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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Gas prices are rising -
but NOT car insurance with Alpha

The Westfield YMCA’s gymnasium
used to be the happening spot from Oc-
tober through May for basketball. We’re
talking Monday, Wednesday and Friday
nights, back in the 1960s and ’70s, when
there might be four teams playing 5-on-
5 across the two short courts, with an-
other four teams waiting for winners.

There were the Robinson brothers from
Cranford, Walt and Bob; Bob Yurochko,
the Cranford band director who always
seemed to be shooting off-balance; Joey
Kolesar and Steve Feldmeister from
Scotch Plains, Dick Weldon, and dozens
of other outstanding players whose names
I can’t recall.

And there was an older guy named
McDonald … can’t remember his first
name, but I think it might’ve been Jack.
You could tell he was an older guy be-
cause he tucked his t-shirt neatly inside
his shorts. And one other thing about
him: outside of Roger Love, nobody
could put up shots faster, and he shot the
old-fashioned “push shots” where he
planted his left foot and stepped up with
his right foot.

Those were “the good days,” the pre-
real life days. Nobody has a choice on
when they are born, but I’d say that being
on the front wave of the “Baby Boomer”
generation was pretty cool; the only draw-
back being that I’m now old enough to
collect Social Security and get “senior
discounts,” two things that I never thought
would ever happen to me.

Yeah, there was chaos in that period,
with racial riots, student riots over the
Vietnam War, and the assassination of
the three greatest leaders of my genera-
tion (sorry Bear, Vince and Coach K,
but JFK, RFK and MLK have all got
you beat), changing the drinking age
from 21 to 18 and back to 21, the drama
of weekend trips to Staten Island, with
the police checks at the Goethals Bridge
on the way back.

But there was lots of good stuff too,
like the music, and being a WHS sports
fan. There might’ve never been a better
time for both. And of course the glori-
ous summers of the mid-60s, caddying
at Echo Lake, waiting for caddymaster
Jock Heatly to call my name, and hang-
ing with looping legends like Jimmy
Bonzo, Don the Fireman and Hogan.
And let’s not forget the formation of the
Town Softball League and those Sun-
day quadruple headers at the Franklin
Bowl.

Combine all that with watching a Clint
Eastwood marathon on American Movie
Classics, we give you the Good, the Bad
and the Ugly of my life.
1950s

Good: Elvis Presley, Buddy Holly,
Little Richard, Chuck Berry, Jerry Lee

Good, Bad and Ugly:
From ’50s to Present

Lewis, Roy Orbison, Frankie Lymon and
the Teenagers, doo-wop music, the
Brooklyn Dodgers and Ebbets Field, the
New York Giants and the Polo Grounds,
day baseball, day World Series games,
baseball doubleheaders, baseball and
football on natural grass, only four bowl
games and all on one day (Cotton, Sugar,
Orange and Rose), 45’s, WHS’s rise in
swimming.

Bad: Eisenhower’s “super highways,”
and the fact that the ’50s had to eventu-
ally end (though many would say they
lasted until 11-22-63, the day JFK was
assassinated).

Ugly: Joe McCarthy.
1960s

Good: Albums on vinyl, Bob Dylan,
Dion and the Belmonts, Beatles, Rolling
Stones (until Brian Jones left), Beach
Boys, folk music, the Newport Folk Fes-
tival, Otis Redding, Jimi Hendrix,
Woodstock, Phil Ochs, Buffalo Spring-
field, Byrds, Kinks, Temptations, Curtis
Mayfield, Ben E. King, JFK (the by-far
best president of my 62+ years), Sum-
mer of Love, Franklin Bowlers, Glenview
Manor, The Fugitive and Mission: Im-
possible on TV, beer, Remsen’s market,
Charlie’s Italian Deli, White Diamond
(especially the one in Springfield),
Wetson’s, all four college football bowl
games in one day: Cotton, Sugar, Orange
and Rose (with no corporate sponsors).

Bad: Vietnam War, Kennedy and King
assassinations, Kent State, NFL champi-
onship game being renamed “Super”
Bowl.

Ugly: Richard M. Nixon.
1970s

Good: Allman Brothers Band, J Geils
Band, Al Stewart, Ralph McTell, Jethro
Tull, Fairport Convention, Eagles,
Pavlov’s Dog, Fleetwood Mac,
Apocolypse Now, Deer Hunter, Taxi
Driver and Animal House at the movies,
the book Black Sun, White Diamonds
(especially the one in Westfield), WNEW
102.7 FM freeform radio, with Vin Scelsa,
Pete Fornatel, Dennis Elsas, Jonathan
Schwartz, Scott Muni and the Night Bird,
Allison Steel.

Bad: Disco, light/lite beer, diet soda,
Nixon, Phil Ochs’ suicide, unions for
professional athletes.

Ugly: Nixon still, Mick Jagger and the
(Brian Jones-less) Rolling Stones.
1980s

Good: Hill Street Blues, St. Elsewhere,
Miami Vice on TV, Australian Rules
Football on ESPN at 3 a.m., Breaker
Morant and Phar Lap at the movies.

Bad: Commercialization of pro sports,
computers replacing typewriters, loss of
some “mom and pop” stores, Rolling
Stones.

Ugly: Ronald Reagan.

1990s
Good: CDs and DVDs, the X-Files,

Foster’s “oil cans.”
Bad: Over-commercialization of pro

and college sports, computer-depen-
dence, ESPN’s SportsCenter hosts, dis-
appearance of “mom and pop” stores,
Rolling Stones.

Ugly: Mike and the Mad Dog, and
their talk radio bretheran.
2000s

Good: Carnivale, the Sopranos and
Deadwood on HBO Sunday nights (now
all in reruns), Yuengling, Sirius 70 Dis-
order radio (especially when Vin Scelsa
or Black 47’s Larry Kerwin is the host)
and Sirius 25 Little Steve’s Underground
Garage, WHS’s continuing dominance
in swimming.

Bad: Continued over-commercializa-
tion of pro and college sports, black
socks on athletes, knee-length (or longer)
basketball shorts, ESPN announcers, talk
radio, four-hour baseball and football
games, the unwatchable NBA, fights and
late hits in the NHL, even greater com-
puter-dependence, 32 bowl games and
most of them with idiotic sponsor names.

Ugly: W.
MILLER TO JMU

Erin Miller, the all-time scoring bas-
ketball leader at WHS, will be attending
James Madison University in
Harrisonburg, Va. The Dukes were 24-
10 last year but, as of this writing, Miller
is planning to spend her freshman hitting
the books. “I wanted to go to a Division
1 school, but I’m not going to play bas-
ketball,” Miller said. “It’s just too much
of a commitment. But I will keep play-
ing, either club or intramurals.”

STREAKING
The WHS tennis team took a 49-match

winning streak into last weekend’s New-
ark Academy Invitational. After wins
over West Essex, Moorestown and Cherry
Hill East (3-2 in the title match), that
streak is now at 52. That’s the fifth long-
est win streak in school history. The only
longer streaks are: 54, boys track (1969-
74, ended by Morristown); 59, boys
swimming (1957-62, ended by Pingry);
74, girls swimming (1984-90, ended by
Camden Catholic); and 92, girls cross-
country (1994-2003, ended by SP-F).

THIS AND THAT
The county baseball and softball tour-

naments opened last weekend with first-
round games. WHS was seeded second
in both, with the boys beating New Provi-
dence, 11-0, and the girls topping Day-
ton, 20-0. Both teams were in action
yesterday in the quarterfinals. The boys
played A.L. Johnson, which upset Union,
while the girls faced Roselle Park.
Yesterday’s winners advance to
Saturday’s UCT semifinals. Speaking of
baseball, senior Joe Vall-Llobera made
his first appearance of the spring Satur-
day following his fractured back injury.
Joe V pinch hit and had an RBI single.

It’s Tee Time for the WHS golf team.
After a really good week that saw them
sweep past Ridgewood (which swept
WHS a year ago) and defeat a very good

Hunterdon Central team that had cap-
tured the Blue Devil Invitational two
weeks earlier, coach John Turnbull’s club
will going for the title today at the Union
County Tournament. The prohibitive fa-
vorites are led by Dan Liebowitz, Sean
Elliott, Nick LiVolsi, Dave Pusar, Pat
Clancy and Brandon Molson. Next Mon-
day-Tuesday the stakes get higher as
WHS will be attempting to defend its
title at the North 2 Group 4 sectionals at
Alpine.

IS IT JUST ME …
Or does anybody else find it ironic that

the No. 43 includes three years of the
best of times (1972-74, when Glen Kehler
was at fullback for WHS) and eight years
of the worst of times (2001-08, under the
current president)?

SHOP-RITE UPDATE
After a slow start in the fall, WHS

picked up 30 points this winter from
state championships in bowling, boys
swimming and girls swimming to get
right into the thick of the race for the fifth
Shop-Rite Cup, awarded to the strongest
athletic teams in each group size. The
word is, WHS trails defending Group 4
winner Southern Regional by just two
points (43-41) heading into the spring
state tournaments.

WHS finished second in Group 4 last
year by four points (54-50) to Southern,
which is located on Route 9 down near
Long Beach Island.

Points are awarded as follows: 10 for
a team state champion, eight for runner-
up, six for third place and four for fourth
place. There is also a three-point addi-
tion for not having any disqualifications.
(WHS lost six points last year due to two
ejections.)

The boys tennis team is defending
state champions, while golf, baseball,
softball and boys track all have teams
capable of capturing their respective state
Group 4 tournaments.

Previous Group 4 winners have been
Shawnee (2004), Ridgewood (2005),
Bridgewater-Raritan (2006) and South-
ern (2007).

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the Owner

at Westfield Subs (263 South Avenue
East) goes to Dan Liebowitz. The senior
golfer fired rounds of 34 at Echo Lake (in
a win over Ridgewood), 39 the next day
at Ridgewood C.C. (in another win over
Ridgewood) and 37 at Shackamaxon (in
a win over Blue Devil Invitational win-
ner Hunterdon Central) as WHS won
three key matches. In 27 holes over three
days, Liebowitz carded an amazing 10
birdies. In addition to a second-place 77
at the conference meet, he had a string of
36-38-38-37-37-36-37.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in
The Westfield Leader during the scho-
lastic year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

Note – Johnson’s political views may
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
newspaper but he certainly can relate
how he has viewed his life experiences.

Devil of the Week
Dan Liebowitz

Golf

FANWOOD
RECREATION

SPONSORS THE FOLLOWING
SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS

July7-11 and August 4-8

For more info please go to

 www.fanwoodsoccercamp.com

or email fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com

June30-July 3 and July 21-25

For more info go to www.fanwoodsportscamps.com

or email tbaylock@spfk12.com

June 23-27 and July 14-18

For more info go to www.fanwoodsportscamps.com

or email kewing@spfk12.org

Camps are run by Scotch Plains Fanwood High School

District Adult Teachers and Coaches

Raider Basketball Camp

Fanwood Baseball Camp

Fanwood Soccer Camp

GOINES HITS 2-RUN HR, MINEO 2 RBI

Raider Softballers Rout
East Side Girls, 12-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Stephanie Goines added a
two-run home run to her special pitch-
ing touch to lead the Scotch Plains
High School softball team past New-
ark East Side, 12-1, in five innings in
Scotch Plains on April 30.

The Red Raiders became the casu-
alties of a fine pitching performance
from Goines (6-1) who allowed one
run on a sacrifice bunt in the first
inning. She tossed a seven-hitter,
fanned five batters and walked two.

“Today, we wanted to move around
the pitches a little bit and work out
some of the basic things for our up-
coming county game,” said Raider
Head Coach Kelly Covert.

The 9-4 Raiders came to bat in the
bottom of the first inning and ex-
ploded for 12 runs. Leadoff batter
Nicole Colineri and Katie Cornaccia
walked, then Saxony Nielsen stepped
to the dish and launched a two-run
triple over the center fielder’s head.
Nicole Mineo then hammered an RBI
double to left center and scored on
Goines’ double to right and Kathryn
DiNizo was hit with a pitch. The
runners wasted no time, advanced on
a wild pitch and scored on Camilla
Bach’s sacrifice fly to center, to make

the score 6-0.
Danielle Sette stepped forward and

smacked a single, then swiped sec-
ond. Rachel Parker walked and
Colineri took one for the team to load
the bases. Sette then waltzed home on
a walk issued to Cornaccia. Nielsen
dug in and hooked a two-run single,
Mineo lined a RBI heater past the
shortstop and Goines unloaded her
two-run blast to deep center field.

The Raider fielding highlights came
in the fourth and fifth inning. From
behind the plate, Mineo fired in time
to Colineri, who then slapped the tag
on the runner headed for second. In
the fifth, Mineo pulled off a nice
home-to-first pickoff play. Colineri
made a brilliant fielding play and
Camille Bach ran down a fly ball in
left field for the final out.

“I love catching and now it comes
natural to me. I just block balls and
when runners go when they see the
ball in the dirt, I usually stop it and
throw them out,” said Mineo.

Explaining her communication
with Goines on the mound, Mineo
added, “We have a very good chemis-
try even though she just started pitch-
ing again.”
East Side    1 00 00 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood (12) 00 0x 12

NAILING THE RUNNER AT THIRD…Raider junior third baseman Saxony
Nielson puts the tag on the East Side runner in the second inning on a brilliant
throw by senior catcher Nikki Mineo.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INDIANS BASKETBALL CAMP

2 Locations:
Rahway High School - Madison Elementary School

Tuition: $170 Includes – Camp “T” Shirt, Prizes

Siblings and additional week(s) at a cost of $145.

Download an application at: www.indianscamp.com

Tom Lewis & Brian Ciemniecki – Directors

732-396-3717


