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FANWOOD
RECREATION

SPONSORS THE FOLLOWING
SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS

July7-11 and August 4-8

For more info please go to

 www.fanwoodsoccercamp.com

or email fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com

June30-July 3 and July 21-25

For more info go to www.fanwoodsportscamps.com

or email tbaylock@spfk12.com

June 23-27 and July 14-18

For more info go to www.fanwoodsportscamps.com

or email kewing@spfk12.org

Camps are run by Scotch Plains Fanwood High School

District Adult Teachers and Coaches

Raider Basketball Camp

Fanwood Baseball Camp

Fanwood Soccer Camp

        Blue Devil

Fast Pitch Softball Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 23th – June 26th, 2008

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Westfield High School

Camp Director:  Maggie McFadden
For More Information call:  732-873-5399
Email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Blue Devil

Field Hockey Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 30th - July 3rd, 2008

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Kehler Stadium

Camp Directors:  Maggie McFadden & Nancy Babbitt
For More Information call:  908-464-2686

Email:  nbabbitt@westfieldnjk12.org

RAIDER RYAN KRUEGER TAKES SECOND; BELLO, HEINZ PLACE THIRD

Blue Devil Boys Make it a Clean Sweep;
Capture Union County Tennis Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil second singles player
Dean Thompson had the pressure on
him after the remainder of his team-
mates walked off the courts with titles
at the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at Don Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield on April 25. So when he
finally overcame Mario Grant of
Jonathan Dayton in a grueling, 6-2,
7-5, battle for the title, the taste of
victory was especially sweet since
the Westfield High School boys ten-

nis team swept every flight to claim
the team title with a clean 100 points.

“Once I knew that everyone else
won, I was able to play a lot more
loosely but you still want to get it for
yourself, a second singles county
championship,” Thompson said. “I
really worked hard in the second set.
My serves helped me out a lot and I
was able to win a lot more free points.
That helped me deep into the second
set. It was a clean match.”

“Mario played great. What a great
match! He ran everything down, really
put the pressure on Dean. There was
no way Mario was going to lose. Dean
was going to have to beat him. The
poor kid was cramping and he was still
running everything down,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach George Kapner.

Earlier, Thompson blanked his first
opponent at second singles then
stopped Raider Scott Leyden, 6-3, 6-
3, to reach the semis where he blanked
Summit’s Max Pollinger. Leyden fin-
ished fifth.

Blue Devil Kevin Shallcross began
his march to the first singles finals
with a pair of 6-0, 6-0, victories then,
in the semifinals, he cleaned Roselle
Park’s Ray Postodan, 6-1, 6-1. In the
meantime two-time UCT champ,
Raider Ryan Krueger, seeded second
at first singles, was engaged in a real
battle with Dayton’s Dan Karlin, each
having won a set at the time.

“I haven’t really seen the kid from
Dayton but it looks like they are hav-
ing a good match. Whoever wins that
match, I’m looking forward to play-
ing in the finals. It doesn’t particu-
larly matter to me who it is,” said
Shallcross.

Through the years, Shallcross’ style
has always appeared composed. “My
strength is really my speed and my

consistency. I feel anytime I get a
short ball off of either side, I can hit a
winner. I think I have an all-court
game. I like to try to stay away from
ridiculous shots. Anytime I get an
opportunity, I still like to be aggres-
sive and attack also,” he said.

Krueger, who had won his first two
matches handily, finally outlasted
Karlin in three sets, 6-3, 2-6, 6-3.

“I played him earlier in the season.
He didn’t bring his A game then. He
was serving really well today. I did
the best I could. I have been working
on my conditioning, so that wasn’t
too much of an issue. It was a gruel-
ing match,” said Krueger.

In the finals, Shallcross had total
command of his game to win 6-3, 6-2.

“He’s a great player. I was hoping
for my third time but he came out to
play today,” said Krueger.

“I did my best before the match to
stay relaxed, have fun with my team.
I went out there and tried to play like
any other time I’ve played Krueger.
Luckily, I was able to play like I
normally do. I didn’t get caught up in
the whole finals of the county tourna-
ment,” said Shallcross, who added,
“The big goal is to repeat as TOC
(Tournament of Champions) cham-
pions. We are trying to improve and

8-RUN BURST IN SEVENTH NEGATED BY DARKNESS

Blue Devils Outscore Farmer
Baseballers, 20-18, But Lose

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eight runs, seven hits, two walks
and a hit batter in the top of the
seventh inning went all for not for the
visiting Westfield High School base-
ball team as the victory was handed to
the Union Farmers, who could not
complete their half of the inning, due
to darkness on April 23. Despite
outscoring the 7-3 Farmers, 20-18,
the final score (18-12) reverted to the
last completed inning and the 6-4
Blue Devils gulped the bitter taste of
defeat after four grueling hours.

“We ended up killing ourselves,
giving up 18 runs in the first four
innings. That’s the bottom line. They
beat us, so I’m not going to say a word
about it,” said Blue Devil Head Coach

Bob Brewster, who actually did have
a few more things to say because the
Farmers’ field is equipped with light-
ing facilities.

In its totality, including the seventh
inning, the Farmers had 17 hits, in-
cluding two home runs, a triple and
three doubles, while the Blue Devils
had 19 hits, including a home run,
three triples and five doubles. The
Farmers received 11 free passes,
which included a hit batter, and the
Blue Devils received 10 free passes,
which included two hit batters.

The hitter’s paradise ended up be-
ing a pitcher’s nightmare – each team
used four pitchers – and an indication
of a long journey began immediately
when the Blue Devils put up five runs
in the first inning. Evan Shapiro drilled

an RBI double, Mike Clark bounced a
two-run single and Mike Mosier ham-
mered a two-run triple. Facing Shapiro
on the mound, the Farmers empha-
sized the length of the journey with 10
runs in the bottom of the inning, high-
lighted by Mike Wolff’s three-run triple
and Jon Valdez’s three-run homer.

Evan Einstein tripled, Shapiro
belted a three-run homer and Mosier
drilled an RBI double to tighten the
score, 10-9, after two innings but the
Farmers boosted their lead another
six runs in the third, blending five
singles with four walks, two stolen
bases and a wild pitch. Clark cracked
an RBI triple and AJ Murray added an
RBI sacrifice fly in the fourth to make
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ABRUZZO HITS GAME WINNER, MATTHEW HOMERS

Blue Devil Softballers Sting
Union Farmer Ladies, 3-2
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superb pitching and heroics by both
teams made the match up between
the Westfield High School girls’ soft-
ball team and Union, two of the top
three teams in Union County, a memo-
rable one in Westfield on April 23.
Katie Abruzzo’s clutch hit, with two
outs in the seventh inning, allowed
Cyndil Matthew to score the winning
run in a 3-2 Westfield victory.

“It was a great game played by both
teams. There was a lot of back and
forth, a lot of hard hit balls and a lot of
real strong defensive plays by both
teams. The pitchers threw a great game
and I believe we were fortunate to be
the home team to get last at bats. I could
see the game go back and forth for

another seven or eight innings,” said
Westfield Head Coach Tara Pignoli.

The 9-2 Blue Devils received su-
perb pitching from Matthew (4-1),
who held the 8-1 Farmers to three hits
and four walks, while striking out 10.
At one time Matthew retired seven
batters in a row. Farmer pitcher
Amanda Kardys (6-1) allowed five
hits, including a homerun by Matthew,
while fanning 10 and walking four.

“Cyndil got hit pretty hard. We
talked, made some adjustments and
she really settled down and did an
excellent job keeping them off bal-
ance,” said coach Pignoli.

Abruzzo made fine catches in
centerfield in the first and seventh
inning. Erin Scialabba performed a
major league grab at third base in the

second and right fielder Alex Pecora
chased down a long fly ball to prevent
a possible score in the sixth inning.

The Farmers struck in the top of the
first when catcher Hana Gross whacked
a solo home run to center. Matthew
refused to get rattled and held the Farm-
ers scoreless in the second and third
innings. Meanwhile, the Blue Devils
matched the score in the bottom of the
third when Matthew muscled a leadoff
solo shot to faraway centerfield.

The Farmers took a 2-1 lead in the
fifth. The first two batters singled,
then after a force out at first, Gross
walked to load the bases. A botched
infield ground ball allowed the run-
ner to score. In the fifth, the Blue
Devils mixed crafty base running with

 RAIDER SOCCER CAMP 2008
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Home of the Seven Time
NJ State Champions Boys’ Soccer Team

in Association with

The Argentine & The Dutch Soccer Academies

“The Only Local Camp Not Held in a Park!”

SESSION I – JULY 7-11

SESSION II – JULY 21-25

For More Information: Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102
email: raidercamp@comcast.net • www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

Goal Keeper Training

Ability Grouping

Tactical Camp for Teams

Boys & Girls

Novice to Advanced

Grades 1-11

Indoor Facilities

Fully Insured

PLEASE NOTE:  Due to field construction at SPFHS there is a
possibility that the camp will be held at Terrill Middle School.

We will inform you if this change is necessary.

Our 15th Consecutive Season

SPF/Kearny Softball
On Page 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY FIRST SINGLES CHAMP…Blue Devil senior Kevin Shallcross claimed the UCT first singles title by
defeating two-time champion, Raider Ryan Krueger, 6-3, 6-2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOLDING THE RUNNER…Blue Devil first baseman Mike Cappiello, No. 24,
keeps the Farmer base runner from taking too big of a lead.

INDIANS BASKETBALL CAMP

2 Locations:
Rahway High School - Madison Elementary School

Tuition: $170 Includes – Camp “T” Shirt, Prizes

Siblings and additional week(s) at a cost of $145.

Download an application at: www.indianscamp.com

Tom Lewis & Brian Ciemniecki – Directors

732-396-3717


