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POLICE BLOTTER

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 68th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Peerless - Travelers of NJ

Selective - Progressive

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PERFECT TOGETHER…Last month, the Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
celebrated its 25th birthday at the Plainfield Country Club. Former Governor
Thomas Kean attended the gala, which serves as the primary fundraiser for the
WSO, and remarked that “The Westfield Symphony Orchestra and New Jersey
are perfect together.” Pictured, from left to right, are: Mark Fleder, president of
the board of trustees; Jane Kelly, gala chairman and WSO member; Jane Francz,
gala chairman; Gov. Kean, distinguished honorary chairman; and Carolyn
Fleder, gala chairman.

IRON CHEFS...Westfield Business people line up to participate in the D.A.R.E.
‘Iron Chef’ dining events to take place in May and June. D.A.R.E. helps kids avoid
drugs, gangs and violence. The public is invitied to join in. For more information,
call the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC) at (908) 233-3021.
Pictured, left to right, are: John Moretti of TOPLINE Appliance Center, WACC
Director Naomi McElynn, Stacy Weinman and Westfield Police Officer and
D.A.R.E. Instructor Gary Moore.

D.A.R.E. ‘Iron Chef’
Cook-off Dining

WESTFIELD — The first D.A.R.E.
to Dine event to raise money for kids
to avoid involvement in drugs, gangs
and violence will be held this month.

This event is a cook-off with chefs
from local restaurants competing for
the title of “top chef.” Chefs will be
judged on presentation, creativeness
and taste.

The cook-offs will be Monday, May
12; Monday, May 19 and Monday,
June 2. The public is invited. Tickets
entitle diners to sample appetizers,
entrees and desserts and vote for their
favorite chef at the end of the night.
Beer, wine, soda and hors d’oeuvres
are included. Attendees must be at
least 21 years old. Tickets are $30 per
person for one night (May 12 or 19),
$50 per person for the first two nights
and $100 per person for all three
nights.

For more information and tickets,
contact Naomi McElynn at (908) 233-
3021 or visit the Westfield Chamber of
Commerce, located at 173 Elm St.,
third floor.

Happy Mother’s Day

Courtesy of R. Brian Dunlap
TRUCK BLAZE...A truck at a construction site in Westfield was completely
destroyed by fire on April 29.

Fire Incinerates Box Truck
At Westfield Construction Site

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A box truck doing
insulation work at a Westfield con-
struction site caught fire, Tuesday
afternoon, April 29, incinerating the
vehicle.

The fire started at 5:20 p.m. and
was called in to the Westfield Fire
Department minutes later. The truck,
parked adjacent to the construction
site, 757 Norman Place, was carrying
insulation materials, tar and water-
proofing products, all of which are
“extremely flammable,” according to
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly.

When firefighters arrived, the ve-
hicle was “fully engulfed in flames,”

and the fire took 15 minutes to extin-
guish.

A Union County Fire Investiga-
tion Taskforce determined that the
cause of the fire was “electrical in
nature.”

One construction worker received
minor burns to his arm and was treated
on the scene by the Westfield Rescue
Squad.

In addition, as construction work-
ers relocated machinery that was
“in the line of fire,” the construc-
tion site sustained damage. A con-
struction worker, attempting to
move a backhoe away from the fire,
backed the vehicle into the front of
the foundation.

PAPAL VISIT…Students at Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains on
April 22 planted a tree in honor of Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to the United States.
Pictured is the Environment Club Executive Board, along with moderator
William Boyar, far left, and Associate Principal Karen Piasecki, far right.

Pointing to the potential of gener-
ating $30,000 a year each for up to
two contracts, Mr. Tomkins said, “It
is an item of revenue at a time when
we need revenue.”

Mr. Tomkins said at least two cell
phone companies have expressed an
“interest” in using Fanwood’s tower
(one wants a five-year deal that could
provide $100,000 up front); however,
he said the borough needs approval
from the state because the tower (near
Borough Hall) is located within the
borough’s historic district.

Mayor Mahr said she wants the
borough’s attorney to work with the
state to resolve the issue.

“We need to move on that…pretty
quickly,” she said.

In the meantime, borough officials
are trying to determine how to offset
the impact of increasing gasoline
prices on the budget. Mr. Tomkins
said $60,000 was budgeted for fuel
this year, but the actual number will
likely be about $74,000.

“This is directly related to prices
[at the pump]; there’s nothing we can
do about it,” he said.

However, borough officials this
week are preparing to hear from the
police and public works departments
on options for reducing expenses at
the department level, and fuel costs
are expected to be part of the discus-
sions.

Mr. Tomkins said fuel usage by the
borough police department increased
by about 3,000 gallons after a 2005
ordinance took effect; the ordinance
allows, for a fee, off-duty police ve-
hicles and personnel at road construc-
tion sites or other similar locations.
He said the patrol cars must be kept
running when in use at these sites

with the emergency lights also flash-
ing.

Mr. Tomkins said this generated
about $19,000 in revenue for the bor-
ough last year, but he said, “Maybe
the $100 charged for the price of the
[police] car is not enough; we may
need to re-examine that and ask the
police department to explain.”

Mayor Mahr said she would like
the police chief to discuss the fuel
usage issue with the governing body
in more detail.

“We’ve got to really watch [fuel
costs]; that’s a big line item in the
budget,” Mr. Tomkins said.

Borough officials are also analyz-
ing options for delaying or extending
capital projects in light of the budget
picture.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
said delaying the Helen Street recon-
struction project is one idea being
considered.

Following the public portion of
Monday night’s meeting, the govern-
ing body went into executive session
“to talk about matters relating to col-
lective bargaining agreements and
matters relating to public safety and
property,” Mayor Mahr said.

After all budget deliberations are
complete and final state aid numbers
come in this summer, a final public
hearing is planned for mid-July prior
to adoption.

Given that time frame, the borough
plans to mail out estimated third quar-
ter tax bills next month, which will be
due on August 1.
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Fanwood Budget

Health Board to Meet
On New Health Officer

WESTFIELD — A Joint Meeting
of the Boards of Health affiliated
with the Westfield Regional Health
Department has been scheduled for
Thursday, May 15, at 7 p.m., for the
purpose of discussion regarding the
transition to the new health officer,
Megan Cornish, as well as other top-
ics of mutual interest. Ms. Cornish
has been serving as the department’s
public health nursing supervisor.

Ms. Cornish replaces Robert Sherr,
who is retiring after many years as of
Friday, May 16.

The meeting will be held in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street. The room is located in front of
the building on the first floor.

The regional department serves
Westfield, Garwood, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Roselle Park, Spring-
field and Summit.
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Muhlenberg Hospital
thoughtful and concerned citizens can
change the world,” he added.

Amidst the emotions of the night,
the board remained composed, but
clearly felt the intensity of the ex-
changes. At the end of the session, the
board promised to see if another pub-
lic meeting could be scheduled so
more residents would have the oppor-
tunity to speak.

Activists said they were not wait-
ing for an answer. The Plainfield
branch of the People’s Organization
for Progress (POP), said it handed out
thousands of fliers calling on resi-
dents to attend the meeting.

“Despite the serious issue that
brought us together, it was a wonder-
ful night for Plainfield,” said
Lawrence Hamm, POP’s chairman.
He applauded the unity he observed
across racial, religious and social lines
— all in an effort to, in his words,
“save an institution central to
Plainfield.”

“We got to find a way out of this –
the hospital can be saved,” he added.
“Keep it open to allow people to find
a solution.”

Some said Solaris was already
moving equipment out of the hospital
in preparation for the closure and
transfer of patients to JFK Medical
Center.

“I saw them moving equipment
last night after 10 p.m.,” said Marvin
Palmer of Plainfield.

Plainfield Mayor Sharon Robinson-
Briggs spoke of the “tremendous out-
cry” from the public resulting from
the closure plans. She said her office
has received more than 2,500 letters
on the issue. She called for another
public forum, so residents could be

heard. She showed a letter, dated April
3, that she had written to Governor
Jon Corzine asking for financial as-
sistance to keep the hospital open.

In the letter, she suggested to con-
duct “an annual forensic audit” of the
hospital and called for the establish-
ment of an “advisory health commis-
sion to provide quarterly reports to
the state, the hospital’s board of di-
rectors and Solaris Health Systems
on Muhlenberg’s finances. She said it
should consist of local legislators,
mayors, representatives of hospitals
currently on stable ground, and com-
munity representatives.

She said she has yet to receive a
response from the governor’s office,
but appreciated the support she has
received from local leaders like Mayor
Charles Butrico of South Plainfield
and Mayor Colleen Mahr of Fanwood.

Plainfield resident Olive Lynch has
started a group called “Buy
Muhlenberg” and said she would like
to see the community purchase the
hospital in order to keep it open. She
says the group has raised over $95,000
in the last two weeks from private
citizens and is developing a report it
plans to send to the governor.

Community organizers plan to dis-
cuss the status of Muhlenberg at a
forum with the Human & Civil Rights
Association of New Jersey on
Wednesday at the Plainfield Public
Library.

There is a rally planned at the state-
house in Trenton today, May 8, and a
meeting at the DuCret School of Arts
in Plainfield this Monday, May 12.

Next Saturday, May 17, there is a
noontime march and rally planned in
Plainfield.
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SP Council Agrees on
6.25 Percent Tax Hike

Westfield
Monday, April 28, Merih Yavuz, 22,

of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a traffic warrant
issued by Westfield. He posted $500
and was released pending a court date.

Monday, April 28, a diamond en-
gagement ring and a diamond tennis
bracelet were reported stolen from a
bedroom at a residence on the 600 block
of Shackamaxon Drive. The total value
of the missing jewelry is approximately
$28,200.

Tuesday, April 29, a Middletown resi-
dent reported the theft of her red 1997
Honda Civic from a parking lot on the
500 block of Central Avenue, which
occurred sometime between April 23
and 28.

Wednesday, April 30, Lawrence
Ruziecki, III, 24, of Westfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding South Amboy
criminal warrant after a motor vehicle
stop at Central Avenue and Massachu-
setts Street. He was released after post-
ing $266 bail.

Saturday, May 3, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations on Central
Avenue, Fernando DeJesus, 27, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on outstand-
ing motor vehicle warrants from
Woodbridge and Clark, with bail
amounts of $750 and $500, respectively.
DeJesus was released after processing
and posting bail.

Sunday, May 4, 12 motor vehicles
that were parked on the 200 block of
Prospect Street were reported vandal-
ized between the hours of 9 p.m. on May
3 and 9 a.m. on May 4. Someone used a
key to damage the paint on each of the
vehicles, according to police.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, May 1, a resident of Grand

Street reported that a neighbor yelled
profanities at her after she parked her
car in front of the neighbor’s house.

Thursday, May 1, McCloud Bellevue,
31, of Newark was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after being stopped for
a motor vehicle violation. He was trans-
ported to headquarters where he was
processed and released, police said.

Friday, May 2, a resident of Jersey
City reported that a driver of another
vehicle stopped in front of her vehicle at
the intersection of Park Avenue and
Mountain Avenue. According to police,
the driver got out of the car, yelled
profanities at her and drove off.

Friday, May 2, a student at Terrill
Middle School reported that someone
removed her cell phone, valued at $250,
from her locker.

Friday, May 2, Kenroy Campbell, 26,
of Newark was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation. He was trans-

ported to headquarters where he was
processed and released, police said.

Saturday, May 3, a student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School reported
that someone removed her cell phone,
valued at $400, from her bag in the
female locker room.

Saturday, May 3, a gas station atten-
dant at a Route 22 gas station reported
that a driver of a vehicle received $35
worth of gas and then fled without pay-
ing.

Mountainside
Tuesday, April 29, Bander Abuattieh,

25, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested for
driving with a suspended license after
being stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. According to police, he was also
charged with outstanding warrants out
of Dunellen and North Bergen.

Sunday, May 4, an attendant at a
Route 22 gas station reported that a
driver of a vehicle asked the attendant
for cigarettes and then fled without pay-
ing the $6.25. According to police, the
attendant was able to retrieve the
suspect’s license plate number.

Sunday, May 4, an employee at a
Route 22 restaurant reported that some-
one ordered a meal and then fled with-
out paying for it. According to police,
the employee was able to find the man in
the parking lot, at which time he gave
the employee a bankcard and asked the
employee to charge the meal to it. The
card was declined and the suspect fled
before the employee returned with the
invalid credit card, police said.

jected when the council began its bud-
get meetings in mid-March, and result
in an eight-point, or 5.5 percent, in-
crease in the municipal portion of prop-
erty taxes. A tax point in Scotch Plains
equates to $99,505 in spending.

Councilman Glover proposed even
more aggressive revenue projections
and sharper budget cuts in several
areas. Earlier this year, in a letter to
local newspapers, he said the council’s
“number one objective should be not
to raise taxes and even consider pos-
sibly lowering them.”

Mr. Atkins warned the council
against being too aggressive in an-
ticipating revenue this year, saying it
could lead to a much lower surplus in
2009, when the council will face an-
other difficult budget scenario with
mandated costs rising sharply. Mr.
Glover’s goal of a property tax hike of
less than eight points could result in
much higher tax rates next year, Mr.
Atkins said. He called the eight-point
proposal “way too aggressive,” say-
ing it was “not good financial policy.”

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said it was important to “keep budgets
as stable as possible” by avoiding “big
fluctuations” in property tax increases.
If next year’s surplus doesn’t regener-
ate as much as hoped, the township
could then face an even larger tax hike,
she said, especially if this year’s in-
crease is especially low. That, she said,
would be “unfair to the taxpayers.”

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss said
that Mr. Atkins, who is retiring this
summer after 28 years as manager,
“knows the most [about the budget]
in this room. I’ll be damned if I’m
going to second guess him.” Like
Mrs. Malool and Mrs. Coronato, Mr.
Strauss said he could support a nine-
point, or 6.25 percent, increase.

State aid cuts are projected to total
$271,000, or nearly three tax points.
Discounting those three points would

mean a six-point, or 4 percent, in-
crease in the municipal tax rate, Mayor
Marks pointed out.

Earlier in the meeting, the mayor
expressed his hope for a unanimous
consensus on the budget, but admit-
ted it would be “foolhardy” to believe
that will happen. Mr. Glover, who
voted against last year’s budget and is
running for mayor against Mrs.
Malool, said he could not support the
eight-point increase initially proposed
by Mrs. Malool. At several points
during the discussions, the mayor and
Mr. Glover clashed, particularly about
last week’s budget meeting when the
mayor had asked Mr. Glover for spe-
cifics on where he would make
changes to the budget. Eventually,
the mayor adjourned that meeting
when he was dissatisfied with Mr.
Glover’s response.

The mayor this week said Mr.
Glover’s actions were “déjà vu all
over again,” given Mr. Glover’s be-
havior during budget sessions in 2007
and this year. At one point, when
Mayor Marks told Mr. Glover he had
been given the chance to present de-
tailed proposals on budget alterations,
Richard Samuel, the Democratic Party
chairman and a candidate for town-
ship council, muttered an
expletive.The mayor warned him that
another outburst would result in Mr.
Samuel being asked to leave the room.
Several minutes later, during another
back-and-forth between the mayor and
Mr. Glover, Mr. Samuel stood up and
said, “I’m taking my last [expletive]
and walking out.” As he left the room,
he clapped the mayor on his shoulder.

The mayor told Mr. Samuel that if
he touched him again, he would
“touch you back.” “You want to hit an
old man?” Mr. Samuel asked him.
When the mayor told Mr. Samuel to
“get lost,” Mr. Glover loudly criti-
cized the mayor for his actions.

garage was a violation of the side
yard setback requirements. All the
other issues were “neighbor-to-neigh-
bor issues.”

Board member Tim Livolsi said he
could not support the application,
describing the garage as “large,”
“overwhelming” and “not an appro-
priate fit” for the property.

The board also approved two vari-
ances for fences that will exceed the
maximum allowable height.

Christopher and Lindsay DeMasi
of 1 Nicole Court received approval
for a six-foot-high fence. Sheldon
Webster of 518 Hunter Avenue re-
ceived the board’s approval for a six-
foot-high fence for his backyard. In
both neighborhoods, fences are gen-
erally not allowed to exceed a height
of four feet.
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SP Plan Bd.
Meeting

was a desire to meet with interested
parties to determine a course of ac-
tion to share the cost if such a fee
would be charged.

A recent change to the state’s con-
struction code permits municipalities
to charge a fee for plan reviews due to
changes (initial review is covered by
permit costs). In order to pass along
their costs, a municipality must pass
an ordinance. The council requested
an ordinance be drafted.

New state Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) rules are opposed
by the council, and Mr. Estis described
these rules as the only time in his
career that he has seen rules that no
one likes. Mayor Mahr noted that the
League of Municipalities is opposed
to these rules and is requesting pledges
from members to fund a legal fight.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood


