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Raider Nine Rip
Bulldogs, 11-2

Blue Devils Brush Off Cardinal Baseballers, 5-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

took too much of a lead off second
base after hitting a two-run single in
the fourth.

“Shap [shortstop Evan Shapiro] was
giving me the sign the whole game,
but I couldn’t see because the umpire
was in the way. Finally, Jus [catcher
Justin Olsen] called it and we got him
out,” explained Cappiello.

“We saw the pickoff before the kid
had the two-run single. We thought

we had it at that point [runner, who
was on second when Hildalgo
singled],” said coach Brewster.

Cappiello relied on his off-speed
and “junk” pitches to yield only two
walks, while striking out three, and to
limit the Cardinals to seven hits.

“I was throwing junk all game, but
I got through it,” said Cappiello.

“Cappy improved with his control
today. He did a much better job. To-
day, he threw strikes. His arm feels
great. He just doesn’t have the pop in
his arm yet, but that will happen,”
said coach Brewster.

After a controversial, emotional
loss to Union on April 23, and five
days between games, the Blue Devils
appeared to be drowsy offensively.
On April 7, the Blue Devils blasted
away at the Cardinals with a 16-2
shelling in five innings but, this time,
they could get only seven hits against
the same pair of pitchers.

“We had five days off. We needed
to get back on the field. Once we get
back, we should be firing on all cylin-
ders,” said Cappiello.

Blue Devil leadoff batter Evan
Einstein, who finished 2-for-4, singled
in the top of the first. Mark Melino
reached first on an error as Einstein
sped to third, but he was later gunned
down attempting to steal second.
Einstein did score, however, on
Cappiello’s hobbling single.

Concern about a slight 1-0 lead con-

tinued until the fourth inning. Blue
Devil Mike Melillo drew a leadoff walk
then awakened his teammates with a
crafty stolen base. Clark responded with
a booming RBI triple to right field and
Murray followed with an RBI sacrifice
fly to right. Embry doubled down the
leftfield line, Einstein singled and
Shapiro lofted an RBI sac fly to left to
boost the lead to 4-0.

Concern returned in the bottom of
the inning. Cardinals Oreal Douglas
and Marcus Gerald tapped back-to-
back singles. After a fly out to center,
Rob Rosario grounded out to third
and Hildalgo slapped his two-run
single to right then slid into second as
the relay bounced off Shapiro. The
inning ended with Cappiello firing to
Shapiro, who put the tag on Hildago.

Murray began the sixth inning with
a triple to right and Mosier provided
a 5-2 cushion with his thunderous
triple to right-center.

In the bottom of the seventh, the
Cardinals had a runner on first with
two outs. Cappiello struck out the
next batter, Irvin Torres, but the ball
was dropped and then there were two
Cardinals fluttering on the bases. Mo-
ments later, Torres’ poor base run-
ning got himself caught in a rundown
between second and third. The Cardi-
nal on third scored, but Torres was
tagged out.
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sive rush with three runs in the bot-
tom of the fifth. Piccola and Hercel
singled, D’Annunzio went with the
pitch and beat out the throw to first,
while Piccola scampered home safely.
Binkiewicz then rapped a two-run
single up the gap.

The Raiders pulled off another
double play in the seventh when
Bonadies scooped a grounder, stepped
on second and flicked to first.
Maroney registered the final out on
an assist to Binkiewicz.

“Gary is our number-one guy and
he did what he had to do. He battled all
the way through it, made some adjust-
ments, hit some spots with his fastball
and he put the ball in play. And [on] a
day like today, we needed our defense.
They played solid, put the ball in play
and made the plays. When we are
doing that, we’re at our best,” said
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock.

“Early on, I did not have my off
speed. Basically I tried to keep the
fastball low in the zone, let them hit
the ball and get ground balls because
we’re a good fielding team and solid
most of the year. I know we would
score runs and that’s what happened,”
said Binkiewicz.

“For Denizo to hit a two-run homer
in the first was a big lift for us. It put
momentum on our side. We never
looked back and we just ran with that.
Of course, D’Annunzio, he’s having
an incredible year for us and doing
everything for us,” concluded coach
Baylock.
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David B. Corbin (May 2001 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING A HARD SWAT AT ALS...Former acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco enjoyed hitting the softball during the “Knock Out ALS (Lou
Gehrig’s Disease)” benefit for resident Jim Airey at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on May 19, 2001. DiFrancesco proved that he had the “Right Stuff” when
he nailed several good shots to left field.

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SP-F Times.
www.goleader.com

May 6, 2000: Senior Tim Pai
pounded two home runs and a single,
while amassing six RBI, to lead the
fourth-seeded Raiders to a 12-6 vic-
tory over Westfield in the first round
of the Union County Tournament in
Scotch Plains. Dave Herrmann ham-
mered a solo homer.

May 6, 2000: Katy Brunetto craft-
ily scored from third on an infield
grounder in the bottom of the seventh
inning to give the Blue Devil softball
team a thrilling 5-4 win over Summit
in the first round of the Union County
Tournament in Westfield. Kristen
Leonardis had two RBI.

May 2, 1998: The Blue Devils came
through with the late-inning heroics
that it needed to pull out a 9-8 victory
over Linden in the first round of the
Union County baseball tournament
in Westfield. Senior Phil Orsini
blasted a two-run triple and senior
Don Seeley lofted a sacrifice fly to
center as Orsini dashed home with
the wining run in the bottom of the
seventh.

May 4, 1998: The Blue Devil golf
team proved why they have been un-
beaten in 13 matches this season by
running away with the Union County
golf title held at Echo Lake Country
Club. The Blue Devils had a 325 total
and easily out-played second-placed
Union, which finished with 348. Al-
though Union Farmer Jerry Chen won
the individual title with a 77, Blue
Devils Brent Bramnick and Ron
Kashlak, each with a 79, had to play
a sudden-death hole, which Bramnick
won to take second.

May 2, 2001: Recently, Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde must have been play-
ing for the Blue Devil boys lacrosse
team. A mild-mannered Dr. Jekyll
got jostled around by visiting
Hunterdon Central in the first half,
but Mr. Hyde took over and routed
the Red Devils, 10-3, in the second

half as the Blue Devils went on to
win, 15-9. Midfielders Matt Simone,
Bill Schultz, Mike Debrossy and
attackman Chris Dodge all netted hat
tricks and senior midfielder Brad
Gillin stuffed in two second-half
goals. Attacker Tim Mansfield also
scored a goal.

May 3, 2001: Two first-places and
a crucial third-place finish in the wan-
ing moments of the Union County
Relays at Williams Field in Elizabeth
gave the Raider boys track team its
second-straight title. Senior Derrion
Aberdeen cleared 6’2” in the high
jump, and along with Mike Franzone
and Mike Buffardi totaled 17’4.5” to
take first. Moments later, Aberdeen
soared 22’2” – a personal best – in the
long jump, and along with Ray Will-
iams (19’11.75”) and Gary Fletcher
(18’8.25”) captured first with a total
of 61’2”. In the final event, Aberdeen,
Mike Dixon, Franzone and Williams
crossed third in the 4x400.

UCRFC Jr. Mudturtles Clinch
Playoff Spot, Top East Islip

WINNING THE LINEOUT…The Jr. Mudturtles, in light shirts, won a lineout.
Pictured, left to right, are: Sean Moran (partially obscured), Mike Sheehan,
Brandon Dietz, No. 8 with ball partially hidden, and Ryan Scanlon.

WTA Men’s Masters
Tennis Ladder Told:

The WTA ladder season started on
May 1. The initial men’s masters (50+)
singles ladder continues from the fi-
nal standings of 2007. New members
are listed at the bottom of the ladder.
John Mancini looks to defend his
championship after two years and
counting at the top. Report matches
to mcglynn.mike@gmail.com

Final Season Standings
  1. John Mancini
  2. Jim Oslislo
  3. Chris Wendel
  4. Mike McGlynn
  5. Peter Lee
  6. Don Dohm
  7. Joe Donnolo
  8. Henry Williams
  9. Dewey Rainville
10. Todd Krell
11. Brian Greenfield

The Union County Rugby Football
Club (UCRFC) U19 boys, the Jr.
Mudturtles, completed their unde-
feated league season with a convinc-
ing, 26-7 win over East Islip to re-
ceive a Number 1 seed in the METNY
Rugby Football Union U19 playoff
this weekend in Denville.

The Jr. Mudturtles were rewarded
with a penalty kick in the first minute.
Sean Moran made the kick to give the

team a 3-0 lead. UCRFC dominated
the first half, constantly putting pres-
sure on the East Islip defense. Mike
Sheehan racked up the first try as he
barged over the line off a ruck to
make the score 8-0 in favor of UCRFC.
Camaran Burke scored next, he chased
down a perfectly placed kick by Chris
Sheehan for a try to make the score,
13-0 at halftime.

East Islip came back strong even-
tually crossing the UCRFC goal line
for a try that was converted, making
score 13-7. The Jr. Mudturtles stormed
back. Burke scored his second try and
Jim Haribson ran in another. Moran
closed out the scoring with another
penalty kick.

The UCRFC U19 B-side upended
East Islip’s B-side, 24-5. East Islip
scored the first try off a driving maul at
a lineout. From then on it was all
UCRFC, as Burke scored two tries and
Russell Holt and James Brady added
solo tries. Ryan Scanlon made two
conversions to round out the scoring.

The UCRFC U15s fell to a strong
Xavier High School (NYC) fresh-
man team 40-13. Although on the
losing side of the scorecard, the game
was marked improvement over the
earlier meeting between these two
teams when Xavier scored a crush-
ing, 84-0 victory. The points scored
by the U15s were the first points
given up by Xavier this season. Jon
Acosta scored a try and a penalty
kick. Billy Hedley also scored a try.
In other action, the UCRFC U19 girls
fell to No. 1-ranked Elizabeth High
School, 40-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOTS OF ACTION AT SECOND BASE…Cardinal Elvin Hildago makes it safely into second base after the relay throw
bounces off Blue Devil shortstop Evan Shapiro.

Blue Devils Shut Down
Baseball Raiders, 13-6
The Westfield High School base-

ball team shut down Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 13-6, in Scotch Plains on
May 5. The 11-4 Blue Devils erupted
for seven runs in the sixth inning.
Mike Clark had three RBI, while Jus-
tin Olsen, Mike Mosier and Mark
Melino had two RBI apiece.
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Resting gracefully atop a lush knoll, this classic Colonial comes to life with superb tradi-
tional details and wonderful essentials. Hardwood floors, moldings, custom built-ins, su-
perb traditional details and a delightful property craft the ideal setting. The welcoming 
foyer opens on the fire lit living room, handsome formal dining room and updated 
kitchen. A marvelous addition to the first floor is the warm & inviting family room with 
access to the patio & yard. A delightful master suite, three more bedrooms, ample closet 
space and another full bath create an equally as charming second floor. Enhancing this 
cordial setting is a wonderful yard and a fabulous “close to everything” location. Pre-
sented for $799,000. 
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Grand in design and scale this young Mountainside five bedroom, five & a 
half bath Center Hall Colonial glows with hardwood floors, beautiful mold-
ings, elegantly framed entries, high ceilings and fabulous designer touches. 
The two-story foyer opens onto the dining room with balcony and the living 
room. The family room and library share an impressive floor-to-ceiling 
stone fireplace. The gourmet kitchen with breakfast room & Butler’s Pantry 
makes cooking easy. A palatial master suite, a rec room and a magnificently 
landscaped yard enhance this spectacular portrait. Presented for 
$1,299,900.  
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