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Astronomer Bob Berman:
‘Mysteries of the Night Sky’

HAVE A LOOK...Noted astronomer Bob Berman will speak at the Visual Arts
Center in Summit on May 15.

SUMMIT — On Thursday, May 15
at 7:30 pm, the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey presents Mysteries of the
Night Sky, a talk by distinguished as-
tronomer, Bob Berman, and Sara Lynn
Henry. The talk is part of the Art Center’s
Thursday Evening Salon Series.

Eclectic in content and social nature,
the salon series is for everyone curious
about art to learn, laugh and revel in the
fascinating work of art and artists.

Mysteries of the Night Sky is pre-
sented in conjunction with the exhibit
Midnight Full of Stars by Ms. Henry
and on display in the gallery until June
6.

Attendees will plunge into the awe
and beauty of the night sky in an evening
made possible through the marriage of
science and art. The discussion will
speak about planets, stars, nebulae, gal-
axies and deep space. Mr. Berman and
Ms. Henry will delve into origins, de-
velopment, explosions, color and light.
Questions about the Big Bang, alterna-
tive universes, dark matter and possible
endings will be explored.

Mr. Berman is the most widely read
astronomer in the world. He has written
numerous books and writes a monthly
column, “Strange Universe,” for As-
tronomy magazine. He is also the as-
tronomy editor of the Old Farmer’s Al-

manac. For 13 of the past 20 years,
Berman has run the summer astronomy
program at Yellowstone Park. He
founded the Catskill Astronomical So-
ciety in 1976, and is director of Overlook
Observatory near Woodstock, N.Y. and
the Storm King Observatory at Cornwall,
N.Y. He has led dozens of aurora and
eclipse expeditions, which have taken
him from the arctic to the Antarctic.

Mr. Berman has appeared on numer-
ous television shows, including guest
appearances on CBS This Morning, the
Today Show and Late Night with David
Letterman. His lectures are acclaimed
for their humor and accessible, infor-
mal style.

Tickets for the event are $12 for
adults and $5 for students. To purchase
tickets, call (908) 273-9121, ext. 14.

Since its founding in 1933, the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey has evolved
into a major regional art center with
both a professionally recognized art
school and a critically acclaimed exhi-
bition program. The center exhibits
contemporary art of the highest quality
and serves as a platform for emerging
artists, curatorial concepts, indepen-
dent curators and established artists
from a variety of backgrounds and cul-
tures. To learn more, visit the arts center
at artcenternj.org.

Free ‘ART in Summit’
Event Returns May 18

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey (VACNJ) will present
“ART in Summit” on Sunday, May
18. The show and sale will run from
10 a.m. until 5 p.m., rain or shine.

This fine-art event offers an array
of artwork, available for sale from
exhibiting artists, in addition to
children’s art activities. Free and open
to the public, “ART in Summit” at-
tracts families, art lovers, collectors
and browsers from all over the state.

More than 120 artists will exhibit
in a broad range of media that in-
cludes painting, drawing, glass blow-
ing, engraving, photography, mixed-
media, pottery, sculpture, jewelry,
knitting, woodcarving and mosaics.

A Best in Show and three Honor-
able Mention cash prizes will be
awarded on the day of the show. This
event brings art and people together
to celebrate the arts and the key role

it plays in enriching lives.
Free children’s art activities will

take place, taught by the VACNJ’s
teaching artists. Children will have
the opportunity to create their own
masterpiece for parents to display.

This opportunity is offered free of
charge to participants and serves as a
way for families to experience what
the art center offers to the communi-
ties it serves.

“ART in Summit” will take place
rain or shine along Union Place and
Beechwood Road in downtown Sum-
mit.

Ample free parking is available for
both artists and attendees in nearby
parking lots. For more information
about the event, sponsorship oppor-
tunities or to participate as an artist,
contact Jen Hudon, development as-
sociate, at (908) 273-9121, extension
30, or jhudon@artcenternj.org.

Choral Arts Performs
All-20th Century Program

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc., will per-
form an all-20th Century program,
consisting of Randall Thompson’s
Frostiana: Seven Country Songs, John
Rutter’s Birthday Madrigals and a
concert version of George Gershwin’s
Porgy and Bess, on Saturday, May
17, at 8 p.m. at the newly refurbished
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter (UCPAC), located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway.

James Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the perfor-
mance, accompanied by The Choral
Art Society Orchestra. Soloists in-
clude Andi Campbell, soprano; and
Sidney Jackson, baritone.

The evening’s performance begins
with Frostiana: Seven Country Songs,
which was commissioned in 1958 for
the 250th Anniversary of the Incorpo-
ration of the Town of Amherst, Mass.

The work is comprised of choral
settings for seven of Robert Frost’s
poems: “The Road Not Taken,” “The
Pasture,” “Come In,” “The Tele-
phone,” “A Girl’s Garden,” “Stop-
ping by Woods” and “Choose Some-
thing Like a Star.”

Next on the program will be a se-
lection of Birthday Madrigals, a cho-

ral suite with words by Shakespeare,
John Wilbye, Marlowe and Sir Philip
Sidney. The musical settings were
composed in 1995 to celebrate the
75th birthday of the great jazz pianist
George Shearing. Rutter draws on the
English madrigal style as it evolved
over more than four centuries.

The evening will conclude with a
concert version of Porgy and Bess,
which was finished shortly before
Gershwin’s death at the age of 38.

The work portrays the lives and
passions of black residents of a ficti-
tious fishing village, “Catfish Row,”
in South Carolina. It is a melding of
jazz, blues and spirituals. The concert
version includes such favorites as
“Summertime,” “I Loves You, Porgy,”
“It Ain’t Necessarily So” and “Oh
Lawd, I’m on My Way.”

In addition to his duties with the
Choral Art Society, Mr. Little serves
as director of music at Calvary Epis-
copal Church in Summit, where he
directs multiple choruses, most nota-
bly the Calvary Chorale and the Cal-
vary Concert Series.

Admission is $20; seniors and stu-
dents pay $15. For tickets, contact the
UCPAC box office at (732) 499-8226,
or ucpac.org.

MERCEDES TEST DRIVE…Brendan Bailey, grandson of Westfield Symphony
Orchestra Home Tour Manager Lee Corcoran, checks out one of Saturday’s
raffle prizes. The Tour of Notable Homes will take place this Saturday, May 10,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Teen Arts Exhibit Begins
Tour at Springfield Library
SPRINGFIELD – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
announced that the 2008 Teen Arts
Traveling Exhibit would open this year’s
tour at the Springfield Public Library,
located at 66 Mountain Avenue in
Springfield. It will be on display through
June 5, during regular library hours.

The exhibit consists of 75 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 vi-
sual-art works shown at the 2008
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at Union County College  in
Cranford.

Locally, those submitting include
Mountainside’s Scotland Preston and
Francesca Najdzin, Deerfield School;
Scotch Plains’ Katrina Millan,
Deshawn Bellford and Sefton Bass,

Union County Vo-Tech; Arthur
Shaffry, Hillcrest Academy;
Westfield’s Kathleen Tang and Geena
Gao, Edison School, and Richard
Michelena, Beadleston High School.

“Each year, I am amazed by the
exceptional artwork submitted by the
students,” said Freeholder Chairman
Angel G. Estrada. “I encourage ev-
eryone to get out and see this fun,
lively exhibit as it goes on tour
throughout Union County.”

For more information, contact the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07202, or call (908)
558-2550. NJ Relay service users
should call 711 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle Jewelry
Spring Trunk Show
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The Perfect Gift for Mother’s Day

Summer Workshop Offers
A Variety of Arts Programs
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Summer Workshop (WSW), a 37-
year-old program, believes that any
activity can be viewed with an artis-
tic eye.

With this in mind, the WSW cre-
ated the Kaleidoscope Department,
which offers classes in a variety of
fields not always associated with
the arts.

Part of this department is the CSI:
a Westfield course, with separate
sections for grades 5 to 8. “Investi-
gators” have an opportunity to com-
bine their interests in science and
mystery. They become part of an
investigative team that identifies and
traces evidence left in a simulated
“crime scene.”

Other science courses also attract
the curious students who attend the
WSW. Young scientists in grades 2
and 3 can enroll in Exploring Sci-
ence. Older students in grades 4 to
6 can take part in simple biology,
ecology, chemistry, physics and
geology experiments.

The area of mathematics also has a
creative side, and two WSW classes
help to demonstrate this fact. In Fun
with Math, children in second and
third grades discover how to use math
in the everyday world to tell time,
count money, do riddles, puzzles and
number games.

A new course at the 2008 WSW
is Sports Math, created for stu-
dents in grades 6 to 8. Participants
will use statistics and tally bowl-
ing scores and calculate batting
averages in an enjoyable approach
to math skills.

The latest TV cooking shows at-
test to the fact that cooking is a skill
with a definite creative side. Little
Chefs in grades 2 and 3 will have

culinary artists exploring easy cook-
ing techniques and preparing simple
recipes. Older students in grades 4
to 6 can enroll in Gourmet Kids,
where they can experiment with
snack and meal ideas, while they
learn measurements and food prepa-
ration.

Also in the Kaleidoscope Depart-
ment is Think Tank, a course in
which third and fourth graders can
sharpen their skills with picture,
words, logic and jigsaw puzzles and
hidden-word games.

In addition to these Kaleidoscope
course, the WSW offers classes in
arts, crafts, music, dance and drama
for students to grade 8. There are
separate classes for pre-kindergar-
ten and kindergarten, along with
the special first grade Little Artists
program.

The WSW also enrolls students
in grades 6 to 10, in the Summer
Stage Theater, which will present
the funk-rock musical The Wiz this
July. No audition is needed to be
part of the cast.

The 2008 Westfield Summer
Workshop, open to residents of all
communities, will run from June 30
until July 31, from 8:30 a.m. until
12:30 p.m. daily at Edison Interme-
diate School in Westfield. Early
morning drop-off is available in ad-
dition to a full day of programming
in conjunction with the Westfield
YMCA.

Classes are taught by profession-
als, many of whom have advanced
degrees in their areas of expertise.
A registered nurse is on duty during
the regular workshop hours.

For more information, call (908)
518-1551 or see
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Movies in May to Feature
The Best in Local Cinema

CAST AND CREW…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Film Club movie
Proceed With Caution is one of more than two dozen locally produced films
scheduled to be screened as part of the annual “Movies In May” Film Festival.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Local film-
makers will screen their most recent
work at the annual “Movies In May”
Film Festival taking place over three
days in May in both Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

Sponsored by the Scotch Plains
Public Library, The Fanwood Memo-
rial Library and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Film
Club, the festival is designed to give
local directors a forum to screen their
work and provide a unique opportu-
nity for the public to view produc-
tions with a local connection.

“We’ve always been fortunate to
feature work from filmmakers in the
area,” said Festival Curator William
McMeekan, Jr. “This year, we have
some truly outstanding work, espe-
cially the productions created by our
local Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) stu-
dents”

Among the highlights of this year’s

festival are Proceed With Caution, a
film shot and edited in less than 24
hours by students from SPFHS, and
the feature film Saturday Morning,
written and directed by Rob
Greenberg and shot largely in
Westfield.

Many of the filmmakers will be present
to introduce their productions and an-
swer questions from the audience.

The “Movies In May” Film Festi-
val will kick off at 7:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 7, at the Fanwood
Memorial Library. It will continue on
Thursday, May 8, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Television Studio and will conclude
on Saturday, May 10, at the Scotch
Plains Public Library, where screen-
ings will begin at 1:30 p.m.

Admittance to the entire festival is
free of charge.

For more information, phone (908)
322-6400, or visit
fanwoodlibrary.org/filmfest/.

WF Mayor Proclaims
National Music Week

MUSIC TO THEIR EARS…Above, standing, from left to right, are Musical Club
of Westfield 50-year members Helene Frieland, Rosemary Bauer, Marcia Cohen,
Eileen Jacob, Lubove Schnable, Caroline Holt, Peggy Tristram and Mariana
Caldwell. Seated, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky signs a proclamation for Music Week,
May 4 to 11. Additional 50-year members not pictured are Evelyn Bleeke, Sally
Beckwith, Ruth Boyer, Kathleen Cuckler, Ann Day, Emily Stork, Margaret
Swett, Grace Hull and Marcelia Hall.

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will celebrate National
Music Week by presenting a con-
cert on Wednesday, May 14, at 8
p.m. at the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield.

National Music Week occurs each
year during the first complete week
in May. This is the 84th year for the
observance, which was started by
Charles Tremaine, a resident of
Westfield, in 1924. The theme of
this year’s celebration is “Music…A
Sound Foundation for Life.”

Recognizing the importance of
music in our lives, Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky has signed a proclama-
tion designating the week of May 4
through 11, as Music Week.

The May 14 program will feature
the seventh- and eighth-grade cho-
rus from the Far Brook School of
Short Hills, conducted by F. Allen
Artz, who is a member of the Musi-
cal Club of Westfield.

Accompanied by pianist Erasmia
Voukelatos, the choirs will perform
music by diverse composers, from
baroque master J.S. Bach to 20th
Century Estonian composer Uno
Naissoo.

Flutist Clarissa Nolde, accompa-
nied by pianist Marie-Danièle
Mercier, will perform “Apanhei-te,
cavaquinho!” (I’ve got you,
cavaquinho!, a polka) and
“Confidências” (Confidences), both
by 20th Century Brazilian pianist
and composer Ernesto Nazareth, and
“Zigeunerweisen” (Gypsy Airs)
Opus 20, No.1 by Pablo de Sarasate,
a Spanish violinist and composer of
the romantic period.

In conjunction with the celebra-
tion of National Music Week, the
club will honor those members who

have served the club for 50 years or
more.

Honorees include Helene
Frieland, Rosemary Bauer, Marcia
Cohen, Eileen Jacob, Lubove
Schnable, Caroline Holt, Peggy
Tristram, Mariana Caldwell, Evelyn
Bleeke, Sally Beckwith, Ruth
Boyer, Kathleen Cuckler, Ann Day,
Emily Stork, Margaret Swett, Grace
Hull and Marcelia Hall.

The chairman for the program is
Kay Macrae, and the club’s hospi-
tality committee, chaired by Edna
Borchers and Maryann Dolling, will
provide hospitality.

A reception featuring light re-
freshments will follow the perfor-
mance. All are welcome to stay and
meet the performers. For member-
ship information, call (908) 232-
2173.

Madrigal Singers Present
Anniversary Concert

WESTFIELD – The Madrigal Sing-
ers, directed by Elaine Fiorino, will
present a special anniversary concert,
“Pastyme with Good Companye,” cel-
ebrating 60 years of music and merri-
ment, on Sunday, May 18, at 4 p.m. at
the First United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at 1 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Founded in 1948 by Louise
Goucher and directed for years by
Vivien Cook of Westfield, The Mad-
rigal Singers are dedicated to explor-
ing the flowering of secular and sa-
cred a cappella music, which oc-
curred during the European Renais-
sance and has continued to influence
composers to the present day.

Instruments could also supply one
or more of the lines in Renaissance
songs, and in that tradition, Robin
Brumbaugh on flute and Laura Chris-
tian on recorder will join the singers
in some of the numbers.

Poetry by English and American
authors read by Judy Sullivan will

introduce the musical selections. The
anniversary program features many
favorite madrigals and motets by
masters of the European Renaissance,
including Palestrina, Handl,
Monteverdi and Gibbons.

The sacred portion of the program
includes an eight-part motet for
double chorus of the Gloria by
Victoria and psalm settings for differ-
ent combinations of voices sung in
Latin, Hebrew and French, but all are
translated in the program.

Union County residents singing in
this concert include: Donna
Brumbaugh, Union; Martha
Desmond, Cranford; Heather Keith,
Rahway; Pamela Newell, Westfield;
Sarah Riffel, New Providence; Kirk
Robbins, Fanwood; John and Lynn
Sichel, Mountainside, and Margaret
Thompson, Mountainside.

Admission is by donation at the
door. For further information, call
(908) 233-1570.

Fresh Films Seeks
Aspiring Filmmakers
AREA — Last year, local teenager

and Cranford resident, Rebecca
Hoeffler, won the opportunity to par-
ticipate on a Samsung Fresh Films
crew and spent a week creating, shoot-
ing and editing a short film in New
York City.

Now Samsung Fresh Films is once
again holding its annual competition.

After receiving thousands of appli-
cations, program producers will se-
lect 99 teens and assign them to film
crews across the country. The win-
ners will have the opportunity to learn
all aspects of the production from
casting, location scouting,
storyboarding, shooting and editing,
all within a one weeklong window.

Teens 14-19 can apply online at
fresh-films.com. The deadline to en-
ter is May 11.


