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See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

www.westfieldsmiles.com

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:

•

•

•

•

Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy.

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of
bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root
canal treatment. Implant
consultations, low dose
digital x-rays with up to
50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth sealants
and fluoride treatments. 

Get Acquainted
Special Offer

For $ 3 5 y o u
receive a complete
oral exam, x- r a y s ,

and screening
for gum disease.

Westfield Smiles

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Eliminate To o t h
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care a n d
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Lance Comments on Iraq,
Gas Prices, Hospital Closings

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A veteran legisla-
tor in Trenton, Leonard Lance said he
is the most experienced and has the
most organizational support to win a
seven-candidate Primary race for Con-
gress in the 7th District.

Mr. Lance, a member of the state
senate, representing the 23rd legisla-
tive district in Hunterdon County, said
he has tried to “stay on a positive,
optimistic plain” in his campaign, while
he said some of his opponents have
resorted to campaigns based on “nega-
tive and unfounded criticism.”

Addressing the “fiscal crisis” in New
Jersey, Mr. Lance said the state has
borrowed too much money and done
so without the approval of state voters.
He said New Jersey has “over-bor-
rowed over the last 10 years.”

“New Jersey’s debt is now third in the
nation. We are 11th in population, and
almost all the debt over the last decade
has occurred without voter approval,”
he said, noting that the debt is now in the
mid-$30-billion range.

Mr. Lance has sponsored legisla-
tion that would require all future debt
to be approved by voters. In 1997, the
state borrowed $3 billion, without voter
approval, to fund the state’s pension
system as supported by then-Republi-
can Governor Christine Whitman’s ad-
ministration, which Mr. Lance opposed
as a member of the General Assembly.
Republicans controlled both houses
in the Legislature at the time.

“I was punished by my own politi-
cal party for opposing it,” he said. “I
opposed it as a member of the assem-
bly budget committee, and as a result
of that, I was denied the chairmanship
of the assembly budget committee the
following January.”

In 2000, according to Mr. Lance,
the Whitman administration sought
legislative approval for another $8.5
billion in debt for construction of
schools without voter approval. He
added that the program was approved,
and later, “massive scandals” led to
the abolishment of the New Jersey
Schools Construction Corp.

Mr. Lance, in his role as senate
minority leader, sued Governor Jim
McGreevey and won after Mr.
McGreevey tried to borrow to pay
operating expenses in the state bud-
get. “That is the equivalent of mort-
gaging your house to pay your grocery
bills,” Mr. Lance said.

“The Supreme Court of New Jersey
agreed with me that we could no longer
do that in the future,” Mr. Lance said.

He said Governor Jon Corzine’s pro-
posal to borrow to monetize toll pro-
ceeds is not going to occur.

On the issue of rising gasoline prices,
he opposes placing “any more gasoline
in the strategic petroleum reserve…over
the next several months.” He said the
proposal would lower gasoline prices by
25 cents per gallon.

Long-term, he favors increasing tax
credits for solar and wind energy, ex-
ploration of petroleum from shale in
Western states, such as Colorado, Utah
and Wyoming, as well as oil drilling in
Texas.

Mr. Lance is opposed to drilling in
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
(ANWAR) in Alaska because of envi-

ronmental concerns.
He also favors tax credits for hybrid

vehicles, as well as “higher CAFE”
(Corporate Average Fuel Economy)
over time to improve automobile fuel
efficiency.

“I am convinced that American tech-
nology is such that if we have those
higher standards, Detroit automakers
will produce automobiles to meet those
standards,” he said.

Mr. Lance said it is important that
America lessen its “dependence” on
foreign oil. He supports cellulosic etha-
nol, which uses plant wastes, instead
of corn-based ethanol.

He said he would be “cautious”
before building more nuclear power
plants, noting his concerns of nuclear
waste disposal.

Speaking on the Iraq War, the candi-
date said, “I would demand much
greater political accountability in
Baghdad among Shias, the Sunnis and
the Kurds. I don’t believe cohesion
currently exists, and I think it’s the
responsibility of the Iraqi people them-
selves to build their democracy.”

Mr. Lance favors withdrawing surge
troops and said he “hopes more
progress can be made.”

“I do not think, however, that we
can withdraw all of our troops precipi-
tously, but certainly, I hope there is
further progress after the withdrawal
of the five brigades [surge troops] by
the middle of the summer,” he said. He
said General David Petraeus would
impose a 45-day pause following the
surge withdrawal.

“But then, after that, I hope we can
have a glide path out of Iraq. I do not
think we can do this overnight, but
certainly, our goal as a nation should
be making sure the Iraqi people move
forth in defending themselves,” Mr.
Lance said.

On the closing of New Jersey hospi-
tals, including Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield, he said as
a state legislator, he wants “to provide
greater funds for hospitals across New
Jersey.”

He said Muhlenberg’s closing would
impact other regional hospitals, includ-
ing Overlook in Summit, Somerset and
Hunterdon Medical Center and JFK in
Edison.

“We have a system in New Jersey
where everyone has access to hospital
care. We don’t have two tiers of hospi-
tals. Some states have for-profit hos-
pitals and charitable hospitals. All of
the hospitals in New Jersey are chari-
table,” said Mr. Lance.

He said some patients are overusing
emergency rooms, and “that situation
has to change.” He said the state must
“do a better job of monitoring the use
of emergency rooms” and said he op-
poses switching to a for-profit hospi-
tal system in New Jersey.

He said reforms are needed, includ-
ing tort reform, to decrease the num-
ber of medical care lawsuits, which,
he said, is driving up the cost of medi-
cal bills.

All videos of the seven GOP 7th
Congressional District candidates will
be posted by early next week at
.goleader.com/08Congress. Four of the
candidate videos are already posted.
Candidate  stories will appear in The
Leader/Times over the next two weeks.

EAT UP THE PRAISES…Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, right, Union
County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, left, and Roselle Park Clerk Doreen
Cali, who also is the current president of the Union County Municipal Clerks
Association, gathered at the buffet at the County Clerk’s annual luncheon in
honor of Municipal Clerks Week. This year’s luncheon was held at the Commu-
nity Food Bank of New Jersey in Hillside on May 7.

Softball Game to Benefit
Sheriff’s Lifesaver Program
ELIZABETH — Union County

Corrections Officers and Sheriff’s
Officers will play each other in the
first-ever Freeholder’s Charitable
Cup Softball game on Saturday, June
21, starting at 1 p.m. at Warinanco
Park in Elizabeth as a fundraiser to
benefit Sheriff Ralph Froehlich’s
Project Lifesaver program.

Project Lifesaver helps individu-
als with autism, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease or other debilitating disorders
by outfitting them with a watch-
sized transmitter, which can be
tracked by the Sheriff’s Search and
Rescue Unit if the individual is re-
ported missing or lost.

Tickets for the game are $10, with
all proceeds going toward Project
Lifesaver. Tickets can be purchased
by calling Undersheriff Gerald
Green at (908) 527-4450; Jim
Roche, president of PBA Local 199
(corrections officers), at (908) 527-
1333 or (877) 424-1234.

 The winner of the game will be
awarded the first annual
Freeholder’s Charitable Cup after
the game, which will be played on
diamond 2 at the park. The winner
will hold the cup for a full year until
the following year’s rematch. (A
rain date will be announced shortly.)

“We are working with Sheriff
Froehlich to raise money to pur-
chase the equipment for this worth-
while program while raising aware-
ness about it throughout the county
so we can expand enrollment in the
program,” Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada said.

Project Lifesaver, a national pro-
gram, was initiated locally  by Sher-
iff Froehlich and Morris County
Sheriff Edward Rochford, and it
has since spread throughout the
state.

Now, New Jersey is the only state
in the nation with complete cover-
age for the program in every county,
according to a Union County press
release.

The lightweight, battery-operated

transmitters used through Project
Lifesaver can be tracked for miles,
with densely populated areas cut-
ting back on the range. Each device
has a radio signal that broadcasts
the radio signal 24 hours a day.

The wristband transmitters cost
about $285 each and $15 monthly
for batteries and maintenance.

A transmitter worn by an Eliza-
beth man  years ago helped Sheriff’s
Officers using the Project Lifesaver
program to rescue him within two
hours of the 74-year-old man’s dis-
appearance, a county spokesman
said.

Speaking of the game, Sheriff
Froehlich said, “The reason this is
going to be a great battle is that all
players will see the importance of
the game — helping people in need,”
he said. “Project Lifesaver benefits
people of all age groups.”

The sheriff said he plans on par-
ticipating in the game.

The corrections officers’ team has
won two of the last three Police
League Championships.

“We have extra motivation be-
cause it is for a good cause, and we
want to show that we are one of the
elite teams in the county,” Undersh-
eriff Green said.

Mr. Roche said, “We [PBA No.
199] are honored to participate, and
we are looking forward to raising
money for the Sheriff’s program.”

Lautenberg Introduces Bill
To Take Action Against OPEC

Campaign Release, United States Senate

U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-
NJ)  has introduced legislation to
force action against the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) for its “anti-competi-
tive practices and illegal export quo-
tas on oil,” which has led to higher
gas prices in the United States.

 “While OPEC and the oil compa-
nies have seen record profits, Ameri-
can families are paying record gas
prices at the pump,” Mr. Lautenberg
said. “The illegal actions of OPEC
nations have gone on too long, and it
is time to stand up to this cartel and
protect the interests of the American
people.”

Mr. Lautenberg’s bill would re-
quire the United States trade repre-
sentative to initiate consultations with
countries that are members of both
OPEC and the World Trade Organi-
zation (WTO). If consultations failed,
the United States would request that
the WTO convene a dispute settle-
ment panel to judge the case. If the
case were decided in the United State’s
favor, OPEC would be required to
cease its “illegal operations” or the
United States would be able to im-
pose trade remedies.

 OPEC consists of 13 of the world’s
largest oil-producing nations, produc-
ing slightly more than one-third of
the world’s oil, with 75 percent of the
known reserves.

 Eight of the OPEC nations — Ec-
uador, Indonesia, Kuwait, Nigeria,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab
Emirates and Venezuela — are mem-
bers of the WTO. Iraq, Iran, Libya
and Algeria are seeking admission
into the WTO.

 Under WTO rules, countries are
prohibited from placing restrictions

on exports. Despite this prohibition,
through negotiations, OPEC sets ex-
port quotas for each of its member
nations and is able to exercise control
over the international price of oil.

“OPEC’s manipulation of the oil
market has been a major factor in the
dramatic increase in gas prices, which
have more than tripled since 2002,
rising from $1.10 per gallon to $3.60
today, with many analysts forecast-
ing $4 per gallon this summer,” Mr.
Lautenberg said.

 The bill, the OPEC Accountability
Act of 2008 (S-2964), is based on
similar legislation Mr. Lautenberg
first introduced in 2004.

UCUA’s Sunil Garg to
Receive Asian Award
NEW YORK, NY — Sunil Garg,

executive director of the Union County
Utilities Authority, will be recognized
at the Seventh Annual Outstanding 50
Asian Americans in Business Award
to be held Wednesday, May 28, at the
Waldorf Astoria Hotel.

This year’s honorees were selected
throughout the United States and rep-
resent a group of Asian-American
ethnic backgrounds — Chinese, Ko-
rean, South Asian, Filipino, Thai, Viet-
namese and Japanese.

“The support and participation of
our sponsors is an important factor
in the success of the program, which
has enabled the program to grow
tremendously year after year. Be-
sides honoring individual accom-
plishments, the award increases
awareness of cultural diversity and
creates new opportunities for corpo-
rations to strengthen contact with
the growing Asian-American com-
munity,” said John Wang, president
of The Asian-American Business
Development Center.

Andrews to Hold
Meeting in Westfield
WESTFIELD — Rep. Rob

Andrews (D-1, Haddon Heights),
challenging United States Senator
Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) in the Tues-
day, June 3, Primary Election, will
hold a Town Hall Meeting in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building this Sunday, May
18, from 5 to 7 p.m. The public is
invited to attend. The municipal build-
ing is located on East Broad Street
next to Mindowaskin Park.

goleader.com


