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Board of Adj. Denies Plan
For 121 Cacciola Place

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Adjustment, on Monday,
denied the re-opened application by
Joseph Penyak, Sr. to construct a two-
family home on 121 Cacciola Place,
situated on the corner of Central Av-
enue and Cacciola Place, by a vote of
eight to one.

Board Member Anthony Cerami
was the only member agreeable with
having the applicant come back to
another meeting with plans for alter-
native options of the construction, a
motion he first made (prior to a mo-
tion to deny) and no other board mem-
ber seconded.

Three neighbors and Westfielders
Concerned About Responsible De-
velopment (WECARE) member
Sharon Stockwell addressed the board
in their opposition of the proposed
plans to build a two-family home on
the lot where an abandoned house
currently sits. It is the same property
that has had a raccoon infestation
because of its disrepair and received
complaints from neighbors.

The raccoon problem was not
brought to the board’s attention dur-
ing Monday’s hearing.

Mark Doherty, a board member,
said “I’m not willing to entertain an-
other proposal.” He said he only wants
to see plans for a one-family home.

Judy Thornton, town planner con-
sultant, said a one-family home is the
permitted use for the lot size, but it is
zoned for either a single-family or a
multi-family home.

James Watson, a planner represent-
ing the applicant, said the current
home is a two-family home.

Neighbors said the home was pre-
viously occupied by one family for
40 years prior to its purchase in 2005
by Mr. Penyak,

Previously, Mr. Penyak applied for
a two-family home, each with three
bedrooms. Mr. Watson said the major
objection at the time was that “three
bedroom units wouldn’t sell.”

On Monday he presented two bed-
room units and addressed the parking
concerns with a garage.

Mr. Watson presented plans to set
the house further back on the lot and
further back from neighboring homes
to make room for a garage and a
driveway.

Chris Masciale, a board member,
said he did not approve the garage
because he thought it could be easily
turned into “habitable” space without
a permit.

Arlene Green, the owner of the
adjacent single-family home, said “I
want my open space in my backyard.”
She did not want to be “closed in.”

When she first addressed the board,
Ms. Green said, “If it stays the size it
is now, I have no problem,” but then
later said she only wants to see a one
family home built.

“It’s a real hard sell” to make this a
single-family residence, Mr. Watson
said.

The majority of the board said thdey
hops to see Mr. Penyak return with a
new application that is “significantly
different.”

Mr. Cerami said he would like to
see the property demolished and a
new structure put in place. If the case
were moved to June than that would
be more likely to occur.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DINER CHAT...A mother and daughter from Union accept greetings at Vicki’s
Diner in Westfield from state Senator Leonard Lance (LD-23, Flemington),  left,
and Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), last Thursday, as they were touring
the 7th Congressional District for votes in the upcoming June 3 Republican Primary
for Mr. Lance, who is seeking the Congressional seat. See stories on Pages 2 and 3.

CONGRATULATIONS...Education Fund of Garwood President Coleen Hay
looks on as Patti Elias, Garwood Teacher-of-the-Year, is congratulated by
Garwood Superintendent of Schools Teresa Quigley on April 24 at the fourth
annual appreciation dinner held at the Westwood. Pictured, left to right, are: Mrs.
Hay, Mrs. Elias and Mrs. Quigley.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
ISRAEL AT 60…Local political figures attended the Westfield Symphony Orchestra and Temple Emanu-El’s joint effort
last week to celebrate Israel’s 60th anniversary. Pictured, from left to right, are: Cantor Martha Novick, Westfield
Councilwomen JoAnn Neylan and Vicki Kimmins, Maestro David Wroe, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) and Rabbi Douglas Sagal. See article on page 24.

Robert Sherr Retiring After
Thirty Years as Health Director

Larissa Curlik for The Westfield Leader
LEAVING A LEGACY…Robert Sherr is retiring after 30 years as director of
health for the Westfield Regional Health Department. He is being replaced by
Megan Cornish, who currently serves as the department’s public nurse supervisor.

By LARISSA CURLIK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Robert Sherr re-
tires from the Westfield Regional
Health Department this week after
serving for almost 30 years as the
director of health. The department,
under Mr. Sherr’s direction, has
evolved as a model of regional plan-
ning and shared services for eight
New Jersey communities.

The regional health department
provides public health and environ-

mental services by enforcing state
codes, laws and regulations estab-
lished by the New Jersey Department
of Health and Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA). The department
consists of a core staff of environ-
mental inspectors that oversee envi-
ronmental regulations, conduct res-
taurant inspections and assist in the
department’s clinics.

In addition to having a public health
nursing supervisor, one full-time
nurse in Summit, and a part-time nurse

in New Providence, the department
employs a staff of per-diem nurses
that assist with clinics and screenings
throughout the year. The deputy reg-
istrar and registrar in Westfield also
oversee the registrar of vital statistics
in each town.

As director, Mr. Sherr was respon-
sible for securing funding for the
department, the oversight of all ac-
tivities and ensuring the implementa-
tion of state-required programs.

“Through [Mr. Sherr’s] guidance
and drive we grew from a very small
board of health serving 29,000, to
eight communities serving 129,000
residents,” said William Corbet, presi-
dent of the Westfield Board of Health.
When Mr. Sherr initially took office
as a health inspector in 1978, the
department served Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside and
Westfield. Today, the department has
expanded to include New Providence,
Roselle Park, Springfield and Sum-
mit.

By growing in size, the department
has expanded services despite the
challenge of limited resources, Mr.
Sherr said.

“Public health has changed and
evolved from 1978, to what it is to-
day. Initially, we primarily did things
like environmental inspections and
environmental complaints and nui-
sance complaints. We also held
chronic illness screenings. That part
has not changed,” Mr. Sherr said.
What has  changed in the last 10 years
is the increased role the department
plays in developing plans to respond
to  bio-terrorism, such as anthrax or
pandemic flus.

The state mandates that each town
must have a health officer, but limited
resources have made contractual ar-
rangements between towns an eco-
nomically favorable alternative to
hiring more full-time employees.

“Everyone in the system saves
money,” Mr. Sherr said. In addition to
getting better prices by bidding ser-
vices out to more people, Mr. Sherr
said sharing services “allows us to
better use the limited resources that
we have.”

Now, the department is able to pro-
vide services, such as pest control, to
municipal-owned properties through-
out the region. The department has
also expanded its chronic illness pro-
gramming to address issues such as
cancer, diabetes and heart conditions,
in addition to its health fairs and flu
shot clinics.

Mr. Sherr “was 20 years ahead of
where we are at right now relative to
where we’re trying to go with mu-
nicipal economies,” Mr. Corbet said.
He earned his reputation as “the most

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Garwood Council Hosts
‘Students in Government’

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil approved an ordinance to raise the
sewerage rate cap for businesses and
announced a finance meeting to be
held Saturday, May 17 at 11:30 a.m.
At the meeting the council intends to
gather input from the public and re-
viewed estimates for road projects.

Student Council members from the
Lincoln School were able to get a
first-hand look at local government
on Tuesday as the council hosted its
annual “Students in Government
Day.”

“I love this night, and you see all
the kids enjoyed themselves,” said
Council President Kathleen Villaggio.
“This town is made up of kids. To get
them involved in Garwood is great.”

Members of the student council
attended the meeting and played the
role of elected and appointed offi-
cials, delivering committee reports
and fielding questions from residents.

“It was cool because people actu-
ally wanted our answers,” said Sarah
Palmer, an eighth grader who served
as a council member for the meeting.

Among the students who partici-
pated, Nicole Beyer stood in for the
mayor, with Joe Mondi serving as
council president. Frank Cepparulo,
Meghan Emmons, Kaeley Hay,
Amanda Rusin and Ms. Palmer com-
prised the rest of the council. Sally
Beriont served as municipal clerk for
the evening.

“The kids always do a fantastic
job,” said Councilman Anthony Sytko.
Mr. Sytko said he remembered par-
ticipating in the program when he
was a student, and that he was im-
pressed with the way the students
handled themselves.

“I think we may see the next gen-
eration of Garwood leaders here to-
night,” said Mr. Sytko.

Students also played the roles of

other borough officials, with Garrett
Montagne serving as chief of police,
Nicole Shuron as fire chief, Jackie
Weisser as borough attorney, Laura
Villaraut as borough engineer and
Margaret Sinnicke as public works
manager.

“It was exciting to see how our
actual council works,” said Ms.
Shuron.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy thanked
both the children and parents for their
participation, and presented students
with a certificate commemorating the
evening. After the meeting, students
and residents were invited to stay for
refreshments with the council.

“[It’s] something I never did as a
child so it’s a nice exposure,” said
Lauren Weisser, whose daughter
Jackie played borough attorney.

Ms. Villaggio said that the
borough’s finance committee is hold-
ing an informal public meeting on
Saturday at 11:30 a.m. at the borough
hall, where residents can discuss bud-
get matters with the committee.

Ms. Villaggio said it was important
for the borough to get input from the
citizens as they examine ideas for
shared services and lowering costs.
Ms. Villaggio said she will be attend-
ing a state budget summit in Trenton
on May 20 hosted by the New Jersey
League of Municipalities.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance to raise the sew-
erage rate cap for businesses in the
borough from 20,000 gallons of wa-
ter to 50,000 gallons. This ordinance
was introduced during the council’s
last meeting in April.

Borough engineer Donald
Guarriello returned estimates for road
projects on Second Avenue, Myrtle
Avenue and Willow Avenue, which
were discussed last meeting. Mr.
Guarriello estimates the projects to
cost around $170,000, $150,000 and
$98,000, respectively.

Mountainside Bd. of Ed.
Teacher Contract Progresses

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By KATHERINE EMIRE-NIEVES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE), on Tuesday night, recognized
six district students who participated in
and were accepted to the state level for
Reflections, a PTA-sponsored, nation-
ally recognized program that supports
arts education.

This year’s theme was “I can make a
difference by…” The categories avail-
able to enter were literature, musical
composition, photography, visual arts,
dance, and film/video production.

Of the 141 student entries from
Mountainside, 18 made it to the county
level and six made it to the state level.
The six students are: Max Sichel (grade
5) for musical composition; Isha and
Shree Mehrotra (grade 5) for photogra-
phy; Amanda Fischer (grade 6) for
visual arts; Cooper Truman (grade 7)
for literature; and Logan Turner (grade
8) also for literature.

All were present at the meeting and
were honored with certificates of par-
ticipation by Marianne Jennings of
Mountainside, who was instrumental
in getting the district involved in the
program. Ms. Jennings said that
Mountainside represented the most
entries in the state for Union County.

The new teacher contract is in the
hands of the teachers after being signed
by representatives of both the commit-
tee of the board and the committee of
the Mountainside Education Associa-
tion (MEA). Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg said, “This is a very posi-
tive step toward the ultimate goal.” She
expects a new contract to come before
the board for final approval at the next
meeting on Tuesdy, May 27.

Kindergarten and third grade student
orientations to ease the transition to
school are scheduled for June 5 and 6.
On June 4, a parents-only orientation
will take place at Beechwood School
with teachers present to answer ques-
tions.

On the morning of June 3, second
graders, who will become third grad-
ers, will be bused to Deerfield School to
visit with teachers, listen to academic
presentations and become familiarized
with the lunch line there. They will also
have the opportunity to meet the school
nurse, guidance counselor and office
staff. On June 18, parents can ask ques-
tions of Jeanette Baubles, and current
Deerfield School third graders will be
on hand to help out the current second
graders.

The BOE also approved the follow

Residents Seek Relief From
Neighboring Decrepit Properties
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD  —  Residents living
next to dilapidated Westfield properties
asked the town council, Tuesday night,
if it had any recourse to speed up the
town’s demolition process.

Len Berman of Prospect Street and
Patricia Lee of Cacciola Place, who
have lived next to vacant and deterio-
rating houses for years, heard similar
answers from the council, which said
that it could not force an individual
owner to tear down a property.

Mr. Berman, who lives near 772 and
766 Prospect Street, asked the council
when residents of the area could expect
the demolitions to occur.

The board of adjustment has ap-
proved both demolitions, and eventu-
ally, three medium-sized homes will
exist there. The developer picked up
notification papers, Tuesday, and must
now inform contiguous owners, ac-
cording to Town Administrator Jim
Gildea.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said,
once a notice is distributed to the neigh-
borhood specifying that the demolition
is “forthcoming,” the owner “may de-
molish” the home. “He is not required
to [demolish],” Mr. Cockren said.

Mr. Berman replied, “This has gone
on for two years. What other options
exist? Can he be fined for animals
running around, the grass being high?”

Mr. Gildea said property-mainte-
nance violations have been issued. The

owner has 30 days to abate or choose to
appeal.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said, “practically speaking,” the owner
has three options – knock the house
down, address the violations or go to
court and appeal.

Mr. Berman, under the impression
that builder Ralph Rapuano, Jr. owns
the property, asked the council if there
was any way to hold his “feet to the
fire,” saying, “This is not the first time
[he has let a property fall into disrepair.]
It’s chronic. It could happen on your
block next.”

Mr. Gildea repeated to Mr. Berman,
“We are doing what we can under the
law. There’s not much else we can do.”

Mr. Caruana said that WECARE
(Westfielders Concerned About Re-
sponsible Development), who had rep-
resentatives present, submitted a “well
written” report on the possibility of
enacting a vacant-property ordinance,
which proposes the adoption of rules
governing how an owner must deal
with unoccupied properties.

Mr. Caruana said the proposal, which
is being considered by the council’s
Code Review and Town Property Com-
mittee, could help in future instances of
this nature.

Mr. Cockren said the town has the
power to involve the board of health if
a “health issue” arises at the property.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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A Fanwood Life Saved – The
Human Face of EMS Week

FANWOOD – Ken Troy is not a huge
fan of television. So, when his wife Evelyn
watches in the living room, he usually
goes elsewhere and leaves her alone in
her chair. But on the night of April 16, he
decided to stay in the living room, a
random change of routine that probably
helped save his wife’s life.

Mrs. Troy suddenly slumped in her
chair and became unresponsive. Mr. Troy
called 911 immediately, and a minute
later, Fanwood Police Officer Kevin
Stomber and Corporal Ron Greco raced
into the home carrying a life-saving
defibrillator. They immediately began the
steps of CPR and attached the defibrilla-
tor pads to Mrs. Troy’s chest. Within two
or three minutes of their arrival, they had
already administered the first shock.

After another minute or so, the first
EMT from the Fanwood Rescue Squad
arrived to assist. The automated defibril-
lator voice announced it was time to shock
again and Corporal Greco did so. Within
a minute of the second shock, Mrs. Troy
started breathing again. Officer Stomber
felt a pulse on her carotid artery, and EMT
Tom Kranz felt a strong radial pulse.

Almost at the same moment, the rest of
the cavalry arrived — more members of
the rescue squad and paramedics from
Muhlenberg Hospital. By six or seven
minutes into the event, Mrs. Troy was
breathing, and her heartbeat returned. She
was transported to Muhlenberg in the
rescue squad ambulance with the para-
medics monitoring her heart rate and res-
piration during the six-minute trip.

“I don’t remember a thing,” said Mrs.
Troy, three weeks later, back home and
doing well with her new best friend, an
implanted defibrillator/pacemaker. “I
guess God decided it wasn’t my time yet.
We are so grateful.”

Quick action, trained responders and a
little bit of luck all came together to keep
Mrs. Troy alive a while longer.

Those responding from the Fanwood
Rescue Squad were EMT’s Patty
Buckridee, Jim Drewes, Tom FitzGibbon,
Tom Kranz, Melissa Padulsky and first
responder Bob Hoyer. Mr. Kranz and Ms.
Padulsky are both CPR instructors who
are running free classes during EMS
Week, May 18 to 24, at the Fanwood
Rescue Squad building on Watson Road.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
RESCUED...Ken and Evelyn Troy of Fanwood count their blessings in apprecia-
tion after Mrs. Troy was saved from a heart attack by the rescue squad and police
department, on April 16, in her home. See story at right.

Jury Convicts Michael Nelson of
Scotch Plains on Drug Charges

Local Attorneys Nominated
For Judgeships by Corzine

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Governor Jon Corzine
nominated local attorneys Kenneth Grispin,
James Hely and Ellen Bass for positions on
the bench. Mr. Grispin and Mr. Hely re-
ceived nominations for Union County Su-
perior Court judgeships, while Ms. Bass is
a candidate for administrative law judge.

Mr. Grispin, Mr. Hely and Ms. Bass
were unable to comment on their nomina-
tions, which still await review by the state
Senate Judiciary Committee. Jim Gardner,
a spokesman for Governor Corzine, was
unable to discuss specific candidates but
spoke of the general criteria used to select
judicial nominees.

“Certainly, [the governor examines] their
track record as an attorney and the types of
case that they have either heard as a judge on
a local level or as a practicing attorney,” Mr.
Gardner said. “[The candidates nominated
are] those that have a thorough understand-
ing of the law and that we believe would
make good jurist on the bench.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) spoke highly of Mr. Hely, citing
both his work as a civil-trial attorney and as
a former councilman in Westfield. He said
that Mr. Hely has “always acted in a non-
partisan way,” and is “respected by both
Democrats and Republicans.”

“I give the Governor an A-plus-plus [on
Mr. Hely’s nomination],” Mr. Bramnick said.
“If the Governor could do the same things on
his budget, we’d be in good shape.”

Mr. Gardner said the next step in the
nomination process involves review by the
Senate Judiciary Committee. The commit-
tee will conduct interviews and vote on the
nominees. If approved by the committee,
the nominations will go before the full
Senate for approval. Mr. Gardner said there
is no set timetable for approval.

“It varies,” said Mr. Gardner. “It can just
be a matter of a few weeks depending on

how busy of a schedule the Senate Judiciary
Committee has.”

“It is so important that we put qualified
professionals on the bench in Union County
and throughout the judicial system. And
while I do not know all of these nominees
personally, I am confident that they have
been nominated for their experience and
unique expertise. I look forward to having
the opportunity to review their credentials
as part of the Senate’s advise and consent
responsibility,” Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield) said.

Mr. Grispin is a partner at the law firm
of Grispin and Roth located in Scotch
Plains. He is a graduate of Rutgers Univer-
sity and Rutgers School of Law-Newark.
He joined the firm of Read, Leib, Shear
and Kraus in 1973 and also served as a pool
attorney with the Union County Public
Defender’s Office. According to Mr.
Gardner, Mr. Grispin is being nominated
for the position previously held by Judge
Barbara Byrd Wecker.

Mr. Hely is a partner at Weismen, Hely
and DiGioia, a law firm located in
Mountainside. A graduate of Westfield High
School, Mr. Hely attended Gettysburg Col-
lege and Rutgers School of Law-Camden.
A county Democratic committee member,
he is a former Westfield councilman and
was the party’s nominee for Congress in the
7th District in 1988.

Ms. Bass is currently the in-house coun-
sel for the South Orange-Maplewood School
District. Ms. Bass attended Wesleyan Uni-
versity and Mount Holyoke College and is
a graduate of Boston University School of
Law. Prior to her position with the school
district, Ms. Bass was an attorney with
Algeier Woodruff from 1984 until 2003.

She also served in the law firm of Aron
and Salsberg from 1982 until 1984, and as
assistant counsel to the New Jersey Associa-
tion of School Administrators from 1980 to
1982.

Former Senator Had
Minor Fender Bender
At McCain Luncheon
LAKEWOOD – Former Republi-

can State Senator and Assemblyman
Joseph Azzolina was involved in a
minor fender bender on Thursday,
May 8, during Presidential candidate
U.S. Senator John McCain’s (R-Ariz.)
visit to Lakewood.

When looking for a parking space
at the Thursday afternoon fundraiser
luncheon, Mr. Azzolina hit the bumper
of a parked Range Rover in the Lake
Terrace parking lot. Following the
incident, Mr. Azzolina put the car in
reverse and parked at the opposite
end of the lot. Police intercepted him
as he was heading towards the ban-
quet hall entrance.

Mr. Azzolina was able to attend the
luncheon after providing officers with
his information. No charges were filed,
and a full accident report is available at
the Lakewood Police Department.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LIFE SAVING...The Westfield Fire Department uses the Jaws of Life to extricate a
seriously injured women who crashed her vehicle into a wall on North Avenue last week.

respected health officer in the state,”
according to Mr. Corbet, by being a
“very good financial manager, very
good with other boards of health and
town councils, and having the ability
to bring in and train capable and hard
working employees.”

Megan Cornish will replace Mr.
Sherr as the new health director. Ms.
Cornish is currently the public health
nursing supervisor and has worked in
the department since last June.

Mr. Corbet said he expects to see
an increase in the involvement of the
board of health, which is made up of
nine members, when Mr. Sherr leaves.
In addition to assisting Ms. Cornish
and reinforcing Mr. Sherr’s past work,
there will be “more of an outreach by

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Health Director Robert Sherr

The board heard other applicants and
approved each variance application.

David and Kim Gibson of 606
Dorian Road were approved to build
a seven-foot-high shed on a side lot
because their house is situated on a
corner lot.

Karen and William Frey of 111
Scotch Plains Avenue were approved
to construct a second story addition.
Lot coverage is set at a maximum of
20 percent and the Freys proposed
22.5 percent, due to their lot size and
the “nature of the house,” which in-
cluded a sloped ceiling in a nine foot
by 11 foot.

Kevin and Leslie Stock of 570
Lawrence Avenue were approved a
variance of front yard setback to build
a front porch as was original to house
built around 1913.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Bd. of Adjustment

Westfield
Wednesday, May 7, Jonathan R. McKay,

27, of Newark was arrested at the Union
Police Department on a Westfield traffic
warrant. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and held on $500 bail.

Wednesday, May 7, Alexandra Cortese,
19, of Westfield was arrested on Sunnywood
Drive and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, described
as less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released on her own recogni-
zance.

Wednesday, May 7, Damian L. Wash-
ington, 31, of Roselle was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on outstand-
ing traffic warrants. These included three
from Roselle, with total bail of $650, two
from Manalapan, with total bail of $102,
and one from Westfield, with bail of $500.
Washington posted bail on all the warrants
and was released.

Wednesday, May 7, Anthony Husser,
37, of Plainfield was arrested on two out-
standing traffic warrants following a motor
vehicle stop at South and Windsor Av-
enues. These included one from Newark,
with $264 bail, and another from Plainfield,
with $300 bail. Husser was turned over to
the Plainfield Police Department.

Saturday, May 10, Ricardo Bradshaw,
41, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Newark motor vehicle warrant
following a motor vehicle stop at West
Broad Street and Rahway Avenue. He was
released after posting $300 bail.

Saturday, May 10, James Moloney, 54,
of Cranford was arrested on the 200 block of
East Broad Street on an outstanding Scotch
Plains criminal warrant with $600 bail. He
was released to the Scotch Plains Police
Department.

Saturday, May 10, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Adam
Reinisch, 37, of West Milford was arrested
on Rahway Avenue near West Broad Street
on an outstanding Belleville traffic warrant.
He was released after posting $63 bail.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, May 7, a resident of Win-

chester Drive reported that someone re-
moved a valve valued at $225 from her
sprinkler system.

Thursday, May 8, James Moloney, 54, of
Cranford was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Thursday, May 8, a resident of Church
Avenue reported that someone entered his
vehicle and removed items values at $50.

Friday, May 9, a business on Jerusalem
Road reported that someone removed scrap
metal valued at $150 from his back yard.

Saturday, May 10, Daniel Petreeko, 27,
of Garwood was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, May 11, David Smith, 28, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Sunday, May 11, Michael Cummings,
20, of Rahway was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 6, Garfield A. Woodhouse,

25, of Plainfield was arrested for providing
police with false information after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he was
processed and released.

Wednesday, May 7, Jason B. Parish, 36,
of Westfield was arrested and charged with
DWI after a field investigation into a motor
vehicle accident on Midway Avenue. Ac-
cording to police, he was also charged with
three counts of possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS), one count of
possession of drug paraphernalia and three
counts of possession of prescription drugs.
He was transported to the Union County jail
where he is being held on $17,000 bail,
police said.

Wednesday, May 7, Barry D. Smith, 34,
of Plainfield was arrested on outstanding
warrants out of Summit and Scotch Plains
after a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was processed and
released.

Wednesday, May 7, Edward B. Layaou,
44, of Dallas, Pa. was arrested in the 50
block of South Avenue on an outstanding

body warrant out of Morris County. Ac-
cording to police, he was turned over to the
Morris County Sheriff’s Department.

Thursday, May 8, Quinton Rawls, 50, of
Plainfield was arrested on La Grande Av-
enue for an outstanding Union County body
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. Accord-
ing to police, he was turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Thursday, May 8, Richard G. Hunt, 49,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
Plainfield warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on North Avenue.

Thursday, May 8, Ricky S. McGowan,
50, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Friday, May 9, Michael J. Howard, 24, of
Hillsborough was arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Midway Avenue. According
to police, he was processed and released.

Friday, May 9, Nathan L. Jackson, 42, of
Trenton was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Elizabeth after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Saturday, May 10, John M. Perricone,
24, of Colonia was arrested on an outstand-
ing Woodbridge warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, May 10, Marcos A. Ventura,
34, of New York, NY was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Warren, Creskill
and Jersey City. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Saturday, May 10, Richard A. Peguero,
45, of North Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of East Ruther-
ford and Kearny. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Sunday, May 11, Charles Vayda, 57, of
New Providence was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, May 6, a resident of Central

Avenue reported that someone damaged
her mailbox valued at approximately $300.

Tuesday, May 6, Christian Valencia, 23,
of North Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant out of Scotch Plains in
the amount of $89.

Wednesday, May 7, Juan C. Alvarez, 30,
of Elizabeth was arrested for driving with a
suspended license after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation.

Thursday, May 8, Gerard Fenelus, 33, of
Elizabeth was arrested at the Elizabeth Po-
lice Department for an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount of
$349.

Thursday, May 8, Keith A. Briggs, 30, of
Mountainside was arrested for disorderly
conduct after a 9-1-1 call from his residence
on Upland Road. According to police, he
was transported to Muhlenberg Hospital for
evaluation.

Thursday, May 8, a resident reported that
someone made unauthorized credit card
purchases in the amount of $2,460.98. Ac-
cording to police, the credit card has been
cancelled.

Sunday, May 11, police responded to
Grouse Lane on a report of a dog bite.
According to authorities, the victim was
jogging when a yellow Labrador chased her
down the sidewalk and subsequently bit
her. The dog’s vaccination records are be-
ing checked and the victim refused medical
treatment at the time, police said.

Garwood
Julio Duran, 34, of Elizabeth was ar-

rested after a police officer observed a green
Ford station wagon driving erratically on
South Avenue and stopped the vehicle.

His investigation resulted in the arrest of
Duran for driving while under the influence
of alcohol (DUI). He also was charged with
having an open container of alcohol inside
his vehicle while he was driving, as well as
other motor vehicle complaints.

Duran’s motor vehicle was impounded.
He later was released to a family member
pending a municipal court appearance, ac-
cording to police.

the board members when we have
health fairs and flu shot clinics,” Mr.
Corbet said.

Mr. Sherr, who will pursue private
consulting after leaving the depart-
ment, will be available on an hourly
basis to assist Ms. Cornish as she
transitions into the position.

“We will get Bob’s
input…particularly in the fall, as we
prepare budgets for Westfield and the
other towns we service because it is an
extremely complicated process,” said
Mr. Corbet, who has worked closely
with Mr. Sherr on the budget in the past.

In the long term, Ms. Cornish said
she wants to continue to “attract more
towns to the regional health depart-
ment to make it strong.”

Jan and Maud Carnevale of 325
Orenda Circle started remodeling con-
struction to their home in 2003, and it
remains in progress. Mr. Carnevale
cited weather, inspection issues and
construction material shortages as the
causes to delays.

The Carnevales sought a variance
to construct a deck where the ordi-
nance allows a maximum coverage
by buildings including a deck greater
than four-feet high of 20 percent or
3,600 square feet and proposed and
approved was 3,853 feet. It was ap-
proved because of the unusual slope
of the backyard.

Cheryl and Robin Kelesoglu of 731
Scotch Plains Avenue were approved
to build a second-story addition on
the left-hand side yard with a vari-
ance of 10.45 feet, where 15 feet is
necessary because the house is un-
usually placed on the left of the lot.
The couple has already begun a board-
approved addition to the right-hand
side of the house.

Martin and Karen Zahler of 1015
Ripley Avenue continued their hear-
ing from two months ago to seek a
variance of rear yard setback and lot
coverage. The board approved the
revised application to build an en-
closed sunroom.

The New Jersey Table Tennis Club
located at 226 North Avenue was per-
mitted to hang an awning sign over the
ground floor entrance. The awning is
in keeping with neighboring stores.

Ticketing Campaign To
Occur May 19 to June 1

COUNTY — Law enforcement offic-
ers in Union County towns will be on
special patrol, May 19 through June 1, to
issues tickets to motorists not wearing
their seats belts. In New Jersey, the ticket
fine is $46. Last year, police agencies in
Union County issued 2,811 seat belt cita-
tions.

As part of the National “Click It or
Ticket Campaign,” there will be zero
tolerance.

In 2007, the seat belt usage rate in New
Jersey was 91.4 percent. New Jersey law
enforcement and safety officials say they
will not rest until there is a 100 percent
compliance rate and tickets are a strong
deterrent.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Michael Nelson,
44, of Scotch Plains is facing up to 10 years
in prison after being convicted of posses-
sion of 22 pounds of marijuana with the
intent to distribute, and possession of the
drug with the intent to distribute it within
500 feet of the Egbert playground in Union.
Both are second-degree crimes. The jury
in Superior Court Judge Joseph Donohue’s
courtroom came to the unanimous verdict
yesterday after a four-day trial.

According to Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Joshua McMahon, the defen-
dant was having the drugs FedEx’ed to
him from Arizona. “A heavy box was
delivered to the Sears Auto Center on
Route 22 in Union that was addressed to a

former employee,” Mr. McMahon said.
“The manager of the store noticed an un-
usual odor coming from the box. He opened
it and called the police.”

Union Police Department detectives
Kevin Kalendek and Tom Ronan removed
the marijuana from the box, replaced it
with 22 pounds of packing material and
put it back in the store. They kept the
package under surveillance until Nelson
arrived at the store, picked up the package
and put it in his car. Nelson, a former
employee of Sears, was arrested in the
parking lot.

Nelson has one prior drug-related felony
conviction in New York State. He will be
sentenced on June 27.

Diesel Fuel Spill Causes
Route 28 Traffic Jam

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A diesel fuel spill
caused the closing of Route 28 from
the traffic circle to East Broad Street,
last Thursday.

Shortly after 8:30 a.m., Westfield
police officers responded to the spill,
located by the South Avenue side of
the traffic circle.

After the situation was assessed,
the fire department was notified and
responded.

Fire Chief Dan Kelly told The
Westfield Leader that the puddle of
diesel fuel was traced up North Av-
enue toward the East Broad Street
business district.

The fire department worked to
“dike” the storm drains, so the mate-
rial did not spill into the sewers, and
used sand to cover the fuel.

Police Captain David Wayman told
The Leader that a “small trail [of oil]
traveled up East Broad Street, head-
ing toward Springfield, and dissipated
after Elm Street.”

The carrier has not been located yet.
Chief Kelly said cars were “not

able to traverse from the south side to
the north side” via the circle, having
to travel east or west. This backed up
traffic on Route 28, which did not
reopen until 3:25 p.m.

State Police, the Union County
Hazmat team, officials from the state
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection and Department of Transpor-
tation arrived at the scene.

Capt. Wayman said Hazmat and
DEP continue to investigate the event.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council – Vacant Buildings
Despite the council and the town

attorney’s response, Mr. Berman said it
sounded as though the houses can stay
“indefinitely.”

First Ward Councilman Frank Arena
requested that the town contact the board of
health to check for the condition, noting that
kids walk by the area when going to Franklin
Elementary School.

When reached by telephone late Tues-
day night, Mr. Rapuano said he did not
know why his name continues to be con-
nected with the Prospect Street homes. He
said if all goes as scheduled, the homes
would be demolished within 10 days.

“The fact is – I own neither of the prop-
erties,” he told The Westfield Leader. Calls
to the tax assessor’s office revealed that
Allan Chrone owns the Prospect properties.

Mr. Rapuano said he has spoken on
behalf of the owner, and for this reason, he
continues to be linked to the property. Be-
cause he is not the owner, he is not respon-
sible for addressing issues related to the
property-maintenance code. He did ac-
knowledge receipt of a violation but in-
formed officials that he is not the owner.

Mr. Rapuano said he “couldn’t agree
more with the residents” that the homes
should be demolished but said that the
town’s policies stood in his way.

He said he wanted the homes demolished
two years ago, but because the town stipu-
lates that a house cannot be demolished
while going through the subdivision pro-
cess, the houses stayed.

“Who would want the homes to sit there
like that?” he asked. “The owner doesn’t
want to accumulate carrying costs associ-
ated with the property. It should be demol-
ished, but we’re moving as quickly as the
town allows us.”

Ultimately, he said it is “ridiculous” that
his name continues to be “badmouthed.” He
said the council members “should know
who the owner is before speaking about it.”

Separately, Patricia Lee of Cacciola Place
also asked if the neighboring single-family
dwelling, once infested with raccoons and
now boarded up, can be demolished.

Mr. Cockren said the owner, identified
last year as Joseph Penyak, Sr., had been
prosecuted and fined for health and prop-
erty-maintenance violations. As recently as

Monday, the board of adjustment denied
Mr. Penyak’s latest attempt to build a two-
family dwelling.

Mr. Cockren said if the owner does not
appeal the decision, it “goes back to square
one.”

He added that an “extraordinary rem-
edy” does exist whereby a municipality can
force a demolition of a property and charge
the owner. He said this occurs only after a
“very detailed legal process,” and as of last
year, the town “probably did not have the
facts that the law requires.”

Ms. Neylan told Ms. Lee that although
it is “frustrating,” the laws are “very much
in favor of the property owner.” She said
an owner is “king of his castle,” and the
council “can’t dictate that someone take
down a house…you can only dictate so
much.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
said, “The town has to view the poor little
old lady who is behind on her bills in the
same light that we view Mr. Rapuano and
the owner of Cacciola.”

Ms. Lee responded, “We’re not talking
about a little old lady. We’re talking about
a businessman who bought the property for
profit. If it was a little old lady, I’d be
compassionate for her.”

Mr. Foerst replied that, “In the eyes of the
law, they are viewed the same.”

Ms. Lee said she comes home everyday
and has to look at the neighboring house.
She said friends and family also witness the
neighboring property’s state.

“It’s not fair to me,” she said. “Be fair to
me. Do what you would want me to do for
you. It’s just not right.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said that would
happen “in a perfect world…but we can’t
tell an owner to tear a house down.”

Mr. Berman interjected into the con-
versation, asking if the town, in the fu-
ture, could take stricter actions.

Mr. Cockren said, “What the people in
this room (Mr. Berman and Ms. Lee) would
have us do, tonight, would be to overstep
our bounds…and take more radical steps.
You’re potentially [treading] on the private
rights of a private-property owner.”

After Mr. Berman responded to a sub-
sequent statement, Mr. Cockren said,
“You’re not a lawyer, sir.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Prospect Street Fire
Displaces WF Family

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A structure fire has
temporarily displaced one Westfield fam-
ily.

The fire occurred at 750 Prospect Street,
near the Franklin School district, last Sat-
urday, at 7 p.m.

Firefighters had the flames under con-
trol within 15 minutes.

According to Fire Chief Dan Kelly, the
fire was contained to the room of origin –
the first-floor living room.

Because the power could not be re-
stored, the Westfield/Mountainside Red
Cross had to relocate the family to the
Westfield Inn.

ing agenda items: the hiring of Trinatas
Physical Therapy for the Extended School
Year (ESY) and 2008 PEAK Programs,
the cost of which is not to exceed $1,365;
the hiring of Occupational Therapist Larissa
Elk, for the ESY and PEAK programs, the
cost not to exceed $3,272, and the accep-
tance of the resignation of Instructional
Support Teacher Michelle Padovano, who
has served the district for the past 11 years.

Regional Health
Department Meeting
WESTFIELD — A joint meeting of

the Boards of Health affiliated with the
Westfield Regional Health Department is
scheduled for Thursday, May 15, at 7
p.m. for the purpose of discussing the
transition to the new health officer, as
well as other topics of mutual interest.

The meeting will take place at the
Westfield Community Room, 425 East
Broad Street – First Floor, Westfield.

For more information, call (908) 789-
4070.
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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WALKING TO SAVE LIVES…Members of Student Movement Against Cancer (SMAC) at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School  raised more than $120,000 for cancer research by taking part in the 12th annual Relay for Life walkathon conducted
over a 24-hour period on May 9. The event is sponsored by the American Cancer Society.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
RESCUED...Ken and Evelyn Troy of Fanwood count their blessings in apprecia-
tion after Mrs. Troy was saved from a heart attack by rescue squad and police
department personnel on April 16 in her home. See story on page 12.

Larissa Curlik for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEAVING A LEGACY…Robert Sherr is retiring after 30 years as director of
health for the Westfield Regional Health Department. He will be replaced by Megan
Cornish, who currently serves as the department’s public nurse supervisor.

Robert Sherr Retiring After
Thirty Years as Health Director
By LARISSA CURLIK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Robert Sherr re-
tires from the Westfield Regional
Health Department this week after
serving for almost 30 years as the
director of health. The department,
under Mr. Sherr’s direction, has
evolved as a model of regional plan-
ning and shared services for eight
New Jersey communities.

The regional health department
provides public health and environ-
mental services by enforcing state
codes, laws and regulations estab-
lished by the New Jersey Department
of Health and Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA). The regional
health department consists of a core
staff of environmental inspectors that
oversee environmental regulations,
conduct restaurant inspections and
assist in the department’s clinics.

In addition to having a public health
nursing supervisor, one full-time
nurse in Summit, and a part-time nurse
in New Providence, the department
employs a staff of per diem nurses
that assist with clinics and screenings
throughout the year. The deputy reg-
istrar and registrar in Westfield also
oversee the registrar of vital statistics
in each town.

As director, Mr. Sherr was respon-
sible for securing funding for the
department, the oversight of all ac-
tivities and ensuring the implementa-
tion of state-required programs.

“Through [Mr. Sherr’s] guidance
and drive we grew from a very small
board of health serving 29,000, to
eight communities serving 129,000
residents,” said William Corbet, presi-
dent of the Westfield Board of Health.

When Mr. Sherr initially took office as
a health inspector in 1978, the depart-
ment served Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield. Today,
the department has expanded to in-
clude New Providence, Roselle Park,
Springfield and Summit.

By growing in size, the department
has expanded services despite the
challenge of limited resources, Mr.
Sherr said.

“Public health has changed and
evolved from 1978, to what it is to-
day. Initially, we primarily did things
like environmental inspections and
environmental complaints and nui-
sance complaints. We also held
chronic illness screenings. That part
has not changed,” Mr. Sherr said.
What has  changed in the last 10 years
is the increased role the department
plays in developing plans to respond
to  bio-terrorism, such as anthrax or
pandemic flus.

The state mandates that each town
must have a health officer, but limited
resources have made contractual ar-
rangements between towns an eco-
nomically favorable alternative to
hiring more full-time employees.

“Everyone in the system saves
money,” Mr. Sherr said. In addition to
getting better prices by bidding ser-
vices out to more people, Mr. Sherr said
sharing services “allows us to better use
the limited resources that we have.”

Now, the department is able to pro-
vide services, such as pest control, to
municipally owned properties
throughout the region. The depart-
ment has also expanded its chronic
illness programming to address is-
sues such as cancer, diabetes and heart
conditions in addition to its health

fairs and flu shot clinics.
Mr. Sherr “was 20 years ahead of

where we are at right now relative to
where we’re trying to go with mu-
nicipals economies,” Mr. Corbet said.
He earned his reputation as “the most
respected health officer in the state,”
according to Mr. Corbet, by being a
“very good financial manager, very
good with other boards of health and
town councils, and having the ability
to bring in and train capable and hard
working employees.”

Megan Cornish will replace Mr.
Sherr as the new health director. Ms.
Cornish is currently the public health
nursing supervisor and has worked in
the department since last June.

Mr. Corbet said he expects to see
an increase in the involvement of the
board of health, which is made up of
nine members, when Mr. Sherr leaves.
In addition to assisting Ms. Cornish
and reinforcing Mr. Sherr’s past work,
there will be “more of an outreach by
the board members when we have
health fairs and flu shot clinics,” Mr.
Corbet said.

Mr. Sherr, who will pursue private
consulting after leaving the depart-
ment, will be available on an hourly
basis to assist Ms. Cornish as she
transitions into the position.

“We will get Bob’s
input…particularly in the fall, as we
prepare budgets for Westfield and the
other towns we service because it is
an extremely complicated process,”
said Mr. Corbet, who has worked
closely with Mr. Sherr on the budget
in the past.

In the long term, Ms. Cornish said
she wants to continue to “attract more
towns to the regional health depart-
ment to make it strong.”

SPBPA Network Night
To Be Held on May 21
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) will hold a busi-
ness network night on Wednesday,
May 21, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at
RWJ Fitness and Wellness Center,
located at 2120 Lamberts Mill Road
in Scotch Plains.

Attendees will be able to meet and
network with business owners from
the area. Light refreshments will be
served. Admission is free for two
people per SPBPA member and $10
for additional guests and non-mem-
bers. To respond, e-mail
SPBPA@comcast.net or call Jean
Ann Honig at (908) 663-2183. For
more information about the SPBPA,
see visitscotchplains.com.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ISRAEL AT 60…Local political figures attended the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra and Temple Emanu-El’s joint effort last week to celebrate Israel’s 60th
anniversary. Pictured, from left to right, are: Cantor Martha Novick, Westfield
Councilwomen JoAnn Neylan and Vicki Kimmins, Maestro David Wroe, Westfield
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) and
Rabbi Douglas Sagal. See article on page 24.

SP Officials Recognized
By State, Local Organizations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two top
township officials were honored re-
cently, with Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins being named Business
Administrator of the Year by the Gate-
way Regional Chamber of Commerce
and Construction Official and Zon-
ing Officer Robert LaCosta named
Building Official of the Year by the

New Jersey Building Officials Asso-
ciation.

Mr. Atkins, who will retire from
the township government this sum-
mer after 28 years of service, re-
ceived his award at the Chamber’s
mayors’ dinner on March 31 in Eliza-
beth, which is held each year and
honors outstanding public servants in
Union County.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Hearing on South Ave.
Office Bld. to Resume June 9

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board will resume
a hearing next month to consider a site
plan application to build a two-story
office building on South Avenue. D.
Villane Construction is seeking approval
for the building at the corner of South
Avenue and New Jersey Avenue to house
its offices and a meeting room for cli-
ents.

D. Villane’s plan calls for a 1,580-
square-foot building to be situated on
the property, which is across South
Avenue from the county public works
facility and is triangular-shaped. At
Monday’s hearing, which was continu-
ation from an April hearing, attorney
Robert Kraus and architect Roger
Winkle explained some of the revisions
to the site and building plans that were
made at the suggestion of the board last
month.

Mr. Winkle’s sketches included ad-
ditional first- and second-floor win-
dows, both actual and faux, and also
details of the building’s basement.

Randall Voinier, a traffic consultant,
discussed some of the traffic safety
studies he conducted, and told the board
that it would be safe for drivers to turn
right from South Avenue onto New
Jersey Avenue, a turn that is at a 140-
degree angle, and be able to react in
enough time to cars exiting the parking
lot of the Villane building. He also said
the building, which would be situated
close to South Avenue, would not have
any effect on sight distances for drivers
entering South Avenue.

New Jersey Avenue resident Michael
Brennan, speaking in opposition to the
application, compared the proposal to
“putting lipstick on a pig — it’s still a

pig. That’s what this application is.”
He also asked the board to decide on

the application at Monday’s meeting
instead of continuing it at its June 9
meeting, when a professional planner
is set to testify on behalf of D. Villane.

Board Chairwoman Maria Sartor,
though, said it was important for the
board to hear from all witnesses and
experts before making a decision, and
she said residents opposing the appli-
cation were welcome to hire experts of
their own to analyze the application.

Attorney Robert Kraus

Mahr Calls FW PBA Statements
Regarding Layoffs ‘Irresponsible’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — About 40 mem-
bers of the public and PBA Local 123
police officers attended Tuesday
night’s regular borough council meet-
ing, and nearly a dozen got up to
publicly encourage the governing
body not to lay off police officers.

However, as Mayor Colleen Mahr
and Councilman Bruce Walsh said,
“there is no such proposal” on the
table, despite this year’s budget chal-
lenges and ongoing efforts to miti-
gate them.

The PBA posted a flyer in the bor-
ough, encouraging residents to attend

Tuesday night’s meeting and to speak
out against the governing body’s “pro-
posal” to lay off six police officers.

At the meeting, police officer Tony
Espinosa said budget “savings should
not come at a cost to your safety.”

Fellow officer Ron Grecco said
police layoffs “can’t happen.”

“People’s lives and safety will be in
jeopardy,” he said.

Local resident Rose Tzeretos said,
“By cutting even one officer, I feel
that comfort and security would be
taken away from me.”

Plainfield police officer and
Fanwood resident Dino Caminiti said,
“To have anything like a shortage of

manpower on the streets of Fanwood
would not be a good thing.”

When everyone had spoken, Mayor
Mahr clearly stated, “We are not pro-
posing to lay off six officers.”

To clarify, the mayor said, “The
chief of police responded to a direc-
tive,” as did all borough departments,
to show what would happen if their
budgets were “hypothetically” re-
duced by up to 18 percent; this at a
time when state aid to Fanwood could
drop $187,000, with revenues declin-
ing and expenses increasing.

“That was a discussion,” the mayor
said, adding that the PBA’s claim of a
layoff proposal “was a very irrespon-
sible statement to make.”

“There has to be a real dialogue at
this point,” Mayor Mahr said, telling
the PBA and the community, “We’re
here to work with you.”

Councilman David Valian also ad-
monished the PBA for posting the
flyer, calling it a “scare tactic;” he
also criticized the PBA for not trying
to “communicate” with the govern-
ing body about the issue.

Council President Joan Wheeler
said, “We want this community to be
as safe as it is today; that’s our goal.”

And Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell concluded, “I’m sorry that
it’s come to this point because we
would never jeopardize public safety.”

Regarding the borough’s intro-
duced municipal budget, which would
require a local tax increase of about
29 percent to finance, the mayor said
earlier in the meeting, “We have been
working diligently to make this com-
munity better so we can do more
without asking you to reach deeper
into your pockets…we have to close

SP Municipal Budget Introduced;
Tax Increase Will Be Eight Points

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
township’s $24.6 million budget was
introduced on Tuesday, and final cal-
culations of this year’s spending and
revenue levels showed that the 2008
municipal property tax increase will
be eight points, or 5.5 percent, in-
stead of the nine points anticipated by
the township council last week.

In briefly summarizing this year’s
spending plan, which will be voted
on at the Tuesday, June 10 council
meeting, Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato said the governing body, in
its deliberations over the past two
months, was “hit with a double

whammy” of a new state-imposed
property tax cap and a proposed
$271,000 cut in state aid. “We had to
follow new rules with less money,”
she noted.

Mrs. Coronato said adoption of
what she called a “fiscally prudent
budget” will result in a $96.80 in-
crease in property taxes for local gov-
ernment purposes for the average as-
sessed home of $121,000.

She pointed to several budget areas
where appropriation increases were
beyond the control of the council,
including a $228,000 increase in
group health insurance premiums,
$380,600 in additional contributions
to state pension funds, $140,000 in

police salaries and wages, $150,650
more for debt service and $142,400
in additional sewerage facility fees.
Of the $1,138,727 increase in appro-
priations this year, more than 95 per-
cent was due to these and other man-
dated increases.

If state aid had been maintained at
last year’s level instead of being cut by
the equivalent of about three tax points,
this year’s property tax hike would
have been five points instead of eight.

The one-point reduction from what
the council had agreed to at its final
budget meeting a week ago resulted
from what Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins described as “a more pre-
cise crunching of the numbers” by
Chief Financial Officer Lori Majeski
during the past week.

Her final figures showed a tax in-
crease slightly above eight points.
After consulting with council mem-
bers, it was agreed that the final cut of
$35,000 needed to reach the eight-
point figure should be found via in-
creased revenue anticipation in vari-
ous categories, Mr. Atkins told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

In other business at Tuesday’s meet-
ing, the council approved the award-
ing of a $1,660 bid to Applied Land-
scape Technologies of Montville to
develop the new southside soccer field
behind the firehouse at the corner of
Martine Avenue and Raritan Road.

The complex will include a lighted
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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POLICE BLOTTER

Jury Convicts Michael Nelson of
Scotch Plains on Drug Charges

Ticketing Campaign To
Occur May 19 to June 1

COUNTY — Law enforcement of-
ficers in Union County towns will be
on special patrol May 19 through
June 1 to issues tickets to motorists
not wearing their seats belts. In New
Jersey, the ticket fine is $46. Last
year, police agencies in Union County
issued 2,811 seat belt citations.

As part of the National “Click It or
Ticket Campaign,” there will be zero
tolerance.

In 2007, the seat belt usage rate in
New Jersey was 91.4 percent. New
Jersey law enforcement and safety
officials say they will not rest until
there is a 100 percent compliance rate
and tickets are a strong deterrent.

Former Senator Had
Minor Fender Bender
at McCain Luncheon
LAKEWOOD – Former Republi-

can N.J. State Senator and Assembly-
man Joseph Azzolina was involved in
a minor fender bender on Thursday
May 8, during presidential candidate
U.S. Senator John McCain’s (R-Ariz.)
visit to Lakewood.

When looking for a parking space
at the Thursday afternoon fundraiser
luncheon, Mr. Azzolina hit the bumper
of a parked Range Rover in the Lake
Terrace parking lot. Following the
incident, Mr. Azzolina put the car in
reverse and parked at the opposite
end of the lot. Police intercepted him
as he was heading towards the ban-
quet hall entrance.

Mr. Azzolina was able to attend the
luncheon after providing officers with
his information. No charges were filed
and a full accident report is available
at the Lakewood Police Department.

Regional Health
Department Meeting
WESTFIELD — A joint meeting of

the Boards of Health affiliated with
the Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment has been scheduled for Thurs-
day, May 15 at 7 p.m. for the purpose
of discussion regarding the transition
to the new health officer, as well as
other topics of mutual interest.

The meeting will be held in the
Westfield Community Room, 425
East Broad Street – first floor,
Westfield.

For more information, call (908)
789-4070.

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LIFE SAVING...The Westfield Fire Department uses the “Jaws of Life” to
extricate a seriously injured women who crashed her vehicle into a wall on North
Avenue last week.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DINER CHAT...A mother and daughter from Union accept greetings at Vicki’s
Diner in Westfield from Senator Leonard Lance (left) and Senator Tom Kean
(LD-21, Westfield), last Thursday, as they were touring the 7th Congressional
District for votes in the upcoming June 3 GOP Primary for Mr. Lance, who is
seeking the office for Congress.

“It was a nice honor,” Mr. Atkins
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. He said the Chamber “does
outstanding work,” and said his award
was “not expected.”

Mr. LaCosta’s award was presented
at the building officials’ annual build-
ing safety conference in Atlantic City
earlier this month. Mr. Atkins, who
attended the awards ceremony along
with several members of Mr.
LaCosta’s staff, called the recogni-
tion “very much deserved.” Mr.
LaCosta, who has been employed by
the township for 30 years and has
spent the past 28 years with the build-
ing department, told The Times he
was “honored and flattered” by the
award.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Atkins, LaCosta

SCOTCH PLAINS — Michael
Nelson, 44, of Scotch Plains is facing
up to 10 years in prison after being
convicted for possession of 22 pounds
of marijuana with the intent to dis-
tribute. Mr. Nelson had possession of
the drug and intended to distribute it
within 500 feet of the Egbert play-
ground in Union. Both are second
degree crimes. The jury, in Superior
Court Judge Joseph Donohue’s court-
room came to the unanimous verdict
yesterday after a 4-day trial.

According to Union County Assis-
tant Prosecutor Joshua McMahon, the
defendant was having the drugs
FedEx’ed to him from Arizona. “A
heavy box was delivered to the Sears
Auto Center on Route 22 in Union

that was addressed to a former em-
ployee,” McMahon said. “The man-
ager of the store noticed an unusual
odor coming from the box. He opened
it and called the police.”

Union Police Department detec-
tives Kevin Kalendek and Tom Ronan
removed the marijuana from the box,
replaced it with 22 pounds of pack-
ing material and put it back in the
store. They kept the package under
surveillance until Nelson arrived at
the store, picked up the package and
put it in his car. Nelson, a former
employee of Sears, was arrested in
the parking lot.

Nelson has one prior drug-related
felony conviction in New York State.
He will be sentenced on June 27th.

Local Attorneys Nominated
For Judgeships by Corzine

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Local attorneys
Kenneth Grispin, James Hely and
Ellen Bass have been nominated by
Governor Jon Corzine for positions
on the bench. Mr. Grispin and Mr.
Hely received nominations for Union
County Superior Court judgeships,
while Ms. Bass is a candidate for
administrative law judge.

Mr. Grispin, Mr. Hely and Ms. Bass
were unable to comment on their nomi-
nations, which still await review by
the state Senate Judiciary Committee.
Jim Gardner, a spokesman for Gover-
nor Corzine, was unable to discuss
specific candidates, but spoke of the
general criteria used to select judicial
nominees.

“Certainly [the governor examines]
their track record as an attorney and
the types of case that they have either
heard as a judge on a local level or as
a practicing attorney,” Mr. Gardner
said. “[The candidates nominated are]
those that have a thorough understand-
ing of the law and that we believe
would make good jurist on the bench.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) spoke highly of Mr.
Hely, citing both his work as a civil
trial attorney and as a former council-
man in Westfield. He said that Mr.
Hely has “always acted in a non-
partisan way,” and is “respected by
both Democrats and Republicans.”

“I give the Governor an A plus plus
[on Mr. Hely’s nomination],” Mr.
Bramnick said. “If the Governor could
do the same things on his budget,
we’d be in good shape.”

Mr. Gardner said the next step in
the nomination process involves a
review by the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. The committee will conduct
interviews and vote on the nominees.
If approved by the committee, the
nominations will go before the full
senate for approval. Mr. Gardner said
there is no set timetable for approval.

“It varies,” said Mr. Gardner. “It
can just be a matter of a few weeks
depending on how busy of a schedule
the Senate Judiciary Committee has.”

“It is so important that we put quali-
fied professionals on the bench in
Union County and throughout the
judicial system. And while I do not
know all of these nominees person-
ally, I am confident that they have
been nominated for their experience
and unique expertise. I look forward
to having the opportunity to review
their credentials as part of the Senate’s
advise and consent responsibility,”
said Senator Tom Kean of Westfield
(LD-21).

Mr. Grispin is a partner at the law
firm of Grispin and Roth located in
Scotch Plains. He is a graduate of
Rutgers University and Rutgers
School of Law-Newark. He joined
the firm of Read, Leib, Shear and
Kraus in 1973 and also served as a
pool attorney with the Union County
Public Defender’s Office. According
to Mr. Gardner, Mr. Grispin is being
nominated for the position previously
held by Judge Barbara Byrd Wecker.

Mr. Hely is a partner at Weismen,
Hely and DiGioia, a law firm located
in Mountainside. A graduate of
Westfield High School, Mr. Hely at-
tended Gettysburg College and

Rutgers School of Law-Camden. A
county Democrat committee mem-
ber, is a former Westfield councilman
and was the party’s nominee for Con-
gress in the 7th District in 1988.

Ms. Bass is currently the in-house
counsel for the South Orange-
Maplewood School District. Ms. Bass
attended Wesleyan University and
Mount Holyoke College and is a
graduate of Boston University School
of Law. Prior to her position with the
school district, Ms. Bass was an attor-
ney with Algeier Woodruff from 1984
until 2003.

She also served in the law firm of
Aron and Salsberg from 1982 until
1984 and as assistant counsel for the
New Jersey Association of School
Administrators from 1980 to 1982.

Westfield
Wednesday, May 7, Jonathan R.

McKay, 27, of Newark was arrested at the
Union Police Department on a Westfield
traffic warrant. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where he
was processed and held on $500 bail.

Wednesday, May 7, Alexandra Cortese,
19, of Westfield was arrested on
Sunnywood Drive and charged with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance, described as less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. She was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, where
she was processed and released on her
own recognizance.

Wednesday, May 7, Damian L. Wash-
ington, 31, of Roselle was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on out-
standing traffic warrants. These included
three from Roselle, with total bail of
$650, two from Manalapan, with total
bail of $102, and one from Westfield,
with bail of $500. Washington posted bail
on all the warrants and was released.

Wednesday, May 7, Anthony Husser,
37, of Plainfield was arrested on two
outstanding traffic warrants following a
motor vehicle stop at South and Windsor
Avenues. These included one from New-
ark, with $264 bail, and another from
Plainfield, with $300 bail. Husser was
turned over to the Plainfield Police De-
partment.

Saturday, May 10, Ricardo Bradshaw,
41, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Newark motor vehicle warrant
following a motor vehicle stop at West
Broad Street and Rahway Avenue. He
was released after posting $300 bail.

Saturday, May 10, James Moloney, 54,
of Cranford was arrested on the 200 block
of East Broad Street on an outstanding
Scotch Plains criminal warrant with $600
bail. He was released to the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

Saturday, May 10, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Adam
Reinisch, 37, of West Milford was ar-
rested on Rahway Avenue near West
Broad Street on an outstanding Belleville
traffic warrant. He was released after
posting $63 bail.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, May 7, a resident of Win-

chester Drive reported that someone re-
moved a valve valued at $225 from her
sprinkler system.

Thursday, May 8, James Moloney, 54,
of Cranford was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Thursday, May 8, a resident of Church
Avenue reported that someone entered
his vehicle and removed items valued at
$50.

Friday, May 9, a business on Jerusalem
Road reported that someone removed
scrap metal valued at $150 from his back
yard.

Saturday, May 10, Daniel Petreeko,
27, of Garwood was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, May 11, David Smith, 28, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
being stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, May 11, Michael Cummings,
20, of Rahway was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 6, Garfield A.

Woodhouse, 25, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for providing police with false in-
formation after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Wednesday, May 7, Jason B. Parish,
36, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a field investigation into
a motor vehicle accident on Midway
Avenue. According to police, he was also
charged with three counts of possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS), one count of possession of drug
paraphernalia and three counts of posses-
sion of prescription drugs. He was trans-
ported to the Union County jail where he
is being held on $17,000 bail, police said.

Wednesday, May 7, Barry D. Smith,
34, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Summit and
Scotch Plains after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Wednesday, May 7, Edward B. Layaou,
44, of Dallas, Pa. was arrested in the 50
block of South Avenue on an outstanding
body warrant out of Morris County. Ac-
cording to police, he was turned over to
the Morris County Sheriff’s Department.

Thursday, May 8, Quinton Rawls, 50,
of Plainfield was arrested on La Grande
Avenue for an outstanding Union County
body warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was turned over
to the Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Thursday, May 8, Richard G. Hunt, 49,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Plainfield warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on North Avenue.

Thursday, May 8, Ricky S. McGowan,
50, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Friday, May 9, Michael J. Howard, 24,
of Hillsborough was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Friday, May 9, Nathan L. Jackson, 42,
of Trenton was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Elizabeth after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, he was processed and released.

Saturday, May 10, John M. Perricone,
24, of Colonia was arrested on an out-
standing Woodbridge warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, May 10, Marcos A. Ventura,
34, of New York, NY was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Warren,
Creskill and Jersey City. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Saturday, May 10, Richard A. Peguero,
45, of North Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of East Ruther-
ford and Kearny. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Sunday, May 11, Charles Vayda, 57, of
New Providence was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, May 6, a resident of Central

Avenue reported that someone damaged
her mailbox valued at approximately $300.

Tuesday, May 6, Christian Valencia,
23, of North Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant out of Scotch Plains
in the amount of $89.

Wednesday, May 7, Juan C. Alvarez,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested for driving
with a suspended license after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.

Thursday, May 8, Gerard Fenelus, 33,
of Elizabeth was arrested at the Elizabeth
Police Department for an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount of
$349.

Thursday, May 8, Keith A. Briggs, 30,
of Mountainside was arrested for disor-
derly conduct after a 9-1-1 call from his
residence on Upland Road. According to
police, he was transported to Muhlenberg
Hospital for evaluation.

Thursday, May 8, a resident reported
that someone made unauthorized credit
card purchases in the amount of $2,460.98.
According to police, the credit card has
been cancelled.

Sunday, May 11, police responded to
Grouse Lane on a report of a dog bite.
According to authorities, the victim was
jogging when a yellow Labrador chased
her down the sidewalk and subsequently
bit her. The dog’s vaccination records are
being checked and the victim refused
medical treatment at the time, police said.

Garwood
Julio Duran, 34, of Elizabeth was ar-

rested after a police officer observed a
green Ford station wagon driving errati-
cally on South Avenue and stopped the
vehicle.

His investigation resulted in the arrest
of Duran for driving while under the
influence of alcohol (DUI). He also was
charged with having an open container of
alcohol inside his vehicle while he was
driving, as well as other motor vehicle
complaints.

Duran’s motor vehicle was impounded.
He later was released to a family member
pending a municipal court appearance,
according to police.

the gap.”
Mayor Mahr emphasized that,

“There are no [budget] decisions made
on anything.”

“We will keep you informed [and]
when decisions are made, you’ll hear
it here first and nowhere else,” she
said.

The mayor added, “We’ve been
spending the last five months trying
to get our arms around something
that we haven’t been able to get
around…and we probably won’t un-
til mid-July.”

That time-frame is when the bor-
ough expects to get an official word
from the state on municipal funding
and the fate of its application for
“extraordinary aid,” which last year,
pumped $325,000 into the budget and
helped minimize the local tax in-
crease.

In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body heard a presenta-
tion from the borough’s redevelop-
ment planner.

Stan Slachetka, of T&M Associ-
ates, said the borough is at the point

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
where it is “taking the redevelopment
process…and bringing it to its logi-
cal conclusion.”

Mr. Slachetka said the redevelop-
ment “process is a marathon, not a
sprint,” and, “to enable you to cross
the finish line,” he recommended
amendments to the borough’s rede-
velopment “concept plan” which he
characterized as “tweaking.”

Mr. Slachetka said the amendments,
to be considered at a public hearing
on Tuesday, June 10, would “allow
for some flexibility in working with
property owners” regarding redevel-
opment efforts. He also said the
amendments would “provide substan-
tial enhancements to pedestrian and
vehicle circulation and parking.”

For example, the amended concept
plan would provide for a protected
pedestrian walkway linking the rede-
velopment area to the train station. In
addition, the Sovereign Bank on South
Avenue would be allowed to move its
drive-though to the parking lot be-
hind the building, in an effort to make
South Avenue more “pedestrian
friendly,” Mr. Slachetka said.

Other amendments discussed
would allow 35 additional residential
units in the redevelopment area, some
“limited” types of professional of-
fices on the first floor of “mixed use”
buildings, and an increase from two-
and-a- half to three stories with re-
spect to the height of new downtown
buildings.

The governing body approved send-
ing the amendment recommendations
to the planning board for further re-
view; however Councilman Walsh
voted against the amendment.

“To me, those are not ‘tweaking’ or
minor changes [to the redevelopment
plan],” he said.

Also Tuesday night, David
Blechinger was sworn in as the
borough’s new zoning officer and
longtime recycling association vol-
unteer Bob Sommerich was honored
as volunteer of the month.

Mr. Sommerich also awarded an-
nual recycling association grants to-
taling more than $5,000 to the public
works department, recreation com-
mission, fire department and rescue
squad, and the Fanwood library.

Diesel Fuel Spill Causes
Rt. 28 Traffic Jam

WESTFIELD – A diesel fuel spill
caused the closing of Route 28 from
the traffic circle to East Broad Street,
last Thursday.

Shortly after 8:30 a.m., Westfield
police officers responded to the spill,
located by the South Avenue side of
the traffic circle.

After the situation was assessed,
the fire department was notified and
responded.

Fire Chief Dan Kelly told The
Westfield Leader that the puddle of
diesel fuel was traced up North Av-
enue toward the East Broad Street
business district.

The fire department worked to
“dike” the storm drains, so the mate-
rial did not spill into the sewers, and
used sand to cover the fuel.

Police Captain David Wayman told
The Leader that a “small trail [of oil]
traveled up East Broad Street, head-
ing toward Springfield, and dissipated
after Elm Street.”

The carrier has not been located.
Chief Kelly said cars were “not

able to traverse from the south side to
the north side” via the circle, having
to travel east or west. This backed up
traffic on Route 28, which did not
reopen until 3:25 p.m.

State police, the Union County
Hazmat team, officials from the state
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection and Department of Transpor-
tation arrived at the scene.

Capt. Wayman said Hazmat and
DEP continue to investigate the event.

~Michael Pollack contributed

Prospect Street Fire
Displaces WF Family
WESTFIELD – A structure fire has

temporarily displaced one Westfield
family.

The fire occurred at 750 Prospect
Street, near the Franklin School dis-
trict, last Saturday, at 7 p.m.

 Firefighters had the flames under
control within 15 minutes.

According to Fire Chief Dan Kelly,
the fire was contained to the room of
origin – the first-floor living room.

Because the power could not be
restored, the Westfield/Mountainside
Red Cross had to relocate the family
to the Westfield Inn.

~Michael Pollack contributed

artificial turf playing field, a parking
lot and a playground area.  Parks and
Recreation Director Ray Poerio said
construction was expected to begin
“soon” and would hopefully be com-
pleted by the fall.  Referring to recent
news reports of high lead content in
some older artificial turf fields, Mayor
Martin Marks said township officials
had “made certain” that the turf to be
used was safe.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney intro-
duced five new police officers who
recently joined the department, in-
cluding Bradley Belford, Sean Silva,
Stan Pearson, Larkin Combs and
Urbano Alvarez-Diaz.  Chief
Mahoney also announced the promo-
tions of Michael Tardi and Matthew
Fugett to the rank of sergeant.

Mayor Marks issued a proclama-
tion declaring May to be Rescue
Squad Fund Drive Month, and issued
another honoring member Harold Hill
for 50 years of service to the rescue
squad.  A third proclamation recog-
nized Joseph Qutub on being hon-
ored as Volunteer of the Year by the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club.
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SPF BOE Begins
Strategic Planning

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) held an introductory meeting
to “kick-off” the district’s strategic
planning process Tuesday night, May
6. The New Jersey School Boards
Association (NJSBA) will lead the
process, which is scheduled to end in
February 2009. Joanne Borin, a
NJSBA representative, said, “Strate-
gic planning looks at where Scotch
Plains–Fanwood is today and then
envisions the future in five years.”

Administrators, staff and commu-
nity members will meet in May, June
and September. The committees will
present summaries in October. Ac-
tion plan committees will meet Octo-
ber through December.

Community members are asked to
volunteer. For more information, see
the BOE website at spfk12.org.

A Fanwood Life Saved – The
Human Face of EMS Week

FANWOOD – Ken Troy is not a
huge fan of television. So, when his
wife Evelyn watches in the living
room, he usually goes elsewhere and
leaves her alone in her chair. But on
the night of April 16, he decided to
stay in the living room, a random
change of routine that probably helped
save his wife’s life.

Mrs. Troy suddenly slumped in her
chair and became unresponsive. Mr.
Troy called 911 immediately, and a
minute later, Fanwood Police Officer
Kevin Stomber and Corporal Ron
Greco raced into the home carrying a
life-saving defibrillator. They imme-
diately began the steps of CPR and
attached the defibrillator pads to Mrs.
Troy’s chest. Within two or three min-
utes of their arrival, they had already
administered the first shock.

After another minute or so, the first
EMT from the Fanwood Rescue
Squad arrived to assist. The auto-
mated defibrillator voice announced
it was time to shock again and Corpo-
ral Greco did so. Within a minute of
the second shock, Mrs. Troy started
breathing again. Officer Stomber felt
a pulse on her carotid artery, and
EMT Tom Kranz felt a strong radial
pulse.

Almost at the same moment, the
rest of the cavalry arrived — more
members of the rescue squad and
paramedics from Muhlenberg Hos-
pital. By six or seven minutes into the
event, Mrs. Troy was breathing, and
her heartbeat returned. She was trans-
ported to Muhlenberg in the rescue
squad ambulance with the paramed-
ics monitoring her heart rate and res-
piration during the six-minute trip.

“I don’t remember a thing,” said
Mrs. Troy, three weeks later, back
home and doing well with her new
best friend, an implanted defibrilla-
tor/pacemaker. “I guess God decided
it wasn’t my time yet. We are so
grateful.”

Quick action, trained responders
and a little bit of luck all came to-
gether to keep Mrs. Troy alive a while
longer.

Those responding from the Fanwood
Rescue Squad were EMT’s Patty
Buckridee, Jim Drewes, Tom
FitzGibbon, Tom Kranz, Melissa
Padulsky and first responder Bob
Hoyer. Mr. Kranz and Ms. Padulsky
are both CPR instructors who are run-
ning free classes during EMS Week,
May 18 to 24, at the Fanwood Rescue
Squad building on Watson Road.
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See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

www.westfieldsmiles.com

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:

•

•

•

•

Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy.

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of
bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root
canal treatment. Implant
consultations, low dose
digital x-rays with up to
50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth sealants
and fluoride treatments. 

Get Acquainted
Special Offer

For $ 3 5 y o u
receive a complete
oral exam, x- r a y s ,

and screening
for gum disease.

Westfield Smiles

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Eliminate To o t h
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care a n d
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Lance Comments on Iraq,
Gas Prices, Hospital Closings

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A veteran legisla-
tor in Trenton, Leonard Lance said he
is the most experienced and has the
most organizational support to win a
seven-candidate Primary race for Con-
gress in the 7th District.

Mr. Lance, a member of the state
senate, representing the 23rd legisla-
tive district in Hunterdon County, said
he has tried to “stay on a positive,
optimistic plain” in his campaign, while
he said some of his opponents have
resorted to campaigns based on “nega-
tive and unfounded criticism.”

Addressing the “fiscal crisis” in New
Jersey, Mr. Lance said the state has
borrowed too much money and done
so without the approval of state voters.
He said New Jersey has “over-bor-
rowed over the last 10 years.”

“New Jersey’s debt is now third in the
nation. We are 11th in population, and
almost all the debt over the last decade
has occurred without voter approval,”
he said, noting that the debt is now in the
mid-$30-billion range.

Mr. Lance has sponsored legisla-
tion that would require all future debt
to be approved by voters. In 1997, the
state borrowed $3 billion, without voter
approval, to fund the state’s pension
system as supported by then-Republi-
can Governor Christine Whitman’s ad-
ministration, which Mr. Lance opposed
as a member of the General Assembly.
Republicans controlled both houses
in the Legislature at the time.

“I was punished by my own politi-
cal party for opposing it,” he said. “I
opposed it as a member of the assem-
bly budget committee, and as a result
of that, I was denied the chairmanship
of the assembly budget committee the
following January.”

In 2000, according to Mr. Lance,
the Whitman administration sought
legislative approval for another $8.5
billion in debt for construction of
schools without voter approval. He
added that the program was approved,
and later, “massive scandals” led to
the abolishment of the New Jersey
Schools Construction Corp.

Mr. Lance, in his role as senate
minority leader, sued Governor Jim
McGreevey and won after Mr.
McGreevey tried to borrow to pay
operating expenses in the state bud-
get. “That is the equivalent of mort-
gaging your house to pay your grocery
bills,” Mr. Lance said.

“The Supreme Court of New Jersey
agreed with me that we could no longer
do that in the future,” Mr. Lance said.

He said Governor Jon Corzine’s pro-
posal to borrow to monetize toll pro-
ceeds is not going to occur.

On the issue of rising gasoline prices,
he opposes placing “any more gasoline
in the strategic petroleum reserve…over
the next several months.” He said the
proposal would lower gasoline prices by
25 cents per gallon.

Long-term, he favors increasing tax
credits for solar and wind energy, ex-
ploration of petroleum from shale in
Western states, such as Colorado, Utah
and Wyoming, as well as oil drilling in
Texas.

Mr. Lance is opposed to drilling in
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
(ANWAR) in Alaska because of envi-

ronmental concerns.
He also favors tax credits for hybrid

vehicles, as well as “higher CAFE”
(Corporate Average Fuel Economy)
over time to improve automobile fuel
efficiency.

“I am convinced that American tech-
nology is such that if we have those
higher standards, Detroit automakers
will produce automobiles to meet those
standards,” he said.

Mr. Lance said it is important that
America lessen its “dependence” on
foreign oil. He supports cellulosic etha-
nol, which uses plant wastes, instead
of corn-based ethanol.

He said he would be “cautious”
before building more nuclear power
plants, noting his concerns of nuclear
waste disposal.

Speaking on the Iraq War, the candi-
date said, “I would demand much
greater political accountability in
Baghdad among Shias, the Sunnis and
the Kurds. I don’t believe cohesion
currently exists, and I think it’s the
responsibility of the Iraqi people them-
selves to build their democracy.”

Mr. Lance favors withdrawing surge
troops and said he “hopes more
progress can be made.”

“I do not think, however, that we
can withdraw all of our troops precipi-
tously, but certainly, I hope there is
further progress after the withdrawal
of the five brigades [surge troops] by
the middle of the summer,” he said. He
said General David Petraeus would
impose a 45-day pause following the
surge withdrawal.

“But then, after that, I hope we can
have a glide path out of Iraq. I do not
think we can do this overnight, but
certainly, our goal as a nation should
be making sure the Iraqi people move
forth in defending themselves,” Mr.
Lance said.

On the closing of New Jersey hospi-
tals, including Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield, he said as
a state legislator, he wants “to provide
greater funds for hospitals across New
Jersey.”

He said Muhlenberg’s closing would
impact other regional hospitals, includ-
ing Overlook in Summit, Somerset and
Hunterdon Medical Center and JFK in
Edison.

“We have a system in New Jersey
where everyone has access to hospital
care. We don’t have two tiers of hospi-
tals. Some states have for-profit hos-
pitals and charitable hospitals. All of
the hospitals in New Jersey are chari-
table,” said Mr. Lance.

He said some patients are overusing
emergency rooms, and “that situation
has to change.” He said the state must
“do a better job of monitoring the use
of emergency rooms” and said he op-
poses switching to a for-profit hospi-
tal system in New Jersey.

He said reforms are needed, includ-
ing tort reform, to decrease the num-
ber of medical care lawsuits, which,
he said, is driving up the cost of medi-
cal bills.

All videos of the seven GOP 7th
Congressional District candidates will
be posted by early next week at
.goleader.com/08Congress. Four of the
candidate videos are already posted.
Candidate  stories will appear in The
Leader/Times over the next two weeks.

EAT UP THE PRAISES…Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, right, Union
County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, left, and Roselle Park Clerk Doreen
Cali, who also is the current president of the Union County Municipal Clerks
Association, gathered at the buffet at the County Clerk’s annual luncheon in
honor of Municipal Clerks Week. This year’s luncheon was held at the Commu-
nity Food Bank of New Jersey in Hillside on May 7.

Softball Game to Benefit
Sheriff’s Lifesaver Program
ELIZABETH — Union County

Corrections Officers and Sheriff’s
Officers will play each other in the
first-ever Freeholder’s Charitable
Cup Softball game on Saturday, June
21, starting at 1 p.m. at Warinanco
Park in Elizabeth as a fundraiser to
benefit Sheriff Ralph Froehlich’s
Project Lifesaver program.

Project Lifesaver helps individu-
als with autism, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease or other debilitating disorders
by outfitting them with a watch-
sized transmitter, which can be
tracked by the Sheriff’s Search and
Rescue Unit if the individual is re-
ported missing or lost.

Tickets for the game are $10, with
all proceeds going toward Project
Lifesaver. Tickets can be purchased
by calling Undersheriff Gerald
Green at (908) 527-4450; Jim
Roche, president of PBA Local 199
(corrections officers), at (908) 527-
1333 or (877) 424-1234.

 The winner of the game will be
awarded the first annual
Freeholder’s Charitable Cup after
the game, which will be played on
diamond 2 at the park. The winner
will hold the cup for a full year until
the following year’s rematch. (A
rain date will be announced shortly.)

“We are working with Sheriff
Froehlich to raise money to pur-
chase the equipment for this worth-
while program while raising aware-
ness about it throughout the county
so we can expand enrollment in the
program,” Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada said.

Project Lifesaver, a national pro-
gram, was initiated locally  by Sher-
iff Froehlich and Morris County
Sheriff Edward Rochford, and it
has since spread throughout the
state.

Now, New Jersey is the only state
in the nation with complete cover-
age for the program in every county,
according to a Union County press
release.

The lightweight, battery-operated

transmitters used through Project
Lifesaver can be tracked for miles,
with densely populated areas cut-
ting back on the range. Each device
has a radio signal that broadcasts
the radio signal 24 hours a day.

The wristband transmitters cost
about $285 each and $15 monthly
for batteries and maintenance.

A transmitter worn by an Eliza-
beth man  years ago helped Sheriff’s
Officers using the Project Lifesaver
program to rescue him within two
hours of the 74-year-old man’s dis-
appearance, a county spokesman
said.

Speaking of the game, Sheriff
Froehlich said, “The reason this is
going to be a great battle is that all
players will see the importance of
the game — helping people in need,”
he said. “Project Lifesaver benefits
people of all age groups.”

The sheriff said he plans on par-
ticipating in the game.

The corrections officers’ team has
won two of the last three Police
League Championships.

“We have extra motivation be-
cause it is for a good cause, and we
want to show that we are one of the
elite teams in the county,” Undersh-
eriff Green said.

Mr. Roche said, “We [PBA No.
199] are honored to participate, and
we are looking forward to raising
money for the Sheriff’s program.”

Lautenberg Introduces Bill
To Take Action Against OPEC

Campaign Release, United States Senate

U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-
NJ)  has introduced legislation to
force action against the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) for its “anti-competi-
tive practices and illegal export quo-
tas on oil,” which has led to higher
gas prices in the United States.

 “While OPEC and the oil compa-
nies have seen record profits, Ameri-
can families are paying record gas
prices at the pump,” Mr. Lautenberg
said. “The illegal actions of OPEC
nations have gone on too long, and it
is time to stand up to this cartel and
protect the interests of the American
people.”

Mr. Lautenberg’s bill would re-
quire the United States trade repre-
sentative to initiate consultations with
countries that are members of both
OPEC and the World Trade Organi-
zation (WTO). If consultations failed,
the United States would request that
the WTO convene a dispute settle-
ment panel to judge the case. If the
case were decided in the United State’s
favor, OPEC would be required to
cease its “illegal operations” or the
United States would be able to im-
pose trade remedies.

 OPEC consists of 13 of the world’s
largest oil-producing nations, produc-
ing slightly more than one-third of
the world’s oil, with 75 percent of the
known reserves.

 Eight of the OPEC nations — Ec-
uador, Indonesia, Kuwait, Nigeria,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab
Emirates and Venezuela — are mem-
bers of the WTO. Iraq, Iran, Libya
and Algeria are seeking admission
into the WTO.

 Under WTO rules, countries are
prohibited from placing restrictions

on exports. Despite this prohibition,
through negotiations, OPEC sets ex-
port quotas for each of its member
nations and is able to exercise control
over the international price of oil.

“OPEC’s manipulation of the oil
market has been a major factor in the
dramatic increase in gas prices, which
have more than tripled since 2002,
rising from $1.10 per gallon to $3.60
today, with many analysts forecast-
ing $4 per gallon this summer,” Mr.
Lautenberg said.

 The bill, the OPEC Accountability
Act of 2008 (S-2964), is based on
similar legislation Mr. Lautenberg
first introduced in 2004.

UCUA’s Sunil Garg to
Receive Asian Award
NEW YORK, NY — Sunil Garg,

executive director of the Union County
Utilities Authority, will be recognized
at the Seventh Annual Outstanding 50
Asian Americans in Business Award
to be held Wednesday, May 28, at the
Waldorf Astoria Hotel.

This year’s honorees were selected
throughout the United States and rep-
resent a group of Asian-American
ethnic backgrounds — Chinese, Ko-
rean, South Asian, Filipino, Thai, Viet-
namese and Japanese.

“The support and participation of
our sponsors is an important factor
in the success of the program, which
has enabled the program to grow
tremendously year after year. Be-
sides honoring individual accom-
plishments, the award increases
awareness of cultural diversity and
creates new opportunities for corpo-
rations to strengthen contact with
the growing Asian-American com-
munity,” said John Wang, president
of The Asian-American Business
Development Center.

Andrews to Hold
Meeting in Westfield
WESTFIELD — Rep. Rob

Andrews (D-1, Haddon Heights),
challenging United States Senator
Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) in the Tues-
day, June 3, Primary Election, will
hold a Town Hall Meeting in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building this Sunday, May
18, from 5 to 7 p.m. The public is
invited to attend. The municipal build-
ing is located on East Broad Street
next to Mindowaskin Park.

goleader.com
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Freeholders Give Consent
To Sell Parcel to Swim Club

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
gave their consent last Thursday to
sell four acres of property adjacent to
Runnells Specialized Hospital to the
Berkeley Aquatic Club, located on
Springfield Avenue in Berkeley
Heights.

Jonathan Williams, counsel for the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity (UCIA), said the approval of the
resolution sets the stage for the UCIA
to sell the unutilized parcel to the
swim club for $1.6 million. He said the
club, owned by the head of the United
States Olympic Swim Club, Jim Wood,
wants to construct a new pool. He said
as part of the purchase, the pool would
be available to Runnels patients for
rehabilitation treatments.

“This is very preliminary. There
are a number of significant approvals
that are needed from Berkeley
Heights,” Mr. Williams said.

Al Faella, director of the Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
solve, told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that if the transaction were to go
through, the money would go into the
county’s budget as surplus for the
2009 budget, at the earliest.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said, the
sale of the lot comes “at a time when
governments are stretched to the limit.”

“To get nearly $2 million in rev-
enue is an unbelievable achievement,”
Mr. Sullivan said. He called the agree-
ment “a win-win for everybody.”

The board also approved an addi-
tional $392,800 of county funds to a
contract with Joseph Jingoli & Son,
Inc. of Lawrenceville for site
remediation of the Venneri Complex
on North Avenue in Westfield. Re-
moval of the storage garages will
begin shortly, with remediation of the
Venneri building that houses the
county clerk’s annex office, the county
superintendent of schools, the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension, and the divi-
sions of consumer affairs,weights and
measures to begin later.

The $10.5 million project will in-
clude a new 49,000 square-foot ve-
hicle storage facility and office build-
ing, which will include rooftop park-
ing spaces.

Westfield resident John Devitt said
he was concerned about the storage
facility, noting Westfield residents
turned down a referendum to build a
parking garage four years ago.

“It [deck referendum] got
squashed,” he said.

Mr. Devitt described the county-
owned Ralph G. Froehlich Public
Safety Building, located adjacent to
where the new building will be con-
structed, as enormous. He said the
Froehlich building is too big for a
town the size of Westfield.

Mr. Devitt asked for a “get to-

gether” with county officials to en-
sure that the new building “blends
into the character of Westfield.” He
said the county gave “little communi-
cation” ahead of time before the
Westfield Planning Board last year
on the appearance of the Froehlich
site.

At the May 6, Westfield Town
Council meeting, he said, “It’s [the
new building] a large, bulky North
Avenue structure.”

Joe Graziano, director of engineer-
ing and public works, responded that,
“We [the county] are working closely
with Westfield” on the project in such
areas as parking issues during the
construction phase. He said the county
building’s appearance “was an-
nounced.”

Mr. Graziano said the new facility
would be “just a little larger than the
building that is up now.”

“I think quite a few people are
upset” about the size of the new build-
ing, Mr. Devitt told the freeholders.

Mr. Graziano said he would com-
municate with Mr. Devitt as construc-
tion moves forward.

The board also introduced an ordi-
nance to offer cards to non-Union
County residents to play golf at the
county’s three public golf courses. Mr.
Faella said the cards would allow golf-
ers to receive a $10 discount on out-of-
county resident green fees. He said the
discounts were suggested by county
residents and golf professionals as a
way of increasing the use of courses
on weekdays, thus, increasing rev-
enue. Officials have said the golf
courses lost $500,000 last year.

Cranford resident, Gail Opacity,
asked the county for assistance in the
cleanup of Sperry Pond on Mohawk
Drive in the township. In a statement
she read from the Sunny Acres Civic
Association, it said a pipe connecting
the pond to the adjacent Rahway River
is in “disrepair” and is “a contribut-
ing factor” to the deterioration of the
pond.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident, said the county
has been working to improve its parks,
with public safety as its main con-
cern. She said a Cranford newspaper
was “a little one-sided” in their re-
porting by not seeking county offi-
cials comments.

She said Cranford did some work
in the area without properly notifying
the county.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Did your career path leave a trail of retirement 
plans behind?

401(k)s and IRAs are a cost-efficient, effective and 
tax-friendly way to save for your future. But if you’ve 
changed jobs, moved companies or struck out on your 
own, you may have a number of retirement plans that 
were left behind. Whether retirement is imminent or 
years away, now’s the time to consolidate those plans 
and have your Smith Barney Financial Advisor align 
them with your overall financial strategy. Consolidating 
into an IRA not only makes your life simpler, there are 
a number of other advantages as well:

• Enhanced integration with your overall financial plan
• Improve asset allocation and diversification
• Disciplined estate planning
• More efficient fee structure

Find out how we can help consolidate your 
retirement plans—

Linda M. Gelson
First Vice President–Wealth Management
Financial Planning Specialist

Smith Barney
140 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07091
(908) 518-5402
www.fa.smithbarney.com/gelson/

INVESTMENT PRODUCTS: NOT FDIC INSURED. NO BANK GUARANTEE. MAY LOSE VALUE
© 2008 Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC. Securities are offered through Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Smith Barney is a division and service mark 
of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and its affiliates and is used and registered throughout the world and does not provide tax or legal advice—Consult your 
tax or legal advisor for guidance. Citi and Citi with Arc Design are trademarks and service marks of Citigroup Inc. and its affiliates, and are used and regis-
tered throughout the world. Working WealthSM is a service mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and Citibank are affiliated
companies under the common control of Citigroup Inc.

S A P P H I R E
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 750 $409 $368
FULL ea. pc. 890 $499 $449
QUEEN set 2020 $1099 $989
KING set 2990 $1649 $1484

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 300 $149 $134
FULL ea. pc. 420 $229 $206

J A D E
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 550 $299 $269
FULL ea. pc. 700 $389 $350
QUEEN set 1620 $899 $809
KING set 2420 $1349 $1214

C R Y S T A L
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 410 $219 $197
FULL ea. pc. 550 $299 $269
QUEEN set 1260 $699 $629
KING set 1940 1049 $944

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR.*

Factory Authorized Price Reduction.

What an incredible, once-a-year opportunity to purchase the world’s finest mattress! 
Unparalleled comfort and quality have been the hallmarks of every Shifman hand-tufted 

mattress since 1893. They’re entirely handmade in the USA, utilizing only the finest cotton 
felt upholstery. What’s more, each boxspring is 8-way hand-tied with fine Italian twine. 

So, don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping. 

Save 35%-50% 
Plus an additional 10%

on closeout covers only

*On Our Entire Shifman CollectionNow thru Memorial Day, May 26th.

10
DAYS

ONLY

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623
Sale Hours: Monday - Friday 10-9 • Saturday 10-5:30 • SUNDAY 1-5

Beat the August 1st Price Increase!

McGreeveys Reach Accord
In Divorce Settlement

Former governor Jim McGreevey
and his estranged wife, Dina Matos
McGreevey, have reached an accord
on custody of their 6-year-old daugh-
ter. They returned to the Union County
Courthouse on Monday to settle the
remaining issues, including alimony
and child support, The Asbury Park
Press reported.
Meadowlands Commission Kills
EnCap Development Proposal
The New Jersey Meadowlands

Commission voted last Wednesday
to cut ties with EnCap Golf Holdings,
a Florida-based developer, to build
golf courses and a luxury condo vil-
lage atop four retired landfills, ac-
cording to The Record.

Developer Donald Trump took over
the EnCap project in November amid
financial difficulties with promises
for one of the “finest [golf courses] of
its kind anywhere in the world.”

Reacting to the commission’s vote,
Mr. Trump said: “This job will sit in
court for years. Lawsuits are being
drawn up already. It’s a very sad end-
ing to something that could have been
great.”

He added: “This is why New Jersey
doesn’t work.”

Governor Jon Corzine said the com-
mission would use “the legal rem-
edies available to ensure a speedy
completion of the needed environ-
mental remediation” of the site.

Ex-Corzine Communications
Head Takes Job With Kennedy
Anthony Coley, Jon Corzine’s former

communications director in his U.S.
Senate office in Washington and, later,
in the Governor’s office in Trenton, was
hired as the new communications di-
rector to U.S. Senator Ted Kennedy,
politickernj.com has reported.

Myers, Kelly Trade Barbs
In 3rd District GOP Race

The Congressional Republican race
in the 3rd District in South Jersey has
heated up. Chris Myers and Jack Kelly
are vying for the nomination to face
Democratic State Senator John Adler
for the open Congressional seat in the
fall. Veteran Rep. Jim Saxton, a Re-
publican, is retiring from Congress.

Mr. Myers criticized Mr. Kelly’s
former employment with the South
Jersey Transportation Authority and
payments Mr. Kelly received in lieu
of health benefits as an Ocean County
freeholder, while employed as an air-
port analyst and business manager at
Atlantic City International Airport,
the Press of Atlantic City reported.

Mr. Kelly blasted Mr. Myers, a vice
president with Lockheed Martin, for
donating to Senator Frank
Lautenberg’s (D-NJ) campaign and
for missing 25 percent of the Medford
council meetings, while serving as
the town’s mayor.

“He was elected to do a job and
doesn’t show up for work. I show up
for work,” Mr. Kelly said.

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Martin Marks Receives
Right to Life Endorsement

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Mar-
tin Marks, Republican candidate for
Congress in the 7th Congressional
District, has won the endorsement of
New Jersey’s largest and oldest pro-
life political action committee – New
Jersey Right to Life PAC.

“I am honored to have the endorse-
ment of the New Jersey Right to Life
PAC (NJRTL PAC). I am proudly
both a social and fiscal conservative,”
Mr. Marks said.“In Congress, I will
stand up for New Jersey’s strong sense
of family and community. I vow to
protect the right of life from concep-
tion until natural death. I will work
closely with the other Congressional
conservatives from New Jersey to pro-
tect taxpayers from the social liberals’
agenda of redefining family values.”

“In this election, voters are seeing
an array of candidates who are loosely
defining themselves as conservative.
I find it hypocritical that some candi-
dates would carry such a banner know-

ing that it’s invalid and lacks depth.”
“This endorsement is a testament

for those who are truly conservative
on all fronts, and I am honored to have
been recognized by the leadership of
the NJRTL PAC as such,” Mr. Marks
said.

Citing the need to keep the 7th
Congressional seat pro-life, NJRTL-
PAC Director Marie Tasy said that
Mr. Marks is the candidate best suited
to fulfill that goal. “I am convinced
that Martin Marks is the strongest
pro-life candidate in the race.”

“This endorsement will provide a
strong base of voters in both the pri-
mary and general election from which
he can build for victory. NRTL-PAC
will utilize its various resources to
help elect Martin Marks to Congress,”
Ms. Tasy said.

Tom Mineo Named
Civil Engineer of Year
ELIZABETH – The American Society

of Civil Engineers has named Union County
engineer, Tom Mineo, the 2008 Central
Jersey Branch Civil Engineer of the Year.

 Mr. Mineo has a degree in civil engi-
neering from Princeton University.  While
working in the private sector for 35 years,
Mr. Mineo focused on structural and
environmental engineering.

Whitman: ‘We Need to Put
Our Fiscal House in Order’

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – With less than
three weeks to go to the Primary
Election, Kate Whitman is working
to distinguish herself as more con-
servative than her mother, former
Governor Christine Whitman.

“The last name does come with
pros and cons. I have very high
name ID...  So I need to spend my
resources defining myself,” she said.
“I am a little bit more on the conser-
vative side than her [mother] on
some social issues. I am Pro Choice
but I don’t believe in partial birth
abortion. I believe in parental noti-
fication, and I don’t think the state
should be funding abortions.”

On the issues, she said her cam-
paign is based on her “six point plan”
on “fiscal conservative” issues to cut
federal taxes and spending.

She said, having worked for
former Rep. Christopher Cox (R-
Cal.) when he was chairman of the
Homeland Security Committee, she
was in Washington when it was “the
height of Republican spending.”

“I think we need to change that.
We need to get our fiscal house in
order. We need to get back on the
right track. And I think Democrats
got into office in 2006 really talking
about making changes and, for what
I can see, what they have done is
hold hearings…but they haven’t
passed any legislation that can help
us,” Ms. Whitman said.

She said voters’ biggest concerns
are “taxes and gas” prices. She sup-
ports eliminating the Alternative Mini-
mum Tax, and making the federal tax
cuts of 2001 and 2002 permanent.

“What the House passed…will be
the largest single [tax] increase in
American history. And that’s $3,000
more per average American family
by 2012. That’s no way to solve our
economic problems,” Ms. Whitman
said. “When you cut taxes you create
jobs. It’s always happened under
Democrats and Republicans.”

Addressing rising prices at the
gas pump and energy efficiency,
Ms. Whitman said “a combination”

of solutions are needed. “I think it
needs to be a combination of wind and
solar. We are never going to be fully off
oil, but we need to move away from
foreign oil. And I think we need to look
more at nuclear [energy],” she said,
noting that 30 percent of New Jersey
homes are heated with nuclear power
compared to 20 percent for the rest of
the country. She said France and Ger-
many utilize 80 percent of their power
through nuclear plants.

“It’s a clean, safe source of energy and
I really think we need to look at that,” Ms.
Whitman said. She said building a nuclear
plant in the U.S. would take nine years
due to the numerous restrictions placed
on them. She favors nuclear plants over
building more refineries.

Ms. Whitman supports drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
(ANWAR) in Alaska “if it’s done in a
safe way for the environment.”

On the Iraq War, she said America
“needs to finish our work in Iraq and
Afghanistan and we need to bring our
troops home.”

“But we have to do that while we
protect American interests. And to me
that does not mean giving a public
timeline,” she said. The daughter of a
Vietnam War veteran, Ms. Whitman
said military strategy should remain
“with the Generals in the field.”

Speaking on the health care industry,
she met with professionals from the
pharmaceutical and insurance compa-
nies, as well as doctors. “They all want
the same thing – people to have access to
long-term health care and in-home care
and prevention,” Ms. Whitman said. She
opposes “socialized health care.”

As a mother of twin boys, she is
running for Congress “because I care
about the future for my kids and I don’t
see problems getting solved.”

In closing, “I think all the [other six]
candidates are great. I think we are
working really hard and I wouldn’t
count anyone out,” she said. “We all
offer something a little bit different,
which I think is good for our party.”

All videos of the seven GOP 7th Con-
gressional District candidates are being
posted at .goleader.com/08Congress. All
of them will posted by early next week.
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By Sal Caruana
Westfield Councilman Ward 1

As the public discussion of the recent
proposal to increase overtime parking
violations in Westfield from $20 to $32
continues, it appears from recent letters to
the editor that the financial facts need to
be better explained and more fully under-
stood.

In 2007, the Town of Westfield issued
27,444 parking tickets of which 16,306
were for overtime parking at meters or in
pay station lots. The total revenue gener-
ated from all classes of parking violations
was $660,120.

The expenses of parking enforcement
were these: $315,606 paid to the state
($11.50 from each violation); $415,000
paid in salaries, wages and benefits for
our enforcement staff (five officers, 1.5
clerical assistants and one supervisor);
$130,000 expense allocation in court costs
(25 percent of the court’s annual expenses,
which equal the proportion of its case
load from parking violations); and $5,000
paid in miscellaneous costs (gas, equip-
ment and supplies). The total of all ex-
penses was $865,606.

As you can see, the financial result of
parking enforcement in 2007 was a net
loss of $205,486. Some of our stakehold-
ers believe that a “culture” of parking
enforcement exists because the net in-
come from parking tickets is a major
source of revenue for the town. The num-
bers prove otherwise, and also make very
clear that any possible benefit from en-
forcement is not in the economics of
enforcement.

Where are the benefits? Enforcement
encourages the turnover of parking spaces,
and the benefits can be found in the im-
proved economics for both the town and
our downtown businesses that result from
more turnover and higher and better utili-
zation of our parking assets.

Specifically, the economic benefit of
parking turnover to the town is in higher
pay station and meter income, which was
$1,035,635 in 2007. The economic ben-
efit for our businesses is to be found in a
more efficient parking system that through
enforcement encourages higher turnover,
more available parking and more oppor-

Financial Facts Explained on
Westfield Parking Economics

Westfield News

tunities for shoppers to find accessible
parking. This, in turn, attracts and sup-
ports larger numbers of customers and
visitors to our downtown and its busi-
nesses.

The utilization statistics support the
success of this strategy as well. Our 966
meter and pay station parking spaces are
averaging 125,000 uses per month (1.5
million uses per year) and our system
would be far less efficient or supportive
of local business in an environment of
meter feeding and overtime parking.

Many of our business owners under-
stand this and at a Downtown Westfield
Corporation meeting late last year some
argued strongly that the town’s policy of
free holiday parking at meters should be
for two weeks rather than four because
they believed the lack of turnover they
personally observed was negatively im-
pacting their businesses at the worst pos-
sible time. This is reflective of a parking
management theory called “the high costs
of free parking.”

In 2007, the total gain from pay station
and meter income ($1,035,000) and the
loss from enforcement ($205,000) resulted
in net parking revenue of $839,000 for the
town. This income is used in the munici-
pal budget for the benefit of all property
taxpayers, including our downtown prop-
erty owners, and ultimately helps to re-
duce potential property tax increases. So
too will any increase in overtime parking
fines, which last year would have im-
pacted only 1.1 percent (16,306) of our
1.5 million uses while generating almost
$196,000 in additional revenue.

As a result of deep cuts in state aid to
municipalities ($411,000 less to Westfield
in 2008) and a projected decline in other
town revenues due to a changing economy,
new revenue raising and cost cutting
measures are urgently needed for the ben-
efit of the town and its taxpayers if during
this state-wide fiscal crisis we are to suc-
ceed in maintaining the services and pro-
grams that distinguish the outstanding
quality of life in Westfield.

Sal Caruana
Westfield Councilman

HOPS to Holds Car Wash to Help
Raise Money for Cancer Awareness

Rational Parking Policy
Needed in Westfield

I wholeheartedly support local mer-
chants such as Joe Spector and Greg
Gwyn-Williams as they struggle to drag
Westfield kicking and screaming into a
rational parking policy. After 31 years in
this area (29 in Westfield), I rarely ven-
ture into Westfield to shop anymore be-
cause of the frustration involved with
parking.

Neighboring towns have constructed
parking garages and have instituted con-
sumer-friendly parking laws designed to
stimulate retail trade. While I respect that
Westfield residents steadfastly hold on
the community’s “colonial” charm, it is
time to face the facts — Westfield desper-
ately needs more parking or it will suffer
great economic distress.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

My name is Rob Coloney, and I am a
member of Team HOPS (Helping Other
People Survive), an American Cancer
Society group based in Winfield Park. I
am a high school senior at St. Peter’s Prep
in Jersey City and we are rallying to raise
money for the Relay for Life this June for
Roselle Park. Why? We have been di-
rectly affected by this heinous disease.

Tammy Giannobile, a deceased local
schoolteacher and mother of HOPS co-
founders Anthony, 18, and Daria, 15, is
the reason why we care about Relay for
Life and the American Cancer Society so
much. Our group, composed of about 30
individuals, spends weekends planning,
phoning, and raising money and aware-
ness in any way possible. Tammy died
one year ago, and in her honor, we have a
few events planned in the upcoming month
to continually raise awareness, money,
and hope to those still battling. This dis-
ease really hit home for us, and if a group
of high school kids can realize it, think of
what the world can do.

Our first major event is a car wash,
which will be held in Scotch Plains at the
Center for Hope hospice. This will take

place on Saturday, May 10, from 11 a.m.
until 4 p.m. The Center for Hope is Union
County’s largest non-profit organization,
New Jersey’s largest non-profit hospice,
and one of the most respected hospices in
the country. My grandmother, Peggy
Coloney, started this hospice in the early
1980’s, with a dream that those who were
terminally ill could receive healthcare
without having to worry about cost.

Today, through my father’s guidance
(after my grandmother’s passing in 2003),
the center is larger than ever, and has just
opened a 30-bed inpatient facility, where
our car wash will be held. Tammy was a
patient at the center during the final months
of her battle. This truly shows how a
community can join together so tremen-
dously.

Our entire team will be there, washing
cars for a minimal fee of $6, or $10
(includes air freshener and team Live
Strong band). All proceeds go directly to
the American Cancer Society. For more
information, e-mail
teamhops@gmail.com.

Rob Coloney
Scotch Plains

Former Westfielder in Alaska Urges
Stop to Unnecessary Fingerprinting

I’m a former resident of Westfield. I
went to Tamaques, Edison Jr. High and
Westfield High. I live in Anchorage and
San Francisco now. I wanted to share
with my hometown newspaper a disturb-
ing development in the business commu-
nity — this frightening obsession with
collecting fingerprints on innocent people
(Westfield residents too) has gone to new
extremes.

I am leading a national movement chal-
lenging the powerful AICPA (American
Institute of CPAs). They have astonish-
ingly decided to allow a foreign data-
mining company, ChoicePoint, access to
tens-of-thousands of U.S. fingerprints.

Haven’t we surrendered enough pri-
vacy? This obsession with collecting fin-
gerprints of innocent people is just wrong.
Accountants should not take the CPA
exam until this new, risky Orwellian pro-
gram is shut down.

For the first time in 121 years, the
AICPA is forcing examinees to submit
fingerprints “for identification purposes”
— or be forever barred from the CPA
exam regardless of identification pre-
sented. One candidate showed his pass-
port, license, Social Security card – even

a birth certificate – but was prevented
from testing due to insufficient identifi-
cation.

Passports are sufficient identification
to travel the world and enter the U.S.A. –
but not to take the CPA exam?

Dr. James Wayman, director of the
National Biometrics Test Center, said
these systems are notoriously prone to
false negatives – “I personally know some-
one who washed their hands during an
exam break, and wasn’t recognized by
the scanner due to the new moisture state
of their fingers.”

Data-broker ChoicePoint is storing the
fingerprints – the same company hit with
the largest fine in Federal Trade Commis-
sion history ($15 million) for “making
false and misleading statements” about
privacy policies, violating privacy rights
and Federal laws. ChoicePoint sold highly
confidential information of over 163,000
Americans to Nigerian criminal gangs —
and recently announced its being acquired
by foreign data-miner ReedElsevier.

This puts us all at risk.

Jason Giaimo, President
NetGainConsultants, Anchorage

SP Book Sale Now on
‘Must Go To’ List

The recent book sale at the Scotch
Plains Public Library was once again a
big success!

As a member of the Friend’s of the
Library, I was pleased to chair this won-
derful effort that earned over $10,000 for
the library’s future projects. We received
over 16,000 items in donations – and area
residents were lining up to get in. Our
separate children’s book sale the week-
end prior was another reason for this
year’s success. A while back, the sale
brought in only a few hundred dollars, but
now we are on the “must go to” list of
dealers and book lovers throughout the
area.

Needless to say, none of this could
have occurred without the help of many
dedicated volunteers. We thought pub-
licly recognizing our volunteers would be
the best way of expressing our gratitude.
If we inadvertently omitted anyone or
misspelled any names, we apologize.

“Friends” are grateful to: Friends presi-
dent Bob Cjaza, Ann Twu, John and
Marianne Nolan, Marla and Tom Russo,
Leslie Bass, Judy Megaro, Dave
Steigerwald, Liz Trifiro (and children),
Bob Nelson, Karen Woessner, Bob
Lariviere, Sadie Schoss, Thena Rosohl,
Cheryl Moleen, Nancy Eisenberth, Louise
Boyton, Laura Schank, Arielle Zvaro,
Jackie Borg, Mary Blanes, Eileen
Reynolds, Brigid Marinaro, Jazmyn
Carrington, Ellie Kramps, Cheryl Kelly,
Mae Deas, Feather Foster, Mary
Robinson, Peter Toth, Michelle Wyra,
Laura Swidersky, Elaine Chinoy, Pat
Hennessy, Alice Henderson, Mary Claire
Hahn, Kathy Motyka, Sasha Friedman,
Susan Frick, Eileen McCourt, Judy
Joshua, Amy Landers, Joe and Chris
Quarto, Joyce Marshall, Mildred Taylor,
Steve Henderson, Jake and Mary Beth
Cregg, Nancy Butkiewicz, Padma
Marikar, Lorraine Kalucki, Mike
Mulligan, Alan Solomon, Betty Vliet,
Dill Gaddis and special thanks to Jeff
Marks and Hollis Wang.

Special recognition needs to be given
to Bob Czaja, President of Friends, who
selflessly gives his time; Leslie Bass and
Marla Russo, who organized volunteers,
Ann Twu, who ran the children’s sale,
Stephen Henderson and Joe and Chris
Quarto for the setup and breakdown, Judy
Megaro, who created signage, and Susan
Frick, who sells books all year for us
online.

We are also grateful to the area resi-
dents who donated items for the sale. We
are delighted to have received support
from local businesses, including the press,
PTA, board of education, Mayor Martin
Marks and those in town hall for helping
spread the word.

And finally, none of this would have
been possible without the leadership of
Library Director Meg Kolaya and the
assistance of her staff. They were sup-
portive and good-natured about the many
calls and questions, and have made it
possible for the library to grow and be-
come a hub of community activity and
resources.

I’d like to add my personal thanks.
Every contribution was welcome and
needed, and we hope that everyone in-
volved comes to our June meeting as a
“Friend” so we can build on this year’s
success.

Lori Klein
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

Reader Compliments
This Is Westfield

Last week’s This Is Westfield 2008 was
the best ever. It was filled with informa-
tion on organizations, clubs, schools,
stores, government officials and every-
thing anyone would need to know about
our town. It was particularly bright, hand-
some, easy to read and full of facts.

This Is Westfield is a wonderful source
for all of us in the year to come. The
Westfield Leader is to be commended for
publishing this resource. Thank you for
providing this.

Fran Gold, Pres. Volunteer Board
Miller-Cory House Museum

It’s Time to Discuss What’s Best for Westfield
And to End Name-Calling over Parking Fines

Westfield Police Should Protect
Children At Nursery Parade

Public Antics Don’t Contribute To
Good Local Governance

If last week’s antics at the township council’s
budget meeting didn’t convince people that the at-
mosphere in Scotch Plains has gotten truly ugly, then
nothing will.

When a political party chairman who is also a
candidate for local office publicly utters an obscen-
ity not once, but twice at a meeting, is threatened
with expulsion for being disruptive and then makes
deliberate physical contact with his chief nemesis on
his way out of the meeting, it is evidence to us of
someone who needs to rein themselves in and avoid
such childish behavior in the future. Richard Samuel,
the township Democratic chairman who is seeking a
council seat this fall, needs to learn how to control
himself, especially if he is elected and expects to be
a productive member of the governing body.

Unfortunately, Mr. Samuel’s actions last week
were not an aberration. He has disrupted other meet-
ings since becoming party chairman after the 2006
municipal elections. His outbursts last week came
when the object of much of Mr. Samuel’s scorn,
Mayor Martin Marks, and Democratic Councilman
and mayoral candidate Kevin Glover engaged in
some heated discussions about the 2008 municipal
budget. A year ago, Mr. Samuel also disrupted a
budget meeting by trying to come to Mr. Glover’s
defense during an argument between the mayor and
Mr. Glover. Earlier this year at a conference meeting,

after Mr. Samuel was denied copies of documents
being furnished to council members, he stood next to
where Mayor Marks was sitting and said he would
read those documents over the mayor’s shoulder.
This led to a 15-minute closed session with the
council deciding to deny Mr. Samuel’s request for
the documents.

We’ve always believed that the heads of our local
political parties should focus their energies on get-
ting their candidates elected — and then getting out
of the way so that those elected officials can effec-
tively do their jobs. And this has been the case for the
most part. Mr. Samuel obviously believes differ-
ently, for he has injected himself heavily in the
deliberations of the township council for the past
year-and-a-half. At times, he has behaved as if he is
the sixth member of the five-member council, and
it’s had a disruptive effect on local governance.

This is as local as politics gets in our system of
government. Until recently, teamwork and coopera-
tion were the watchwords in small towns such as
Scotch Plains — regardless of how many Democrats
or Republicans were on the township council. It’s
unfortunate that the level of hostility in the township
government continues to increase. Given that it’s an
election year, we’re not confident that matters will
improve. Perhaps it’s up to the public to tell the
partisans to cool it.

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

At the risk of continuing an unfortu-
nate dispute that should be put to rest, I
must respond to the letter written by the
Westfield Mayor and Town Council about
me in the latest [May 8] edition of The
Westfield Leader. Some who signed the
letter may be unaware of who threw the
first punch.

My comments regarding Mr. Caruana
were a direct response to the personal
attack that he had made about me in the
April 24 edition of the Record Press. Mr.
Caruana chose to attack me because I
believe that neither the Chamber of Com-
merce, nor the DWC, has been an advo-
cate for the merchants on the subject of
aggressive ticketing and increased park-
ing fines. Mr. Caruana’s response to my
opinion was, “That’s either rhetoric or
it’s ignorance.” I was highly offended.
No one likes to be called names – espe-
cially basically being called stupid.

I understand that the town council is
supportive of each other. But clearly, the
85 merchants, property owners and resi-
dents who have joined me in creating the
Westfield Community Action Group
agree that there is something lacking.

I was on the town council for six years

and never then would anyone have been
so demeaning and disrespectful to a citi-
zen.

It is disappointing that this has degen-
erated into name-calling rather than dis-
cussing solutions to the overzealous park-

ing department and increased fines.
It’s time to end personal attacks and get

down to doing what’s best for the town.

Norman Greco
Westfield

As per usual the many nursery schools
paraded through Mindowaskin Park on
April 30. Hundreds of children, parents
and grandparents attended, but where were
the Westfield Police (located just next to
the park)?

They were not crossing the children,
teachers and others at East Broad Street
into the park or at Mountain Avenue
where many were walking their children
to the event, while pushing strollers.

They were, as usual, chalking all the
tires of the cars parked along Elmer Street
and other 2-hour parking cited streets.
Apparently the police are aware of the
event, more chalkers were on hand, be-
cause the schools need to get special
permits to participate.

This is extremely disturbing to parents
of small children, who are taught that the
police officers are here to protect us, with
chalk sticks? Where was the police of-
ficer to get the children and other attend-
ees to the park safely? Who knows.

This is the second year in a row that I
am aware of that there were no police on
hand to help out. My child is leaving the
nursery school this year, but I would hope
that next year someone will be on hand to
help cross at the busy streets on this
special day for our children.

I guess some of the parking issues are
resolved, tickets are more important than
our children’s safety.

Olivia Cozewith
Westfield

Who is Responsible for Red Oaks
In Downtown Westfield?

Definitely on Elm Street the town has
planted fast-growing Oak trees, I believe
Red Oaks. These trees grow at least two
feet a year, rapidly growing to 75 or more
feet tall and 40 or more feet wide. The
trunks of these trees can be four or more
feet in diameter at the sidewalk level.

The acorns can dent car hoods, roofs,
and trucks, just like hail stones. The gypsy
moth loves to eat the leaves and squirrels
(and rats) love the acorns. In the fall, the
leaves create a mess in the street and will
clog the roof drains, especially flat com-
mercial roofs.

Westfield does not permit buildings
above 35 feet tall, downtown. It makes no
sense to have trees twice that tall in down-
town. Wait till they or their limbs fall
down in ice or other storms. Who is going

to fix the sidewalks and curbs when they
grow big? Who is going to trim them
when they grow into buildings? Who is
going to spray (poison) the gypsy moths?
Who is going to pay for the damaged cars
(and maybe people) from falling acorns
and branches? Which restaurant is going
to serve the rats and squirrels?

Tim Harrington
Westfield

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rident – Laughing, smiling or grin-

ning
2. Anaclasis – Bending backwards
3. Pantofle – A slipper
4. Chamade – In military usage, a sig-

nal for retreat or ceasefire

OGDOASTICH
1. A poem of eight lines
2. An order of mollusks having irregu-

lar hinged teeth
3. A homeless person; a beggar
4. A small piece of land surrounded by

a hedge or wall
BRAIZE

1. Mischievous; devilish
2. Charcoal powder or coal dust
3. To scrape or chafe
4. Very strong or potent; virile

MESORHINE
1. Having a nose of medium width
2. A slaughterhouse for cattle
3. In Germany, an area known as the

Black Forest
4. A large rodent of South America; the

capybara
AZYMIC

1. Apathetic; disinterested
2. Having no common traits; unrelated
3. Unbalanced; unstable
4. Pertaining to unleavened bread

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions and
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Letters to the Editor
See more letters on pages 5 and 10
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Rutgers Hosts Talk to Encourage
Interests in Science and Math

I am an immigrant who has lived in the
United States for the last 25 years and am
a U.S. citizen. One huge difference I see
today compared to what I saw in 1982, is
the complacency among Americans.
Technological superiority gave us the bulk
of the best paying jobs. However, today
the desire of American students to pursue
an education in science, engineering and
technology in college has waned signifi-
cantly.

Many high school students with a
known aptitude for science and math are
pursuing college education in fields other
than science, math, technology and engi-
neering. These fields form the basis for
innovation that results in a high number
of technology jobs that pay very well. The
waning interest in science and math is a
bad recipe for future technological lead-
ership.

The MIT Club of Princeton, the alumni
association of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology in central New Jersey and
Bucks County, Pa., has launched an ini-
tiative to encourage more high school
students to consider college-level educa-
tion in math, science, engineering and
technology.

The club is bringing high profile speak-
ers who will seek to inspire high school
students to pursue higher education in
science and math by discussing how the
resulting career could be “cool,” help
them make a lot of money or make them
famous – things that are basic human
drivers.

On May 15, we teamed up with the
Thomas Edison Papers Project of Rutgers
University to host a talk by the great
grand niece of Thomas Edison, Sarah
Caldicott, entitled “Invent Like Edison,”
to encourage high school students to pur-
sue careers in math, science and technol-
ogy by highlighting the pivotal role of
science and math in invention and inno-
vation.

Other people we are trying to bring to

our area include Sally Ride, the first
woman in space; Steve Wozniak, the
inventor of the Apple computer, and
MIT Professor Phil Sharp, the Nobel
Laureate in Medicine, among others.
We are also sending four central New
Jersey teachers each summer to MIT
for one week, at our expense, to get
exposed to the latest research and teach-
ing techniques that can be brought back
to our area.

The Invent Like Edison event will be
held at 6 p.m. today, May 15, at the
Allison Road Classroom (ARC) Audito-
rium of the Rutgers University Busch
Campus at 618 Allison Road, Piscataway,
N.J. There is no admission fee. We hope
that high school students with an interest
in math, science and technology, MIT
Alumnae, the Rutgers community, inno-
vators (and budding innovators) and
Edison enthusiasts will participate in the
event.

Sarah Miller Caldicott, will discuss the
Five Competencies of Innovation that
Edison used to become the most prolific
inventor in American history. For her
latest book, “Innovate Like Edison,” Sa-
rah conducted her research and worked
with the world’s leading Edison histo-
rian, Dr. Paul Israel. Dr. Israel, director of
The Edison Papers at Rutgers University,
will appear with Sarah and discuss why
Edison succeeded.

Seating is limited. To register for this
free event, please visit the website of the
MIT Club of Princeton at
alumweb.mit.edu/clubs/princeton/.
Online directions to ARC can be found at
maps.rutgers.edu/building.aspx?id=416.

To find out more about the various
initiatives of the MIT Club of Princeton,
please visit alumweb.mit.edu/clubs/
princeton/.

Ram Iyer
President of MIT Club of

Princeton

Letters to the Editor
Westfielder Asks BOE to Reconsider

Eliminating Intermediate SAC
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to

the Westfield Board of Education on May
6, and copied to the newspaper. It is
edited for brevity.

*****
This was a very difficult year in terms

of crafting a budget that would pass and
would satisfy the bureaucrats in Trenton.
I thank you for your hard work and dedi-
cation and commend you on your suc-
cess. At this juncture, I write to request
that the board of education reconsider its
decision to eliminate the student assis-
tance counselor (SAC) and peer leader-
ship position from the district’s interme-
diate school staff. I believe that the elimi-
nation of this SAC position is contrary to
the best interests of our middle school
students and the district.

SAC supports and serves the entire
middle school community – a population
of 1,581 students. Students in this age
group are the most vulnerable in terms of
social and peer pressures, bullying and
personal anxieties. The SAC position pro-
vides a valuable safety net.

The SAC position is designed to pro-
vide students support for their emotional
needs and well-being. SAC provides one-
on-one counseling and assistance to stu-
dents. The confidential nature of the coun-
seling in the school setting – where prob-
lems and anxieties most plague our stu-
dents – is a key function of SAC.

The Westfield Peer Leadership pro-
gram is an example of what makes the
Westfield school system special. Peer
leadership is open to all eighth grade
students on a first-come-first-served ba-
sis. It develops leadership qualities in the
students, including problem solving skills.
The peer leaders are ambassadors of the
district’s anti-bullying program. The stu-
dents are taught key strategies during the
peer leadership meetings, which they then
teach to other students. The program is a
benefit to the entire middle school popu-
lation. Peer leadership skills are best taught
in school, where the skills can be used and
reinforced. Unlike sports programs, there
is no program like peer leadership avail-
able outside the school setting.

Legally, Westfield is required to have
a bullying policy. The New [Jersey] Su-
preme Court in February, 2007, in a same-
sex harassment decision, L.W. v. Toms
River, made clear that simply having a
policy is not enough. The board is re-
quired to “implement effective preventa-
tive and remedial measures.” In Westfield,
peer leadership is a key aspect of the
district’s anti-bullying program. Signifi-
cantly, Ms. Koch is certified and, through
the peer leadership programs, conducts
“bully-proofing” training sessions.

From a financial and litigation avoid-
ance perspective, elimination of the SAC/
Peer leadership position is ill-advised.
The cost associated with the defense and
settlement of a single lawsuit could easily
cost $100,000 – as much or more than Ms.
Koch’s salary. Elimination of the SAC

may not save the district any money.
Nine years ago, Westfield was chosen

as the site of a NBC town meeting entitled
“Lessons from Littleton” because demo-
graphics are similar to Littleton, Colo-
rado. We are deluding ourselves if we
think that a Columbine-type tragedy
couldn’t happen in Westfield. SAC plays
an important role to prevent emotional
issues from boiling over to tragedy.

One need only read the local newspa-
pers. On April 3, 2008, The Westfield
Leader ran a front-page article bearing
the headline “Westfield Police Receive
Shooter Response Training,” which de-
scribed how the Westfield police had
training and practiced maneuvers in WHS
during spring break so that they are pre-
pared to deal with a Columbine-type inci-
dent. On April 25, 2008, the Record-
Press ran a front-page article entitled
“Student stabbed in dispute at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood HS.”

Can one SAC prevent a tragedy in
Westfield? Probably not. However, by
training peer leaders and empowering the
student population to take a stand against
bullying, we support an important pro-
gram and take a step in the right direction.

As a district, we should be enhancing
the program, not eliminating this impor-
tant position.

We have a SAC in the high school and
in the elementary schools. The new high
school principal, Peter Renwick, was af-
filiated with Rutgers University’s “De-
veloping Safe and Civil Schools” and was
involved in Montclair High School’s peer
leadership program.

Students from Edison and Roosevelt
Schools have joined forces, circulated
petitions, written speeches, organized
themselves and have presented their cause
to the board. Their actions are a testament
to the benefits of peer leadership – and
Marie Koch.

No doubt, the board was faced with
some difficult decisions this year. The
SAC position was an easy target.

Guidance counselors are working with
a larger population. The existing guid-
ance department simply does not have
enough time or resources.

On the intermediate level, one SAC
serves two schools and more than 1,500
students. The savings to the board from
the elimination of this position is not
significant in comparison to the benefit
lost. Notably, SAC is one position out of
571 professional staff positions – 0.011
percent of the total budget of $85 million.

Given the number of students served
and the important role of SAC, I encour-
age the board to reconsider its decision
and determine if the cost savings can be
achieved elsewhere

I thank the board for welcoming com-
ments from the student population re-
garding this issue.

Kathleen McLeod Caminiti
Westfield

Muhlenberg Hospital Closing,
Do Not Blame It on the Immigrants Letters to the Editor

I am a longtime resident of Westfield,
went through the Westfield public schools
and served the Congregational Church
UCC in town as a minister. I now serve in
Plainfield.

I am appalled at the threatened closing
of Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
and the implications for Plainfield, and
surrounding towns including, yes,
Westfield. Lives will be lost, perhaps
yours. Remember Katrina? This is Katrina
in our backyard and we cannot live in a
bubble of denial.

Muhlenberg has served the commu-
nity for 130 years with some of the best
ratings in N.J. Solaris Healthcare Corpo-
ration has diverted paying clients to JFK
and sent all charity cases to Muhlenberg.
They have denied interested buyers due
diligence in the process and stolen
Muhlenberg equipment in the middle of
the night for months, raping the hospital.
It appears Solaris has lied about its prof-
its, which is evident in their tax returns.

There has been no “needs assessment”
of the community completed, no emer-
gency planning for catastrophe in the
event of closing, no attention to blocked
ambulance routes and transportation for
those who have no car. All will be af-
fected — upper class, middle class and
the poor.

Do not blame it on the immigrants.
Corporations do not give care – doctors

and nurses do. Solaris needs to get out so
that there can be an effort in acquiring
buyers. The state may cut other areas, but
cutting life-saving hospitals is inhumane,
immoral and just plain stupid. We will all
suffer.

Please write the New Jersey Health
Commissioner, the Governor and town
officials. Surrounding towns are passing
resolutions against closing this vital hos-
pital.

Rev. Sarah Seivard Colvin
Westfield

WINES WITH
RATINGS OF

Edmeades Estate
Zinfandel 2006
This wine exhibits deep ruby
color and a big, sweet nose of
peppery black cherry and rasp-
berry liqueur intermixed with
spring flowers and earth.
Medium to full-bodied, ripe and
altogether a hedonistic mouthful
of big Zinfandel.

$14.99Wine Advocate : 90

Flora Soliloquy
Sauvignon Blanc 2006
This 2006 exhibits the crisp, 
melony, fresh lemon grass notes
of this varietal. One of the first to
see the future in high-class
Sauvignon Blanc’s made in
Bordeaux like style. 

$17.99Wine Enthusiast : 91

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ. (908) 232-8700. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available
only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include
sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., May 14 thru Tues., June 3, 2008.

Cat Amongst The Pigeons
Cabernet Sauvignon 2006
This Cabernet is purple/black colored with an
expressive bouquet of spice box, black 
raspberry, black cherry and black currant that
jumps from the glass. Full-bodied and rich with
loads of sweet fruit and a long finish.

$14.99Wine Advocate: 91

Cat Amongst The Pigeons
Shiraz/Cabernet 2006
This Shiraz/Cabernet has a nearly impenetrable
color. The aromatics offer brooding black fruits,
tar, espresso and licorice.  On the palate it 
borders on opulent with gobs of sweet fruit, ripe
flavors and a remarkable long, pure finish.

$14.99Wine Advocate: 91

Cat Amongst The Pigeons
Shiraz 2006
Opaque purple with an alluring nose of spice
box, pepper, blueberry and blackberry. Opulent
on the palate, this full-bodied wine has layers of
flavor, ripe fruit, excellent balance and enough
structure to evolve for a few years.

$14.99Wine Advocate: 92

Honig
Sauvignon Blanc 2006
A pleasingly rich texture 
dominated by citrusy grapefruit 
flavor. It is smoky and a little 
honeyed. Great with roast 
sturgeon or other fleshy fish.

$12.99Wine & Spirits : 90

Columbia Crest 
Walter Clore 2004
Firm in texture, with crisp 
tannins around a polished core
of currant and boysenberry fruit,
tipping toward cedar and spice
as the tangy finish persists.

$29.99Wine Spectator : 90

Robert Arnoux
Vacqueyras Cuvee
Jean Marie 2004
This excellent effort is a classic,
full-bodied Vacqueyras 
possessing loads of seductive
black cherry and cassis fruit
intermixed with subtle notes of
Provencal herbs and roasting
spices.

$13.99Wine Advocate : 90

Domaine du Pere
Caboche
Chateauneuf du
Pape la Mirande
2005
An outstanding wine that is
dark ruby in color and reveals
plenty of black cherry and 
currant fruit along with hints of
fig, licorice, and smoke.

$21.99Wine Advocate: 90

Nicolas Feuillatte
Brut NV
A coconut streak stands out
immediately, then there is a 
vertical wall of stone, citrus and
licorice. Intense and definitive
spices layer this wine; it is not
shy or pedestrian.

$25.99Wine Enthusiast : 90

Tasca Lamùri Nero
d’Avola 2004
"Immediately appealing with its
bright ruby color, frutti di bosco
flavors and fresh pine forest
aromas this wine packs plenty
of stuffing onto its lithe frame. It
feels simultaneously modern
and ancient, a rich savor that's
firmly Mediterranean. A sleek
partner for grilled rack of lamb."

$14.99

Honig Cabernet 2005
Dill laced oak and dried currant
and black cherry form a rich,
tight, complex core of flavors
that give this a tight focus and a
long, persistent finish. Drink now
through 2013.

$26.99Wine Spectator : 90

Fife Petite Syrah
Redhead Vineyard
2002
Beautiful Petite Syrah, among
the best in California. Stuffed
with big-time berry, plum,
cocoa, lavender and coffee 
flavors, with sturdy tannins
and very dry, it's a wine that
will age, although it's
approachable now with rich
meats and cheeses.

$19.99

Bouchaine
Chardonnay 2005
Nice, dry and complex, a crisp
wine with quite a bit of miner-
ality undergirding the fruit and
oak. Feels fine and balanced
in the mouth, and should take
a couple years in the cellar.

$18.99Wine Enthusiast : 90

Chalk Hill
Chardonnay 2005
Refreshing, intense and
vibrant with a mix of spice, 
floral, fig and apricot flavors
that are rich, deep and 
complex, ending with a long
persistent finish.

$29.99Wine Spectator : 90

Avignonesi Vino
Nobile di
Montepulciano 2004
A rich, ripe expression of black
cherries, licorice and smoke in
a linear, understated style with
notable purity and outstanding
balance.

$18.99Wine Spectator : 90

Qupé Syrah
Central Coast
2006
There is a lot of edge to 
this complex, meaty Syrah.  
The fruit has a high toned 
cranberry character and the
aromas are full, with rose-to-
the-petal-to-the-metal intensity.
It ends firm and fresh.

$14.99Wine & Spirits : 91

Juve Y Camps
Brut Rose NV
Dark pink in color with a lovely
nose of rose petals and straw-
berries. It is lively and fresh on
the palate, with crisp acidity
and a long finish. This 
excellent value can be served
with a wide variety of savory 
courses and as an aperitif.

$12.99Wine Advocate : 90

Allegrini La Grola
2004
Made from super-ripe fruit that
is decidedly structured and
explodes from the glass with
an array of earthiness, 
blackberry preserves, sweet
toasted oak and new leather.
It too is a superb value. Best
between 2008-2014.

$19.99Wine Adovcate : 90

Wine & Spirits: 90

Wine Enthusiast : 92

La Marca
Prosecco NV
A delicate, well-balanced
Prosecco, showing a good
blend of baked apple, sour
lemon and grapefruit, with a
lightly creamy mineral texture
on the palate. Medium froth,
with some body and a pleasant
lemon and mineral finish.

$10.99Wine Spectator : 90

OF THE MONTHSPECIALSPECIAL

Arrowood Cabernet Sauvignon 2004
This wine is certainly ripe, offering a mouthful of blackberries, cherries and currants.  
But it never loses its elegant tannin-acid architecture.  Beautiful now, 
and should develop through 2014.

$36.99

Allegrini Amarone 2003
Reveals a super-opulent, engaging texture packed with sweet cocoa, dark fruit, cassis,
blackberries, roasted coffee beans and licorice. It finishes with notable length and 
surprising finish for the vintage. This medium to full-bodied wine is an 
outstanding example of a more restrained, clean style of Amarone.

$64.99

Pio Cesare Barolo 2003
Has fabulous blackberry and mineral, with hints of toasty oak.  Full-bodied,
with chewy tannins and a long, long finish. Very concentrated, yet racy
and structured... Gorgeous. Best after 2009.

$49.99

9393WINE 
ENTHUSIAST
POINTS 9191WINE 

SPECTATOR
POINTS

9393WINE 
SPECTATOR
POINTS

9292 WINE 
ADVOCATE
POINTS

ShopRite Wines & Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices, variety and
service. We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating palate at impressive prices.

Beringer Private Reserve Cabernet 2004
Rich, dense and chewy, with ripe plum, blackberry, fresh earth and mineral flavors,
framed by smoky, cedary oak. Intense and persistent, ending with a 
mix of cherry and currant fruit. The tannins are firm but ripe.

$84.99

90Points or More... for $30 orLess!90Points or More... for $30 orLess!

95-100  . . . . . . .Classic
90-94  . . . .Outstanding
85-89  . . . . . Very Good
80-84  . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79  . . . . . . . Average
60-69  . . .Below Average

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., June 3, 2008

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & SpiritsStore Open 
Sunday

A Little Known Fact
There’s an Election on June 3rd

In this Primary Election,
the candidates for Congress for
the November General Election will
be chosen by the political parties.

Whether you’re a pacaderm or donkey or not,
learn about the candidates

and let them know your views.

See
goleader.com/08congress

For exclusive video interviews with the editor,

Congressman Rob Andrews, challenging Senator Frank Lautenberg in
the Primary Election, will campaign at the Westfield Municipal Building
this Sunday, May 18, from 5 to 7 p.m.
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Max Spolaor and Ms. Sarah Burke

Ms. Sarah Burke
Engaged to Max Spolaor

Dr. Timothy Burke and Dr. Trudy
Burke of Westfield have announced
the engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Sarah Burke, to Max Spolaor. He is the
son of Sig. Maurizio Spolaor and Sig.ra
Cinzia Spolaor of Monfalcone, Italy.

The bride-to-be grew up in
Westfield. Following graduation
from Westfield High School in 2002,
she earned a degree in astrophysics
with a minor in film from Haverford
College in Haverford, Pa.

At Haverford, she lettered in track
and field, setting records in Women’s
Pole Vault and the 4X100M relay.
She took a job in Sydney, Australia,
before moving on to pursue a doc-
toral degree in Melbourne, Australia.

The future bridegroom grew up in
Monfalcone, a town about the size of
Westfield near Venice, in northern

Italy. He found an early passion for
astronomy when he began searching
for asteroids at the Cultural Club of
Astronomy at the Observatory of
Farra d’Isonzo.

Mr. Spolaor moved to Melbourne
in 2006 to begin a doctoral degree in
astrophysics after graduating from
SISSA International Centre for Theo-
retical Physics in Trieste, Italy.

The couple met while sharing ad-
jacent offices at Swinburne Univer-
sity near Melbourne. They will be
married in Watchung in autumn of
2008. Following their wedding, they
will return to Australia to complete
their degree programs.

Lt. Col. Hrycak Is Named
Grand Marshal of Parade

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Day Parade Committee has
announced that Lieutenant Colonel
Michael P. Hrycak has been named
grand marshal of this year’s parade.

The parade will take place on Mon-
day, May 26, beginning with opening
ceremonies at 9 a.m. at
the Monument to Veter-
ans of World War I at the
North Avenue and East
Broad Street plaza.

Born in Minneapolis,
Minn. in 1959, Lt. Col.
Hrycak has lived in
Cranford since 1960. He
is a decorated veteran and
the father of Brandon, 9,
and Jared, 5.

Lt. Col. Hrycak was
commissioned as an Army
second lieutenant upon
graduation from Rutgers College
through the Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps (ROTC) program in May
1981, assigned to the armor branch.

Upon promotion to major in 1996,
he was assigned as the S1 (Adjutant)
of the 254th Regiment (Combat Arms)
at the New Jersey Training Center in
Sea Girt, followed by assignment to
the 50th Brigade (now 50th Brigade
Combat Team) as the S4 (Logistics),
where he was assigned during the

September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.
His next assignment, in March

2003, followed by promotion to lieu-
tenant colonel on April 30, 2003, as
evaluation team chief, was followed
by Chief, Mobilization Readiness,
Joint Force Headquarters, N.J. at Fort

Dix, where he oversaw
the largest mobilization
and deployment of New
Jersey Army and Air
National Guard units
around the world since
World War II.

Lt. Col. Hrycak was
mobilized in support of
Operation Iraqi Free-
dom with the 42nd In-
fantry Division in Oc-
tober 2004, as the Ex-
ecutive Officer, Rear
Detachment, at Fort

Drum, N.Y.
At the end of March 2006, he de-

ployed to the Iraqi Theater of Opera-
tion to assist, advise and mentor the
5th Region Department of Border
Enforcement Headquarters (Najaf
Province), responsible for securing
the Iraqi-Saudi Arabian border. After
their team was relieved in place at the
end of March 2007, he redeployed
and was assigned to the Warrior Tran-
sition Battalion in Fort Dix.

Patrick Justin Fahey and Ms. Kimberly Anne Kelly

Ms. Kimberly Anne Kelly
To Wed Patrick J. Fahey

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas J. Kelly of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms.
Kimberly Anne Kelly of Montclair,
to Patrick Justin Fahey of Montclair.
He is the son of Mrs. Mary Anne
Fahey of Berkeley Heights and the
late James B. Fahey.

A 1996 graduate of Westfield
High School, the bride-to-be earned
a Bachelor of Science degree in
Theater from Northwestern Univer-
sity in Chicago, Ill. She currently is
employed by Vedior North America
as a business development manager.

The future bridegroom graduated

from Rutgers University with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Eco-
nomics and currently is enrolled in
graduate studies at Seton Hall Uni-
versity. He is employed as chief of
staff for 34th District Assembly-
man Thomas P. Giblin.

The couple will be married in
September in Spring Lake.

Memoir Book Club to Begin
Next Week at Local Library
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-

morial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, has formed a new Mem-
oir Book Club that will start on
Wednesday, May 21. It will meet
every other month on scheduled
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

The first book the group will dis-
cuss is “The Glass Castle.” It will be
followed by “Jesus Land: A Memoir”
on July 16, “Persepolis: The Story of
a Childhood” on September 17 and a
reader’s choice biography of Franklin
D. Roosevelt on November 12.

Lauren Ryan, head of Adult Ser-
vices at the library, will lead the dis-
cussions. “I chose memoirs because
they generate a lot of discussion. And,
I chose these books in particular be-
cause I’ve read them, found them in-
teresting and want to talk about them.”

In “The Glass Castle,” author Jeanette
Walls recalls her family’s nomadic life
during the years they were homeless.
Her parents tried to make homelessness
seem like an adventure and, rather than
condemn them, she examines how they
transformed hardship into family ro-
mance and learning.

“Jesus Land: A Memoir,”  by Julia
Scheeres, is the story of a white girl and
her  adopted black brother, both 16 years
old, living in Indiana. They are sent to
reform school in the Dominican Repub-

lic by their violent father and distant
mother, who is more interested in her
church missions than her own children.

“Persepolis: The Story of a Child-
hood” is a memoir of growing up in
Iran during the Islamic Revolution.
In powerful black-and-white comic
strip images, author Marjane Satrapi
depicts her life from ages 6 to 14,
years that saw the overthrow of the
Shah’s regime, the triumph of the
Islamic Revolution and the devastat-
ing effects of war with Iraq.

The Memoir Book Club is open to
Westfield Memorial Library and MU-
RAL cardholders. To register, visit the
library’s circulation desk or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4140. For
more information, call (908) 789-4090,
access wmlnj.org or stop by the library
for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

240 Springfield Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Join in the festivities as Sunrise of Westfield hosts 

a Spring Open House Celebration. At this exciting 

event you can mingle with neighbors, residents and 

guests. You can also enjoy seasonal fare and delight in 

a variety of themed entertainment.

While you’re here, meet our team, tour our community 

and find out what we do to make our community a 

place seniors are proud to call home.

Raffled prizes will be available.

RSVP for you and a friend today!

Spring Open 
House with 

Dessert Tasting
Come meet our chef and enjoy a 

delicious dessert!

EVENT DETAILS

Join us for an open house 
and meet Chef Louis Bailey 

and sample a few of his 
favorite desserts.

Space is limited. Please
RSVP to the concierge

Performing their greatest hits and Beatles classics

to benefit The Joseph Enright Foundation

Friday May 23, 2008 - 8pm at the

PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE - MILLBURN, NJ

All proceeds benefit the Joseph E. Enright Foundation

www.josephenrightfoundation.org

For ticket and event information please call 973-376-4343

or visit www.papermill.org

Promoting Health through Education

Noonans Welcome
 Jeffrey Daniel, Jr.

Jeffrey and Tricia Noonan of Scotch
Plains have announced the birth of
their son, Jeffrey Daniel Noonan, Jr.,
on Thursday, May 8, at 2:51 a.m. at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Jeffrey weighed 5 pounds and 11
ounces and measured 18¾ inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Dawn and Dave Flynn of Chatham
and Edward Stofega of Manahawkin.

Thomas and Trudy Noonan of Sum-
mit are his paternal grandparents.

Jeffrey’s maternal great-grand-
mother is Florence Wider of Colonia.

His paternal great-grandmothers
are Pauline Noonan of Burlington,
Vt. and Luise Pek of Kenilworth.

Mothers’ Organization
To Learn About Yoga
CRANFORD – Mothers and More

will present a program on the basics
of yoga on Wednesday, May 21.
Magda Caraballo of Nicole’s Yoga
Center in Garwood will discuss yoga,
show some basic positions and teach
calming techniques.

 Mothers and More is a non-profit
organization dedicated to improving
the lives of mothers through support,
education and advocacy. The Union
County chapter meets on the first and
third Wednesday of each month at 8
p.m. at the Cranford United Method-
ist Church, Room 23, located at 201
Lincoln Avenue. New members are
always welcome. For more informa-
tion, call Lori at (732) 388-4390 or
Katy at (908) 272-4881.

� �

�����������
��	
�����

������

�

���������������������������������
������������������	
����	��

���������	
������������
�

���������������������������

�

�����������	
������
�
�����������
�����
�����
�����������
�����

���������������������������
����������� !�

�����"#�$������������
�����������
��������%���
����������&�#��������������������
���$��$�
���
'$���������������������
�����������������
����(�
)��'$��*
���
����%���������$��	�������

%$����#���������	�(+�,�-��$�.��	�

)��'$��*
���/���*���
�0��.(�*���$�1��(�

2� ,343,5�2��

-��$�.��	�
)%�������6��$��������	���
��.����
����

Dinner Set Tomorrow
To Benefit Veterans

WESTFIELD – American Legion
Post 3 will host a spaghetti dinner
tomorrow, Friday, May 16, from 6 to
9 p.m. at its post home, located on the
corner of North Avenue and Cross-
way Place in Westfield.

Dinner will include spaghetti and
meatballs, salad and bread. Tickets
may be purchased at the door. The
price is $5 for dinner, with a cash bar
available. Proceeds will benefit vet-
erans assistance programs.

Meeting of La Leche
To Take Place Today
WESTFIELD – The La Leche

League (LLL) of Westfield will begin
a new series of meetings today, Thurs-
day, May 15, at 10 a.m. “The Mul-
tiple Benefits of Breastfeeding to Ba-
bies and Their Moms” is this month’s
main topic of discussion.

Both the May 15 and June 19 meet-
ings of the local Union County group
will be held at Fanwood’s Forest Road
Park. A community room on the
grounds is available in case of rain,
and there is a parking lot at the en-
trance off of Woodland Avenue.

The mission of LLL International
is to help mothers worldwide to
breastfeed through mother-to-mother
support, encouragement, information
and education and to promote a better
understanding of breastfeeding as an
important element in the healthy de-
velopment of the baby and mother.
For more information or breastfeeding
help, call Ronnie at (908) 964-1360,
Michelle at (908) 607-2518 or Mari
at (908) 233-6513.

Professor to Give Talk
On Selection of Popes
WESTFIELD – Voice of the Faith-

ful (VOTF)-Union County will spon-
sor a talk by Christopher Bellitto on
“Picking Popes – Details and Trivia.”
It will take place on Thursday, May
22, at 7:30 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield.

An assistant professor of history
at Kean University and Academic
Editor at Large of Paulist Press, he
will describe the process for picking
popes. He also will provide an as-
sessment of Pope Benedict XVI and
his recent visit to the United States.

VOTF seeks to provide a prayer-
ful voice through which the faithful
can actively participate in the gover-
nance and guidance of the Catholic
Church. The First United Methodist
Church is located at One East Broad
Street. For directions, visit
f u m c w e s t f i e l d . o r g / a b o u t /
directions.htm.

LTC Michael Hrycak
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Philoptochos to Showcase
Fine Art and Photography

WESTFIELD – The Ladies
Philoptochos Society will sponsor a
Fine Art and Photography Exhibit
and Sale featuring 10 American art-
ists of Greek descent at the Bouras
Center of the Holy Trinity Greek Or-
thodox Church, located at 250 Gal-
lows Hill Road in Westfield.

The event will take place tomor-
row, Friday, May 16, from 7 to 9 p.m.,
Saturday, May 17, from noon to 4
p.m. and Sunday, May 18, from noon
to 3 p.m. It is free and open to the
public. Featured artists will include:

Soula Athanasoulas of Cranford,
whose paintings depict how people
interact in the social scene. She con-
veys character and state of mind
through transparencies and multiple
layers of paint.

Vasileki Birrell of Fanwood, a
mixed media artist whose focus is
handmade papers, printmaking, books
and collages.

Maria Halkias-Doutis of Westfield,
whose art was primarily influenced
by her expatriate life in Africa, Eu-
rope and the Middle East.

Avi Kiriakatis of Kenilworth, an
award-winning artist/teacher who
works in all media. She is a member
of the Westfield, Somerset and
Watchung art associations.

Constantine Kiriakatis of Kenilworth,
who since retiring has pursued oil paint-
ing along with his wife, Avi.

John N. Sacalis, Ph.D. of

Sergeantsville, a prize-winning artist
known for his depictions of local and
Greek landscapes. His artistic style
includes rich detail retaining the char-
acteristics of light and texture.

Ismene Sanfillipo of Short Hills,
who paints in oils and who, in recent
years, has studied with several noted
painters.

Stefanos Sideris of Flemington, de-
scribed as a “Master of Modern Im-
pressionism,” whose painting and
teaching career has spanned 75 years.
His works have been exhibited in
multiple United States cities and in art
galleries in Greece.

James Speros, who has photo-
graphed both the unusual and the ob-
vious during travels around the world.
Many of his photographs depict the
historic Cape Cod village of Wellfleet.

Sophia Vourdoukis of Queens, N.Y.,
whose images were chosen by Infiniti
for a Herald Square billboard display.
She also has had images accepted by
the Society of Publications Designers
Photography and Illustration Auction
and by Greek landscape magazines.

Maria Halkias-Doutis and Avi
Kiriakatis are chairing this event. For
more information, call Ms. Halkias-
Doutis at (908) 389-1016.

ART ENTHUSIASTS…Members of the faith community of the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church of Westfield prepare to welcome the public to a Fine Art
and Photography Exhibit and Sale, sponsored by the Ladies Philoptochos Society.
It will be held tomorrow through Sunday, May 16 to 18, in the church’s Bouras
Center. Pictured, from left to right, are: Maria Halkias-Doutis of Westfield, Mary
Demiris of Basking Ridge, the Reverend Peter Delvizis, presiding priest; Avi
Kiriakatis of Kenilworth and Jean Fountas of Scotch Plains.

‘Sabra Miller’ to Welcome
Visitors to Museum Sunday
WESTFIELD – Area residents are

invited to meet “Mistress Sabra Miller,”
as personified by Joyce Goldstein, this
Sunday, May 18, between 2 and 4 p.m.
at the Miller-Cory House Museum.
The museum is located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield.

In 1740, Samuel Miller built the
house for his bride, Sabra. The Mill-
ers owned 100 acres of farmland,
which stretched from the location of
the museum to what presently is the
beginning of downtown Westfield.

“Sabra” will greet guests in her par-
lor and show them items typically
used in her daily life. As she explains
their uses, she will describe life on an

18th-century farm and the work re-
quired by all family members in order
to acquire basic necessities and main-
tain the simplest of homes. This pro-
gram is described as ideal for children.

Sunday’s program also will include
open-hearth cooking in the museum’s
Frazee Building. Janet Murphy and
Judy Murphy of the cooking commit-
tee will use authentic Colonial recipes
and cooking methods of the period.
Taste treats will be offered. The gift
shop also will be open for business.

Admission is $2.50 for adults, $1
for students and free for children
under age 4. On Saturday, May 31,
the museum will hold “Aunt Carrie’s
Attic Sale” from 9 a.m. to noon.

The museum also is available
weekday mornings for tours for
school and other groups, and after
school for Boy Scout and Girl Scout
groups. All tours must be arranged
in advance. For information on tours,
Sunday programs or volunteer op-
portunities at the museum, call (908)
232-1776 weekday mornings.

Qigong Class on Tap
At FUMC on May 20
WESTFIELD – The newly created

Spiritual Life Committee of the First
United Methodist Church will present
two sessions of Qigong on Tuesday,
May 20. Classes will be held in the
church’s fellowship room at 10 a.m.
and 7 p.m.

Qigong is an ancient Asian prac-
tice of slow, relaxed movement de-
signed to promote inner peace and
enhance wellness. It combines move-
ment, meditation and breathing.

Certified instructor Laura
Berzofsky will lead the sessions. All
of her programs are at the beginner
level. Qigong is performed standing.
Ordinary street clothing is appropri-
ate. To register, call the church office
at (908) 233-4211 or sign up outside
the office. A $10 fee will be collected
at the door. The church is located at
One East Broad Street in Westfield.

Music Boosters to Hold
Clothing Drive May 17

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Music
Boosters Association will hold a cloth-
ing drive on Saturday, May 17, from 9
a.m. to noon in front of the high school
at 641 Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.

This event will benefit students
participating in the high school’s
music, marching band, chorus, color
guard and other fine arts programs.

Items sought include wearable and
usable clothing, shoes, belts, hand-
bags, linens and stuffed animals. For
more details, visit the Music Boosters
website, spfk12.org/musicboosters/.

Swimming Club Announces
Plans for 50th Anniversary

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Swimming Club will hold a
50th anniversary celebration on Satur-
day, July 19, with a series of activities
throughout the day. Both current and
former members are invited to attend.

Residents of the Maple Hill Farm
development formed the club as a
local cooperative in the late 1950s. A
six-acre enclave nestled in the woods
near the Maple Hill section of Scotch
Plains, the club offers opportunities
for recreation, relaxation and social-
izing for all ages.

The Willow Grove “Barracuda”
Swim Team will start the day’s fes-
tivities by hosting the Highland Swim
Club “Sharks” in the morning. A
family picnic and field day will fol-

low the meet in the afternoon. In the
evening, a Gala Dinner Dance will
be held at The Westwood in Garwood
to commemorate the occasion.

Tickets for the dinner dance are
available at a cost of $65 each ($130
per couple). Reservations are re-
quested by Monday, July 7.  Indi-
viduals may call Norm Swenson,
50th Anniversary chairman, at (908)
889-0687, as well as Tom Bebout,
club social chairman; Nancy
Sherwin, Bill Sidun or Rich Scannel
for further details or with offers of
memorabilia such as photographs or
old ribbons for display at the dinner.

The Willow Grove Swimming
Club is located at the end of Evelyn
Street in Scotch Plains. Anyone in-
terested in membership is advised to
visit the club website, wgsc.info, or
to call the club at (908) 232-2101 to
leave a message for the membership
chairman.

Spring Classes to Begin
For Moving Meditation

WESTFIELD – Moving Medita-
tion classes will resume at the First
Congregational Church on Monday
evenings, May 19, June 2, June 9 and
June 16, from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. These
classes are designed for beginners
and are open to everyone. Classes
will be held in Room 21 on the sec-
ond floor of the church’s McCorison
Christian Education Building at 125
Elmer Street in Westfield.

Moving Meditation is a gentle,
graceful movement based on ancient
Asian Qigong wellness systems. Goals
of Moving Meditation are stress re-
duction and increased flexibility. The
practice is performed standing, and
ordinary street clothing is appropriate.

Certified instructor Laura
Berzofsky will lead the classes. The
church’s Board of Christian Educa-
tion will sponsor the program. Free-
will offerings will benefit the church’s
outreach programs. The spring offer-
ings will raise funds for tree seed-
lings to be planted in needy regions
by Heifer Project International’s com-
munity farmers. For more informa-
tion or to register, call Ms. Berzofsky
at (908) 232-0169. Drop-in students
are always welcome.

Local Church to Serve
Parade Refreshments
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Baptist Church will serve re-
freshments to those marching in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial
Day Parade on Monday, May 26,
beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Donations of cookies are requested.
They may be dropped off at the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church on Sunday or
Monday, May 25 and 26.

Additionally, volunteers are needed
to help serve refreshments. The Scotch
Plains Baptist Church is located at
333 Park Avenue (between Grand
Street and Mountain Avenue). For
more information, call the church
office at (908) 322-5487.

NAMI Seeks Teams
For Softball Tourney
AREA – Area softball teams are

invited to enter the 11th Annual Dick
Archer Memorial One-Pitch Slow
Pitch Softball Tournament, to be held
on Saturday, June 7, at Warinanco
Park in Elizabeth. The rain date is
Sunday, June 8.

The Greater Union County ASA
Softball Umpires Association will
sponsor the event. All proceeds will
benefit NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness)-Union County for pro-
grams for individuals and families
affected by mental illness.

The entry fee is $150 per team, and
all teams are guaranteed a minimum
of three games, with a trophy being
awarded to the winning team. For
more information and to register, con-
tact Don Yuhas at (908) 337-9410 or
daump97@verizon.net or Jim Pow-
ers at (908) 272-8049.

Golf Tourney to Benefit
Gorczyca Foundation
WESTFIELD – The Event, an an-

nual golf tournament dedicated to
the David Gorczyca Memorial Foun-
dation, will be held on Thursday,
May 22, at the Pine Barrens Golf
Club in Jackson.

The Event celebrates Mr. Gorczyca,
a Westfield resident who died on Feb-
ruary 7 at age 42, recognizing his
lifelong love of the game of golf, his
love for his wife and three children
and his devotion to his friends.

It also honors his lifelong commit-
ment to helping others  by giving his
time, attention and energy to help
people achieve their goals. His dream
was to one day create a foundation
that would benefit people in need.

The foundation, a 501c3 tax-ex-
empt organization (EIN 26-2471825),
makes grants to benefit families who
have recently been affected by trag-
edy. For more information about The
Event and the foundation, contact
Jennifer Buckwald at (732) 946-0476
or jbuckwald@yahoo.com.

St. John the Apostle
Plans Healing Mass

AREA – A Healing Mass will take
place on Wednesday, May 21, at 7:45
p.m. at St. John the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, located at 1805
Penbrook Terrace in Clark/Linden (on
Valley Road in Clark, off Stiles Street
in Linden). All who are in need of
physical, emotional, relational and
spiritual healing are invited to attend.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, Individual Eucharistic Bless-
ing and Benediction will be included.
Participants are invited to stay for re-
freshments following Mass. For di-
rections to the church, access sjanj.net
or call (908) 486-6363.

• Registered Nurses on-site 24 hours/day

• Physician, Nurse Practitioner & other Specialists on-site

• Alzheimer’s & Dementia Services

• Separate Medicare Certified Skilled Nursing & Rehab on-site

Equal Housing Opportunity

When’s the best time
to give your parents all     

�

Today, at

�they deserve?

Assisted Living

�

Call 908-580-3824
or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.

9000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Your parents deserve the best that life has to offer. Park Place is pleased to 
provide it for them. If your parents are no longer able to care for themselves or their
home, or if they’re becoming more isolated, it’s time to consider Park Place. We offer
upscale Assisted Living for those who are used to the finer things in life. Residents enjoy
superior amenities and many opportunities for socialization within a close-knit,
friendly community. Plus, with personalized healthcare options, you can rest assured
that your parents will receive the best care possible. Whether it is for a short-term
respite stay or a long term solution, visit us today and find out why more people are
choosing Park Place at Fellowship Village.

Kindel • Stickley  • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Shifman • Dimes • French Heritage

Hours - Monday-Friday 10:00-9:00 • Saturday 10-5:30 • Sunday 1-5:00
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  (908) 756 - 7623

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

Floor pieces shown are subject to prior sale  • Cash & Carry or Small Delivery Charge

DOOR PRIZE DRAWING - $1500 STORE GIFT CERTIFICATE!
Shifman Bedding Sale - Lowest Prices of the Year on the Entire Collection

Plus $100 Gift Certificate with Premium Sets

Valley Furniture Shop

63rd ANNUAL MEMORIAL CLEARANCE SALE
Now thru Memorial Day, May 26th

TENT SALE - SPECTACULAR REDUCTIONS - SAVE 30-70%

Funeral Consumers
To Meet on May 22

SCOTCH PLAINS – David Ratajack,
a certified personal trainer, will speak
to the Funeral Consumers Alliance of
Central New Jersey, Inc. at its annual
meeting on Thursday, May 22, at 7:30
p.m. in the Scotch Plains Recreation
Building. It is located on the Scotch
Hills golf course at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road.

Mr. Ratajack will discuss fall pre-
vention and maintenance of good
balance skills in older adults. A short
business meeting will precede his
presentation. All are welcome.
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– Obituaries –
Richard Shovlin, 75, Police Lieutenant;
Sports Enthusiast and Knights Member
Richard M. Shovlin, 75, of

Westfield passed away peacefully
surrounded by his loving family on
Wednesday, May 7, at Overlook Hos-
pital in Summit.

Born and raised in Roselle Park,
Rich lived in Westfield for 45 years.

Rich had been an officer with the
Westfield Police Department for 28
years, retiring in 1985 as a lieutenant.

An avid sportsman, he excelled at
basketball and softball. Later in life,
he thoroughly enjoyed Spring Train-
ing in Florida. He was an active
member of the Knights of Columbus
in Garwood.

Rich was a loving and devoted
husband to Marlene (La Coe) Shovlin
for 50 years and a great father to
Maureen Macaluso and her husband,
Tom, Michele Klier and her hus-
band, Richard, Richard Shovlin and
his wife, Kimberly, Robert Shovlin
and his wife, Kirsten, and Ronald

Shovlin and his wife, Kara. He also
will be deeply missed by his 12
grandchildren, Colleen, Craig and
Erin Macaluso, Logan Klier, Patrick,
Colin and Ryan Shovlin, Connor,
Spencer and Delaney Shovlin, and
Grayson and Colby Shovlin. He will
be fondly remembered by his sis-
ters-in-law, nieces and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, May 10, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to the Center
for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care,
1900 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076.
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Alfred Stiefel, 88, Was Choir Member;
President of Area Roofing Company

Alfred Stiefel, 88, of Lakewood
died on Friday, May 9, at his home.

Born in Germany, he came to the
United States as a child. He had lived
in Irvington until 1958, when he
moved to Mountainside. He later re-
tired to Lakewood.

He served in the United States
Army during World War II and re-
ceived a Bronze Star.

Mr. Stiefel was the second-genera-
tion owner and president of Robert
Stiefel and Son Inc., a roofing com-
pany in Irvington.

He was a member and past presi-
dent of the Sanger Chor and a mem-
ber of several other German singing
societies. Additionally, he was a mem-
ber of the choir at the Community

Presbyterian Church in Mountainside.
His first wife, Anne Alice Stiefel,

predeceased him.
Surviving are his wife, Elfriede

Stiefel; his sons, Kenneth E. and Paul
A.; his stepchildren, Pam and Fred;
six grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

A memorial service was held on
Tuesday, May 13, at the Community
Presbyterian Church.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made either to the Deutscher Club of
Clark or to Van Dyke Hospice at Com-
munity Medical Center in Toms River.
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Marion F. Shipman, 91
Marion Frances Shipman, 91, of

Bridgewater died on Wednesday, May
7, at Somerset Medical Center in
Somerville.

Born in Slate Hill, N.Y., she had
lived in Green Brook before moving
to Bridgewater five years ago.

Mrs. Shipman was a homemaker
and also belonged to the Lakehurst
Art Club and the Bridge Club.

Her husband, John Shipman, pre-
deceased her in 1990.

Surviving are two daughters,
Sandra Heeney of Piscataway and
Linda Soos of Pollack Pines, Calif.; a
son, John Shipman of Flemington;
eight grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren.

A funeral service was held on Sat-
urday, May 10, at the Sheenan Fu-
neral Home of Dunellen. Interment
took place at Wallkill Cemetery in
Middletown, N.Y.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 

Director 

 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

Prayer to St. Jude

Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail. K.P.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

 K.P.

John Ammirata
John Ammirata of Westfield died

on Friday, May 9, at his home.
Born and raised in Newark, he lived

in Westfield for more than 50 years.
Mr. Ammirata was the director of

maintenance at the Workmen’s Circle
Nursing Home in Elizabeth. Prior to
that, he was employed with the
Ballantine Brewery in Newark.

He served in the United States Army
during World War II.

His wife, Viola Ammirata, prede-
ceased him in 1998, and a son, John
Ammirata, Jr., predeceased him in
1987.

Surviving are a daughter, Judith
Pici; a brother, Peter Ammirata; a
sister, Margaret Picarro; two grand-
sons and three great-grandchildren.

Services were held on Monday,
May 12, at the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Interment followed at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.
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Mr. Noonan to Discuss
Estate Planning Basics
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will offer a
program entitled “Where There’s a
Will…The Basics of Estate Plan-
ning” on Tuesday, May 20, at 7:30
p.m. in the library’s Community
Room.

“Where will your assets go and
who will be appointed guardian of
your children if you die without a
Will?,” asked Jeffrey Noonan, as-
sociate attorney at the Westfield law
practice of Younghans and Burke.

“The sad fact is that New Jersey
statutes will dictate those answers
unless you plan ahead,” he added.

Mr. Noonan will discuss the ben-
efits of drafting a Will, Power of
Attorney and a Living Directive and
Health Care Proxy. Participants will
learn basic tax law and the effect
that Federal and state taxes can have
on an estate.

The public is welcome. Admis-
sion to the event is free, but pre-
registration is encouraged, as space
is limited. To register, call the Scotch
Plains Public Library at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of town. For further informa-
tion or directions, call (908) 322-
5007.

First Baptist Youth
To Hold Car Wash

WESTFIELD – The youth group
of the First Baptist Church will hold
a car wash at the church between 10
a.m. and 2 p.m. this Saturday, May
17, in exchange for a donation in
support of their summer activities.

The First Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.
Participants are asked to enter at the
church’s driveway off of Elm Street.
After having their car washed, they
may drive out the exit onto Orchard
Street.

Youth group members will attend
an American Baptist Youth Extrava-
ganza in Colorado in July and offer
a week of community service in
August.

All donations at the car wash will
make these activities affordable. For
more information about this event,
interested persons may call (908)
233-2278 or visit fbcwestfield.org.

Carmine Ciullo, 75
Carmine “Miluccia” Ciullo, 75, of

Westfield died on Thursday, May 8,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in Cervinara, Italy,
she settled in Westfield in 1970.

Surviving are her husband of 54
years, Antonio; her children, Angelo,
Alfonso, Bruno, Giovanna and
Claudia; 13 grandchildren and one
great-grandson. Also surviving are
three sisters and one brother in Italy.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, May 13, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Graveside services fol-
lowed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
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Stella Willis, 89, Korvettes Salesperson;
Member of Scotch Plains Golden Agers
Stella B. Willis (née Mitera), 89,

of Scotch Plains died on Thursday,
May 8, at her residence with her
family by her side.

Born in Elizabeth, she had lived
there before settling in Scotch Plains
in 1950. She was a member of the
Scotch Plains Golden Agers.

Stella had worked as a salesperson
for E.J. Korvettes in Watchung for
20 years.

Her husband, Elwood “Al” Willis,
predeceased her in 1992.

Surviving are her beloved daugh-
ters, Patricia M. DiFrancesco and
her husband, Daniel J., and Judy A.

McLoughlin and her husband, Jim
C., and her loving grandchildren,
Derrick and Ryan DiFrancesco and
Jennifer and Michael McLoughlin.
She also is survived by her beloved
Ela, neighbors and friends.

The funeral was held on Monday,
May 12, from the Rossi Funeral Home,
1937 Westfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains. A Funeral Mass followed at St.
Bernard’s Church in Plainfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Center for Hope Hos-
pice and Palliative Care, 1900 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
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Robert Nadolski, 61, Vietnam Veteran;
Assistant Manager and Former Broker
Robert J. “Bob” Nadolski, 61, of

Clark died on Sunday, May 11, at his
residence with his family by his side.

Born in Bayonne, Bob was raised
and had lived in Fanwood until set-
tling in Clark in 2005.

He was a Vietnam veteran with the
United States Navy and was a mem-
ber of Scotch Plains Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 10122.

Bob was an assistant manager with
the Quick Chek food stores, working
in Scotch Plains for the past 16 years.
He previously had worked with Can-
tor-Fitzgerald as a broker in New York
City for five years, leaving in 1993.

He was predeceased by his mother,
Elizabeth M., in 1986; his father, John
L., in 1998, and his sister, Barbara E.
Jones, in 1982.

Surviving are his wife, Mary Ann
(née Ambos); his daughter, Ann Marie
Doyle, and her husband, David; two
stepsons, Gary Hand and Christo-

pher Hand and his wife, Patrizia; three
grandchildren, Matthew, Christopher
and Lauren Hand, and his daughter-
in-law, Donna.

The funeral will be held at 8:45 a.m.
today, Thursday, May 15, from the
Rossi Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains. A Funeral
Mass will follow at 9:30 a.m. at St.
Bernard of Clairvaux Church in
Plainfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Care Alternative Hos-
pice, 70 Jackson Drive, Suite 200,
Cranford, N.J. 07016.
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Westfield Rotary Garners
Honors During Conference

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Rotary Club of Westfield attended
the 2008 District 7510 Rotary Con-
ference in Mystic, Conn. the week-
end of May 2.

The club won first place for the
District Public Relations Award. Past
District Governor Dr. D. Michael
Hart is the club’s publicity chair-
man. The application focused on the
club’s efforts regarding Rotary Pan-
cake Day, which was held this year
on March 8 at Westfield High School.
This event is a fundraiser for college
scholarships.

Byron Miller won the prestigious
“Service Above Self” Award. Only
150 of these are awarded worldwide,
out of 530 districts, and 1.2 million
Rotarians. Rotary District 7510 has
only previously received two of these
awards in its history, making Mr.
Miller only the third recipient since
1915.

This award was given partially for
his work with “Pure Water For the
World, Inc.,” whereby he arranges
water filters to be manufactured and

installed in poverty stricken areas of
Central America.

Mr. Miller spoke to over 100 Ro-
tary clubs in northern New Jersey
and raised $71,000 in funds. How-
ever, the recipient of this award also
must demonstrate leadership in his
profession and volunteer work in his
community in addition to Rotary.

Mr. Miller is active with the
Plainfield Symphony Orchestra, the
Green Brook Flood Control Commis-
sion, the Tri-county Red Cross and the
South Plainfield Environmental Com-
mission. He is the owner of Portasoft,
Inc. Water Conditioning Company in
Westfield. A Paul Harris Fellow, he is
past president of the club and district
deputy governor, and has been named
Rotarian of the Year for the Westfield
Rotary Club.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets every Tuesday for lunch from
12:15 to 1:30 p.m. at the Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street
in Westfield. Guests are always wel-
come. For more information, visit
westfieldrotary.com.

ROTARIAN CELEBRATION…Members of the Rotary Club of Westfield cel-
ebrate honors the club received at the District 7510 Rotary Conference. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Front row, Joyce Miller, Nancy and Lyn Jackson, Sherry
and John Cronin, and back row, award recipient Byron Miller, Past District
Governor Dr. D. Michael Hart, Ron and Dawn Hutchinson, Club President
Darielle Walsh and Vice President Mark Elsasser.

Musicians to Play Sunday
During ‘Fanwoodstock IV’

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will present
“Fanwoodstock IV” on Sunday, May
18, from 2 to 6 p.m. on the lawn of
the library, located at North Avenue
and Tillotson Road.

Sponsored by the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library and the
library board of trustees, this fam-
ily-oriented event will be offered free
of charge and open to everyone.

Opening the show will be a set by
children’s performer “Mr. Ray,” also
known as Ray Andersen, whose mu-
sic is geared primarily to those ages
2 to 6. Besides children’s music, he
has played with such rock greats as
Bruce Springsteen and Meat Loaf.

The event will continue with
Reckon So, featuring Dan Weiss and
Mary Olive Smith. Mr. Weiss is di-
rector of the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary. Reckon So is known for per-
forming a mix of bluegrass, honky-
tonk, western swing, country and
traditional Americana roots music.

Rounding out the festivities will
be a variety of local high school

groups and musicians, including jazz
combos from the award-winning
Moonglowers, and a rock band that
will close out the afternoon.

Attendees are invited to bring a
picnic and a blanket or a chair. For
more information, call the Fanwood
Memorial Library at (908) 322-6400.

Memorial Day Event
On Tap In Garwood

GARWOOD – Garwood’s annual
Memorial Day service will be held
at noon on Monday, May 26, at the
Garwood Knights of Columbus Hall,
located at 43 South Avenue.

The solemn program will honor
those servicemen and women who
gave or have risked their lives pre-
serving and fighting for the United
States and its freedom.

Parking and the entrance are located
at the back of the building on Willow
Avenue. There will be a guest speaker
and refreshments. All are welcome,
and children and young adults are
particularly encouraged to attend.

Elizabeth Condon, 84, Devoted to Family;
Enjoyed Bridge, Crosswords and Scrabble
Elizabeth Rimbault Condon, 84, of

Niantic, Conn. died on Saturday, May
10, at home.

Born in New York City on April 13,
1924, she was the daughter of Emile
and Edith Geyer Rimbault. She was
raised in New Rochelle, N.Y. and
graduated from the Horace Mann
School and the Katharine Gibbs Sec-
retarial School in New York.

She is survived by her beloved
husband of 62 years, James M.
Condon, Sr.

Mrs. Condon attended St. Matthias
Church in East Lyme, Conn. She en-
joyed playing bridge, The New York
Times crossword puzzles, scrabble,
reading and collecting lighthouses.

In addition to her husband, she is
survived by her son, James M. Condon,
Jr., and his wife, Dianne, of East Lyme;
her daughter, Patricia Swift, and her

husband, Myles, of Creswell, Ore.;
two grandchildren, Lynne Dugan and
James M. Condon, III, and two great-
grandchildren, Megan Dugan and Jack
Dugan, whose lives she brightened
and who all will miss her dearly.

The funeral service will be con-
ducted at 1 p.m. today, Thursday,
May 15, at the Thomas L. Neilan and
Sons East Lyme Funeral Home, 48
Grand Street, Niantic, Conn. Inter-
ment will be in the Union Cemetery
in Niantic. There are no calling hours.

Memorial contributions may be
directed to St. Matthias Church, 317
Chesterfield Road, East Lyme, Conn.
06333. For directions, obituary in-
formation, to send an online condo-
lence or to sign the family’s online
register book, please visit
www.neilanfuneralhome.com.

May 15, 2008

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Historic District Plans
Garage Sale Sunday

AREA – Plainfield’s Van Wyck
Brooks Historic District will sponsor
a neighborhood garage sale this Sun-
day, May 18, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The event will take place rain or shine.

The Van Wyck Brooks Historic Dis-
trict has organized its neighborhood
sale again this year to coincide with
the Friends of Sleepy Hollow (FOSH)
annual garage sale, adding more than
a dozen sales to the over 100 partici-
pating with FOSH.

Both groups will have maps of their
neighborhood sales available at sale
locations. The start-off point for the
Van Wyck Brooks neighborhood is a
fundraiser sale at 935 Madison Av-
enue. One hundred percent of the
proceeds will benefit the historic dis-
trict neighborhood association.

Bargain hunters will find antique
furniture, vintage jewelry, European
paintings, collectibles, dishware and
other household goods, jazz com-
pact disks and vinyl music selec-
tions, plus some unique items. Park-
ing will be available on the street.
For more details, contact Arne Aakre
at (908) 756-5036 or
amaakre@jsacm.com, or access
vanwyckbrookshistoricdistrict.blogspot.com/
.

St. John’s to Celebrate
99th Year on Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s

Baptist Church will celebrate its 99th
anniversary on Sunday, May 18, at
the 10 a.m. worship service.

The Reverend Jerry Carter of the
Calvary Baptist Church in Morristown
will be the guest speaker. Reverend
Carter also will conduct St. John’s
Spring Revival from Monday, May
19, through Wednesday, May 21, at
7:30 p.m. each evening.

The church is located at 2387 Morse
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Everyone is
invited. For more information, call
the church at (908) 232-6972.
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TREE CARETAKERS...Wardlaw Hartridge third graders, who are part of the
New Jersey Forest Service’s program to plant a tree for Earth Day/Arbor Day,
received their tiny starter trees in Kathy Meier’s lower school science class. The
students were instructed to keep the trees wet and to plant them immediately.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Simone Armour and Scotch Plains’ Samantha
Anastasiou. Samantha is the daughter of Chuck and Nina Anastasiou. Samantha’s
brother, Michael, is a sixth grader at the school.

WESTFIELD – Edison Intermedi-
ate School Principal Cheryl O’Brien
announced the school’s third mark-
ing period honor roll.

Distinguished Honor Roll
Grade 7

Michael Aronson, Corinne Barrow,
Alexandra Brown, Owen Browne, Justin
Cafiero, Robert Cassie, Julia Ceasrine, Meghan
Clifford, Deanna Cohen, Matthew Daniel,
Ashley Dietz, Andrew Dougert, Daniel
Dougherty, Meaghan Fleck, Jack Frey, Kevin
Galasso, Emily Greenberg, Christina Gulla,
Courtney Han, Rebecca Harris, Allison Harth,
Sarah Hearon, Leigh Heinbokel, Maura
Heinbokel, Timothy Huber, Nadia Ibrahim,
Aditi Jain, Alexandra Kapadia, Catherine Kerr,
Linda Liu, Adam Lupicki, Emma Lysek, Lea
Moise-Kleinman, Connor Moore, Ryan Morse,
Megan Mulrooney, Veronica Murphy, Joseph
Obiajulu, Hannah Painter, Tara Reardon, Katie
Rembisz, Samantha Rembisz, Dillon Rolnick,
Robert Romano, Alexandra Schwetje, Sarah
Seitz, Melissa Shendell, Alison Simon, Isabelle
Smelkinson, Clara Smith, Kevin Smith, Emily
Suriano, Scott Thompson, Alexandra Tinfow,
Kristin Troutman, Alex Ying, Allison Zale,
Brianne Zelko, Rebecca Zhang

Honor Roll Grade 7
Austin Aoyagi, Sophia Barry, Clayton

Beyert, John Birnie, Max Bohall, Nicole Boretz,
Matthew Boyle, William Cary, Michaela
Cavanagh, Conor Chopey, Jessica Ciampa,
Jonathan Clancy, Abigail Conlon, Nicholas
Constantine, Kathryn Contini, Michael
Corcoran, Alexander Corea, Zaida Cseke, Denis

Cummings, Erica Davis, Cristian DeLosRios,
Samuel DeJohn, Andrew Donohue, Charlotte
Dreizen, Christopher Fischer, Katherine Fischer,
Caroline Frankola, Marisa Garrity, Ashley
Gerckens, Julia Godbee, Lee Goldberger, Brit-
tany Gould, Nicholas Grawehr, Maria Hershey,
Gregory Inamine, Pengju Jin, Katelyn Kelly,
Malcolm Kettleson, Leo Kleiman-Lynch,
Hannah Knighton, Joseph Kravets, Tracy Kwok,
Austin Landaeta, Bradley Lankler, Sarah Leahy,
Paul Lee, Seon Lee, Victor Levorse, Marissa
Lowe, Sarah Lurie, Robert Marczydlo, Joanna
McCormack, Megan McCusker, Patrick
McCusker, Joseph Mele, Charlotte Milford,
Jessie Miller, Julia Miller, Nicole Miller, Louis
Molinari, Vincent Molinari, Charles Naughton,
Joshua Norton, Juliana Pastuzyn, Kristen Pazdro,
Nicole Pazdro, Jenna Perrotta, Cara Realmuto,
Meghan Reilly, Michael Reilly, Benjamin Ritter,
Andrew Rivera, Rohit Saigal, Brian Schor, Sian
Scott, Max Shin, Henry Smith, Eric Sokol,
Patrick Terry, Naomi Tortorello, John Towey,
Jimmy Yang

Distinguished Honor Roll
Grade 8

Sarah Albright, Mary Barber, Michelle
Behzadpour, Rebecca Bleich, Wilson Cheung,
Molly Colvin, Eileen Cook, Jessica Cronin,
Nicole Cruz, Ella D’Amico, John Dedea,
Michael Depaolo, Melissa Diep, Isabel
Docampo, Brian Duffy, Amanda Earl, Ryan
Elliott, Emily Fahey, Jessie Fang, Maggie Fox,
Taylor Friss, Victoria Gagliano, Geena Gao,
Andrew Goldfarb, Zachary Goldfarb, Jacob
Harris, Samantha Hindes, Ryan Hobson, Kim-
berly Hoffman, John Hogge, Bernadette Hopen,
Krysta Huber, Lindsey Jacobs, Natasha
Kazakevich, Pauna Kiricheva, John Kirna,
James Kowalski, Allegra Larche, Brandon
Levan, Danielle Lipschutz, Eddy Lu, Megan
Luppino, Amanda Marcotullio, Hannah
Margolin, Nathan Mitchell, Michael Mondon,
Cecelia Mosco, Thomas O’Neill, Jason Qin,
Joseph Rinaldi, Dean Schapow, Andrew
Schwarz, Sari Solomon, Hannah St Lifer, Eliza-
beth Steller, Kathleen Tang, Leah Tavasi, Jacob
Vergara, Marisa Watanabe, Caroline Weber,
Matias Werner

Honor Roll Grade 8
Christopher Albanese, Meg Anderson,

Gemma Antoniewicz, Matthew Apicella, Tay-
lor Barber, Aimee Bass, Hannah Bass, Emily
Benz, Daniel Bigelow, Kelley Biglin, James
Birnie, Zachary Botos, Casey Brennan, Daniel
Brotman, Russell Browning, Matthew Caminiti,
Theresa Carlino, Hsiao-Min Chiang, Rachel
Chodor, Zachary Chodor, Justin Coelho, Lucas
Cruz, Carley Davis, Anna Liah deRojas, Mel-
issa DeCandia, Sophia DeVita, Amie Diamond,
Ryan Don, Thomas Edwards, Brandon Eng,
Bradley Erickson, Gabriella Estevez, Elizabeth
Fischetti, Declan Fitzmaurice, Kaitlyn Frey,
Dana Friedman, Evan Friedman, Alexa
Geltzeiler, Michael Giacone, Abigail Goldring,
Kelly Gray, Jonathan Gribbin, Danielle Grimes,
Henry Hershey, Lydia Hughes, Jason Isbit,
Samantha Jackson, Rafaella Jakubovic, Dominik
Jedruszczak, Tyler Knighton, John Lanzano,
Jack Leahy, Timothy Lehmberg, Kathryn Lobo,
Martin Lopez, Florence Ma, Maeve Maloney,
Maxwell Marchiano, Allie Merkelson, Kaycie
O’Donnell, Anne Oldakowski, Julian Olivares,
Ellis Opoku, Anthony Pafumi, Emily Polak,
Megan Poyntz, Robert Psolka, Matthew Ragoza,
Willi Rediker, Justin Ricardo, Julia Rivera, Erica
Russo, Brett Ryan, Eric Saunders, Shweta Sethi,
Megan Sheil, Cailly Simpson, Troy Skibitsky,
Michael Snyder, Alina Spera, Mia Spitz, Nicho-
las Sternal, Amanda Stivala, Michael Stravach,
Leonidas Tolias, Robin Toth, Anthony Valles,
Matthew Varakian, Jacob Wegbreit, Zachary
Weissglass, Paul Werner, Steven West, Danielle
Wirtshafter, Thomas Wolski

Honor Roll
Edison Intermediate School

Third Marking Period

UP FOR A CHALLENGE…The Euro Challenge Team from Mount Saint Mary
Academy in Watchung analyzed the economic challenge Italy has faced since
adopting the euro. The team, of ninth- and 10th-grade students, is, from left to
right, (standing) Kristen Shiu, Maryam Gonzalez, Alannah Heffernan, Leah
Geoghan of Westfield and Ashley Davis. Seated are Alicia Iacono and Kathleen
Brennan.

Mount Students Compete
In 2008 Euro Challenge

WESTFIELD – Mount Saint Mary
Academy in Watchung, sent five stu-
dents, including one from Westfield,
to compete in this year’s Euro Chal-
lenge competition for ninth- and 10th-
grade students. The only all-female
team in the competition, the Mount
Saint Mary’s squad placed third, win-
ning $3,750 in scholarship money.

The student team was composed of
Ashley Davis of Colonia, Maryam
Gonzalez of Perth Amboy, Leah
Geoghan of Westfield, Alannah
Heffernan of Warren, and Kristen Shiu
of South Plainfield.

The faculty advisor, Kathleen
Brennan, is chair of the Mathematics
Department and teaches Economics.
Alicia Iacono, chair of the Social
Studies Department, assisted Ms.
Brennan.

For the competition, teams make a
presentation on a country that has
adopted the euro as its currency and
encountered problems.

The Mount Saint Mary’s group
chose Italy and used the format of an
Italian TV show. Students also took
part in a question-and-answer ses-
sion about the European economy
and the euro.

“I couldn’t be more proud of them,”
said Ms. Brennan. “They gave a fine
presentation and held their own on
the question and answer section.”

The euro is the primary currency of
15 of the 27 countries of the Euro-
pean Union. The competition took

place on Friday, April 18, at Credit
Suisse in New York City.

The Mount competed against 47
teams from various states and won a
place at participating in the final
round, which was held at the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York on April
29.

The top four teams competed in the
final round. Mrs. Iacono commented,
“They put in so many hours after
school and on weekends. Their will
to learn and willingness made work-
ing with them a pleasure.”

The Euro Challenge was launched
by the Delegation of the European
Commission to the United States in
2006. Its goal is to foster a better
understanding of the strong economic
and political relationship between the
United States and Europe.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Atan looks good,
an education

lasts longer.

Most Courses Start the
Week of May 27th

& July 8th

• Get started on a college career or earn credits toward
your degree with UCC’s Summer Session.

• Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions
• Attend class at any of several locations or learn

from home with Telecourses & Online courses

This summer, do something that’ll CHANGE your LIFE

For info call (908)709-7518 – or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

Students Win Recognition
From State Women’s Clubs
WESTFIELD – The following stu-

dents were among the winners of the
Woman’s Club of Westfield’s Youth
Poetry and Short Story Contest in
February, and have gone on to win
recognition from the New Jersey State
Federation of Women’s Clubs
(NJSFWC).

The winners on a state level are:
Poetry

Emma Sherry
(Category 2),
second place, for
her poem, “Joy.”
Emma is the
daughter of
Ellen and Den-
nis Sherry, and
is in sixth grade
at Park Middle
School in Scotch
Plains.

Alyssha Marie
John (Category
3), third place,
for her poem,
“Notice Me.”
Alyssha is the
daughter of Jollie
Thomas and
John Varghese,
and is in seventh
grade at Edison
I n t e r m e d i a t e
School in Westfield.

Short Story
Adrian Lam

(Category 1),
first place, for his
short story, “The
Boy, The Star
and the Mon-
ster.” Adam is the
son of Alicia and
Raymond Lam,
and is in third
grade at Franklin
E l e m e n t a r y

School in
Westfield.

Jennifer Bag-
ger (Category 2),
first place, for
her short story,
“Safire, The
Blue Belled Re-
indeer.” Jennifer
is the daughter of
Barbara and Ri-
chard Bagger,

and is in fifth grade at Washington
E l e m e n t a r y
School in
Westfield.

Cynthia Lam
(Category 3),
first place, for
her short story,
“One Last
Smile.” Cynthia
is the daughter of
Alicia and
Raymond Lam,
and is in ninth
grade at Westfield High School.

Alexa Zepka (Category 4), first
place, for her short story, “Fallen An-
gel.” Alexa is the daughter of Pamela
and Rodger Zepka, and is in 10th

grade at
Westfield High
School.

The composi-
tions of the first-
place short story
winners will be
judged nation-
ally by the Gen-
eral Federation
of Women’s
Clubs (GFWC.)
The national
winners of the

contest will be announced at the
GFWC convention this June in Chi-
cago.

Jennifer Bagger

Alyssha Marie John

Adrian Lam

Cynthia Lam

Emma Sherry

Alexa Zepka

Enhance Communication
Skills at UCC in June 2008

CRANFORD – An eight-week sum-
mer course, “Effective Communica-
tions in Business,” starting in June at
Union County College, can help those
seeking to maximize their skills in ar-
eas of interpersonal and written com-
munication, helping to enhance people’s
marketability in a chosen career field.

This eight-week course will ad-
dress such important areas as manag-
ing conflict in the workplace, active
listening, choosing the right words to
convey a message, interpreting body
language and other non-verbal com-
munication, group problem solving,
and writing effective letters, memos,
e-mails and short reports. Grammati-
cal questions will be consistently ad-
dressed.

Students will walk away from the
course with a more insightful under-
standing of the inner workings of the
communication process and how each
aspect plays an integral role in the
total communication effort.

A textbook and worksheets will be

used, along with relevant handouts,
exercises, and writing assignments to
correspond with each class topic.

The course is highly interactive, fo-
cusing on individual student concerns
through practical exercises as well as
full-class discussions and partnering to
emphasize issues that face individuals
in their workplace settings.

“Effective Communications in Busi-
ness” will be presented from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, June 3 through
July 22, at the college’s Cranford Cam-
pus at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

For further information or to register,
call the Division of Economic Devel-
opment and Continuing Education at
(908) 709-7600.

WF Schools End
On Thursday, June 19
WESTFIELD – In accordance with

the procedure outlined in the 2007-
2008 Westfield Public School
District’s calendar, and assuming
there are no emergency closings in
the next two months, the last day of
school for all students will be Thurs-
day, June 19. Schools will be closed
Friday, June 20, for students as a
“give back snow day.”

June 18 and 19 will be four-hour
sessions for students in grades K to 8.
Westfield High School’s graduation
will remain the same date, Thursday,
June 19, at 6 p.m. The last day of
school for teachers will be Friday,
June 20.

WF’s Mehta Earns
A $2,500 Scholarship
WESTFIELD – Officials of Na-

tional Merit Scholarship Corporation
(NMSC) announced the names of
some 2,500 distinguished high school
seniors who have won National Merit
$2,500 Scholarships.

A Westfield student, Pratik Mehta,
who lists his probable career field as
finance, earned a scholarship. Pratik
attends Westfield High School.

These merit scholar designees were
chosen from a talent pool of approxi-
mately 15,000 finalists in the 2008
National Merit Scholarship Program.

National Merit $2,500 scholarship
winners possess the strongest combi-
nation of accomplishments, skills, and
potential for success in rigorous col-
lege studies. Winners are selected by
a committee of college admissions
officers and high school counselors.

These scholars may use their
awards at any regionally accredited
United States college or university.

Pingry Students Earn
Honors in Latin Exam
AREA – Area students at Pingry

participated this year in the annual
National Latin Exam, with eight
Pingry students earning gold medals
and summa cum laude certificates.

The gold medal winners included
Kasra Manoocheri and Alexander
Daifotis, both of Westfield.

Twenty-seven Pingry students
earned silver medals and maxima cum
laude certificates, including Helen
Daifotis of Westfield, Maxwell
Ingrassia of Mountainside, and
Samuel Fisher of Westfield.

To All High School
Students, Parents:

Please send us
your prom pictures.

Send to
edu@goleader.com

Prom 2007

Area Residents Make
JWU Dean’s List

AREA – Brett Crawford of
Cranford, who is pursuing an associ-
ate degree in Food and Beverage Man-
agement from the Hospitality Col-
lege, and Lauren Edwards of Scotch
Plains, who is pursuing an associate
degree in Baking and Pastry Arts from
the College of Culinary Arts, have
been named to the Johnson and Wales
University Dean’s List for the 2008
winter term.

To receive Dean’s List commenda-
tion, students must earn a cumulative
grade point average of 3.40 or above.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE: NO. 668-2008
FIRST READING: 5/8/2008

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed  ordinance was introduced
and passed on first reading at a meeting of the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 8th day of May, 2008, and that said
ordinance will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the meeting of said
Board of Chosen Freeholders to be held at its meeting room in the County Administration
Building, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on the 29th day of May, 2008, at
7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter  as said matter can be reached, at which time and place
all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard
concerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Administration Building of the County, and a copy
is available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the general
public of the County who shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk of the Board
in said County Administration Building in Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDI-
NANCE SETTING FEES FOR UNION COUNTY PARK FACILITIES FOR
THE YEAR 2008”

WHEREAS, this Board authorized the County’s Proposed Park Fees and Charges for
the Year 2008 under Ordinance No. 666-2008 adopted on March 27, 2008.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union that the
schedule of fees as adopted on March 27, 2008 is hereby amended to reflect the following
changes and/or insertions as outlined on the attached form:

Proposed Fee for 2008
-Out of County ID Cards $75.00
-Green Fees/Out of County with ID $44.00 (W/D)  $48.00 (W/E
-Out of County Senior Citizen with ID $32.00 (W/D)  $48.00 (W/E)
-Out of County Youth with ID $32.00 (W/D)  $48.00 (W/E)
-Out-of-County Organizations with shot gun start should reflect a fee of $90.00 for

Weekdays and a fee of $95.00 for Weekends.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED as follows:
1. That this Ordinance shall take effect at the time and manner provided by law.
2. That the Clerk of the Board be and is hereby authorized and directed to publish the

required notice in the appropriate newspaper of such introduction and of a public hearing
on May 29, 2008 and shall forward one certified copy, upon final passage, to each Clerk
of all Municipalities located within the County of Union.

3. That the plans pertinent to this Ordinance are on file in the Clerk of the Board’s Office.
1 T - 5/15/08, The Leader Fee: $73.44

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public auction on WEDNESDAY, JUNE
11, 2008,  in the Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such
later time and place to which said sale may then be adjourned, all of the several lots and
parcels of land assessed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each
respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable
against said lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed
to the 11th day of June 2008.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to
the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other
method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold.
Properties for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the
Borough of Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property
with interest and costs. Payments must be in the form of cash, certified check or money
order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.). In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLK LOT OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION TOTAL DUE
22 6 Johnson, Kevin & Aretha 70 Portland Avenue $  7,901.86
26 51 Kiss, Joseph & Evelyn 24 Mary Lane $  5,735.39
27 60 Clark, Charles & Jill 162 Farley Avenue $  6,526.06
55 10 SJF Real Estate Holding 65 South Avenue $  5,774.76
60 2 Patel, Hasmukh &

    Mahendra 190 South Avenue $     252.87
61 2.01 Twelve Springs Inc 209 South Avenue $  4,331.85
64 10 Messercola Bros Bldg 34 S Martine Avenue $  5,296.27
66 2 Seaboard Associates 265 South Avenue $27,578.23
66 3 Seaboard Associates 275 South Avenue $14,713.37
116 62 Roane, I. & Griffin, S. &

     Murray 71 Trenton Avenue $  6,703.83
116 90 Bates, Keith 1 Saville Row $  9,319.00

Colleen M. Huehn
Collector of Taxes

4 T - 5/15, 5/22, 5/29, 6/5/08, The Times Fee: $334.56

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 6/5/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.`; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Route 22 Mountain Avenue Drainage Contract No. 051950260;
Mountainside Borough, Union County; 100% State; DP No: 08133

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 5/8/08, 5/15/08 and 5/22/08, The Leader Fee: $198.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, May 13, 2008
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

CALENDAR YEAR 2008
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH

A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

Purpose: The above statute provides
that in the preparation of its annual budget,
a municipality shall limit any increase in
said final budget appropriations to 2.5% or
the cost of living adjustment of 3.5% over
the previous years final appropriations,
and a municipality may, by ordinance,
bank the difference between its final bud-
get appropriations subject to 2.5% CAP
and the 3.5% cost of living adjustment
when said difference is not appropriated
as part of the final budget, and the Town-
ship Council hereby determines that this
difference in the amount of $161,232.43
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception
to final appropriation in either of the next
two succeeding years, any amount autho-
rized herein above that is not appropriated
as part of the final budget shall be retained
as an exception to the final appropriation
in either of the next two succeeding years.

 A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, May 27, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 5/15/08, The Times Fee: $45.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-11089-08
FILE NO. 9049-05

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
KELLI NUTTER; HSA RESI-
DENTIAL MORTGAGE SER-
VICES OF TEXAS INC.;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 ROUTE 46 WEST,
DENVILLE NEW JERSEY 07054, an An-
swer to the Complaint filed in a Civil Ac-
tion, in which WACHOVIA CUST/PLYM
PK TAX SRVS is the plaintiff and THE
BANK OF NEW YORK, AS SUCCESSOR
TO JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A. AS
TRUSTEE FOR THE REGISTERED
HOLDERS OF ABFS MORTGAGE LOAN
TRUST 20024 MORTGAGE
PASSTHROUGH CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 20023 N/K/A JPMORGAN CHASE
BANK, NA, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-11089-08 within
thirty-five (35) days after May 15, 2008
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Of-
fice of the County of Venue. The tele-
phone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1.  A certain tax certificate 030065, re-
corded on 12/09/2003, made by TERRI
MAGNUSSON, Collector of Taxes of
UNION, and State of New Jersey to
WACHOVIA CUST/PLYM PK TAX SRVS
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
WACHOVIA CUST/PLYM PK TAX SRVS.
This covers real estate located in UNION,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 19.02 QUAL: C0002
BLOCK 4411 as shown on the Tax As-
sessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
UNION. and concerns premises commonly
known as 2506 ALLEN AVE, UNION, New
Jersey.

YOU, KELLI NUTTER, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on December 2, 2004, a child
support judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, by Kelli Nutter
against Roger K. Nutter disclosing a debt.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment
No. J-322647-2004, CS83290587A. Said
judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.

YOU, HSA RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE
SERVICES OF TEXAS INC., are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on August 19, 2004, judg-
ment was entered in the United State
District Court, by HSA Residential Mort-
gage Services of Texas Inc. against North-
eastern Mortgage Investment Corp a/k/a
northeastern Mortgage Investment Cor-
poration; Michael Beyer; and The Bank of
New York disclosing a debt in the amount
of $2,423,200.84, plus interest. Said judg-
ment was entered as Judgment No. MD-
000309-2004. Said judgment is subordi-
nate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  May 9, 2008

Theodore J. Fetter, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 5/15/08, The Leader Fee: $85.17

Local Stores Need to
Carry Parking Change

This is to the stores in Westfield. I went
to the toy store on Broad Street to pur-
chase a birthday gift on Friday when it
was raining. I had no change for the
meter. I went inside the toy store to ask for
change and was told “no” they had no
change. A gentleman in the store gave me
a quarter, but the cashier was very rude.
The store, if they want the business, need
to keep something for the meters since a
ticket is so expensive. I will shop else-
where in the future.

Virginia Biondi
Westfield

Philhower Award Given By
The Rotary Club of Westfield

Muhlenberg Closing May Cause
Overflow in Local Hospitals

Negative Attitudes Towards
Downtown Westfield Must Stop

Gas Prices Can Be Deceiving
At Local Raceway Stations

I attended the Muhlenberg Hospital
meeting last Tuesday evening along with
other council people from Scotch Plains,
Plainfield and North Plainfield. I was
apprised of the current situation in
Plainfield and how the closing of
Muhlenberg would affect their residents.

I made calls to our legislative offices
and rescue squad the following morning
to gather more information. There does
seem to be some evidence that the State of
New Jersey has too many hospital beds,

which is causing the hospital system to
run less effectively and financially sound.

The Town of Westfield will still have
Overlook and Rahway Hospitals. Our
Westfield rescue squad only sees approxi-
mately 10 percent of calls routed to
Muhlenberg; the United Way has 30 per-
cent of Westfield residents affected by
the closing of Muhlenberg.

We do, however, need to be concerned
that with the closing of local hospitals
there will be an affect on the remaining
hospitals, which may find themselves
unprepared for the overflow.

Westfield is blessed with a wonderful
rescue squad, which is currently able to
transport our residents to our local hospi-
tal emergency rooms for immediate care.
This may not be the case in the future if
our local hospitals are overtaxed by addi-
tional communities vying for medical at-
tention.

While I do not propose to know the
right solution, I would suggest that we all
get the facts, look for answers and make
sure we will all have the luxury of the
excellent medical care we have all come
to expect from our local hospitals.

Vicki Kimmins
Westfield

I attended the council meeting May
6, and would like to comment on four
issues.

First, I have no problem with increas-
ing parking fines. I would rather have
the parking fines raised than have my
property taxes increase. Once property
taxes increase I have no choice but to
pay, compared to avoiding a parking
fine, which is within my control.

Second, I heard the council referred
to as adversaries, and the Westfield
Police and traffic enforcement called
vultures. I was appalled. Our council
works tirelessly to provide a very safe
town with wonderful services. This
doesn’t happen by accident. It occurs
through careful planning and hard deci-
sions that affect all stakeholders. While
walking home from work, late the other
evening, I thought how lucky I am to
have such a hard-working council. I
was walking safely on recently installed
sidewalks on Scotch Plains Avenue.
Thank you Mayor and Council!

Third, I always feel safe in Westfield.
I guess the increased police presence
translates into a safer environment.
Thank you Westfield Police and Traffic
Enforcement!

Fourth, I read Sal Caruana was ruin-
ing the downtown. What a misguided
statement! I started volunteering at the
DWC (Downtown Westfield Corpora-

tion) in 2000, when Sal was already a
board member. Sal has always been a
supporter and advocate for the down-
town. I worked closely with Sal while
he was council liaison to the DWC, as
well as his involvement with the coun-
cil finance committee. Sal supported
the DWC in winning council approval
to start phase 1, of a multiphase
streetscape project that had been re-
quested year after year since 1999. Sal
is still volunteering. Thank you Coun-
cilman Caruana!

This negative talk has done nothing
positive for the reputation of our down-
town. The DWC spent close to $50,000,
in 2007, on regional advertising to cre-
ate image ads to promote the down-
town. How much do you think it will
cost to undo the negative press created
at the last council meeting? Let’s stop
perpetuating this negative perception
and start embarking on a positive cam-
paign to educate our employees and
customers.

In closing, I will not take the attitude
I heard from two speakers and penalize
the downtown businesses for me re-
ceiving a parking violation. I will be
more diligent about parking, and use
the money I save on not receiving the
ticket to spend downtown.

David Martone
Westfield

Thank you for placing the Philhower
Award on the front page of the paper
last week. This is a prestigious award
for an outstanding elementary school
teacher, and deserves such prominent
placement.

My concern was that an oversight was
made in not mentioning that the award is
given by The Rotary Club of Westfield.
It is the Rotary Philhower Award.

The winner of the award is selected by
a Rotary committee, which includes the
Superintendent of Schools, Rotarian Dr.
Margaret Dolan.

The award includes a $500 stipend

from the Rotary Club of Westfield, along
with a certificate and public recognition.
The presentation was made at the Rotary
Club on Tuesday, April 29, 2008

The award is named after a notable
Rotarian, Dr. Charles A. Philhower. He
was President of the Rotary Club from
1929-30, and Rotary District Governor
from 1937-38. He was Superintendent
of Westfield Schools for many years,
and wrote a book about the history of
Westfield.

Dr. Philhower collected American In-
dian relics, and donated his extensive
collection to the N.J. State Museum upon
his death.

This award was created by The Rotary
Club of Westfield when Mark Smith was
Superintendent, to fill a void which ex-
isted in town. There were already awards
for middle school and high school teach-
ers, but no awards for elementary school
teachers.

Part of what the Rotary Club does is
look for needs in the town, and try to fill
those needs. Creating this award is a
perfect example of The Rotary Club help-
ing the community.

Thank you for correcting this over-
sight.

Dr. Michael Hart
Westfield

I would like the residents of this area to
be aware of something I experienced on
Monday, May 12. I was low on gas and I
stopped into a Raceway Gas Station. I
have stopped into Raceway Gas Stations
before, but I have never been to the one on
Rt. 22 East in Union, N.J.

Their price board does not list the prices
as most of us are used to. They list Regu-
lar (cash), followed by Regular (credit),
followed by Premium (credit). I wonder
how many people have been in and out of
this station without even noticing.

If I didn’t get out of the car for some-
thing, I would not have noticed. I went in
expecting to pay $3.539 for a gallon and
they were charging $3.619.

Granted, there are very small letters
that say cash and credit on the price board,
but I believe this is very deceptive. The
consumer is programmed to see the prices
for Regular, Plus and Premium.

I believe they are taking advantage of
the consumer by changing what we have
all been programmed to expect. The gas
station attendant doesn’t notify you ei-
ther. In fact, when I questioned the atten-
dant, he was rude, and he refused to
answer my questions.

I have contacted the corporate head-
quarters of Raceway Gas Stations. I will
wait patiently for their reply. I am not sure
if this is a new corporate price board
policy or if this is a local issue.

I made them aware of one thing. I will
not purchase Raceway gas again until
they explain this practice, and I will do
my best to make sure everyone is aware of
this situation. Remember, buyers beware.

Anthony Scaglione
Westfield

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Motorcyclists and Motorists Need
To Be Aware of Who Is in Other Lane
According to the State Police, from

2006 to 2007, the number of fatalities
resulting from motorcycle crashes in New
Jersey decreased by 15.5 percent – from
103 to 87. Although these figures show
that a decrease did occur, the 87 fatalities
is still the second-highest total recorded
in the last 12 years. That is 87 deaths too
many, and it is clear that we must con-
tinue to find ways to bring awareness to
this problem.

Motorcyclists and motorists need to
make a concerted effort to not only re-
sponsibly operate their vehicles at all
times, but also to be aware of the activity
going on around them in other lanes. May
is New Jersey Motorcycle Awareness
Month. By reminding all motorcyclists
and motorists to responsibly share the
roadways, hopefully we can further re-
duce the number of accidents and fatali-
ties. We all must work together.

As the days get warmer, more riders
will be out on the roadways, so it is

important for motorists to be alert of
motorcycles when traveling. I know it is
sometimes difficult for motorists to see
motorcyclists. Before switching lanes,
remember to double check your side and
rearview mirrors to ensure that every-
thing is clear. And before making a turn at
an intersection, give an extra look to each
side just to make sure nothing is coming
your way. Motorists, though, cannot be
entirely blamed for accidents.

There are plenty of safety measures
that motorcyclists can take to ensure safety
on the road. For one, motorcyclists should
travel in the part of the lane where they are
most visible to other motorists. Motorcy-
clists should also avoid riding in between
vehicles or making sudden lane changes.
As always, riders should obey the speed
limit, keep a safe following distance, and
wear full protective gear.

Sharon A. Harrington
NJ Motor Vehicle Commission

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

On Monday, May 12, 2008, the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains Planning Board
adopted a Resolution granting Prelimi-
nary & Final Major Subdivision, Variance
Approvals and a de minimus exception to
the Residential Site Improvement Stan-
dards to the Applicant, Anthony D’Amore,
for the properties located at 1240 and
1250 Cooper Road, Lots 2 & 3 of Block
14701 on the Tax Map of the Township of
Scotch Plains. The approvals will permit
the subdivision of the properties to create
two new building lots for the construction
of single-family homes along a proposed
cul-de-sac extension of Eton Row.

A copy of the Resolution is on file at the
Planning Board Office located in the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey and is
available for public inspection during of-
fice hours.

JOSEPH A. PAPARO, ESQ.
Attorney for the Applicant

1 T - 5/15/08, The Times Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on May 5,
2008 memorialized the following Board
action taken on April 7, 2008:

1. 07-24(V) In-Town Condominium
Construction Company, 111-129 Pros-
pect Street, Block 2506, Lots 6, 7 & 8,
Amended Site Plan. Applicant sought Site
Plan approval to retain three signs, on a
temporary basis, contrary to Sections
16.04R1, 16.07F, 16.04R4, 16.04R4a ,
and 16.04R4c  of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Amended application approved with
conditions.

2. 07-20 Echo Lake Country Club, 515
Springfield Avenue, Block 1501/1601,
Lots 2/2. Applicant proposes the dredging
of an existing decorative pond, construc-
tion of an irrigation pond, realignment of
pathways and construction of a 576 square
foot utility building. Application approved.

3. 08-03(V) A&R Westfield Broad
Street, LLC, 21 East Broad Street,  Block
2506, Lot 12, Applicant sought Prelimi-
nary And Final Major Site Plan Approval
with variances  to construct a one-story
retail building on a vacant lot which will
have as tenants a retail store and a restau-
rant. Applicant sought variance relief from
Sections 17.02B, 17.02C7, 17.02E1,
17.04A, 17.05B, 17.05C, 16.04 E1B,
16.04E1, and 17.10C of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 5/15/08, The Leader Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/8/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(M) and in accordance with the
requirements for extraordinary,
unspecificable services. This contract and
the resolution authorizing it are available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION No: 2008-444
AWARED TO: Princeton Insurance,

Princeton, New Jersey
SERVICES: Renewing the professional

Malpractice Policy for Dr.Raymond Lanza
PERIOD: May 1, 2008-April 30, 2009
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$18,235.17. (No increase)

AWARED TO: Lloyds of London, c/o
Continental Marmorstein & Malone,
Paramus, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: Renewing the Lawyer’s
Professional Liability Policy for the
Prosecutor’s Office

PERIOD: May 1, 2008- April 30, 2009
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$112,005. (An increase of $4,531 from
last year)

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 5/15/08, The Leader Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/8/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-454
amending (Resolution No. 683-2005)
AWARDED TO: The Louis Berger

Group, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide professional

construction administration and inspec-
tion services for the Morris Avenue Corri-
dor Improvement project in the City of
Summit.

COSTS: in the amount of $37,118.03
for a new total contract amount of
$214,662.15.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 5/15/08, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/8/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable  service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-462
AWARDED TO: Joseph Jingoli &

Sons, Inc., Lawrenceville, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for site remediation at

the Venneri Complex, Westfield, New Jer-
sey

COSTS: in the amount of $392,800 for a
total contract amount of $1,906,845.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 5/15/08, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/8/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-455
AWARDED TO: PMK Group, Inc.,

Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: consulting and envi-

ronmental engineers, for repair of CO-
GEN Engine #3 Emissions Statement and
permit Reporting/Air and Water Compli-
ance Sservices for 2008

COSTS: in the amount of $65,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 5/15/08, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/8/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-436
AWARDED TO: Robert Clyman, M.D.

Montclair, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide required pro-

fessional psychiatric services to the pa-
tients/residents of the Cornerstone Unites
at Runnells Specialized Hospital.

Period: June 1, 2008-April 30, 2009
COSTS: in the amount of $138,600

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 5/15/08, The Leader Fee: $21.42

Legal Advertising

Author Visit and Book Sale
Are Scheduled at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS – Author and
journalist Alana Newhouse will speak
at the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey on Sun-
day, May 18, at 10 a.m. The JCC is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Ms. Newhouse will discuss her new
book, “A Living Lens: Photographs
of Jewish Life From the Pages of The
Forward,” which represents the Jew-
ish experience in America over the
past 100 years.

This program is being co-sponsored
by the JCC and the Workmen’s Circle.
The cost to attend is $10 for members
of the JCC and the Workmen’s Circle
and $12 for others.

Reservations are recommended. To
make a reservation or obtain more
information, contact Michele
Dreiblatt at mdreiblatt@jccnj.org or
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 205.

Additionally, the JCC of Central
New Jersey will hold its semi-an-
nual used book sale. Books will be

available for purchase from Sunday,
May 18, through Friday, May 23, at
the JCC.

Proceeds from this sale will benefit
the JCC’s Senior Adult Department’s
Nutrition Program, which provides
hot meals for senior citizens. For more
information about the used book sale
or the Senior Adult Services Depart-
ment, contact Nan Statton at
nstatton@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 207.  Informa-
tion also is available at jccnj.org.

Alana Newhouse
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 09-08 BOILER REPAIR/CLEANING

FOR THE 2008-2009 AND
2009-2010 SCHOOL YEARS

BIDS DUE:
JUNE 5, 2008 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bids
shall be received after the time desig-
nated.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all bids
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x),
(y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to
waive any informalities. The Board further
reserves the right to take such alternates
as they deem appropriate, and in any
order that the Board feels may be in the
best interest of the Westfield Public School
District.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockhold-
ers owning 10% or more of their stock.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/15/08, The Leader Fee: $71.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 09-09 EMERGENCY SERVICE

AND PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE
OF REFRIGERATION

FOR THE 2008-2009 AND
2009-2010 SCHOOL YEARS

BIDS DUE:
JUNE 12, 2008 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bids
shall be received after the time desig-
nated.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all bids
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x),
(y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to
waive any informalities. The Board further
reserves the right to take such alternates
as they deem appropriate, and in any
order that the Board feels may be in the
best interest of the Westfield Public School
District.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockhold-
ers owning 10% or more of their stock.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/15/08, The Leader Fee: $73.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 09-10 HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR

CONDITIONING SERVICE AND
REPAIR WORK FOR THE 2008-2009

AND 2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
JUNE 12, 2008 AT 1:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bids
shall be received after the time desig-
nated.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all bids
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x),
(y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to
waive any informalities. The Board further
reserves the right to take such alternates
as they deem appropriate, and in any
order that the Board feels may be in the
best interest of the Westfield Public School
District.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockhold-
ers owning 10% or more of their stock.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/15/08, The Leader Fee: $72.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:

MILLING & TOP COURSE
PAVING OF DEER PATH AND
A PORTION OF GLENSIDE
AVENUE (CONTRACT E2008-
1)

Major items and approximate quantities
for this project are:

Milling, 2 inch Depth - 8,800 Square
Yards

Superpave Hot Mix Asphalt Surface
Course, 2 inch Thick - 1,150 Tons

Traffic Striping, Thermoplastic - 5,300
Linear Feet

This project will be partially funded by
the New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation, Bureau of Local Aid.

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal  Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076 (ATTN: Barbara  Riepe, Township
Clerk) until 10:00 a.m. on May 29, 2008.
The Township of Scotch Plains (hereinaf-
ter “Township”) shall not be responsible
for any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service or
other delivery service. At the above time,
the bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud. All bids must be presented in sealed
envelopes, clearly marked “Bid for MILL-
ING & TOP COURSE PAVING OF DEER
PATH AND A PORTION OF GLENSIDE
AVENUE (CONTRACT E2008-1), 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey 07076”. No bid will be received after
the time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within sixty (60) days after the
date of the bid opening except if provided
for herein. The bid of any Bidder who
consents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between Bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms pro-
vided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the Bid Package. Plans and specifications
for this work may be examined at the
Office of the Township Engineer, Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, during business hours,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., beginning May 22,
2008, and purchased for a $25.00 non-
refundable fee.

Bid proposals and all required documents
must be completed and submitted by the
date as set forth above. All documents in
the enclosed Bid Package must accom-
pany the bid proposal. Additionally, a certi-

fied check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to the
Township of Scotch Plains shall be submit-
ted with each bid as a guaranty that if a
contract is awarded the Bidder shall ex-
ecute said Contract. The Bid Security shall
be in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the
total amount of the bid or Twenty-Thou-
sand Dollars ($20,000.00), whichever is
lower. All bid Security, except the Bid Secu-
rity of the three (3) apparent lowest respon-
sible Bidders shall, if requested in writing,
be returned after ten (10) days from the
opening of the bids (Sundays and holiday
excepted) and the bids of such Bidders
shall be considered withdrawn.

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et  seq. In the event of
an equal or tie bid, the Township shall
award the bid to the Bidder which, in the
Township’s sole discretion, best serves
the interest of the Township. The Town-
ship also reserves the right to reject any
and all bids if sufficient funds are not
available and/or appropriated. The se-
lected Bidder, will, within seven (7) days of
award of the bid, enter into an appropriate
contact with the Township.

All Bidders must comply with N.J.S.A.
10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27, relat-
ing to Equal Employment Opportunities.
All Bidders must also comply with the
Americans With Disability Act, where ap-
plicable.

All Bidders must be registered with the
New Jersey Department of Labor to en-
gage in public work as defined in the
requirements listed under N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.51 through 56.55, as well as N.J.A.C.
12:62-1.1. All Bidders must comply with
P.L. 2004, c. 57 and be registered with the
New Jersey Division of Revenue. Each bid
must be accompanied by a State of New
Jersey Business registration certificate for
the contractor and any subcontractor. Any
bid submitted without the aforesaid busi-
ness registration certificate shall be re-
jected according to law.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as
per N.J.A.C. 34:11-56, 25 et seq.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Thomas Atkins
Municipal Manager

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T- 5/15/08, The Times Fee: $107.61

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its May 12, 2008 meeting for the follow-
ing applications heard at its April 14, 2008
meeting:

 David Barbosa, 400-402 East Dudley
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a deck contrary to Sections
12.04G, 12.04F1, 12.04F2, 11.08E5,
11.08E6, and 19.03A of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
all improvement coverage of 50%. Pro-
posed is 59.6%. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20% without deck,
22% with deck. Proposed is 41% without
deck, 45.2% with deck. Ordinance requires
a street side yard setback of 20 feet.
Proposed is 9.7 feet. Ordinance requires a
side yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is
4 feet. Ordinance does not allow expan-
sion of a structure that is non-conforming
because of use. Permitted is a single fam-
ily dwelling. Present is a two family dwell-
ing. Proposed is constructing a rear deck
on a two family dwelling.

David & Lisa Bleich, 15 Normandy
Drive, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a deck less than 4 feet high contrary
to Section 11.07E7 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application approved.

Dr. & Mrs. James Frost, 5 Radley
Court, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a two story addition contrary to Sec-
tion 11.06E7 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application approved.

Arthur & Margaret Debowski, 880
Dorian Road, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to construct a two story addition con-
trary to Section 12.04F of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved.

Risa Lower, 810 Prospect Street, Ap-
plicant seeks permission to construct a
one story addition contrary to Section
11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ap-
plication approved.

Roy Mandelbaum & Mary Jo
McShane, 934 Ripley Avenue, Applicant
seeks permission to construct a second
story addition contrary to Sections 12.04F1,
12.04E1 and 11.09E7 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved.

Sun Institute (Dahn Yoga), 241 North
Avenue West, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to install a 24 inch x 24 inch sign,
perpendicular to the wall of the building
contrary to Section 16.03C2 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved.

Robert and Kristen Winters, 712
Belvidere Avenue, Applicant seeks per-
mission to construct a single story addition
and patio contrary to Section 11.09E6 and
11.09E10 (12.04F1) of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application approved.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 5/15/08, The Leader Fee: $60.69

Garden Fair and Plant Sale
Set for May 18 at Trailside

ELIZABETH – The 19th annual
Union County Spring Garden Fair
and Plant Sale will be held on Sun-
day, May 18, rain or shine, from noon
to 5 p.m. by the Trailside Nature and
Science Center in the Watchung Res-
ervation. The fair is a project of the
Rutgers Master Gardeners of Union
County.

The Spring Garden Fair features
annuals and perennials for sale, many
raised by Master Gardener volun-
teers.

Among the offerings is a large se-
lection of tomatoes suitable for con-
tainer gardening, including Ramapo
Tomato seedlings. The Ramapo is an
heirloom variety legendary for its
firm, fragrant flesh.

Other highlights include garden
crafts for sale, handmade by the Mas-
ter Gardeners, free activities for chil-
dren, “The Cupcake Café” featuring
home-baked goods for sale, a free
clinic for gardening problems, free
tours of the Demonstration Garden,
gently-used gardening books and
magazines for sale, and soil test kits
for sale. The $15 price includes a
Rutgers laboratory evaluation with
recommendations.

“Last year, more than 1,000 people
attended the fair,” said Joanne
Krueger, Master Gardener and Sale
Committee Chair. “Many came pre-
pared with their own little red wagons
for hauling plants.”

Proceeds from the garden fair ben-
efit the Master Gardener programs,
including horticultural scholarships
for students of Union County College
and Vo-Tech high school.

The Master Gardeners are specially
trained volunteers who work with the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of

Union County to deliver horticulture
programs and information to the gen-
eral public.

Any Union County resident can
apply to become a Master Gardener.
The next training period starts in the
fall. To apply, call (908) 654-9854,
extension 2240. Applications are also
available at the fair.

The Master Gardeners also host a
free gardening helpline at (908) 654-
9852, or by e-mail at
mastergardeners@ucnj.org. They
conduct school visits and horticul-
tural therapy sessions, and tend the
Demonstration Garden at Trailside.
Vegetables and cut flowers from the
garden are donated to food banks
and hospitals.

Free parking for the fair is located
at the corner of New Providence Road
and Coles Avenue in Mountainside.
For maps and directions, visit
ucnj.org/parks.

More information about the Mas-
ter Gardener programs is available at
mastergardeners-uc.org.

HITCHING A RIDE…Peanut enjoys sharing a ride with plants at last year’s
Union County Spring Garden Fair and Plant Sale. This year’s event will be held
on Sunday, May 18, rain or shine, from noon to 5 p.m. at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center in the Watchung Reservation. More information is available at
mastergardeners-uc.org.

AND THE AWARD GOES TO…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
students proudly accept 2008 Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) UNICO Scholar-
ships and Brian Piccolo Awards at UNICO’s annual awards dinner. SP-F School
Superintendent Margaret Hayes offers congratulations to the winners. Pictured,
left to right, are: Margaret Hayes, Erin Rossi, Alyssa Straniero, Amanda Curcie,
Francesca Lumetta and Brian Hessemer. Not pictured: Silvano DiMonte, Jr.

SP-F UNICO Honors
Students at Awards Dinner

SCOTCH PLAINS – Four Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) students were presented
with Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F)
UNICO Memorial Scholarships and
two SPFHS students received the
Brian Piccolo Scholar-Athlete Awards
during the 2008 Scholarship and Char-
ity Awards Dinner of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO
National held on April 22, at Pantagis
Renaissance in Scotch Plains. Dona-
tions were also presented to eleven
local and national charities at the
event.

Chapter President Frank DiNizo
welcomed all of the students, parents
and charity representatives to the din-
ner on behalf of the 73 members of
the chapter.

Amanda Curcie, Silvano DiMonte,
Jr., Francesca Lumetta and Alyssa
Straniero of SPFHS were awarded
2008 SP-F UNICO Memorial Schol-
arships. The Memorial Scholarships
give each student winner up to $2,000
to be used for the freshman year of
study at their chosen school. They are
awarded based on the combined fac-
tors of academic achievement, school
involvement, community service and
financial requirements to students of
Italian heritage as voted by the mem-
bers of the Chapter.

Erin Rossi and Brian Hessemer of
SPFHS were chosen to receive the
SP-F UNICO 2008 Brian Piccolo
Awards. Each UNICO chapter na-
tionwide presents the award to the
Italian-American students in their
community who best combine aca-
demic achievement, athletic perfor-
mance and positive character traits as
exhibited in the life of Brian Piccolo.

The Brian Piccolo Award is con-
sidered to be the most prestigious
student award that UNICO presents.
Each student receives up to $500 to
be used for the freshman year of study
at his or her chosen school. Erin and
Brian were also recognized at the
UNICO District X Brian Piccolo
Awards Breakfast.

The Chapter also presented eleven
charities with donations. These chari-
ties included the Center for Hope

Hospice, Cystic Fibrosis Foundation,
FOP International, Healing the Chil-
dren, Lupus Foundation, the Matheny
School, the McAuley School, the
Occupational Center, St. Joseph So-
cial Service Center, Raphael’s Life
House and the Emmanuel Cancer
Foundation.

This year the chapter celebrates 35
years of service to the community.
The chapter provides scholarship pro-
grams, supports charitable organiza-
tions, both locally and nationally,
encourages an appreciation of Italian
cultural heritage, and actively pro-
motes recognition of the important
contributions that Italian-Americans
have made and continue to make for
the well being of the nation.

Cav. Joseph Coccia was the key-
note speaker and stressed the impor-
tant role that this generation must
play to keep Italian cultural heritage
alive.

Readers are invited to the Annual
Labor Day Italian Festival held at St.
Bartholomew’s Church on Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains. This is a
major fundraiser for the chapter and
continued support is appreciated.

Anyone who is Italian-American
or is married to an Italian-American
can become a member of the chapter.
For information, visit spfunico.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on May 12, 2008, the
Board adopted the Preliminary and Final
Major Subdivision Resolution for Anthony
D’Amore, for 1240 and 1250 Cooper Road,
Block 14701, Lots 2 and 3 which proposes
to subdivide two lots into four lots which
was approved by the Planning Board at
their April 24, 2008 meeting.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and avail-
able for public inspection during regular
office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 5/15/08, The Times Fee: $17.34

Trailside Offers Sierra
Educational Trail Hike

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will offer a guided educational hike
along a section of the Sierra Trail in
the Watchung Reservation from the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside on Saturday, May
17, from 9 a.m. to noon.

“May is a beautiful time to explore
the reservation and enjoy the sights
and sounds of spring and the great
outdoors,” said Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada.

The Watchung Reservation is the
largest protected area of land in Union
County. Its 2,060 acres offer a variety
of habitats for plants and animals.
Attendees will have the oppoutunity
to join a Trailside park naturalist on a
hike along a portion of the Sierra
Trail to learn about the diversity of
flora and fauna living in the
reservation.

Visitors will explore mixed
hardwood forests surrounding the
Trailside and Watchung Stable as well
as wetland areas at the headwaters of
Lake Surprise.

Partcipants should dress for the
weather by bringing sturdy hiking
shoes, water and a snack. The hiking
pace will be moderate. The fee is $10
per person for Union County residents
and $15 per person for out-of-county
hikers. Pre-registration is
recommended as space is limited.

 Trailside is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.
For more information call (908) 789-
3670, or visit the website  ucnj.org/
trailside.

DAYTRIPPING…Members of the antiques department of Woman’s Club of
Westfield enjoyed a history-filled daytrip to Perth Amboy recently. The day
began with an early seafood luncheon near the water, setting a nautical mood for
the day. Next was a visit to the Perth Amboy Gallery for the Arts and St. Peter’s
Church to see the Memorial Window. At St. Peter’s, a churchman gave a lecture,
offering a wealth of historical facts. Then came a tour of the Proprietary House
– The Mansion of the Royal Governor, William Franklin, son of Benjamin
Franklin. William Franklin was the last governor of the original 13 colonies.
Above, the ladies enjoy tea in the Proprietary House. They are, from left, Marjorie
Wieseman, trip coordinator Phyliss Snyder, Sally Brown and Nita McHugh.

Single Jewish Friends
To Dine at Red Lobster

AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Luncheon on Sunday, May 18, at
noon at Red Lobster, located at U.S.
Highway 1 South and Gill Lane
(across from Woodbridge Mall) in
Woodbridge. The cost is $3 plus the
price of a meal off the menu and tip.
Those interested in attending the lun-
cheon are asked to respond by calling
Roberta at (908) 668-8450, or e-mail-
ing roger678@optonline.net.

Dietician to Discuss
Quick, Healthy Meals
WESTFIELD – Dr. Karen Ensle, a

registered dietician, will hold a “Quick
and Healthy Meals” presentation on
Wednesday, May 21, from 7 to 9 p.m.
It will take place at Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension of Union County, lo-
cated at 300 North Avenue, East, in
Westfield.

This program will inform attendees
how to plan quick meals that are low in
fat, salt and sugar. Participants also
will learn how food planning can help
them eat more nutritiously and cut
their food costs.

Registration is required. To register,
interested individuals may call Digna
at (908) 654-9854. Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension programs and services
are offered without regard to sex, race,
color, national origin, disability or age.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on May 1, 2008, the following deci-
sion of the Board was memorialized:

Approved: Francis and Teresa
Quigley, to construct a new attached ga-
rage addition at 539 Cedar Street, Block
3502, Lot 2, with a variance for the mini-
mum front-yard setback.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 5/15/08, The Times Fee: $14.28

Husky Club Offers
Eye Clinic for Dogs

BRIDGEWATER — The Garden
State Siberian Husky Club is offering
an all-breed eye clinic on May 16,
from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Somerset
County 4-H Center, on Milltown Road
in Bridgewater. All dogs are wel-
come.

Dr. James Clinton, Diplomat,
American College of Veterinary Oph-
thalmologists, is the examining vet-
erinarian. He will examine dogs for
hereditary and congenital eye dis-
eases. Those breeds affected by one
of the several hereditary eye diseases
include, Siberian Huskies, Alaskan
Malamutes, Samoyeds, Australian
Cattle Dogs, Beagles, Poodles, Cava-
lier King Charles Spaniels, English
Springer Spaniels, Cocker Spaniels,
Irish Setters, Bernese Mountain Dogs,
Labrador Retrievers, Golden Retriev-
ers, Shar-Pies, Llasa Apsos, Peking-
ese, Portuguese Water Dogs, German
Shepherds, German Shorthair Point-
ers, Great Danes, Havanese, Corgies,
Shelties, Akitas, Afghans, Dalma-
tians, Dachshunds, Doberman Pinch-
ers, Belgian Sheepdogs, Collies, Soft
Coated Wheatons, and Jack Russell
and Yorkshire Terriers.

The fee is $30.00 per dog. Pre-
registration is required. Please bring
your AKC number with you. For more
information, contact Kathy Murarik
at (973) 663-2164, or
murarik@optonline.net.
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2008 RAIDER

SOCCER CAMP
at Scotch Plains -

Fanwood High School

Director

Tom Breznitsky
SP-FHS

Boys Varsity Coach

Home of the

7 time

NJ State Champion

Boys’ Soccer Team

SESSION I – JULY 7-11

SESSION II –JULY 21-25

For More Information, Please Call:

Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102

email: raidercamp@comcast.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

“The Only Local Camp

Not Held in a Park!”

Goal Keeper Training

Tactical Camp for Teams

Novice to Advanced

Grades 1-11

Indoor Facilities

Boys & Girls

Fully Insured

Our 15th Consecutive Season

FC Premier Announces 2008-09 Tryout Schedule

FC Premier, one of the top premier soccer programs, provides premier players a unique opportunity to train, 
play and develop in one of the top soccer environments in New Jersey.

Training/Games on turf and natural grass
Indoor turf field for consistent winter training program
Full support from one of the largest soccer club’s in NJ
Three training sessions per week with full time professional coach’s 
Located in Westfield with easy access to GSP and Rt. 22

U12 BOYS       DOB 8/1/95-7/31/96 
MAY 22 5:00-6:30PM HOULIHAN Turf Complex
MAY 29 5:00-6:30PM HOULIHAN Turf Complex

U13 BOYS DOB 8/1/94-7/31/95 
MAY 3    6:00-8:00pm Soccer Centers Somerset
MAY 22             6:30-8:00pm                               Sid Fey Turf Complex

U13 GIRLS DOB 8/1/94-7/31/95
May 17  9:00-11:00am                             Tamaques Intermediate Middle School
May 22 6:30-8:00 pm HOULIHAN Turf Complex

U14 BOYS DOB 8/1/93-7/31/94
MAY 22     8-9:30pm      HOULIHAN Turf Complex
MAY 29             8-9:30pm       HOULIHAN Turf Complex

U14 girls DOB 8/1/93-7/31/94
May 17             11:00-1:00 pm Tamaques Intermediate Middle School
May 15th          6:30-8:00pm  HOULIHAN Turf Complex 

• Players are encouraged to attend both tryouts dates for their age group
• Attendance to at least one tryout is required
• No part of any travel uniform may be worn to a tryout 

Players should register for tryouts via the FC Premier link under Site Contents.

DIRECTIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS CAN BE SEEN ON

WWW.WESTFIELDNJSOCCER.COM
including Soccer Centers in Somerset

and will have up to date information.

BONADIES GETS 3 RBI; PICCOLA, MAXWELL ADD RBI

Elizabeth Nine Burns Raiders
With 3-Run Homer in Eighth

CAPP CRACKS 3-RUN HR, JENKINS FANS SIDE IN 7TH

Blue Devils Silence Cougars
In UCT Baseball Semis, 5-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Mike Cappiello’s three-run
home run in the top of the first inning
gave junior fireballer Chris Jenkins
the comfort level he needed to help
guide the second-seeded Westfield
High School baseball team to a 5-1
victory over third-seeded Cranford in
the semifinals of the Union County
Tournament at Williams Field in
Elizabeth on May 10. Senior
centerfielder Evan Eisenberg made a
pair of spectacular catches to make
sure that the 14-4 Blue Devils main-
tained that comfort level.

The Cougars, who fanned 12 times
against Jenkins in a 4-1 loss on April
Fools Day, used a strategy of hitting
his first pitch in the early innings and
found some success making contact.
It was not until the third inning that
Jenkins recorded his first strikeout
but he saved his best till last, striking

out two in the sixth inning and fan-
ning the side in the seventh.

“You got to give them all the credit
in the world. They must have put their
time in the batting cages because it
was a different team than I saw at the
beginning of the year,” said Jenkins,
who improved to 5-1.

“We swung the bat today. Unfortu-
nately, we hit some balls at them and
they made some nice plays,” said
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffery. “The kid made some nice
plays out in centerfield, twice. If one
is hit a little more to the right side, it’s
off the wall.”

“They were hitting his fastball.
They put the bat on the ball. Cranford
is never, never ever going to quit in a
game,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster. “And it’s all because
of coach McCaffery.”

Eisenberg’s first fabulous catch
came on Jenkins’ first pitch of the

game when leadoff batter Rob
Colaneri drilled a shot toward the
centerfield screen but his more cru-
cial catch came in the fourth. With
two outs and two Cougars on base,
Jim Knight, who was also the starting
pitcher, launched a shot that forced
Eisenberg to bounce off the screen,
while making the grab to prevent two
runs from scoring.

“That’s my job! I go out there to
catch the ball. I saw the ball go up. I
got back, felt myself at the wall, went
up an caught it,” said Eisenberg.
“That’s my game. I play with my
hands, my legs and my glove. I do
what I can to help my big man
(Jenkins). That’s why we play as a
team, nine men on the field together
to win the game.”

Also in that inning, Blue Devil
third baseman Mike Melillo backed
up a bad throw on a force play at

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An outstanding pitching perfor-
mance by sophomore pitcher Gary
Binkiewicz was spoiled when Sammy
Rosario hit a three-run homer in the
bottom of the eighth inning to give
top-seeded Elizabeth a dramatic 7-5
triumph over the fourth-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School base-
ball team in the semifinals of the
Union County Tournament in Eliza-
beth on May 10.

“We started out a little shaky. I
think the nerves got to us, being so
young, but once we settled in, we
played a great game. We battled back
from a 3-0 deficit and took the lead,”
said Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock. “Eighth inning, I thought
that ball was a pop-up and it just
carried out there. Gary threw an un-
believable game. He showed that he
is one of the best pitchers in this
county and his effort showed that to
everyone.”

Binkiewicz (5-2) mixed his pitches
well. He held the 14-3 Minutemen to
nine hits, walked two and fanned four.
Minutemen starter Gio Caraballo gave
up three runs on five hits in his six
innings, while striking out three, walk-
ing one and hitting a batter. Relief
pitcher Roberto Ramos picked up the
victory.

“They hit the fast ball real well so
I threw a lot of off speed. Towards the
later innings, everything started work-

ALLEMAN SHOVES SHOT 64’0.3/4”, DOLIBER WINS 1600

Lady Raiders Lead First Half
Of WC Track & Field Meet

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Inclement weather that postponed
the completion of the Watchung Con-
ference track & field championships
until May 13 left the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls clinging
to a one-point advantage over Union
at the halfway point, which took place
on May 8 at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield.

The Lady Raiders had a 59-58 edge
over the Farmers, while the Blue Devil
girls were in fifth with 21 points. The
Raider boys were sitting in second
place with 50 points behind Irvington
at 59 points, while the Blue Devil
boys were seated in third with 34
points.

Raider senior Mike Alleman con-
tinued to extend the distance of his
shoves in the shot put, this time with
a personal-record (PR) 64’0.75” to
lead a 1-2-3 sweep in the event.
Jason Boff had a PR push of 46’4” to
place second and Matt McQuoid had
a toss of 44’10” to grab third. Blue

Devil John DiIorio placed fourth with
a throw of 43’4”. Alleman also won
the event his sophomore and junior
seasons.

“Everybody threw well. Boff threw
amazing today. This is my first PR
all spring, so I am definitely glad
about that. It gets some momentum
going. Hopefully, I can build on it
from there. I was a lot faster today.
My speed was a big difference. I was
getting a lot more pop. I was getting
my right leg under me, a lot more
push,” said Alleman, who jokingly
added that, “You could always find

the shot putters around the ice cream
truck.”

Boff, whose throw was a PR by
three feet, said, “Today, I had my
elbow up where it was supposed to. I
got my leg under me and just went
after it.”

Raider Pat Doliber showed that he
had some kick of his own to cross first
in the 1,600 meters with a time of
4:30.3 followed by Blue Devil Alex
Tarlow, who kicked hard to finish
second at 4:33.5 ahead of Kearny’s
Brian Mendez at 4:34.2. Raiders

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADVANCING TO THE UCT CHAMPIONSHIP GAME…The Blue Devils rush the mound to congratulate pitcher Chris
Jenkins, center, after he struck out the side in the seventh inning to nail down a 5-1 victory over Cranford in the UCT
semifinals.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG MAN ROARS IN FOR A SCORE…Raider senior first baseman Kevin Maroney, No. 13, burns home plate with a run
after uncorking a double to right and a fielder’s choice by sophomore designated hitter John Maxwell in the seventh inning.
The Raiders lost in the eighth, 7-5.
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Blue Devil Boys, Raider Girls Win
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Blue Devils Silence Cougars
In UCT Baseball Semis, 5-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

        Blue Devil

Fast Pitch Softball Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 23th – June 26th, 2008

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Westfield High School

Camp Director:  Maggie McFadden
For More Information call:  732-873-5399
Email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Blue Devil

Field Hockey Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 30th - July 3rd, 2008

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Kehler Stadium

Camp Directors:  Maggie McFadden & Nancy Babbitt
For More Information call:  908-464-2686

Email:  nbabbitt@westfieldnjk12.org

“The Only Local
Girl Camp Around”

2008 Second Annual
 SPF Girls Soccer Camp

Girls entering grades 4 thru 9
Monday – Friday  9:00am – 12:00pm

TRAINING PROGRAM INCLUDES
Skill development, Technical training, shooting, passing

A general evaluation of each player will be given at the end of the week
Camp will be run by Coaches from SPFHS and Union County

CAMP DIRECTOR
Kevin Ewing

SPF Varsity Girls Coach
Watchung Conference Champs

2003, 2004, 2006
Union County Champs

2005 and 2006
North 2 Group 3 State

Champions 2006

CAMP COACHES
Michelle Tobier SPF Varsity Assistant

Matt Tiedemann SPF JV Coach
Joe Higgins SPF Freshman Coach

Dave Moser Former New Providence Coach
Former SPF Players / Former

College Players

For more information please email: kewing@spfk12.org

Tuition: $125 Per Player

www.fanwoodsportscamps.com

AUGUST
11th - 15th

at Park Middle School Field

SPACE IS LIMITED

In case of rain, we will have access to the
Park Middle School Gymnasium

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

The Leader • The Times

New Subscriber • Renewal

One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76

College $20 (September - May)

       Name
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second and fired to Jenkins, who was
covering third, in time to nail Cougar
Mike Tubelli.

With Evan Shapiro, who doubled,
and Justin Olsen on base, Cappiello
blasted his homer over the right-
centerfield fence to give the Blue
Devils a 3-0 lead.

“He threw me first pitch fast ball
away and came back with a curve ball
then he threw me a fast ball and I
jumped on it,” said Cappiello. “It’s
good to have three runs to lead off
with.”

“It gave me a great cushion,” ex-
pressed Jenkins.

In the second, Mike Mosier took
one for the team and Melillo (2-for-2,
RBI) singled. Mosier scooted to third
when the Cougars turned a double
play then Einstein slapped an RBI
single to center.

From that point, the Cougars men-
aced Jenkins with two runners on
base in the second, third and fourth
innings but failed to get a runner
across the plate. Cougar Joe Della
Serra cracked a solo homer over the
right field fence in the fifth to make
the score, 5-1. But the most crucial
situation came in the bottom of the
sixth inning when the 13-5 Cougars
loaded the bases with nobody out.

Jenkins rose to the challenge, fanned
the next two batters and got the next
to ground out to second.

“It must have been nerve racking
for my parents but for me, at that
point, I just zoned in. I thought about
it when I was sitting on the bench. I
was just completely focused,” said
Jenkins, who scattered six hits, hit
two batters and struck out eight.

“We had a situation with the bases
loaded and no out and we weren’t able
to put the ball in play. When you get
few chances against good teams, we
had our chance and we didn’t ex-
ecute,” said Cougar coach McCaffery.

Jenkins did, however, save his best
till last when he struck out the heart of
the Cougar order (Della Serra, An-
drew Ciencin and Dan Moreno) in the
seventh.

“I felt the vibes. My team was in
the dugout. I don’t think we have
been any louder. I was pumped up,”
said Jenkins.

The Blue Devils will face top-
seeded Elizabeth for the title on Sat-
urday, May 17, at Williams Field at 2
p.m.
Westfield 310 001 0 5
Cranford 000 010 0 1

Knowing About Your Past
Different Than Living In It

It was almost noon on March 12 as
I plopped down on a stool at The Café
in Langhorne, Pa. Opening the Phila-
delphia Inquirer to the “on this date”
section I noticed that March 12 was
the birthday of Jack Kerouac.

So I mentioned that to Shayne, one
of the waitresses. Her response? “Who
is he?”

Doing a double take, I asked if she
was kidding. She wasn’t. Then she
asked co-worker Debbie if she knew
who he was. “No, who is he?”

An older couple, maybe in their
50s, was paying their tab and Debbie
asked them if they knew who Jack
Kerouac was. Yet another “nope.”

Finally one customer said they
thought he might have been a writer. I
asked the waitresses if they’d ever
heard of “On the Road” and Shayne
starting singing the Willie Nelson song
of a similar name.

Why do we bring this up in the
Devil’s Den? Well for a minority of
some aging baby-boomers, and a ma-
jority of those anti-establishment
types, Jack Kerouac was, is, and al-
ways will be “the man.” He was one of
those guys at the vanguard of the “beat”
movement, which some of us still cher-
ish. And to be surrounded by a bunch
of people who had never even heard of
one of the most important writers of
the 20th century was quite a shock.

And I know the old story about how
there are 100 million people in China,
who don’t care about the Super Bowl
or the World Series. But to have so
many people not know who Jack
Kerouac is … was a shock to my
system.

I guess it’s like not knowing the
Paul McCartney used to be in a band
called The Beatles, or not knowing
that the Army-Navy football game used
to be bigger than Ohio State-Michi-
gan, or not knowing lots of things that
once were fact, and now are just a
faded memory or, worse, forgotten.

Think it doesn’t happen? In high

Devil of the Week
Evan Shapiro

Baseball

school, my safe driving instructor was
an old guy named Mr. Freeman. He
wore a baseball cap worn tight over his
eyes, usually had a two- or three-day
growth and generally looked like he’d
rather be somewhere else. I didn’t
think much about him either way. Then
one day I learned he’d been the coach
of some of the greatest WHS football
teams ever, back in the 1940s. And
he’d coached the Westfield American
Legion team to some county titles,
too. But I’d be willing to bet there is
not a single person at WHS under the
age of 50 who could guess who Joe
Freeman was, and what he meant to
the town and the school.

Could that ever happen to Gary
Kehler, who coached in a different era
(’60s and ’70s)? It’s doubtful, espe-
cially now that the Recreation Field
complex has been renamed Gary
Kehler Stadium – as well it should be
– with his football team’s accomplish-
ments listed for all to see on a huge
plaque outside the press box.

But what about Joe Freeman? Or
Walt Clarkson, the great cross-coun-
try/track coach? Or Olympians like
Bob Clotworthy, Dave Perkowski and
Chris Campbell? How to remember
those guys? Or does nobody else care?

Tamaques Park’s Field 2 is named
after Martin Burke and Al Moeller,
two guys who certainly put in a lot of
time for the youth of Westfield. And
The Den will continue to push for
Tamaques 4 to be named for the late
Robert Turner, who played and
coached semipro baseball in town for
nearly three decades.

Recently I got a couple of emails
from “old timers” saying they thought
it would be a great idea for WHS to
rename the varsity gym after the late
Ray Bailey. For those who have no
idea who Ray Bailey is, consider that
most people now in their mid- to late-
60s think Ray Bailey would’ve been
an NBA player, ala his contemporary,
Rick Barry of Roselle Park. At 6-foot-
7 and growing, Bailey was a key mem-
ber of the 1959 basketball team that
won WHS’s first county champion-
ship. And that summer he was the
leading hitter (.439) on the Westfield
American Legion Post 3 baseball team
that won the county title. Sadly, in the
early morning hours of Sept. 8, 1959,
he was murdered by his deranged
mother. Ray Bailey never got to have
a senior year, one that would probably
still be talked about to this day.

But how much do today’s townsfolk
care about the greats of the town’s
past?

I think town/local history is more
important than world history, and
should be a mandatory course at WHS.
Many people know the Addams Fam-
ily TV show and movie, but not many
know the original cartoon was created
by Charles Addams (WHS, ’29; his
name is Adams in the alumni direc-
tory), or that the house at 552 Elm
Street was the likely source of the
Addams Family house. How about
black poet Langston Hughes and black
singer-actor-activist Paul Robeson? Or
Davis Cup tennis player Ham
Richardson and his brothers Tom and
Dave? How about All-American swim-
mer Danny Nichols, who was killed in
Vietnam in 1969? The list of names
could get very long, and they’re all
from Westfield at some point.

One thing is certain. Once some-
body or something is forgotten, they
are f-o-r-g-o-t-t-e-n. It’s all over. Those
accomplishments become like look-
ing at something in your car’s rear-
view mirror, slowly … fading … away
… until … it … disappears ... gone
forever.

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
He who is rash too early may be-

come cautious too late.
THIS AND THAT

It will be WHS vs. Elizabeth in the
UCT baseball final Saturday, 2 p.m.,
at Elizabeth; it’s a rematch of the 1995
final, won by the Brew Crew. WHS
got there last Saturday with a 5-1 win
over Cranford, with junior Chris
Jenkins escaping a bases-loaded, none-
out jam in the sixth with two K’s and
a soft grounder, then putting up three
straight K’s to end it in the seventh.
Mike Cappiello’s three-run home run
in the first inning was the key hit.

The WHS golf team won the 27th
county championship in school his-
tory last Thursday, with senior Dan
Liebowitz again leading the way with
a 77. ... The WHS tennis team was to
play Edison Tuesday in the sectional
quarterfinals and, with a win, would
be playing the J.P. Stevens-Franklin
survivor in the semifinals (today). The
other sectional semi figured to match
Ridge against Bridgewater-Raritan,
two teams WHS has handled already
this year.

IN PASSING …
Back in the Year 12 B.C. (that’s 12

years before Shaun Cherewich intro-
duced lacrosse to the town), Gerry
Glassey was one of the toughest foot-
ball players around. He was an out-
standing two-way tackle on the 1965
and ’66 WHS football teams that went
a combined 16-1-1, winning the first
16 before being tied by Barringer and

losing to Plainfield. But the sport
Glassey would’ve really excelled at
was lacrosse. We say this because af-
ter high school, he became one of the
toughest (and earliest) rugby players
around.

Sadly, we got word from Faithful
Reader 66 (Paul Harbaugh) of the re-
cent passing of Gerry Glassey. With
fellow roughnecks Bill Backus at DT,
Ted Raabe at nose guard, and Doug
Murphy and Pete Harvey at linebacker,
running up the middle against WHS
was nearly impossible. And that tough-
ness is one reason Glassey later ex-
celled at rugby, one of the toughest
sports in the world, along with Austra-
lian Rules and Gaelic football.

“Gerry had a passion and respect for
the game,” Harbaugh said. “For many
years we (Union Rugby, which Glassey
organized) were the best in New Jer-
sey and competed on a very high level.
Gerry would be very proud of the
growth of his sport in his hometown,
from the flag program to the high
school, especially the “giving back”
that so many of his fellow MudTurtles
are doing to make this happen … just
as he did.”

Speaking of the MudTurtles pro-
gram, Harbaugh’s current coaching
staff includes former WHS footballers
Clark Landale, Dave Jackson and
Doug Kehler.

WHO’S NO. 1?
In four weeks, the Den will reveal

who New Jersey’s all-time winningest
schools/towns. Almost 30 sports, 90
years, hundreds of team champions,
thousands and thousands of individual/
relay champions?

Will it be … Asbury Park? Ber-
nards? Camden? Columbia? Eliza-
beth? Haddonfield? Highland Park?
Long Branch? Montclair?
Moorestown? Mountain Lakes?
Paulsboro? Phillipsburg? Plainfield?
Ridgewood? Shawnee? Trenton?
Union? Westfield? Woodbury?

The winner is among those 20
schools. You’ll find out on June 12.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (263 South
Avenue West) goes to Evan Shapiro.
The senior shortstop banged out his
14th double, tying Kris Williams’
school single-season record (set in
1995), as WHS advanced to the cham-
pionship game of the Union County
Baseball Tournament. Shapiro is hit-
ting .500 on the season with just one
strikeout (looking) in 66 plate ap-
pearances.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVER!

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Cranford UCT
SPF/Elizabeth UCT

Union County Golf Tourney
Watchung Conference Track
Westfield/ALJ UCT Baseball
SPF/Summit UCT Baseball

UCT Quarterfinals on Page 17

We Want to Buy 
Your Westfield Home  

If you have what we’re looking for, let’s both save some trouble and 
expense by getting together right away! 

Kevin and Jill:  We’re looking for a bigger house in Edison School 
district only.  We seek a family room, master suite, 4 bedrooms.  
We’d consider a fixer-upper.  While we are flexible on location, we 
especially like the Stonehenge, Stoneleigh Park, Tamaques and    
Historic District areas.  We can consider up to $950,000. 

Jenny and Charles:  We are first time buyers and not a bit handy.  
We would like a newer or very renovated home, minimum 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths.  We are renting month to month and qualified to con-
sider up to $650,000. 

Jim and Frieda: We’d like a Victorian or Colonial in Roosevelt 
School district.  We like high ceilings, useful backyard, quiet street,  
family room or generous living room.  We are financially qualified to 
consider houses asking up to $1 million.  We are renting short term 
while we look.  We can close quickly or slowly for the right home. 

If you are thinking of selling your home, we want to be the 
first to know.  Please contact our Realtor—we have already negoti-
ated an attractive fee arrangement for all concerned.  Call Scott Glea-
son, RE/MAX Properties Unlimited.  Office 908-233-9292.  Mobile 
908-698-2630 or email Scott@LuxuryHomesNJ.com. 

This is not intended to solicit currently listed properties.  If you’re 
listed, we’re aware of your property.  PS, we are real, though our 
names are fictitious. 

If your home is not described above, but you would like a free home 
evaluation,  please visit www.ValueMyHomeNJ.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDING A COMFORT ZONE…Blue Devil Mike Cappiello launched a three-
run homer in the first inning against the Cranford Cougars.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  600 NORTH AVENUE, WEST  •  (908) 233-0065

Fantastic Essex Model in Heather Glen.  An Elegant New 55+ Adult
Community,  4 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths, Premium Corner Lot with
Wooded Views.  1st Fl. Master Bedroom Suite with Fireplace and Spa
Bath.  Gourmet Kitchen with All Stainless Steel Appliances, Designer
Cherry Cabinetry , Granite Counters, and Center Island with Zodiac
Stone, Open Floor Plan , Two Storey Entry & Family Room with Fireplace
with Pre-Wire Surround Sound Home Theatre.  All Hardwood Flooring
on the 1st Fl.  Fully Finished Lower Level/Great Room with Full Bath
and Home Theatre.  Major Upgrades Through Out !  A Beautiful Country
Like Setting near Brightwood Park.  Intimate Enclave of 51 Homes with
Manicured Lawns and Easy Living, Complete with Resident Clubhouse,
Outdoor Heated Pool, Billiards & Card Rooms.  Close to Downtown
Westfield. Come and Enjoy The Good Life.  $799,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sun. 5/18 •1-4pm

Cathy Lee Tomlinson
Sales Associate

Cell: 908-723-3099

Direct Line: 908-233-6406

124 Briar Hill Drive, Scotch Plains

Recently Featured On The
Westfield Symphony Tour of Notable Homes

David Ackerman
• Top Sales & Volume Month of April
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

David Ackerman
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite David in, and he’ll bring results!
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MARONEY SCORES 3 RUNS, DINIZO DRIVES IN 3 RUNS

Raiders Blank Summit, 10-0,
In UCT Baseball Quarters

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Believing that they can advance to
the championship for the first time
since winning the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) in 2004, the fourth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raiders took another step with
a five-inning, 10-0 victory over visit-
ing Summit in the UCT quarterfinal
round on May 7.

“We came in with a game plan and
these guys executed it perfectly. We
knew from scouting Summit that their
pitcher likes to work the outside part of
the plate so I told them they had to use
the middle of the field and look to go
opposite way with the ball. I think we
did a great job with the plan and we put
some good swings on the ball today,”
said Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock.

Senior right-hander Will Hubbard
(2-2), in 80 pitches, held the 12th
seeded Hilltoppers to nine hits, sat
down six batters and walked two, while
his team unloaded with everyone in
the lineup. Junior Kevin Maroney led
the 11-hit attack with two doubles, a
single, a run scored and an RBI off
Hilltopper righty Kevin Lackaye.

“Will did an outstanding job for us
today. He was able to throw all of his
pitches for strikes and really keep
Summit off balance. They came into
today’s game very hot and we knew if
he could mix up his pitches, he would
give our team a very good chance to
win,” said coach Baylock.

“All my pitches were working out
and I was hitting my spots. The field-
ing was great and the hitting was
phenomenal as well. Ten runs, I mean,
you can just keep on throwing strikes
and you feel the pitches work. It’s
pretty easy to pitch with a lead like
that,” said Hubbard.

The Raiders plated one run in the
bottom of the second inning. John
Maxwell laced a double over the
centerfielder’s head, took third on a
wild pitch and scored on a ground out
by Nick Bonadies. Summit managed
to get in scoring position in the top of
the third on back-to-back walks but
Gary Binkiewicz, however, responded
with a great running catch in right.

The Raiders tallied two more runs
in the third to extend the lead to 3-0.
Binkiewicz singled, Maroney drilled
a double to center and James Dinizo

laced a two-run single to left field.
The Raiders sent 12 men to the

plate in the fourth and seven of them
scored. Brian Piccola singled, Marcus
Rivera placed a perfect bunt in front
of the plate, advancing Piccola, and
Mike Ridge connected with an RBI
line drive. Next, Joe D’Annunzio
ripped a single, as Ridge skipped
safely into third base and Binkiewicz
launched his two-run heater over the
centerfielder’s head. Maroney tapped
an RBI single. Dinizo ricocheted a
shot off the centerfielder’s glove and
Maxwell delivered an RBI single.
Piccola stepped to the plate for the
second time and uncorked an RBI
single then Maxwell received a wel-
come home cheer from the dugout on
a passed ball.

“I am really excited about getting
back to the semifinal round. These
guys have worked so hard preparing
for this moment. I’m happy that they
are going to have the opportunity to
play in a big game and show everyone
how good they really are,” concluded
coach Baylock.
Summit 000 00 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 012 7x 10

LIEBOWITZ FINISHES SECOND IN PLAYOFF ROUND

Blue Devil Golfers Recapture
Union County Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School senior Co-
Captain Dan Liebowitz turned in con-
sistent rounds of 38-39 for a 77 total,
playing from the 6,904-yard, par 72
blue tees, and won a two-player sud-
den-death playoff round to help his
team recapture the Union County
Championship at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield on May 8. The Blue
Devils turned in a team total of 320 to
outdo the defending champion Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders, who fin-
ished with a 339 total.

On April 17, the Blue Devils have
been on a roll since recapturing the
Watchung Conference title that was
also won by the Raiders last year.

“We are feeling pretty good. We
took care of part one. We won the
conference and, last week, we had a
bunch of big matches against
Ridgewood, Hunterdon Central. We
played really well and won all three
of our matches,” said Liebowitz prior
to the county tournament. “The whole
team is feeling really good. I’m play-
ing all right, can’t complain. Every-
one is playing good, so we are look-
ing forward to today. We should have
some pretty good scores.”

Blue Devils Sean Elliott (39-41)
with an 80, Nick LiVolsi (44-37) with

an 81 and Dave Pusar (40-42) with an
82 finished sixth, seventh and 10th,
respectively. Raider senior Brian Pak,
last year’s individual champ, finished
tied for seventh with an 81.

“I shot a 77, won it by seven shots.
The conditions were pretty tough last
year, so everything went well for me,”
said Pak prior to the tournament. “We
are not as good as we were last year.
We lost a lot of seniors but we are
going to go out there and try the best
we can to win it again this year.”

Westfield, Summit, Oratory Prep
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood com-
peted in the first wave and A.L.
Johnson freshman Jacob Stockl, who
was in the second wave, shot a one-
over par 73 (36-37) to win the indi-
vidual title, so Liebowitz and
Oratory’s Steve Zychowski were in
the clubhouse tied at 77 and waiting
with nervous anticipation.

Once Liebowitz and Zychowski
learned that they would be in a play-
off for second place, they began at the
par-4, 401-yard first hole. Both came
up with a par but Liebowitz birdied
the par-4, 247-yard second hole to
secure second place.

Oratory Prep took third in the team
total with a 341. After Zychowski’s
77, Joe Lepri shot an 86, Tim Krull
shot an 88 and Andrew Barry turned

in a 90. Rob Weeks shot a 93.
Blue Devil Pat Clancy finished with

an 86 and Raiders Matt Plagge, John
DeMaio, Austin Pfundheller and
Steve Pak had respective scores of
83, 85, 90 and 101.

TOP 10 INDIVIDUALS:
1. Stockl (ALJ) (36-37) 73, 2. Liebowitz (W)
(38-39) 77, 3. Zychowski (O) (37-40) 77, 4.
Griffin Cooper (Summit) (38-40) 78,
5.Amato Bido (Dayton) (40-39)  79, 6.
Elliott (W) (39-41) 80, 7. LiVolsi (W) (44-
37), Pak (SPF) (43-38), Billy Sues (Brearley)
(39-42) with 81, 10. Pusar (W) (40-42) 82

Blue Devils Capture
Section Golf Crown

The Westfield High School golf
team out-shot Hunterdon Central by
two strokes to successfully defend its
North Jersey, Section 1-2 Group 4
title at Alpine Country Club in
Demarest on May 12. The Blue Dev-
ils turned in a team total of 337, while
Hunterdon Central totaled 339.

Freshman Sean Elliott turned in
the best score for the Blue Devils
with an 82. Dan Liebowitz shot an 83,
Nick LiVolsi had an 85 and Pat Clancy
shot an 87. The Blue Devils advanced
to compete in the Tournament of
Champions to be played at Beacon
Hill Country Club in Atlantic High-
lands on May 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO TEE OFF AT ECHO LAKE…The second foursome prepares to tee off at the Union County golf tournament.
Pictured, left to right, are: Joe Lepri (Oratory), Matt Plagge (Scotch Plains-Fanwood), Dan Liebowitz (Westfield) and Zach
Schlesinger (Summit). On left, Liebowitz tees off.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING THE ACTION HOME…Senior leftfielder Brian Piccola, No. 6, in his two appearances at the plate, singled, scored
a run and ripped an RBI single in the fourth inning. The Raiders crushed Summit, 10-0, in the UCT quarterfinals in Scotch
Plains on May 7.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

FANWOOD BI-LEVEL $429,000
Spacious 4 bedroom home conveniently located to downtown, schools and NYC
transportation. Recent updates include a new roof, CAC, furnace and HWH. This lovely
home also boasts an EIK with new countertops and generous FR, newer carpeting and in-law
possibilities.  MLS # 2496135

MOUNTAINSIDE RANCH $549,000

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/18  1-5PM $649,900SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $949,900

Gracious Ranch with an open floor plan just a short distance to town. This lovely home,
situated on a large corner lot offers a formal living room with a fireplace, dining room and
bright kitchen opening into a wonderful summer porch. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2 car attached
garage and numerous opportunities for expansion.  MLS # 2483923

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Stunning two year old 3,500 sq ft Center Hall Colonial, quality crafted by premier area
builder Michael Mahoney. Elegant details, fine appointments, hardwood flooring, 9ft ceiling
heights (1st floor) and open, spacious floor plan highlight this home. Situated in a cul-de-sac
neighborhood of newer houses, this home features a welcoming front porch and gracious
two story foyer. Gourmet eat-in-kitchen, complete with a center island, stainless steel
appliances, granite counters and tumbled marble backsplash. Grand family room with a
cathedral ceiling and fireplace, office, laundry/mud room showcase the 1st floor plan.
Magnificent master bedroom suite with sitting room includes a master bath with whirlpool
tub, stall shower and double vanity, his/her walk-in closets, plus 3 additional Bedrooms and
a full bath. Sliders from the kitchen lead to a private backyard with paver patio. A two car
attached garage and large unfinished basement complete this home.  MLS # 2486680

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/18  1-5PM $899,900
Beautifully renovated Colonial featuring 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 1st floor family room,
living room with fireplace, state-of-the-art kitchen with custom cherry cabinetry and
granite countertops. Master bedroom with walk-in closet and master bath with steam
shower and soaking tub. Three additional bedrooms, main bath with tumbled marble
and convenient second floor laundry. An inviting front porch, rear patio and professionally
landscaped yard complete this wonderful home.  Directions: Broad St. to Harrison Ave.
to Maye St #651.  MLS # 2500867

Charm abounds in this classic 5 bedroom, 2 full and 1 half baths Center Hall Colonial. The
first floor opens to a large foyer with 2 ample coat closets. On each side of this colonial you
will find elegant entertaining space. Both the formal dining room and living room have oversized
bay windows allowing the sunlight to stream in. The first floor family room features a stone
fireplace for warm cozy family gatherings. The large eat-in-kitchen has abundant custom
cabinetry and counter space. An au pair suite and laundry area is conveniently located down
the hall. The second floor features 4 oversized bedrooms and 2 full baths. The master retreat
is large and has its own full bath with private dressing room. It also features its own walk-in
closets and double ceiling fans. The home also includes an enormous high ceiling basement
with its own entry to the garage. The multi-zone central air, heated driveway and fenced in
pool add to the excellent value of the home.  DIRECTIONS: Park Ave becomes Martine.
MLS # 2476265

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION 1,569,000
This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace w/
marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar
& bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details.  MLS # 2488244

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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Elizabeth Nine Burns Raiders
With 3-Run Homer in Eighth

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

ing really well. It came down to two
strikes and I guess I just could not get
it done,” said Binkiewicz.

The Minutemen pushed two runs
across on two hits in the bottom of the
second inning then added a run in the
third when Ramos doubled and scored
on an infield error.

The Raiders retaliated with a run in
the top of the fourth. Kevin Maroney
reached first on a beauty of a bunt but
then became the victim of a force
play at second. Brian Piccola stepped

to the plate and uncorked a two-out
double, scoring Dinizio.

Nick Bonadies had the big hit for
the Raiders in the sixth when he ripped
a two-run single to right after Dinizo
reached on a double and John Max-
well, the designated hitter, was hit by
a pitch.

After a scoreless seventh inning, the
13-6 Raiders broke away with two
runs in eighth. Maroney doubled down
the right field line and came around to
score on a fielder’s choice RBI by
Maxwell. Bonadies followed with a
sacrifice fly ball to right for a 5-3 lead.

The Minutemen manufactured a
run on two hits and a hit batter to pull
within a run with two outs in the
bottom of the eighth. Facing a one
ball and two strikes situation, Rosario
tagged Binkiewicz’s fastball for the
game-winning three-run home run.

“It was so good until the last pitch.
The last pitch of the whole game is
when everything went down but we
worked hard all game and came back,”
said Maxwell.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 102 02 5
Elizabeth 021 000 04 7

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and the SP-F Times
www.goleader.com

May 15, 1998: For the fourth time
in five years, the Raider boys claimed
the Union County Track and Field
Championship; this time by out-point-
ing a strong Elizabeth team, 92-88.
Karl Jennings won the 110-hurdles
with a time of :14.1 and Blair Wood-
ward took second at :14.8. Woodward
pounced to first in the long jump with
a leap of 23-2.75, Adam Bowser seized
second with a leap of 20-8.75 and
Nathan Jones grabbed fifth with a
distance of 20-4.75.

May 13, 1998: Mary Korfmacher
and Katie Egan each came away with
double victories to help Blue Devil
girls’ track team successfully defend
their Watchung Conference Crown at
Gary Kehler Stadium. Korfmacher
took first in the 200-meters with a
personal-best time of :26.9 and later
turned in a leadoff split of 1:01.63 to
team up with Egan at 1:03.4, Sage
Stefiuk at 1:03.54 and Heather Dennis
at 1:04.51 to seize first in the 4x400
with a time of 4:12.8. Christine
Hillman had two of the three Raider
firsts as she leaped 15-2.25 in the long

jump and pushed the shot put 29-9.5.
May 12, 2001: Junior Kelly LaForge

went 4-for-5, scored twice and had
four RBI to help the top-seeded Raider
softball team overwhelm Union, 12-3,
earning the Raiders their first-ever
appearance in the Union County tour-
nament semifinals.

May 12, 2001: Errors plagued the
Blue Devil baseball team as they were
knocked out of the Union County
quarterfinals by host Plainfield, 9-8.
The Blue Devils had the lead going
into the sixth inning, but let it slip by
on three errors which knotted the game,
then a fourth error which gave the
Cardinals the winning run.

May 8, 2003: The Blue Devil golf
team breezed to its second-straight
Union County Tournament champi-
onship and sophomore Ryan
Shallcross won his second-straight
individual title, hitting from the white
tees on the 6,534-yard, par 72, course
held for the 39th year at Echo Lake
Country Club. The Blue Devils fin-
ished with a total of 326 on the misty,
rain threatened course. Shallcross fin-
ished with a five-over-par 77, three
strokes ahead of teammate Jimmy
Arbes at 80.

This historic Clark Scudder Home, built circa 1820, located in Westfield’s Wychwood section illustrates the blending of 
antique charm and modern amenities with wide-plank oak flooring, rough hewn beams and an addition that includes the 
master bedroom suite, breakfast room and family room expansion with access to the slate patio. The living room and for-
mal dining room both have vintage built-ins & fireplaces. Four more bedrooms, a first floor laundry, office & mud room 
and a beautifully landscaped yard enhance this American classic. Presented for $1,385,000. 

             Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

            908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

                NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Blue Devil Laxers Rip
Pioneer Boys, 17-6

The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team got into the win col-
umn with a 17-6 victory over New
Providence in the first round of the
Union County Tournament in
Westfield on May 12. Senior Tri-
Captain Harry Bernstein notched five
goals and six assists for the 2-12 Blue
Devils. John Bohlinger had three goals
and five assists and Sean Mack flicked
in three goals.

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield . . . Just Reduced.  New quality 4000 sq. ft., ready to move-in. Spacious RMS,
LR, FDR, FR, mud rm. Deluxe KIT w/ custom cherry cabs, Creama Bordeaux granite, sep.
break rm. All 5 BRS on 2nd Flr, 3 ½  luxury BTHS w/ imported marble. MBR w/10ft.tray
ceil, whr’pl BTH.  Hwflrs,#1 red oak throughout, frt & Bk staircs, blue stn patio, carriage
house 2 CGR, charm covered frt & Bk porch. 268 deep prop.      $1,299,000.  WSF0091

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, May 18th  1-4pm • 232 Seneca Place

Westfield . . . Magnificent 5 bedroom Tudor, w/ exceptional craftsmanship and architectural
integrity. Archways, carved cornices,& dentil molding add to the distinctive style. Recent
improvements include extensive landscaping, refurbished in ground pool, new designer kitchen,
all baths updated, new interior décor & refinished hardwood floors. Dramatic 2 story entrance
w/grand staircase , spacious living room w/ fireplace. Garden/family room w/ barrel ceiling, &
French doors  to  raised flagstone patio & fenced grounds. The banquet size dining room opens
to new kitchen and breakfast area. A bedroom/den and newer full bath off the kitchen for guests
or au pair.  Four spacious bedrooms & three newer full baths. Expandible attic, walk-out basement,
rec room, storage & 2 car garage.      $1,750,000

UCRFC U19 Boys Capture
METNY RFU Championship

The Union County Rugby Football
Club (UCRFC) U19 boys won the
METNY RFU U19 Championship
after defeating the Long Island Colts,
20-8, in the finals and Parsippany, 29-
12, in the semifinals on the weekend
of May 10-11.

Against Parsippany, Jr. Mudturtle
Chris Sheehan opened the scoring

bursting through the defense to touch-
down under the posts. Sean Moran
made the conversion to make the score
7-0. Moments later, Sheehan put Dan
Selert into space and Selert finished
the movement for a try. The conver-
sion was missed.

Parsippany scored a try off a
misplayed ball and the conversion
made the score 12-7. Sheehan took
over and scored two tries and Moran
converted one to make the score 24-7
at the half. The Jr. Mudturtles made
several substitutions in the second
half but still controlled the tempo.
Sheehan added a fourth try.
Parsippany also added a try.

In the final, the Long Island Colts
featured a huge pack led by former
USA U17 player, Jeff Fell. The Jr.
Mudturtles gave up an early penalty
and Fell made the kick to give the Colts
a 3-0 lead. Pinned in their own end, the
UCRFC boys’ defense held strong as
the Colts threatened constantly.

The Jr. Mudturtles faced disaster as
first Sheehan was sin binned (similar
to penalty box in hockey) and then
Joe Brady was sent off for a danger-
ous tackle. Playing 13 versus 15, Later,
Sheehan emerged from a maul with
the ball and sprinted 50 meters for a
try. Moran converted and URFC led
7-3. Long Island stormed back as Fell
bashed over the line for a try to make
the score 8-7.

The Jr. Mudturtles regrouped in the
second half and Moran led the way
with a try that he converted and he
later added two penalty kicks.

This weekend the team travels to
the Military Academy at West Point
to participate in the Northeast Rugby
Union playoffs.

METNY CHAMPS…The U19 Jr. Mudturtles won the METNY rugby title.
Pictured, left to right, are: sitting: Dan Selert and Chris Sheehan; kneeling, Brian
Emmons, Bill Kobovitch, Sean McDonnell, Brett DeFazio, Andrew Stalgis,
Andrew Davidson, Sean Moran, Jon Rodriguez, Ross Kettleson and Scott Newman;
standing, Peter Williams, Conner Leahy, Joe Brady, Russell Holt, Brandon Dietz,
James Brady, Jorge Cuisana, John Murphy, Chris Fantini, Steven Herrera, Mike
Sheehan, Zack Bascio, David Rendon and Jim Harbison.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Cranford UCT
SPF/Elizabeth UCT

Union County Golf Tourney
Watchung Conference Track
Westfield/ALJ UCT Baseball
SPF/Summit UCT Baseball

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAILING THROUGH THE AIR…Blue Devil Casey Reimlinger sails through the
air in the triple jump at the Watchung Conference meet. See page 17.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
Redefining Real Estate 
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM 

561 BRADFORD AVENUE, WESTFIELD

This four bedroom Colonial on park like property is nestled in the heart of the prestigious 
Gardens section of Westfield.  This charmer boasts gracious room sizes, an updated eat-in 
Kitchen with white cabinetry, living room with wood burning fireplace and classic wooden 
mantle, parquet floors, finished Recreation Room, first floor Den with new windows and 
close proximity to downtown shopping, top ranked schools and NYC transportation.                   

          Offered for $699,000 

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUST OUTTA REACH…Raider freshman third baseman Marcus Rivera, No. 12,
delivered a great defensive performance in the UCT semifinal game with Elizabeth.
Rivera recorded eight putouts including a big time, 5-3 play in the eight inning.
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Lady Raiders Lead First Half of WC Track Meet
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Martin Sweeney at 4:34.9 and Dan
Sapienza at 4:35.8 finished 4-5.

Doliber had a modest lead at the
end of the first two laps but he built a
sizable lead by the end of the third lap
and maintained his stride to cross
comfortably in first. On the other
hand, Tarlow was struggling in the
sixth position then put on a tremen-
dous kick in the final 200 meters.

“I had no idea where he was, so I
just had to kick third (lap). I don’t
know what my time was but I am
happy that I won,” said Doliber.

Blue Devil Brandon Heroux easily
won the javelin with a toss of 197’7”
on his second throw before a waiting
period for other competitors, who were
just arriving from other events. Raid-
ers Mike Chervenyak, with a toss of
156’8”, placed second and Boff, who
tossed after he finished the shot put,
placed fifth with a throw of 147’3”.
Blue Devil Mike Wikander took sixth
at 146’1”.

“The first three throws were pretty
good but we had to wait and cooled
off,” commented Heroux.

Blue Devil Adam Bergo came up
two inches shy to place second in the
long jump with a distance of 22’1.25”
and Malcolm Allen placed sixth at
20’8.5”.

“Just to place is good. Last time, I
got my first real big medal was here
(WCT). I’m happy to do it again to be
on a good pace for counties and states,”
said Allen.

“We were doing bad in the prelimi-
naries,” said Bergo. “I fouled on my
first two jumps and got only a twenty
footer to get to the finals, but I popped
out 22. The goal was try to get 23
today. Right now, I’m on a good pace
to go into counties. I got to get more
consistent with my steps.”

Blue Devil Jhakse Williams fin-
ished fifth in the 100-meter dash with
a time of 11 seconds.

The Raider girls, with their slim
lead over Union, captured first in
three of the seven events, beginning
with Brittney Veeck, who crossed first
in the 1,600 meters with a time of
5:20.9. Blue Devil Lisa Nehring fin-
ished third at 5:26.7 followed by Raid-
ers Cassy Valdes at 5:28.8 and Cathy
Harley at 5:35.5.

Raiders Carlaya Jones at 112’3”
and Erin Rossi at 110’1” placed 1-2
in the discus and teammate Kim
Wenson placed fifth with a toss of
90’3” followed by Blue Devil Brit-
tany VanSickle at 82’6”.

Raider Whitney Adams cleared
4’10” to take top honors in the high
jump. Blue Devil Christina Obiajulu
placed fourth at 4’8” and Raider Emily
Nagourney placed sixth at 4’8”.
Adams took second in the triple jump
with a distance of 35’6” and Raider
Sarah Canfield placed fourth with a

MELILLO RIPS 2-RBI; EINSTEIN, ‘CAP’, 2 HITS EACH

Westfield Tops Johnson, 10-5,
In UCT Baseball Quarterfinal

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mike Melillo punched a two-run
single and Mark Melino lined an
RBI single, capping a six-run sec-
ond inning to put the second-seeded
Westfield High School baseball on
track to a 10-5 victory over 11th-
seeded AL Johnson in the
quarterfinal of the Union County
Tournament in Westfield on May 7.
The victory set up a semifinal show-
down with the defending champi-
ons, Cranford, at Williams Field in
Elizabeth on May 10.

Nearly every batter in the lineup

contributed in the 13-4 Blue Devils’
11-hit attack. Melillo went 2-for 3
with two runs scored and two RBI.
Melino also scored a run. Evan
Einstein (2 runs scored) had a pair of
singles, as did Mike Cappiello (run
scored, RBI). Evan Shapiro (run
scored) drilled an RBI double and
Justin Olsen doubled and scored a
run, while AJ Murray and Mike
Mosier each had an RBI single.

“That’s one of the things about this
team. We have been hitting all the
way through the lineup all year. It
makes it extremely difficult for any-
body to pitch against us because we

can hit,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster. “We have five lefties
in the lineup and we saw a very good
lefty for them in the last inning. They
hung right in there swinging the bat.
We like to swing the bat. We take a lot
of pride in our hitting.”

That lefty was Rob Smorol, who
relieved starter Greg Baker, who was
charged with all of the runs. Blue
Devil starting pitcher Ryan Scanlon,
however, had his curve ball working
well and pitched six strong innings,
scattering six hits and walking one,
before experiencing some control
problems in the seventh. Shapiro re-

lieved and shut down the
5-8-1 Crusaders.

“The curveball is my fa-
vorite pitch but (catcher)
Justin (Olsen) called a real
good game. We were try-
ing to keep the ball low
and stop the big hits,” said
Scanlon, who improved to
4-0. “I’ve been throwing
all week. I just got a little
tired, threw a lot of pitches
today but Shap (Shapiro)
came in and picked me
up.”

“I think he got tired, got
into the moment of the
county tournament. He
started walking people, so
I had to go get him and
Evan did a nice job of clos-
ing it out,” said coach
Brewster.

The Crusaders scored a
run in the top of the sec-
ond inning when Dan
Dugan singled and scored
on Mike Mullin’s double
to center but the Blue Dev-
ils barked loudly with six
runs on seven hits, which
included RBI singles from
Mosier, Murray and
Melino, and Melillo’s two-

run single. Einstein, who had a bunt
single, scored the sixth run on a throw-
ing error.

The Crusaders’ second run came in
the third inning as a result of some
mental confusion when Cappiello,
who got a relay from right field and
had two runners hung up near third,
fired the ball over the third baseman’s
glove and out of play.

“He had the kid trapped. He didn’t
have to throw the ball. He’d just run
across the diamond at the guy. We
practice it all the time but those things
happen some times. We have to react
and improve from there,” coach
Brewster commented.

Shapiro launched an RBI double
and Cappiello followed with an RBI
single in the fourth to give the Blue
Devils an 8-2 lead then Melillo and
Einstein, who both singled, scored on
a throwing error in the sixth to stretch
the lead to 10-2.

Scanlon walked the first two bat-
ters in the seventh, threw a wild pitch,
which allowed one runner to score,
and yielded an RBI single to Rich
Mullin. Shapiro relieved and, after
allowing an RBI single, closed the
door.
Johnson 011 000 3 5
Westfield 060 202 x 10

KOC Youth Baseball Sets
Memorial Day Tournament
WESTFIELD – Youth baseball

teams from Westfield, Cranford,
Basking Ridge, Berkley Heights,
Rahway, North Elizabeth and sur-
rounding towns will be competing in
the sixth annual Knights of Colum-
bus Westfield Invitational Tourna-
ment scheduled for the Memorial
Day weekend.

The event is sponsored by Council
1711, located in Westfield. Last year
the tournament raised thousands of
dollars for local food pantries, youth
baseball programs and children’s
charities. The tournament will focus
on inclusiveness and sportsmanship.

The Knights will seek to raise
money through the sale of refresh-
ments, T-shirts and prizes that in-
clude premium box seats for the Mets
and Yankees games, prizes from lo-
cal merchants, autographed baseball
memorabilia, vintage press photos,
youth baseball equipment and more.

Teams ages 11 and 12 will com-
pete in single elimination play after
three seeding games are held during

the tournament’s first two days. All
games will be held at Gumbert Fields
in Westfield. Games are scheduled
to start at 5:30 p.m., Friday, May 23.
For complete information on joining
the tournament competition, support-
ing the charity sales or other particu-
lars, please e-mail
PaulFriel22@yahoo.com or
George.Lanzano@na.manpower.com.

The Knights of Columbus is a
worldwide Catholic fraternal orga-
nization. In the past decade, the
Knights donated nearly $1 billion to
numerous charitable causes and
nearly 400 million hours of volun-
teer service. In 2006 alone, the
Knights donated nearly $125 mil-
lion and 60 million volunteer hours
to charitable causes. The Monsignor
Henry J. Watterson Council,
Westfield, has over 400 members
and works throughout the year to
support many local charities includ-
ing special education, homes for
unwed mothers, scholarship assis-
tance and more.

    Joyce Antone, Sales Associate

    908-233-3204, Direct Dial

   908-227-0605, Cellular

This charismatic Expanded Mountainside Cape has been 
beautifully maintained with marvelous updates. Hard-
wood floors, moldings, custom built-ins & classic details 
craft a colonial style ambiance. The fire lit living room & 
formal dining room frame the entry foyer. The spacious 
family room opens to the updated kitchen with breakfast 
area, powder room and wet bar. There are four bedrooms 
and two updated baths. A rec room, deck & sprawling 
lawn ensure that this is the ideal place to call home. 
Presented for $609,000.  

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

distance of 33’5.75”.
Blue Devils Kelly Irving at 59.9

and Ashley Edwards at 1:01 crossed
3-5 in the 400 meters. Edwards fin-
ished fifth in the 100-meter dash with
a time of 13 seconds.

TEAM SCORES (HALFWAY):
BOYS: 1. Irvington 59, 2. Scotch

Plains-Fanwood 50, 3. Westfield 34, 4.
Union 29, 5. Elizabeth 13, 6. Linden 12, 7.
Plainfield 10, 8. Kearny 6, 9. Shabazz 1

GIRLS: 1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
59, 2. Union 58, 3. Irvington 28, 4.
Shabazz 23, 5. Westfield 21, 6. Eliza-
beth 20, 7. Plainfield 5, 8. Kearny 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING THE PACK…Raider Pat Doliber leads a long line of competitors during the first lap of the 1,600 meters. Blue
Devil Alex Tarlow trails Doliber and Raiders Dan Sapienza and Martin Sweeney trail Kearny’s Brian Mendez.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LAYING DOWN THE BUNT…Blue Devil Evan Eisenberg lays down a bunt single against the
ALJ Crusaders.

Orchestrated with heartwarming charm, this gracious Wychwood Colonial glows with a serene ambiance that is enlivened by lovely details. Hard-
wood floors, archways, moldings, delightful built-ins and French doors complement a marvelous family room addition and an updated kitchen with 
granite counters. The inviting foyer opens to the living room with fireplace and adjacent formal dining room, crafting the ideal venue for entertain-
ing. The cordial master suite is joined by nicely sized bedrooms and ample closet space. A rec room, enclosed porch, marvelous yard with deck and 
a notable location highlight the allure of this enchanting setting. Presented for $1,059,000. 

             Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

            908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

                NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

NEW PRICE $569,000
Cheerful Colonial offers hardwood floors, bay window,
updated kitchen opening to family room addition, 1st floor
full bath/laundry room, 3  spacious bedrooms, renovated
main bath w/whirlpool tub. Sliding glass doors to back
deck for access to deep yard. Terrific neighborhood in close
proximity to town.

Open House:  Sunday, May 18th • 1-4 pm
827 Coolidge Street, Westfield

Blue Devil Boys, Raider Girls Win WC Titles – Final Results Next Week
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Holy Trinity School Hosts
29th Annual Track Meet

LEAGUE CHAMPS…The Westfield Basketball Association sixth-grade Spurs
won the championship game, 52-47, and finished with an 11-2 record. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Austin Hatch, Yusef Dwider, Eric Shor, Jack Douglas
and Alex Lopez; second row, Bradley DeMartino, Brian Moum, Jackson Boyle,
Michael Murray and Jonathan Savorgiannakis; back row, Coach John Mullman,
Chris Wright and Assistant Coach Tom Hatch. Not pictured: Sean Mullman.

SKILLED LAXERS…The Westfield lacrosse club’s girls “D” team, comprised of
skilled seventh/eighth-grade players, took part in the Franklin Lakes Play date
tourney with 10 other teams on May 11. The girls won two of their three games.
Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Emily Gretsky, Kim Brunhoeffer, Caroline
Bertoni, Madison Yarusi, Hannah Bass and Maddie Chandler; standing, Erica
Jacobs, Jordan Yarusi, Bob Oberlander, Sarah Sheilds, Lauren Oberlander, Ella
D’Amico, Casey Gillespie, Maura Colwell, Sarah Chandler and Ann Gretsky.

WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity
Interparochial School will host the
29th Annual Holy Trinity Invitational
Track and Field Meet at Gary Kehler
Stadium from noon until 5:30 p.m. on
Sunday, May 18. The longest-run-
ning parochial school track meet in
New Jersey, the event will feature
over 300 student athletes from 15
area Catholic schools. The public is
invited and refreshments will be avail-
able.

Bill Fitzpatrick, Meet Director, said

“The 10th Jerry McCabe Team Relay
Cup will be run as an all-star spring
relay for both girls and boys as the
premiere relay event of the meet. The
McCabe Team relay is named for Mr.
Jerry McCabe, who was instrumental
in developing the track and cross-
country programs at Holy Trinity.”

McCabe’s son, Michael McCabe,
is the track coach at Union Catholic
High School and has enjoyed tremen-
dous success there over the last few
years.

Strong teams from St. Michael
School, Newark, Good Shepherd
Academy, Irvington, Our Lady of
Sorrows, South Orange and Assump-
tion School, Morristown, should make
for an exciting event. The home team
of Holy Trinity has run well at Seton
Hall University, Our Lady of Sor-
rows School and Assumption School
meets this season.

Coach Tom Glynn said, “We are
proud of the long-standing tradition
of track and cross-country at our
school and we’re excited about host-
ing so many terrific athletes and their
families from Essex, Morris and
Union Counties.”

Bill Fitzpatrick, Tom Glynn, Julia
Grimes, Bill Hanlon, Arlene
Hrinkevich, Nancy Ulrich and Lauren
Stahl Wieszczek coach the Holy Trin-
ity Team.

Union County Men’s 50+
Softball League Results:

50+ DIVISION A (As of May 11):
TEAM W L
Bare Necessities 3 0
Buffy’s Tavern 3 0
Iceman’s Karaoke 2 1
Awnings Galore 1 2
D&K Associates 1 2
American Legion/LLG 0 3

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM W L
SMC 3 0
Re/Max 3 1
Northwestern Mutual 2 2
KMD Tuning 1 2
The Office 0 3
Associated Auto Parts 0 3

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Creative Industries 2 0
Kilkenny House 2 0
Commerce Bank 2 1
Associated Auto Silver 0 2
LA Law 0 3

Bare Necessities 17, RE/MAX 2
Keith Gibbons and Larry Berra

ruled the mound, while Tom Straniero
(3 hits) and Joe Massimino (HR) led
the offense.
Buffy’s Tavern 17, KMD 0

Veteran pitcher George Brokaw
pitched the shutout, and was sup-
ported by the homeruns of Gino
Antonucci and Tom DeRocco. Bob
D’Meo had three RBI.
Iceman’s 16, Associated Auto 15

With bases loaded and no outs in
the bottom of the seventh, Oscar
Harrison (3 hits, 4 RBI) drilled a
game-winning single. Bill Hicks and
John Wactor also contributed three
hits each, while Les Reddick scored
four times. Dave Goodman, Jack
Helfrich and Joe Sarica, with three
hits apiece, led AAP. Paul Brody and
John Esposito each had key triples,
which produced five RBI.
Northwestern 18, American Le-
gion/LLG 9

Northwestern pounded 26 hits,
paced by Anthony Abbaleo and Ed
McColgan (HR) with four hits each.
Lee Haliniewski hacked three hits.
Bare Necessities 17, Awnings 8

Joe Massimino and Tom Straniero
had four hits each, while Ed Belford
produced three hits for Bare
Neccessities.

Buffy’s Tavern 19, D&K 4
Buffy’s pounded 21 hits, including

the four hits from Don Montefusco
and the three hits each from Ron
Kulik and Clyde Vail. Greg Hartnett
and Vail each hammered homeruns.
Outfielder Vic Gorman was outstand-
ing on defense.
SMC 11, Northwestern 8

SMC’s homeruns made the differ-
ence. Rich Polonitza and Tom
Romanowicz had three hits each for
Northwestern.
Iceman’s 5, Aamerican Legion 2

Les Reddick scored three times
and Oscar Harrison had a two-run
homerun to lead the Singers.
KMD Tuning 16, The Office 15

Matt Costello, Cliff DeAnna and
Paul Levenberg each produced three
hits for KMD, while second baseman
Rick Wolfe excelled defensively. The
Office scored nine runs in the fourth.
Officemen Bill Hinkle, Vic Tinsdale
and Glenn Zuhl had three hits each.
Tom McNulty and Zuhl each pro-
duced three RBI.
RE/MAX 14, Associated Auto 4

RE/MAX exploded for 10 runs in
the final two innings. Dan D’Arcy,
Len Ladislaw and Steve Lemonowicz
had three hits each and Bill Campbell
was steady on the mound.
SMC 14, Awnings 2
D&K 14, The Office 1
Kilkenny House 15, LA Law 0

Pitcher Buddy Brazaitis was sup-
ported by 25 hits. Hector Dominguez
(HR), Vic Gorman and John
Wieczerak each produced three hits.
Creative 12, LA Law 5

Creative pounded 18 hits, paced by
Bob Failla’s two triples and three
RBI. Bill Dougherty homered and
Demo Cervelli produced three RBI.
Bob DeBellis had three hits for the
Lawyers.
Commerce 14, Associated Silver 3

Bill Granata (2 homeruns) and
Bruce Symon (2 triples) led Com-
merce.
Kilkenny 8, Commerce 2

Buddy Brazaitis’ pitching was the
highlight.

Westfield Girl’s Softball
American League Results:

The Royals edged out the Rangers,
10-9, behind the pitching of Marlena
Montes, Colleen Gallagher and Nita
Whelan. Janie O’Connor and Natalie
Tupper turned in defensive gems. Tara
Reardon struck out seven and had
three hits in a losing effort. Zoe
Greenberg smacked a double and a
triple. Emily Greenberg pitched two
solid innings and had a key hit.

The Red Sox beat the Athletics, 20-
6. Winning pitcher Aditi Jain was
supported by Julia Penczak, who
struck out three and allowed no hits,
and Nicole Devitt, who closed out the
game. Sam York, Brigid Barber and
Megan McCusker were solid behind
the plate. Jain and Penczak each
doubled and singled for three RBI.
Morgan Maloney and Alyssa
Fernandez reached base each time up
and also had outstanding catches in
the field.

The Devil Rays defeated the Dodg-
ers, 9-8, in extra innings. In a seesaw
battle, there was timely hitting by

Carly Levine, Katie Fazio, Angela
Dorry and Allyson Capatorto. The
Rays’ late comeback was led by Elena
Scarano’s two-run triple and Emily
Mastrocola’s two-run homer. Elena
Scarano struck out eight over four
innings

The Angels beat the Yanks in a tight
affair as Julia Diamantopoulos and
Robin Toth each pitched three strong
innings. Chrissy Ferraro keyed the
offense and Dara Tucker made two
strong plays in the field. Jessie Miller
and Stephanie Riordan did solid jobs
behind the dish.

The Orioles lost to the Blue Jays,
12-2, despite two hits each from
Maddy Cannone and Anna Centrella.
Carly Friedman and Sarah McIntyre
played outstanding defense.

The Mariners defeated the Orioles,
11-7, behind the pitching of Anne
DeSantis, Sarah Seitz, Lizzie Fox,
and Cynthia Faris. DeSantis had three
hits and Anna Margolis had two hits
for the Mariners.

Charitable Cup Softball
Scheduled for June 21

ELIZABETH – Union County
Corrections Officers and Sheriff’s
Officers will play each other in the
first-ever Freeholder’s Charitable Cup
Softball game on Saturday, June 21, 1
p.m. at Diamond No. 2 at Warinanco
Park in Elizabeth as a fundraiser to
benefit Sheriff Ralph Froehlich’s
Project Lifesaver program.

The Project Lifesaver program
helps individuals with autism,
Alzheimer’s disease or other debili-
tating disorders by outfitting them
with a watch-sized transmitter, which
can be tracked by the Sheriff’s Search
and Rescue Unit if the individual is
reported missing or lost.

Tickets are $10 and can be pur-
chased by calling Undersheriff Gerald
Green (908-527-4450), Jim Roche,
President of PBA Local 199 repre-
senting corrections officers (908-527-

1333) and the toll-free Info Line at 1-
877-424-1234. All proceeds will go
toward Project Lifesaver.

The winner will be awarded the
first annual Freeholder’s Charitable
Cup. The winner will hold the cup for
a full year until the following year’s
rematch.

Project Lifesaver, a national pro-
gram, was initiated locally several
years ago by Sheriff Froehlich and
Morris County Sheriff Edward
Rochford, and it has since spread
throughout the state and now New
Jersey is the only state in the nation
with complete coverage for the pro-
gram in every County.

The lightweight, battery-operated
transmitters used through Project
Lifesaver can be tracked for up to
several miles, but with densely popu-
lated areas cutting back on the range.
Each device has a unique radio signal
that broadcasts the radio signal 24
hours a day.

The wristband transmitters cost
about $285 each and $15 monthly for
batteries and maintenance. A trans-
mitter worn by an Elizabeth man sev-
eral years ago helped Sheriff’s Offic-
ers using the Project Lifesaver pro-
gram to rescue him within two hours
of the 74-year-old man’s disappear-
ance.

Rolnick to Compete
At Int’l Mat Tourney
LAWRENCEVILLE – Brandon

Rolnick, a Westfield resident and a
sophomore at the Lawrenceville
School, will represent the United
States at the Cadet World Wrestling
Championships in Sofia, Bulgaria in
June. Rolnick competes in the 69 kg
(152 lbs) division. He earned his spot
by winning nine matches at the pres-
tigious FILA Cadet Freestyle Nation-
als in Akron, Ohio on April 13.

Rolnick won the Northeast Junior
Championship earlier in April in a
similar fashion, qualifying him for
the 2008 Asics/Vaughan Junior Na-
tional Freestyle Wrestling Champi-
onships in Fargo, N.D. in July.

Rolnick was stellar contributor to
Lawrenceville’s 2007-08 Big Red
varsity wrestling team, compiling a
36-5 record. He placed sixth at the
2008 Beast of the East tournament
and placed third at this year’s Na-
tional Prep Tournament, earning All-
American honors for the second year
in a row. Rolnick was also named to
the Second Team of the Trentonian’s
All-Prep Area team.

TENNIS CHAMPS…Warren Victor, right, and Larry Demitus were the 2008
Winners of the Westfield Tennis Association Senior Master Tennis Tournament
held on May 3. Victor, a Westfield resident, now 78, has been on the winning team
every year since 2003.

ALL-AROUND GYMNASTIC
CHAMP…Jenna Rizkalla, age 11, of
Westfield, captured the title of Level B
JOGA gymnastics State Champion
with an All Around score of 33.95 on
April 26. She placed first on floor with
a score of 9.275, third on vault at 8.85,
fourth on balance beam at 8.375 and
fifth on uneven bars with a score of
7.45. Jenna, who attends Surgent’s Elite
School of Gymnastics, helped her team
win the Level B State Team Champion-
ship.

Purdy Wins Hurdles
At SCAC Championship

Anson Purdy of Scotch Plains re-
cently won the 400 hurdles at the
Southern Collegiate Athletic Confer-
ence (SCAC) championships held at
Depauw University in Greencastle,
Ind. on April 26. He is a sophomore at
Rhodes College in Memphis, Tenn.
and attended high school at Oratory
Prep in Summit.

His winning time was 55.85 sec-
onds (a personal best), .05 seconds
better than the second place finisher
from Colorado College. Anson was
also an All-Academic award winner
in the SCAC in 2007 and will be
serving as a Buckman Fellow in Costa
Rica for eight weeks this summer.

WF’s Arbes Receives
Rutgers Golf MVP
Jimmy Arbes, a 2006 Westfield

High School graduate, currently a
sophomore at Rutgers University
in New Brunswick, received the
golf MVP award of the season on
May 7 at the Rutgers University
Sports banquet.

Arbes played in all 23 rounds for
Rutgers. He placed third at FDU
Knights invitational with rounds
of 76 and70, ninth at the Princeton
Invitational with rounds of 77, 67
and 72, and fourth at the Hawk
Invitational at Deal Country Club.

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $3,295,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $950,000 WESTFIELD $1,735,000 WESTFIELD $1,659,000

WESTFIELD $1,350,000 WESTFIELD $625,000

Stunning, new 8400+ square foot home is reminis-
cent of a European country manor.  Includes 14 large
rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 6.5 baths, Master Suite with ad-
joining sitting room, gourmet Kitchen, large Family
Room, fabulous Library, 6 fireplaces, soaring ceilings,
custom woodwork, solid oak plank flooring and a
fabulous deck.

Lovely, spacious, 12 room expanded Ranch set on beau-
tiful grounds.  Totally reconstructed from foundation
up in 1997.  Large Master Bedroom suite with lots of
closet storage, dressing room and office, gourmet
Kitchen, hardwood floors, 4.5 baths, Pella windows,
5-zone HVAC.

Spectacular Colonial offers 11 rooms and has been
totally expanded and enlarged in 2000 with attention
to detail and energy efficiency.  Includes 5 Bedrooms,
4.5 baths, 6-zone heat, 3-zone CAC, radiant heat in
Family Room, breakfast area and Kitchen.

Very charming and spacious center hall Dutch Colo-
nial with veranda style front porch, large foyer, Butler’s
pantry, Mud Room, 5 Bedrooms on 2nd floor, lots of
built-ins and architectural detail.  High ceilings, up-
dated Kitchen and baths, CAC new in 2000 and up-
dated 200 amp electric.

Front porch Colonial is loaded with vintage charm and
architectural detail.  Large addition includes a Master
Bedroom with fireplace and French doors to deck and
huge, grade level Family Room/Studio with French
doors to pergola and patio overlooking deep lot back-
ing to ‘Green Acres’ woods.  Near town and train.

CRANFORD $595,000
This well-maintained Colonial sold for 97% of
its list price in only 33 days.  Contact any of our
extraordinary agents and let them design a per-
sonalized marketing plan for your home.

Ready for June, 2007.  Elegant center hall Colo-
nial features 4200 square feet and features 10
rooms and includes 6 Bedrooms and 4.5 baths.
Finest detail work.  Make changes and choices
now.  1st floor au-pair suite and 5 Bedrooms
upstairs.  Finished basement.

CRANFORD $569,000
Rare opportunity!  Immaculate Townhouse on the river!
Beautiful views, gracious flagstone patio, lush grounds,
updated gas heat and CAC, oak floors, fireplace in Liv-
ing Room, 2nd floor laundry, 2-car attached garage.
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OPEN          HOUSE 
1957 DUNCAN DRIVE  -  SCOTCH PLAINS 

Sat. 5-17 and Sun. 5-18 / NOON to 5 PM 
 

 

 
 

 

Enjoy the Good Life in this spacious Parkwood home 

featuring just over ¾ of an acre of park like property, 

4 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths, Family Room with Raised 

Hearth Fireplace, Great Kitchen with Breakfast Bar. 

Inground Pool with huge deck/patio area plus another 

deck just outside the Dining Room French Doors. 
 

DIRECTIONS:  Martine Ave. to Inverness Dr. to Duncan Dr. 
 

FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS and TO VIEW A VIRTUAL TOUR 

& INTERACTIVE FLOOR PLAN ONLINE, PLEASE VISIT: 

www.2507542.com 
 

 

A Special Message to 

SENIOR CITIZENS 
YOU ARE INVITED to a FREE 

SEMINAR & LUNCHEON 
 

Limited Seating - Online Registration Required 

 

TUESDAY  JUNE 3, 2008 
NOON to 3:00 PM 

 

Topics to be discussed include: 
 

Downsizing to a Smaller Home or Condo, 

Active Adult Communities, Assisted Living Communities, 

Legal, Financial & Estate Planning Concerns for Seniors 

 
 

FREE LUNCHEON INCLUDED 
Choice of Baked Tilapia or Yankee Pot Roast 

 

Event Location: 

THE WESTWOOD  (FIRST FLOOR)  438 North Ave, Garwood 
 

CALL GEORGE at 908-477-5379 (Cell) 

TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY 
 

 

VISIT OUR ONLINE REAL ESTATE CENTER AT: 
 

www.FinePropertiesTeam.com 
 

        

 

WANTED: 
EXPERIENCED REAL ESTATE 
Brokers / Salespersons 

 
 

The FINE PROPERTIES Team 
will be launching on June 2, 2008.  We are 

looking for TWO (2) experienced agents who 

specialize in the WESTFIELD  CRANFORD 

area to join myself and three other agents. 
 

If you have a minimum of TWO years of active full-time 

experience we offer a commission split arrangement 

 
plus the team will pay for ALL of your advertising, 

personal marketing expenses and provide you 

with transaction processing support staff. 
 

 

ALL LEADS for YOUR LISTINGS, YOUR LAWN SIGNS 

and from YOUR INDIVIDUAL RE/MAX WEBSITE !! 

 

In addition you receive ALL of the benefits of being a 

RE/MAX Real Estate Professional 
with TEAM PAID RE/MAX fees and E & O insurance! 

 

To Discover more about the Benefits of Joining 

The FINE PROPERTIES Team 
Please contact me IN TOTAL CONFIDENCE. 

 

CELL:  908-477-5379 
EMAIL:  George@FinePropertiesTeam.com 

 

 

 

 

Team Leader 

GEORGE BIPS, SRES® 
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®  /  SENIORS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST® 

 
 

The FINE PROPERTIES Team 
at 

 

PROPERTIES UNLIMITED 
REALTORS® 

 

TEAM DIRECT:    1-877-285-2477 

OFFICE:  908-233-9292 ext. 5495 
 

FREE ONSITE PARKING AT OUR OFFICE LOCATION 

200 North Avenue East at the Corner of Central Avenue 

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 
 

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.  Equal Housing Opportunity.
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 Luxurious Living
 For The Entire Family

 30
53

53

 OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 5/18  1-4 PM
 1400 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, NJ

 Situated on almost an acre of beautifully landscaped property this is the 
 perfect home for an extended family! Set high upon almost an acre of 
 beautifully landscaped property, this is a very special home. The open front 
 porch welcomes visitors and the grand foyer is the entry to an elegant 
 home.
 The living room is lit with sunlight from the bay windows and centered 
 around the marble gas fireplace. Parquet floors and moldings provide 
 additional interest. The dining room looks out to the lovely rear pool and 
 yard. The kitchen is “top shelf” all the way with custom made cabinetry, 
 granite counters, Viking cook top, double Viking ovens, Sub-Zero 
 refrigerator, wet bar, desk alcove and pull out pantries. There is room for 
 stools around the island and for a large table in the breakfast area. 
 Adjoining the kitchen is the family room with another gas fireplace.
 The second floor has four generous bedrooms, two of which have balconies 

 overlooking the yard and pool. There are two grand marble bathrooms each with a Jacuzzi style tub an d separate stall shower. 
 The master bathroom also has skylights to bring sunshine in. The laundry room is located on the seco nd level.
 The park like property is magnificent. Private and beautifully manicured the front lawn provides a p astoral view while the rear is 
 an at home vacation destination. The in-ground pool with waterfall is surrounded by patio space and  a grape arbor dining alcove.
 The most unique feature of 1400 Raritan Road is the two private apartments – each with a separate ou tdoor entrance, a new full 
 kitchen, new bathroom, lots of storage space and fireplace. This home provides what others can’t – a  home for families to live and 
 play together but to retain privacy and independence.
 The side apartment has two entries – from the front porch and the rear yard. It has a large kitchen/ dining room with a fireplace 
 and a living room with a fireplace. It has two bedrooms on the second level with additional storage.  It also has its own laundry 
 room.
 The lower level apartment is a huge great room with a kitchen with granite counters. There is a full  bathroom, lots of storage and 
 a large bedroom as well. This lower level could also be used by the main house homeowners as living  space and is accessed both 
 by a separate rear entrance and from the kitchen.
 Enjoy the benefits of living in Scotch Plains with its excellent schools system, high property value s, many recreational programs 
 and strong sense of community. This home provides what others can’t – a home for families live and p lay together but to retain 
 privacy and independence. With taxes far lower than new homes, this home is an opportunity not to be  missed. Close to major 
 transportation, bus and train into New York City, and the towns of Scotch Plains, Edison, Metuchen,  and Westfield.
 For a virtual tour of the property:
 http://vifp.com/p/panorama.php?restricted=1&order_id=34958
 For detailed listing information:
 http://newmls.gsmls.com/public/show_public_report_rpt.do?report=
 clientfull&Id=31741832_6498
 For more information or to arrange for a private viewing of the property contact:

 Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES, ASP, Sales Associate

 Cell: 908-917-5801
 maryaliceryan@comcast.net

 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

 209 Central Avenue
 Westfield, NJ 07090

 Direct Line:
 908-928-9121

 Fax:
 908-233-8780

 $1,199,000

CLASSIFIEDS

COMPASSIONATE WOMAN

For babysitting or senior
companionship on Saturday or
Sunday mornings through
afternoon. Call Cynthia at

(908) 358-7776

HOUSE CLEANING

A happy house is a clean house.
Excellent ref. own transportation &
reliable 13+ years of experience.

Call (908) 967-1427
(908) 868-0371 ask for Kathy

YARD SALE

Saturday, 5/17, 9AM-3PM
450 Mountain Ave, Westfield

Air conditioners, Electronics,
Furniture, Home Goods, Baby
Items, Designer Bags/Clothing
& MORE! No Early Birds

NEED A TUTOR?

NJ Certified Teacher
w/ BA in English &
MA in Special Ed.

 I am a Westfield resident.
Call (908) 917-4688

CHILD CARE

Looking for someone to care for
2 children in my Scotch Plains
home starting in September.

Call (908) 264-8400

1 BR APT FOR RENT

Westfield, very nice bright 1BR
1st Fl Apt., close to train and town,
off street prking, sep. W/D and
bsmnt storage. Lndlrd pays fee,
garbage, water, snow rmovl &
lawn. Vacant, avail. immed.

Call Ray at (908) 370-7067
ERA SUBURB REALTY

1773 East Second Street
Scotch Plains

(908) 322-4434 ext 119

HUGE GARAGE SALE

Berkeley Heights
May 16 & 17, 9AM-4PM
75 & 173 Chaucer Drive
Benefits Relay For Life.

Merchandise donated from
entire neighborhood.

GARAGE SALE

SCOTCH PLAINS
Saturday, May 17, 9AM-2PM

2064 Winding Brook Way
Games, sports, toys, bike, books,
bedding, linens, kitchen wares.

NO EARLY BIRDS!

OUTDOOR PLAYSET

Creative Playthings Gym
Great Condition

Swing, Fort, Glider, Slide
Best Offer

(908) 232-1525

SPRING LAKE AUG RENTAL

Six year old colonial, 3 bedrms,
3 baths, great porch, 5 blocks to
the beach. Includes 4 badges & a
locker. Aug 1 through Labor Day,
$9,000. Call Kay (908) 803-1315

PLAINFIELD GIANT SALE

110 + homes
Sunday, May 18th, 9AM - 4PM

 Rain or Shine.
Sleepy Hollow Area

Look for Fosh ballons.
Call (908) 668-1595

HOUSE FOR SALE

CRANFORD. College Estates.
25 Princeton Rd. 4 bed, 2.5 baths.
Koi Pond. Au Pair Quarters.
Magnificant! $749,000.
By app’t only (908) 272-1137

BLOCK GARAGE SALE

Block Wide Garage Sale
Saturday, May 17th

from 8am - Noon
Pierson Street, Westfield
(off of West Broad Street) SEEKING CHILDCARE POSITION

Responsible, experienced,
college girl, seeks child sitting job
in Westfield, excellent references.

Call Tashi (908) 232-9095

SOCCER COACH

Westfield, NJ. Instruct and coach
youth groups in fundamentals of
soccer and techniques of Brazilian
style play. Plan, organize, conduct
practice sessions and individual
games. Run soccer clinics, camps
and train coaches. Bachelor’s
degree in Physical Education, 5
years’ experience. Must have
USSF”D” license. Mail resume to:
BFUT NJ, LLC, 322 Elm Street,
Westfield, NJ 07090.

SUMMER SPECIAL ED TUTOR

Experienced elementary teacher
with Master’s Degree in Sp. Ed..
Will work to find the best methods
to help your child learn! 1:1 tutoring
sessions available in home or at
library this summer. $65 per hour,
Email: NTteach@Verizon.net

SUPER GOLF GARAGE SALE

SCOTCH PLAINS
Saturday,  May 17, 9:00AM-2PM

Rain Date: May 18th
2137 Jersey Avenue

Cobra Irons, Callaway Metal
Woods, Drivers, Putters, New Golf
Balls, New Travel Bags/Luggage,
Golf Bags, Golf Shirts also Men’s
Suits, Excel. Cond, size 48-50

GARAGE/YARD SALE

Saturday,  May 17 - 9:00 AM
615 4th Avenue, Westfield

Profits to benefit
CJ Stars Girls Soccer Brazil Trip

Variety of items available

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Prime Office Space

400 Sq. Ft.
Available May 1, 2008

$800 per month
(201) 891-1130

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Prime Office Space

1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Floor
Available August 1, 2008

$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

HAIR STYLISTS / ASSISTANTS

Hair stylists & Assistants w/exp.,
FT/PT including Sundays,
Upscale salon. Apply in person at
Subway Salon, 241 Millburn Ave,
Millburn, NJ or send resume to

 (973) 467-1166

RECEPTIONIST

Receptionist/Customer Service,
FT/PT including Sundays,
Upscale salon. Apply in person at
Subway Salon, 241 Millburn Ave,
Millburn, NJ or send resume to

 (973) 467-1166

MATTRESS

$175
Queen Pillow Top Set,

w/warrannty, new in plastic
Call (732) 250-6690

BEDROOM

Cherry Wood Sleigh Bed,
dresser, nite stand.

list $3000 sell $1000
(732) 259-0016

MATTRESS

$345
King Size Ortho Plush Top,

new in plastic. Must sell!
(732) 259-6690

If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!

Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.

Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

ANA HOUSE CLEANING

Responsible and honest person.
I will clean your house, condo or
apartment weekly or bi-weekly.
With references. Free estimates.

Call Ana (973) 573-7970

HOUSE FOR SALE BY OWNER

Beautiful Mountainside expanded
ranch. Park like setting, direct
views of Watchung Reservation.
4 bdrms, 3 1/2 bath, updated
kitchen. 1/2 acre of land. Partial
finished basement. Large family
room, and dining room. Must come
see. $720K, 1573 Coles Avenue,
Mountainside or (908) 612-4394

ORAL SURGERY ASSISTANT

FT/PT Oral Surgery assistant
wanted for local, friendly Oral
Surgery practice. Experience and
x-ray license preferred.

E-mail resume
westfieldoms@gmail.com

BOOKKEEPER WANTED

CPA firm needs part timer familiar
with Peachtree and Quickbooks
for write ups & bank recs.
If interested fax resume to:

(908) 272-4911

EXCELLENT SITTER AVAILABLE

College JUNIOR with own
transportation and excellent
REFERENCES will be
AVAILABLE beginning June 15th
to babysit. Don’t miss out!
Call now (908) 247-4810

MATH TUTOR

Need help for finals or end of year
work or college freshmen math
requirements? I am a secondary
math teacher and I can get you
thru. Algebra, Geometry,
Algebra 2, College Requirements.

Call Vicki at (908) 578-6882.

NEW HOMES TO BE BUILT!

Westfield - Tamaques Area!
Tastefully appointed!

3,600 Sqft Colonials. 4Brs, 3 bths.
Buontempo Built homes.

ERA Village Green Realtors
(732) 381-7477

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

Presbyterian Nursery School &
Kindergarten in Westfield seeks
F/T Director. Candidate must have
BA/BS in EC Ed or Elementary
Education, have admin
experience and credits and
knowledge of NAEYC standards.

Send resumes to:
PNS&K

140 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

or e-mail to:
pnsandk@verizon.net, EOE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Imagine your dream home on a wonderful street in the Wilson School area.  Buontempo Homes will build to
suit.  Plans are available or customize with the builder to create an elegantly appointed 3600 sq ft quality home
with 4 bedrooms, 4 full baths, sumptuous master suite, extensive moldings, oak floors throughout and custom
cabinetry with granite.  Please call for your appointment to discuss your plans.  WSF0231

$1,495,000

Sales Associate

Virginia Cosenza

WF Service Club Holds
Garage Sale, Car Wash

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, May
10, the Community Service Club of
Westfield High School (WHS) held its
second annual garage sale and car wash
on the school grounds. This event was
the most recent effort by the club to
raise funds for community needs.

Throughout the past two years, the
WHS Community Service Club, led by
co-presidents Annie Re and Max
Sugarman, and co-advised by WHS
teachers Catherine Feuerstein and War-
ren Hynes, has been working on a num-
ber of fronts to serve the school, as well
as the local community.

In April, the club delivered 300 meals
and 2,000 children’s books to home-
less and other low-income individuals
in Irvington. Eight students and four
adults made the trip to Irvington, bring-
ing the meals and books to the Irvington
Neighborhood Improvement Corp.

The books were donated as a result
of a weeklong book drive at the high
school. The students handed out meals,
books and clothing to more than 80
individuals in need.

To prepare for this venture, more
than 25 club members gathered after
school to make 300 meals and box up
2,000 books. This work was done in
conjunction with a Summit-based non-
profit organization, Bridges Outreach.
This marked the fourth time in the past
13 months that the club has made this
trip along with Bridges Outreach.

One of the main goals of the club this
year is to increase its support in the
local community. To this end, the club
works in conjunction with local par-
ents to coordinate an “Extra Lunch
Day” on Wednesday mornings.

Students are encouraged to bring an
extra, bagged lunch to school, where it is
collected in a box and picked up by a

local parent for delivery to the St. Joseph’s
Social Service Center in Elizabeth.

In just two weeks, the club has col-
lected more than 600 lunches. Indi-
vidual classes and the National Honor
Society have made hundreds of lunches
to donate. Several Westfield elemen-
tary schools also take part in Extra
Lunch Day.

The club has bolstered the school’s
recycling program in recent weeks by
purchasing enough blue bins for paper
recycling to place in every classroom
in the building. It has also purchased
can and bottle bins for placement
throughout the halls and cafeterias of
the school.

In addition to its work with Bridges,
the club developed a strong working
relationship with the McKinley El-
ementary School and the Westfield
Community Center.

Every Tuesday and Thursday, stu-
dents from the club work as “home-
work help” tutors for students at
McKinley, and on Mondays and
Wednesdays, students provide tutoring
help at the community center. Four
students in the WHS Community Ser-
vice Club ran after-school enrichment
classes at the Tamaques Elementary
School in the fall of 2007.

In each of the last two years, club
members have made 90 holiday cards,
one for each of the residents of Sunrise
Assisted Living in Westfield. In Decem-
ber 2006, the club had collected children’s
books to help the Key Club in its holiday
drive for Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal. In the fall of 2007, the club raised
hundreds of dollars for local families in
need. In January 2008, club members
helped coordinate a blood drive in the
school. A total of 60 individuals gave
blood in the January 16 blood drive.

A HELPING HAND…The Westfield High School Community Service Club
delivered hundreds of meals and thousands of books to those in need this spring.

Marks: Congress Must
Increase Funding for Vets

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
a Republican candidate for Congress
in the 7th District, has slammed Wash-
ington for “failing to address one of
the most important concerns facing
American veterans – adequate fund-
ing for the Department of Veterans’
Affairs (VA) health care system and
related benefits programs.”

“Providing for our military veter-
ans and their families is a continuing
cost of war and should be an impor-
tant component of our national de-
fense policy. Indeed, our commit-
ment to take care of our veterans and
their families is a reflection of our
nation’s priorities and values. It is
time for this Congress and this Ad-
ministration to change course and
fully fund the VA, cease trying to shift
the costs of health care onto the backs
of veterans.

“Unfortunately, the budget requests
have not kept pace with the demand
for veterans’ health care. The pro-
posed Fiscal Year 2008 budget once
again has forced veterans to pay more
out of their own pockets for health
care, underestimates the needs of ser-
vice members returning from Iraq
and Afghanistan, and under-funds key
research, training and management
programs necessary to provide effi-
cient and quality service to veterans.

“New Jersey has one of the fastest
growing veterans’ communities in the
nation. Our soldiers, veterans and their
families deserve nothing but the best
from our government, sadly Wash-
ington is failing them. I am running
for Congress because our govern-
ment needs to ensure that veterans
receive the retirement and health care

benefits that they were promised when
they enlisted.

“As we speak, we have our brave
men and women of our armed forces
in harm’s way. At moments such as
these our heroes will at times return
home with broken bodies and broken
spirits. At times they will not return
home and leave broken families.

“The way our heroic veterans have
been treated by our government over
the years has been a national disgrace.
If we can send billions of dollars over-
seas in foreign aid, if we can spend
billions of dollars on a space program,
and if we can spend billions of dollars
on unneeded pork projects, than we
can certainly provide for our veterans
and their families, make them as whole
as possible again, and give them the
dignity that they so richly deserve.

“Whether or not you agree with
U.S. policy in Iraq, the fact is that the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan along
with the aging of our World War II,
Korea and Vietnam War veterans have
increased demand for VA services.
However, year after year Washington
has provided inadequate funding for
veterans’ health care,” Mr. Marks said.

Service members returning from
Iraq and Afghanistan are suffering
from “mental health disorders and
traumatic brain injuries.”

“America’s soldiers have done their
part to protect America. It is time for
Washington to provide adequate fund-
ing to ensure that our veterans return-
ing home from tours in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and the heroes from our
previous conflicts receive the care
and benefits they have justly earned
and deserve,” Mr. Marks said.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Library Book Group To Meet on Monday
GARWOOD – The Garwood Public Library book discussion group, led

by Shirley Piekarski, will meet at 1 p.m. on Monday, May 19, to discuss
Belva Plain’s “Sight of the Stars.”

The library is located at the corner of Walnut Street and Third Avenue.
Anyone interested in joining the group or obtaining a copy of the book is asked
to call the library at (908) 789-1670.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

         BRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STONEONEONEONEONE

MASON CONTRACTOR
For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs

732-388-3151
Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Cursi

Murph
Construction Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

www.murphconstruction.com

Office: 908.654.9098

Cell: 908.233.9588

ROMAN
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms

Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

Free Estimates       Fully Insured
(732) 680-9626

BOUSQUET CONSTRUCTION Co.
1-800-351-1964

Building & Remodeling
Property Management

Roofing & Siding
New Construction

Historical Restorations

Serving Westfield for over 30 years

Electric, Inc.
Full Service

Electrical Construction Co.

Commercial & Residential

Professionalism & Integrity are the

foundation of JDM Electric

908-654-1662
Free Estimates • NJ License #6547

Fully Insured & Bonded

Get Ready For Summer

PATIO PARTY
14x14 Paver Patio

72" Tiki Bar • 96" Landscaping Bed

Packages Start At $9,999

732-494-YARD
Serving Union & Middlesex Counties

Contractor, LLC

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Ceramic Tile - Patio & Decks

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

908-232-7383

Custom

Wallpaper

Painting

By Diego Serrano
TOTAL RESTORATION

(973) 479-1718
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Home renovations and

handyman service.

Kitchens, baths,

basements, additions

and more.

Ed & the Boys

973-819-5720

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

• Emergency Repairs

• Blacktop Seal Coating

• Gutters

862-579-2620

Westfield
Gutter-Clean

L.L.C.
Cleaning, Repairs and

Installations

Seamless Gutters

Free Estimates / Insured

908-233-8956

CELEBRATING OUR 22ND YEAR IN BUSINESS!

B&D
PLUMBING

and
HEATING

908-654-7505     LICENSE #7638

REPAIRS / SERVICE WORK / SMALL DRAIN CLEANING
WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS

NO JOB TOO SMALL / WE DO IT ALL

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

ALTERATIONS

Residential Remodeler • Builder

908.233.0900

www.GO-KENT.com

LEAVING HIS CALLING CARD…At
McKinley Elementary School’s “Inven-
tors Wax Museum Day,” fourth-grade
students dressed up as their inventor and
performed in the wax museum. When
the “talk button” was pressed, the figure
would come to life and recite a short
biography. Above, Jackson Hughes por-
trays Alexander Graham Bell.

Spring Student Musical
Performances Announced

WF’s Mench to Serve
As Sorority Chair

WESTFIELD – Marilyn Mench of
Westfield has been selected to serve as
formal recruitment chair of Alpha Delta
Pi sorority at Susquehanna University.

Susquehanna is home to four na-
tional sororities for women. The so-
rority officers work toward improv-
ing life at Susquehanna University
through community-building events
and social activities.

Marilyn is a sophomore chemistry
major at Susquehanna. A 2006 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School, she is
the daughter of Jim and Kris Mench
of Westfield.

AREA – The Fine Arts Department
of the Westfield Public Schools invites
the public to attend the remaining mu-
sical concerts scheduled for this spring.

Approximately 2,500 students in
grades kindergarten through high school
will perform district-wide. All concerts
are free of charge and begin at 7:30 p.m.
The performances are as follows:

May 19, Elementary Stringfest II at
Edison Intermediate School Audito-
rium located at 800 Rahway Avenue,
and the Franklin Vocal Concert at
Franklin School Auditorium, 700 Pros-
pect Street.

May 20, The Jefferson Band and
Vocal at Jefferson School Auditorium
located at 1200 Boulevard.

May 22, Westfield High School Cho-
ral Concert with Jazz Band I in the high
school auditorium at 550 Dorian Road,
and, The Wilson Vocal Concert at Wil-
son School Auditorium on 301 Linden
Avenue.

May 29, Edison School’s grades 7
and 8 Chorus and Orchestra at Edison
Intermediate School Auditorium, 800
Rahway Avenue.

June 2, Roosevelt All Bands at
Roosevelt Intermediate School Audi-
torium located at 301 Clark Street.

June 4, All-City Festival, choral and
instrumental, grades 4 and 5, at
Westfield High School Auditorium, 550
Dorian Road.

June 9, Roosevelt School’s grades 6

and 8 Chorus and Orchestra at Roosevelt
Intermediate School Auditorium, 301
Clark Street.

June 10, Edison School’s grade 6
Band and Chorus at Edison Intermedi-
ate School Auditorium, 800 Rahway
Avenue.

June 11, Roosevelt School’s grade 7
Chorus and Orchestra, Sharps and Flats,
and Early Morning Strings at Roosevelt
Intermediate School Auditorium, 301
Clark Street.

June 12, Edison School’s grades 7
and 8 Band and Jazz Band at Edison
Intermediate School Auditorium, 800
Rahway Avenue.

Union County College
Graduates 2008 Class
CRANFORD – Union County Col-

lege (UCC) will graduate more than
800 students in more than 90 academic
disciplines during its 74th Annual Com-
mencement ceremonies held on the
college’s Cranford Campus on Wednes-
day, May 21.

Graduates will be awarded Associ-
ate in Arts Associate in Science and
Associate in Applied Science degrees,
certificates or diplomas for successful
completion of programs.

A highlight of the commencement
ceremonies will be the presentation of
the alumni prize for the graduate who
has maintained the highest grade point
average and earned the most credits at
UCC.

Also, the Post-Day Awards, presented
to the full-time and part-time graduat-
ing students who best exemplify the
college’s ideals of scholarship, leader-
ship, and service, will be bestowed. Westfield High School Hosts

District’s Fine Arts Show
WESTFIELD – Westfield High

School will host the 24th annual
Westfield public school district’s Fine
Arts Show, from May 20 until May
22, in the high school varsity gymna-
sium. The event will show more than
500 pieces of artwork, such as paint-
ings, two-dimensional work, ceramic,
crafts and computerized art, created
by students representing all nine pub-
lic schools ranging from kindergar-
ten to twelfth grade.

The event is open to the public. On
Tuesday, May 20 and Wednesday,

May 21, the artwork can be viewed
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m., and in the
evening from 7:30 p.m. until 9 p.m.
Visitors are also welcome on Thurs-
day, May 22, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Linda King, supervisor of fine arts
in the Westfield Public Schools, noted
that the annual exhibit is “an out-
standing cultural event in this com-
munity. The Art Show is a wonderful
opportunity to exhibit hundreds of
various art media created by our tal-
ented students under the direction of
dedicated art educators.”

A WORK OF ART…Students attending the annual Westfield public school district
Art Show last year admired one of many paintings created by fellow students.

Club Learns to
Share and Share Alike
WESTFIELD – Members of the

Home Life Department of Woman’s
Club of Westfield met, last month, at
the Masonic Lodge in Westfield.

The invited speaker, Jacqueline
Mitchell, a representative of New Jer-
sey Sharing Network (sharenj.org),
spoke of organ transplants and how
they save thousands of lives each
year.

A computer, according to compat-
ibility of donor and recipient, matches
the organs. Today, transplantation is
regarded as standard medical prac-
tice for a constantly increasing num-
ber of medical conditions.

SPFHS Alums Host
Meeting, May 20

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Alumni
Association will meet on Tuesday, May
20, at 7:30 p.m. in Room 101 at the high
school.

Those attending will have the oppor-
tunity to meet this year’s scholarship
recipients and their parents. In all cases,
one of the parents will be an alumnus.

Kaitlyn Soriano will attend James
Madison University; Meghan Dhaliwal
will head for Boston University; and
Kaitlyn Fischer will attend Capri Cos-
metology School.

All are welcome to attend.
See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com
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TAKING THE A TRAIN…On May 17, Manuel Ovando from Scotch Plains crosses
the river with the New York City Gay Men’s Chorus for its one-night-only perfor-
mance at the New Jersey Performing Art Center (NJPAC). In total, more than 20
members of the chorus are from New Jersey and will get to stay on this side of the
Hudson River for this rare New Jersey show. The chorus will perform its recent show,
“Take the A Train: The Music of Billy Strayhorn,” in addition to music by Rufus
Wainwright and tunes from South Africa, all of which focus on music by gay
composers.

Nathenson’s Still Lifes
To Be Displayed at UCC

either natural, machine made or hand-
made, as a metaphor for nature and
human form. He mainly photographs
fruit, vegetables, fabrics, vessels, rocks,
vines or any small piece of nature.

To accomplish chiaroscuro and the
form he wants in
his works, it is nec-
essary for Mr.
Nathenson to use
a photographic
technique that em-
phasizes texture
and detail.

In 2005, in
Plainfield, he had
a solo exhibition
at Swain Galleries,
“Color Still Lifes,
a premiere.”

In 2007, he also participated in a
group exhibition, “Artists Who Teach
Art,” which was held at the Mayo
Performance Center in Morristown.

The opening exhibition will be held
on Friday, May 16, from 6 to 8 p.m. in
the Tomasulo Gallery, located on the
college’s Cranford campus at 1033
Springfield Avenue.

Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m.
Monday through Thursday, and from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday. Evening
hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesday
through Thursday. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 709-7155.

CRANFORD – From May 16
through June 26, the exhibition,
“Howard Nathenson, Recent Color
Still Lifes” will be on display at Union
County College’s MacKay Library in
Cranford.

This solo exhi-
bition is comprised
of color photogra-
phy by New Jersey
artist Howard
Nathenson. All of
Mr. Nathenson’s
photographic work
is, “… based on my
feeling that people
relate their sur-
roundings to their
own and other, per-
haps imagined, hu-
man dramas.”

Mr. Nathenson uses “chiaroscuro,”
the arrangement of light and dark
elements in a pictorial work of art, in
his photographs, which adds mystery
to each of his works.

He uses the still-life setting as a
stage and the objects he photographs,

Howard Nathenson’s “4 Ornaments”

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 and 1/2 popcorns

Oh, that we might be bequeathed
an Iron Man, a superhero for his
times. Not so much for the extraor-
dinary feat stuff, though it would be
nice to have someone put a damper
on terrorists, arrogantly reckless
drivers and other lowlife scum. But
what we really could use is some of
that quality of character Robert
Downey, Jr.’s champion exudes.

Tony Stark, aka Iron Man, up-
dated and contemporized since his
introductory appearance in the
March 1963 issue of Marvel
Comics’s “Tales of Suspense,”
pleases a humanitarian wish. Inheri-
tor of the world’s largest manufac-
turer of weapons, the MIT grad, tech
genius and ladies man has decided to
rethink things. Call it a fit of con-
science.

True, the awakening may be more
of a fantasy than the flying around,
the extraordinary strength and the
remarkable intuitiveness. Imagine
the world’s largest oil producer call-
ing a press conference and announc-
ing a change of heart. No more
stranglehold, sez he. It just wasn’t in
the interest of the commonweal. Well,
that’s ostensibly what Tony does.

Of course, not everybody is going
to be happy with the call to compas-
sion. Which brings us to the meanies.
While not compulsory to real life,
despite evidence to the contrary in
Congress, it is a fact going back to
the Greek stage that villains are a
most necessary element of success-
ful drama. Iron Man’s enemies are
eager not to disappoint.

Director Jon Favreau, working
from a screenplay by Messrs. Fergus,
Ostby, Marcum and Holloway, does
a swell job of gleaning the tale from
the source material. Translating the
soul and impetus of “Iron Man,” he
establishes an all-too-familiar con-
text. It’s the Mideast. One minute,
bon vivant Tony is showing off a
weapon; the next, he’s captured.

Gosh, it looks awful gloomy…in a
cave, all alone except for this equally
genius, Dustin Hoffman-in-Papillon-
looking guy, Yinsen (Shaun Toub).
The terrorists torture our boy every
so often. They want him to make
weapons of mass destruction, prob-
ably so they won’t be embarrassed
next time the inspectors come call-
ing. They give him supplies.

Lesson 1 to the Bad Guys. You
don’t give captives in caves the raw
materials to make weapons and say
you won’t kill ‘em if they produce.
Tony knows the score. That under-
stood, he gets to work, aided by the
unselfish Doc Yinsen who, whilst
previously saving his American
friend’s life, installed a super duper
pacemaker gizmo, ala Tin Man.

Shortly thereafter, the slime come
to see why Stark hasn’t yet spun

Iron Man: No Small Marvel

straw into gold. A nerve-wracking
few moments ensue. Then, presto
abracadabra, much to their awe, the
first generation Iron Man debuts. In
the tumult, Raza (Faran Tahir), the
baddest of the bad, is scarred for life.
So it only figures, along with a su-
perhero, an archenemy is born.

Back in the good old U.S. of A.,
safe, sound and apparently well
tumbled through the epiphany ma-
chine, Tony’s proves the most in-
triguing absence since Aimee Semple
McPherson took her legendary flyer.
Where was he? What happened? Save
for ordering the aforementioned sus-
pension of operations, the head of
Stark Industries is mum.

What follows, as Tony sequesters
himself in the lab to build generation
2 of his Iron Man contraption/outfit,
is a geek’s ultimate fantasy. A sym-
phony in dream and precision, the
process is a kaleidoscopic mélange
of metallurgy, math and computers.
In symbolic counterpoint sit his
prized cars, a Cobra the centerpiece,
an Audi R8 his daily driver.

And, after much tweaking and a
few crash landings, boy oh
boy…what a machine! If ‘tis true
that the automobile is an extension
of one’s personality, then we need
conjure Freud to assign a term for
this exponential example. Red, sil-
ver and multifarious shades of glis-
ten, as a salesman might claim, “This
will make you a real superhero, son.”

Thus begins a dabbling in things
courageous…for starters a few mis-
sions of mercy and some saving of
lives. Meanwhile, back at the fac-
tory, there’s the politics of dealing
with the board of directors, espe-
cially as concerns the hard-to-figure
Obadiah Stane. The co-founder, with
Tony’s dad, of Stark Industries, he is
superbly acted by a bald Jeff Bridges.

Obadiah maintains the big stick
policy that Tony has abandoned.
There’s still money to be made. On a
lighter note, outclassing the major-
ity of her superhero love interest
counterparts, Gwyneth Paltrow is
sensational as Virginia “Pepper”
Potts. Tony’s girl Friday and essen-
tially the ignored lady who’s wait-
ing, no one knows the little boy bet-
ter.

The splendid Downey-Paltrow
chemistry imparts just the right mix
of banter and romance, complement-
ing the pow, whiz, bang excitement
of this stunning first volley in the
summer action movie assault. And
lest we worry our brains will be
melted by such popcorn-munching
razzamatazz, Iron Man’s intellec-
tual mettle proves a perfect buffer.

* * *
Iron Man, rated PG-13, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by
Jon Favreau and stars Robert Downey,
Jr., Gwyneth Paltrow and Jeff Bridges.
Running time: 126 minutes.

Willis Demonstrates How
To Draw Portrait in Graphite

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
(SPFAA) meeting will be held tonight,
May 15, at 7 p.m. on the lower level of
the Scotch Plains Library, located at
1927 Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains. A
brief business meeting will be followed
by a demonstration on how to draw a
portrait in graphite.

The event will feature a tutorial, “How
to draw a portrait in graphite,” by Steve
Willis.

Mr. Willis’ interest in art started when
he was very young, and he was headed
toward a career in art before being
pushed toward a business degree. He
painted landscapes/seascapes in oil for
corporate commission work before set-
ting his brushes aside for almost 30
years as he completed his education,
raised a family and built a business —
The Bike Stand in Scotch Plains.

Then, his wife, Michelle, encour-
aged him to start drawing again. He has

worked in graphite, colored pencil,
watercolor, acrylic and oil, though his
current preference is for graphite. He
said he enjoys the starkness and sim-
plicity he can get with that medium,
and it is something he can do while still
spending time with his family.

Mr. Willis works primarily from pho-
tographs, and though he enjoys the
challenge of drawing portraits of people,
he is also proficient at drawing pets,
cars and houses, among other things.

Mr. Willis participated in a three-
person art show at the Scotch Plains
Library Gallery and has been show-
ing his work in the SPFAA annual
show every spring. He has been sell-
ing his work locally at shows and
through commissions. To see a sample
of his work, visit thebikestand.com/
artwork.

The demonstration is free and open
to the public. For more information,
contact Paula Pearl at (908) 322-2590.

Les Malamut Gallery
Opens Solo Exhibit

UNION – The Les Malamut Art
Gallery in Union will present a solo
exhibit of paintings by artist Seppo
Siimes.

The show, “Atmospheres and Com-
positions of Nature,” will open on
Thursday, May 15, and close on Au-
gust 18.

A Meet the Artist reception is
planned for Thursday, May 29, from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. A discussion of the
paintings will take place at a date to
be announced.

Mr. Siimes is a plein-air artist, and
all of his work is done on location. “I
get to enjoy and capture the atmo-
sphere of the scene,” he said.

He said, “There are no set formulas
for beauty in a landscape. It can be
found throughout the day and under
many different atmospheres. It is for
the plein-air artist to find the scene
and bring its subtleties to the canvas.”

His work is currently on display at
the Designers Gallery in Clark.

The Les Malamut Art Gallery is
located in the lower level of the Union
Public Library, located at 1980 Mor-
ris Avenue. The event is free and open
to the public during regular library
hours.

For further information, call (908)
851-5450.

The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

Wish to congratulate their students
for their accomplishments
in the preparation of their
END-OF-YEAR RECITALS

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Website: www.carolynmusic.com

Tel: 908-233-9094
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

SPRING / SUMMER SESSIONS FORMING

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield

C.A.S.T. Holds
Auditions for Eden

COUNTY – C.A.S.T., the Commu-
nity Actors Student Theater, will be
holding auditions for Children of Eden
on May 28 and 29 from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. at David Brearley High School in
Kenilworth.

Casting is open for Union County
residents, ages 10 and older. Non-Union
County residents wishing to audition
are required to pay a $200 tuition fee to
participate. (There is a $60 registration
fee for Union County residents).

Rehearsals will begin June 23, and
the production will be held on July 31,
August 1 and 2.

Check castinfo.org for more infor-
mation.

Priscilla Orr to Read
Poetry in Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to at-
tend a free poetry reading on Tuesday,
May 20, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran Arts
Center on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood
Borough Hall.

The featured reader will be New
Jersey poet Priscilla Orr. Hannacroix
Creek Books published Ms. Orr’s first
collection of poetry, “Jugglers and
Tides,” in 1997.

Her poems have appeared in the
Southern Poetry Review, the Nimrod
International Journal of Poetry, the
Worcester Review and other journals.

The Carriage House Poetry Series,
established in 1998, is celebrating its
10th anniversary this year.

The poetry series is currently a satel-
lite project of the Fanwood Arts Coun-
cil. Readings are held in the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center, a historic
Gothic Revival structure that was once
a 19th Century carriage house, hence
the name of the poetry series.

The Carriage House poetry reading
is free to the public. An open mic will
follow the featured performance, and
attendees are welcome to bring poems
of their own. For information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

‘Usual Suspects’ Meet
At Rahway Arts Guild
RAHWAY – The Arts Guild of

Rahway is hosting a monthly artists
networking night, The Usual Suspects
Night, for artists to meet and mingle.
The Next Usual Suspects meeting will
be held on Friday, May 23, at 7 p.m.

All visual artists, poets, writers, ac-
tors, filmmakers and musicians can
join and discuss all works, exhibits
and performances, while meeting other
creative people.

For more information call (732) 381-
7511 or e-mail
artsguild1670@verizon.net.

This meeting will feature brief po-
etry readings by Mark Brunetti, Joy
Cabanos, Tom Plante, Leona M.
Seufert and Barbara Wirkus. Leona
Seufert has organized the poetry read-
ings for this meeting.

The Rahway Arts Guild is located at
1670 Irving Street.

Extra Education

DECA Students Excel
At State Competition

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sunday
February 24, a group of 75 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
(Distributive Education Clubs of
America) students traveled to the
DECA State Gold Competition in
Cherry Hill.

DECA is the co-curricular mar-
keting club of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. It is com-
prised of more than 175 members
and is advised by Marjorie
FitzGibbon.

The competition took place over
three days and was comprised of
various business events that required
students to either write and present
projects or demonstrate critical
thinking in role-play events. The stu-
dents held a mock competition be-
fore the actual date in order to pre-
pare for the competition.

Finalists at the state competition
were Gerry Castro, Retail Merchan-
dising; Kapri Kreps and David Kreps,
Full Service Restaurant Manage-
ment; Emily Nering, Technical Sales;
Ulysses Velasquez, Chang
Yaramouthu, Kunal Sodhi and Alex
Soloway, Financial Analysis;
Lyndsey Douglas, Food Marketing;
Brandon Reddington, Accounting;
Stephanie Robak, Sports and Enter-
tainment; Amelia Brouse and Devon
Daly, Travel and Tourism; Alyssa
Weinberg, Marketing Management;
Mike Cornnachia and Eddie Kahn,
Advertising; Evan Aspell and Billy
Johnston, Entrepreneurship Partici-
pating; Joe Sebelao and Matt Simon,
Entrepreneurship Business Plan;
Alex Davis and Noveen Lackhani,
Business Law and Ethics.

Winners at the state level include
Alyssa Straneiro, who placed sec-
ond in Fashion Merchandising, Me-
lissa Goldberg, who placed second
in Hotel and Lodging, Ali Lasher,
who placed first in Entrepreneurship
Participating, Gerard Smithwrick,
who placed third in Entrepreneur-
ship Participating, Morgan Puleo and
Nicole Ostrowski, who placed first
in Internet Marketing Business Plan,
Chang Yaramouthu and Ulysses
Velasquez, who placed second in
Internet Marketing Business Plan,
Adam Brous and Michael Bello, who

placed first in Entrepreneurship Pro-
motion, Alex Soloway and Kunal
Sodhi, who placed first in Creative
Marketing, Helene Gebler and
Cailtin Daly, who placed third in
Public Relations, Kevin Spaeth and
Connor Vigilante, who placed sec-
ond in Learn and Earn, and Emily
Nering and Noveen Lackhani, who
placed third in Community Service.

In addition, more than 20 students
received instructional awards for top
test scores or role-play presentations.

Special recognition was given to
junior Lauren D’Alosio, whose art-
work was selected as the cover of the
state program. Twenty-four students
have qualified to compete at the In-
ternational Career Development
Conference in Atlanta on April 26.

WF Student Completes
Outdoor Course in Baja

WESTFIELD – Caitlin Jennings, a
college-aged student from Westfield,
recently completed a three-month
course in the Mexican wilderness with
the National Outdoor Leadership
School (NOLS).

From September 12 to November
28, 2007, Caitlin’s expedition-style
course of 12 students and three in-
structors headed into the remote Mexi-
can wilderness.

For the first month, the group picked
up their paddles and spent a month sea
kayaking along the coasts and through
the crystal-clear bays of the region.

Heading onto land, the group learned
backpacking skills and hiked through
the granite and volcanic mountains
along the Baja Peninsula. During the
final section, the course moved back
onto the seas for a month of sailing a
22-foot-long Dascombe longboat
through Baja’s warm waters.

Throughout the course, the students
perfected their navigation and travel
skills, learned the value of Leave No
Trace outdoor ethics and worked on
their communication and leadership
styles.

Founded in 1965 by mountaineer
Paul Petzoldt, (NOLS) is the leader in
wilderness education and sets the in-
dustry standard for responsible, high-
quality educational expeditions. WF Student Inducted

Into Cum Laude Society
WESTFIELD – Seven Morristown-

Beard School students, including
Westfield’s Ava Scheininger, a se-
nior, were inducted into The Cum
Laude Society on March 31.

The Cum Laude Society, modeled
after Phi Beta Kappa, promotes learn-
ing and scholarship in secondary
schools.

LAUDED…Faculty member Tim
Hannigan congratulates Morristown-
Beard senior Ava Scheininger of
Westfield after she was inducted into
the Cum Laude Society for academic
excellence.

Future Authors, Directors
Converge at Workshop

WESTFIELD – The 2008 Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW), a division
of the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, gives children an opportunity to
explore areas that can become a path-
way to a future career.

A new addition to the WSW this year
is Mock Trial. With a separate class for
those in grades 4 to 6 and another for
those in grades 6 to 8, this class will
show participants what it is like to be in
a courtroom.

They will learn about trials as they
prepare a court case and role-play law-
yers, witnesses, judges and jurors.

Being in front of or behind a TV
camera can also prove to be exciting.
The WSW offers
two such courses in
this department.

TV Production,
for grades 4 to 6 or
grades 5 to 8, gives
students the experi-
ence of creating a
television show,
while learning cam-
era moves and spe-
cial effects. Students
will write and record
their own commer-
cials and newscasts.
In Video Animation,
for grades 5 to 8, students will make
their own animated films using clay
figures, ordinary objects, and flipbooks.

Another new addition to this depart-
ment combines interests in art, writing

and acting. Students in grades 2 and 3
can take part in Puppetry Playhouse, in
which they will use their imaginations
to design their own puppets, write a
script and make the characters come to
life in their own puppet production.

Good writing skills are also a focus
of the Communications Department.
In Pencil Pals, for students in grades 2
and 3, young authors will discover the
joys of writing and personal expression
as they become authors and illustrators
of their own poems and stories. The
course will give them the confidence to
present their completed projects.

Returning to the WSW this year is
the Gecko Kids Creative Computer

Studio. In The Art
of Bookmaking on
the Computer, stu-
dents will produce
their own
storybook using
computer art pro-
grams. Various
age-appropriate
techniques are
used, for grades 2
and 3 or 4 and 5, to
demonstrate free-
hand drawing,
color theory, and
various core com-

puter concepts. Older students will use
more advanced technical, writing and
drawing skills.

The Communications Department is
just one area in the Westfield Summer
Workshop. Other courses in arts, crafts,
dance, drama, kaleidoscope, music,
theater and musical theater are avail-
able for pre-schoolers to those in grade
8.

The Summer Stage Theater, for ac-
tors in grades 6 to 10, will present the
funk-rock musical The Wiz. No audi-
tion is needed to be part of the cast.

Classes for the WSW begin on Mon-
day, June 30, and continue until Thurs-
day, July 31. The program will be held
at Edison Intermediate School, located
at 800 Rahway Avenue.

The workshop day runs from 8:30
a.m. until 12:30 p.m.; however, stu-
dents may enroll for less than five peri-
ods as long as the classes are consecu-
tive. Early morning drop-off at 7:30
a.m. and an Afternoon Adventures pro-
gram are offered, the latter one in con-
junction with the Westfield Y.  A regis-
tered nurse is on staff during the regular
morning hours.

For more information, call (908) 518-
1551 or visit njworkshopforthearts.com.

SUMMMER TIME…Creative writing
skills are an integral part of the classes
in the Communications Department of
the Westfield Summer Workshop.

CRUSADING FLUTISTS…Scotch
Plains resident Cecily D’Amore, left,
performed traditional pieces
“Crusader’s March” and “Farm Out”
on flute with Charlotte Sweeney of
Cranford, right, during the Lower
School Spring Concert at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
on the evening of May 9. Cecily is the
daughter of Anthony and Tammy
D’Amore of Scotch Plains. Charlotte is
the daughter of James and  Victoria
Sweeney of Cranford.
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the farmhouse store

Free Parking
221 North Ave East                908-654-0444

www.TheFarmhouseStore.com

like no other store in Westfield

Musical Revue Dares You to ‘Have Flair’
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By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Billed as a musical
revue, Starting Here, Starting Now
by lyricist Richard Maltby, Jr. and
composer David Shire is as light as a
spring breeze. Westfield Community
Players’ (WCP) final production of
the season, a two-act show, utilizes a
cabaret/black box theater setting –
the perfect venue for this intimate
show.

Three talented singers deliver the
collage of sophisticated, quick-patter
songs reminiscent of Stephen
Sondheim’s lyrics.

Dressed in stunning black-and-
white outfits, Jeffrey Dopson, Kaye
Gonzales and Garwood’s Tracey
Lynne Haskell sing, dance and act out
the songs, which unfold as mini-dra-
mas.

Act I explores the humorous, mel-
ancholy and sometimes angry ups
and downs of romance. All three per-
form the theme song of Act I, made
famous by Barbara Streisand in the
1960’s, without much hoopla. Their
powerful lyrics and melody present
the message of hope for a new rela-
tionship.

The three singers, backed up nicely
by percussionist Vincent Livolfi and
musical director/pianist Mary Beth
McFall, offer a combination of inter-
esting duets, solos and trios.

Ms. Gonzales’ clever portrayal of a
frazzled woman in “Crossword
Puzzle” displays a character having a
breakdown while doing the Sunday
New York Times puzzle. Quite a bril-
liant actress, Ms. Gonzales spits out
her tale with amazing vocal dexterity.
Her character’s brains have driven
away her boyfriend when she out-
smarts him on every clue.

After Ms. Gonzales’ tour-de-force,
Ms. Haskell gets a turn to shine in the
ballad “Autumn.” Her lush mezzo-

soprano voice soars lovingly, caress-
ing each phrase. Her reflective inter-
pretation showcases great control and
well supported soft high notes.

Mr. Dopson solos impressively in
“I Don’t Remember Christmas,” in
which he professes that he doesn’t
remember his ex-girlfriend. Of
course, as Shakespeare once wrote,
“he doth protest too much,” and the
audience sees that he’s only deluding
himself.

The funniest song of the night is
“I’m Going to Make You Beautiful,”
in which Ms. Gonzales dons the
smock of a beauty consultant at the
cosmetic counter of Lord & Taylor.
Not an easy number because of its
marathon of notes, tongue-twisting
lyrics and choreography complete
with powder puffs and shopping bags,
it got the biggest hand of the night.

Choreographers Barbara Greco-
Brady and Patrick Starega show their
stuff, especially in “I Don’t Believe
It,” with a takeoff on musical chairs.
They also make their mark in “One
Step,” in which Ms. Gonzales tri-
umphs.

Linda Correll – an accomplished
actress herself, who knows how to get
the most from each character – has
expertly directed the tuneful trio. Not
afraid to let the actors find the truth of
each song, she doesn’t over-direct
them.

The 25 songs are brought to life
with professional lighting design by
Bob Murray assisted by Michael
Bieber and executed by Jessica Foerst.

The ending lyrics of the last num-
ber, “Flair Reprise,” challenge the
audience: “Dare to be loved, to go
mad and to have not a care; to have
flair.”

WCP has followed this advice with
the selection of a delightful musical
program that runs weekends through
the end of the month.

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OFF TO A GOOD START…At Westfield Community Players’ Starting Here,
Starting Now, a musical revue, starring Jeffrey Dopson, Tracey Lynne Haskell
and Kaye Gonzales, weaves stories of people falling in and out of love.

Wilcox Follows the Music to Westfield

davidwilcox.com
David Wilcox will perform at the Coffee with a Conscience Series this Saturday evening.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Folksinger David
Wilcox follows the music when he
tours. For him, music is about the
heart.

“I want to sing songs that I can
believe in and that matter to people,”
Mr. Wilcox says.

He will bring his blend of intricate
acoustic guitar and poetic lyrics to
Westfield’s Coffee with Conscience
series this Saturday evening, benefit-
ing the Keith Knost Special Needs
Trust.

“Coffee with Conscience” opens
the doors of the fellowship hall in the
Westfield Methodist church to all
members of the community and be-
yond to sit back, take in live music
and socialize, while giving the net
proceeds to a particular charity.

Eight years ago, Keith Knost, now
45 and residing at Manor Care in
Mountainside, was driving to Louisi-
ana for work and crashed his car due
to a mechanical failure. As a result of
his injuries, he is paralyzed from the
chest down, with full function of his
arms, neck and head.

Ahrre Maros, organizer of the
events, met Mr. Knost when they were
both in their teens while attending the
Summit Unitarian Church where Mr.
Knost’s dad was minister.

“Since my injury happened, he is
one of the few friends I have on the
East Coast, most are out West. He has
been an angel for me and a dear
friend,” Mr. Knost says of Mr. Maros.
Mr. Knost was living in Boulder,
Colo., for some time prior to the acci-
dent, working as an artist and running
a theatre house in Denver “Playback
Theatre West.”

“I love to work, I miss it,” Mr.
Knost says. Now he says he has given
up painting because he does not have
the proper space. His supplies are
kept in storage in Rhode Island, where
his parents retired.

The donations will help Mr. Knost
gain a better quality of life and assist
in his medical care costs. Mr. Wilcox
has been searching to perform for

causes like Mr. Knost’s, as well as
national disasters and wartime relief
efforts.

“I love playing in settings where
music is part of something bigger.
That’s usually a great thing,” says Mr.
Wilcox.

During a show, he plays a special
brew of songs that suit the cause or
the audience’s mood.

“I love songs that stir conversation
and communicate interesting con-
cepts or issues, stuff you can take
back to your life and do something
with. Not just singing for the way it
sounds, but singing to communicate,”
Mr. Wilcox reveals.

His melodies, played on his acous-
tic guitar, are what speak at the “heart
level,” Mr. Wilcox explains. “The
combination of the two when they are
in sync – that’s what makes it really
powerful for me,” he continues.

He recently “spoke to the heart” of
hundreds of people in Sudan, Africa,
for their first national day of prayer
because a friend said, “your song
needs to be there.” He is talking of
“Three Brothers,” a song about rec-
onciliation from his new album “Air-
stream.”

“There are settings where my songs
can be really powerful and under-
stood because of the context in which
they are sung,” says Mr. Wilcox, who
is planning to head to Bolivia soon to
perform at a benefit. “It’s always so
fun to sing in settings like that, when
they are really ready to hear.”

With 13 albums to choose from,
Mr. Wilcox says he could play for an
hour-and-a-half or three hours, de-
pending on the vibe. The audience
may even have a treat to a few, new
unrecorded songs to go along with
their coffee.

The fellowship hall at First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, lo-
cated at 1 East Broad Street, seats 250
people.

Tickets cost $26 are available at
davidwilcox.eventbrite.com. Justin
Roth will open the show. Doors open
at 7:30 p.m., and the concert will start
at 8 p.m.

Comic Book Day – Helping
To Bridge the Age Gap

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — On May 2, the
latest big-budget superhero movie, Iron
Man, (reviewed on page 22) hit the-
atres. Packed with all the typical trap-
pings – namely, catchy CGI special
effects, grand explosions and exciting
action sequences – the film will likely
be a major topic for kids in the first
couple months of summer.

However, at the same time, the film
makes the classic comic book from
which it derives seem rather dull and
passé, adding to the list of problems
faced by the comic-book industry at
present.

“Most comics today are intended
for older readers,” said Peter Mandle,
owner of Cranford’s Rogue Comics.
“They exist for the people who grew
up with these characters, and those
guys are over 18.”

So how does the comic industry
appeal to its supposed ‘child’ fan base?

One approach is Free Comic Book
Day. Begun in 2002, by Joe Field of
Flying Colors Comics, the promo-
tion is held on the first Saturday of
May, (usually after the release of a
superhero movie) and distributes spe-
cially made comics from all distribu-
tors (Marvel, DC, Dark Horse, etc.)
for free.

The comic book promotion has
three main goals – to introduce every-
one to the joys of reading comics, to
call back former comic book readers
and to thank current comic book buy-
ers for their continued support.

The promotion takes place in all
comic stores and has been considered
a success over the years, as 12-mil-
lion comics have been distributed
since the promotion’s inception.

In addition to Rogue Comics, Little
Shop of Comics in Scotch Plains par-
ticipates.

Steve Olsen, owner of Little Shop,
said the comic industry is starting to
capitalize on the boom of Iron Man
and other Marvel success stories.

He said the day caters to the younger
fan-base in hopes of “building up
comics again.”

When asked about the actual read-
ing, of comics as opposed to watch-
ing the visually exciting films, Mr.
Mandle replied, “If kids can read
hundreds of pages of  ‘Harry Potter,’
they can read a 22-page comic book.”

As for the more adult aspects of the
genre, Mr. Mandle maintained that
while they exist, the majority of comics
are intended for all ages and that the
“classic” books (Spider-Man, Batman,
etc.) are suitable for everyone.

He specifically pointed out Ultimate
Spider-Man, an ongoing reboot of the
classic Spider-Man story, as the best
all-around comic for any age group.

Overall, Mr. Mandle believes that
with superhero movies continually
being made and promotions like Free
Comic Book Day, comics will con-
tinue to be popular.

This reporter can personally attest
to that, having visited a packed Rogue
Comics on Free Comic Book Day.

The store was filled with young
children holding comics and toys,
while both parents and children dis-
cussed Iron Man, Star Wars and the
upcoming Indiana Jones sequel.

Seeing comics bridge the age gap
between parent and child proves that
Free Comic Book Day, and comics in
general, are living up to the goals of
the promotion and more.

TOWN FOLK...The Greg Wall Ensemble, featuring Adrienne Cooper, left,
Rabbi Wall, center, and Noah Solomon, right, performed Jewish folk tunes
during “Israel at 60.” See page 24.

David Samsky for The Leader/ Times

Literary Luncheon Helps
JLEP Carry on its Missions

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Five prominent female
authors spoke, last month, at a Liter-
ary Luncheon sponsored by the Jun-
ior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
(JLEP).

The JLEP is an organization of
women committed to improving lo-
cal communities through the leader-
ship of trained volunteers. For more
than 70 years, JLEP has worked to
serve needy organizations through-
out greater Union County with the
hands-on efforts of its members. The
Literary Luncheon serves as a
fundraiser for the league.

Sally Cook, Doreen Cronin, Linda
Francis Lee and Wendy Mass also
spoke at the event, held at the Grand
Summit Hotel.

Peggy Post, great-granddaughter-
in-law of the etiquette authority Emily
Post, served as the mistress of cer-
emonies at the luncheon. Mrs. Post
has been the spokesperson for the
Emily Post Institute since 1991. The
institute was founded in 1946 by its
namesake, who died in 1960 at the
age of 86.

Mrs. Post carries on the family
tradition through writing books such
as “Emily Post’s Etiquette, Personal
Skills for Professional Success” and
“Emily’s Everyday Manners.”

She also conducts etiquette work-
shops at schools and places of busi-
ness.

Bestselling author Adriana Trigiani
served as honorary chairperson.

Mrs. Trigiani, whom JLEP consid-
ers an “honorary JLEP member,” re-
galed attendees with her hilarious
sense of humor by announcing that
she was running for President of the
United States and disclosing her plan
for world peace after being elected.

“I will get all the presidents and
kings from other countries together
and make them wear spandex until
they agree to stop all the wars,” she
explained to her mostly female audi-
ence, which responded by laughing
and clapping.

Mrs. Trigiani is the author of many
instant bestselling novels, including

“Lucia, Lucia” and “Rococo.” Her
first novel, “Big Stone Gap,” is going
into film production sometime this
year, with Mrs. Trigiani directing.

Ms. Cook – a former Westfield
resident and author of Hey Batta Batta
Swing! – spoke not only of writing,
but of her newly formed association
with Project Sunshine, of which she
is now a special advisor.

Now living in New York City, she is
currently at work on additional pic-
ture books and young-adult novels.
Ms. Cronin’s book, “Click Clack
Moo, Cows that Type,” received a
Caldecott Honor Award in 2001. Ms.
Cronin said that she was inspired to
write the book after the death of her
father.

Texas native Linda Francis Lee
spoke of the process of writing her
novel, “The Devil in the Junior
League.”

Now living in New York City, Ms.
Lee is also the author of 14 historical
and contemporary romance novels.

Universal Studios has optioned
“The Devil in the Junior League.”
Actress Jennifer Garner will play the
leading role of Fredericka Mercedes
Hildebrand Ware in the movie.

Wendy Mass, the author of six nov-
els for young readers, entertained at-
tendees with her “Top Ten Reasons
Why I am a Children’s Author.”

A native of New Jersey, Ms. Mass
also entertained the audience by un-
rolling 50 feet of rejection letters she
has received over the course of her
career.

“I still get rejection letters,” she
announced.

“None of [the JLEP] efforts would
be possible without the funds raised
here today,” said Elizabeth Ferguson,
the current JLEP President.

According to Ms. Ferguson, funds
raised by the Literary Luncheon will
allow the JLEP to “carry on its mis-
sion of promoting volunteerism, [de-
velop] the potential of women and
[improve] communities through the
effective leadership of trained volun-
teers.”

Anyone wishing more information
on the JLEP can log onto jlepnj.org.

Oklahoma! Comes Sweeping
Down the Plain to Cranford
CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-

matic Club (CDC) Theatre, located at
78 Winans Avenue, will perform the
Rogers and Hammerstein classic Okla-
homa! this weekend.

Performances will be held at 8 p.m.
tomorrow,  May 16, and Saturday, May
17.

The production staff and cast have
worked to recreate the love story that
has captured hearts since its Broadway
debut in 1943.

Starring in the cast are Chris Grimm,
as Curly, and Corinne Chandler, as
Laurey Williams.

“We are thrilled to have two actors
and singers who are also going to dance
the dream ballet. Often, the ballet is
danced by two dancers, instead of the
actors cast in the roles of Curly and
Laurey,” said choreographer Fausto
Pineda.

 Allison Acquafredda, as Ado Annie,
and Michael Miguel, as Will Parker,
also star.

Filling out the cast of leads are
Maureen Monroe, as Aunt Eller; Joel
Redmount, as Ali Hakim; Kevin Kessler,
as Jud Fry; and Sam Rosalsky, as An-
drew Carnes.

The cast also includes Shelly
Aberson-Nartozky, Dan Berman, Ella
Chamis, Lauren Costa, Charlie
Delrisco, Jennifer Dilzell, Steven
Douches, Catalina Gaglioti, Kimberly
Gelfand, Ashley Gotz, Matthew Kelk,
Kelsey Kilpatrick, Colleen Kraft, Sa-
rah Kramer, Zach Love, Mary

O’Connor, Becky Randazzo, Dylan
Randazzo, Joe Reina, Melissa Riegel,
Susan Roberts, Todd Roman, Olivia
Whitehouse, Tiffany Wilson and Rich-
ard Zielski.

The production falls under the co-
direction of Broadway veteran Juan
Pineda and Fausto Pineda, director and
choreographer. Patricia Pineda serves
as assistant to the directors, and Valerie
Pineda is musical director. Liz Howard
and Judi Chandler are co-producing the
show, with Bill Chamis serving as stage
manager.

With classic songs, such as “Oh What
A Beautiful Morning” and “Okla-
homa!”, along with crowd-pleasing
dances in “Kansas City” and “The
Farmer and the Cowman,” audiences
will understand why Oklahoma! has
become such an important part of mu-
sical theater history.

Tickets for Oklahoma! are on sale
now and are available for $20. If inter-
ested, reserve seats at cdctheatre.org or
by calling (908) 276-7611.

PEOPLE WILL SAY WE’RE IN
LOVE…Chris Grimm, as Curly, and
Corinne Chandler, as Laurey, rehearse
a scene for the upcoming performances
of Oklahoma! at the CDC Theatre in
Cranford.
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WSO, Temple Capture Jewish
Spirit on Israel’s 60th Anniversary

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Music that spanned
from Israel’s classical inception to its
modern masters enlivened spirits at
Temple Emanu-El for a celebration of
“Israel at 60.” The Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) and the temple jointly
presented the program, which refer-
enced the struggle to not only forge a
Jewish identity, but to establish a cul-
ture unto itself.

Temple Emanu-El Rabbi Douglas
Sagal, introducing the evening, said,

“The notion of a renewed Jewish sover-
eign nation was the stuff of dreams until
hearty, visionary pioneers began the
task of reclaiming the land through
hard labor and grit.”

Sixty years ago, the small country on
the eastern edge of the Mediterranean
earned the right to be called an indepen-
dent state – Eretz Yisrael. Last
Thursday’s celebration of that accom-
plishment and the rise of the Jewish
civilization was captivating. It chose to
focus on the positive accomplishments
of the Jewish people and forgo the
unrelenting struggles that remain in
Israel.

While acknowledging the ever-
present danger Israel faces, Asaf Shariv,
the consul general of the State of Is-
rael, said, in the spirit of the event, “I
know we have problems…but today is
a day of celebration.”

Referencing a line from the first prime
minister of Israel, David Ben-Gurion,
Mr. Shariv said, “[In Israel], if you
don’t believe in miracles, you’re not a
realist,” Mr. Shariv said.

He said that 2007 was a record year
for tourism and that Israel enjoys a
prosperous relationship with the United
States, a unity that was apparent by
evening’s end.

As the night concluded and aisles
emptied, more than a couple of attend-

ees were undeniably humming “I like
to be in A-mer-i-ca” – a response of
nationalistic pride caused, perhaps un-
intentionally, by the orchestra’s jubi-
lant finale of West Side Story.

Before the festivities began, Mr.
Shariv infused a dose of humor into the
evening, describing why it took so long
for the Jews to stumble upon Eretz
Yisrael.

“Moses and the Jews were searching
for 40 years for the one place in the
Middle East that has no oil,” he said.

After watching a film excerpt from

Pillar of Fire, highlighting what it was
“to be a free nation in our own land,”
WSO Conductor David Wroe struck up
the orchestra for Bernstein’s Chichester
Psalms.

The Psalms were delivered in fits
and starts, with blasts of percussion and
timpani at points, while subtle hiccups
of xylophone and harp were heard in
others, creating a surreal feeling. The
music remained cleverly delicate, as if
at any point it could be overtaken.

All involved beautifully performed
the spastic piece, which changed from
reverential to bombastic and from spiri-
tual to impulsive within seconds of one
another.

Bergen County’s Pro Arte Chorale
melded superbly with the orchestra,
and the temple’s cantor, Martha Novick,
succeeded in producing the innocent
quality of a boy soprano.

During the third movement, the
strings shined and offered a contempla-
tive tone of anticipation and peace.

Soon after, Maestro Wroe motioned
feverishly, swimming and whisking as
he instructed the instrumentalists. All,
of course, occurred as the chorale com-
manded the piece with aplomb, sound-
ing as though it were truly ushering in
a new presence, proclaiming at the final
lines, “how pleasant it is...to dwell to-
gether in unity.”

Afterwards, the Greg Wall Ensemble
traced the development of Israeli music
from its pioneer days through state-
hood.

Rabbi Wall explained the beginnings
of Jewish folk music, reminding audi-
ence members that Israel sprang forth
from a land of nomads and Jews living
in the Diaspora, all with their own
disparate languages and cultures.

The flourishing of music in Israel
was on the “same scale as cultivating
the desert,” Rabbi Wall said. He docu-
mented how those coming to Israel,
many times, just had “the clothes on
their backs and the songs in their heart.”

The ensemble’s music sounded like
a Jewish form of coffeehouse jazz –
free flowing, improvisational and play-
ful. The songs were humanized in that
the instruments naturally became the
personification of laughter or sadness.

While Mr. Wall’s clarinet conjured
up thoughts of Indian snake charmers,
the music seemed to marry rap-like
chanting, tribal drums and folk-rock
acoustic guitar. All mixed together, the
music became a rally cry.

That call was then heightened by
Rabbi Wall’s facial expressions. His
face would redden as he blared the
notes and stamped his feet. He smiled
as his face glistened, and when his
portion of a song ceased, he encour-
aged his fellow bandmates, especially
guitarist/vocalist Noah Solomon, to take
center stage.

The ensemble reached a crescendo
during its last piece when three people,
including the temple’s executive direc-
tor, Carolyn Shane, rose from their
chairs and boogied to the joyous lyrics
“Am Yisrael Chai” (the people of Israel
live).

After intermission, Israeli pianist
Alon Goldstein, 38, came out with the
WSO to perform the Piano Concerto
by Robert Schumann, a renowned 19th
Century German composer.

The classical pianist delivered a rous-
ing performance, exuding warmth and
personality in every movement.

As he played, with eyes closed, Mr.
Goldstein repeatedly mouthed words
as if in a trance. The piece darted and
changed speeds quickly, and Mr.
Goldstein – tongue out, face moisten-
ing slightly – playfully grimaced as he
wowed the audience. After each piano
portion ended, his hands jerked sky-
ward in childlike zeal.

To top the night off, the orchestra
brought to life Bernstein’s West Side
Story. Spectators simply could not help
but to move to the beat of every tam-
bourine tap and maraca shake.

Maestro Wroe sent the audience home
with “one final universal message” —
“the spark of love, reconciliation and
harmony, ultimately, will triumph.”

Choral Art Society Showcases
American Music to New Audience

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey presents a pro-
gram of mostly American music on
Saturday. Music Director James Little
will conduct works by George
Gershwin, Randall Thompson and John
Rutter at 8 p.m. at the Union County

Perfroming Arts Center in Rahway.
The Choral Art Society Orchestra

and two soloists – soprano Andi
Campbell and baritone Sidney Jackson
– make up the chorus.

Randall Thompson, who is perhaps
best-known for “Alleluia,” was com-
missioned 50 years ago to write a piece
for the 250th anniversary of the Incor-
poration of Amherst, Mass.

Frostiana: Seven Country Songs is a
setting of seven of Robert Frost’s po-
ems: “The Road Not Taken,” “The Pas-
ture,” “Come In,” “The Telephone,” “A
Girl’s Garden,” “Stopping by Woods
on a Snowy Evening” and “Choose
Something Like a Star.”

The full chorus does not sing to-
gether for all seven poems. The first and

last settings are for mixed voices, the
second and sixth for men, third and fifth
for women, and “The Telephone” is a
dialogue for mixed voices in which the
women’s voices answer the men’s
voices.

English composer John Rutter, who
has written some of the most charming,
melodious orchestral music  ever heard,

and lovely choruses based on many
literary sources, composed the choral
suite Birthday Madrigals for the 75th
birthday of jazz pianist George Shear-
ing.

The words are by William
Shakespeare, John Wilbye, Christopher
Marlowe and Sir Philip Sidney, and
piano and string bass will accompany
the chorus.

The other part of the concert is, in
fact, a “Concert.” Gershwin’s opera
Porgy and Bess has been arranged many
times for orchestra, and even the indi-
vidual highlights, such as “Summer-
time,” have received special arrange-
ments by various instrumentalists.

Mr. Little will lead his choral and
orchestral forces in a single, seamless

WF Book Store Hosts
Husband-and-Wife Duo

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield is hosting a meet
and greet for local author and illustra-
tor Kim Adlerman, and author and
musician Danny Adlerman on Satur-
day, May 17, from 2 to 4 p.m.

This husband and wife’s latest col-
laboration is entitled “Oh No,
Domino,” a children’s book with an
accompanying audio CD that includes
an original piece of music as a bonus.

Mr. and Mrs. Adlerman have writ-
ten nine books and recorded two CDs.
Their first book, “It’s Raining, It’s
Pouring,” written under the pen name
of Kin Eagle, has sold over half-a-
million copies.

Those interested can meet the duo at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (corner
of East Broad and Elmer Streets).

Those unable to attend can call (908)
233-3535, and reserve an autographed
copy of their book.

SP-F Music Boosters
Hold Clothing Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Fanwood High School Music
Boosters Association is holding a
clothing drive on Saturday, May 17,
in front of the Scotch Plains Fanwood
High School from 9 a.m. to noon

This event benefits students par-
ticipating in the high school’s music,
marching band, chorus, color guard
and other fine-arts programs.

Items sought are wearable and us-
able clothing, shoes, belts, handbags,
linens and stuffed animals. For more
information, visit spfk12.org/
musicboosters/.

David Samsky for The Leader/ Times

BELIEVING IN MIRACLES...The Westfield Symphony Orchestra and Temple
Emanu-El presented a rousing evening of music to celebrate “Israel at 60.”

I’M ON MY WAY...Choral Art Society Orchestra members prepare for this
Saturday’s concert. From the top, left to right, are: Ulf Dolling, president elect;
Denise Gregis, treasurer elect; Rosemany Shire, soprano; Fredel Clermont, alto;
Sylvia Degrado, soprano, and Nancy Kevin, alto and orchestral stand-in

setting of six songs, including “Sum-
mertime,” “I Loves You, Porgy,” “It
Ain’t Necessarily So” and “Oh Lawd,
I’m on My Way.”

When asked about the programming
for Saturday, Mr. Little emphasized the
freshness of what the chorus will sing
and what the audience will hear.

“We chose Thompson and Gershwin
because we wanted to present an Ameri-
can program of music that would be
interesting to a new audience. Also,
I’ve never done, or even heard, the
Thompson Frostiana with orchestra,
so it’s something new and fun for me.
[Rutter’s] Birthday Madrigals are great
fun, very approachable from an audi-
ence point-of-view [and] very much in
jazz style,” he said.


