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EARLY STAGES… Scientist Paul Reichert of the Schering-Plough Research Insti-
tute explains to reporters how the automated dish-testing machine operates in the
Schering-Plough crystal lab during a tour of the Kenilworth facility on April 28.

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KENILWORTH — Schering-
Plough, along with the HealthCare In-
stitute of New Jersey (HINJ), hosted a
tour of the company’s Kenilworth Re-
search Institute on April 28. The tour
highlighted ways in which the com-
pany uses computer technology to aid
the development of new medications.

“Our mission is to find medicine
for unmet medical needs,” said Tho-
mas Kessler, executive vice president
and president of the Schering-Plough
Research Institute. Mr. Kessler said
that about 18.9 percent of the
company’s sales are invested into re-
search and development.

Mr. Kessler said that finding new
medications is hard, noting that there for
every 10,000 chemical compounds cre-
ated, one drug reaches the market. Corey
Strickland, an Schering-Plough em-
ployee who works in Computer Aided
Drug Discovery, said the process of
taking a drug from its initial conception
to the market can take between 10 to 14
years and cost $1.4 billion.

Schering-Plough employees
showed three of the laboratories where
technology is aiding the discovery of
new medication. Scientists demon-
strated how the company uses com-
puters and microprocessor technol-
ogy to understand the structure of

proteins and molecules. Computers
magnify the proteins up to 10 billion
times, allowing scientists to get a
clear picture of the molecule’s struc-
ture. Computers are also used to help
determine dosages for drugs, which
Mr. Kessler said is “very, very tricky
and very, very important.”

Machines also help scientists test
compounds. According to Timothy
McGahan, a scientist who works in
high throughput screening (where
compounds are tested), scientists
could test about 320 compounds per
person in a week working by hand.
Mr. McGahan said that with machines,
the scientists could now test thou-
sands of compounds per day.

Mr. McGahan said that although
technology cannot speed up a drug’s
clinical trial, this technology has
sped up the discovery process.

Prior to the tour, Hollie Gilroy, direc-
tor of communications for the HINJ,
briefly discussed the life sciences in-
dustry in the state. Ms. Gilroy said that
HINJ expects a reduction of between
500 and 1,000 jobs in the industry
statewide. Ms. Gilroy said that the total
number of jobs in the industry should
stay between 62,000 and 63,000.

“We might be down slightly but not as
much as we thought,” Ms. Gilroy said.

Ms. Gilroy said a final report from
HINJ should be complete in June.

Schering-Plough, HINJ Host
Tour of Research Institute

Freeholders Receive Report
On Tourism Master Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
was given a blueprint last week on
how to develop a plan to capitalize on
the tourism industry.

Bill Gehrman, president of En
Route Consulting of Philadelphia,
said that the $36-billion tourism in-
dustry is the third largest industry in
New Jersey, employing nearly half a
million workers. He said tourists who
stay overnight spend three times as
much money as those who only stay
for the day.

Union County lies between the
Meadowlands Liberty and Middlesex
County Convention and Visitors Bu-
reaus. Atlantic City, South Jersey and
Cape May also have their own visi-
tors bureau.

Among the report’s recommenda-
tion are the establishment of a tour-
ism committee, identification of a
destination marketing organization
to promote Union County, creation
of a printed visitors guide and map,
as well as a tourism website, estab-
lishment of a visitor’s information
phone number and e-mail, starting a
visitor’s shuttle to connect Newark
Liberty International Airport, train
stations and Jersey Gardens to visi-
tor sites.

Mr. Gehrman suggested Union
County establish a “point person” for
the county on tourism and develop
“ongoing communication” with
“stakeholders” on tourism.

He listed Jersey Gardens Mall in
Elizabeth, the largest outlet mall in
New Jersey, downtown Elizabeth,
Liberty Hall Museum and the Rahway
Arts District as major attractions for
the county, all of which are located
within a “19-mile loop” for potential
tourists.

Mr. Gehrman’s report also recom-
mended that the county develop a
plan to turn the annual Four Centu-
ries in a Weekend event into a “tour-
ism product.”

“This (the Union County Tourism
Master Plan) is a realistic plan. It’s
not pie in the sky. This is a Union
County plan,” he told the freeholders.

Freeholder Vice Chairman Al
Mirabella said he was encouraged by
the report.

“I’m looking at this as being the
first step to make Union County as a
destination,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Mr. Gehrman responded that,
“People are coming to Union County.
They just aren’t staying long enough.”

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
said everyone that took part in the
discussions to develop a Union
County tourism plan were “enthusi-
astic.”

En Route was given a $15,000 con-
tract last September to develop the
plan.

In other business, the board re-
viewed requests for resolutions for
tonight’s, May 8, regular board meet-
ing. Among them was a resolution to
increase the contract by $392,800 to
Joseph Jingoli & Sons. Inc. of
Lawrenceville for “site remediation”
of the Veneri Complex on North Av-
enue in Westfield. The new contract,
should the resolution pass, would be
$1.9 million.

Joseph Graziano, director of pub-
lic works and engineering, told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that demoli-
tion of emergency-vehicle storage ga-
rages at the 300 North Avenue site is
set to begin this week. Construction
on a new $10.5 million office build-
ing for county offices and a vehicle-
storage facility is slated to begin by
September. Construction is antici-
pated to take 18 months.

Also considered was a resolution
for an agreement with New Jersey
Transit to secure $1.8 million from
the state Casino Revenue Fund to
transport seniors and the disabled
through the county’s Paratransit sys-
tem.

The board considered a resolution
for a $38,797 contract with C&S Or-
gan Maintenance of Morristown to
repair the pipe organ at the newly
refurbished Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center in Rahway.

The freeholders will vote on the
above resolutions at their regular
meeting tonight at 7 p.m. in the Free-
holders Meeting Room  on the sixth
floor of the Union County Adminis-
tration Building in Elizabeth.

Homer Hall Explored History
With Science and Enthusiasm

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Fellow history buffs
reflected fondly this week on the knowl-
edge and enthusiasm the late Homer Hall
had for the area’s past, and how he brought
it to life for adults and children in interest-
ing and informative ways.

Mr. Hall, a former long-
time resident of both
Westfield and Cranford,
died on April 26 at the age
of 96 in Exeter, N.H., where
he had lived for the past
decade. He had been town
historian for Westfield and
a member of both the
Westfield and Cranford his-
torical societies, with a par-
ticular interest in geneal-
ogy and cartography.

Robert Miller, program
chairman for the Westfield
Historical Society, de-
scribed how Mr. Hall had
given multiple talks to the
organization. His focus,
Mr. Miller noted, was on
the early settlers of
Westfield. Mr. Miller said
Mr. Hall had an extensive knowledge of
the boundaries of Westfield and how they
were established.

“He loved maps, that was the big thing
about Homer,” Mr. Miller told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last Friday. “Homer
would bring a chain and compass to dem-
onstrate how the first settlers would set
boundaries for their property.

Mr. Hall would explain how mistakes
some settlers had made in setting their
boundaries accounted for the crooked-
ness of certain local roads today, Mr.
Miller recalled.

Mr. Hall’s desire to bring history to life
also led him to grow mutton chop whis-
kers for the Cranford Historical Society’s
Bicentennial celebration, and for more
than a decade he portrayed Cranford
founding father Josiah Crane to teach

elementary school children about their
community’s roots.

“He was a very dynamic speaker,” said
Stan Lipson, curator of the Westfield
Historical Society and a teacher of com-
puter science and mathematics at Kean
University. “He was very scientific in his

approach to the study of
history, which I appreci-
ated coming from [a sci-
ence background] myself.”

“If we had an artifact, he
was interested in what kind
of material it was made of,
how did it get [to where it
was found], who brought
it…putting the whole thing
in context, not just looking
at the artifact but how it got
to that place,” Mr. Lipson
explained.

It seemed only natural
that he explored the past as
a scientist. Mr. Hall, who
held a doctoral degree in
chemistry from Ohio State
University, spent 41 years
with Esso Standard Oil of
New Jersey and was
awarded patents during

World War II for the invention of deter-
gent jet fuel. After retirement, he remained
active with the American Society for In-
formation Science and Technology.

While science and history were both
passions for Mr. Hall, he also devoted
himself to his faith, as both a lay leader
and choir member. He additionally en-
joyed music, including opera trips, lend-
ing his talents to the musical stage and
performing with such choirs as the
Westfield Wesley Singers. Mr. Hall also
was involved with the Boy Scouts and
shared many activities with his family.

Mr. Hall’s wife, Juliet McCarrell Leiper
Hall, predeceased him in July of 2006. A
son, David Arnold Hall, and a brother,
Newman Arnold Hall, also predeceased
him. Surviving are a son, three daughters,
seven grandchildren, 16 great-grandchil-
dren and a sister.

Great work through tiny openings.

Expert minimally invasive surgery at OverlookHospital.
An incredibly small incision.  That’s all it takes for our surgeons to open arteries, remove 

gall bladders, and routinely perform most types of surgery, including weight loss.  We’re 

the first primary angioplasty site in the state.  And one of the first hospitals in the state 

to treat stroke patients using the FDA cleared minimally invasive Merci® Retriever.  By

employing these procedures, we can help our patients experience less pain and faster

recoveries, with many going home the same day.  We start out small.  So you get big results.

For a referral to a surgeon using minimally invasive techniques call 866-412-1860. For more
information or to sign up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

‘Watchdog’ Wants to See UCIA Legal Bills

Homer Hall

CRANFORD — The Union County
Watchdog Association (UCWA) announced
in a statement that it has retained attorney to
file a complaint with the state’s Government
Records Council against the Union County
Improvement Authority (UCIA): “This ac-
tion has been brought because the records
custodian of the UCIA, Charlotte DeFilippo,
who is the executive director of the UCIA as
well as the chairman of the Union County
Democratic Committee, has violated the
Open Public Records Act (OPRA) by re-
dacting nearly all of the information in law
firm invoices totaling $64,624for UCIA’s
legal work and by not providing a specific,
legal basis for doing so.” UCWA said it
“routinely” obtains the UCIA’s bills lists and
posts them on its website.

“We ordinarily don’t ask to review
legal bills, there are so many of them, but
these two submitted at the end of the year
caught my eye,” said Tina Renna, UCWA

president. “The amounts – $28,529 and
$36,095, respectively, for a total of
$64,624 – seemed rather high to be marked
‘general file’ and not assigned to a spe-
cific UCIA project.”

“Given the knowledge that the taxpay-
ers are footing the bill for DeFilippo’s
lawsuit, which was brought by a county
employee who alleges DeFilippo rou-
tinely intermingles her political business
as the Union County Democratic Chair-
man with the management of county gov-
ernment, I thought a closer look at these
legal bills was in order,” Ms. Renna said.

UCWA reports that records obtained
from the UCIA through the OPRA re-
quest show that the law firm DeCotiis,
FitzPatrick, Cole and Wisler was paid
$1,306,634 in 2007 and $1,085,552 in
2006. This includes $41,879 to
defendMs. DeFilippo in an employee
lawsuit, which is ongoing.

See more government
reports on page 8


