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Rutgers Hosts Talk to Encourage
Interests in Science and Math

I am an immigrant who has lived in the
United States for the last 25 years and am
a U.S. citizen. One huge difference I see
today compared to what I saw in 1982, is
the complacency among Americans.
Technological superiority gave us the bulk
of the best paying jobs. However, today
the desire of American students to pursue
an education in science, engineering and
technology in college has waned signifi-
cantly.

Many high school students with a
known aptitude for science and math are
pursuing college education in fields other
than science, math, technology and engi-
neering. These fields form the basis for
innovation that results in a high number
of technology jobs that pay very well. The
waning interest in science and math is a
bad recipe for future technological lead-
ership.

The MIT Club of Princeton, the alumni
association of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology in central New Jersey and
Bucks County, Pa., has launched an ini-
tiative to encourage more high school
students to consider college-level educa-
tion in math, science, engineering and
technology.

The club is bringing high profile speak-
ers who will seek to inspire high school
students to pursue higher education in
science and math by discussing how the
resulting career could be “cool,” help
them make a lot of money or make them
famous – things that are basic human
drivers.

On May 15, we teamed up with the
Thomas Edison Papers Project of Rutgers
University to host a talk by the great
grand niece of Thomas Edison, Sarah
Caldicott, entitled “Invent Like Edison,”
to encourage high school students to pur-
sue careers in math, science and technol-
ogy by highlighting the pivotal role of
science and math in invention and inno-
vation.

Other people we are trying to bring to

our area include Sally Ride, the first
woman in space; Steve Wozniak, the
inventor of the Apple computer, and
MIT Professor Phil Sharp, the Nobel
Laureate in Medicine, among others.
We are also sending four central New
Jersey teachers each summer to MIT
for one week, at our expense, to get
exposed to the latest research and teach-
ing techniques that can be brought back
to our area.

The Invent Like Edison event will be
held at 6 p.m. today, May 15, at the
Allison Road Classroom (ARC) Audito-
rium of the Rutgers University Busch
Campus at 618 Allison Road, Piscataway,
N.J. There is no admission fee. We hope
that high school students with an interest
in math, science and technology, MIT
Alumnae, the Rutgers community, inno-
vators (and budding innovators) and
Edison enthusiasts will participate in the
event.

Sarah Miller Caldicott, will discuss the
Five Competencies of Innovation that
Edison used to become the most prolific
inventor in American history. For her
latest book, “Innovate Like Edison,” Sa-
rah conducted her research and worked
with the world’s leading Edison histo-
rian, Dr. Paul Israel. Dr. Israel, director of
The Edison Papers at Rutgers University,
will appear with Sarah and discuss why
Edison succeeded.

Seating is limited. To register for this
free event, please visit the website of the
MIT Club of Princeton at
alumweb.mit.edu/clubs/princeton/.
Online directions to ARC can be found at
maps.rutgers.edu/building.aspx?id=416.

To find out more about the various
initiatives of the MIT Club of Princeton,
please visit alumweb.mit.edu/clubs/
princeton/.

Ram Iyer
President of MIT Club of

Princeton

Letters to the Editor
Westfielder Asks BOE to Reconsider

Eliminating Intermediate SAC
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to

the Westfield Board of Education on May
6, and copied to the newspaper. It is
edited for brevity.

*****
This was a very difficult year in terms

of crafting a budget that would pass and
would satisfy the bureaucrats in Trenton.
I thank you for your hard work and dedi-
cation and commend you on your suc-
cess. At this juncture, I write to request
that the board of education reconsider its
decision to eliminate the student assis-
tance counselor (SAC) and peer leader-
ship position from the district’s interme-
diate school staff. I believe that the elimi-
nation of this SAC position is contrary to
the best interests of our middle school
students and the district.

SAC supports and serves the entire
middle school community – a population
of 1,581 students. Students in this age
group are the most vulnerable in terms of
social and peer pressures, bullying and
personal anxieties. The SAC position pro-
vides a valuable safety net.

The SAC position is designed to pro-
vide students support for their emotional
needs and well-being. SAC provides one-
on-one counseling and assistance to stu-
dents. The confidential nature of the coun-
seling in the school setting – where prob-
lems and anxieties most plague our stu-
dents – is a key function of SAC.

The Westfield Peer Leadership pro-
gram is an example of what makes the
Westfield school system special. Peer
leadership is open to all eighth grade
students on a first-come-first-served ba-
sis. It develops leadership qualities in the
students, including problem solving skills.
The peer leaders are ambassadors of the
district’s anti-bullying program. The stu-
dents are taught key strategies during the
peer leadership meetings, which they then
teach to other students. The program is a
benefit to the entire middle school popu-
lation. Peer leadership skills are best taught
in school, where the skills can be used and
reinforced. Unlike sports programs, there
is no program like peer leadership avail-
able outside the school setting.

Legally, Westfield is required to have
a bullying policy. The New [Jersey] Su-
preme Court in February, 2007, in a same-
sex harassment decision, L.W. v. Toms
River, made clear that simply having a
policy is not enough. The board is re-
quired to “implement effective preventa-
tive and remedial measures.” In Westfield,
peer leadership is a key aspect of the
district’s anti-bullying program. Signifi-
cantly, Ms. Koch is certified and, through
the peer leadership programs, conducts
“bully-proofing” training sessions.

From a financial and litigation avoid-
ance perspective, elimination of the SAC/
Peer leadership position is ill-advised.
The cost associated with the defense and
settlement of a single lawsuit could easily
cost $100,000 – as much or more than Ms.
Koch’s salary. Elimination of the SAC

may not save the district any money.
Nine years ago, Westfield was chosen

as the site of a NBC town meeting entitled
“Lessons from Littleton” because demo-
graphics are similar to Littleton, Colo-
rado. We are deluding ourselves if we
think that a Columbine-type tragedy
couldn’t happen in Westfield. SAC plays
an important role to prevent emotional
issues from boiling over to tragedy.

One need only read the local newspa-
pers. On April 3, 2008, The Westfield
Leader ran a front-page article bearing
the headline “Westfield Police Receive
Shooter Response Training,” which de-
scribed how the Westfield police had
training and practiced maneuvers in WHS
during spring break so that they are pre-
pared to deal with a Columbine-type inci-
dent. On April 25, 2008, the Record-
Press ran a front-page article entitled
“Student stabbed in dispute at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood HS.”

Can one SAC prevent a tragedy in
Westfield? Probably not. However, by
training peer leaders and empowering the
student population to take a stand against
bullying, we support an important pro-
gram and take a step in the right direction.

As a district, we should be enhancing
the program, not eliminating this impor-
tant position.

We have a SAC in the high school and
in the elementary schools. The new high
school principal, Peter Renwick, was af-
filiated with Rutgers University’s “De-
veloping Safe and Civil Schools” and was
involved in Montclair High School’s peer
leadership program.

Students from Edison and Roosevelt
Schools have joined forces, circulated
petitions, written speeches, organized
themselves and have presented their cause
to the board. Their actions are a testament
to the benefits of peer leadership – and
Marie Koch.

No doubt, the board was faced with
some difficult decisions this year. The
SAC position was an easy target.

Guidance counselors are working with
a larger population. The existing guid-
ance department simply does not have
enough time or resources.

On the intermediate level, one SAC
serves two schools and more than 1,500
students. The savings to the board from
the elimination of this position is not
significant in comparison to the benefit
lost. Notably, SAC is one position out of
571 professional staff positions – 0.011
percent of the total budget of $85 million.

Given the number of students served
and the important role of SAC, I encour-
age the board to reconsider its decision
and determine if the cost savings can be
achieved elsewhere

I thank the board for welcoming com-
ments from the student population re-
garding this issue.

Kathleen McLeod Caminiti
Westfield

Muhlenberg Hospital Closing,
Do Not Blame It on the Immigrants Letters to the Editor

I am a longtime resident of Westfield,
went through the Westfield public schools
and served the Congregational Church
UCC in town as a minister. I now serve in
Plainfield.

I am appalled at the threatened closing
of Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
and the implications for Plainfield, and
surrounding towns including, yes,
Westfield. Lives will be lost, perhaps
yours. Remember Katrina? This is Katrina
in our backyard and we cannot live in a
bubble of denial.

Muhlenberg has served the commu-
nity for 130 years with some of the best
ratings in N.J. Solaris Healthcare Corpo-
ration has diverted paying clients to JFK
and sent all charity cases to Muhlenberg.
They have denied interested buyers due
diligence in the process and stolen
Muhlenberg equipment in the middle of
the night for months, raping the hospital.
It appears Solaris has lied about its prof-
its, which is evident in their tax returns.

There has been no “needs assessment”
of the community completed, no emer-
gency planning for catastrophe in the
event of closing, no attention to blocked
ambulance routes and transportation for
those who have no car. All will be af-
fected — upper class, middle class and
the poor.

Do not blame it on the immigrants.
Corporations do not give care – doctors

and nurses do. Solaris needs to get out so
that there can be an effort in acquiring
buyers. The state may cut other areas, but
cutting life-saving hospitals is inhumane,
immoral and just plain stupid. We will all
suffer.

Please write the New Jersey Health
Commissioner, the Governor and town
officials. Surrounding towns are passing
resolutions against closing this vital hos-
pital.

Rev. Sarah Seivard Colvin
Westfield

WINES WITH
RATINGS OF

Edmeades Estate
Zinfandel 2006
This wine exhibits deep ruby
color and a big, sweet nose of
peppery black cherry and rasp-
berry liqueur intermixed with
spring flowers and earth.
Medium to full-bodied, ripe and
altogether a hedonistic mouthful
of big Zinfandel.

$14.99Wine Advocate : 90

Flora Soliloquy
Sauvignon Blanc 2006
This 2006 exhibits the crisp, 
melony, fresh lemon grass notes
of this varietal. One of the first to
see the future in high-class
Sauvignon Blanc’s made in
Bordeaux like style. 

$17.99Wine Enthusiast : 91

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ. (908) 232-8700. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available
only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include
sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., May 14 thru Tues., June 3, 2008.

Cat Amongst The Pigeons
Cabernet Sauvignon 2006
This Cabernet is purple/black colored with an
expressive bouquet of spice box, black 
raspberry, black cherry and black currant that
jumps from the glass. Full-bodied and rich with
loads of sweet fruit and a long finish.

$14.99Wine Advocate: 91

Cat Amongst The Pigeons
Shiraz/Cabernet 2006
This Shiraz/Cabernet has a nearly impenetrable
color. The aromatics offer brooding black fruits,
tar, espresso and licorice.  On the palate it 
borders on opulent with gobs of sweet fruit, ripe
flavors and a remarkable long, pure finish.

$14.99Wine Advocate: 91

Cat Amongst The Pigeons
Shiraz 2006
Opaque purple with an alluring nose of spice
box, pepper, blueberry and blackberry. Opulent
on the palate, this full-bodied wine has layers of
flavor, ripe fruit, excellent balance and enough
structure to evolve for a few years.

$14.99Wine Advocate: 92

Honig
Sauvignon Blanc 2006
A pleasingly rich texture 
dominated by citrusy grapefruit 
flavor. It is smoky and a little 
honeyed. Great with roast 
sturgeon or other fleshy fish.

$12.99Wine & Spirits : 90

Columbia Crest 
Walter Clore 2004
Firm in texture, with crisp 
tannins around a polished core
of currant and boysenberry fruit,
tipping toward cedar and spice
as the tangy finish persists.

$29.99Wine Spectator : 90

Robert Arnoux
Vacqueyras Cuvee
Jean Marie 2004
This excellent effort is a classic,
full-bodied Vacqueyras 
possessing loads of seductive
black cherry and cassis fruit
intermixed with subtle notes of
Provencal herbs and roasting
spices.

$13.99Wine Advocate : 90

Domaine du Pere
Caboche
Chateauneuf du
Pape la Mirande
2005
An outstanding wine that is
dark ruby in color and reveals
plenty of black cherry and 
currant fruit along with hints of
fig, licorice, and smoke.

$21.99Wine Advocate: 90

Nicolas Feuillatte
Brut NV
A coconut streak stands out
immediately, then there is a 
vertical wall of stone, citrus and
licorice. Intense and definitive
spices layer this wine; it is not
shy or pedestrian.

$25.99Wine Enthusiast : 90

Tasca Lamùri Nero
d’Avola 2004
"Immediately appealing with its
bright ruby color, frutti di bosco
flavors and fresh pine forest
aromas this wine packs plenty
of stuffing onto its lithe frame. It
feels simultaneously modern
and ancient, a rich savor that's
firmly Mediterranean. A sleek
partner for grilled rack of lamb."

$14.99

Honig Cabernet 2005
Dill laced oak and dried currant
and black cherry form a rich,
tight, complex core of flavors
that give this a tight focus and a
long, persistent finish. Drink now
through 2013.

$26.99Wine Spectator : 90

Fife Petite Syrah
Redhead Vineyard
2002
Beautiful Petite Syrah, among
the best in California. Stuffed
with big-time berry, plum,
cocoa, lavender and coffee 
flavors, with sturdy tannins
and very dry, it's a wine that
will age, although it's
approachable now with rich
meats and cheeses.

$19.99

Bouchaine
Chardonnay 2005
Nice, dry and complex, a crisp
wine with quite a bit of miner-
ality undergirding the fruit and
oak. Feels fine and balanced
in the mouth, and should take
a couple years in the cellar.

$18.99Wine Enthusiast : 90

Chalk Hill
Chardonnay 2005
Refreshing, intense and
vibrant with a mix of spice, 
floral, fig and apricot flavors
that are rich, deep and 
complex, ending with a long
persistent finish.

$29.99Wine Spectator : 90

Avignonesi Vino
Nobile di
Montepulciano 2004
A rich, ripe expression of black
cherries, licorice and smoke in
a linear, understated style with
notable purity and outstanding
balance.

$18.99Wine Spectator : 90

Qupé Syrah
Central Coast
2006
There is a lot of edge to 
this complex, meaty Syrah.  
The fruit has a high toned 
cranberry character and the
aromas are full, with rose-to-
the-petal-to-the-metal intensity.
It ends firm and fresh.

$14.99Wine & Spirits : 91

Juve Y Camps
Brut Rose NV
Dark pink in color with a lovely
nose of rose petals and straw-
berries. It is lively and fresh on
the palate, with crisp acidity
and a long finish. This 
excellent value can be served
with a wide variety of savory 
courses and as an aperitif.

$12.99Wine Advocate : 90

Allegrini La Grola
2004
Made from super-ripe fruit that
is decidedly structured and
explodes from the glass with
an array of earthiness, 
blackberry preserves, sweet
toasted oak and new leather.
It too is a superb value. Best
between 2008-2014.

$19.99Wine Adovcate : 90

Wine & Spirits: 90

Wine Enthusiast : 92

La Marca
Prosecco NV
A delicate, well-balanced
Prosecco, showing a good
blend of baked apple, sour
lemon and grapefruit, with a
lightly creamy mineral texture
on the palate. Medium froth,
with some body and a pleasant
lemon and mineral finish.

$10.99Wine Spectator : 90

OF THE MONTHSPECIALSPECIAL

Arrowood Cabernet Sauvignon 2004
This wine is certainly ripe, offering a mouthful of blackberries, cherries and currants.  
But it never loses its elegant tannin-acid architecture.  Beautiful now, 
and should develop through 2014.

$36.99

Allegrini Amarone 2003
Reveals a super-opulent, engaging texture packed with sweet cocoa, dark fruit, cassis,
blackberries, roasted coffee beans and licorice. It finishes with notable length and 
surprising finish for the vintage. This medium to full-bodied wine is an 
outstanding example of a more restrained, clean style of Amarone.

$64.99

Pio Cesare Barolo 2003
Has fabulous blackberry and mineral, with hints of toasty oak.  Full-bodied,
with chewy tannins and a long, long finish. Very concentrated, yet racy
and structured... Gorgeous. Best after 2009.

$49.99

9393WINE 
ENTHUSIAST
POINTS 9191WINE 

SPECTATOR
POINTS

9393WINE 
SPECTATOR
POINTS

9292 WINE 
ADVOCATE
POINTS

ShopRite Wines & Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices, variety and
service. We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating palate at impressive prices.

Beringer Private Reserve Cabernet 2004
Rich, dense and chewy, with ripe plum, blackberry, fresh earth and mineral flavors,
framed by smoky, cedary oak. Intense and persistent, ending with a 
mix of cherry and currant fruit. The tannins are firm but ripe.

$84.99

90Points or More... for $30 orLess!90Points or More... for $30 orLess!

95-100  . . . . . . .Classic
90-94  . . . .Outstanding
85-89  . . . . . Very Good
80-84  . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79  . . . . . . . Average
60-69  . . .Below Average

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., June 3, 2008

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & SpiritsStore Open 
Sunday

A Little Known Fact
There’s an Election on June 3rd

In this Primary Election,
the candidates for Congress for
the November General Election will
be chosen by the political parties.

Whether you’re a pacaderm or donkey or not,
learn about the candidates

and let them know your views.

See
goleader.com/08congress

For exclusive video interviews with the editor,

Congressman Rob Andrews, challenging Senator Frank Lautenberg in
the Primary Election, will campaign at the Westfield Municipal Building
this Sunday, May 18, from 5 to 7 p.m.


