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• Registered Nurses on-site 24 hours/day

• Physician, Nurse Practitioner & other Specialists on-site

• Alzheimer’s & Dementia Services

• Separate Medicare Certified Skilled Nursing & Rehab on-site

Equal Housing Opportunity

When’s the best time
to give your parents all     

�

Today, at

�they deserve?

Assisted Living

�

Call 908-580-3824
or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.

9000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Your parents deserve the best that life has to offer. Park Place is pleased to 
provide it for them. If your parents are no longer able to care for themselves or their
home, or if they’re becoming more isolated, it’s time to consider Park Place. We offer
upscale Assisted Living for those who are used to the finer things in life. Residents enjoy
superior amenities and many opportunities for socialization within a close-knit,
friendly community. Plus, with personalized healthcare options, you can rest assured
that your parents will receive the best care possible. Whether it is for a short-term
respite stay or a long term solution, visit us today and find out why more people are
choosing Park Place at Fellowship Village.

Freeholders OK Tracking
Of Visitors at County Jail

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has approved the $10,182 con-
tract to GTBM/Info-Cop, by a 9-0
vote, for a tracking system for “im-
mediate access” to the backgrounds
of all visitors at the county’s 1,200-
inmate correctional facility in Eliza-
beth.

A few board members expressed
concerns, at the board’s April 17
agenda meeting, that the background
checks might violate an individual’s
civil rights and privacy.

However, at last week’s meeting,
county counsel Robert Barry said
“case law” supports the checks. He
said the jail is considered a “se-
cured protective facility” and, in
order to maintain the jail as such, a
person’s indidudual rights  are “out-
weighed by keeping [the] facility
secure.”

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon called
a special meeting of the policy and
administrative code committee, which
she chairs, last Thursday prior to
board’s regular meeting, to discuss
the issues with county officials and
representatives of GTBM/Info-Cop
of East Rutherford, the company the
county is entering into the contract
with to supply the tracking system.

“I believe all the questions were
answered to the satisfaction of the
committee members,” Freeholder
Scanlon said.

Freeholder Nancy Ward, an attor-
ney and member of the policy panel,
had questioned the tracking of jail
visitors’ backgrounds at length at the
April 17 meeting.

She had a separate meeting on April
22 with officials, including Acting
Public Safety Director Richard
Childs, Jail Director Brian Riordan
and representatives of GTBM/Info-
Cop.

She said she was “very satisfied”
that the checks would only be done
for the security and safety of correc-
tional staff and visitors and that “no
background checks would be done
which are unnecessary.”

“We [committee members] were
all satisfied that we were doing the
right thing for all involved,” Ms. Ward
said.

Freeholder Rick Proctor, a com-
mittee member, said he was also “very
satisfied” with the decision to imple-
ment the tracking system at the jail.

Mr. Childs had said the tracking
system was necessary to search for
outstanding warrants that visitors
might have and to see if they had
visited inmates at other other jails.
He said at the April 17 meeting that
it was important for correctional
staff to know about any messages
that are exchanged between in-
mates in different correctional fa-
cilities.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said it was important that the county
“protects” the privacy of individuals.
He said individuals’ privacy has been
reduced over the years with such
things as a surveillance system for
county parks and cameras on traffic
signals in some towns.

During the public section of the
meeting, John Marquardt of Fanwood,
noting that the proposed $436.8-mil-
lion county budget is up by $22 mil-
lion over last year, said more needs to
be done to “right size” county gov-
ernment to make it “more cost effec-
tive.”

“We just can’t keep pumping the
budget every year,” Mr. Marquardt
told the board.

He said while Fanwood might lay
off municipal workers due to a half-a-
million-dollar shortfall, Union
County is expanding its MusicFest
program from one to two days.

Elizabeth resident Joseph Doherty
said persons speaking before the
freeholders have the “right to free-
dom of speech” regardless if they
support or oppose county policies.
He said speakers should not be “ridi-
culed or demeaned” by board mem-
bers.

His comments were in response to
his addressing the board at the last
freeholders meeting when he accused
Freeholder Dan Sullivan of laughing
at him as he (Mr. Doherty) was exit-
ing the room after making critical
comments regarding what he has
called an “illegal immigration crisis”
in Union County.

He asked for more information on
ongoing construction work at
Warinanco Park, which straddles the
Elizabeth and Roselle border.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada suggested that Mr. Doherty
complete an Open Public Meetings
Act (OPRA) request for the informa-
tion.

Freeholder Ward said that the open
space committee, which she chairs, is
reviewing plans to replace equipment
at Warinanco and to make other im-
provements at the park.

Joggers approached the board ear-
lier this year to express concerns of
speeding motorists and drivers going
the wrong way on the park’s one-way
roadway.

Construction is being done as part
of a major flood control project in
Linden. As previously reported by
The Westfield Leader and The Times,
Merck and Co. is spending $3 mil-
lion to relocate a sanitary sewer
line. Parking spaces at the
Warinanco Skating System will be
reconfigured.

Merck is also going to install foot-
bridges over some of the park’s
streams and a new streambed with
plant material and aquatic life. The
project is not funded with county
money.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Judge Rules Zimmer Can Stay
On June Primary Ballot

A state superior court judge has
ruled that former Rep. Richard Zimmer
can remain on the election ballot for
the June Republican Primary race for
the United States Senate. One of his
GOP opponents, State Senator Joe
Pennacchio of Morris County, argued
that Andy Unanue, whom Mr. Zimmer
has replaced on the ballot, never in-
tended to run for the senate seat, ac-
cording to the Associated Press.

The judge also ruled that a state law
that requires candidates for the U.S.
Senate to certify that they reside in the
state on the day that they file their
nominating petitions in June unconsti-
tutional. The judge said the United States
Constitution only requires a candidate
to live in the state at the time of their
election. Mr. Pennacchio had argued
that Mr. Unanue, a former executive at
Goya Foods, lives in New York City.

City Council Votes to Ban
Smoking in AC Casinos

The Atlantic City Council has
passed an ordinance to ban smok-
ing on the floors of the city’s casi-
nos, effective October 15, The Press
of Atlantic City reported. The state
banned smoking in all indoor com-
mercial establishments in 2006, but
exempted casinos in the legislation.

 The Casino Association of New
Jersey had warned that the casino
goers would travel to other states
where smoking is permitted. Propo-
nents said the ban would remove the
health risks of second-hand smoke on
workers and gamblers.

Legislators Oppose Sale
Of Sea Girt Nat’l Guard Site
A special meeting was held in April

to oppose the proposed sale of the
National Guard Training Center in
Sea Girt as part of the efforts to cut
state spending, according to the As-
sociated Press. Two state legislators
have urged residents to initiate a pe-
tition drive against the sale. Senator
Sean Kean (LD-11, Wall) and As-
semblyman David Rible (LD-11,
Wall) said they would sponsor legis-
lation to restrict the use of the 168-
beachfront property for recreation or
conservation purposes.

Governor Jon Corzine’s staffers
have said there are no immediate plans
to sell the land although the Asbury
Park Press reported that the State
Attorney General’s office is review-
ing the property deed to see if there
are restrictions on its sale.

Legislator Wants to Repeal
Plates for Ex-Lawmakers

Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri

Huttle (LD-37, Englewood) plans to
sponsor legislation to repeal the law
that issues vanity license plates to
retired state legislators, according to
the Star Ledger. The $50 plates come
with the state seal and deem the driver
as a former legislator. New Jersey is
one of only five states that offer the
plate.

“There is no compelling reason
that former officials should continue
claiming the trappings of office once
their service expires. Honorary reso-
lutions, public praise and a pension
should be reward enough for a career
of service,” Ms. Huttle said.

Four Candidates in Dist. 7th

Have Raised Nearly $1 Million
Politickernj.com has reported that

four of the seven candidates for Con-
gress from the 7th District, which in-
cludes towns in The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times coverage area, have raised
nearly $1 million.

 Kate Whitman, the daughter of
former Governor Christine Todd
Whitman, has raised $430,000 while
State Senator Leonard Lance is at
$300,000. Scotch Plains Mayor Mar-
tin Marks has a war chest of $125,000,
with Summit Councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield at $100,000.

In endorsements, Mr. Lance has
won the Hunterdon and Somerset
county lines in the June Primary,
which account for 67 percent of the
district vote in a primary, according
to politickernj.com.

Obama Leads Clinton by 135
Delegates; Indiana, NC Next
Senator Barack Obama (Ill.) leads

Senator Hillary Clinton (N.Y.)  by
135 delegates, 1,727 to 1,592, in the
race for the Democratic Party nomi-
nation for President. A total of 2,024
delegates are needed to win the
nomination. Voters in North Caro-
lina and Indiana go to the polls this
Tuesday followed by West Virginia,
Oregon and Kentucky on Tuesday,
May 20, according to
realclearpolitics.com.

Appeals Court Says Attorneys
Can Bill for Documents

A state appeals court has ruled it
was reasonable for the state’s Gov-
ernment Records Council to allow
the Division of Law to bill the New
Jersey Foundation for Open Gov-
ernment $1,877 for a request for a
large number of public documents
due to the time involved, The Star
Ledger reported. Janon Fisher, foun-
dation vice president and a New
York-based journalist, was the liti-
gant.

Millers Named Chairs for
Historical Society Dinner

Bunny and Bob Miller

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society has chosen Bunny
and Bob Miller as the honorary chairs
for their annual dinner. The dinner
will be held at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club, Wednesday, May 14 at 6
p.m.

Many residents who lived in the
Westfield area during the 1960’s may
remember Mr. Miller as one of the
owners of Miller Rambler and later of
the Bob Miller Tire Company, which
he operated in the Westfield area for
26 years until he and Mrs. Miller
retired in 1991.

In 1993 the Millers joined the Ge-
nealogical Society of the West Fields.
Mrs. Miller became the committee
refreshment chairman and Mr. Miller
was vice president of programs. He
served as the Society’s president from
1995 to 1997 and currently serves as
a trustee.

In 1994 they joined the Westfield
Historical Society after an invitation
to attend a First Wednesday Lun-
cheon by William Shafer and Carol
LaPierre, co-chairmen of the luncheon
programs. Mr. Miller took their places
when they retired from doing the pro-
grams.

In 1996 Mr. Miller was elected to
the Board of Trustees as vice presi-
dent of membership and programs of
the Society. He also served on the
Board of Governors of the Miller-
Cory House Museum. In 2007 he was
elected a Trustee Emeritus of the So-
ciety.

The Millers have now been mem-
bers of the Society for 14 years. Bob
Miller has been the program chair-
man of their “First Wednesday Lun-
cheon” for 12 of those years. He
chaired the six evening programs for
nine years.

The Millers are both natives of
New Jersey and have been Westfield
residents for 47 years. Mr. Miller is a

1942 graduate of Colgate University
and a World War II veteran. Mrs.
Miller is a graduate of the Katherine
Gibbs Secretarial School and during
the war was an office manager for the
Netherlands Purchasing Commission
in New York City, a department of the
exiled Dutch government.

They were married on June 7,
1944, the day after D Day, when Mr.
Miller was on furlough from the
Aleutian Island of Unalaska. They
have three children and three grand-
children.

The Millers arrived in Westfield in
September 1960 where Mr. Miller
opened a Rambler dealership. He and
his brothers close Miller Rambler in
1965. He converted the business into
a tire store.

Mr. Miller became its president in
1969. In 1970, however, the expan-
sion of the business and the need for
additional tire and automotive space
necessitated a move to a larger build-
ing located in Garwood.

Founded in 1968, the Westfield
Historical Society is a 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt organization. According
to its mission statement, the Westfield
Historical Society was created to
preserve, interpret and encourage
interest in history, Westfield, and
its residents through educational ef-
forts and community outreach pro-
grams.

The Westfield Historical Society,
with help from the community, is
currently working on the Reeve House
at 314 Mountain Avenue into a com-
munity history resource center for
oral history, educational programs,
museum and exhibit space, and a per-
manent home for the extensive archive
collection.

Tax-deductible contributions to this
cause should be sent to the Westfield
Historical Society, P. O. Box 613,
Westfield, NJ 07091. To attend the
annual dinner,  call (908) 654-1794
or please e-mail
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.


