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POLICE BLOTTER

Jury Convicts Michael Nelson of
Scotch Plains on Drug Charges

Ticketing Campaign To
Occur May 19 to June 1

COUNTY — Law enforcement of-
ficers in Union County towns will be
on special patrol May 19 through
June 1 to issues tickets to motorists
not wearing their seats belts. In New
Jersey, the ticket fine is $46. Last
year, police agencies in Union County
issued 2,811 seat belt citations.

As part of the National “Click It or
Ticket Campaign,” there will be zero
tolerance.

In 2007, the seat belt usage rate in
New Jersey was 91.4 percent. New
Jersey law enforcement and safety
officials say they will not rest until
there is a 100 percent compliance rate
and tickets are a strong deterrent.

Former Senator Had
Minor Fender Bender
at McCain Luncheon
LAKEWOOD – Former Republi-

can N.J. State Senator and Assembly-
man Joseph Azzolina was involved in
a minor fender bender on Thursday
May 8, during presidential candidate
U.S. Senator John McCain’s (R-Ariz.)
visit to Lakewood.

When looking for a parking space
at the Thursday afternoon fundraiser
luncheon, Mr. Azzolina hit the bumper
of a parked Range Rover in the Lake
Terrace parking lot. Following the
incident, Mr. Azzolina put the car in
reverse and parked at the opposite
end of the lot. Police intercepted him
as he was heading towards the ban-
quet hall entrance.

Mr. Azzolina was able to attend the
luncheon after providing officers with
his information. No charges were filed
and a full accident report is available
at the Lakewood Police Department.

Regional Health
Department Meeting
WESTFIELD — A joint meeting of

the Boards of Health affiliated with
the Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment has been scheduled for Thurs-
day, May 15 at 7 p.m. for the purpose
of discussion regarding the transition
to the new health officer, as well as
other topics of mutual interest.

The meeting will be held in the
Westfield Community Room, 425
East Broad Street – first floor,
Westfield.

For more information, call (908)
789-4070.

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LIFE SAVING...The Westfield Fire Department uses the “Jaws of Life” to
extricate a seriously injured women who crashed her vehicle into a wall on North
Avenue last week.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DINER CHAT...A mother and daughter from Union accept greetings at Vicki’s
Diner in Westfield from Senator Leonard Lance (left) and Senator Tom Kean
(LD-21, Westfield), last Thursday, as they were touring the 7th Congressional
District for votes in the upcoming June 3 GOP Primary for Mr. Lance, who is
seeking the office for Congress.

“It was a nice honor,” Mr. Atkins
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. He said the Chamber “does
outstanding work,” and said his award
was “not expected.”

Mr. LaCosta’s award was presented
at the building officials’ annual build-
ing safety conference in Atlantic City
earlier this month. Mr. Atkins, who
attended the awards ceremony along
with several members of Mr.
LaCosta’s staff, called the recogni-
tion “very much deserved.” Mr.
LaCosta, who has been employed by
the township for 30 years and has
spent the past 28 years with the build-
ing department, told The Times he
was “honored and flattered” by the
award.
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Atkins, LaCosta

SCOTCH PLAINS — Michael
Nelson, 44, of Scotch Plains is facing
up to 10 years in prison after being
convicted for possession of 22 pounds
of marijuana with the intent to dis-
tribute. Mr. Nelson had possession of
the drug and intended to distribute it
within 500 feet of the Egbert play-
ground in Union. Both are second
degree crimes. The jury, in Superior
Court Judge Joseph Donohue’s court-
room came to the unanimous verdict
yesterday after a 4-day trial.

According to Union County Assis-
tant Prosecutor Joshua McMahon, the
defendant was having the drugs
FedEx’ed to him from Arizona. “A
heavy box was delivered to the Sears
Auto Center on Route 22 in Union

that was addressed to a former em-
ployee,” McMahon said. “The man-
ager of the store noticed an unusual
odor coming from the box. He opened
it and called the police.”

Union Police Department detec-
tives Kevin Kalendek and Tom Ronan
removed the marijuana from the box,
replaced it with 22 pounds of pack-
ing material and put it back in the
store. They kept the package under
surveillance until Nelson arrived at
the store, picked up the package and
put it in his car. Nelson, a former
employee of Sears, was arrested in
the parking lot.

Nelson has one prior drug-related
felony conviction in New York State.
He will be sentenced on June 27th.

Local Attorneys Nominated
For Judgeships by Corzine

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Local attorneys
Kenneth Grispin, James Hely and
Ellen Bass have been nominated by
Governor Jon Corzine for positions
on the bench. Mr. Grispin and Mr.
Hely received nominations for Union
County Superior Court judgeships,
while Ms. Bass is a candidate for
administrative law judge.

Mr. Grispin, Mr. Hely and Ms. Bass
were unable to comment on their nomi-
nations, which still await review by
the state Senate Judiciary Committee.
Jim Gardner, a spokesman for Gover-
nor Corzine, was unable to discuss
specific candidates, but spoke of the
general criteria used to select judicial
nominees.

“Certainly [the governor examines]
their track record as an attorney and
the types of case that they have either
heard as a judge on a local level or as
a practicing attorney,” Mr. Gardner
said. “[The candidates nominated are]
those that have a thorough understand-
ing of the law and that we believe
would make good jurist on the bench.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) spoke highly of Mr.
Hely, citing both his work as a civil
trial attorney and as a former council-
man in Westfield. He said that Mr.
Hely has “always acted in a non-
partisan way,” and is “respected by
both Democrats and Republicans.”

“I give the Governor an A plus plus
[on Mr. Hely’s nomination],” Mr.
Bramnick said. “If the Governor could
do the same things on his budget,
we’d be in good shape.”

Mr. Gardner said the next step in
the nomination process involves a
review by the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. The committee will conduct
interviews and vote on the nominees.
If approved by the committee, the
nominations will go before the full
senate for approval. Mr. Gardner said
there is no set timetable for approval.

“It varies,” said Mr. Gardner. “It
can just be a matter of a few weeks
depending on how busy of a schedule
the Senate Judiciary Committee has.”

“It is so important that we put quali-
fied professionals on the bench in
Union County and throughout the
judicial system. And while I do not
know all of these nominees person-
ally, I am confident that they have
been nominated for their experience
and unique expertise. I look forward
to having the opportunity to review
their credentials as part of the Senate’s
advise and consent responsibility,”
said Senator Tom Kean of Westfield
(LD-21).

Mr. Grispin is a partner at the law
firm of Grispin and Roth located in
Scotch Plains. He is a graduate of
Rutgers University and Rutgers
School of Law-Newark. He joined
the firm of Read, Leib, Shear and
Kraus in 1973 and also served as a
pool attorney with the Union County
Public Defender’s Office. According
to Mr. Gardner, Mr. Grispin is being
nominated for the position previously
held by Judge Barbara Byrd Wecker.

Mr. Hely is a partner at Weismen,
Hely and DiGioia, a law firm located
in Mountainside. A graduate of
Westfield High School, Mr. Hely at-
tended Gettysburg College and

Rutgers School of Law-Camden. A
county Democrat committee mem-
ber, is a former Westfield councilman
and was the party’s nominee for Con-
gress in the 7th District in 1988.

Ms. Bass is currently the in-house
counsel for the South Orange-
Maplewood School District. Ms. Bass
attended Wesleyan University and
Mount Holyoke College and is a
graduate of Boston University School
of Law. Prior to her position with the
school district, Ms. Bass was an attor-
ney with Algeier Woodruff from 1984
until 2003.

She also served in the law firm of
Aron and Salsberg from 1982 until
1984 and as assistant counsel for the
New Jersey Association of School
Administrators from 1980 to 1982.

Westfield
Wednesday, May 7, Jonathan R.

McKay, 27, of Newark was arrested at the
Union Police Department on a Westfield
traffic warrant. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where he
was processed and held on $500 bail.

Wednesday, May 7, Alexandra Cortese,
19, of Westfield was arrested on
Sunnywood Drive and charged with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance, described as less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. She was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, where
she was processed and released on her
own recognizance.

Wednesday, May 7, Damian L. Wash-
ington, 31, of Roselle was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on out-
standing traffic warrants. These included
three from Roselle, with total bail of
$650, two from Manalapan, with total
bail of $102, and one from Westfield,
with bail of $500. Washington posted bail
on all the warrants and was released.

Wednesday, May 7, Anthony Husser,
37, of Plainfield was arrested on two
outstanding traffic warrants following a
motor vehicle stop at South and Windsor
Avenues. These included one from New-
ark, with $264 bail, and another from
Plainfield, with $300 bail. Husser was
turned over to the Plainfield Police De-
partment.

Saturday, May 10, Ricardo Bradshaw,
41, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Newark motor vehicle warrant
following a motor vehicle stop at West
Broad Street and Rahway Avenue. He
was released after posting $300 bail.

Saturday, May 10, James Moloney, 54,
of Cranford was arrested on the 200 block
of East Broad Street on an outstanding
Scotch Plains criminal warrant with $600
bail. He was released to the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

Saturday, May 10, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Adam
Reinisch, 37, of West Milford was ar-
rested on Rahway Avenue near West
Broad Street on an outstanding Belleville
traffic warrant. He was released after
posting $63 bail.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, May 7, a resident of Win-

chester Drive reported that someone re-
moved a valve valued at $225 from her
sprinkler system.

Thursday, May 8, James Moloney, 54,
of Cranford was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Thursday, May 8, a resident of Church
Avenue reported that someone entered
his vehicle and removed items valued at
$50.

Friday, May 9, a business on Jerusalem
Road reported that someone removed
scrap metal valued at $150 from his back
yard.

Saturday, May 10, Daniel Petreeko,
27, of Garwood was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, May 11, David Smith, 28, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
being stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, May 11, Michael Cummings,
20, of Rahway was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 6, Garfield A.

Woodhouse, 25, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for providing police with false in-
formation after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Wednesday, May 7, Jason B. Parish,
36, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a field investigation into
a motor vehicle accident on Midway
Avenue. According to police, he was also
charged with three counts of possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS), one count of possession of drug
paraphernalia and three counts of posses-
sion of prescription drugs. He was trans-
ported to the Union County jail where he
is being held on $17,000 bail, police said.

Wednesday, May 7, Barry D. Smith,
34, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Summit and
Scotch Plains after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Wednesday, May 7, Edward B. Layaou,
44, of Dallas, Pa. was arrested in the 50
block of South Avenue on an outstanding
body warrant out of Morris County. Ac-
cording to police, he was turned over to
the Morris County Sheriff’s Department.

Thursday, May 8, Quinton Rawls, 50,
of Plainfield was arrested on La Grande
Avenue for an outstanding Union County
body warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was turned over
to the Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Thursday, May 8, Richard G. Hunt, 49,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Plainfield warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on North Avenue.

Thursday, May 8, Ricky S. McGowan,
50, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Friday, May 9, Michael J. Howard, 24,
of Hillsborough was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Friday, May 9, Nathan L. Jackson, 42,
of Trenton was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Elizabeth after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, he was processed and released.

Saturday, May 10, John M. Perricone,
24, of Colonia was arrested on an out-
standing Woodbridge warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, May 10, Marcos A. Ventura,
34, of New York, NY was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Warren,
Creskill and Jersey City. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Saturday, May 10, Richard A. Peguero,
45, of North Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of East Ruther-
ford and Kearny. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Sunday, May 11, Charles Vayda, 57, of
New Providence was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, May 6, a resident of Central

Avenue reported that someone damaged
her mailbox valued at approximately $300.

Tuesday, May 6, Christian Valencia,
23, of North Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant out of Scotch Plains
in the amount of $89.

Wednesday, May 7, Juan C. Alvarez,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested for driving
with a suspended license after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.

Thursday, May 8, Gerard Fenelus, 33,
of Elizabeth was arrested at the Elizabeth
Police Department for an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount of
$349.

Thursday, May 8, Keith A. Briggs, 30,
of Mountainside was arrested for disor-
derly conduct after a 9-1-1 call from his
residence on Upland Road. According to
police, he was transported to Muhlenberg
Hospital for evaluation.

Thursday, May 8, a resident reported
that someone made unauthorized credit
card purchases in the amount of $2,460.98.
According to police, the credit card has
been cancelled.

Sunday, May 11, police responded to
Grouse Lane on a report of a dog bite.
According to authorities, the victim was
jogging when a yellow Labrador chased
her down the sidewalk and subsequently
bit her. The dog’s vaccination records are
being checked and the victim refused
medical treatment at the time, police said.

Garwood
Julio Duran, 34, of Elizabeth was ar-

rested after a police officer observed a
green Ford station wagon driving errati-
cally on South Avenue and stopped the
vehicle.

His investigation resulted in the arrest
of Duran for driving while under the
influence of alcohol (DUI). He also was
charged with having an open container of
alcohol inside his vehicle while he was
driving, as well as other motor vehicle
complaints.

Duran’s motor vehicle was impounded.
He later was released to a family member
pending a municipal court appearance,
according to police.

the gap.”
Mayor Mahr emphasized that,

“There are no [budget] decisions made
on anything.”

“We will keep you informed [and]
when decisions are made, you’ll hear
it here first and nowhere else,” she
said.

The mayor added, “We’ve been
spending the last five months trying
to get our arms around something
that we haven’t been able to get
around…and we probably won’t un-
til mid-July.”

That time-frame is when the bor-
ough expects to get an official word
from the state on municipal funding
and the fate of its application for
“extraordinary aid,” which last year,
pumped $325,000 into the budget and
helped minimize the local tax in-
crease.

In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body heard a presenta-
tion from the borough’s redevelop-
ment planner.

Stan Slachetka, of T&M Associ-
ates, said the borough is at the point
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Fanwood Council
where it is “taking the redevelopment
process…and bringing it to its logi-
cal conclusion.”

Mr. Slachetka said the redevelop-
ment “process is a marathon, not a
sprint,” and, “to enable you to cross
the finish line,” he recommended
amendments to the borough’s rede-
velopment “concept plan” which he
characterized as “tweaking.”

Mr. Slachetka said the amendments,
to be considered at a public hearing
on Tuesday, June 10, would “allow
for some flexibility in working with
property owners” regarding redevel-
opment efforts. He also said the
amendments would “provide substan-
tial enhancements to pedestrian and
vehicle circulation and parking.”

For example, the amended concept
plan would provide for a protected
pedestrian walkway linking the rede-
velopment area to the train station. In
addition, the Sovereign Bank on South
Avenue would be allowed to move its
drive-though to the parking lot be-
hind the building, in an effort to make
South Avenue more “pedestrian
friendly,” Mr. Slachetka said.

Other amendments discussed
would allow 35 additional residential
units in the redevelopment area, some
“limited” types of professional of-
fices on the first floor of “mixed use”
buildings, and an increase from two-
and-a- half to three stories with re-
spect to the height of new downtown
buildings.

The governing body approved send-
ing the amendment recommendations
to the planning board for further re-
view; however Councilman Walsh
voted against the amendment.

“To me, those are not ‘tweaking’ or
minor changes [to the redevelopment
plan],” he said.

Also Tuesday night, David
Blechinger was sworn in as the
borough’s new zoning officer and
longtime recycling association vol-
unteer Bob Sommerich was honored
as volunteer of the month.

Mr. Sommerich also awarded an-
nual recycling association grants to-
taling more than $5,000 to the public
works department, recreation com-
mission, fire department and rescue
squad, and the Fanwood library.

Diesel Fuel Spill Causes
Rt. 28 Traffic Jam

WESTFIELD – A diesel fuel spill
caused the closing of Route 28 from
the traffic circle to East Broad Street,
last Thursday.

Shortly after 8:30 a.m., Westfield
police officers responded to the spill,
located by the South Avenue side of
the traffic circle.

After the situation was assessed,
the fire department was notified and
responded.

Fire Chief Dan Kelly told The
Westfield Leader that the puddle of
diesel fuel was traced up North Av-
enue toward the East Broad Street
business district.

The fire department worked to
“dike” the storm drains, so the mate-
rial did not spill into the sewers, and
used sand to cover the fuel.

Police Captain David Wayman told
The Leader that a “small trail [of oil]
traveled up East Broad Street, head-
ing toward Springfield, and dissipated
after Elm Street.”

The carrier has not been located.
Chief Kelly said cars were “not

able to traverse from the south side to
the north side” via the circle, having
to travel east or west. This backed up
traffic on Route 28, which did not
reopen until 3:25 p.m.

State police, the Union County
Hazmat team, officials from the state
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection and Department of Transpor-
tation arrived at the scene.

Capt. Wayman said Hazmat and
DEP continue to investigate the event.

~Michael Pollack contributed

Prospect Street Fire
Displaces WF Family
WESTFIELD – A structure fire has

temporarily displaced one Westfield
family.

The fire occurred at 750 Prospect
Street, near the Franklin School dis-
trict, last Saturday, at 7 p.m.

 Firefighters had the flames under
control within 15 minutes.

According to Fire Chief Dan Kelly,
the fire was contained to the room of
origin – the first-floor living room.

Because the power could not be
restored, the Westfield/Mountainside
Red Cross had to relocate the family
to the Westfield Inn.

~Michael Pollack contributed

artificial turf playing field, a parking
lot and a playground area.  Parks and
Recreation Director Ray Poerio said
construction was expected to begin
“soon” and would hopefully be com-
pleted by the fall.  Referring to recent
news reports of high lead content in
some older artificial turf fields, Mayor
Martin Marks said township officials
had “made certain” that the turf to be
used was safe.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney intro-
duced five new police officers who
recently joined the department, in-
cluding Bradley Belford, Sean Silva,
Stan Pearson, Larkin Combs and
Urbano Alvarez-Diaz.  Chief
Mahoney also announced the promo-
tions of Michael Tardi and Matthew
Fugett to the rank of sergeant.

Mayor Marks issued a proclama-
tion declaring May to be Rescue
Squad Fund Drive Month, and issued
another honoring member Harold Hill
for 50 years of service to the rescue
squad.  A third proclamation recog-
nized Joseph Qutub on being hon-
ored as Volunteer of the Year by the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club.
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SPF BOE Begins
Strategic Planning

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) held an introductory meeting
to “kick-off” the district’s strategic
planning process Tuesday night, May
6. The New Jersey School Boards
Association (NJSBA) will lead the
process, which is scheduled to end in
February 2009. Joanne Borin, a
NJSBA representative, said, “Strate-
gic planning looks at where Scotch
Plains–Fanwood is today and then
envisions the future in five years.”

Administrators, staff and commu-
nity members will meet in May, June
and September. The committees will
present summaries in October. Ac-
tion plan committees will meet Octo-
ber through December.

Community members are asked to
volunteer. For more information, see
the BOE website at spfk12.org.

A Fanwood Life Saved – The
Human Face of EMS Week

FANWOOD – Ken Troy is not a
huge fan of television. So, when his
wife Evelyn watches in the living
room, he usually goes elsewhere and
leaves her alone in her chair. But on
the night of April 16, he decided to
stay in the living room, a random
change of routine that probably helped
save his wife’s life.

Mrs. Troy suddenly slumped in her
chair and became unresponsive. Mr.
Troy called 911 immediately, and a
minute later, Fanwood Police Officer
Kevin Stomber and Corporal Ron
Greco raced into the home carrying a
life-saving defibrillator. They imme-
diately began the steps of CPR and
attached the defibrillator pads to Mrs.
Troy’s chest. Within two or three min-
utes of their arrival, they had already
administered the first shock.

After another minute or so, the first
EMT from the Fanwood Rescue
Squad arrived to assist. The auto-
mated defibrillator voice announced
it was time to shock again and Corpo-
ral Greco did so. Within a minute of
the second shock, Mrs. Troy started
breathing again. Officer Stomber felt
a pulse on her carotid artery, and
EMT Tom Kranz felt a strong radial
pulse.

Almost at the same moment, the
rest of the cavalry arrived — more
members of the rescue squad and
paramedics from Muhlenberg Hos-
pital. By six or seven minutes into the
event, Mrs. Troy was breathing, and
her heartbeat returned. She was trans-
ported to Muhlenberg in the rescue
squad ambulance with the paramed-
ics monitoring her heart rate and res-
piration during the six-minute trip.

“I don’t remember a thing,” said
Mrs. Troy, three weeks later, back
home and doing well with her new
best friend, an implanted defibrilla-
tor/pacemaker. “I guess God decided
it wasn’t my time yet. We are so
grateful.”

Quick action, trained responders
and a little bit of luck all came to-
gether to keep Mrs. Troy alive a while
longer.

Those responding from the Fanwood
Rescue Squad were EMT’s Patty
Buckridee, Jim Drewes, Tom
FitzGibbon, Tom Kranz, Melissa
Padulsky and first responder Bob
Hoyer. Mr. Kranz and Ms. Padulsky
are both CPR instructors who are run-
ning free classes during EMS Week,
May 18 to 24, at the Fanwood Rescue
Squad building on Watson Road.


