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MARONEY SCORES 3 RUNS, DINIZO DRIVES IN 3 RUNS

Raiders Blank Summit, 10-0,
In UCT Baseball Quarters

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Believing that they can advance to
the championship for the first time
since winning the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) in 2004, the fourth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raiders took another step with
a five-inning, 10-0 victory over visit-
ing Summit in the UCT quarterfinal
round on May 7.

“We came in with a game plan and
these guys executed it perfectly. We
knew from scouting Summit that their
pitcher likes to work the outside part of
the plate so I told them they had to use
the middle of the field and look to go
opposite way with the ball. I think we
did a great job with the plan and we put
some good swings on the ball today,”
said Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock.

Senior right-hander Will Hubbard
(2-2), in 80 pitches, held the 12th
seeded Hilltoppers to nine hits, sat
down six batters and walked two, while
his team unloaded with everyone in
the lineup. Junior Kevin Maroney led
the 11-hit attack with two doubles, a
single, a run scored and an RBI off
Hilltopper righty Kevin Lackaye.

“Will did an outstanding job for us
today. He was able to throw all of his
pitches for strikes and really keep
Summit off balance. They came into
today’s game very hot and we knew if
he could mix up his pitches, he would
give our team a very good chance to
win,” said coach Baylock.

“All my pitches were working out
and I was hitting my spots. The field-
ing was great and the hitting was
phenomenal as well. Ten runs, I mean,
you can just keep on throwing strikes
and you feel the pitches work. It’s
pretty easy to pitch with a lead like
that,” said Hubbard.

The Raiders plated one run in the
bottom of the second inning. John
Maxwell laced a double over the
centerfielder’s head, took third on a
wild pitch and scored on a ground out
by Nick Bonadies. Summit managed
to get in scoring position in the top of
the third on back-to-back walks but
Gary Binkiewicz, however, responded
with a great running catch in right.

The Raiders tallied two more runs
in the third to extend the lead to 3-0.
Binkiewicz singled, Maroney drilled
a double to center and James Dinizo

laced a two-run single to left field.
The Raiders sent 12 men to the

plate in the fourth and seven of them
scored. Brian Piccola singled, Marcus
Rivera placed a perfect bunt in front
of the plate, advancing Piccola, and
Mike Ridge connected with an RBI
line drive. Next, Joe D’Annunzio
ripped a single, as Ridge skipped
safely into third base and Binkiewicz
launched his two-run heater over the
centerfielder’s head. Maroney tapped
an RBI single. Dinizo ricocheted a
shot off the centerfielder’s glove and
Maxwell delivered an RBI single.
Piccola stepped to the plate for the
second time and uncorked an RBI
single then Maxwell received a wel-
come home cheer from the dugout on
a passed ball.

“I am really excited about getting
back to the semifinal round. These
guys have worked so hard preparing
for this moment. I’m happy that they
are going to have the opportunity to
play in a big game and show everyone
how good they really are,” concluded
coach Baylock.
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LIEBOWITZ FINISHES SECOND IN PLAYOFF ROUND

Blue Devil Golfers Recapture
Union County Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School senior Co-
Captain Dan Liebowitz turned in con-
sistent rounds of 38-39 for a 77 total,
playing from the 6,904-yard, par 72
blue tees, and won a two-player sud-
den-death playoff round to help his
team recapture the Union County
Championship at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield on May 8. The Blue
Devils turned in a team total of 320 to
outdo the defending champion Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders, who fin-
ished with a 339 total.

On April 17, the Blue Devils have
been on a roll since recapturing the
Watchung Conference title that was
also won by the Raiders last year.

“We are feeling pretty good. We
took care of part one. We won the
conference and, last week, we had a
bunch of big matches against
Ridgewood, Hunterdon Central. We
played really well and won all three
of our matches,” said Liebowitz prior
to the county tournament. “The whole
team is feeling really good. I’m play-
ing all right, can’t complain. Every-
one is playing good, so we are look-
ing forward to today. We should have
some pretty good scores.”

Blue Devils Sean Elliott (39-41)
with an 80, Nick LiVolsi (44-37) with

an 81 and Dave Pusar (40-42) with an
82 finished sixth, seventh and 10th,
respectively. Raider senior Brian Pak,
last year’s individual champ, finished
tied for seventh with an 81.

“I shot a 77, won it by seven shots.
The conditions were pretty tough last
year, so everything went well for me,”
said Pak prior to the tournament. “We
are not as good as we were last year.
We lost a lot of seniors but we are
going to go out there and try the best
we can to win it again this year.”

Westfield, Summit, Oratory Prep
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood com-
peted in the first wave and A.L.
Johnson freshman Jacob Stockl, who
was in the second wave, shot a one-
over par 73 (36-37) to win the indi-
vidual title, so Liebowitz and
Oratory’s Steve Zychowski were in
the clubhouse tied at 77 and waiting
with nervous anticipation.

Once Liebowitz and Zychowski
learned that they would be in a play-
off for second place, they began at the
par-4, 401-yard first hole. Both came
up with a par but Liebowitz birdied
the par-4, 247-yard second hole to
secure second place.

Oratory Prep took third in the team
total with a 341. After Zychowski’s
77, Joe Lepri shot an 86, Tim Krull
shot an 88 and Andrew Barry turned

in a 90. Rob Weeks shot a 93.
Blue Devil Pat Clancy finished with

an 86 and Raiders Matt Plagge, John
DeMaio, Austin Pfundheller and
Steve Pak had respective scores of
83, 85, 90 and 101.

TOP 10 INDIVIDUALS:
1. Stockl (ALJ) (36-37) 73, 2. Liebowitz (W)
(38-39) 77, 3. Zychowski (O) (37-40) 77, 4.
Griffin Cooper (Summit) (38-40) 78,
5.Amato Bido (Dayton) (40-39)  79, 6.
Elliott (W) (39-41) 80, 7. LiVolsi (W) (44-
37), Pak (SPF) (43-38), Billy Sues (Brearley)
(39-42) with 81, 10. Pusar (W) (40-42) 82

Blue Devils Capture
Section Golf Crown

The Westfield High School golf
team out-shot Hunterdon Central by
two strokes to successfully defend its
North Jersey, Section 1-2 Group 4
title at Alpine Country Club in
Demarest on May 12. The Blue Dev-
ils turned in a team total of 337, while
Hunterdon Central totaled 339.

Freshman Sean Elliott turned in
the best score for the Blue Devils
with an 82. Dan Liebowitz shot an 83,
Nick LiVolsi had an 85 and Pat Clancy
shot an 87. The Blue Devils advanced
to compete in the Tournament of
Champions to be played at Beacon
Hill Country Club in Atlantic High-
lands on May 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO TEE OFF AT ECHO LAKE…The second foursome prepares to tee off at the Union County golf tournament.
Pictured, left to right, are: Joe Lepri (Oratory), Matt Plagge (Scotch Plains-Fanwood), Dan Liebowitz (Westfield) and Zach
Schlesinger (Summit). On left, Liebowitz tees off.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING THE ACTION HOME…Senior leftfielder Brian Piccola, No. 6, in his two appearances at the plate, singled, scored
a run and ripped an RBI single in the fourth inning. The Raiders crushed Summit, 10-0, in the UCT quarterfinals in Scotch
Plains on May 7.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

FANWOOD BI-LEVEL $429,000
Spacious 4 bedroom home conveniently located to downtown, schools and NYC
transportation. Recent updates include a new roof, CAC, furnace and HWH. This lovely
home also boasts an EIK with new countertops and generous FR, newer carpeting and in-law
possibilities.  MLS # 2496135

MOUNTAINSIDE RANCH $549,000

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/18  1-5PM $649,900SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $949,900

Gracious Ranch with an open floor plan just a short distance to town. This lovely home,
situated on a large corner lot offers a formal living room with a fireplace, dining room and
bright kitchen opening into a wonderful summer porch. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2 car attached
garage and numerous opportunities for expansion.  MLS # 2483923

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Stunning two year old 3,500 sq ft Center Hall Colonial, quality crafted by premier area
builder Michael Mahoney. Elegant details, fine appointments, hardwood flooring, 9ft ceiling
heights (1st floor) and open, spacious floor plan highlight this home. Situated in a cul-de-sac
neighborhood of newer houses, this home features a welcoming front porch and gracious
two story foyer. Gourmet eat-in-kitchen, complete with a center island, stainless steel
appliances, granite counters and tumbled marble backsplash. Grand family room with a
cathedral ceiling and fireplace, office, laundry/mud room showcase the 1st floor plan.
Magnificent master bedroom suite with sitting room includes a master bath with whirlpool
tub, stall shower and double vanity, his/her walk-in closets, plus 3 additional Bedrooms and
a full bath. Sliders from the kitchen lead to a private backyard with paver patio. A two car
attached garage and large unfinished basement complete this home.  MLS # 2486680

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/18  1-5PM $899,900
Beautifully renovated Colonial featuring 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 1st floor family room,
living room with fireplace, state-of-the-art kitchen with custom cherry cabinetry and
granite countertops. Master bedroom with walk-in closet and master bath with steam
shower and soaking tub. Three additional bedrooms, main bath with tumbled marble
and convenient second floor laundry. An inviting front porch, rear patio and professionally
landscaped yard complete this wonderful home.  Directions: Broad St. to Harrison Ave.
to Maye St #651.  MLS # 2500867

Charm abounds in this classic 5 bedroom, 2 full and 1 half baths Center Hall Colonial. The
first floor opens to a large foyer with 2 ample coat closets. On each side of this colonial you
will find elegant entertaining space. Both the formal dining room and living room have oversized
bay windows allowing the sunlight to stream in. The first floor family room features a stone
fireplace for warm cozy family gatherings. The large eat-in-kitchen has abundant custom
cabinetry and counter space. An au pair suite and laundry area is conveniently located down
the hall. The second floor features 4 oversized bedrooms and 2 full baths. The master retreat
is large and has its own full bath with private dressing room. It also features its own walk-in
closets and double ceiling fans. The home also includes an enormous high ceiling basement
with its own entry to the garage. The multi-zone central air, heated driveway and fenced in
pool add to the excellent value of the home.  DIRECTIONS: Park Ave becomes Martine.
MLS # 2476265

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION 1,569,000
This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace w/
marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar
& bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details.  MLS # 2488244

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


