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No. 1 Ranked Blue Devil Boys Make a Clean Sweep, Capture Union County Tennis Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

get better as a team, so we can reach
our goal.”

Blue Devils Ravi Netravali, who
had played singles his first three years,
and Justin Snyder, a 2007 UCT sec-
ond doubles champ, barreled their
way to the first doubles semis with a
pair of shutouts, then continued to the
finals with a blanking of Raiders Mike
DeVisio and Ted Rosenblatt, who
ended up in fourth place.

“I like staying at the baseline be-
cause I like ground strokes but Ravi is
so tall that he will just hog up the net
and tank the other team left and right,”
said Snyder, who felt quite comfort-
able with his serve. “My goal is to
kick it in so anywhere they hit it Ravi
will hit a volley winner.”

As to Netravali’s adaptation to play-
ing doubles, Snyder said, “It’s a little
hard for him because he is used to
playing singles but he’s very talented.
We can just rely on our instincts. He’s
getting better.”

“The doubles is much more of a
team atmosphere. When you have a
partner on the court helping you fo-

cus and not letting you get mad, it’s
much more fun,” said Netravali.
“Doubles suits my game because I’m
a big guy. So when I am at the net, I
can pretty much cover the entire court
with one wingspan. After one or two
games, they (opponents) start to go
for big shots.”

Netravali and Snyder took care of
business by downing Dayton’s Justin
Wolfe and Jon Friedman, 6-1, 6-1, for
the title.

“I served well but there were a few
spots in the beginning of the second
set where Justin and I started making
errors. Towards the end we started
getting our groove back. I started
serving well and he started closing
well,” said Netravali.

“We could have played better but we
were sticking to our game. We got a
little sloppy but we did what we needed
to do to win the match,” said Snyder.

Blue Devil senior Evan Eisenberg,
a UCT doubles champ his sophomore
season, and teammate James Chu,
who won the UCT second singles
title last year, received a bye before

blanking their next opponent at sec-
ond doubles. In the semis, they de-
feated Raiders Steve Bello and Eric
Heinz, 6-1, 6-1. The Raider pair then
captured third place by defeating
Governor Livingston’s Dan Chen and
Dave Lander, 7-5, 6-1.

“I’m excited to get out there again.
Last year, it was a little tougher be-

cause I had to watch a freshman step
in and do an amazing job. I am really
excited to get out there. I would go
right now if I could,” said Eisenberg
after his semifinal match.

The Blue Devils’ depth for the past
two years has been so strong that they
could have divided into two teams
and both could possibly have been
ranked in the top-20.

“That’s one of the things that I have
been saying to everyone else for the
past three years, that we could have
done that. That is one of the most
impressive factors about the team, I
think,” said Eisenberg.

Eisenberg and Chu then worked
over Dayton’s Colin Greten and Rob

Krebner, 6-2, 6-2, for the crown.
“We played clean doubles. We

worked on a couple of things and the
stuff we worked on in previous
matches really came through,” said
Chu, who was also happy about his
hard kills. “There’s nothing more sat-
isfying! Winning singles and doubles
is really different because you get to

share something with a teammate.”
After some joking around with Chu,

Eisenberg commented, “He was
amazing! I feed off him every time
we play. We both use each other re-
ally well.”

Blue Devil Greg Luppescu blanked
his first two opponents at third singles,
then defeated Raider Dan Nizri, 6-1,
6-2, in the semis. Nizri went on to
grab third with a 6-3, 6-1, victory
over Dayton’s Jordan Gelband.

“My ground strokes were solid.
My serve was solid, not a lot of un-
forced errors. I played my game.
Sometimes if I miss an easy shot, I try
to pump myself up because I don’t
want to get down on myself,” said

Luppescu, who thought his serve was
most effective in the semifinal match.
“I double faulted like once or twice.”

Facing off with Jay Shah of Gover-
nor Livingston, Luppescu prevailed,
6-0, 6-2, to claim his second, third
singles crown.

“He got every single ball back. It
was hard to win the point,” Luppescu
said of Shah. “I just didn’t miss. I
didn’t make any unforced errors what-
soever.”

Coach Kapner recalled the last time
a sweep was recorded was in 1995
and it happened to be one of his
Westfield teams. “In my tenure, this
is only the second time it has hap-
pened,” said coach Kapner, who ad-
mitted that he has had occasions where
he had butterflies. “Absolutely! Walk-
ing to the bus, I crossed the Westfield
front lawn and James Chu said to me,
‘what’s the matter coach?’ I said,
‘nothing!’ He said, ‘coach! What’s
the matter?’ I said, ‘I was thinking
that everything could go wrong.’ He
said, ‘coach! You worry too much.’
That’s my job, to think through what
could happen and how I need to re-
spond to it before it happens.”

“Our mantra from the beginning
has been ‘repeat’. These are nice steps
along the way but it’s all about get-
ting back to the Tournament of Cham-
pions,” added coach Kapner.

TOP 10 TEAMS:
1. Westfield (W), 2. Dayton (D) 68, 3.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)  51, 4.
Governor Livingston (GL) 40, 5. Sum-
mit (S) 32, 6. New Providence 24, 7.
Union Catholic 9. 8. Johnson and
Roselle Park (RP) 8, Oratory 7

CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND:
First singles: Shallcross (W) d Krueger
(SPF), 6-3, 6-2
Second singles: Thompson (W) d Grant
(D), 6-2, 7-5
Third singles: Luppescu (W) d Shah
(GL), 6-0, 6-2
First doubles: Netravali and Snyder (W)
d Wolfe and Friedman (D), 6-1, 6-1
Second doubles: Eisenberg and Chu
(W) dGreten and Krebner (D), 6-2, 6-2

THIRD PLACE CONSOLATION:
First singles: Karlin (D) d Postodan (RP),
6-3, 6-0
Second singles: Pollinger (S) d Elish Le
(GL)6-4, 3-6, 6-2
Third singles: Nizri (SPF) d Gelband(D),
6-3, 6-1
First doubles: Ron Kewalramani and
Charlie Sangree (S) d DeVisio and
Rosenblatt (SPF), 6-1, 6-1
Second doubles: Bello and Heinz (SPF)
d Chen and Lander (GL), 7-5, 6-1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Second at first singles – Raider Ryan Krueger

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Second singles champ – Blue Devil Dean Thompson

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Third singles champ – Blue Devil Greg Luppescu

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST DOUBLES CHAMPS…Blue Devils Justin Snyder, foreground, and Ravi
Netravali await the serve.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Second doubles champ – James Chu

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Second doubles champ – Evan Eisenberg

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/4  1-5PM $514,999
Beautiful and spacious Bi-Level with 4 bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths, Formal Dining Room,
Living Room with hardwood floors. Updated Eat-In-Kitchen, huge Family Room on
ground level, sliders to patio and summer kitchen.  Directions: South Ave to Central #
1738.  MLS # 2461089

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/4  1-5PM $989,000

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,569,000WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/4  1-5PM $539,900

An ideal location is just the beginning of what makes this home so perfect. Within easy access
of town and schools, this beautifully presented 5 bedrooms, 3.1 baths Colonial has a gracious
floor plan with a large open living room with a fireplace, expansive formal dining room, first
floor family room and updated eat in kitchen. The second floor offers three bedrooms and
two full baths, including an oversized private master bath. The finished basement with an
additional full bath and the third floor bedroom and sitting room expand the living space.
Other updates include a new roof in 2008, central air, multi zone baseboard hot water heat,
gleaming hardwood floors and recent interior and exterior painting. A private yard and 2 car
garage just add to the appeal. Don‘t miss this exceptional opportunity to own this fabulous
home.  DIRECTIONS: East Broad St right on S. Chestnut right to Lenox.  MLS # 2507249

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Imagine an affordable Westfield Colonial Cape tucked away on a 70 X 137 wooded cul-
de-sac lot. This charming, traditional brick 10 room, 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths home includes
many features. You will love the spacious finished basement with a large family room,
recreation room and new powder room. This home also includes a convenient large 1st
floor Master Bedroom, Formal Dining Room with a built-in corner china cabinet, Central
Air Conditioning, Oak Floors, matching Stainless Steel appliances, new replacement
windows throughout and a Home Warranty.  Directions: Boulevard to Clifton to Beverly.
MLS # 2494399

FANWOOD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/4  1-5PM $539,900
Sparkling 4 bedroom and 3 full bath expanded Split Level. The open airy floor plan includes
a spacious kitchen, family room with a gas fireplace, formal living room and dining room
finished basement, oak floors and more. Set on a tranquil tree lined street yet moments
from NY transportation, schools, LaGrande Park and town.  Directions: Martine Avenue to
Coriell Avenue to Crest Lane #6.  MLS # 2509713

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace w/
marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar
& bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details.  MLS # 2488244

CRANFORD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/4  1-5PM $544,900 / $554,900
Custom Colonial styled townhouses. 3,000 square feet of open and spacious living. Master
bedroom suite and 2 additional bedrooms. Family room with powder room, mud room,
oak floors, cherry cabinets, granite countertops, gas fireplace with marble surround,
professionally landscaped with a large yard and paver patio on a quiet cul-de-sac. A few
blocks to NYC train and premier downtown Cranford.  Directions: South Avenue To Elise
To Johnson # 58A/B.  MLS # 2494481 / 2494479

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


