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Performing their greatest hits and Beatles classics

to benefit The Joseph Enright Foundation

Friday May 23, 2008 - 8pm at the

PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE - MILLBURN, NJ

All proceeds benefit the Joseph E. Enright Foundation

www.josephenrightfoundation.org

For ticket and event information please call 973-376-4343

or visit www.papermill.org

Promoting Health through Education

ON THE STUMP… Kelly Hatfield, Republican candidate for Congress repre-
senting New Jersey’s 7th Congressional District, spent a recent Saturday morning
in her hometown of Summit at the Bryant Park cleanup. Shown below with
Summit residents, Don Guida and Anton Evers, Ms. Hatfield discussed the
residents’ concerns regarding local and national environmental issues. The
Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, June 3.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Paterson Taps Ward to Run
Port Authority of NY & NJ

The Star-Ledger has reported that
New York Governor David Paterson
has nominated Chris Ward, who for-
merly worked at the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, to return
to the agency as its new executive
director at a salary of $286,702.

Mr. Ward, 53, is currently the man-
aging director of the General Con-
tractors Association of New York. He
was previously the Port Authority’s
chief of planning and external affairs
and director of port development and
is a former commissioner of the New
York City Department of Environ-
mental Protection.
Morristown Mayor Says Christie
Should Resign Over Comments
Morristown Mayor Donald

Cresitello, a Democratic candidate
for United States Senate, has de-
manded the resignation of United
States Attorney Chris Christie, fol-
lowing Mr. Christie’s statement that
undocumented immigration is an ad-
ministrative matter and not a crime,
according to The Daily Record.
NJN Seeks to Privatize in Wake
Of More State Belt-Tightening
New Jersey Network, the state-

owned public TV network, is seeking
to privatize because executives say
the station is currently running at a
$1.6 million deficit, The Star-Ledger
has reported. Democratic State Sena-
tor Shirley Turner (LD-15, Trenton)
said she was “very disturbed, dis-
mayed and surprised” with NJN’s
efforts.

NJN Executive Director Elizabeth
Christopherson said the station’s bud-
get, which would be trimmed 28 per-
cent under Governor Jon Corzine’s

proposed budget, is “so lean after so
much reduction at this point.” NJN
officials say selling the license to a
community organization would help
in private fundraising efforts. The
state pays 40 percent of NJN’s bud-
get.
McCain to Discuss Environmental
Issues in Sandy Hook Tomorrow

Republican Presidential candidate
John McCain will campaign in Sandy
Hook tomorrow, May 9,
politickernj.com has reported. He will
appear with former Governor Tho-
mas H. Kean and discuss environ-
mental issues.
Obama, Clinton Take Opposite
Sides on Gasoline Price Hikes
Senators Barack Obama (D-Ill.) and

Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.) are on op-
posite sides of addressing surging
gasoline prices. Sen. Clinton favors a
summer federal gasoline tax holiday,
as does likely Republican nominee,
Senator John McCain. Mr. Obama
said Mrs. Clinton was “pandering”
on the issue, numerous media outlets
have reported. The federal gasoline
tax has remained at 18.4 cents per
gallon since 1993.

Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Obama both
support taxing “windfall” profits by
oil companies. Mr. Obama said sus-
pending the federal gasoline tax from
Memorial Day to Labor Day would
only save motorists between $25 and
$30 while taking revenue out of the
federal Highway Trust Fund, which
finances road improvements, accord-
ing to Boston.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Why Buy Prime Meat?
at John’s Meat Market

1. Prime is the best quality you can buy...NOT CHOICE
2. All our meat is cut in front of YOU, trimmed to YOUR specifications,
   the way YOU want it!
3. All our meat is delivered FRESH from the West... NOT pre-packaged.
4. Our ground beef is ground fresh while YOU wait to guarantee freshness.
5. Free range organic poultry.

Vin, Nick & Vincent Jr. Lovasio - Charlie from J & M Market
Robert from O’Connors Meat Meat Market - Stan from Joseph’s Meat Market

Paul from Balducci’s Market in NYC.

We hand pick all the meat that we sell, as we have since 1939.
If  it is not up to John’s standards, it does not come in the store.

We are a family oriented store. We’ll treat you like
“Our Family.” THAT’S A PROMISE!!!

All of  our meats are USDA Prime, Grain fed,
meaning they are not fed by products, antibiotics, or hormones.
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Asw. Stender, Candidate for Congress,
Discusses Muhlenberg Closure

SCOTCH PLAINS – Assembly-
woman Linda Stender said she will
attend the community rally regarding
the closure of Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center Tuesday evening at
Plainfield High School and released
the following statement.

“As an Assemblywoman represent-
ing the 22nd Legislative District, I have
had the great pleasure of working with
Assemblyman Jerry Green to advocate
for Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter and I am proud to have secured
millions of dollars in state aid over the
past few years to support the essential
services this hospital provides. I speak
today because, like the thousands of
other Plainfield area residents and com-
munity leaders, I am committed to keep-
ing Muhlenberg Hospital open.

Muhlenberg Hospital was founded in
1876, by a group of concerned citizens
who recognized the great need for
healthcare in their community. Thanks to
their dedication to the welfare of their
community, this hospital, now
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center,
has successfully provided generations of
Plainfield area residents with advanced,
state-of-the-art medical care in a com-
passionate and supportive environment.

For the first time in 131 years, this
community is faced with the possibility
of losing this precious resource and
may no longer have easy access to
quality routine and acute medical care.
Much like other hospitals and medical
centers in New Jersey, Muhlenberg has
endured a severe lack of Medicare and
Charity Care reimbursements, as well
as competition from surrounding sur-
gery centers and an overall decline in
patients. Last year alone, the federal
government failed to reimburse
Muhlenberg $9 million for Medicare
expenses. The Federal Government also
failed to reimburse Muhlenberg an ad-
ditional $9 million for Charity Care
expenses.

Clearly, the Federal Government has
failed its job of providing adequate
resources to this hospital and the pa-
tients it serves. But Muhlenberg’s rela-
tionship to the Plainfield community is

unique. Its closure will be a tremen-
dous loss. Patients who rely on
Muhlenberg for routine care will be
forced to travel to Edison or Rahway.
Even if they are able to find a transpor-
tation service, how much more will this
cost them in the end? With the price of
gas what it is today, many patients will
not be able to shoulder this burden and
will not receive the routine care they
need.

Anyone can tell you that when deal-
ing with a medical emergency, seconds
count. A matter of seconds can and do
mean the difference between life and
death for thousands of Americans ev-
ery day. How many more minutes will
patients have to endure until they can be
transported to Summit or Somerville
when suffering a heart attack or stroke?
Why would doctors and their staff
choose to maintain offices in Plainfield
when their patients are forced to travel
to other hospitals? As the leading area
employer, the resulting job loss and
relocation of individuals and families
in search of new employment will cer-
tainly be an untimely burden for our
community.

As jobs disappear, financial stress
will lead to the loss of homes and in-
ability to pay for rent. Household dol-
lars already stretched too thin will not
be able to pay for health insurance,
food and gas. Plainfield’s real-estate
market is already suffering enough in
these dire economic times; more fore-
closures and vacant buildings will only
exacerbate the problem.

131 years ago, Plainfield area resi-
dents knew that access to quality medi-
cal care was essential for their well-
being and worked together to open a
hospital. The fruits of their labor con-
tinue to make the quality of life in our
community better every day. Today, I
stand with Assemblyman Jerry Green,
local community leaders and hundreds
of my fellow residents who know that
we cannot stand idly by as we roll back
on this progress. For the sake of its
patients, its employees and its commu-
nity, Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center must remain open.”

Editor’s Note: Asw. Stender did not
attend the meeting Tuesday night at
Plainfield High School, citing a previ-
ous commitment.

Public Safety Head Proposes
$13.9-Million Fire Academy

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders’ fiscal
policy committee concluded their
meetings last week on a proposed
$436.8-million Union County bud-
get. Last Thursday’s session focused
on some $53 million of capital re-
quests submitted by department
heads.

“That [$53 million] doesn’t neces-
sarily mean that will be the end num-
ber,” Freeholder Vice Chairman and
Fiscal Policy Committee Chairman
Al Mirabella told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. He said the committee would
now hold “internal” discussions with
department heads on the capital spend-
ing proposals.

In addition to the requests, Acting
Public Safety Director Richard Childs
proposed that the county construct a
new fire academy at the location of
the current facility in Linden. The
county has extended the lease on the
site through 2030 with the City of
Linden.

Mr. Childs, who took over as acting
public safety director in January, said
he had not prepared the department’s
capital requests, and if he had, the fire
academy project would have been
included.

He described the current academy
as “a potpourri of trailers” that is
“inadequate” in its training facilities
for municipal firefighters in the
county.

Mr. Childs estimated that a new
academy would cost $13.9 million
and would include four classrooms
and a 100-seat amphitheatre. He said
the present facility is “one-fourth the
size they [firefighters] actually need.”

“I am glad that you focused on this.
It is something we sorely need,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada said that while he is “not
against building it,” he would like to
get projections of the number of
firefighters that would be trained at
the facility over the next 10 years.

“We have to be very fiscally pru-
dent before considering it,” Mr.
Estrada said. He called the current
academy “under-utilized.”

Currently, all municipalities, with
the exception of Elizabeth, in Union
County use the academy.

Mr. Childs said Bayonne and Jer-
sey City have expressed an interest in
a new Union County fire academy.
He did not say if the county would
open the facility to Hudson County.

Mr. Mirabella told The Leader and
The Times that Mr. Estrada “wants to
explore all options” on financing a
new fire academy. Mr. Mirabella said
he hopes to add some funding for the
project in this year’s budget, saying
he was “committed” to the project.

Freeholder Chester Holmes, a re-
tired police detective, said he supports
a study of a new academy. “If we don’t
get started, it doesn’t get better.”

The county hired Springfield-based
Netta Architects last October at
$18,500 to “complete a detailed de-
sign of the reconstruction of the Union

County Fire Training Academy.”
Back in October, Mr. Mirabella,

the son of a former Elizabeth police
chief, said plans for an expanded acad-
emy, located at 700 Lower Road in
the Tremley Point section of Linden,
would include office space, class-
rooms and a multi-faceted room.

Other capital budget requests in-
clude $500,000 to rebuild the Echo
Lake Park service yard, $1.2 million
to replace the roof and bleachers at
the Warinanco Indoor Skating Cen-
ter, and $500,000 to complete the
restoration of Masker’s Barn in the
Deserted Village, a village within the
boundaries of Berkeley Heights that
dates back three centuries. An addi-
tional $50,000 is proposed for exhib-
its and signs for the Deserted Village
visitors’ center.

A total of $500,000 is sought for
lighting at soccer fields on Rutgers
and Hillside Avenues in Nomahegan
Park on Kenilworth Boulevard. An-
other $1 million for installation of
synthetic turf at Warinanco Park ball
field was pulled by Al Faella, director
of parks and community renewal, in
response to a state report’s findings
of lead in some turf field products.

Debra Judd of the parks division
said the department wants to recon-
struct the bridle trails in the Watchung
Reservation at a cost of $1.1 million
paid over five years. This year’s re-
quest is for $125,000.

She also said $100,000 is needed
for the installation of instructional
technological systems, such as
PowerPoint, at the newly expanded
Trailside Nature and Science Center
technology department in
Mountainside. She envisioned that
Trailside could be rented by busi-
nesses to use its facilities.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi is
requesting $300,000, paid over the
next two years, to re-create 570 index
books dating from 1857 to 1977. She
said the books, which deputy clerk Al
Falcone said must be maintained in
“hard copy” format per state statute,
must be re-created due to their poor
condition. They would utilize exist-
ing microfilm. Ms. Rajoppi said the
cost is $550 per book.

The department of engineering and
public works put in for $730,000 to
replace aging equipment and vehicles.

Mr. Childs requested another
$500,000 for a security and video
system at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital in Berkeley Heights and
$285,000 to replace the county’s
bomb squad vehicles, which he de-
scribed as “10-year old technology.”

A quarter of a million dollars is
sought over three years by the sheriff’s
department to reconstruct the county’s
firearms range in Springfield, with
$75,000 coming this year.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, requested another mini-van,
as a backup vehicle, at $65,000, for
the Route 22 shuttle the county
launched in the fall for workers and
shoppers at the highway’s retailers.

Replacement of perimeter fencing
at the Union County jail, where two
prisoners escaped in December, will
cost $250,000.


