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Blue Devil Softballers Sting Farmer Ladies, 3-2

CIANCIOTTA CRACKS 2 HRS; CORNACCIA, 3-RUN HR

Raider Softball Girls Prevail,
Clip Kearny Kardinals, 19-15

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What initially turned to be a run-
away turned out to be a nail biter
when the hosting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball team,
commanding a eight-run sixth-inning
lead, held off a pesky Kearny come-
back on April 25 to win, 19-15. Raider
Kelly Cianciotta pounded two home
runs, a double and a single, while
amassing five RBI and Katie
Cornacchia cracked a three-run
homer.

The 5-7 Kardinals tapped Raider
pitcher Stephanie Goines in the first
inning to take a 2-0 lead on a bases-
loaded walk and an infield miscue.
The 8-4 Raiders jumped all over the
Kardinals with seven runs in the bot-
tom of the inning. Cianciotta singled,
swiped second and sped to third on
the throwing error. Nicole Colineri
walked and Saxony Nielson (2-for-3)
ripped a two-run single. Nikki Mineo
(2-for-3, triple), walked and Goines,
(4-for-4, single, double, triple, 4 RBI)
took one for the team. Kathryn DiNizo
(3-for-5, 3 RBI) chopped a two-run
single over second and Cornaccia (3-
for-5, 2 RBI) hammered her three-
run homer to center.

“The girls know what we have to
do. Infield knocks it down, outfield
runs for it; we have an amazing out-

field right now. We were not bunting
today. We knew we had to get the hits,
get the runs, be aggressive on the
bases and get the score up because we
know what we’re getting into,” said
Raider Head Coach Kelly Covert.

With Brianne Mahoney out with a
season-ending knee injury, coach
Covert said of Goines, “Steph plays
any position, so the second that we
knew that Brianne was out, Stephanie
was back in (pitching). She has im-
proved in just the last two weeks. She
has heart, she can field and she gets
the job done.”

In the second, the Kardinals chirped
with two runs on an RBI triple and an
RBI single. The score jumped to 11-
4 in the bottom of the inning. Mineo
thumped a long single and scored on
Goines’ triple to center. DiNizo
whacked an RBI double. Cornaccia
ripped an RBI single, swiped second,
alertly darted to third on the over-
throw and scored on Rachel Parker’s
sacrifice fly.

The Kardinals added a run in the
third. The Raiders answered with two
runs. Nielson singled past short then
stole second. Mineo singled over third
and Goines drilled a two-run double,
making the score, 13-5.

“As a captain and part of the team I
have to step up. I know the whole team
is always there. They always have my

back. They’re solid and they have con-
fidence in me. I take it one game and
one batter at a time and focus on
them,” said Goines. “Offensively, I
take pitch-by-pitch. I don’t swing for
home runs. I like to connect the ball
and bring in all the girls I can.”

The Kardinals erupted with six runs
in the fourth. Aquino powered a three-
run triple. Kamimski singled in two
runs and scored on a mishandled
grounder. The Raiders came back with
three straight two-run innings. In the
fourth, Cianciotta smashed a solo blast,
Mineo tripled and Goines poked an
RBI single. In the fifth, Danielle Sette
(2-for-4) legged out an infield single
and Cianciotta launched her second
homer. In the sixth, Goines singled,
Cornacchia doubled, Sette singled and
Cianciotta rapped a two-run double.

“Primarily, I work on mechanics
and my technique. I split the plate in
half, look for a zone, I don’t swing at
any pitches until I get a ball that I can
crush. One home run came on an
inside pitch and the other came right
across the plate,” said Cianciotta.

The Kardinals plated four runs in
the seventh and were threatening for
more but Nielsen and Colineri made
key defensive play to smother the
threat.
Kearny 221 600 4 15
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 742 222 x 19

clutch hitting to even the score. Mat-
thew singled up the middle, swiped
second base, reached third on Pecora’s
sacrifice bunt and crossed home plate
on Scialabba’s RBI single.

Pecora made her great, running
catch in the sixth inning then Sara
Connelly made a fine play at short to
end the inning. In the seventh, Mat-
thew sat down two batters on strikes
and Abruzzo performed a great run-
ning snag. In the bottom of the sev-
enth, Matthew walked, scooted to
second and scored on Abruzzo’s single
up the third baseline.

“She was throwing outside all day

but, luckily, she finally threw closer
to the inside and I was able to make
contact. One of my goals in the begin-
ning was to get a solid line drive. I
looked for inside-middle-in and that
is what I hit back,” said Abruzzo.

“This is one of the bigger games, so
I could not rely on just fastballs. Not all
of my pitches were working well but I
used what I had and it was successful.
My defense helped me a lot and I’m
glad we executed,” said Matthew.

As to her recovery from Gross’
home run, she said, “I had to be tough
for my defense and wanted to pull
through for them. I gave up the run in

the first, but we got it back.”
“Our defense was put under pres-

sure with base runners on, however,
they did get out of some tough spots,”
said coach Pignoli. “Cyndil worked a
lot of deep counts but was able to
come back from 3-0, 3-1, to get the
out. We had numerous opportunities
with runners on but by the end, every
opportunity we had, we capitalized
on, so it’s a game where I felt my team
played better each inning and that
same momentum I hope will carry us
through this season.”
Union 100 010 0 2
Westfield 001 010 1 3

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated. 
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Situated in Westfield’s notable Gardens, this Center Hall Colonial brims with beautiful 
timeless details: an inviting foyer, hardwood floors, moldings, tall windows & designer 
essentials.  The living room, formal dining room & fire lit family room will enchant you.  
The kitchen boasts many amenities & a breakfast area with cathedral ceiling. The master 
suite with walk-in closet & full bath crowns a lovely second floor. Relax in the rec room 
or on the tiered deck that opens to the lovely landscaped yard. Presented for  $1,595,000. 

       Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
     908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
    NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

This majestic residence illustrates Colonial character with classic details & vintage 
beauty. Gorgeous woodwork, hardwood floors, arched entryways, French doors, three 
fireplaces & modern luxuries  craft an unsurpassed interior. The foyer opens onto the din-
ing room, living room & family room. The updated gourmet kitchen is sure to please & is 
enhanced by a breakfast room & powder room. The second floor has a master suite, a jun-
ior suite, three more bedrooms & a third full bath. The rec room with a wine cellar & an 
outstanding location compose the perfect place to call home. Presented for $1,800,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Westfield Colonials 

Located in Wychwood, this Center Hall Colonial reveals a charming interior enlivened by 
hardwood floors, moldings, archways, custom built-ins & a family room addition. The fire 
lit living room & the formal dining room with corner cabinet craft a lovely entertaining 
venue. The family room with walls of glass enhance any occasion. The kitchen with break-
fast room & powder room complete the first floor. The master suite offers a full bath and 
complements the additional bedrooms. A rec room & a delightful yard with brick patio add 
to this homes allure. Presented for $999,000. 

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A BIG DAY FOR THIS RAIDER…Centerfielder Kelly Cianciotta slides safely into third base after swiping second in the
first inning. Cianciotta clouted homers in the fourth and fifth innings and had five RBI in the Raiders’ 19-15 victory.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE JOB DONE…Sophomore Blue Devil left fielder Katie Esler, taps a bunt advancing the runner. Westfield
beat Union, 3-2 in Westfield on April 23. The No. 2 seeded Blue Devils meet Elizabeth in the first round of the UC tournament
on May3 in Westfield.


