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WHS Community Awakens ‘@ Dawn’
To Sound of School’s First Hip-Hop Group

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — At Westfield
High School (WHS), Keith Hurtt
and Hugo Nolasco could be consid-
ered “jocks.”

Both are members of the basket-
ball, football and track teams, with
Hugo lettering in football and bas-
ketball. But they also have a musical
side and comprise the school’s only
hip-hop group, Kid Prodigy, which
the two created last summer.

“We didn’t have DJ equipment
originally, so we recorded songs on
our cell phones,” recalled Keith, who
raps and sings.

“We’ve also taken instrumentals
from other artists and rapped over
them, before we learned how to make
our own beats,” Keith added. “We
tried to do lesser-known songs, so
people wouldn’t think we couldn’t
make our own beats.”

With Keith rapping and Hugo
deejaying, the group was able to record
a mini-album, “Fresh @ Dawn,” and
distribute it through the school and on
MySpace (myspace.com/freshatdawn)
and Facebook.

Keith added, “We also tried to put
them out through [Westfield music
shop] Sound Station, but we had
issues with the pricing. But they sold
well at the school; we put out about
eight copies.” Keith also said that a
French teacher at the school enjoyed
the group’s music.

The single “She’s Got It Twisted”
had even made its way to number
one on ArtistServer.com, a music-
sharing site.

The group has also had offers to
play at Garwood’s Crossroads, a club
traditionally associated with blues
music. Keith described the opportu-
nity to play there as an “interesting
and new” experience.

Lyrically, Kid Prodigy stays
away from the violent aspects of
modern hip-hop and writes what
they know.

“We grew up in Westfield,” Keith
said. “It’s not that hardcore.” The
group’s subject matter ranges from
girl problems (both imagined and

real), getting up at 6 a.m. for school
and “real life.”

The aforementioned “Twisted” is
about a girl breaking up with a guy
over rumors and gossip. Another
song, “Breath,” is about a boy who
has a crush on a girl oblivious to his
pining.

Kid Prodigy is also against “whack
rap,” which they define as “guys like
Lil Wayne, Fat Joe and Rick Ross,
who rap about the same themes over
and over.”

The group takes inspiration from
classic hip-hop like Run DMC and
LL Cool J, and modern artists Kanye
West and Lupe Fiasco.

“Run DMC were able to mix dif-
ferent genres of music, and LL writes
about what he feels,” Keith said.

“Kanye doesn’t insult people in
his songs, and if he does, it’s a joke,”
he added. “Lupe really writes about
what he knows. He wrote a whole
song about sitting in class and day-
dreaming.”

Keith also admitted that the
group’s age, both 16 years old, pre-
sents some limitations.

“We can only go as far as our
parents allow. I’ve done songs that
my father said were offensive, and I
threw them away. I try really hard
not to be offensive.”

Kid Prodigy has managed to cre-
ate a name for themselves at school,
while staying above spewing ven-
omous lyrics.

Since receiving his DJ equipment
just last Christmas, Hugo has al-
ready been called better then 4B, a
seasoned DJ whom he found inspi-
rational.

However, Hugo said that he and
4B “don’t have arguments or fights
about it.”

Jimmy, a WHS student, has chal-
lenged them to a rap battle, but Kid
Prodigy said they do not “take it
seriously.”

Kid Prodigy performed at WHS
on April 25 and will spend the sum-
mer recording new material.

They are also working on a new
“mix tape” of their older material.
However, Keith has other events on
the horizon.

“I’m going to college for music,
and we aren’t set on being ‘huge,’”
he said. “I’m sure we could, but for
right now, we’d be happy just play-
ing club shows.”

Beale Street Love Wins
Over Crossroads Audience

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Roselle Park has
never been a hotbed for popular mu-
sic, but since the arrival of Beale
Street Love two years ago, that might
begin to change.

Last month, on a Saturday night, the
five-piece band of 20-somethings took
part in a benefit for the Leukemia/
Lymphoma Society Hike for Discov-
ery, along with the Atmosferics and
Summerkill at Garwood’s Crossroads.

Placed between jam and metal
bands, Beale Street Love won over the
crowd by the first few songs played, as
singer Andrew Santora joyfully ban-
tered with those in attendance.

Andrew, who moved around the stage
with the slinky dance moves of a Mick
Jagger-in-training, put no barriers be-

tween his band and the audience, en-
gaging the crowd between every song
and, in some cases, during them.

He even performed a playful strip-
tease, removing his shirt and calling
for a “sexy bass line” as he revealed
his undershirt.

The rest of Beale Street Love –gui-
tarist/vocalist Chris Meagher, guitarist
Steve McCutcheon, bassist John
Michael Santora, and drummer Ryan
McNulty – kept to a brilliantly sloppy
minimalist style, reminiscent of the early
Rolling Stones or The Faces, with Billy
Joel thrown in for good measure.

After the intense and skillful jam-
ming of Atmospherics, it was a thrill
to hear a rock-solid 4/4 groove, un-
complicated chords, and tasteful so-
los, which most bands have forgotten
about in the endless search for the

‘next level.’
While the band’s style did cause

some songs to blend together, Beale
Street’s performance and enthusiasm
made up for it.

The crowd enjoyed every minute
of the performance, calling out for
songs during breaks, applauding when
Mr. Meagher came on to sing, and
taking part in the band’s sing-along
for John’s birthday. The bassist jok-
ingly requested the song be quick,
after blowing out a ceramic candle.

After the band’s performance, The
Westfield Leader and The Times in-
terviewed band members, who com-
mented on the bond between them-
selves and the audience.

Behar Reveals Her Views
At Rahway’s Arts Center

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Most know Joy
Behar as a co-host of ABC’s “The
View.” She is the only host, other than
Barbara Walters, to remain on the
show since its inception in 1997.

Star Jones was ousted. Rosie

O’Donnell stepped down after a tab-
loid-laden year. Lisa Ling left to pursue
journalistic endeavors in world news,
and Meredith Vieira took over Katie
Couric’s top job at “The Today Show.”

Through it all, Behar stands strong.
Maybe she’s just kept herself under
the radar. Maybe she has dirt on

Walters. Whatever it is, Behar is
stumped.

“It’s a mystery I really can’t ex-
plain it,” Behar said during a recent
telephone interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “Maybe it’s
because I’m a comedienne, and the
audience likes that.”

On Saturday, May 3, audiences can
hear this redheaded firecracker go off
on her views when she performs live
at the newly renovated Union County
Performing Arts Center in Rahway.

She will not reveal details about
her act (although she does disclose
that she talks about herself), but if it is
anything like her day job, it is certain
to include rants on women’s issues
and politics.

Recently, Senator John McCain (R-
Ariz.), the presumptive Republican
Presidential nominee, was a guest on
the daily gabfest. Who would have
predicted that a comedienne and day-
time television personality could get
this seasoned politician to start stum-
bling over his words.

Behar, a self-proclaimed liberal,
said to Senator McCain that both he
and President George W. Bush (whom
she called “one of the worst Presi-
dents we ever had” on the episode)
were similar.

Then, she proceeded to point out
their views on tax cuts, war and abor-
tion, and Senator McCain could not
refute the claim with a succinct re-
sponse. The episode was even spot-
lighted for his lackluster rebuttal on
the Fox News Channel and “Hardball
with Chris Matthews” on MSNBC.

Aside from her TV gig, regular
stand-up acts and occasional book
writing, the 65-year-old comedienne
spends time in her Manhattan resi-
dence and Long Island “country
home” with her boyfriend of 25 years,
Steve Janowitz.

When asked how she likes to spend
her limited free time, the comedienne
said she “likes to do what any person
likes to do” – go out to dinner, have
parties, swim in her pool.

If she is feeling lucky during her
visit to the Garden State, she may
head south to Atlantic City to gamble.
She said she also frequents the many
outlet malls New Jersey has to offer
and enjoys shopping for antiques in
Lambertville.

The TV star also enjoys New
Jersey’s favorite son – “The Boss” –
and has seen Springsteen at the Mead-
owlands a couple of times.

As Behar drives across the river to
the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway, how does she feel?
She quips, “I can barely contain my-
self. I just love to drive past the prison
and see all of my fans.”

For all of her other fans, who do not
already have reservations at the East
Jersey State Prison, tickets are avail-
able by calling the Union County
Performing Arts Center at (732) 499-
8226, visiting the box office at 1601
Irving Street in Rahway from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday or
logging on to ucpac.org.

Coronation Anthems
Handel

Organ Concerto in G minor 
Rheinberger

 Adagio for Organ & Strings
 Albinoni

The Saint Paul’s Choir
WITH MEMBERS OF

THE NEW JERSEY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Charles M. Banks, conductor

Sunday, May 4th at 7:00 P.M.

$15 suggested donation at the door

Saint Paul’s  Episcopal  Church
414 EAST BROAD STREET WESTFIELD NEW JERSEY

908-232-8506 EXT. 17

St. Paul’s Concert Promises
To Be ‘Handel’d’ with Care
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, May 4,

at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield, the St. Paul’s Church Choir
will present its 22nd annual spring con-
cert.

All four of Handel’s Coronation
Anthems will be performed by the choir,
in concert with players from the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra (NJSO).

In addition to the Biblically in-

spired Coronation Anthems – parts of
which have been played at every En-
glish monarch’s coronation since
Handel composed them in 1727 –
attendees will hear St. Paul’s organ,
with its four manuals, 55 pipe ranks,
and 114 digital voices.

To demonstrate both the organ and
his own talent, on May 4, multi-award-
winning church organist Andrew
Henderson will perform two major com-
positions, The Organ Concerto in G
minor by Joseph Gabriel Rheinberger
and the Adagio for Organ and Strings,
attributed to Tomaso Giovanni Albinoni,
an Italian contemporary of Handel.

Mr. Henderson comes to St. Paul’s
with degrees in music from Cambridge
and Yale Universities, as well as The

Juilliard School of Music.
Concertmaster Brennan Sweet will

preside over NJSO’s string section on
May 4. Mr. Sweet has performed as
concertmaster for regional Indiana or-
chestras since 1986 and as associate
concertmaster and acting concertmas-
ter with the NJSO since 1994.

Concert Conductor Charles Banks
will lead the singers and instrumental-

ists. The Minister of Music at St. Paul’s
since 1986, Mr. Banks, during his ten-
ure at St. Paul’s, has conducted more
than 40 works for choir with soloists
and instrumentalists, including mem-
bers of the Metropolitan Opera and
New York City Opera.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

The concert starts promptly at 7
p.m. The suggested donation is $15.
Older children are welcome, and
babysitting for tots is provided. After
the performance, all are invited to
attend a gala reception in the church
hall.

For more information, call (908) 232-
8506, extension 10.

SPRING TIME CONCERT... During St. Paul’s Church Choir’s 22nd annual spring
concert, concertmaster Brennan Sweet, left, will preside over NJSO’s string section,
and church organist Andrew Henderson will perform two major compositions.

MusicFest Expands
To Friday, Saturday

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, in con-
junction with main sponsor Overlook
Hospital, has announced that
MusicFest ’08 will take place over
the course of two days – Friday, Sep-
tember 5, from 4 to 10 p.m., and
Saturday, September 6, from 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m., at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford.

Last year, MusicFest drew more
than 50,00 attendees, and more are

expected this year. This year’s two-
day event will once again feature
expanded opportunities for musical
entertainment as an additional stage
has been added; also, the Kids King-
dom has moved to a larger location,
the walkathon will return, and a 5 K
race for charity will be added.

The walkathon and 5 K race will
precede Saturday’s festivities at 8 a.m.,
benefiting the Love Hope Strength
Foundation and the Valerie Fund.

CONTINUED: BEALE STREET25

SHOWING THEM ‘LOVE...’ Audiences at Crossroads in Garwood enjoy the musical stylings of Beale Street Love, a five-
piece band from Roselle Park that has performed on the same bill as Chuck Berry and whose tastes range from Leadbelly
to Marvin Gaye.
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