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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SP-F Times

May 2, 1998: The Raider baseball
team exploded with four runs in the
bottom of the third and continued
blasting until they completed a 13-5
devastation of Roselle Catholic in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
tournament in Scotch Plains. Don
Patterson hit a two-run homer in the
third. Doug Bishop launched a two-
run shot over the leftfield fence to in
the fourth to ignite a five-run inning.

May 13, 1998: Jeff Diamond and
Sam Fleder weathered the storms and
came up with titles in their respective
classes as the Blue Devil boys’ tennis
team narrowly edged Summit, 68-66,
to capture the team title at the Union
County Tennis Tournament held at
Hub Stine Field in Plainfield. The
second singles title belonged to Dia-
mond when he knocked off Chris
Saladores of Elizabeth, 6-3, 6-2.
Fleder dethroned first-seeded Miles
Moriarty of Summit, 6-3, 2-6, 6-3,
for the third singles title.

April 28, 2000: Three’s a charm
for Raider first doubles players Paul
Sweedlund and John Corbin. Seeded
second Sweedlund and Corbin, who
lost twice to top-seeded Blue Devils
Ryan Buntain and Josh Warren, won
at the right time and took the title,
winning 7-5, 6-2, in a highly inspired
battle and the Union County Boys
Tennis Tournament at Hub Stine Field
in Plainfield.

May 1, 2002: Three Elizabeth
pitchers kept searching for the Achil-
les’ heel in the Blue Devil baseball
team’s offense – but didn’t! Every
slot in the lineup either crossed the

plate or drove one across as the 9-1-1
Blue Devils squashed the 7-5 Min-
utemen, 15-8, in Westfield. Jay Cook
trampled the plate four times and
cracked a two-run homer over the
left-center field fence in the first in-
ning. Blair Richardson, who finished
3-for-4 with three RBI and two runs
scored, hammered a 440-foot RBI
triple in the fourth.

April 24, 2003: The Blue Devil
girls 4x400 relay team, consisting of
Emily MacNeil, Jennell Carter, fresh-
man Meg Driscoll and anchor person
Annie Onishi, won their heat at the
Penn Relays and brought home med-
als and a plaque for the first time in
the school’s history. The foursome
crossed the line in 4:09.45.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For Joe V, Waiting
Is the Hardest Part

These are the best of times and the
worst of times for Joe Vall-Llobera.

One of the best athletes at WHS,
the 5-foot-11, 185-pound senior en-
joyed an outstanding football season,
earning all-conference honors as a
tight end/outside linebacker/punter.
He has been accepted and will attend
The College of William and Mary.
And baseball season, probably his
favorite, was just around the corner.

So on the long Jan. 19-21 weekend
because of Martin Luther King Day,
Vall-Llobera joined his linebacker
buddy Scott Newman for a trip to
Hunter Mountain up in New York’s
Catskill Mountains, for a little
snowboarding.

“I was getting ready to get off the
lift and, as we lifted the bar, I shifted
my weight to get off,” Vall-Llobera
said. “At that moment I became dizzy

and momentarily blacked out – the
doctors said most like due to dehy-
dration. I lost my balance and by the
time I snapped out of it I was slipping
off the lift and couldn’t recover. I fell
about 20 feet and landed on my right
side. The impact caused my T-12 ver-
tebrae to fracture. I had the wind
knocked out of me and when I recov-
ered, my first thought was, ‘Oh, no.
I’m paralyzed.’

“I tried to wiggle my fingers and
toes and was able to, so I just thought
I’d done something to the muscles.
When I got the hospital, the doctor
told me I had a fractured spine and
needed emergency surgery. They im-
planted six screws and a three-inch
titanium rod into my spine. It’s per-
manent. But thank to the doctors I
suffered no nerve damage and will
make a 100 percent recovery.”

That’s the good news. The bad news
is, while he can swing the bat and
throw the ball, he can’t run without
pain yet. And until that happens, Joe
V remains on the bench, as the team’s
No. 1 cheerleader.

“I’ve never had to cope with any-
thing more difficult,” he said. “I do
what I can to keep the team pumped
up. It’s tough to know that I am physi-
cally helpless in this situation, but I’d
like to think that my teammates made
me captain because they felt I can be
a leader, on and off the field, and I
plan on exercising every effort to live

up to that.”
Vall-Llobera was the regular right

fielder last year, hitting .402 with 33
hits, second only to Tom Bonard’s 35.
Until that fateful fall on Jan. 21, he
was projected as the team’s center
fielder and leadoff hitter, taking full
advantage of his speed.

“I would give just about anything
in the world to be out there with my
teammates for my last year,” Joe V
said. “But I’m not the type of person
to dwell on the past. And regardless,
those guys are doing a great job with-
out me, which makes me very proud.
I tip my cap to Evan Einstein for
locking up the leadoff spot and play-
ing great center field.

“For whatever reason my accident
did happen and I may never fully
understand why. But I can’t change it
now. And I hate to be cliché but there
is no better way to say it then, ‘What
doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.’
I’m going to play my role on this team
to the best of my ability and in the
meantime work my butt off to get
back to my old self. I see myself as a
better person because of this whole
experience because I know I’m ready
for whatever life throws at me.”

Vall-Llobera moved to Westfield
from Staten Island when he was 5-
years-old. Interestingly, in the small
world department, one of his WHS
co-captains this year is catcher Justin
Olsen. Their mothers went to the same
high school and their fathers grew up
around the block from each other.
Joe’s father, Umberto, played foot-
ball and basketball at Wagner High
School and coached football at
Wagner College after serving in the
Marines.

Vall-Llobera, Olsen and fellow
captain Evan Shapiro started play-
ing travel baseball together when
they were 10-years-old. As eighth-
graders their team won the district
tournament and reached the semifi-
nals of the state tournament.

“We had Evan and Ryan Scanlon
pitching every game, with the ap-
pearance of Big Joe Green to shut
down the big guys,” Joe V said. “That
was our dream team. I’ve never had
so much fun in my life.”

And Vall-Llobera was looking for-
ward to a huge spring baseball sea-
son as he and Newman drove up to
Hunter Mountain that cold, sunny
weekend. After reaching the state
sectional final last spring before los-
ing to Edison, WHS returned a se-
nior-dominated team that included
mostly members of that 2004 sum-
mer team – Joe V, Olsen, Shapiro,
Scanlon, Green, Mike Cappiello,
Mark Melino, Einstein and Ryan
Brand, along with Dean Kowalski,
Brandon Heroux and Pat Stanley.
Joe V had to be thinking that maybe,
just maybe, this could be the group
of guys who won that elusive first
state title for WHS.

“In baseball, even though the team
is what matters, there are times when
you get the opportunity to take con-
trol of a situation and the game lies
in your hands,” he said. “I loved the
pressure that came with the game.
And, of course, all my best friends

came from my 10 years in Westfield
baseball.”

So Joe V does what he can from
the dugout, keeping his pals loose
and focused. He goes for daily rehab
sessions and then rushes to practice
to get in his swings, throw the ball
around and try to get his legs back.
Sitting through a game like last
week’s brutal 18-12 loss to Union
does nothing but increase his feel-
ings of helplessness.

“After that Union game, I made it
my personal goal to do whatever I
can to ensure this team does not lose
another game,” he said. “The doctor
said it’s essentially up to me as to
when I feel I am ready to return. I am
going to try to be my own best judge.
If I know I can’t help the team by
playing, I will let my teammates do
the job.

“But I am much more than anx-
ious to get back on the field. I hope
to return sometime in May.”

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
After a disaster, fools count their

losses but wise men count what’s left.
THIS AND THAT

The worst part of last week’s 18-
12 baseball loss to Union wasn’t the
fact that it was a loss to Union, or the
fact that WHS put up eight runs in
the top of the seventh for a 20-18
lead only to have the game called for
darkness; Union’s field has lights
but they were not turned on (the
athletic director said he didn’t have
the keys ... wink, wink). No, the
worst part was seeing the whiny cry-
babying by some supposed WHS
fans on the nj.com forum. They just
made the town look … well, look
like some people’s perception of the
town. WHS will play Union again
May 14 (at home) and could meet
the Farmers again in the county and
state tournaments. Let’s just con-
centrate on those games, and not
embarrass the kids and the town by
saying dumb things.

The WHS tennis team, fresh off its
county title last Friday and
Saturday’s win at the Blue Devil
Invitational, will be shooting for
another major title this weekend at
the Newark Academy Invitational.
WHS has competed in almost every
NIA since its inception in 1974, but
last year was the first time the Blue
Devils won. Since WHS didn’t get a
shot at Cherry Hill East in winning
the Delbarton Invitational two weeks
ago, hopefully a Devils-Cougars fi-
nal is in the offing this time.

A huge golf match today at
Shackamaxon Country Club sees
Hunterdon Central take on WHS.
The Red Devils easily won the Blue
Devil Invitational last month, and
this could be a matchup of the state’s
top two Group 4 schools, along with
Ridgewood.

CAPTAIN MORGAN’S RUN
Matt Morgan (’09) recently be-

came the fifth member of his family
to be named a WHS swim team cap-
tain. Matt’s father Dan was co-cap-
tain of the 1980 team; uncles James
and Chris co-captained the ’82 and
’84 teams, respectively; older sister
Katie, now a freshman at the College
of New Jersey, captained the ’07
WHS girls team.

Matt will serve as co-captain with
Max Blum, Chris DeLaFuente and
Evan Paulan.

WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Thomas O’Brien (WHS ’06), a

sophomore at Minnesota, placed 14th
in the pommel horse at the recent
NCAA Men’s Gymnastics Champi-
onships at Stanford. The Golden Go-
phers finished seventh. Younger
brother Greg, a current senior at
WHS, will be taking his soccer goal-
tending talent to Fordham Univer-
sity in the fall.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Brandon
Heroux. The senior became WHS’s
first individual winner at the Penn
Relays last Friday, capturing the jav-
elin with a throw of 202 feet even.
The throw was a school record and a
personal best by four feet.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Brandon Heroux

Boys track

Heroux Wins Javelin
At Penn Track Relays
Westfield High School (WHS) se-

nior Brandon Heroux tossed the jav-
elin a personal-best 202 feet to win
the event at the 114th Penn Relays in
Philadelphia on April 25. Heroux
improved on his Union County record
by four feet and became the first
WHS student to win and individual
championship at the Penn Relays.

Morristown freshman Nick Vena
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
Mike Alleman finished 1-2 in the shot
put with respective throws and
63’6.75” and 62’1.75”. The Blue
Devil girls 4x400 team of Rose
Driscoll, Cat Cognetti, Kelly Irving
and Tessa Schaaf received medals by
placing second in their heat with a
season-best time of 4:09.7.
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528 FOREST AVENUE

WESTFIELD
This impeccable, inviting 4 BR Colonial home exudes charm in its spacious 
rooms and quiet neighborhood close to downtown shopping, top rated 
schools and NYC transportation.  This fine home boasts a formal Dining & 
Living Room w/fireplace, 1st flr Office and Den, updated eat-in Kitchen, 
rear patio, hardwood floors, arched doorways and finished Recreation 

Room                                                                         Offered for $624,900

This 4 bedroom Colonial on park like property is nestled in the heart of 
the Gardens.  This charmer boasts an updated eat-in Kitchen with white 
cabinetry, living room with wood burning fireplace and classic wooden 
mantle, parquet floors, finished Recroom, first floor Den with new 
windows and close proximity to downtown shopping, top ranked schools 

and NYC transportation.                                            Offered for $699,000

“The Only Local
Girl Camp Around”

2008 Second Annual
 SPF Girls Soccer Camp

Girls entering grades 4 thru 9
Monday – Friday  9:00am – 12:00pm

TRAINING PROGRAM INCLUDES
Skill development, Technical training, shooting, passing

A general evaluation of each player will be given at the end of the week
Camp will be run by Coaches from SPFHS and Union County

CAMP DIRECTOR
Kevin Ewing

SPF Varsity Girls Coach
Watchung Conference Champs

2003, 2004, 2006
Union County Champs

2005 and 2006
North 2 Group 3 State

Champions 2006

CAMP COACHES
Michelle Tobier SPF Varsity Assistant

Matt Tiedemann SPF JV Coach
Joe Higgins SPF Freshman Coach

Dave Moser Former New Providence Coach
Former SPF Players / Former

College Players

For more information please email: kewing@spfk12.org

Tuition: $125 Per Player

www.fanwoodsportscamps.com

AUGUST
11th - 15th

at Park Middle School Field

SPACE IS LIMITED

In case of rain, we will have access to the
Park Middle School Gymnasium

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Union County Boys Tennis
Westfield/Union Baseball

SPF/Kearny Softball
Westfield/Union Softball

Westfield/Immaculata Lax

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

The Leader • The Times
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Westfield Seeded 2nd
For UCT Softball

The Westfield High School soft-
ball team received the second seed
for the Union County Tournament.
Undefeated, 13-0 Cranford re-
ceived the top seed and 9-1 Union,
which lost only to 10-2 Westfield,
received the third seed. Linden,
A.L. Johnson, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Governor Livingston
and Mother Seton received seeds
4 through 8, respectively.

After the preliminary rounds,
which have been completed, the
first rounds will be held this Satur-
day, May 3, at 3 p.m. at the higher
seed’s home field, as will the
quarterfinals on May 10 at 10:30
a.m. The semifinals are scheduled
for May 16 at Memorial Park in
Linden at 6 and 8 p.m. and the
finals are scheduled for May 17 at
7 p. at the same location.

Westfield will host the winner
of the Elizabeth/Dayton game on
May 3 and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
will host Rahway.

Union County Tourney
Baseball Seedings:

The Elizabeth High School base-
ball team received the top seed for
the Union County Tournament,
which began with three preliminary
rounds on April 30. Westfield,
Cranford and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood received seeds 2-3-4, re-
spectively.

The first round is scheduled for
Saturday, May 3, at the home field of
the higher seed. The Blue Devils
will host the winner between New
Providence and Oratory Prep. The
Raiders will host 13th-seeded
Jonathan Dayton. The quarterfinals
are slated for May 7 at the higher
seeded team’s field. The semifinals
are scheduled for May 10 at 12 and
3 p.m. at Williams Field in Elizabeth
and the finals will be held at the
same location on May 17 at 2 p.m.

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker International President’s Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007
Direct Line: 908-928-9121
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate

Hip Zip in Fanwood

Open House: Sun. May 4th,  1-4pm •  224 Herbert Ave.
Fanwood . . . Move right in and be close to everything!  This charming Colonial is full of
character with a hip zip!  Great kitchen with top of the line appliances and fun tilework and
lighting.  Open, bright, sunny rooms with hardwood floors, freshly painted in a calming
palate.  Architectural details include the wood-burning fireplace in the living room, leaded
glass window in the dining room, and a beautiful stairway that can be accessed from both the
living room and the kitchen providing a great flow to the home.  The two full bathrooms are
newly updated. Central air conditioning and ceiling fans are sure to be appreciated.  A walk-
up attic and full basement provide potential for easy expansion. Outdoor entertaining is a
pleasure on the patio in the private, fenced yard.  Walk to the train and town from one of the
most desirable streets in Fanwood.  $509,000.  WSF0337
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