark hasn’t yet spun

Iron Man: No Small Marvel

straw into gold. A nerve-wracking
few moments ensue. Then, presto
abracadabra, much to their awe, the
first generation Iron Man debuts. In
the tumult, Raza (Faran Tahir), the
baddest of the bad, is scarred for life.
So it only figures, along with a su-
perhero, an archenemy is born.

Back in the good old U.S. of A.,
safe, sound and apparently well
tumbled through the epiphany ma-
chine, Tony’s proves the most in-
triguing absence since Aimee Semple
McPherson took her legendary flyer.
Where was he? What happened? Save
for ordering the aforementioned sus-
pension of operations, the head of
Stark Industries is mum.

What follows, as Tony sequesters
himself in the lab to build generation
2 of his Iron Man contraption/outfit,
is a geek’s ultimate fantasy. A sym-
phony in dream and precision, the
process is a kaleidoscopic mélange
of metallurgy, math and computers.
In symbolic counterpoint sit his
prized cars, a Cobra the centerpiece,
an Audi R8 his daily driver.

And, after much tweaking and a
few crash landings, boy oh
boy…what a machine! If ‘tis true
that the automobile is an extension
of one’s personality, then we need
conjure Freud to assign a term for
this exponential example. Red, sil-
ver and multifarious shades of glis-
ten, as a salesman might claim, “This
will make you a real superhero, son.”

Thus begins a dabbling in things
courageous…for starters a few mis-
sions of mercy and some saving of
lives. Meanwhile, back at the fac-
tory, there’s the politics of dealing
with the board of directors, espe-
cially as concerns the hard-to-figure
Obadiah Stane. The co-founder, with
Tony’s dad, of Stark Industries, he is
superbly acted by a bald Jeff Bridges.

Obadiah maintains the big stick
policy that Tony has abandoned.
There’s still money to be made. On a
lighter note, outclassing the major-
ity of her superhero love interest
counterparts, Gwyneth Paltrow is
sensational as Virginia “Pepper”
Potts. Tony’s girl Friday and essen-
tially the ignored lady who’s wait-
ing, no one knows the little boy bet-
ter.

The splendid Downey-Paltrow
chemistry imparts just the right mix
of banter and romance, complement-
ing the pow, whiz, bang excitement
of this stunning first volley in the
summer action movie assault. And
lest we worry our brains will be
melted by such popcorn-munching
razzamatazz, Iron Man’s intellec-
tual mettle proves a perfect buffer.

* * *
Iron Man, rated PG-13, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by
Jon Favreau and stars Robert Downey,
Jr., Gwyneth Paltrow and Jeff Bridges.
Running time: 126 minutes.

Willis Demonstrates How
To Draw Portrait in Graphite

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
(SPFAA) meeting will be held tonight,
May 15, at 7 p.m. on the lower level of
the Scotch Plains Library, located at
1927 Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains. A
brief business meeting will be followed
by a demonstration on how to draw a
portrait in graphite.

The event will feature a tutorial, “How
to draw a portrait in graphite,” by Steve
Willis.

Mr. Willis’ interest in art started when
he was very young, and he was headed
toward a career in art before being
pushed toward a business degree. He
painted landscapes/seascapes in oil for
corporate commission work before set-
ting his brushes aside for almost 30
years as he completed his education,
raised a family and built a business —
The Bike Stand in Scotch Plains.

Then, his wife, Michelle, encour-
aged him to start drawing again. He has

worked in graphite, colored pencil,
watercolor, acrylic and oil, though his
current preference is for graphite. He
said he enjoys the starkness and sim-
plicity he can get with that medium,
and it is something he can do while still
spending time with his family.

Mr. Willis works primarily from pho-
tographs, and though he enjoys the
challenge of drawing portraits of people,
he is also proficient at drawing pets,
cars and houses, among other things.

Mr. Willis participated in a three-
person art show at the Scotch Plains
Library Gallery and has been show-
ing his work in the SPFAA annual
show every spring. He has been sell-
ing his work locally at shows and
through commissions. To see a sample
of his work, visit thebikestand.com/
artwork.

The demonstration is free and open
to the public. For more information,
contact Paula Pearl at (908) 322-2590.

Les Malamut Gallery
Opens Solo Exhibit

UNION – The Les Malamut Art
Gallery in Union will present a solo
exhibit of paintings by artist Seppo
Siimes.

The show, “Atmospheres and Com-
positions of Nature,” will open on
Thursday, May 15, and close on Au-
gust 18.

A Meet the Artist reception is
planned for Thursday, May 29, from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. A discussion of the
paintings will take place at a date to
be announced.

Mr. Siimes is a plein-air artist, and
all of his work is done on location. “I
get to enjoy and capture the atmo-
sphere of the scene,” he said.

He said, “There are no set formulas
for beauty in a landscape. It can be
found throughout the day and under
many different atmospheres. It is for
the plein-air artist to find the scene
and bring its subtleties to the canvas.”

His work is currently on display at
the Designers Gallery in Clark.

The Les Malamut Art Gallery is
located in the lower level of the Union
Public Library, located at 1980 Mor-
ris Avenue. The event is free and open
to the public during regular library
hours.

For further information, call (908)
851-5450.

The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

Wish to congratulate their students
for their accomplishments
in the preparation of their
END-OF-YEAR RECITALS

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Website: www.carolynmusic.com

Tel: 908-233-9094
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

SPRING / SUMMER SESSIONS FORMING

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield

C.A.S.T. Holds
Auditions for Eden

COUNTY – C.A.S.T., the Commu-
nity Actors Student Theater, will be
holding auditions for Children of Eden
on May 28 and 29 from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. at David Brearley High School in
Kenilworth.

Casting is open for Union County
residents, ages 10 and older. Non-Union
County residents wishing to audition
are required to pay a $200 tuition fee to
participate. (There is a $60 registration
fee for Union County residents).

Rehearsals will begin June 23, and
the production will be held on July 31,
August 1 and 2.

Check castinfo.org for more infor-
mation.

Priscilla Orr to Read
Poetry in Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to at-
tend a free poetry reading on Tuesday,
May 20, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran Arts
Center on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood
Borough Hall.

The featured reader will be New
Jersey poet Priscilla Orr. Hannacroix
Creek Books published Ms. Orr’s first
collection of poetry, “Jugglers and
Tides,” in 1997.

Her poems have appeared in the
Southern Poetry Review, the Nimrod
International Journal of Poetry, the
Worcester Review and other journals.

The Carriage House Poetry Series,
established in 1998, is celebrating its
10th anniversary this year.

The poetry series is currently a satel-
lite project of the Fanwood Arts Coun-
cil. Readings are held in the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center, a historic
Gothic Revival structure that was once
a 19th Century carriage house, hence
the name of the poetry series.

The Carriage House poetry reading
is free to the public. An open mic will
follow the featured performance, and
attendees are welcome to bring poems
of their own. For information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

‘Usual Suspects’ Meet
At Rahway Arts Guild
RAHWAY – The Arts Guild of

Rahway is hosting a monthly artists
networking night, The Usual Suspects
Night, for artists to meet and mingle.
The Next Usual Suspects meeting will
be held on Friday, May 23, at 7 p.m.

All visual artists, poets, writers, ac-
tors, filmmakers and musicians can
join and discuss all works, exhibits
and performances, while meeting other
creative people.

For more information call (732) 381-
7511 or e-mail
artsguild1670@verizon.net.

This meeting will feature brief po-
etry readings by Mark Brunetti, Joy
Cabanos, Tom Plante, Leona M.
Seufert and Barbara Wirkus. Leona
Seufert has organized the poetry read-
ings for this meeting.

The Rahway Arts Guild is located at
1670 Irving Street.

Extra Education

DECA Students Excel
At State Competition

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sunday
February 24, a group of 75 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
(Distributive Education Clubs of
America) students traveled to the
DECA State Gold Competition in
Cherry Hill.

DECA is the co-curricular mar-
keting club of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. It is com-
prised of more than 175 members
and is advised by Marjorie
FitzGibbon.

The competition took place over
three days and was comprised of
various business events that required
students to either write and present
projects or demonstrate critical
thinking in role-play events. The stu-
dents held a mock competition be-
fore the actual date in order to pre-
pare for the competition.

Finalists at the state competition
were Gerry Castro, Retail Merchan-
dising; Kapri Kreps and David Kreps,
Full Service Restaurant Manage-
ment; Emily Nering, Technical Sales;
Ulysses Velasquez, Chang
Yaramouthu, Kunal Sodhi and Alex
Soloway, Financial Analysis;
Lyndsey Douglas, Food Marketing;
Brandon Reddington, Accounting;
Stephanie Robak, Sports and Enter-
tainment; Amelia Brouse and Devon
Daly, Travel and Tourism; Alyssa
Weinberg, Marketing Management;
Mike Cornnachia and Eddie Kahn,
Advertising; Evan Aspell and Billy
Johnston, Entrepreneurship Partici-
pating; Joe Sebelao and Matt Simon,
Entrepreneurship Business Plan;
Alex Davis and Noveen Lackhani,
Business Law and Ethics.

Winners at the state level include
Alyssa Straneiro, who placed sec-
ond in Fashion Merchandising, Me-
lissa Goldberg, who placed second
in Hotel and Lodging, Ali Lasher,
who placed first in Entrepreneurship
Participating, Gerard Smithwrick,
who placed third in Entrepreneur-
ship Participating, Morgan Puleo and
Nicole Ostrowski, who placed first
in Internet Marketing Business Plan,
Chang Yaramouthu and Ulysses
Velasquez, who placed second in
Internet Marketing Business Plan,
Adam Brous and Michael Bello, who

placed first in Entrepreneurship Pro-
motion, Alex Soloway and Kunal
Sodhi, who placed first in Creative
Marketing, Helene Gebler and
Cailtin Daly, who placed third in
Public Relations, Kevin Spaeth and
Connor Vigilante, who placed sec-
ond in Learn and Earn, and Emily
Nering and Noveen Lackhani, who
placed third in Community Service.

In addition, more than 20 students
received instructional awards for top
test scores or role-play presentations.

Special recognition was given to
junior Lauren D’Alosio, whose art-
work was selected as the cover of the
state program. Twenty-four students
have qualified to compete at the In-
ternational Career Development
Conference in Atlanta on April 26.

WF Student Completes
Outdoor Course in Baja

WESTFIELD – Caitlin Jennings, a
college-aged student from Westfield,
recently completed a three-month
course in the Mexican wilderness with
the National Outdoor Leadership
School (NOLS).

From September 12 to November
28, 2007, Caitlin’s expedition-style
course of 12 students and three in-
structors headed into the remote Mexi-
can wilderness.

For the first month, the group picked
up their paddles and spent a month sea
kayaking along the coasts and through
the crystal-clear bays of the region.

Heading onto land, the group learned
backpacking skills and hiked through
the granite and volcanic mountains
along the Baja Peninsula. During the
final section, the course moved back
onto the seas for a month of sailing a
22-foot-long Dascombe longboat
through Baja’s warm waters.

Throughout the course, the students
perfected their navigation and travel
skills, learned the value of Leave No
Trace outdoor ethics and worked on
their communication and leadership
styles.

Founded in 1965 by mountaineer
Paul Petzoldt, (NOLS) is the leader in
wilderness education and sets the in-
dustry standard for responsible, high-
quality educational expeditions. WF Student Inducted

Into Cum Laude Society
WESTFIELD – Seven Morristown-

Beard School students, including
Westfield’s Ava Scheininger, a se-
nior, were inducted into The Cum
Laude Society on March 31.

The Cum Laude Society, modeled
after Phi Beta Kappa, promotes learn-
ing and scholarship in secondary
schools.

LAUDED…Faculty member Tim
Hannigan congratulates Morristown-
Beard senior Ava Scheininger of
Westfield after she was inducted into
the Cum Laude Society for academic
excellence.

Future Authors, Directors
Converge at Workshop

WESTFIELD – The 2008 Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW), a division
of the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, gives children an opportunity to
explore areas that can become a path-
way to a future career.

A new addition to the WSW this year
is Mock Trial. With a separate class for
those in grades 4 to 6 and another for
those in grades 6 to 8, this class will
show participants what it is like to be in
a courtroom.

They will learn about trials as they
prepare a court case and role-play law-
yers, witnesses, judges and jurors.

Being in front of or behind a TV
camera can also prove to be exciting.
The WSW offers
two such courses in
this department.

TV Production,
for grades 4 to 6 or
grades 5 to 8, gives
students the experi-
ence of creating a
television show,
while learning cam-
era moves and spe-
cial effects. Students
will write and record
their own commer-
cials and newscasts.
In Video Animation,
for grades 5 to 8, students will make
their own animated films using clay
figures, ordinary objects, and flipbooks.

Another new addition to this depart-
ment combines interests in art, writing

and acting. Students in grades 2 and 3
can take part in Puppetry Playhouse, in
which they will use their imaginations
to design their own puppets, write a
script and make the characters come to
life in their own puppet production.

Good writing skills are also a focus
of the Communications Department.
In Pencil Pals, for students in grades 2
and 3, young authors will discover the
joys of writing and personal expression
as they become authors and illustrators
of their own poems and stories. The
course will give them the confidence to
present their completed projects.

Returning to the WSW this year is
the Gecko Kids Creative Computer

Studio. In The Art
of Bookmaking on
the Computer, stu-
dents will produce
their own
storybook using
computer art pro-
grams. Various
age-appropriate
techniques are
used, for grades 2
and 3 or 4 and 5, to
demonstrate free-
hand drawing,
color theory, and
various core com-

puter concepts. Older students will use
more advanced technical, writing and
drawing skills.

The Communications Department is
just one area in the Westfield Summer
Workshop. Other courses in arts, crafts,
dance, drama, kaleidoscope, music,
theater and musical theater are avail-
able for pre-schoolers to those in grade
8.

The Summer Stage Theater, for ac-
tors in grades 6 to 10, will present the
funk-rock musical The Wiz. No audi-
tion is needed to be part of the cast.

Classes for the WSW begin on Mon-
day, June 30, and continue until Thurs-
day, July 31. The program will be held
at Edison Intermediate School, located
at 800 Rahway Avenue.

The workshop day runs from 8:30
a.m. until 12:30 p.m.; however, stu-
dents may enroll for less than five peri-
ods as long as the classes are consecu-
tive. Early morning drop-off at 7:30
a.m. and an Afternoon Adventures pro-
gram are offered, the latter one in con-
junction with the Westfield Y.  A regis-
tered nurse is on staff during the regular
morning hours.

For more information, call (908) 518-
1551 or visit njworkshopforthearts.com.

SUMMMER TIME…Creative writing
skills are an integral part of the classes
in the Communications Department of
the Westfield Summer Workshop.

CRUSADING FLUTISTS…Scotch
Plains resident Cecily D’Amore, left,
performed traditional pieces
“Crusader’s March” and “Farm Out”
on flute with Charlotte Sweeney of
Cranford, right, during the Lower
School Spring Concert at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
on the evening of May 9. Cecily is the
daughter of Anthony and Tammy
D’Amore of Scotch Plains. Charlotte is
the daughter of James and  Victoria
Sweeney of Cranford.


