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2007-2008 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES    28th SEASON MAPLEWOOD   WESTFIELD

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey 
invite you to experience the 
joys of chamber music as it 

was meant to be heard . . . good 
friends playing together for 

the excitement and love of it . . . 
sharing great music with you 

in an intimate setting.
ANI KAVAFIAN, violin CARTER BREY, cello

SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2008
Special Guest Artists:

DAVID SHIFRIN, clarinet
ANDRÉ-MICHEL SCHUB, piano

Three Pieces for Clarinet and Piano by Bruch
“L’Histoire du Soldat” by Stravinsky

Piano Trio (“The Archduke”) by Beethoven 
MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH

600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.
WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL

756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

the farmhouse store

Free Parking
221 North Ave East                908-654-0444

www.TheFarmhouseStore.com

like no other store in Westfield

WF Symphony Orchestra’s
War Requiem: Magnificent

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – While war is not
associated with feelings of splendor
or magnificence, the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra’s (WSO) performance
of Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem is
worthy of such descriptive praise.

David Wroe brilliantly conducted
the piece – the first Garden State
performance of the work in 15 years
– at the Westfield Presbyterian Church
on Saturday.

Britten wrote War Requiem in 1961
for the consecration of the newly con-
structed Coventry Cathedral, a re-
placement of the British church that
was destroyed by German bombs dur-
ing WWII.

The full orchestra, chamber orches-
tra, children’s chorus of The Westfield
Intermediate School Youth Choir di-
rected by Kris Smith-Morasso, three
guest soloists and a 90–member choir –
Princeton Pro Musica, prepared by di-
rector Frances Fowler Slade – paid
homage to men and women who have
lost their lives through war.

Entitled “Lest We Forget,” WSO’s
conclusion to its silver-anniversary sea-
son was subtitled, “A Tribute to the
Greatest Generation.”

The requiem was written in the set-
ting of a traditional Latin Mass for the
Dead, interwoven with nine war poems
written in English by WWI British sol-
dier and famed poet Wilfred Owen.

Ray Wojcik, Westfield composer/
conductor and Westfield High School
instrumental teacher, gave background
on the piece moments before the con-
cert began.

“Basically, the piece has three com-
ponents,” he explained in an informal
interview. “In the Latin Mass, all of
humanity is represented  with the cho-
rus, full orchestra and the soprano solo-
ist.”

The second aspect of the work, he
said, is more on a “personal level.” He
specified, “The tenor represents the
British soldier, and the baritone is the
German soldier.”

The final component is comprised of
the chorus of children. “The children’s
choir is the transcendent level,” Mr.
Wojcik explained as he gestured to a
level above his head.

Mellifluous performances delivered
by tenor Scott Murphree, soprano Mar-
garet Cusack and baritone Peter Castaldi
brought to life the powerful words of
the poet and the intriguing music.

Britten’s work weaves words and
music together seamlessly. In “Requiem

aeternam,” the chimes sound just be-
fore the tenor sings theatrically, “What
passing bells for these who die as cattle?”

Likewise, in the “Dies irae” move-
ment, trumpets blast seconds before the
baritone sings, “Bugles sang, sadden-
ing the evening air.”

More marriage of music and words
appears in “Sanctus.” Ms. Cusack and
the full chorus build to a passionate
crescendo with heavy brass and mas-
terful drums signaling Mr. Castaldi to
sing, “After the blast of lightning from
the East….”

The children’s chorus, placed in the
rear of the balcony, sounded hauntingly
angelic as its melodies and harmonies
floated through the church.

Maestro Wroe spoke to the apprecia-

tive audience about the power of the
work, which was being presented for
the first time in Union County. “It’s
been called the greatest choral work of
the 20th Century,” he said of the piece.

The emotion that Maestro Wroe feels
for this work is translated in precise
choral unity and orchestral exactness.
His passion rose to the forefront in
“Libera Me,” while asking Pro Musica,
the orchestra and Ms. Cusack to main-
tain a frantic pace, building to a thrilling
climax.

Maestro Wroe referred to the ending
of the piece as “the last three minutes of
the most exquisite music ever written.”

The ensuing ovation by those in at-
tendance could not have agreed more
with that sentiment.

Chorale Lauds WF’s
Pafumi with Scholarship

WESTFIELD – Summit Chorale has
chosen Mia Pafumi, a Westfield High
School (WHS) senior, as the recipient
of its 2008 Christine Z. Muller Scholar-
ship. The scholarship was established
in memory of long-term Summit Cho-
rale member Chris-
tine Muller and has
been awarded an-
nually since 2002,
to a New Jersey
high school senior
who will study mu-
sic in college.

Mia, a soprano,
is attending
Montclair State
University’s John J.
Cali School of Mu-
sic this fall to ma-
jor in Vocal Perfor-
mance. She has
sung with the WHS
Concert Choir,
Mixed Choir and
C h o r a l e /
Choraleers, under
music teacher
Sharon Reynolds,
and received honors in the New Jersey
State Women’s Regional Chorus and
All-State Women’s Chorus.

Her achievements include appearing
in Die Zauberflote (The Magic Flute) at
the Rome Festival Opera in Italy, solos
of “Ariel” and “I Need a Hero” from
Footloose at Westminster Choir Col-
lege Musical Theatre Camp and a nomi-
nation for Best Supporting Actress by

the Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star
Awards for her Hedy LaRue role in
How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying.

Her vocal teacher and accompanist,
Jeanette Ferrell, has guided Mia’s vo-

cal development
since the first grade
and said, “Her love
of music, her deter-
mination and her
talent prevail.”

Mia said she
wants to eventually
perform solo recit-
als in Italy and Ger-
many.

S u m m i t
Chorale’s last con-
cert of the 2007-
2008 season,
Spring Surprise!,
will be performed
at 8 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 17, at
Church of the Re-
deemer, located at
36 South Street in
Morristown. It will

feature an accompanied solo perfor-
mance by Mia, who will also receive
her Muller Scholarship award during
the concert.

Tickets are $20 for adults, $18 for
seniors and $10 for students and may
be purchased at the concert or in ad-
vance by calling (973) 762-8486, or
visiting summitchorale.org. There is a
$2 discount for advance purchase.

Art Imitates Life for WF
Encaustic Painter, Azzara

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-
dent and encaustic painter Francesca
Azzara wanted to create a series of
paintings that would imitate her life.

This aspiration was behind her
most recent body of work, a series
of encaustic paintings with mixed
media on 12” x 12” canvas panels
that she calls her “Bird House” se-

ries.
“I wanted my art to reflect what I

do in my day job,” said Ms. Azzara,
a realtor with the Burgdorff ERA
Agency in Westfield.

Selected works from the “Bird
House” series and another series of

large, abstract panels, “Private
Landscapes,” were recently exhib-
ited at the North Avenue Branch of
Citibank.

Ms. Azzara has been creating en-
caustic paintings for 11 years.

This medium, first used in Greece
and Egypt, is one of the earliest
forms of painting and predates oil
painting.

Encaustic painting uses a mix-
ture of molten, pigmented beeswax
that has been tempered with hard-
ened tree sap.

The wax is applied in layers, with
brushes, to an absorbent surface.
Then, the layers are fused, using a
heat source, such as a heat gun.

In some of her work, Ms. Azzara
takes encaustic painting one step
further by combining the fine arts
with the literary arts.

“Weather Dressing,” another se-
ries consisting of mixed media on
paper or encaustic on canvas pan-
els, contains text once found in a
19th Century children’s reader.

According to Ms. Azzara, the mar-
riage of art and text allows the
viewer to uncover more than one
meaning from each piece of art.

Ms. Azzara said she feels the text
adds an additional layer – beyond
that provided by the wax – to the
viewer’s overall perception of her
art.

“Dual interpretations are univer-
sally found in a variety of arenas in
life, [such as] politics, relationships
[and] advertising,” said Ms. Azzara.

“The text in my work gives the
viewer an opportunity to see more
than just the image.”

The artist holds a bachelor’s of
fine arts degree in fine studio art
from Kean College.

She learned encaustic painting at
R & F Handmade Paints in Kingston,
N.Y.

Ms. Azzara’s studio is located in
the arts district of Rahway at 1657
Irving Street.

On the first Thursday of every
month, the entire Rahway Arts Dis-
trict, including Ms. Azzara’s stu-
dio, is open to visitors from 6 to 9
p.m.

Ms. Azzara also teaches encaus-
tic painting at the Arts Guild of
Rahway and the Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey.

In August, Ms. Azzara will have a
solo exhibit at the National Asso-

Mia Pafumi

Cluster Living

Condos with a View

“I purposely picked titles

to relate to real estate as a

tongue-in-cheek way to

refer to what I do.”

~ Francesca Azzara

ciation of Women Artists (NAWA)
in New York City.

This is the oldest women’s art
organization in the country.

Representative pieces of Ms. Azzara’s
work can be found at jerseyarts.com,
salutetowomeninthearts.com and
francescaazzara.artspan.com.

Enjoy This is Westfield
Arts Roundup Pages 16-17

Chansonettes Begin
60th Anniversary Tour
WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes

of Westfield will begin their tour for
the upcoming spring season, entitled
“60 and Sensational,” today, Thurs-
day, May 8, at Sunrise Assisted Liv-
ing in Westfield.

The program will feature songs
celebrating the choral group’s 60th
anniversary, including “At The Be-
ginning,” “We’d Like to Teach the
World to Sing,” “The Anniversary
Waltz” and “Diamonds are a Girl’s
Best Friend.”

The tour will continue on Tues-
day, May 13, at the Chelsea at
Fanwood; Wednesday, May 14, at
Westfield Senior Housing; Tuesday,
May 20, at Runnells Specialized
Hospital, and, finally, at Ridge Oak
in Basking Ridge on Wednesday,
May 21.

The Chansonettes is an all women’s
choral group that began 60 years ago
meeting and singing in various group
members’ homes.

For more information, call vice
presidents Nancy Vickers, at (908)
654-8675, or Claudia Osborne, at
(908) 232-0477.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEST WE FORGET...A full orchestra, chamber orchestra, children’s chorus, three guest soloists and a 90–member choir
paid homage to men and women who have lost their lives through war as the Westfield Symphony Orchestra presented
Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem at the Westfield Presbyterian Church. The performance marked the first time Britten’s
work had been performed in Union County.


