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WCC Taps Joseph Malanga
To Be Program Coordinator

A FRIEND TO CHILDREN…Joseph Malanga is surrounded by some of the
children in the after school program at the Westfield Community Center. Mr.
Malanga, principal of Wilson Elementary School in Westfield, recently was
named coordinator of the program.

WESTFIELD – Joseph Malanga,
principal of Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield, has been named
program coordinator of the After
School Program at the Westfield Com-
munity Center (WCC).

Mr. Malanga began this position
on January 7. The program, which
provides homework assistance to el-
ementary school children each after-
noon, recently upgraded to a tutorial
program.

“In order to be successful in this
new venture, we enlisted the support
of the Westfield United Way and the
superintendent of the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools, Dr. [Margaret] Dolan, as
we went in search of the right candi-
date,” stated Thelma Smith, WCC
executive director.

Mr. Malanga comes to the center
with more than 30 years of education
experience, including 18 years as a
classroom teacher. He was principal
of Washington Elementary School in
Westfield from 1999 to 2006, prior to
becoming principal of Wilson School.

Besides the additional educational
support for the children, the program
provides socialization opportunities,
sports activities in the center’s gym-
nasium and a full dinner prior to the

children going home each evening.
The center’s school bus picks up chil-
dren from school and takes them home
each evening.

Mr. Malanga is married and resides
in Nutley with his wife and two chil-
dren.

Ms. Novak to Discuss
Combating Clutter

WESTFIELD – Professional orga-
nizer Jamie Novak of Scotch Plains
will present “Clear the Clutter for Good”
on Wednesday, May 7, at 7 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library in con-
junction with the Westfield Adult
School.

This class will help participants ex-
amine their “clutter style” and under-
stand the root causes of clutter and
disorder. Ms. Novak also will focus on
forming better habits, setting up easy
systems and celebrating successes.

The cost for the course, which is
course no. 113, is $25, plus a one-time
$5 registration fee. To register, call the
Westfield Adult School at (908) 232-
4050, and mail checks to the Westfield
Adult School, P.O. Box 606, Westfield,
N.J. 07091. For more information, call
(908) 789-4090, visit wmlnj.org or stop
by the library at 550 East Broad Street
for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group for
those caring for elderly or chronically ill
loved ones will meet on Monday, May 5,
at 8 p.m. in the St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church Parish Center, located
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings of the group are held on the
first non-holiday Monday of each
month. These are information and shar-
ing sessions. For more information,
call Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Hypertension Clinic
To Be Held May 13

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Health Department will hold
its monthly hypertension screening
clinic from 10 a.m. to noon on Tues-
day, May 13, at the Scotch Plains
Public Library, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue.

These screenings are open to all
Scotch Plains residents. However,
individuals who either have not had
their blood pressure checked in a while
or who smoke, are overweight or have
a family history of hypertension, heart
disease or diabetes are particularly
encouraged to attend.

Beginning in September, the hy-
pertension screening clinics will take
place on the second Monday of each
month. For additional information,
call (908) 322-6700, extension no.
306.

JUBAKO AND JAPAN…Kimberley Tan of Fanwood, a third-grade teacher at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison who spent years living and studying in
Japan, extended her love for the language and cuisine of Japan during a food
lesson on April 17 with Crissy Pianet’s second-grade class. Speaking in English
and Japanese, the students learned how to speak words related to the lesson and
cooked dumplings, or gyoza. The gyoza were filled with ingredients such as tuna
and shrimp. Pictured above, Victor Vollbrechthausen of Westfield works on
filling his gyoza with Andrew Webster, Head of School. Victor is the son of
Alejandro and Lucila Vollbrechthausen of Westfield. His brother, Alejandro, is
a fifth grader at Wardlaw-Hartridge.

Extra Comm., Arts, Educ.

WHS Students Perform
Well in French Exam
WESTFIELD – Each year, the

American Association of Teachers of
French (AATF) organizes the nation-
wide “Grand Concours.” More than
100,000 elementary and secondary
students participate in the contest.
Almost 4,000 students took part here
in New Jersey.

A record 105 students participated
at Westfield High School. The school
has 31 New Jersey laureates and 23
nationally ranked students. Three stu-
dents ranked first in the state, and two
students – Abigail Burton and Siyu
Xiao – are national winners.

The top five students for each level
in the state are invited to an awards
ceremony on Thursday, May 22, at 7
p.m. at Rutgers University.

Theater Director Explains
Excitement Behind The Wiz
WESTFIELD – Before anyone sets

foot on a stage, one of the most impor-
tant things a director has to do is select
a play that he or she believes will bring
cast members and audiences together
in appreciation of a script.

When asked why he chose The Wiz
as the initial presentation for the
Westfield Summer Workshop’s
(WSW) new Summer Stage Theater,
director Kenneth Horn shared his views
about his selection.

In discussing the
show’s impor-
tance, he remarked
that The Wiz “was
one of the earliest
uses of funk rock
and R & B in a
Broadway score.
The music was
fresh, exciting and
quite different.”

Mr. Horn contin-
ued, “it dared use
as its subject mat-
ter one of the most
well-known and
beloved stories of
all time, L. Frank
Baum’s ‘The Won-
derful Wizard of
OZ’” and was a
breakthrough by
“telling the story
through contem-
porary language, dance and music.”

In assessing the value of using The
Wiz as the production of the WSW
Summer Stage Theater, Mr. Horn said,
“I chose The Wiz because it has a large
cast, has an incredibly fun score with
lively dance numbers and heartfelt
ballads. It provides opportunities for
all cast members to shine and ‘have
their moment in the spotlight’ – from
the munchkins to the witches to Dor-
othy, the Scarecrow, the Tin Man and
the Lion.”

He concluded that The Wiz, with
book by William Brown and music
and lyrics by Charlie Smalls, “blends
the well-known with the unexpected,
the classical lines of the book with the
street talk of the 20th and 21st Centu-

ries. It is a fantasy in the best sense of
the word; and the timeless moral of
The Wiz teaches us that, no matter
where we roam and what we are look-
ing for, as long as we love and are
loved, we are home.”

Summer Stage Theater, for students
in grades 6 though 10, is a five-period
class that meets daily from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m. from June 30 until
July 31, at Edison Intermediate

School, located at
800 Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield.

In this work-
shop, the skills that
students gain in
acting, vocal per-
formance, dance
and set design can
be put to use in
future auditions
and performances.
Production dates
for The Wiz are
July 29 and 30.

Musical direc-
tion will be pro-
vided by Karen
Greenstein of
W e s t f i e l d ’ s
Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School,
who also has ex-
tensive profes-
sional experience,

and Mr. Horn, a staff member at
Westfield’s Edison Intermediate
School and a professional performer.

Irene Ulesky, a member of the WSW
staff who has choreographed numer-
ous shows for a dozen summers, will
create choreography for The Wiz.

For more information, call (908)
518-1551, visit the studios at 150-
152 East Broad Street in Westfield or
log on to njworkshopforthearts.com.

WE’RE OFF TO SEE THE
WIZ…Director Kenneth Horn feels that
funk rock musical The Wiz is a perfect
selection for the initial production of the
WSW Summer Stage Theater.

WF’s Chris Velderman
Presents Poster Display

WESTFIELD – Christopher
Velderman, son of Pat Velderman and
Helaine Donnelly of Westfield, was a
presenter at the 22nd annual National
Conference on Undergraduate Re-
search, recently held at Salisbury
University in Maryland.

Christopher, a student at Lafayette
College, majoring in Psychology, pre-
sented a poster display titled “Per-
sonality, Professional Competence
and Gender in Physician Selection.”

Jamie Novak
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield . . . Prestigious Highland Ave is the backdrop for this magnificent 5 bedroom
Tudor, built in 1928 with exceptional craftsmanship and architectural integrity. Archways,
carved cornices, and dentil molding add to the distinctive style of this home. Many recent
improvements include extensive landscaping, refurbished in ground pool, new designer
kitchen with top-of-the-line appointments, all baths updated, new interior décor and refinished
hardwood floors. The solid chestnut door with original hand forged wrought iron hardware
opens to a dramatic 2 story entrance with a grand staircase and second story landing. The
spacious living room features a fireplace with chestnut mantle and herringbone patterned
hearth, accent recessed lighting and casement windows. Through a beautiful archway is the
garden/family room with a barrel ceiling, custom built-ins and French doors leading to the
raised flagstone patio and fenced rear grounds. The banquet size dining room opens to
newly designed kitchen and breakfast area. A bedroom/den and newer full bath off the
kitchen creates a wonderful space for guests or au pair. The second floor features four
spacious bedrooms and three newer full baths. The walk-out basement offers a recreation
room, storage room and 2 car garage.      $1,899,000.

Cranford . . . Elegance awaits you in this 4 BR, 3 ½ BTH renovated estate home. Situated
on approx. 1 acre, this home features a grand center hall w/ sweeping staircase flanked by
Corinthian columns, LR w/sitting area(35x16),gracious DR w/walls of leaded glass china
cabinets & adjacent garden rm w/radiant ht’d flr, FR, newer granite kitchen w/custom
cherry cabs, center isle & top-of-the-line appliances & accompanying computer/den/office.
The MBR (30x15)w/ dressing rm, new steam BTH, new family BTHS, separate private
suite, 2nd flr laundry,  high ceilings, luminous HWFLRS, upd’t elec, plumb, furnace, and
much, more.      $1,390,000.

Open House: Sun. May 4th, 1-4pm • 636 St. Marks Avenue
Westfield . . . newly listed. Charming, spacious 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath colonial w/
custom built open rear porch on beautiful property. Living room w/fireplace opens to
formal dining room family room and newer kitchen and large dining area. Fabulous
large mud room with adjacent powder Room. Newer master w/full bath, new family
bath,  finished basement and third floor office.  Beautiful tree lined street. Close to
library, park and town.      $850,000.

Ex-Newsie Aimee Nuzzo
Takes the Mic for NJ Kids

WESTFIELD – Former WNBC-
TV reporter and Westfield native
Aimee Nuzzo will take the micro-
phone again tonight, May 1, but not
to report on breaking news. She will
emcee The Scholarship Fund for In-
ner-City Children’s (SFIC) 24th An-
nual Dinner at Mayfair Farms in West
Orange.

The non-profit group, which raises
money to help inner-city New Jersey
children attend Catholic schools, is
one in which Ms. Nuzzo strongly be-
lieves.

Every year, the Scholarship Fund
awards scholarships to more than 1,500
New Jersey children, most of whom

are not Catholic, Ms. Nuzzo said. For
many of them, the chance to go to
these schools makes all the difference
in their safety, their character develop-

ment and their future success.
SFIC said that of its scholarship

recipients who are high school se-
niors, 97 percent will go on to col-
lege. The scholarships are awarded
based on need in such communities
as East Orange, Irvington, Newark
and Roselle.

Ms. Nuzzo left a 12-year career in
the TV news business, last year, after
the birth of her second child.

She established a TV-video pro-
duction company, Snapfocus Produc-
tions (snapfocusproductions.com),
which is co-founded by husband Rob-
ert Cantwell, an Emmy-winning
WABC-TV videographer and editor.

The couple donated its services to
create a fundraising video for SFIC,
which will be played at tonight’s
event. The video will also be shown
on sficnj.org.

Aimee Nuzzo

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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NEW PRICE! $759,000
This Dutch Colonial on quaint, tree-lined street features 4
bdrms, 2.1 baths, cedar shake roof,  bluestone front porch,
updated kitchen opening to fam rm/den w/built-ins, new
MBR bath with Bizazza tiles and radiant flr. heating, HWflrs,
fully refinished bsmnt. rec.rm., newly landscaped w/
outdoor lighting and bluestone patio in back private yard.
Located close to Wilson school.

NEW LISTING! $779,000
This lovely colonial features 8 rooms; 4 bedrms., 2.1 baths,
formal dining rm., first floor fam. Rm. w/Fplc. and sliders
to rear yard, 2 car att. gar., newer CAC, Cent-Vac, finished
bsmt., hwdflrs., EIK w/granite countertops on cul-de-sac
in Franklin School district.

Open House: Sunday, May 4th • 1-4pm
532 Sherwood Parkway, Westfield

Open House: Sunday, May 4th • 1-4pm
208 Embree Court, Westfield

KATHY SHEA
Sales Associate

CELL PHONE: 908-930-9058
DIRECT: 908-301-2020
E mail: kathyshea@aol.com

website: www.realestatenjhomes.com
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This beautiful seven room Henry West Colonial has been exceptionally maintained and
updated inside and out.  The first floor features a traditional Living Room with a deep wood
burning fireplace, formal Dining Room with panel moldings, sun-filled Family Room,
gorgeous Kitchen with granite countertops, maple cabinets and custom backsplash, and half
bath. The Second Floor features three large bedrooms and an updated main bath. The home
has oak hardwood floors throughout, Central Air Conditioning, attached one car garage as
well as a professionally landscaped yard with a custom cedar privacy fence, storage shed and
paver patio with blue stone inlay perfect for entertaining. The features and upgrades are so
numerous that you will delight in this gem of a home.  Offered at $619,900.
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Open House: Sunday, May 4th 1-4pm
909 Rahway Avenue, Westfield


