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Sally Cook Hits a Home
Run with Baseball Book

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – When children’s
book author Sally Cook was growing
up in Westfield, her favorite place to be
was the Westfield Memorial Library
(WML).

Ms. Cook, who now lives in New
York City, recently paid a visit to her
old haunt to read aloud from her book,
“Hey Batta, Batta
Swing! The Wild
Old Days of Base-
ball,” and to speak
to Westfield children
about the art of writ-
ing a children’s
book.

Accompanied by
her daughter, Liz,
Ms. Cook began the
evening by present-
ing a child–oriented
slideshow on how
“Good Night, Pillow Fight,” another of
her children’s books, was written and
illustrated.

When it was time to read “Hey Batta,”
Marcus Ciasco, a third-grade student at
Tamaques School and a Little League
baseball player on the River Dogs,
“stepped up to the plate” and read se-
lected sections out loud.

“It was a pleasure to read to the other
children,” said Marcus, who is also a
big Yankees Fan.

While it contains many illustrations,
“Hey Batta, Batta Swing!” is more than
the usual picture book.

Its baseball trivia and little–known
facts about the game make it a kid-
friendly baseball encyclopedia.

In 2007, “Hey Batta Batta Swing!”
won the 2007 Parent’s Choice Silver
Book Award.

The same year, The Yankees gave
away 1,000 copies of “Hey Batta, Batta
Swing!” at their season opener.

Kathy Muhm, assistant director and
coordinator of Youth Services for WML,
was present for Ms. Cook’s presenta-
tion.

“Sally Cook clearly understands child
development, and this understanding
informs not only the children’s books
she writes, but also the way she talks to
families about being an author,” Ms.
Muhm said.

“Sally bonded with us and engaged
us, and the result is that we all learned.
In other words, she worked magic.”

In addition to “Hey Batta Batta,
Swing!” and “Good Night, Pillow
Fight,” Ms. Cook has written a young-
adult nonfiction story, “Another Sea-
son: A Coach’s Story of Raising an
Exceptional Son,” which she co-
authored with Gene Stallings, a former
college and pro-football coach.

Ms. Cook and her husband, Robert
Stansfield Cook Jr., a land use lawyer,
are currently co-authoring a children’s
book about cities.

Ms. Cook has recently become a
special advisor for Project Sunshine, a

nonprofit organization that provides free
social, educational and recreational pro-
grams for children with medical chal-
lenges.

“I am currently assembling a terrific
board of advisors. Among the distin-
guished authors on my board are R.L.
Stine, creator of the wildly successful
‘Goosebumps” series, Mary Pope
Osborne, creator of the “Magic

Treehouse’ series,
and Sonia
Manzana, who
played Maria on
‘Sesame Street’ for
the last 30 years,”
said Ms. Cook.

“[Project Sun-
shine] sends these
wonderful authors
into New York-area
hospitals, [where
they] read to the
children, and each

child is given a signed copy of the
author’s book, which is donated by the
author’s publisher.”

For more information about Project
Sunshine, log on to projectsunshine.org
and click on “new book club.”

“Hey Batta, Batta Swing!” is co-
authored by James Charlton and illus-
trated by Ross MacDonald.

It is available at the Town Book Store.

WSO Celebrates Israel at 60
By GREG WAXBERG

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — To celebrate the
60th anniversary of the State of Israel,
Music Director David Wroe will con-
duct the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra (WSO) in “Israel at 60 – A Dia-
mond Celebration,” a collaboration
between the orchestra and Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield. The concert
begins tonight at 7:30 p.m. at Temple
Emanu-El.

“I am thrilled and honored to cel-
ebrate the immeasurable contribution
the Jewish people have made to the
classical-music world,” Mr. Wroe said.

The program consists of three ma-
jor pieces that are quite different from
one another. Israeli pianist Alon
Goldstein will perform the Piano Con-
certo by Robert Schumann, a re-
nowned 19th Century German com-
poser. The concerto is one of his best-
known works, along with his four
symphonies and numerous composi-
tions for solo piano.

The incomparable Leonard Bernstein
is represented with the Chichester
Psalms, choral settings of Hebrew texts
– parts of which are full of percussion
and reminiscent of Broadway, while
other sections are peaceful.

The piece was commissioned by the
Very Reverend Walter Hussey, Dean
of Chichester Cathedral in Sussex,
England, for the 1965 summer festival
with the combined male choirs of the
Cathedrals of Chichester, Winchester
and Salisbury, plus a boy soprano.

When Bernstein accepted the com-
mission, Hussey wrote him a letter, in
which he explained the space con-
straints for the orchestra and said that
a hint of Bernstein’s rousing music for
West Side Story would be welcome.

As it turned out, Bernstein re-
worked a chorus that had been cut

from West Side Story and adapted
material from what was going to be a
Broadway musical based on Thornton
Wilder’s The Skin of Our Teeth.

Tonight’s performance will feature
Bergen County’s Pro Arte Chorale
and Temple Emanu-El’s cantor,
Martha Novick, as soloist. She is a
mezzo aiming for the purity of sound
that a boy soprano would produce.

“It will be a challenge to capture
that innocent quality,” she said. “The
beauty of the music and how Bernstein
captures the essence of the psalm text
is amazing for someone who devoted
only a small portion of his composi-
tions to sacred music.”

The orchestra commissioned Rabbi
Greg Wall, one of the leading jazz and
Klezmer artists in New Jersey, to com-
pose a new piece for tonight’s concert.
“Shir Chadash/A New Song” traces
the development of Israeli music from
its pioneer days through statehood to
the present, including pre-state songs,
folk melodies and nationalistic music.
Mr. Wall and his ensemble, a band that
includes traditional and contemporary
acoustic and electronic instruments
will perform it.

“I chose pieces that were prime
examples of the synthesis taking
place, starting at the turn of the 20th
century, where many disparate ele-
ments were combined to create the
unique voice of Israel,” Mr. Wall said.
Narration is included to supply some
historical background.

The concert will end with tradi-
tional Klezmer and popular Jewish
folk songs.

“David Wroe, who is a very gifted
and creative conductor, has put to-
gether a program that will be mean-
ingful, moving and exciting – all of
the elements one should want for this
kind of celebration,” Ms. Novick said.

Greek Seafood Comes to Westfield
By JAYNE SALOMON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In the past, those in
the mood for Greek seafood would have
to travel to Manhattan or Astoria, Queens.
However, that was before Limani Sea-
food Grill opened its doors at 235 North
Avenue, just footsteps from the train
station, last December 10.

Limani, which means “seaport” or
“harbor,” features fresh seafood –
grilled, blackened or broiled – as well
as black Angus steaks, chicken and
rack of lamb.

Owner George Vastardis told The
Westfield Leader and The Times that he
loves Westfield and is proud to offer a
large selection of hot and cold appetizers
(mezas), soups, salads and entrees at his
new restaurant, Limani Seafood Grill,
which can be categorized as an upscale
seafood bistro with a Greek flair.

The specialty of the house is the fresh
raw bar, which is served in a chilled
three-tiered tower stacked with lobster,
king crab legs, oysters, little neck clams,

jumbo shrimp and colossal crab meat.
Caviar aficionados, who have not

been able to enjoy this delicacy locally
until now, will be pleased to know that
Limani features two types of caviar.

The signature meza is the
Thalasomezes, which consists of char-
grilled shrimp, octopus and calamari in
a lemon-oil emulsion.

Another featured meza is the
Saganaki Kefalotyri, a high-grade
Gruyere cheese served flamed with
Ouzo, a popular Greek anise-flavored
liqueur similar to Sambuca.

Also available on the menu are oven-
roasted lemon potatoes, a Greek favor-
ite, not easily found in other restau-
rants.

Born and raised in Greece, Mr.
Vastardis began his culinary career at
the young age of 16 in Corfu, Greece.
Since his father was a chef, his passion
for the restaurant business was natu-
rally inherited.

Limani is one of few restaurants in
town that accepts reservations. Reser-

vations are accepted on Saturday nights
from 6 to 6:30 p.m. and again from 8 to
8:30 p.m.

Limani also offers ample parking.
On Saturdays and Sundays, parking is
free. During weekdays, parking is free
after 7 p.m. In addition, those who dine
at Limani for lunch will receive com-
plimentary parking tokens.

Seafood lovers can make reserva-
tions by phone at (908)-233-0052 or
online at either limaniwestfieldnj.com
or at opentable.com

The restaurant is open daily for lunch
and dinner, Monday through Thursday,
from noon to 9 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day from noon to 10 p.m. and Sunday
from noon to 8 p.m.

Catering is available for up to 65
guests at the restaurant, and Limani
will gladly cater off the premises as
well.

Come by and enjoy the soothing,
relaxing atmosphere at Limani Sea-
food Grill. Don’t forget to bring a bottle
of wine.

Nothing ‘Static’ About
This High School Band

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JACKS FM...The Static Jacks, a band comprised of Westfield youths, entertained
crowds at Spring Fling, last Sunday. From left to right, are: Will Eisenberg, Nick
Brennan, Ian Devaney, Henry Kaye and Spencer Kimmins.

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The 19th annual
Spring Fling was hit with an electri-
cal bolt by the performance of home-
town band the Static Jacks. Com-
prised of students from Westfield High
School, the four-year-old band put on
a hard-edged performance that riv-
eted the crowd.

Sharp-edged guitarists Will
Eisenberg and Henry Kaye, who ef-
fortlessly switched between strum-
ming and playing needling guitar
lines, anchored the performance.

But while the guitarists brought to
mind the band’s biggest influence,
the Strokes, the dynamic between
drummer Nick Brennan and bassist
Spencer Kimmins recalled that of the
Who’s Keith Moon and John
Entwhistle.

Nick was a force of nature behind
his kit, putting all of his energy into
driving the beat off a cliff, while
Spencer stood quietly and concen-
trated on his playing.

Singer Ian Devaney was no slouch,
either, constantly grabbing the mic
stand like a lifeline as he moved
around stage and singing as if every
vocal cord was on fire. It was an
approach that both helped and hurt
the band, as some slower-paced songs
made Ian sound ragged as if he was
trying too hard.

The Jacks also had little interaction
with the audience between songs, but
the crowd didn’t seem to care, ap-
plauding heavily after each hard-per-
formed song.

The Jacks partially attribute their
performance skills to their healthy
friendship with one another.

“We started as a band because we
were friends who could all play,” Nick
said. “We write everything in a col-
laboration, so we don’t have ego prob-
lems, or burnout from one guy writ-
ing everything.”

This collaborative approach was what
led to the band’s influences (the Strokes,
Arctic Monkeys) coming out through
their “classic-rock” beginnings.

Since then, the Static Jacks have
been able to truly branch out, playing
shows in New York’s Bowery Ball-
room with up-and-coming indie-rock
band Tokyo Police Club.

“Those guys were really cool,” Nick
added. “They were just really nice to
us. And their manager, Rich Cohen, is
from Westfield, so he’s happy to help

us.”
The band also has shows scheduled

at New York City’s 21-and-over clubs
Annex and Piano’s in the coming
months, and generally plays in the
city once a month.

However, their biggest claim to
fame is having one of their songs
played on Nickelodeon’s comedy se-
ries “Zoey 101,” an honor about which
the high schoolers have some mixed
feelings.

“I said it was cool, but I wasn’t
going to come and perform on the
show,” Ian said with a laugh. “We’re
not the Jonas Brothers,” he added,
referring to the well-known teen pop
band from Wyckoff.

Still, the Static Jacks view the
song’s inclusion on the Nick show as
a “stepping stone,” and the exposure
has even gained them some fans in
Canada.

“People came to our MySpace page
because of the show and asked if we
could play Toronto,” Will said. “It
was a nice offer, but we are in high
school.”

The band was also able to land an
appearance on radio station 106.3
FM’s G-Rock Rising online show,
playing an acoustic set.

Currently, the Jacks have released
the four-song Sonny Holiday EP and
have written seven additional songs.

Band members want to continue
playing and touring together, saying
that the best part is performing in
front of new faces.

“When we played the [Bowery]
Ballroom, we knew we had to be
perfect to get the crowd over. We
always play better because of that,”
Spencer, son of Second Ward
Westfield Council Member Vicki
Kimmins, said.

Though the band members plan to
attend college, their respective schools
are close enough that it would allow
the band to stay together, which is
their desire.

And just as the Jacks like to stay
within shouting distance of one an-
other, they, too, prefer the intimacy of
playing smaller venues.

“I would rather play the Theatre at
Madison Square Garden than the Gar-
den [itself].” Ian said. “Our big hope
is to play the Hammerstein Ballroom.
We really love the closeness of clubs
and seeing people up-close.”

More on the Static Jacks music can
be seen and heard on StaticJacks.com.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EVERYTHING’S GOING MY WAY...Will (Michael Miguel), Ado Annie (Allison
Acquafredda), Laurey (Corinne Chandler), Curly (Chris Grimm) and Aunt Eller
(Maureen Monroe) sing the praises of the Indian Territory just before it officially
became the State of Oklahoma in Rodgers and Hammerstein’s musical Okla-
homa! The show, presented by the Cranford Drama Club Community Theatre,
runs weekends in May, with a Mother’s Day matinee.

More Than ‘OK,’ CDC’s
Oklahoma! Really Sings

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The 1943 classic
Oklahoma! is revived repeatedly on
Broadway and in community theaters
all over the country.

Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC)
Community Theatre’s recent version,
light and fast-paced, is undoubtedly
just as Rodgers and Hammerstein envi-
sioned it. Talented musical director
Valerie Pineda sees to that.

For musical-theater lovers, Okla-
homa! is the “meat and potatoes” of
traditional American musical comedy,
with winsome Laurey (Corinne Chan-
dler) courted by handsome cowboy
Curly (Chris Grimm), while Laurey’s
Aunt Eller (Maureen Monroe) plays
matchmaker.

Suitors Will Parker (Michael Miguel)
and Ali Hakim (Joel Redmount) fight
over the town floozy, Ado Annie
(Allison Acquafredda).

Annie’s father, Andrew (Sam
Rosalsky), a gun-toting rancher in the
territory that ultimately becomes Okla-
homa, is ready to do what he has to do
to get his daughter married.

There couldn’t be a musical in 1943
without a dastardly villain, and in this
one, it is Jud Fry (Kevin Kessler),
complete with his two-day stubble,
unkempt hair and disheveled over-
alls.

The stars and ensemble of CDC’s
production shine with the vocals neces-
sary for some demanding roles.

Corinne Chandler’s Laurey has a
sweet quality that is matched by her
scrubbed-clean good looks. With req-
uisite spunk mingled with vulnerabil-
ity, it’s easy to see why Curly has fallen
for her. She sings beautifully, “Many a
New Day” and “Out of My Dreams”
with the ladies of the town.

As Curly, Chris Grimm’s “Surrey
with the Fringe on Top” puts the audi-
ence right in the world of his imagined

rig. The fair-haired and slim Mr. Grimm
is juxtaposed with the girth and dark-
ness of Kevin J. Kessler’s Jud Fry in
“Pore Jud is Daid.”

Jud is uncharacteristically sympa-
thetic in Mr. Kessler’s powerful deliv-
ery of “Lonely Room.”

As Aunt Eller, the constant voice of
reason in the show, Maureen Monroe
commands the stage with her acting
and strong vocals.

The staging of two songs, which
features girls sitting on the floor, pro-
vides the audience with merely a view
of talking heads. A small movable plat-
form would have remedied that situa-
tion.

Co-directors Fausto Pineda and Juan
Pineda have given license to the actors,
with the comic roles especially, to go
full out in their characterization.

Unfortunately, adorable Ado Annie
and her not-so-swift boyfriend, Will
Parker, flirt with crossing the line of fun
by a gratuitous amount of asides and
mugging for the audience, breaking the
invisible “fourth wall” repeatedly.

Most things are good in moderation,
and usually, a little bit can add the zip
needed.

In sharp contrast, veteran Joel
Redmount’s hilarious Ali Hakim hits
the mark in, “It’s a Scandal! It’s an
Outrage,” with perfect timing, accent
and physicality in the well-known comic
role of the peddler man.

Sound design, by Audio, Inc., af-
fords the actors the ease of singing
without having to shout over the well-
balanced orchestra.

Choreographer Fausto Pineda’s vi-
sion awakens at the end of the one-
hour-and-45-minute first act in the
“Dream Sequence.” The actors, not
specialty dancers, perform it quite well.

The show, chocked full of classic
songs, is long—almost three hours—
but keeps audience members humming
the familiar songs all the way home.

Carriage House
Resumes Readings

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – To mark the end of
renovations, Fanwood’s Carriage House
Poetry Series (CHPS) held a poetry
reading featuring distinguished poets
Nancy Scott and Lois Marie Harrod.

The CHPS was temporarily sus-
pended for six months, while work
crews renovated the Kuran Arts Cen-
ter, the 19th Century Gothic Revival
Carriage House CHPS calls home.

Ms. Scott is often referred to as the
“Poet of the Disenfranchised” be-
cause she writes about the
marginalized members of society,
such as the homeless and poverty-
stricken.

Her sensitivity to those living on
the fringes arises from her extensive
career as a social worker, including
associations with the State Bureau of
Children’s Services, Foster and Adop-
tive Family Services and the Mercer
County Mental Health Board.

“I had all these stories in my head,
and I was looking for a way to record
them,” she said, adding that the sto-
ries she tells do not necessarily make
good “cocktail conversations.”

One of the things that impressed
Ms. Scott about her CHPS reading
was the response from the audience.

“My poetry isn’t necessarily main-
stream; yet, the audience at the Car-
riage House seemed to relate to it,”
she said.

In 2006, Ms. Scott released “Down
to the Quick,” an anthology of poems
that gives a voice to the voiceless.

Ms. Harrod also received a favor-

able reception at the CHPS reading.
“The audience was warm and re-

sponsive, and I thought of poems
traveling out on carriages to the rest
of the world,” she said.

Like Ms. Scott’s work, Ms.
Harrod’s poetry is also narrative.

“Stories hold us together,” she said.
“I also work very hard at sound and

image, and I sometimes write humor-
ous poetry. I do believe that ‘funny’
can be serious,” she explained.

As an example, Ms. Harrod pre-
sented her poem, “My Sister’s Short
Life as a Writer.”

“The poem imagines [the sister]
writing funny comments on restroom
walls, but it is essentially a poem
about loneliness after a divorce,” she
said.

Ms. Harrod is a retired high school
teacher, who presently works as an
adjunct professor at The College of
New Jersey.

She is the author of eight volumes
of poetry. Her anthology “Furniture”
won the Grayson Press Chapbook
contest.

Another book “Spelling the World
Backwards” uses poetry to portray a
family facing a father’s Alzheimer’s
Disease.

CHPS, started by Fanwood resident
Adele Kenny, is now in its 10th year.

Poetry readings will be held
throughout the spring and summer to
celebrate this milestone anniversary.

All events are free and open to the
public. For information about CHPS
and upcoming poetry readings, call
(908) 889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

Wish to congratulate their students
for their accomplishments
in the preparation of their
END-OF-YEAR RECITALS

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Website: www.carolynmusic.com

Tel: 908-233-9094

. . . bringing its love of  Greece and the best & freshest seafood to

Westfield.  Along with delicious seafood, Limani features black Angus

steak, rack of  lamb, and an array of  your favorite pasta specialties.

Reservations: 908-233-0052
235 North Avenue West, Westfield

Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Free Parking after 7:00 pm in Front & Rear / complimentary Parking Tokens with Lunch

 www.limaniwestfieldnj.com

Celebrate Mother’s Day at . . .


