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Membership tickets not honored on Benefit nights
May 9 Benefit Performance for Soroptimists of Westfield at higher price

Call  908.232.9568   For membership & Group Sales
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, 

a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the

Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs 

Since 1934Since 1934

Reserved Seating - All Curtain times 8 PM

Box Office: 908.232.1221 Opens 1 week before show

“Starting Here, Starting Now”
A Musical Revue

Music by David Shire, Lyrics by Richard Maltby

Authors of the musicals “Baby” and “big”
May 3, *9, 10, 16, 17, 30 & 31 

Single Tickets $20

*

Community Players Close Out
Season with Starting Here…

WESTFIELD – Director Linda
Correll of Westfield Community Play-
ers (WCP) has the cast in final re-
hearsals for the musical revue Start-
ing Here, Starting Now, which opens
Saturday, May 3, at 8 p.m.

The Richard Maltby Jr. and David
Shire musical continues Friday and
Saturday evenings, May 9, 10, 16, 17,
30 and 31, in the WCP theater at 1000
North Avenue West.

For more information, call (908)
232-1221.

All tickets are reserved at $20, with
a benefit performance for the
Soroptimists on May 9, at higher
prices. Please note that all non-mem-
ber tickets must be pre-paid to secure
a reservation. Call the box office for
ticket availability.

In this collaboration, the authors of
Broadway musicals Baby and big

explore the excitement of young love
and the confusion of growing up.

This journey takes a winsome cast
of three through the maze of modern
relationships with its heart firmly on
its sleeve. As with all of Maltby and
Shire’s work, each song is an original
story, showcasing the versatility and
charisma of its performer.

Musical director Mary Beth McFall
and Choreographer Barbara Greco-
Brady have the cast of Jeff Dopson,
Kaye Gonzales and Tracey Lynne
Haskell (Garwood) delivering tender
ballads, husband-hunting laments,
wry comments on trendy marriages
and enjoying a shouting-from-the-
rooftops celebration of life and love.

Producer Kay Macrae and Stage
Manager Lynn Lampariello provide
the backstage support for the final
production of the season.

Exhibit Heightens
Perceptions of ‘Home’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – “Home: Pages From Our
Lives,” an exhibit sponsored by the Book
Arts Roundtable at the Maplewood Arts
Center in Maplewood, encouraged
guests to use more than one sense to
experience the meaning of “home.”

Ninety-two books were part of the
exhibit, including the work of Shari
Seltzer and Francesca Azzara of
Westfield, Cynthia Weiss of
Mountainside, Paula Ehrich and Tho-
mas Francisco of Cranford and Vasileki
(Bess) Birrell of Fanwood.

Guests viewing the display were in-
vited to touch the exhibit pieces after
donning white gloves.

The ability to experience the tactile
along with the visual served to heighten
the viewer’s perception of the various
emotions associated with the word
“home.”

Ms. Birrell’s “Beauty Imagined” was
created using paper made from baked
banana skins and included torn pieces
of Greek newspapers.

Ms. Seltzer’s inspirational mixed
media, “on the doorposts,” took its name
from the Jewish blessing that contains
the words “inscribe it on the doorposts
of your homes…”

Ms. Seltzer also contributed “Me-
dium Rare,” three panels of mixed-
media work depicting a barbeque scene.

One of the most intriguing pieces of
art shown at the exhibit, “Home Work”
by Jean Stufflebeem, was created from
a penmanship book titled “The Natural

System of Vertical Writing.” The book
dates from the late 1800s, and it con-
tained repeated drills of precise script
writing done in black pen.

Ms. Stufflebeem added a mixture of
collage and stamp art to the repetitious
writing. In doing so, she immortalized
the penmanship of the anonymous stu-
dent forever.

“This has been an exciting show, a
wonderful way to showcase a combi-
nation of craft and art,” said Ms. Weiss
of Mountainside, who curated the ex-
hibit.

Ms. Weiss’ contribution to the ex-
hibit – a trace monotype and encaustic
on panels, entitled “Home on
Knightsbridge” – depicts her
Mountainside home.

Established in 2000, The Book Arts
Roundtable is based at the Baird, the
center for the South Orange Depart-
ment of Recreation and Cultural Af-
fairs.

The group consists of painters,
printmakers, potters, photographers, pa-
permakers, fiber artists and graphic
designers.

According to the Roundtable, its
members share a love of paper and
books, and are dedicated to the use of
the book as a means of expression, as
well as the challenge of combining
paper and books into original and com-
pelling works of art.

For more information on The Book
Arts Roundtable, contact Karen
McDermott at (973) 761-7151 or
billch@optonline.net.

Former SP Resident Fights
Disease in the Lab and Out

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK – By day, Clark resident
Rebecca Goski is an associate scientist
at Schering-Plough whose primary re-
sponsibility is to develop antibodies for
vaccines.

However, Ms.
Goski’s commit-
ment to medical sci-
ence extends out-
side the lab as well.

Soon, she will
join others from the
Union County
community on a trip
out West, where
they will raise
money for the Leu-
kemia and Lym-
phoma Society
(LLS) by partici-
pating in a Hike for
Discovery in the
Grand Canyon.

More than
712,000 Americans
currently suffer
from some form of
blood cancer.

As part of her
commitment to the
Hike for Discovery
program, Ms.
Goski has pledged to raise $4500 in
donations to benefit the Westfield chap-
ter of LLS.

Although this is Ms. Goski’s first trip
with LLS to the Grand Canyon, it is her
third LLS fundraising event.

She first became involved with LLS
in May 2004, when she began training
for the Virginia Beach half marathon,
which she ran that September with her
friend, Pete, whose leukemia was in
remission.

The 28-year-old graduate of Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School next par-
ticipated in the San Diego full mara-
thon in June 2005.

She is fully committed to LLS’s mis-
sion to cure blood cancers.

So far, Ms. Goski’s participation in
the three fundraisers has netted LLS
more than $10,000.

“Since I became involved with LLS
in 2004, there have been new drugs

developed, and the
probability of sur-
viving leukemia,
l y m p h o m a ,
Hodgkin’s Disease
and myeloma has
significantly in-
creased,” she said.

“I have met so
many individuals
who have had [these
diseases]. They are
all my inspirations,
and they are what
keep me going,” she
continued.

“They are alive
today because of the
treatments avail-
able and the ad-
vancements in sci-
ence and medica-
tions due to re-
search that the LLS
funds,” she said.

And while strides
against blood can-

cers have been made, Ms. Goski knows
that more needs to be done.

“I, sadly, lost an extended relative to
leukemia this past December. I am hik-
ing in honor of her this year. She’ll be
the wings that carry me, I’m sure,” she
said.

Jill Naughton of Westfield, who com-
pleted a Hike for Discovery at the Grand
Canyon last year, and who will also be
part of this year’s hike, is mentoring
Ms. Goski.

Anyone wishing to support Ms.
Goski’s efforts by making a donation to
LLS can do so by logging on to
active.com/donate/hfdnonj/hfdRGoski.

TAKE A HIKE...Rebecca Goski, 28, a
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, will join others from the
Union County community on a trip out
West, where they will raise money for
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society
(LLS) by participating in a Hike for
Discovery in the Grand Canyon.

“We make our music as a collabora-
tion, and it should be that way on stage,”
John said.

John, who works as a special-needs
teacher, further added, “Everyone
contributed to the music.”

Chris added, “There’s no point in
making music that’s totally about one
person in a band, and there’s no point
in performing music that only mat-
ters to the band. The audience came
to have a good time, and when we
perform, we want the audience to feel
a part of our songs, so we need to
respect that.”

When asked about their style, the
band recalled how they began play-
ing punk-rock and emo (“emotion-
ally charged” punk-rock music) but
“grew out of it” and began to explore
other varieties of music, leading to
their current sound.

“It was really just looking back at
the bands that set the standards,” An-
drew said. “I don’t know where else
anyone would look.” Andrew, whose
tastes range from [folk guitarist]
Leadbelly to Marvin Gaye, said, “I
think it’s a natural progression as a
band gets older.”

Beale Street got an especially good
look at the past during Music Fest
2007, held in Nomaheagen Park last
summer, when they played on the same
ticket as rock legend Chuck Berry.

“That was the biggest honor we’ve
had so far,” John said. “It was just so
unbelievable to think we were on the
same bill as someone like Chuck Berry.
We didn’t get to meet him or play with
him, but if we [as a band] ended tomor-
row, that would be among the best
things we got to do.”

As for the future, Beale Street Love
has high aspirations but will not deviate
from its audience-friendly ways; while
the band wants to evolve and grow its
fan base, members said they simply
want “more people to have a good
time.”

Lee Frankel, the band’s manager and
owner of The Crossroads in Garwood
(xxroads.com) raved about Beale Street.

“It’s rare that in 12 years [of operat-
ing The Crossroads], they’re the only
band I’ve wanted to really get behind,”
Mr. Frankel said.

“They’ve got a great look, great
sound, they’re just a great indie-rock
band.”
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Plainfield Psychic Senses
‘Activity’ at Hetfield House

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Sharon Green
has sold her wares at Mountainside’s
Hetfield House for many years now.

As a member of the Mountainside
Historical Society Ms. Green coordi-
nates the craft fair and helps sell items
to raise money for the society.

And when she is in the house, with
no customers present, she swears she
is not alone.

“One time, I had a tiered crystal
display on the round table,” she said.
“When I came in the next day, the
items were on the floor. But, they
hadn’t fallen off of the table: They
were in a perfectly straight line mov-
ing from the front of the room to the
back.”

The Mountainside Historical Soci-
ety was intrigued, and the producers
of “Welcome to the Hetfield House,”
a television show on the borough’s
local-access channel (35), brought in
South Plainfield psychic Jane Doherty
to investigate.

On a recent afternoon, Ms. Doherty
walked up the path near the library
and passed the sign that declares the
property is the Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House (listed on the New
Jersey registry of historic places).
Greeting her was the show’s host Don
Jeka.

Immediately, Ms. Doherty, who
claimed to have no prior knowledge
of the house, was drawn to the mill-
stone, but because she was not “in the
psychic mode,” she couldn’t elabo-
rate on the “sense.”

Ms. Doherty explained that when
she gets near spirit energy, her stom-
ach expands three to six inches. “No
doctor has ever given me an explana-
tion for it,” she said.

Once inside the parlor of the house,
Ms. Doherty sensed the energy of a
woman in a long skirt with “a billowy
blouse.”

“I get a classy feeling,” she said,
adding that the she felt the presence
was “entertaining.”

“She comes to this area and wants
to set a nice table,” Ms. Doherty said.

Ms. Doherty also sensed two other
women in that room: someone “at-
tached” to an antique rocking chair in
the room and another who likes to sit
on the couch. “At times, [visitors] may
see a depression in the seat,” she said.

The back room revealed to Ms.
Doherty “a lot of activity,” including
the presence of soldiers.

The Hetfield House was built some-

time around 1760 – a time when many
Revolutionary War soldiers passed
through the area.

In the same room, Ms. Doherty
“heard” giggling children and, as she
moved around, kept getting the name
“Abby.”

The westfieldnjhistory.com website
revealed that Andrew Hetfield had
seven children, one of them named
Abigail.

In the oldest room of the house, the
kitchen, Jane picked up the names
“Charles” and “Sarah.”

Historical documents available on
the Mountainside Library website
reveal that Mr. Hetfield also had a
daughter named Sarah, who married
Revolutionary War hero William
Clark, whose father’s name was
Charles.

“I’m also getting an illness – high
fever, coughing, respiratory problem,”
she said. “I sense a woman who died
young,” she said.

The whole downstairs left Ms.
Doherty with a sense of holiness, as if
people were preparing to go to church.
Mr. Hetfield was a deacon and an
elder of the First Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.

Heading up the stairs in the home,
Ms. Doherty had a feeling – “an ab-
sence of energy, rooting it to right
here. The soil isn’t original to the
house.”

The Hetfield House was moved
from its Route 22 location to its
present location during a well-publi-
cized move in 1985.

Upstairs, Ms. Doherty felt that the
original owner of the house is still
hanging around. She also felt the pres-
ence of William (could be Sarah
Hetfield’s husband) and Hannah.

Sarah and William, according to
westfieldnjhistory.com, did have a
granddaughter named Hannah, but
she was born in Albany, N.Y., and
died somewhere in Pennsylvania with
no proof she ever stepped foot in the
house.

“I don’t feel anything negative in
the house,” Ms. Doherty concluded.

Ms. Green also shares that senti-
ment. “I always say ‘hello’ to them. I
always say ‘good night.’ I never felt
alarm,” she said. “I feel that they
would protect me.”

“Welcome to the Hetfield House”
is co-directed by Chris Petraccoro
and Mike Debbie, and is co-produced
by Cindy West and Mr. Petraccorro.
Ms. Doherty’s visit will air on Chan-
nel 35, on May 5, at 8 p.m.

‘DISTANCE’ LEARNING…Students from Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools prepare to sing with Westfield Symphony Orchestra in Union County’s
first-ever performance of Britten’s War Requiem. The youth chorus has an
important role in the music. Britten specified that this choir should be “at a
distance;” so, the Edison and Roosevelt students, under the direction of teachers
Kristine Smith-Morasso, Kenneth Horn and Sabino Losco, will sing out from the
back of the sanctuary. The concert will take place on Saturday, May 3, at 8 p.m.
at Westfield Presbyterian Church.

WSO, Choruses and Soloists
Present the War Requiem

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A single, massive
work will conclude the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra’s (WSO) 25th anni-
versary season: the War Requiem by
20th Century English composer Ben-
jamin Britten. Music Director David
Wroe will conduct the first performance
of the piece in New Jersey in more than
15 years, and it will mark the first
performance of War Requiem in Union
County.

To recognize
Memorial Day, the
performance hon-
ors all veterans and
serves as a memo-
rial to those who lost
their lives while
protecting the
United States.

The concert,
“Lest We Forget —
A Tribute to the
Greatest Genera-
tion,” begins at 8
p.m. this Saturday
at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield. Mr. Wroe, who is
conducting the War Requiem for the
first time, will lead the full orchestra,
chamber orchestra, 90-voice Princeton
Pro Musica, choruses from Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools, as well
as three soloists.

Frances Fowler Slade directs
Princeton Pro Musica, a chorus that has
enjoyed a 25-year collaboration with
the WSO, and Kris Smith Morasso
directs the school choruses.

The soloists are New York City Op-
era soprano Margaret Cusack, who
made her debut at The Metropolitan
Opera in 1999 in Richard Strauss’
Elektra, conducted by Met Music Di-
rector James Levine; tenor Scott
Murphree, who has appeared with the
Orpheus Chamber Orchestra; and Paris-
born baritone Peter Castaldi, who has
sung more than a dozen times at
Carnegie Hall, among other venues.

Britten wrote pieces ranging from
sacred choral works to a child’s intro-
duction to the instruments of the or-

chestra. He is most recognized for his
operas Peter Grimes and Billy Budd,
whose demands on the choruses and
percussion section are similar to his
requirements for the War Requiem.

He composed War Requiem for the
1962 consecration of the newly con-
structed Coventry Cathedral; the former
cathedral had been destroyed two de-
cades earlier by German bombs.

The Latin text of the Requiem Mass
is combined with nine war poems by
Wilfred Owen, who was killed in World

War I. The tenor,
baritone and cham-
ber orchestra
present the poems,
while the orchestra,
chorus, treble choir
and soprano sing
the text of the Mass.

“The War Re-
quiem is a di-
chotomy of intel-
lectual and emo-
tional forces, beau-
tifully balanced to
form one of 20th
Century’s master-

pieces,” Mr. Wroe said.
“It is inspiring and uplifting in its

creative genius, ingenuity and mastery
of musical forces, yet sobering in its
subject material. It is both a spiritual
contemplation on the divine, and there-
fore transforming, yet it is a bitter and
practical denunciation of all that is
wrong with war,” Mr. Wroe added.

The piece is divided into six move-
ments: “Requiem aeternam,” “Dies
irae,” “Offertorium,” “Sanctus,” “Agnus
Dei” and “Libera me.”

The orchestration includes triple
woodwinds, six horns, four trumpets,
three trombones, a piano, timpani, snare
drum, bells, chimes and gong, among
other instruments. Along with the peace-
ful moments that one would expect
from a Requiem, there are several
marches that unite the chorus with brass
fanfares, timpani and cymbals.

The chorus will sing from the bal-
cony, and Mr. Wroe said the children’s
choir would probably sing from the
back of the hall.

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle Jewelry
Spring Trunk Show

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Serving The Community for 32 Years

Saturday, May 10th
11am - 5pm

The Perfect Gift for Mother’s Day

Tenor Scott Murphree


