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The CyberKnife.  Painless, non-invasive, highly accurate.
The CyberKnife has revolutionized the way we treat tumors in patients. 

Using advanced robotics and sophisticated image guidance, we can 

more accurately target inoperable tumors with higher doses of radiation.  

For many, it offers a hopeful option without the incisions or pain of

surgery.  As the first hospital in the northeast to have the CyberKnife, 

Overlook adds the benefit of experience to a technology that’s truly

remarkable.  Faster recoveries, fewer complications and better quality

of life mean getting you back on target.

For a referral to an oncologist call 866-413-2786.  For more information 

or to sign up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

This is how we see inoperable tumors.

CASA Wine Tasting to Benefit
Union County’s Foster Kids
BERKELEY HEIGHTS — May

is National Foster Care Month and
Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) of Union County will hold
their Wine Tasting “A la Mode”
fashionable fundraising event, on
Saturday, May 17, from 7 to 10 p.m.
at Connell Corporate Park, 100
Connell Drive, Building No. 1, Ber-
keley Heights, to benefit Union
County children in out-of-home
placement.

The event will raise funds to recruit
and train volunteers to advocate for
the best interest of Union County’s
foster children in the Union County
Family Court system.

CASA of Union County is part of
a statewide network of community-
based, non-profit programs that re-
cruit, screen, train and supervise
volunteers to “Speak Up for a
Child.” These children are removed
from their home due to abuse or
neglect.

Each volunteer must complete 33
hours of classroom training to equip
them with the skills necessary to
advocate for children in out-of-
home placement. After the volun-
teers complete training and two
hours of court observation, and a
Union County Family Court judge
swears-in the volunteers, each are
appointed to a case (either a single
child or siblings) to thoroughly in-
vestigate them through interviews

and record reviews so they may
advocate for the children’s best in-
terests in court.

Essentially, CASA volunteers
“speak up” for children in the court
and child welfare systems, making
sure they are safe and well-cared for,
are getting the services they need,
and are placed in a permanent, safe,
nurturing home as quickly as pos-
sible. CASA is the only program in
New Jersey that uses trained volun-
teers to work one-on-one with chil-
dren in this capacity.

Currently, there are over 800 chil-
dren in the Union County foster care
system. Since CASA of Union
County’s first team of volunteer ad-
vocates was sworn-in in January 2006,
47 CASA of Union County volun-
teers have worked one-on-one with
these children, advocating for their
best interests.

Individuals and/or businesses in-
terested in attending the Wine Tast-
ing “A la Mode” and/or sponsoring a
portion of the event should e-mail
doug@wealthmanage.com or visit the
news and events tab at
casaofunioncounty.org.

For more information about
CASA, call (908) 820-8967, or to
find a local CASA program visit
casaofnj.org.

 Proceeds will support CASA of
Union County’s efforts to recruit and
train more volunteers.

Murder Victim’s Parents
Seek Programs for Youths

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Michelle Walker
and Francis Scott Walker, whose 20-
year-old son was murdered in Eliza-
beth on March 20, spoke before the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders last week on the issue of gang
violence.

Ms. Walker said her son, Francis
Scott Walker, Jr., was shot and killed
in his car in a case of mistaken iden-
tity. She said his car was similar to
one owned by a gang member. She
said she did not want her daughter to
face a similar fate.

According to The Star Ledger,
Francis Scott Walker, Jr. was killed as
he parked his car on a street in Eliza-
beth. Last week the Walkers asked
how the county was addressing gang
violence.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada said police agencies and the
county prosecutor’s office have been
working to uncover gang activity. He
said these investigations take time,
noting that last week police arrested
20 members of the Latin Kings’ street
gang following a six-month opera-
tion.

Mr. Estrada said to the Walkers,
“Unfortunately, you paid a very high
price.” He said the country is “losing
a generation we should not be losing”
to gang violence. He said he admitted
that Union County has a “problem”
and that the community must “fight
and work together” to quell the vio-
lence.

Mr. Walker said youngsters join
gangs “because there is nothing else
to do.” He said “better programs” are
needed for youngsters rather than to
“just lock them up.”

Freeholder Nancy Ward said she
has worked to sponsor programs with
guest speakers from around the coun-
try to discuss the dangers of joining
gangs. Those talks were given to de-
tainees at the county’s juvenile de-
tention center and to students at
Hillcrest Academy, a high school run
by the Union County Educational
Services Commission.

She said the talks were aimed at
letting young people know “the re-
alities of gang life.” Ms. Ward said
seven Union County towns have been
identified in the county’s efforts to
reach out to residents about gang
violence.

“We’re going to continue [the pro-
gram] into the future,” Ms. Ward said,
noting that gangs formed in New Jer-
sey over the past decade after some
gang members came to New Jersey
from the west coast where gangs have
existed for over 30 years. She prom-
ised a “huge effort” by the county to
reach out to young people and the
community about the problem.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said
youngsters must be reached at “7 or 8
years old, not when they are 19” to
discuss gang violence.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said the county would be
opening One Stop Centers in
Plainfield and, later, in Elizabeth.
According to the Union County ex-
ecutive budget, the “multi-disciplin-
ary” centers would be a “holistic
approach to the needs of youth in
[Union] county, including job train-
ing, education, health [and] social
services.”

Mr. Estrada said the Walkers at-
tendance at Thursday’s meeting “re-
ally puts a face to the issue.”

WF Research Scientist to Be
Inducted Into Rutgers’ Hall
WESTFIELD – Biopharmaceutical

executive and research scientist Sol
Barer of Westfield will be inducted
into the Rutgers Hall of Distinguished
Alumni on Saturday, May 10. The
annual awards reception and dinner
will begin at 6 p.m. at the Heldrich
Hotel in New Brunswick.

The Rutgers University Alumni
Federation created the Hall of Distin-
guished Alumni in 1987 to honor
alumni with superior achievements
in their professional and civic lives.

 Also to be honored are: television
industry executive Richard H. Askin,
Jr. of Los Angeles, Calif., marketing
executive Mary Baglivo of Short Hills,
philanthropist Robert Lloyd of Maui,
Hawaii, health care executive Dr.
Herbert Pardes of New York City, and
the late publishing pioneer William
B. Ziff, Jr.

Mr. Barer, a Rutgers graduate
school, New Brunswick, graduate,
is chairman and chief executive of-
ficer at Celgene Corporation and
has been with the company since
1987.

Having studied graduate-level
chemistry at Rutgers, Mr. Barer has
pioneered the use of several medi-

cines to address illnesses that have
challenged researchers around the
world. His most significant accom-
plishments are his work on treat-
ments for leprosy and multiple my-
eloma.

Mr. Barer is a trustee of BioNJ, a
founding board member of the New
Jersey Center for Tourette Syndrome
and Associated Disorders, and a
former commissioner of the New Jer-
sey Commission on Science and Tech-
nology.

 He is the founding chairman of the
Rutgers Graduate School, New
Brunswick, Dean’s Advisory Coun-
cil, working to enhance corporate,
public, legislative, and alumni rela-
tions, and identify private funds for
graduate student support.

Information about the Rutgers Hall
of Distinguished Alumni is avail-
able at alumni.rutgers.edu/HDA. The
public may visit Winants Hall on the
New Brunswick Campus to view the
Hall of Distinguished Alumni dis-
play.

Individuals seeking to attend the
May induction ceremony and dinner
can register at alumni.rutgers.edu/
HDA2008. Reservations are $90.

Florida Congresswoman
Stumps for Stender in FW

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — During a tour of
the Chelsea at Fanwood on Friday,
Florida Rep. Debbie Wasserman
Schultz, co-chair of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign
Committee’s (DCCC) “Red-to-Blue”
program, discussed the need to re-
form the nation’s health care system
and pledged the DCCC’s support for
Assemblywoman Linda Stender’s
campaign in the 7th district.

“We are 100 percent behind Linda’s
candidacy,” Rep. Wasserman Schultz
(D-FL) said. “We’re going to be with
her all the way through.”

The DCCC’s “Red-to-Blue” pro-
gram provides funding and planning
to select Democrat candidates run-
ning in Republican-held Congres-
sional districts.  Ms. Wasserman
Schultz said the DCCC is targeting
the 7th district in 2008.

Ms. Stender said that although New
Jersey’s 7th district has been in Repub-
lican hands for many years, she be-
lieves voters are “hungry” for a change.

“The party that many Republicans
thought they belonged to doesn’t exist
anymore,” Ms. Stender said.

Ms. Stender came within less than
3,000 votes of defeating retiring Rep.
Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New Provi-
dence).

“She came very close last time and
we’re ready at the DCCC to put her
across the finish line,” Ms.
Wasserman Schultz said.

Both Ms. Wasserman Schultz and
Ms. Stender criticized Republican
leadership for what they saw as their
“failure” to reform the nation’s
healthcare system. They cited the
veto of a bill to expand the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program
(SCHIP), which Ms. Stender called
an “important safety net,” and the
Medicare Part D program as examples
of the Republican’s lack of concern.

“The callousness that they [Re-
publicans] have on this issue [health
care] is unbelievable,” Ms.
Wasserman Schultz said.

Ms. Stender currently serves on
the New Jersey Assembly’s Health
and Senior Services Committee. She
said that government has to make
health care available to those who

need it, while preserving the “quality
of the private pay systems.”

Ms. Wasserman Schultz said that
sending more Democrats to Congress
is “crucial” for policy change to take
place. She also said that as a woman,
Ms. Stender would bring a new point
of view to Washington D.C. on issues
such as health care, since many
women are primary care givers.

“We [women] provide a different
perspective on the issues that are
important to Americans,” Ms.
Wasserman Schultz said.

Ms. Stender will face the winner of
the Republican primary on June 3.
Seven candidates are running for the
nomination. State Senator Leonard
Lance (LD-23, Flemington), former
Summit Councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield and Kate Whitman (daugh-
ter of former Governor Christine Todd
Whitman) have earned the most sup-
port from party leaders.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
Seton Hall University management
professor A.D. Amir, Iraq War veteran
Thomas Roughneen and Darren Young
are also seeking the nomination.

Nurses Invited to Talk
On Immunization Regs.

GARWOOD — Union County’s
school and health department nurses
and other healthcare professionals are
invited to attend a symposium en-
titled “2008 Immunization Regula-
tions and You,” to be held at The
Westwood, 438 North Avenue in
Garwood on Thursday, May 8. The
dinner will be at 5:30 p.m., followed
by the lecture. Dr. Patricia Baron will
present the evening’s program.

The objective of the symposium is
to inform school and health depart-
ment nurses, as well as other healthcare
professionals, of the new 2008 immu-
nization requirements for school ad-
mission, effective September 1, and to
provide an update on vaccine informa-
tion for the community at large.

Two professional development hours
have been granted from the New Jersey
Department of Education/Office of Pro-
gram Support Services. To attend, con-
tact Deana Saba at Runnells at (908)
771-5709, via fax at (908) 771-9654, or
e-mail saba@ucnj.org by May 2. Please
register at least five days prior to the
program to guarantee seating.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INNER SPACE...Cory Strickland provides a tour of the Molecular CAD lab
with 3D goggles on Monday for the press at Schering Plough in Kenilworth.


